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THE

M O D E R N  T R A V E L L E R ,

r.TC. ETC.

C O L O MB I A .
[A rcpublic o f  South  America, lying between la t. 11° 3iy N ., 

and (j° ¡«V S . : bounded, on Che N ., by th e  Caribbean S ea ; 011 
thc 12. by ttie Atlantic Occan and D utclt G u iana; on the S. by 
Brasil and  dc$«rts which separate i t  frorn P e rú ; on the W . 1>y 
C uati m ala and th e  Pacific Ocean.]

T he  well-chosen ñame of Colombia was assumed 
by tbe provinces l'ormerly composing tlie vice.royalty 
of New Granada and the captain-generalship of 
Venezuela, on tlieir incorporation into a Federal 
Republic in the year 1819. The country was dis- 
covered by Columbus; and tlius, more than three 
hundred years after his death, tardy justice has been 
done to bis memory, by giving his ñame to that por- 
tion of the New Continent on which he first landed. 
The admiral, Herrera informs us, was so mucli de- 
lighted with the beauty and fertility of theso regions, 
that, with the warm enthusiasm of a discoverer, 
he imagined it to he the paradise described in Scrip­
ture, which the Almighty chose for the residençe 
of man.* It was in the year 1498, in his third

* Robertíon’x America, book ü.
PA tt'r. n



2 CO LO M B IA .

voyage, tliat tbis great navigator discovorcd the coast 
oi' Pai’in muí Cumana iu the captaincy of Carneas, la  
the following vitar, Alonso r io  Ojeda, who luid accom- 
panied Coluinlms iu bis second voyage, pursuing tlic 
same truek, explorod the coast as iar as Cape de Vela, 
líaving observed, near the lnke of Maracaybo, the 
lints of na Iudifiu village lmiit lipón piles, in ortler to 
mise them above the waters which oversproad the 
pinta, theyeallcd the place Venezuela, or little Vcnice; 
and the nana; ivas soou extended to the whole pro. 
vinee, of which Coro became the ca]>ital. Venezuela 
ivas lirst eolouised, however, hy the Germán mer- 
chants to wlumi the conqueml provinces vero 
assignod by Charles the fiftli. On their abandouing 
it in 155U, the Spaniards again took possession of the 
country. Tile city of Caracas, which subsequently 
became tlie seat of govornment, ivas founded by Don 
Diego Losada in ló(¡7. It derives its ñame from the 
Indian nation who occupied tlie territory. Venezuela 
is the nationnl ñame since adopted by the seven 
confedérate provinces of the cuptain-generalship, the 
pcovince of Venezuela being distinguished by the 
mune of the metropolis." The kingdom of New 
Granalla was eoncpicrcd hy Sebastian de Bonalcazar 
and Gonzalo Ximenes de Quesada, iibout the year 
tñilíí. The former, who commanded at that time 
in Quito, attacked it from the south, while the latter 
ínvaded ít from Santa Marta. The Indian ñame of 
the territory wus Cumllnairuirca. It was erected into 
a captaincy-general in 1Ó47, and inade a vicc-rovalty *

* T h e  cnptam-general of Caracas had the tille  o f  Captam- 
general o f tiro Povinces o f Venezuela and City o f Caracas. 
Venezuela is now une o f  the ten departm ents o f  the Itcpublic, 
indu tim jï the provinces o f  Caracas and Variinw.
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in 171!!. 'Chat office was suppressed in 1724, but was 
fmally re-established in 1740.

Thesc two granel political divisions of Spanisli 
America, though now nnited under One federal 
govemmcnt, differ most essentially in tlieir plivsical 
aspect, and must always be considerad as, in fact, dis­
tinet conntries. New Granada, which comprises the 
western provinces, is, for tlie most parí, a mountain- 
ous región, eonsisting of ti 10 platean» and vallevs of 
the great Cordillera of che Andes, froin Guayaquil to 
Merida, together with tlie plains of San .Juan de los 
Llanos, and comprises every variety of climate. Vene­
zuela comprises tliree distinet regions or zones; the 
mountains and cultivatcd lands whicli skirt the 
narthern shove, the savannas or steppes whirh extend 
from the baso of the mountain-chain to the banks 
of the Orinoco, and the región of interminable forests, 
into which the traveller can penetrate only by means 
of the rivers that traverso them. In these tliree dis­
tinet zones, the three stages of civilisation ure found 
remarkably separate and distinet. The lite of the 
wild hunter is pursued in the woods of the Orinoco; 
the pastoral lífe in the llanos, or savannas; the agri- 
cultural, in the liigh valleys and at the foot of the 
mountains on the coast. Missionary monks and a 
few soldiers occupy here, as thvonghout America, 
advanced posts on the Southern frontiers. Imlustry, 
intelligonee, and the mass of the population, are con- 
centrated within the región hordering on the coast, 
which extends for above two hnndred leagues along 
tbe Caribbean Sea, a sort of mediterranean, on the 
shores of which almosl all the nations of Europe liave 
fouiulcd colonias. Thus, though the captaincy- 
■geueral ol' Caracas is considorably larger than
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Peni,* containing nearly 48,000 square leagues (25 to 
a tlegree), the total population in 1800, was estimated 
by Barón Humboldt at not more tban 900,000 sonis, 
or about twenty inhabitants to a square league. 0£ 
these, the Indians are supposed to form a ninth; the 
Hispano-Americans, or Creoles, nearly a fourth ; the 
European Spaniards, exclusive of troops sent out 
from the mothcr-country, not a sixtieth ; and the 
slaves, a fifteentlnf M. Dupons estimates the total 
population of the soven united provinces in 1801, 
at not more than 728,000 ; + and Colonei Francis Hali,

* “  P eru, since La Paz, Potosí, Charcas, and Santa Cruz de la  
S ierra have been separated from  it ,  and joineci tci the vice-royalty 
o f  Buenos Ayres, contarás only 30,000 square leagues.”—Hl'M- 
bolut’s P e r s . X a r .  vol. ii¡- p . 422. T h is appears, how ever, to  he 
an  erroneous estímate. T h e  A uthor of "  I.etters froin Colombia,” 
(8vo. Lond. 1824,) cites some statistleal calculat ions, contained iu  a 
le tte r addressed by Barón B um bold t to  Bolívar, in  which the 
ex ten t in  square leagues Of t w e n t y  to  a  degree, is stated  as
follows: „„ „ „

Venezuela, .............................. 33,/00
New G ran ad a .........................  ¡53,250
P eru  .........................................  42,150

And the Barón rem arks, tha t the results differ from  those inserted 
in  the Pol. Essay on New Spain (vol. iv- 322). According to  this 
estím ate, P eru , instead of being little  m ore than  thrce-fifths o f  the 
ex ten t o f Venezuela, is nearly a  th ird  la rgo r!

t  In  the province o f  Caracas, the slaves am ountod to  nearly 
4 0 ,Wi0 ,  one-fifth o f  whom were m u la tto es ; in  M amcaybo, to  
between 10 and 32,000 ¡ in  Cumana and Barcelona, to  less tban 
(i,0ÚU; in the l l a n o s  o f  Calabosa, San Carlos, G uanare, and Barque- 
cím eto, to  tietwccu 4 and 5,000. M. H um boldt sets down th e  to tal 
atCO,000; to  which add 100,000 Indians, 210,000 Creoles, 15,000 
Europeans, and there will rem ain 455,000 for the castes and free 
negroes.

* O f theso, h e  calculatcd tl ia t two-tenths were whites, four- 
ten ths “ descendents o f freed m en,” t h r c o - t e n th s  n l u w s ,  and the 
rem ainder (one-tenth) Indians. — T r a v e l s  i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  vol. i. 
V-106. F o t the gross inaccur.icy o f  this statom ent, as regnrds the
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a British officer in the Service of tlie Republic, carries 
the population of Venezuela in 1810 no higher tban
825,000, since which period, lie adds, “  abone half the 
inhabitants of Venezuela are supposed to have perished. 
Tlie fertile provinces of Guayan», Cumana, and Bar­
celona urc almost abandoned, and the flourishing 
towns and villages of tlie plains are reduced to a 
grass-grown wretchedness, which searedy leaves 
voom to conjecture their former prosper i ty.” The 
population of New Granada, this writer thinks, may 
be reckoned to have remained stationary, the natural 
increase of the last twelve years being balanced by 
the drains made to supply the waste of the Spanish 
and Repuhlican armies. According to the calculation 
which he cites, made prior to 1810, it amounted 
to 2,430,000. Pombo, a Creóle writer, who published 
in 1811 a Statistical Essay on New Granada, makes 
the population amount to 2,500,000: the numbers in 
each province agrec witli the document cited by 
Colonei Hall, but 70,000 are added for Neyva and 
Veragua, which the latter omits. This calculation is 
considered hy M. Mollien as an exaggerated one, 
bccause, adding 900,000 for Venezuela, tvhích he 
assumes to be the agreed number of the inhabitants of 
the seven eastern provinces, it would form an aggre­
gate of 3,400,000 souls,—an estímate, he remarks, 
“  little conformablc to the censns recently made hy 
order of the present government.” But the popula- 
tion of Venezuela, as we have seen, must not be taken 
higher than G or 700,000. The following is giren hy

proportion o f  Mares, M. Ilum bohit can account only by supposing 
th a t th e  Frencli TraveUcr was mistad by an  error ¡n the figures. 
Instcad o f  216,000, the tvhole black population o f  the capUin- 
gtaieralship shotild have been 54,000, o r, in  round num bers, 60,000, 
as stated alwvc.
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M. Mollicn as a statoment of the present populatiun
of N ew  G ranada :

Wlitt»........................2fi0,0ÍK>
Mesli/.ocs..........................400,OW
In d ian s ..................................4fi<MJ0(l
Mukttocs......................... fi,li),00(1
Frec nt’groes and slaves • • 04,000

1,744,(10(1

This agrees ívitli M. Humboldt’s calculation, wlio 
scates the populatiou in 1800, in round mimbcrs, 
at 1,800,000, and the superficial extent of the vice- 
rovalty at 04,520 square leagues, which gives not 
quite thirty inhabitants to the square league. In this 
statement, the pvovinee of Veragua is, \vc suspect, not 
takeu into account. The minuter details furnished 
by Fombo and Col. Haíl’s autbority, entitle their state- 
ments,however, to be receivetl as anearer approximation 
to the truth. Taking the medium, we may conduele 
that the populatiou of New Granada does not fall 
short of two millions; and adding 650,000 for Vene­
zuela, we may set down the aggregate at 2,650,000. 
This is, in faet, the estímate given by a recent 
Engïish traveller, Captain Stuart Coclirane, nppa- 
rently from ofücial documents. Tlie populatiou of 
the vhole llepublic, he says, about two years ago, ivas
2,044,000 souls. Tts extent ol'surfacc, it is difficult to 
ascertain ivith any degree of precisión. Reckoning 
from the mouth of the Orinoco to the western ex- 
tranitv of the isthmus of Pananm, the Republic occu- 
pies twenty-two degrees (1,820 miles) of longitude; 
while from Cape la Vela to the sonthem extremity of 
Quito, it externis over eigbtcen degrees (1,080 miles) 
of latituile; viz. eleven degrees and a half novth of 
the equator, and six and a half sontlnvard of that 
lino. The total niuuher of square leagues in the vice-
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j'oyalty aml raptuin-generalship, as givcn l>y Iíum- 
Imldt, is under 113,000; and, takíng hito aramnt 
tile -vvliole uf the terrítory ntnv claimed by the Itepub- 
lic. includiug Veragua and the Atlantic coast north- 
ward up to Cape Gracias a Dios, the geographical 
extent can havdly fall short of from 110 to 120,000 
sqnare leagues,— a dominión equal to tlmt of the 
Mexican Fedcntcy. On tliis caiculation, the propor- 
tion of inhabitants will be not quito 23 to the sqnare 
ioague. Captain Cocbrane States the actual extent of 
the ltepublic ¡it !>UO,00() sqnare miles, “  being se ven 
times the extent of the Britisli Islcs.” I t  has, he 
snys, 2,000 miles of coast on the Atlantic, and 1,200 
on the Pacific Otean»*

The follmving are the ñames of the provincial 
subdivisions, with their supposed popiüatiou, in 
1010:

N E W  GRANADA.!
Inhabitants.

1. V eragua......................................... 30,IKK)
2 . Panam a and I’orto  B e llo ..........  50,11011
3 . llio  l i a d la .....................................  2 0 , 1'IOT
4. .Smila M arta .............................. /0,001)
5- Cartliagena .................................  2 1 0 ,0 0 0

íi. A n tio q u ia .....................................  1 1 0 ,0 0 0

/ .  M ariq u ita .....................................  110,000
Jt. Cnndinamarca (or Santa F¿) • • l!)i),lli¡0  

!>. N eyva.............................................  4.1,(100
1 0 . P am p lo n a ...................................  i» ,OHO

* In  México, th e  propon ían  o f inhabitants on tlio whole tcrrl- 
to ry , is 49 to  tito square league; in  G uatimnla, 4(i; in  Rom , 31«; 
iu Buenos Ayrcs, t¡ ; in all Spanish America, ¿ti. Tliis is l-lum- 
buldt’s estím ale in ItiOO. — Seo l‘ol. Essay, vol. $v. p . 322; Pera. 
N arr. vol. iii. p . 430; ila ll 's  Colombia, pp. 10, 15; Mollien’s T ro ­
véis jn  Colombia, pp. 352, -131; Cocínanos Travels in Colombia, 
voi, i. p . .',M.

f In Aleedo's nu-tioum y, the nev.- !;inj;tioin of Granada is 
describat ;ts being cighly lcngtics in lengih and somcv/Uat less in
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Inhabitatus.
1 1 . S o c o rro ......................................... 125,nou
1 2 . T u n ja ............................................. 20 0 , 1)00

13. Los Llanos (or Casanarc).......... 2(1,000
14. Popayan .....................................  320,000
15. Choco (or Citara) ...................... 40,000
I(!. Q u ito .............................................  500,000
1 7 . Quixos y M a c a s .......................... 40,000

u-idlh, and  as divided ¡nto íive m ilitary  and  seven civil govern-
ments, viz.

1. Panaraa.
2. Portobello
3. Carthagena
4. Santa M arta
5. Maracaybo
0. Antioquia
7. Choco
3. M araquita
0. Girón

1 0 . N eiba (Neyva)
11. Llanos ele San Juan
1 2 . Veragua

Besides theso territorial divisions, Alcedo gives th e  ñam es o f  
sixteen provinces; b u t tliey are either erroncous or obsolete, and 
nothing can be m ade o f  them- Theso provinces are  stated to  be 
subdivíded in to  51 c o r r e g im ie n to s ,  comprising 301 scttlem ents, in 
whicli are 18,350 Indians. Panam a and P orto  Bello, howevcr, lio 
says, ltolong to  th e  kingdom  o f  T i e r r a  F i r m e • ln  Boiinycastle's 
Spanlsh America, th e  vice-royalty is describet! as consisting of Id 
provinces, víz. Jaén  ele liraeam oros, Quixos, Maynas, Quito, 
T a c a n t e s ,  Popayan, A ntioquia, Santa Fé, San Ju a n  de los Llanos, 
M r r í i l u ,  Santa M arta, Carthagena, Choco; and thc thrccprovinces 
o f  D a r l e » ,  Panam a, and Veragua iu  T ie r r a  F i r m e .  In  this 
ennm eration, th e  ñames o fe ig h t provinces are  om ittod ; viz. lito  
H acha, M ariquita, T un ja , Neyva, Pam plona, Socorro, Cuenca, 
and Guayaquil, which are dcsci'ibed as subordínate distriets. 1 he 
last tw o, and the province o f  l.oxa , are  included by this w riter jn  
Q uito, which formcrly bore in Spnin the ofTiclal tille  o f  kingdom, 
though its  president depended, alike in civil and m ilitary aflairs, 
0n  th e  viccroy o f  Santa Fd. Even in Colono! HaU’s ennm eration 
o f the provinces o f  the vice-voyalty, Veragua and Neyva are 
m nittcd, Coro ix inserted apparently ln the place o f  Choco, and 
Macas is written Mames.

M ilitary
Govermneuts.

Civil
Govemmcnts.
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Inhabitants.
H!. Cuenca .........................................  200,000
19. Loxa y J a é n .................................  0 0 ,0 0 0

20. G uayaquil.....................................  50,000
_______  2,500,000

V EN EZU ELA .

2 L M e r id a .......................................\  1 2 0 ,0 0 0

22. T ruxillo  ...................................>
23- Caracas .........................................  400,000
24. Varillas (or Barinas) .................. 00,000
25. B arcelona.................................. j  1 0 l) jü ,)0

20. Cum ana (New Andalusia) ■
2 7 . M a rg a rita .....................................  15,000

-----------   705,000
20. G uayana......................................................... 40,000

3,325,000
D cduct on New G ranada.................. 500,000

.......... on Venezuela and Guayana 175,000
-----------  075,000

A ctual populatio» ----  2,050,000

'Diese provinces, by the recent political arrange- 
ments, are now distributed hito ten dcpartmeuts.

1 . D epartm ent of Orinoco.
includlng (1) P rovinceof Guayana.

(2) -------------- Cumana.
(3 ) -------------- Barcelona.
(4) -------------- M argarita.

2. D epartm ent o f  Venezuela.
includlng (1) P rovinceof Caracas.

(2 )  Varinas-
3. D epartm ent of Zulia, or Suiia.

induding (1) Proviticc of Coro.
(2 ) -------------- Truxillo.
(3) -------------- Mcrida.
(4 ) .. , . — Maracaybo.

4. D epartm ent o f  Magdalena.
induding (1) P rovinceofC arthageua.

(2) — -------- Santa M arta.
(:¡) ■ —  Rio Hacha,

i? 2
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ó.» D epartm ent o f  Panama.
supposod to

include (l) Province of Panam a.
( ¿ ) -------------- Veragua-
(d) Mosquito Coast.

C. D epartm cn to í Boyaca.
indudiiig  (1) Province o f  T un ja.

(-2) -------------- Socorro.
(:¡) --------------- Pamplona.
(4 ) ----- -------- Casanare.

7 . D epartm ent of Cuudinamarea. 
iiiduding  (I) Province of Bogotá.

(2 ) .— -----------Antioquia.
(;!) . , Mariquita-
(4) -------------- Neyvn.

I).* D epartm ent o f  Cauca.
Including (1) Province of Popayan.

(2 ) -------------- Choco.
0.» D epartm ent o í Quito, 

scpposed lo
jnd iu le  (!) Province o f  Quito.

(2 )--  --------------Guayaquil.
¡:i) — .---------- Cuenca.
(4) ---------------Losa.

JO. D epartm ent o f -■ 
supposcd to

inelude (1) Province ofQ uixos. \  formcrly
( 2 ) .......... ........ Macas. > united.
( d ) -------------- Jaén .
pl) -------------- Maynas.

a  Thoscrtepartm cnts wc haveven tn red  to  fill up  by conjecture- 
C'aptain Ccclirane, cfter particularising tito province? contained in  
tho otlier sev tn  dcpnrtm ents, enum eratos therem aining  ten as not 
yet elassed in departm ents. From  Colonei Hall’s vohune, how- 
ever, wc learn incidentally, th a t thc ilepublic is now dlvided into 
t e n  dopartmeiiUs h u t lie mentions speciílcally only th c  finir m ari­
tim e departm ents o f  O rinoco, Caracas, Z ulia , and M agdalena, 
wliich occupy tlie  wltole extern o f  coast from  th c  m oullis o f  thc 
Orinoco to  Uie isthm us. T h is  trac t, lie describes as in evevy 
respact the inost etigiblo for tho purposes o f  emigration. No 
notice is taken by any of the writevs aliovc cited of lile district 
o f  Tologalii.i, o r the Mosquito coast, oxtending from  Cape 
Gracias a Dios to  thc Itlver Chagrcs, which has , since 1803, been 
anncxcd to  Colombia, (fice M o d .  T k a v . M c j íc p ,  vol. ü . p. J95.)
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The ecclesiastieal divisions differed materially under 
the colonial svstem frorn those of the civil aiul judi­
cial administration. Santa l'ií de Bogotá and Caracas 
ivere each the sea.t of an avchbisliop, but tlie bjshops 
of Panama, Mainas, Quito, and Cuenca, were suffra­
gans of the archbishop of Lima, not of the arcli- 
hishop of New Granada.* Santa Fé, Caracas, and 
Quito, ivere caeh the seat of a roval audiencia.-]- 
Those courts liare now ceased to exist, and the eccle- 
siastical divisions ivill, no douht, be remlcred con­
formare to tito political arrangemonts. Tlie present 
constitución of Colombia ivas fixed by the congress of 
Cucuta in 102!. I t  proclaims the perpetual indc- 
penflencc of tho nation, the sovereignty of the pcople, 
the responsibility of magistrales, and equality of 
rights. It declares the logislntive poiver to be vestod 
in a senatc and a liouse of representatives. The 
sonate is oomposed of four senators for each dcpart- 
ment of tlie Rcpublic, elected evcrv eight year-s : j i s  

peculiar functions are those of a high eourt of justicu 
¡u cases of inipeachment by the liouse of represen. 
Cativos; its ordinary f'unetions are the same as ihose 
of the latter, except that it cannot origínate monoy- 
bills. The house of representatives consists oi' msm.

IVe Pavo veniuved to class ¡t in tho departm cnl of Panamo. The 
«Üier lwo (ieparlmeiils are fillccl uji from what appears a  natural
«muirjcmeiU, subjcct lo rorrerlion 011 bcít.cv in fonnalion ._!íec
Cochraue’s Tntvels in Colombia, vol. i- p . 516; Ila ll's  Colombia, 
p . 100.

* T h e  otherbishoprics are those o f Popavau, Cnrthngena, ?anta 
Marta, Meriiia, Guayana, and Antioquia. Quilo is noiv to be 
furmed iiuo an archbishopric.

i  T here were tv d y c  of Uiese supreme courts o f  judieal tire, vis. 
Ihospof México, (litartalaxara, Gualim ata, ihe Hnvamiati, Caracas, 
Ungola, Quito, Lima, Cuso), Charcas, Santiago (in Cliilii, and 
J3iiciiik  A jíes .
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bers chosen by each province, ín the proportion of one 
for every 30,000 inkabitants, who are elected for 
four years. “  In every parish is held wliat is called 
a parocliíal assembly, composed of proprietors to the 
valué of 100 dollars, or persons exercising some 
independent trade : these parochíal assemblies elect 
the electors in tlie rate of ten for each representative, 
so tliat, talcing the population of the Republic at
2,300,000, and supposing the whole representation 
graduated according to the law, the total number 
of electors wül he abont 700.”  The executive power 
is vested in the hands of a president, elected for 
four years, who is entrusted with the general admi- 
nistration of the government, the execution of the 
laws, the command of the army and navy, and 
the nomination to all civil and mih'tary empioy- 
ments. There is a council of government, composed 
of the vice-president of the Republic, a meraber of 
the high court of justice, whom he appoints, and 
the four secretaries of state for the home, foreign, 
war, and fínance departments.* Further details ivill 
occur in the historical sketch which we reserve for 
the sequel. We now proceed to give, chiefly on 
the authority of Barón Humboldt, a general descrip- 
tion of the

P H V S IC A L  G EO GRA PHV .

T iie  great Cordillera of the Andes, which tra­
versos the whole of South America, enters the pro­
vince of Loxa in.lat. 4o 30 'S., where its height is 
moderate, and. the ridge forms one body. In  Iat. 
2o 23' S., it spreads into a groupe of mountaíns,

* H hII's Colombia, pp. 1 /, 13.
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callecl E l Assuay, some of which ave xiearly 15,000 
feet iu lieight. Bctween thc two parallel ridges 
into which it now divides, lies the elevated longi­
tudinal valley in which ave Imilt the towns of Rio 
Bamba, Hambato, Latacungo, and the cíty of Quito : 
the plain is not less than 9,000 feet above the level of 
tlie sea, but differs essentially from the table-land 
of México, inasmuch as it is stvictly a valley, shut 
in by the two branches of the stupendous mountaiu- 
ehain, whereas, north of the isthmus, it  is the 
vidge itself that constitutes the platean. To the 
vight of this valley, tower the summíts of Capa- 
urcu (10,300 feet), Tunguragua (16,720), Cotopaxi 
(17,950), and Ouyambu (10,180): to the left, the 
xtill more majestic peak of Chimborazo (20,100), 
Tlenisa (16,302), and Petchiueha (15,380), all covered 
with perpetual snow. Near Tulcan, the cordil­
lera, after hnving heen irregularly united in one loí'ty 
gvoupe, again divides into two parallel chains, forming 
the elevated valley of Los Pastos, hordered by volcànic 
pinnacles : those of Azufsa], Gambal, and Pasto, are 
still active. Beyond Pastos, it diverges into tliree 
ridges, the most western of which follows the Coast of 
the Pacific Ocean, and, traversing the isthmus of 
Panama at a low clevation, extends into México, 
gradually increasing in lieight, till it there expanda 
into a vast district of table-land, from 6,000 to 8,500 
feet above the sea-level. This western cliain divides 
the valley of the river Cauca from the province 
of Choco and the coasts of the Pacific. Its elevation 
is less than 5,000 feet, and bctween the sources of the 
Rio Airado and those of the San Juan, it sinks 
so low, that we can scarcely trace its course into the 
isthmus. The central chain divides the valley of the 
Cauca, on the eastern sido, from that of thc Mag­

1 3
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dalena, travcvsing the province of Antioquia, and ter- 
mínating near Mompox on the banks of the latter 
river. The whole of tire province of Antioquia is 
surroiuuled by mountains impassable even by mules : 
the usual mode of travelling is in chairs attached 
to tlie back.s of the ludían, cargueros. The eastern 
ehain, which is the most considerable and the loftiest 
of the tlirce, divides tlic valley of the Magdalena from 
the plains of tho Rio Mela. I t  is here that the nuin- 
herloss streams origínate which unite to forni the 
Meta and the Apure, and to swell the waters of 
the nmjestic Orinoco. It forms the table-land on 
which stands Bogotá, the capital of the R e p u h l ie ,  
at an elevatíou of nearly 0,000 feet. After rísing 
into the Une of bleak mountains known as the para­
mos* (heights) of Suma Paz, Chingota (Chiugasa ?), 
Zoraca, and Chita, which enter the región of show ,  it 
divides inte two ridges at the paramo o f  Almoizadero, 
about lat. (i° 50' N. One of these ridges divides the 
tvaters of the Magdalena from the grcat lalte o f  Mura- 
caybo, and majesticaUy terminales in the Sierra 
Nevada (snowy mountains) of Santa Marta. The

* P a r a m o ,  rendeved d e s e r t  in the cUclionaries. signifies, ¡n  • 
the colonicS) neither a desevt nor a  heatli, Init, libe tile P cniv ian  
woril p u n a ,  denotes a  m ountaiiious place covercd with stunted 
trees, exposod to  thcw inds, and in  which a  dam p coid perpctually 
prevails. U nder the tovrid soné, the g a m m e s  are gow rally from 
1 0 ,0 0 0  lo  1 2 ,0 0 0  feet liigh. They are, in íac t, (hclow er suminiU 
o f  th e  cordilleras. Snow often falla in th e n n b u t i t  rcm aius only a  
few hours. In  this respect they  are distlnguishcd from  the 
w«‘a d o s , which entor the lim íts of perpetual snow. T h e  p a r a m u s  

a te  ahnost eonlinually enveloped in a  coid, th ick fog ; so th a t wbeti 
a  thick, sinall rain  falls, accompanicd w ith a  depressitm o f  the 
tem peraturo, they say a t  Ilogoln, ur a t México, C a u u n p t i r a m U " .  
Iíencc has hecn fornied the provincial word e m p a r a m a r te , to  be as 
coid as ¡f onc was on a  paramo- — II cmholI'T , P e r i .  iVare. vol. ü- 
p . 2á?.
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seconil hranch, after forming the paramo of Cacota de 
Velasco, and the elevated valley of Pamplona, takes a 
north-easterly direction at Cncuta, forming the pa­
ramo callee! Mesa de Laura, and the lofty valley of La 
Grita, the valley of Bayladores, and the paramo of 
Las Porquenas, the valleys of Estanques and Merida, 
where its summits rise into the región of perpetual 
snow, the coid valley and paramo of Mucachics, the 
paramos of Nlquitao, Bocono, and Las llosas, and the 
valleys of Mendosa, Bocono, Truxillo, Cavache, and 
others whose vaters descend into the lake of Mara- 
cayho, wliich this chai» of mountains endoses on the 
south and cast. Scparating now into two ridges, one 
hranch, i'olloving a northerly direction, iorms the 
Mountains of Cavora, and ramifies into various stnall 
chains betveen Coro and Maracnybo. The other 
hranch, running to the north-east, forms the Altar 
mountains, and the heights of Barquesimctu and 
ÏS’irgua, tvhence diverge the smaller chains vriiieh 
surround the Lake of Taearigua, or Valencia : after 
passing Nirgua and San Felipe, it approaches the coast 
near Puerto Cabello, and continúes to skirt the 
ocean to La Guayra, where it forms the elevated 
ridge called the Silla de Caracas; it thence continúes, 
sometimos approaching and sometimes receding from 
the coast, till, after forming the Brigantine chain 
near Cnmana, it iinally terminatos in the Gulf of 
Paria.*

X’rom the Sierra Nevada of Merida, and the para­
mos of Niquitao, Bocono, and Las Rosas,-j- this eastern 
hranch of the Cordillera decreases in height so rapidly,

* Ila ll’s Colombia, pp. 2 — 0 ;  Hum boldt's Rcsearchcs, vol. i. 
pp, 0 1 , (>7; l’crs. N arr. vol. iii. p. .->211.

1 So called from the rosos that jjvow wild llicvc.
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that, botween the ninth and tenth parallels of north 
latitude, it forms only a cbain of small monntains or 
liills, which, stretching to the north-east, separate the 
íiead waters of the Apure and the Orinoco i'rom the 
numerous rivcrs that faU into the Lake of Maracaybo 
or the Caribbean Sea. On this dividing ridge, which 
is nietalliferous,* are built the towns of Nirgua, San 
Felipe el Fuerte, Barquesimeto, and Tocuyo. The 
first three are in a very hot climate; and from the 
Silla de Caracas to Tocuyo, a distance of seventy 
leagues, the monntains are too low to allow of the 
growtli of ericineous plants. Tocuyo enjoys a cool 
climate, and the ground rises towards the south. 
Among the rivers that descend in a north-easterly 
direction towards the coast of Puerto Cabello, the 
most remarkable are those of Tocuyo, Aroa, and 
Yaracuy. The vtdleys of all these rivers are extremely 
unhealthy. The chain of mountains that borders the 
Lake of Taearigua towards the south, forms the 
northern shore of the vast basin of the llanos or 
savannas of Caracas. The mountains of Guígue and 
Tucutunemo separate the basin of the Aragua from 
those immense plains, which are a thousand feet lower 
than the valley, and present the appearance of an 
ocean of verdure. A second chain or groupe of moun­
tains, less elevated, but of much larger extent than 
the cordillera of the northern coast, reaches from the 
mouths of the Guaviare and the Meta to the sources 
of the Orinoco, the Marony, and the Essequibo,

*  I t  was in this groupe of the western m ountains o f  Venezuela, 
th a t the Spaniards, in  the year 1551, w rought the gold m ine o f  
San Felipe de Buria, which led to th e  foundation o f  th e  town o f 
Barquesimeto. B u t these w orks, like  m any other mines succes- 
si\'ely opened, were soon aliandoned.— H ijmüoi.dt, P cr .s . N a r r . ,  

vol. iii. p. 52li. T h e  mines of Aroa, near San Felipe et Fuerte , 
still yield a  small quantity  o f coppcr.
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towards Frendi and Dutcli Guaynua, between the
parallels oí' 3° and 7°* This Chain, Humboldt deno- 
minates the Cordillera o f Parime. “  I t  may be fol- 
lowed,” he says, “ for a length of 250 leagues, but is 
less a diain, tlian a collection of granitic mountains, 
separated by small plains, and uot unifovmly disposed 
in linos. This groupe narrotvs considerably between 
the sources of tlie Orinoco and the mountains of 
Demerara, in the sierras of Quimiropaca and Paca- 
raimo, which divide the waters of the Carony from 
those of the Parime or Rio de Aguas Blancas. This 
is the theatre of the expeditions undertaken in search 
of El Dorado and the-great dty of Manoa, the Tom- 
buctoo of the New Continent. The Cordillera of 
Parime is not connected with the Andes of New 
Granada, being separated from them by a space eight 
loagues broad between Bogotá and Pamplona. A 
third diain of mountains between the parallels of 10° 
and 10° S., imites the Andes of Peni to the moun. 
tains of Brnzil. To this ehain, which is disting\ushed 
as the Cordillera of Chiquitos, belong the fatnous 
Campos dos Paretis, which divide the head-waters of 
the Amazons from those of the Paraguay. Theso 
threu transverse chains or groupes of mountains, 
stretehing from west to east, witliin the limits of the 
torrkl zone, are separated by tracts entirely level; the 
plains of Caracas or of the Lower Orinoco, the plains 
of the Amazons and Rio Negro, and tlie plains of I/a 
Plata.* The two basins placed at the extremities of 
Soutli America, are suvannas or steppes, pasturage 
without trees. The intermedíate basin, which receives 
the equatorial rains during the whole year, is almost

* “  I ilo uot,” says thcleam eil Traveller, “  use the word vallcy, 
because Ihc Lower Oriuoco and tho  Amazons, far from  flowing 
in a  valley, form b u la  little furrow ¡n the midst of a  vast jilaiu.”
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«ntirely one vast forest, iu which no otlior road is 
knowti than the rivers. Tliat strengtli oí vegetatum 
which ronceáis the soil, renders also the nnifonnity of 
its lcval less perceptible; and the plañís oí Caracas 
aud La Plata alone bear tliat ñame. The three 
basins just dcscribed are ealled, in the language of 
the colonista, the Llanos of Vurinas and oí Caracas, 
the Jlosques or Salvas (forests) of the Amazons, and 
the Pampas of Buenos Ayres. Tlie trees not only 
cover .for the most part the plañís of the Amazona, 
from tlie Cordillera of Chiquitos as lar as tliat of 
Parime; they crown also tliese two chains of moun- 
tains, which rarely attain the height of the Pyrenees, 
cxcept tlie westemmost part of the diam of Chiquitos 
between Cochabamba and Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
where the smmnits are covered with show ."  On thís 
account, tlie vast plañís of the Amazons, the Madera, 
and the Kio Negro, are not so distiuctly bounded as 
the Llanos of Caracas and the Pampas of Buenos 
Ayres. As the región of forests comprises at once 
the plains and the mounUiiiis, it extends from lat. l/T 
S.-f* to 7o and 8o N., and occupies an area of nearly
120,000 square leagues. This forest of South America 
(for, iu fact, tliere is only one) is six times largor 
than Franco. I t  is known to Buropeans only on the 
shores of some rivers hy which it is traversed; and 
has its openings, the extent of which is in proportiem 
to that of tlie forest.” Among these, the learnetl Tra-

* TUÍs colossal groupe, however, th e  w riter rcm arks, may 
ra th er be considerad as belonglng to  the Andes o í  La Paz, o f  which 
i t  forma a prom ontory or apar iu au  castcrn direction.

t  “  T o  the wost, in conse<|ucncc o f  the U a » " s  o í  Manso and 
th e  P u m p a *  o f  Huanacos, th e  forests do no t extern! gonevally he- 
yond tito parallela of lít® or 1 ÍJ° S-; lint, towards the easl, iu Brasil, 
as wcll as in  Paraguay, they ndvance as far as 23® s.



C O L O M B I A . 19

vell er apmfies the marshy savaimas betwoen the 
Upper Orinoco, the Conorichitc, and the Cnssiquiarc, 
in the parallels oi’ 3° and 4° 8., and those, in the 
same parallel, betiveen the sources ot' the Mao and
the Rio de Aguas Blancas, south of the Sierra de 
Pacaraimo, near the frontiers oí Dutch and Frendi 
Guayana.

Tlie “  enormous wail of mountains”  whicli bordees 
the western coast, at anaverage distanec of about 150 
miles, is ricli in the procious metáis, “ wherever the vol­
cànic fire has not pierced throvgh the cteniul snows.” 
Snmmits of trappish porphyryhere attain tlie elevation 
oí more tiian 20,000 feet above the sca-level; and the 
mean height of the Andes in Colombia and Peni, is 
1050 toises <>r fatlioms (above 11,000 feet). Their 
greatest altitude is nenrly under the equator. Of the 
tliree transverse chains, none of the snmmits enter the 
limit of perpetual snow, and they liave no active vol- 
canoes. The mean height of the Cordillera of Pavime, 
and of the littoral cluiin of Caracas, is not above 
3,500 feet, nlthough some summits rise upwards of
3,000 feet above the lcvel of tlie sea. The highest is 
the Silla de Caracas, whicli attains the height of 
8,400 feet, and fonns an enormous and friglitful prc. 
cipice fronting the Caribbean Sea. The Sierra Nevada 
of Santa Marta rises to the elevation of 1(5,000 feet, 
and the Nevado of Mérida to that of 15,000 feet 5 but 
Ilumboldt does not consider the nevados and ¡Mrawos 
of Merida and Truxillo as belonging to the cliain of 
Caracas, v.-hidt begins only to the east of long. 71° : 
they are ruther a prolongation of the Andes of 2s'e\v 
Granada.

The Llanos whicli fonn the hasin of the Orinoco, 
communicate witli that of the Amazona and tlie Rio 
Is'egro, !iy the opening already mentioned, belween
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the mountains of Parime and the Andes. This chan- 
nel, or (as Humboldt terms it) land-struit, is the plain 
of the Kio Vichada and the Meta. The basin of the 
Amazons is, howcver, five times higher than the 
Llanos of Caracas and the Meta, or than the Pampas 
of Buenos Ayres; and betwcen the paraílels of 4o and 
7o, where the Orinoco, which flows in a westerly 
direction from its source to the mouth of the Guaviare, 
forces its way through the rocks on the edge of the 
Cordillera of Parime, and takes a course from south 
to north, all the great cataracts are situated. When 
the river has reached the mouth of the Apure, in thnt 
very low ground where the slope towards the north 
is met by the coimter-slope towards the south-east, it 
bends again, and flows eastward. The area of these 
Llanos, caloulated from the Caqueta to the Apure, 
and from the Apure to the Delta of the Orinoco, is
17,000 square leagues of twenty to a degree. Tho 
part running from N. to S. is almost double that 
which stretehes from E. to W., hetween the Lower 
Orinoco and the cordillera of the coast,* and which 
is four times narrower than the great desert of Africa. 
Like the latter, the Llanos bear different ñames in 
different parts. Those of Cumana, of Barcelona, and 
of Venezuela, include the f'ollowing subdivisions: in 
Cumana, the Llanos of Maturin, Terecen, Amana, 
Guauipa, Jonoro, and Cari; in Barcelona, those of 
Aragua, Pariaguan, and Villa del Pao; in Caracas, 
those oí Chaguaramas, Uritucu, Calabozo or Guarico,

* T h e  Pam pas on the N . and N .W . of Buenos Ayres, lying be- 
tween th a t city and Cordova, J u ju y ,an d  thoT ucum an , are of nearly 
th e  sam ecx ten t as tile  Llanos o f  Carocas; b u t S. o f  Buenos Ayres, 
they stretch to tho length o f  clghtocii <iegrces, and thc ir extcnt is 
sovast, th a t palm-trces flourish a t  onc extrem tty , whilc th c o th e r , 
equally low and lovcl, is covercd w ith perpetual frost. Seo M oa. 
T hav .,  B i i t r . i l , vol. íi . pp. 303, 33C-
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La Portuguesa, San Carlos, and Anuiré. Where 
the stcppes nui toward tlie S. and S.S.W., from the 
latitude of 8o, betwecn tlie meridians of 70° and 73°, 
we find, from nortli to south, the Llanos of Vitrinas, 
Casanaro, the Meta, Guaviare, Caguán, and Caqueta. 
Thcse also are subdivided into the Llanos of Guanare, 
llocono, the Apure, Palmerito (near Quintero), Guar- 
dalito, and Antuca; the Meta, Apiay (near the port 
of Pachaquiaro), Vichada, Guaviare, Arriari, Inirida, 
Rio Haclta, and Caguan. Tlie plains of Varinas pre­
sent some feeble monuments of a nation that has dis- 
appeared, iu the Serillos de los Indios  ̂conical hillocks 
fonned by the hands of men, and probithly contaíning 
bones, which. are fouud between Mijagual and the 
Cano de la Ilaclut. A fine road also is discovered 
near Iluto de ¡a Calzada, between Varinas and Cana- 
gua, five leagues in length, the work of the aborigines 
in remóte times prior to the conquest. It is a cause- 
way of earth, fifteen feet high, Crossing a plain subject 
to inundation.

The Llanos and the Pampas are now fillcd with 
immense lierds of cattle and liorses; but, when Co­
lumbus arrived here, the horse and tlie cow liad tiever 
been seen in the New World, and the pastoral life 
liad no exístence there. M. I-Iumboldt indulges 
himself in 6peculating on the very different state in 
which the human race would have been found, had 
those animals been previously distributed ovcr this 
portion of the globe. Nomade hordes, subsisting on 
milk and cheese, would have spread themselves over 
thesevast regions, and, at the period of great droughts 
or innndations, would have fought for the possession 
of pastures. United by the common tie of manners, 
language, and worship, these nations would have 
risen to that state of semi-civilisation which is exhi-
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bitod l>y the pastoral nations of the Mongul and Tartnr 
race. “  America might then,”  lie adds, “  like the 
centre of Asia, have luid its conquerors, who, ascend- 
ing from tlic jilains to the table-lands of the Cordil­
leras, would Lave subdued the civilised nations of 
Perú and New Granada, overturned tho throne of the 
Incas and that of the Zuque of Cundinamarea, and 
sulisiltuted for a theocratic despotism, that despotism 
which resalís fVoin tho pafriardml government of a 
pastoral people. In the New World, the human race 
has not experieuced these great moral and political 
changos, hecause the steppos, thougli more fertile tlian 
thoso of Asia, liavo reinained without lierds; because 
nono of tlie animals that furiiisli milk in ahundance, 
are natives of the plañís of South America,* and be- 
cause, in tlie progressive devolopment of American 
civilisation, the intonnediato link is wanting, that 
connects tlie hunting with the agriculturul nations.”* 

Tliis general view of the physicnl aspcct and pro­
vincial divisions of the territory, will serve as a suffi­
cient introduction to the topographical details. Our 
business will now be, to follow the routes of the few 
travellers who liave penatrated the equinoccial regions 
of America; and in pnrsuing this plan, we shall eon- 
síder ourselves at liberty to take little further notice 
of the territorial boundarics, but símil adhere, for 
oonvenience’ sake, to the grand twofohl división of 
the country into the eastem and western portions so 
long di-stinguislicd by the ñames of New Granada and 
Venezuela or Caracas. We shall begin where Ilum- 
boldt commencos his personal narrative, and where 
Columbus first set bis f'oot on the New Continent,— 
the nortU-easterii eoast of Caracas.

• Pors. Xa*r. vol. iv. pp. 3M—31!); vot. ¡ii. pp. 527—A
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V EN EZU ELA  OU CARACAS.

T it e  period at which Barón Ilumlxddt and his 
frirnd M. Bonpland commenced thcir travels in the 
Xew Continent, was the last ycar ot' the oighteenth 
roiuury. Sinte then, these regions have beem the 
theatro of one of the rnost sanguinary struggles that, 
pwhaps, over oerurmd in any political revolutio», by 
which adióle districts have been ahuost depopulated. 
ts In the time of its greatest prosperity,” remarks 
Col. Hali, “  the conntry was comparatively a desert; 
Imt this desolatio» lias hcc» fearfully augnieuted 
dui-iug the revolntionary war.” Intermil dissensions, 
as Ilumboldt justly remarks, are tlie moro lo bo 
dreaded in regions wbere civilisation is lmt sfigiitly 
mited, and wliere, from the influence of elimate, the 
forests may soon regam their empire over cleared 
lands, if their culturo be suspended. The accomit 
fnmished bv this learnod Traveller, tlierefore, imist 
be considored as portraving the state of the colony at 
the begiuning of the nineteouth eentury. The same 
remark applios to the Travels of M. Dupons, formyrly 
agent to the l-Yench Uoverument at Caracas, udiore 
he residet! during the years 1801, 2, 3, and 4. The 
Statistical Descriptio» of Venezuela drawn up by 
M. Lavaysse, a Frendi colonist of Trinidad, cornos 
dowu no lator tlian 1307- hir. Seinple, an intelligont 
Bnglish traveller, luis giveu a brief account of the 
state of Caracas iu 11110. Sinee then, tlie only pub- 
lished travels that have reaehcd us, descriptive of this 
«•ountry, ;iro those of Captain Charles Stuart Cocliraue, 
of the Royal Navv, who visitet! both Caracas and 
Bogotá during the years 1323 and 4 • Imt his work 
relatos chinde t» the western ¡lortion of Colombia.
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and lie saw little of Venezuela. We shall therefore 
have to follow cliiefly in tlie track of JIM. Humboldt 
and Bonpland; and as their account dates prior to 
the Revolution, we have purposely reserved our his- 
torical sketch of the late events for the conclusión of 
tlie volunte, as a more appropriate sequel than intro* 
duction.

CUMANA.

I t  was on the lfitliof July, 1 7 9 0 , that the Travel- 
lers ancliored opposite the moutli of the river Man­
zanares, on the banks of whicli the eity of Cumana is 
huilt. “  Our eyes were fixed,” says the Writer, “ on 
the groupes of cocoa-trees that border the river, and 
the trunks of wliich, more than sixty feet high, 
towered over the landscape. The plain was covered 
with tufts of cassias, capers, and those arborescent 
mimosas which, like the pine of Italy, exteiul their 
branches in the form of an umbrella. The pinnatcd 
leaves of palms were conspicuous on the aznre of a 
sky, the clearness of which was unsullied by any trace 
of vapours. The snn was ascending rapidly towards 
the zenith. A dazzling light was spread through the 
air, along the whitisli liills, strewed with cylindric 
cactuses, and over a sea ever calm, the shores of which 
were peopled with alcatras,* egrets, and flamingoes. 
Tlie splendour of the day, the vivid colouring of the 
vegetation, the forms of the plants, the varied plumage 
of the birds, every thing announced the grand aspect 
of nature in the equinoctial regions.” f

À vast plain, or salt marsh, called E l Salado, con- 
sisting of whitish sand partially covered with low

* A specics of brown pelican o f  tho size o f  a swan. 
t  Pfr«. Nciv. vol. ií. p. U!3.
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shrubs,* divides the suburb of the Guayqucria In­
dians f'rom the sea-cnast. The city of Cumana, the 
capital of the oíd government of New Andalusia, is a 
mile distant from the cmbarcadere, or battery of the 
Bocea, which is the landing-place. It stands at the 
foot of a volcànic mountain, part of a groupe stretch- 
ing east and west from the summit of Imposibile to 
Port Mocliima, which appears to have fonned at some 
remote period an island in the Gulf of Cariaco. There 
is no doubt, Hmnboldt thinks, that tliat gulf has 
been produced by an irruption of the sea, and the 
whole of the sandy plain on which the city is built, 
was at one* time submerged by the waters.f The river 
Manzanares eneompasses the city on the south and 
west, separating it, on the south, from the suburbs of 
the Guayquerhis. This city, the most andent of all 
in Tierra Firme, was built by Gonzalo Ocampo in 
1320. í  It was at first called New Toledo. “  Fifty 
vears ago, i t was ouly a miserable village, that received

* Mangle prieto (avicenna tom entosa), sesuvium, yellow gom- 
phrena, and cactus, — shrubs fouinl only on the sea-shorc, and on 
the elevatod plains of the Andes within tiro torrid zone.

t  T h a t the gu lf owes Us existcnce to  a  ren t of the continent, is 
stated to  be a gcnerally received opinión am ong the inhabitaiU s: 
and it is rclated, tha t a t the tim e o f  the thircl voyage o f Christo- 
pher Colum bas, the natives mentioned it  as a very reecnt evem. 
“  In 1530, ihe inhabitants were alarmed by ncw shocks on the 
coasts of Paria and Cumana. Tire lands veré  inundated by the 
sea, and the svnall fort bu ilt by Jam es Castellón, was entircly ii«- 
stroyed. At the same time, an enorm ous opening ivas formed in 
th e  mountains o f Cariaco, on the shores of the Gulf, vvlien a  great 
body of water, mixta! witli asphaltum , issued from  th e  micaceous 
Bchist."—Mcmuoldt, vol. ii. p. 215.
. í  Ocampo's settieir.ent was destroyed by the Indians, and the 
real founder of the colony, M. Lavaysse contentis, was Governor 
Diego Castellón, who was sent o u t by the 'n-Ueneui o f San Do­
mingo. in 1523, after the exterm inaban oí' the cnl.mi'.u left bv the 
admirable í.as Casa? a fnv  ycars befare. 

i*.\u t  i. t
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annually two oï three small vessels from Spain, which 
divided the trade of the country with the Dutch and 
English smugglers. Wlien the edict of Charles III., 
dated Nov. 12, 1778, vulgarly called the free-trade 
law, which put an end to the monopoly of the Gui­
puscoà Company, revived the languishing agriculture 
and eommerce, the population of this province more 
than donhled in twenty years, and the riches of the 
country angniented in a progression still more consider. 
able. Thís province, its capital, and the other towns, 
are hononrable monuments,” continues M. Lavaysse, 
“  of the prodig'ious influence of an enlightened, pru­
dent, and disinterested governor on the prosperity of 
a colony. During nearly eleven years (from 1793 to 
1804) that Don Vicente de Emparan was governor 
of the colony, the liberal protection which he granted 
to agriculture and eommerce, had augmented,in 1805, 
the colonial produce to double wliat it was in 179!): 
cvery class of society was in good eircumstances, and 
many persons liad acquired considerable fortunes. The 
town had increased to triple its former size; houses ele- 
gantly huilt, with Italian roofs, had replaced hovels and 
huts; and a new quarter or suburb, that rivals the 
ancient town, took the venerated ñame of Emparan.” " 
The number of inhabitants of every age and colour, 
in 1802, is stated by M. Dupons at 24,000, of whom 
a large proportion were white Creóles. Wben M. La. 
vaysse was there in 1807, it amounted to upwards of 
28,000; and at the end of 1810, he says, it  had risen 
to 30,000, “  almost all industrious and laborions.”
M. Humboldt, however, considers this as an exagge- 
rated calculationi In 1800, the local government esti- 
mated the population at less than 12,000; and in 1802, *

* S tatlstkal Account. &c. p . £U.
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it could scarcely, he maintains, bave exceeded 19,000. 
The births in 1798, were only 522; in the cqninoctial 
regions of México they are as 17 to 100; whereas, if 
the population in 1800 had been 26,000, the births 
wouid have been but as 1 to 43. M. Dupons States 
the total population of the provinces of Cumana and 
Barcelona at 80,000 souls. “  The statements I  read 
on the spot,” says M. Lavaysse, in 1807, “  declared 
this population to be 96,000 persons.” The estimate 
cited by Col. Hall, rates the population of Cumana 
(including Barcelona) at 100,000 souls.

The town of Cumana contains two parish chunches, 
(one of whicli was evected in 1803,) two convents, 
Franciscan and Bominican, and a theatre, constructed 
on the same plan as that of Caracas, but much smaller. 
Bull-baiting, cock-fighting, and rope-daucing are, 
however, the favourite amusements. 55 Four years 
ago,” says M. Lavaysse, “  there was no town-clock 
in Cumana. While M. Humboldt was in this town 
in 1800, he constructed a very fine sun-dial there. 
When a stranger passes by this dial, in company with 
a Cumanese, the latter never fails to say ¡ ‘ We owe 
this sun-dial to the learned (saiio) Barón de Ilum- 
boldt.’ I remarked that they never pronounced the 
ñame of this ilhistrious traveller, without adding that 
epithet to it, and they speak of hitn with a mingled 
sentiment of admiration and regard. This town has 
no public establishment for the education ofyouth; it 
is, therefore, astonishing to íind any knowledge among 
its inhabitants; yet, there is some information disse- 
minated among many of the Creóles of- Oumaua. They 
are but seldom sent to Europe for their education : 
the most wealthy receive ít at Caracas, and the 
greater number under schoolmasters, from whom they 
lenrn the Spanish grammar, arithmetic, the first ele-
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ments of geonictry, drawing, a líttle Latín, and music. 
I  have remarked considerable talent, application, and 
good conduct in their youth, and less vivacity and 
vanity tlian among tliose of Caracas. Not being so 
ricli as the latter, the Cumanese are bronght up with 
principies of economy and industry; tliere are no 
idlers among them ; in general, the y are inclined to 
Business. Some apply themselves to the meehanical 
arts; others, to commerce. They have also a great 
partiality l'or navigation and trading witli the neigh- 
bouring colonies of other nations; and by their acti- 
vity and pmdence, they make considerable proíits with 
small capitals. Their articles of exportatinn are cátele, 
smoked meat (tassajo), and salted fish, which commo- 
dities they have in great abundance. Two poimds of 
heef are sold at Cnmana for twopence halfpenny, and 
twenty-two pounds of salt meat at from 3s. 4<1. to 
4s. 2(1. Fish is never weighed there: some days, 
there is such a quantity canght by the fishermen, that 
they give ten, twelve, or fifteen pounds’ weight for 5í/. 
The poor go to the sea-side with maize, cakes, and 
eggs, and harter thcm for fish. Eggs are the small 
change in Cinnana, Caracas, and other provinces of 
Vene7.uela, where copper coin is nnknown, the smallest 
piece in eireulation being a medio-real in silver, worth 
2}/l. I f  one goes into a sliop to huy something worth 
less than 2\d., they give as change two or tliree eggs; 
for a dozt'u of eggs there are worth onlv a 'medio-real. 
This is also the price of a measure of excellent milk, 
about a quart. A sheep is sold for a dollar, a fine turkey 
for 20d. or 2s., a fowl for y</., a fat capón “¡\d. to 1 Or/., 
a duele the same price. Game and wild fowl are fre- 
quently sold cheaper than butcher’s meat; and all 
those articles are still cheaper in the small towns of 
the interior. 1 lived at the best and dearest hotel in
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Cumana, at a doUar per day, including the expenses 
of my son and servant. They gave us for breakfast, 
coid meats, fish, chocolate, coffee, tea, and Spauish 
wine ; an excellent dinner, with Spanish and French 
wines, coífee, and liqueurs ; in the evening, chocolate. 
I  was well lodged and lighted. I  should have 
expended but half that sum if I  had gone to board 
and lodge in a family. In short, there is not a 
country in the world where one may Uve eheaper 
tlian in the province of Cumana. An excellent dinner 
may be had there for 1(W., not including wine, which 
does not cost more than 5d. per bottle to those who 
buy a quantity of it. Poor people drink punch, which 
is at a very low rate, for it does not cosí above 1 d. per 
quart.

“  The inhabitants of Cumana are very polite; it 
may even be said that they are excessively so. There 
is not so much luxury among them as at Caracas; 
their houses, however, are tolerably well furnished. 
They are very abstemious. Those dinners and festi­
vals which fbrm one of the charms of society in 
Europe, and which, in the Brithsh and French 
colonies, are repeated almost every day from the first 
of January to the last of December, are unknown to 
the inhabitants of Cumana and the other provinces of 
Venezuela.

“  The retail trade of Cumana is almost entirely in 
the hands of the Catalans, Biscayans, and Canarians. 
These men are chiefly sailors, who have begun to 
open shop with a few dollars, and who, in a few years, 
acquire fortunes by their frugality and industry. If a 
man of that country lands without a farthing, the 
first Catalan he meets takes him to his house, gives 
liirn work, or recommends him to some of his country- 
men. Tliere are many countries in which one brother 

c 2
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would not do for another that which a Catakm is 
always inclined to do for liis countrymen. I t was the 
Catalans who tuuglit the inliabitants to derivo advan- 
tage from varions local productions : for instante, 
from cocoa-nuts they make oil, an emulsión which is 
substituted for that of almnnds, and very good orgeat. 
They make excellent cables of tlie bavk of the mahel 
{bombax), and twino and cords of the aloe {«yave 
fcBlida)." *

The modo of catching ducks and otlier aquatiebirds 
practised by the Indians of Cariaco, is not a littlc 
amusing to the stranger, tliough not peculiar to this 
part of the New World. The natives leave calabashes 
continually floating on the water, that the birds may 
he accustomed to the sight of them. “  Whcn they 
wish to catch any of these wild fowl, they go into the 
water witli their heads covered each with a calabash, 
in which they make two lióles for seeing through. 
They thus swiin towards the birds, throwing a 
handfnl of maize on the water from time to time, 
of which the grains scatter on the surface. The birds 
approach to feed on the rnaizc, and at that moment 
the swimmer seizes them by the feet, pulís them 
under water, and wrings their necks before tliey 
can make the least movement, or, by their noise, 
spread an alarm among the ílock. The swimmer 
attaehes- tlioso he lias takou to liis girdle, and he 
generally takes as many as are necessary for liis 
family. Many liave no other trade in the neighbour- 
hood of some large towns, and daily take multitudes 
of these birds, which they sell at a low vate, tliough 
they are very good food.” -j-

All the houses of Cumana are low and slightly

•' Lavay^c, pp. 10-1.—|0o. •f Ibid. p. 112.
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liuUt, tlie freqüent earthquakes to which the town 
is snbject, compelling the inhabitants to sacriiice 
avclutectural boauty to personal sccimty. The violent 
shocks fd t in December I7!)7, titrew down almost all 
tlie edifices of stone, and rendered uninhabitable 
those tvhich were left standing*. No stceple or dome 
attracls from afar the eye of the tmvelier, but only a 
few trunks of tamarind, cocea, rnd date-trees, ri.se 
abore the ilat roofs of the houses. Earthquakes were 
very freqüent during- the sixteenth century; and, 
according to the traditious preserved at Cumana,* the 
sea often immdnted the sliores, risíng from fifteeu 
to twenty fatlioms. The inhahitants lled to the Cerro 
<le San Antonio, and to the hill oh  which the small 
l’ranrisenn convent now stands; and w it is even 
thought,” Humboldt adds, 44 that-these freqüent 
iimndations induced the inhabitants to build that 
quarter of the town which is backed by the moun- 
tain, and stands on a part of its dodivity.” The 
clevation of the present town above the sea-level 
is only fifty-three feet.-j- The year I7fíG "'as a fatal 
osle to the colonista. A drought had prevailed for 
íiftoen months, when, on the íülst of October in 
that year, the whole of the houses were overthrown in 
the space of a few minutes by liomontal oscillations of 
tlie earth, and the shocks were hourly repeated during 
fourteen months. Tito rcmombrance of that day was 
stiil porpetuated, at tlio heghming of the present cen­
tury, by a solemn religions procession. “ In sevcral 
parts of the province, the eartli oponed and threw out

*  No records esist a t  Cumana, owing to th e  contimtal devasta- 
tltnis oí' tlic termites, or w hite ants, which go fu rther back than a  
hundred and iiftv yeavs.

f  Lavnys'-c, |i. in".
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sulphureous wàters. These irruptions were very fre­
qüent in a plain extending towards Casanay, two 
leagues to tlie east of the town of Cariaco, known 
by the ñame of the tierra hueca (hollow ground), 
because it appears entirely undermined by tbermal 
springs. During the years 1760 and 7? the inhabit* 
ants of Cumana encamped iu the streets, and they 
began to rebuild tbeir houses wlien the earthquakes 
took place onhj once a monlh! Wliat occurred at 
Quito, immediately after the great catastrophe of 
the 4th of Fcbruary, 1707, took place on these coasts. 
While the ground was in a state of continual oscilla- 
tion, the atmosphere seemed to dissolve into -water. 
The rivers were swollen by these sudden torrents 
of rain ; the year was extremely fertile; and the 
Indians, whose frail huts easily resist the strongest 
shocks, celebrated, from ideas of old superstition, 
with feasting and dances, the destruction of the 
world and the approacking epoch of its regenera- 
tion.” *

Another remarkable earthquake took place in 1794, 
characterised by the same horizontal oscillations. But 
the fatal one of December 1797, was attended, for the 
first time at Cumana, by a vertical motion, or raising 
up of the ground. More than four-fifths of the city 
were then entirely destroyed. The shock was attended 
by a very loud subterraneous noise, resembling the 
explosión of a mine at a great depth. Happily, it was 
preceded by a slight imdulating motion, whick gave 
warning to the inhabitants to escape into the streets, 
and a small number only perished of those who had 
assembled in the churclies. Ilalf an liour before the 
catastrophe, also, a strong smell of sulj>hur was

H um boldt, vol. ii. p. 21/.
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pereeived near tlio bilí of tlie Franciscan convent; 
and at this spot, the subterraneous noise, which 
seemcd to proceed í’rom S.E. to N.W., 'vas hearcl the 
londest. At the same time, flames issucd from the 
earth on the lianks of the Manzanares, near the 
hospitio of the Capucliins, and in the Gulf of Cariaco, 
near Mariguitar. This last phenomenon, Humboldt 
States, is of frecjnent occnrrence in the calcareous 
mountains near Cnmanacoa, in the valley of Bor­
dones, the island of Margarita, and the mesas (flats) 
of Cari and Guampa in the Idanos of Cumana.* 
“ Tu these savannas, flakes of fire rise to a con­
siderable lieight; they are seen for hours together in 
tiie driest places ; and it is asserted, that, on examin- 
ing the ground which furnishes the inflammaiilo 
matter, no crevice is to be found. This fire, which 
resembles the Will-o’-the-wisp of our marslies, does 
not buril the grass; because, no donbt, the column 
of gas which developes itself, is mixed with azote and 
carbònic acid, and does not buril at its basis. The 
people, although less superstitioris here than in Spain, 
cali these reddish flames by the singular ñame of 
the sottl o f the tyrant, imagining that the spectre 
of López Aguirre, harassed by remorse, wanders over 
these coimtries sullicd hy his crimes.” -f' During bis

* “  A t about a  lcagnc and a  ]¡alf from  tho low n o f Cariaco, 
near the road to Cam pano, is a  lakc, or ratiicr inarsit, o f about 
half a  Icague in longlh by ncarly liic same breadth, which is the 
resovt o f innumerable reptiles, toads, serpents, and crocodilus; it is 
there, also, according to the assertions of the inhabitants, th a t the 
tiger-cats go to quench tlieir thirst. I t  ivas a t ten o'cloek a t  night 
th a t 1 first passed near this m arsh ; it cxhaled a  hydrogcn-sul- 
phurous odour extremely nauseous, and phosphovic fires appeared 
on its surfacc. I collcctcd petroleum on the brink o f this mai.sh.” 
— L avavssk , p. llti.

I W lien, a t ru m a n a , or in the island of M argarita, the people 
speak ofi'.V T im iw v  (the tyrant), ¡t is nlways to llenóte the infair.or.s
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rcsidence in Perú, 31. Humboldt observed that, at tlie 
end of víolent earthquakcs, the lierbs tliat cpver tlie 
savannas of Tucuman acquíred noxious propcrties ; 
an epidemic disease took place among the cattle, and 
a great rmmber of tlicm appcared stupified or snfFo- 
caled by tlie deleterious vapours exlialed from the 
ground. Prior to an earthquake, dogs, goats, and 
swiiie, are observed to gire warning of the approach- 
ing danger by their restlessness and their cries, which 
may very possibly, as he suggests, be occasioned 
by some gascons emanation from the earth which 
they perccive. Very slight oscillations, also, and a 
hollow gound which does not escape the practised ear 
of a resident, gcnerally precede a violent shock: the 
cry of “  misericordia, letnbla, t e m b la is then raised, 
and a false alarm is very rarely given by a native. 
The oíd and commonly received Opinión, tliat there 
exists a perceptible connexion between earthquakcs 
and the previous state of the atmosphere, M. Hura- 
boldt considers as unfounded. Violent shocks have 
been fonnd to take place equally in dry and in 
wet wcather, when the coolest winds blow, or dnring 
a dead and suffocating calm. “  From the great 
numbor of earthqnakes,”  he says, “  which I  have 
witnessed, hoth north and south of the equator, on 
the continent, and in the basin of the seas, on the 
coasts and at 2,500 toises height, it appeavs to me

Lope/. d’Aguírre, wlio, after having taken parí, in 1560, in
tlie  revolt o f I’erdmando (le Guarnan, agalnst P edro (le Orsua, 
com mandar of an expeditio» ¡n search o f E l Dorado, and m ur- 
dered Guxraan him sclf, seized and devastated the island of M ar­
garita, whore the jio rt o f  Paraguacho still bears tire ñam e o f  the 
T y ran t's  P ort. M r. Southey has done his best to  give interest 
to  th e  frightfu l and disgusting story o f  thls insane desperado's 
brief b u t atrocious careor, in  his “  E xpedido» o f  Orsua.” — fcap. 
Ovo. Loiul. 1021.
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that the oscillations ave generally very independent of 
the previons state of the atmosphere.” * Nor (loes it 
appear tliat the depression of the barometer is by any 
means a constant presago or effeet of thesc stupendous 
phenomena. “  We can scarcely doubt,” remarks the 
same learned ‘Writer, “ that the earth, when opened 
and agitated by shocks, spreads occasionally gaseous 
emanations throngh the atmosphere, in places remote 
from the mouths of volcanoes not extinct. At 
Cumana, as already mentioned, fiamos and vapours 
mixed witli sulphurons acid, spring up from the most 
arid soil. In otlier parts of the same province, 
the earth ejeets water and petroleum. At Riobamba, 
a muddy and inflammable mass, called moya, issues 
from crevices that close again, and accumulates into 
elevated liills. At seven leagues from Lisbon, near 
Colares, during the terrible eartlupiake of Nov. I, 
1755, flames and a colnmn of thick smoke were seen 
to issue from the flanks of the rocks of Alvidras, and, 
according to some witnesses, from the bosom of the 
sea. This smoke lasted several days, and it was the 
more abundant in proporción as the subterraneous 
noise which accompanied the shocks was louder. 
Elàstic fluids thrown into the atmosphere, may act 
locally on the barometer, not by their mass, which is 
very small coinparod to the mass of the atmosphere, 
but because, at the moment of the great explosions, 
an ascending current is probably formed, which 
diminishes the pressure of the air. I am inclined

« I t  was observert, th a t previously to  th e  oarthquakc which 
ilestroyeii Alcppo in  UtiS, there was nothing rem arkable in  the 
w eather o r  state o f  the atm osphere; and M. Volncy's rem ark , that 
the carthquakcs of Syria are ahnost wholly confincii to the w inter 
season after the au tum nal rains, was shewn to  be au erroneous 
3«m nptio)i.—?ee M ou. T rav. St/r ra . vol. i. p- 2h.
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to tliink, that, in the greater mmiher of earthquakes, 
nothing escapes frcnn the agitatsd earth; and that, 
where gascons emanatioiïs and vapours take place, 
they oftener accompany, or follotv, than precede the 
shocks. ïh is  last circumstance explains a fact which 
seems indubitable; I mean that mysterious influence, 
in equinoctial America, of earthquakes on the climate, 
and on the orderof the dry and rainy seasons. If the 
earth generally acts on the air only at the moment 
of the shocks, we can conceive why it is so rare, that 
a sensible meteorological change hecomes the presage 
of these great revolutions of nature.

“ The hypothesis according to which, in the earth­
quakes of Cumana, clastic lluids tond to escape froïn 
tlie surfaco of the soil, seems confirmed by the observa- 
tion of the drcadful noise which is heard during the 
shocks at the borders of the wells in the plain of 
Charas. Water and sand are sometimes thrown out 
twcnty fcct higli. Similar phenomena have not 
escaped the observation of the ancients, who inhabited 
parts of Greece and Asia Ivíinor ahounding with 
caverns, crevices, and snbterraneous rivers. Nature, 
inits uniformprogTess, every whcrc suggests the same 
ideas of the causes of earthquakes, and the means 
by which man, forgetting the measure of llis strength, 
pretends to diminish the effect of the subtemmeous 
explosions. What a great Roman naturalist (Plinv) 
has said of the utility of wells and caverns, is repeated 
in the New World by the most ignorant Indians of 
Quito, wlien they shew travellers the guaicos or 
crevices of Pichincha.

“  The suhterraneous noise, so freqüent during 
earthquakes, is generally not in the ratio of the 
strength of the shocks. At Cumana, it cnnstanlly 
precedes thonn while at Quito, and, for a short time
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past, at Caracas, and in the West India I-slands, a 
noise like the discharge of a battery was lieard a long 
time after the shocks liad ceased. A tliird kind of 
phenomonon, the most remarkable of the whole, is the 
rolling of those subterraneous thunders which last 
several months, without heing accompanied by the 
least oscillating motion of the ground.”

Naturalists had supposed, that certain species of 
rocks are alone fttted to propagate the shocks; but 
M. Humboldt lias shewn this opinión to be erroneous, 
by referring to the granites of Lima and Acapulco, 
the gneiss of Caracas, the mica-slate of the peninsula 
of Araya, the trappean porphyries of Quito and 
Popayan, and the secondary limestones of Spain and 
New Andalusia, as sharing equally in the convulsive 
movements of the globe. Yet, it appears that, in 
some instances, the superior strata have been found 
capable of resisting for a time the iniluence of the 
commotion. Thus, in the mines of Saxony, work- 
men have been known to hasten up, afFrighted by 
oscillations which were not felt at the surface of 
the ground. At Cumana, before the great catas- 
trophe of 1797, the earthquakes were felt only along 
the Southern coast of the Gulf of Cariaco, which is a 
calcareous formation, as far as the town of that name; 
while the inhabitants of the peninsula of Araya, 
which is composed of mica-slate, found themselves 
in secnrity. Since then, however, new Communica­
tions appear to have been opened in the interior 
of the earth, and the promontory of Araya has 
become in its tum a particular centre of the shocks. 
The earth is sometimes strongiy shaken at the village 
of Maniquarez, when, on the coast of Cumana, the 
inhabitants enjoy an undisturbed tranquillitv.

The earthquakes of Cumana are connected with
'PA R T i .  r>
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those of the West India Islands; u and it has even 
been suspected,”  Hmnholdt says, “  that they have 
some cmmexioji with the. volcànic pheuomena of the 
Andes.”  The ernption of the volcano of Guadaloupe, 
on September 27, 1707, vas íbllmvcd, on the 4th of 
Novemher, 1707, hy a destructive eurthquake in 
Quito, in wlticli nearíy 40,000 natives perished, and, 
on the l·lth of l)ccemï;er, hy the great earthquake of 
Cumana. Duríng eight months, the inhaüitants of 
the eastern Antilles were alurmed hy shocks. Ou 
the 30th of April, 1812, the volcano of St. Vineent’s, 
which liad not emitted llames sinoe 1718, broke fovth 
anem, and the evnption was preceded liy repeated 
earthquakes during eleven months. The total ruin 
of the city of Caracas oecurrcd on tiie 20tli of March 
prcceding, and violent oscillations were felt hoth 
on the coasts and in the islands. “  Several facts,” 
continues the leanied Writer, “  tend to prove, that 
the causes which produce earthquakes have a near 
connexion with those that act in volcànic evuptions. 
\Ve leavned at Pasto, that the column of black 
and tliick sinoke which, in 3 707, issued for several 
months from the volcano near this shore, disappeaved 
at the very hour wlien, sixty leagues to the south, the 
towns of Riobainba, l·Iambato, and Tacunga were 
overtumed hy an enormons shock. When, in the 
interior of a burning crater, we are seatecl near those 
hillocks formed by ejections of scorias and aslies, we 
feel the motion of the gvound several seconds before 
each partial eraption takes plnce. We observed this 
phenomenon at Vesuvius in 1805, while the mountain 
threw out scorise at a white heat; we were witnesses 
of it in 1802, on the brínk of the immense crater of 
Pichincha, from which, nevertheless, at that time, 
clonds of sulphnreous acid vapnurs only issued.
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u Every thing in earthqnakes seems to indicate 
the action of elàstic ñuids seeking an outlet to spread 
themselves in the atmosphere. Often, on the coasts 
of the South Sea, the action is almost instantancously 
coinmunicated from Chili to the Gulf of Guayaquil, a 
distance of six hundred leagues; and, wliat is very 
rcmarkable, the shocks appear to he so much the 
stronger, as the country is more distant from l.mrning 
volcanoes. The granitic mountains of Calabria, 
covered with very recent breccia, the calcareous chain 
of the Apcnnines, the country of Pignerol, the coasts 
of Portugal and Greece, those of Perú and Terra 
Firma, afford striking proofs of tliís assertion. The 
globe, it may be said, is agitated with greater forcé, in 
proportion as the surface has a smaller number of 
funuels communicating with the eaverns of the in­
terior. At Naples and at Messina, at the foot of 
Cotopaxi and of Tunguragua, earthqnakes are dveaded 
only when vapours and llames do not issue from the 
crater. In the kingdom of Quito, the great catas- 
troplie of Riobamba, which we have before mentioned, 
lias led several well-informed persons to think, that 
tliis unfortunate country would be less often desolatcd, 
if the subterraneous ñre should break the porphyritic 
dome of Chimborazo, and if tliis colossal mountain 
should become a burning volcano. At all times analo- 
gous faets have led to the same iiypothesis. The 
Greeks, who, like ourselves, attributed the oscillations 
oftheground to the tensión of elàstic fluids, cited in 
favour of their opinión the total cessation of the 
shocks at the island of Eubcea, by tlie opening of 
a crevice in the Lelantine plain.”

In Cumana, as well as in Chili and Perú, the 
shocks follow the course of the sliore, and extend bul 
littlo inland. Tliis ennriot arise merely from the

39
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lowness of the groimcl on the coase, as the Llanos by 
no means participate in the agitation, although they 
are scarcely fifty or sixty feet above the level of 
the sea. M. Humboldt considere the circumstance 
as indicating the intimate connexion between the 
causes tliat produce earthquakes and volcànic erup- 
tions. In like manner, it is the coasts of Syria and 
of Asia Minor which are liahle to tliese tremendous 
visitations. A t the period of the earthquake of 
Lisbon, on November 1, 1755, the ocean immdated, 
in Europe, the coasts of Sweden, Englaud, and Spain; 
in America, the islands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and 
Martinique. At Barbadoes, where tlie tides rise only 
from twenty-four to twenty-eight inches, the water rose 
twenty feet in Carlisle Bay, and became “ as black 
as ink.” In the West Indies, and in several lakes of 
Switzerland, this extraordinary motion of the waters 
was observed six hours after the first shock was felt at 
Lisbon. At Cádiz, a mountam of water sixty feet 
high was seen eight miles distant at sea, which threw 
itseif impetuously on the coast, and beat down a 
great number of edifices; like the wave eighty-four 
feet high, which, on the 9th of June, 158G, at the 
time of the great earthquake of Lima, entered the 
port of Callao. These phenomena, M. Humboldt 
adduces as proofs of subterranean Communications at 
enormous distances. The interest of the subjcct will 
suffieiently justify the lengtli of this digression.

Cumana stands in lat. 10° 27' 52" N., and long. 
66° 30' 2" W . of Paris.* The climate is very hot. 
From the month of June to the end of Octolier, 
the temperature usually rises to 90° or even 95° of

*  According to  H um boldt. M . D epous s ta t»  i t  to  be in  la t. 
10° 37' 37" N ., and long. (56° 30" W . o f  Paris. M. Lavaysse says, 
a t . 20° 37' N ., and long. 64« 10' W.
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Fahr. during tlie day, and seldom descends to 80° 
duríng tlie night. The sea-breeze, hovever, tempers 
the heat of the climate. From the beginning of 
November to the end of March, the heats are not so 
great: the thermometer is then betveen 82° and 84° 
in the daytime, and generally falls to 77° and even 
75° in the night. * There is scarcely ever any rain in 
the plain in whicli Cumana is situated, tliough it fre- 
quently rains in the adjacent mountains. “  In very 
heavy showers,” says Humboldt, “ we hear in the 
streets, Que hielo ! estoy emparamado, How icy coid !
I  shiver as if I  was on the top of the mountains;_
though the thermometer, exposed to the rain, sinks 
onlyto 21-5° (centigrade thermometer).” The heats 
are somewhat less oppressive on the side totvards the 
sea-shore than in the oíd totvn, where the calcareous 
soil and the proximity of the hill of Fort San Antonio, 
combine to raise the temperature in an extraordinary 
degree. In the suburb of the Guayquerias, the sea- 
breezes llave free access, and the soil, being clayey, is 
thought to be less exposed on that account to the 
violent shocks of earthquakes. The subnrbs are 
almost as populous as the ancient town. On the road 
to the Playa Chica, nortli of the city, is that of 
Los Serritos; towards the S.E. is that of San Fran­
cisco \ that of the Guayquerias is the most consider­
able. These natives are a tribe of civilised Indians, 
the fincst race of men, next to the Caribs of Spanish 
Guayana, in this country. They originally belonged 
to the Guaraouno nation, of whom some traces still 
exist in the swampy lands bordering on the Orinoco ; 
but for a century past, no native of either Cumana or

* Lavayssc, p. IOS. M. Dopons says, tlie tlierm ometer of 
Rúaum ur risos iti Ju ly  to  23° in the day, and to  19° in  tire n ight; 
tile maximum is 2 / ° ; the m ínim um  1 7 °.
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Margarita has spoken any language but the Castilian. 
The denomination of Guayquerias, Uke tliat of Peru- 
vian, owcs its origin to a mistake. “  The companions 
of Christophev Columbus, coasting along the island of 
Margarita, wherc still, on the northern coast, resides 
the nohlest portion of the Guayqucria nation, met a 
few natives who were harpooning fish. They asked 
them, in the Hayti language, their ñame; and the 
Indian3, thinking that the question related to their 
harpoons, answered, Guaike, guaitce  ̂ whích signifies 
a pointed pole.” They linve been from the first the 
steady frieuds of the Spaniards, and liave ahvays been 
styled in ofí'ieinl papers, the king’s “  dear, noble, and 
loyal Guayquerias.” They diífer very strikingly in 
physiognomy from the Chaymas and the Caribs, liave 
npparently great muscular strength, and are of a com­
plexión between brown and copper colour. They are 
chiefly fisliermen.

On leaving the ludían suhurb, and ascenrting the 
Manzanares towards the south, the traveller arrives 
at a grpve of cactus,—“ a delightful spot shaded by 
tainarinds, brasiicttoes, bombas, and other plañís re- 
markable for their leaves and flowers.” The soil here 
affords rich pasturage, and there are dairy-houscs, 
built with reeds, and separated from each other by 
clumps of trees, in which the milk is kept fresh in 
porous earthen vessels. “  A prejudice prevalent in 
the eountries of the north liad long led me,” suys 
riumboldt, “  to belicve, that cows, under the torrid 
zone, do not yield rich milk; but my abode at Cumana 
convinced me that the ruminating animals of Europe 
become perfeetly habítuated to tlie most scorching 
dimates, providod they fiad water and good nourish- 
ment. The milk is excellent in the provinces of New 
Andalusia (Cumana), Barcelona, and Venezuela (Ca-
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racas); and tlie butler is bettcr in the plañís oí the 
equinoccial zones tlian mi tlie ridge oí' the Andes, 
M-liere the Alpine plañís, enjoying in no season a suf- 
ficiently liigh tein]>erature, are less annnatic tlian on 
the I’vrenees, the mountains of Estremadura, and 
those oí' Greece.” The waters of the Manzanares 
are limpid, and the hanks are very pleasant, shaded hy 
mimosas, ervthrinas, and other trees of gigantic 
growth. The elhldren pass great part of their lives 
in the water. “  The whole of the inhahitants, even 
the women of the rnost opulent families, know how 
to S'vim ; and in a eountry where man is so near the 
state of nature, one of the first qüestions asked on 
meeting in the morning is, whether the water is 
cooler than on the preceding evening. The mode of 
bathing is various. Wc every evening (continues 
Humboldt) visited a very respectable society in the 
sulmrb of the Guayquerias. In a fine moonlight 
niglit, chaira were placed in the water; the men and 
women were lightly clothed, as in some baths in the 
north of Europe, and the íamily and stnmgers, asscm- 
bled in the river, passed some time in smoking segars, 
and in talking, according to the custom of the eountry, 
of the extreme dryness of the season, of the abundant 
rains in the neighbouring district, and particularly of 
the luxury of whicli the ladies of Cumana accuse those 
of Caracas and the Ilavaunah. The company were 
under noiipprehensions from the lavas or small ero- 
codiles, wliich are now extremely scarce, and approach 
men without attacking them. These animals are 
three or four feet long. IVe never met with them in 
the Manzanares, lmt with a great number of dolphins 
(¿oninas), which sometimos ascend the river in the 
night, and frighten the bathers bv spouting water.” 

The longitudinal vallcy traversed bv the river, is
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formed by the lofty mountains of the interior and 
the Southern declivity of the Cerro de San Antonio. 
This plain, which is the only thoroughly wooded parí 
in the environs, is called the Plain des Charas (cov- 
rupted frora chacras, garden-cottages), on account of 
the numerous plantations along the river. A narrow 
path leads across the forest, from the hill of San Fran­
cisco to the hosjñce of the Capuchins, a very pleasant 
country-house, huilt by the Arragonese monks as 
an asylum for aged and infirm missionaries. Ad- 
vaneing towards the west, the trtíes of the forest 
become larger, and a few monkeys (machi) are met 
with, which are rare in the neighbourhood of Cumana. 
The Manzanares, like all the rivers of this province, 
has its source in that part of the llanos distinguished 
by the ñames of the mesas or plateaus of Jonoro, 
Amana, and Guanipe. Were irrigation introduced, 
the whole of this plain might be rendered productive. 
As it is, all tlic plains, especially those on the coast, 
wear a melancholy, dusty, and arid appearance, ex- 
cept where the windings of the river are distinguish- 
able by the fresh and luxuriant vegetation on its bor- 
ders. “ The hill of Fort San Antonio, solitary, white, 
and bare, reflects a great mass of light and radiant 
heat: it is eomposed of breccia. In the distance, 
towards the south, a vast and gloomy curtain of 
mountains stretches along. These are tlie liigh cal- 
careous Alps of New Andalusia, surmounted by sand- 
stone and other more recent formations. Majestic 
forests clothe this cordillera, which are joined by a 
wooded vale to the open clayeylands and salt marshes 
in the immediate vicinity of Cumana. A few birds 
of considerable size contribute to give a particular 
character to these countries; On the sea-shore, and 
in the gulf, are seen ílocks of fishing herous and alca-
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iras, a large species of peliean of a very unwieldy 
form, which swim, like the swan, raising their wings.* 
Noarer the habítations of mea, thonsands of galinazos 
(carrion vultures), the true jaekals of tlio winged 
tribe, are cver busy in stripping the careases of ani­
mals.”  “  After violent showers, the dried plain ex­
hibits an extraordinary phenomenon. The earth 
drenched with rain, and again heated by the rays of 
the sun, emits that irmsky odour which, under the 
tòrrid zone, is commou to animals of very different 
classes,—to the jaguar, the small species of tiger-cat, 
the thiok.nosed tapir, the galinazo vulture, the cro­
codile, the viper, and the rattle-snake. The gaseous 
emanations which are the vehicle of this odour, ap- 
pear to be evolved in proportion only as the mould, 
containing the spoils of an innumerable quantity of 
reptiles, worms, and inseets, begins to he impregnated 
with water. I  have seen índian children of the tribe 
of the Chayraas, draw out from the earth and eat 
millepedes or scolopendras eighteen inches long and

* “  N othingcan l)c moro agreeabie," says M. Lavayssc, spcakiiig 
o f  the innumerable marine birds th a t freqüent the gulf, “  tima 
to sec a t  sun-rise all tliosü birds íssuing by thousands from  the 
inangrove-lrecs, w hete tliey pass th e  n igh t, and  disperse over the 
snrfate of the water toseek  theirfood. When their hunger is sntis- 
fied, somc repose ou the inud and sand-banlts! sam e swim on the 
w ater for inere diversión; whílc others covcr lile branches o f  all 
th e  iieighbonring trees. 1 have seca a  bank  o f  sarui above 300 
yards in longth, and the little  banks o r islands near it, ontirely 
covered w ith these aquatic birds. Tliosc i recognised were ilainin- 
gocs o f  all ages and colours, pelicans, herons, boobics, five o r sis  
kliuls o f ducks, o fw lik h  one is largor than th a t of India, several 
kimls of water-lieus, and  a  bird as w hite and as largo as a  swan, 
b u t which lias a  long beak, red and  pointed, longer and niore deli­
cate legs, and feet formed likc tiloso of the sw an ; i t  S'vims likc 
tha t bird, but flics m uch better. I also saw m any other birds 
which, I am  sure, have nevor been dcscribed by any naturalist.”— 
Lavayhsis, p. lio.
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seven lines broad. Whenever tlie solí is turned up, 
we are stvuck witli tlie mass oí' organic substances 
which by turns are developed, transformed, and de- 
composed. Nature in these elimates appears more 
active, more fruitful, we miglit even say, more pro­
diga! of life.

“  As tlie inhabitants of Cumana prefer the coolness 
of tbe sea-bvee/.e to tlie appearance of vegetatio», 
they aro acoustomed to no otlierwalk tlian tliat of the 
open shorc. Tlie Spaniards, who are accused in gene­
ral of having no prodilection for trces or the warbling 
of birds, liave transportet! tlieir prejudices and their 
habits into the colonios. In Terra Firma, México, 
and Peru, it is rare to see a native piant a troe merely 
witli the view to procure himself shade; and if we ex- 
cept the envírous of the great capitals, walks bordered 
witli trees are almost nnknown in these countries. 
On the sliore, we enjoy, especially at sun-rise, a very 
beautiful prospect over an elevated groupe of cai- 
careous mountains. Storms are formed in the centre 
of this cordillera ; and we see from afar tliick clouds 
resolve tliemselves into abundant rains, while, during 
seven or eiglit months, not a drop falls at Cumaua. 
The Brigantine, wliich is the highest part of this 
chain, raises itself in a very picturcsque manner be- 
liind Brito and Tataraqual. It takes its name from 
the form of a very deep valley on the northern decli- 
vity, whieh resembles the inside of a sliip. The sum- 
mit of this mountain is almost bare of vegetation, and 
flattened like tlmt of Mowna-Roa in the Sandwich 
Islands. It is a perpendicular wall, or, to use a more 
expressive terra of the Spanish navigators, a table 
(??!<?*■«). The governor of Cumana sent, in 1797i a 
band of detevmined men to explore this entirely desert 
country, and to open a direct road to New Barcelona
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liy the summit yf the Mena. It "'as reasonably ex- 
pected, that chis "'ay "'ould be slsorcer and less dan. 
gerous to the healdi of travellers tlian that which is 
pursued by tbe eouriers along the coast; but every 
attempt te cmss tlie chain uf the ISrigantine is 
fmitless. Tu this part of America, as in the Blue 
Mountains of Nnv Holhmd, it is not so muoli the 
heiglit of the cordilleras, as the form of the rocks, 
that presents obstacles dilficult to surmount.

“  The port of Cumana is a road capable of receiving 
all the navios of Europe. The whole of the Gulf of Car­
iaco, which is dó miles long and Ctí miles bruad, afFords 
excellent ancliorage. The great ocean is not more caira 
and pacilic on the coasts of Perú, than the Sea of the 
Antilles from Puerto Cabello, and especially from 
Cape Cordera to the Point of Parla. The hnrrieanes 
of the West Lidies are never l'elt in these regions; and 
the vessels are without decks. The only danger in 
the port of Cumana, is the shoal of Morro Jïoxo, 
which is !)0ü fathoms broad from E. to W., and so 
steep, that you are upon it aimost without waniing.” *

One of the excursions which M. Humboldt made 
during- his residence at Cumana, was to the peninsula 
of Araya on the opposite side of the gulf. They em- 
barked on the river Manzanares about two in the 
morning. “ The night was delightfully cool. Swarms 
oí' phospiioresccnt insects glitlered in the air. We

* Pevs. N arr. ro l. íi. p. 20-1—12. M. I.avaysse describes Uie 
gulf as twelvc bagues long and from three to  four la  breadlli 
Ihroughout its extern. Even if  Spanish bagues be m eant, this is 
strangely a t  variante with H um boldt. H e agrees witli the la ltcr 
in describing i t  a-, a  magnificout port, where large ships may ride 
in safety from all wealhers, ofiéring in all parís good anchoragc 
and naiural ivhavlV. “  üaU erb , o f heavy m ortars placed at cach 
sido o f  Ihe enivauctt couM hioder ihe m ost formidable fietis from 
nucring." p. Mí*.
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know liow common tlie glow-worm is in the soutli oí 
Europe; but the picturesque effect it produces, cannot 
be compared to those innumerable, scattered, and 
moving lights that embellish the nights of the torrid 
7,one, and seem to repeat on the earth, along the vast 
extent of the savannas, the spectacle of the starry 
vault of the sky. As we drew near some plantations, 
we saw bonfires kindled by the negroes: a líglit, un- 
dulating smoke rose to the tops of the palm-trees, and 
gave a reddish colour to the disk of the moon. It 
was on a Sunday night, aud the slaves were dancing 
to the noisy and monotonous music of the guitar. 
We landed about eight in tb« moming at the Point of 
Araya, near the new salt-works. A solitary house 
stands in a plaín destitute of vegetation, near a bat- 
tery of three guns, which is the only defence of this 
coast, since the destruction of Fort San Diego. The 
inspector of the sult-vorks passes his life in ti ham- 
mock, wlience he issues his orders to the workmen s 
a king’s boat {la lancha del re) brings liim every 
wcek his provisions íroin Cumana. It is surprising, 
that a salt-work which formerly excited the jealousy 
of the English, the Dntch, and other maritime powers, 
lias not given rise to a village or even a farm: a few 
huts only of poor ludían íishennen aro found at the 
extremity of the Point of Araya.

“ The abundance of sale contained in tlie peninsula 
of Araya, was already known to Alonzo Ninno, wlien, 
following the steps of Columbus, Ojeda, and Arnerigo 
Vespueci, he visited tliese countries in 1499. Though, 
of all the people on the globe, the natives of America 
are those who consume the least salt, because they 
scarcely eat any thing but vegetables, it nevertheless 
appears, that the Guayquerias already dug into the 
clayey and muriatiferous soil of Punta Arenas. Even
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tlie brine-pits, whicli are «ow called new, and which 
ave sitúate at tiie extremity of Cape Araya, liad been 
worked at very eavly periods. The Spaniards settled 
at Jim at Cubagua, and soon after on the coasts of 
Cumana, worked, from the beginningof the sixteenth 
century, the sait marches which stretch away in the 
form of a mere to the north of Cerro de la Vela. As 
at tliat period the península of Araya luid no settled 
pupulation, the Dutch availed themselves of the na­
tural fiches of a soil which appeared a property com­
mou to all nations. In our days, each colony has it» 
owu salt-works, and navigation is so much improved, 
that the merchants of Cádiz can send sait, at small ex­
pense, from Spain and Portugal to the Southern liemi- 
sphere, a distante of 1,900 leagnes, to cure meat at 
Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. These advantages 
were unknown at the tíme of the conquest; colonial 
industry liad then made so little progress, that the 
sait of Araya was carricd at great expense to the West 
India Islánds, Carthagena, and Portobello. In 1605, 
iheconrt of Madrid sent arzned sliips to Punta Araya, 
with orders to station themselves there, and expel 
the Dutch by forcé of arms. The Dutcli, liowever, 
continued to carry on a contraband trade in sait till, 
in 1622, a fort was built near clic salt-works, that 
atterward hecamo celebrated under the ñame of the 
Castillo de Santiago, or of the lleal Fuer/a de Araya. 
The great sait marches are laid down on the old- 
est Spanish maps, sometimcs as a hay, and at otlier 
times as a mere. Laot, who wrote his Orbis Novus 
in 1638, and who liad some excellent notions respect- 
ing these coasts, expressly States, that the mere was 
separated from the sua by an isthmus above the level 
of lüglt water. In 1726, an extraordiuary event de- 
stroyed the salt-works of Araya, and rondered tho
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fort, tlie construetion of wliicli liad cost more than a 
million of piastros, useless. An impetuous hurricnne 
took place, which was a very rare phenomenon in 
tliese regions, where the sea is in general as taha as 
the water in our large rivers. The wares overflowed 
tlie lamí to a great extent; and hv the efi’ect of this 
irruptlon of the orean, the salt-lake was converted 
into a gulf several miles in length. Since this period, 
artificial reservoirs, or pits(e««?/s), havebceji formetl, 
to the íiorth of the range of hilis which separates the 
castle from the northern coast of the peninsula.*

“  The province of Caracas possesses fine salt-works 
at Los Hoques: tliat which formorly existed at the 
small island of Tortuga, where the soil is strongly im- 
]>regnatcd with muriat of soda, was destroyed byorder 
of tiie Spanish govorninent. A canal was mude, by 
which the sea has free access to the salt-marshes. 
Foreign nations who luive colonies in the "West 
Indies, freqüent this uninhabited island; and the 
court of Madrid, from views of suspicions policy, was 
apprehensi ve, that the salt-works of Tortuga would 
liave given rise to settlements, by means of which an 
illicit trade would liave been carried on with Terra 
Firma.

“ The royal administration of the salt-works of 
Araya dates only from the year 1792. Befare that 
period, tliey were in the hands of Indian fisliermen, 
who inanufacturcd salt at their pleasuve, and sold it,

* O f betwccn 0 and 10,001) f a n r o t i a  (each -1001b. weiglit) fur- 
nished by Cinnana and Barcelona in l'Oíl, 0,000 only wcve pro- 
duced by the salt-works of Araya: the rest was extracted from 
the sea-water a t  the m o r r o  o f Barcelona, a t  I’oznelos, a t  P ir ita , 
and in Ihc G o lfo  T r ía la .  In  México, the salt Jake of P e n o n  B la o r o  

alone fuvnlslies yearly m ore than  230,000 f« n c -¿ a s  of unpurified 
salt.
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paying the government tlie moderate sum of 300 
piustres. Tlie price of t\ie fanega ivas tlien fouv reais; 
íu t the salt was extremely impure, grey, mixed with 
earthy partides, and surcharged with rrmriat and 
sidphat of magnesia. As the manufacture or labour 
of the salt-makers was also carried on in the most 
irregular maniier, salt was often wanted for curing 
meat and fish ; a circumstance that has a powerful 
influenco in these countries on the progress of in- 
dustry, as the lower class of people and the slaves live 
on fisii and a small porción of tasajo. Since the 
province of Cuimma lias become dependent on the 
intendaney of Caracas, the sale of salt is under the 
excise; and the fanega, whioh the Guayquerias sold 
at half a piastre, costs a piastre and a half.* Tliis 
augmentation of price is slightly compensated by a. 
greatei’ purity of the salt, and by the íacility with 
which the íishermen and farmers can procure it in 
abundance during the whole year. Tlie salt-works 
of Avaya yielded the treasury, in 1799, a ciear income 
of 8,000 piastres.”

The Travellers passed the night in a hut wln'ch 
formed part of a groupe of small habitations on the 
border of the salt-lake, the remains of a considerable 
village. The ruins of a church ave seen buried in the 
sand, and covcred with brushwood. The oastle of 
Araya was totally dismantled in 1/05, to save tho 
expense of the gai rison. Standing singly on a bare and 
jvrid mountain, crowned with agave, columuar cactus, 
and tliomy mimosa, the ruins resemble less the works 
of man, tlian a mass of rock ruptured by some phy-

•t “  The fanega is sold to thoso Indians and físlicvmcil who do 
not pay the duties (iliu -irh n s r e a k i ) ,  at Punta Araya for six, a t 
Cnniana for cighl reais. The pnces to  the ot-Her Iribcs are, a t 
Araya leu, at Cumana twclvc veáis.”
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sical convulsión. The few inhabitants who still linger 
in this wild and barren spot, are fishermen. They 
appeared satisíied with their lot; and when asked why 
they liad no gardens, their reply was, “  Our garden is 
beyond the gulf: when we carry our fish to Cumana, 
we bring back plantains, cocoa-nuts, and cassava.” 
This indolent mode of lite is followed tliroughout the 
península of Araya. The chief wealth of the inha­
bitants consists in goats of a very large and fine 
breed; they are of a brownish yellow coíour, are en- 
tirely wild, and are marked, like the nmles, to dis- 
tiuguish thein. “ If, in hunting, a coloníst kills a 
goat wliich he does not consider as his own property, 
he carries it immediately to the neighbour to whom 
it belongs.” In the uninhabited islet of Cubagua, deer 
of a small breed are so numerous, that an individual 
may kill tliree or four in a day. “ The venado of 
Cubagua,” Humboldt says, “ belongs to one of those 
numerous species of small American deerwhich zoolo- 
gists have confounded under the vague ñame of cervus 
Mevicanus* It does not appear to be the same as 
the hind of the savannas of Cayenne, or the guazuti 
of Paraguay. Its eolour is of a brownish red on the 
back, and wliite under the belly, and it is spotted like 
the axis. In the plains of Cari, we wore shewn, as a 
very rare thing in these burning elimates, a variety 
<¡uite white : it was a female of the si'/.e of a roe-lmck 
of Europe, and of a very elegant shape. 'White 
varieties are found in the New Continent even among 
the tigers.”

Among the mulattoes whosehuts surround the salt- 
lake, M. Humboldt found a white, by trade a shoe- 
maker, who boasced of Castilian descent: he appears

k f-ec Mocl. T rav., Mcxico> vol. ii.
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to Juive been a most original personage. “  He re- 
ceived us,” says our Traveller, “ witli the air oí' 
gravity and self-sufficiency wliicli, in those elimatos, 
characterises almost all who are conscious of possessing 
somo peculiar talent. He was employed in stretching 
the string of his bow, and sliarpening his arrows to 
kill birds. His trade of a shoemaker could not be 
very lucrative in a country where the greater part of 
the inhabitants go barefoot; and he complained, 
tliat, on aceount of the dearness of European gun- 
powder, a man of his quality ivas reduced to employ 
the same weapons as the Indians. He was the sage 
of the plain ; he understood the formation of the salí 
hy the iníiuence of the sun and the full moon, the 
symptoms of earthquakes, the marks by which mines 
of gold and silver are discovered, and the medicinal 
phmts, which lie divided, like all the other colonists 
from Chili to California, into huí and coid.* Iiaving 
collected the traditions of the country, he gave us 
sume curious accounts of the pearls of Cubagua, ob- 
jeets of luxury which he treated with the utmost 
contempt. To shew us how familiar to him were the 
sacred writings, he took a pride in quoting to us Job, 
who preferred wisdom to all the pearls of the Judies. 
His philosophy was ciraimscrihed to the narrow circle 
of the wants of lile. A very strong ass, able to carry 
a heavy load of plantains to the emharcadcre, was the 
objeot of all his wislies. After a hmg discourse on 
the emptiness of human grandeur, he drow from a 
leathern pouch a few very sinall and opaque pearls, 
which he forced us to accept, enjoining us at the same 
time to note on our tablets, that a poor shoemaker oí'

“ Exdiing or dcbilitaüng, sthcnic or asthenic of Hrown's 
system.”
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Araya, but a white man, and of noble Castilian race, 
liad been enabled to give us what on tlie otlier side of 
tiie sea* was songht for as a very precions tliing. I 
aoijuit myself rather late of tlio promise I  made to this 
honest man; and I  am happy to add, that his disin- 
terestedness did not permit him to accept of the 
slightest retribution. The Pcurl Coasí presents, it is 
true, the sameaspect ofmisery as the countries ofgold 
and diamonds, Choco and Brazil; but misery is not 
tbere attended witli that immoderate desire of gain 
whieh is excited by mineral riclies.”

The islandsof Margarita, Cubagua, and Coche, Punta 
Araya, and the moutli of the Rio de la Hacha, ivere as 
celebrated iu the sixteenth century for the pearls 
which abound all along this coast, as the Persian Gulf 
and the island Taprobane were among the aneients. 
The island of Coche alone yielded, at the beginning 
of the conqnest, pearls to the amount of 1,500 mares 
every montli. At a time that the whole of the mines 
of America did not furnish two millions of piastres 
per annum, the valué of the pearls sent to Europe 
amounted on an average to ujnvards of «00,000 
piastres. “ Pearls were so much the more songht 
after, as the luxury of Asia liad been introduced into 
Europe by two opposite chaimels; that of Constan- 
tinople, where the Paleologi wore garments covered 
with strings of pearls; and that o Grenada, where 
the lUoorish kings displayed at their court all the 
luxury of the East. The pearls of the East Indies 
were preferred to tliose of the W est; but the mnnber 
ot tile latlor which circulated in commevce, was not 
less considerable in the times that immediately fol-

* “  P o r  a l ta ,  o r, d d  o tr o  lu d o  d d  c h a r c o  (properiy, beyond the 
Kveat m ere’), a figurativo expression, by which the people iu iho 
Spanish colonias denote Europe."
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lowed the discovery of America. In Italy, as well as 
in Spain, the islet of Cubagna became the object of 
numerous mercantile speculations. The pearl fishery 
diminished rapidly towards the end of the sixteenth 
century, and liad long ceased in 1083. The inclustry 
of the Venetians, who imitated fine pearls with great 
exactness, and the freqüent use of eut diamonds, ren- 
dered the fisheries of Cubagua less lucrative. At the 
same time, the oysters whioh yielded the pearls be­
came scarcer, hecause their propagation had been 
checked by the imprudent destruction of the shells by 
thousands. At present, Spanish America furnishes 
no other pearls for trade, than those of the Gulf of 
Panama and the mouth of the Rio de la Hacha. On 
the shoals that surround Cabagua, Coche, and the 
island of Margarita, the fishery is as much neglected 
as on the coasts of California.*

“ I t  is believed,” adds M. Humboldt, “ that after 
two centuries of repose, the pearl aroude has again 
greatly multiplied.” In 1812, some attempts were 
made at Margarita to revive the pearl fishery. M. 
Lavaysse, indeed, States, that he saw an individual 
in 1807, who had procured about 400 pearls in the 
course of the preceding year. There seems rcason to 
believe, hmvever, that, from some cause or other, the 
oyster has degenerated, the pearls now found being 
much smaller and of less brilliancy than those obtaincd 
at the time of the conquest. The first Spaniards who 
landed in Torra Firma, found the savages decked with 
necklaces and braceiets of beautiful pearls. Those 
treasurcs of the deep proved uot less fatal to the na­
tives than the gold of líraxil and the silvcr of México. 
Indeed, the hardships endurcd by those who were

5.5

* Seo Mod. T rav ., México, voi. ii. p. iW.
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compelled to labour in the mines, were not to be com­
parecí witli the sufferings inflicted on the pearl-divers. 
Las Casas has described, “  not without some exagge- 
ration,” says M. Humboldt, the cruelties exercised 
on the unhappy Indian and negro slaves employed in 
the peavl lishery. It is certain, however, that the 
waste of human life was most horrible.

Four hours’ walk frora the salt-water lake is the 
village of Maniquarcz, celebrated for its potteries, 
which are entirely in the hands of the Indian women. 
ïh ree centuries have been insufficient to introduce 
the potter’s wheel on a coast which is not above thirty 
or forty days’ sail froin Spain. Being unacquainted 
with the use of ovens, they place twigs of cassia and 
other shrubs round the pots, and bake them in the 
open air. The clay, which is found in quarries half 
a league to the east of Maniquarez, is produced by the 
natural decomposition of a mica-slate reddened by 
oxide of iron.

Of all the productions on the coasts of Araya, that 
which the natives deem the most extraordinary, is the 
piedra de los ojos (stone of the eyes): according to 
their natural philosophy, it is both a stone and an 
animal. “ It is found in the sand, where it is mo- 
tionless ; but, placed singly on a polished surface, for 
instance, on a pewter or earthen piate, it moves when 
excited by lemon-juiee. Placed in the eye, the pre­
tended animal turas on itself, and expels any other 
foreign substance that may have been accidentally in- 
troduced. At the new salt-works, and at the village 
of Maniquarez,” continues Humboldt, “  the ‘ stones 
of the eyes ’ were offered us by hundreds, and the 
natives were eager to shew us the experiment of the 
lemon-juice. They wished to put sand into our eyes, 
in order that we might ourselves try the eflicacy of
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the remedy. It was easy to perceive that these stones 
aro thin and porous opercula, which Lave formed parí 
of small univalve sliells. Their diameter varies t’rom 
one to four lines. One oí' their surfaces is plane, the 
other conve.x. These calcareous opercula effervesce 
Tvith lemon-juice, and put themselvos in motion as 
the carbònic acid is disengaged. By the effect of a 
similar rc-action, loares placed in an oven some- 
times move in a horizontal plane ; a phenomenon that 
has given rise to the popular notion of enchanted 
ovens. Introduced into the eye, the piedras de los 
ojos act like small pearls and different round grains 
employed by the American savages to increase the 
ílowing of tears. These explanations were little to 
the taste of the inhabitants of Araya.”

Proceeding along the Southern coast to the east of 
Maniquarez, three strips of land are found running 
out into the sea very near each other, called Punta 
de Soto$ Punta de la Brea (Tar Cape), and Punta 
Guaralurilo. Near the second of these points, at 
eighty feet distance from the shore, a spring of 
naphtha rises, and covors the surfaco of the sea for a 
distance of more than a thousand feet. The smell 
spreads itself into the interior of the peninsula. This 
phenomenon is the more remarkable, as the bottom 
of the gulf is here formed of primitive mica-slate; 
whereas all the fountaius of naphtha hitherto knovn 
origínate in secondary formations, and liave been snp- 
posed to be produced by the decomposition of vegetable 
and animal substances, or the burning of coal. It 
is observable also, that the same primitive rocks con» 
tain the subterraneous fires ; that the smell of petro- 
leum is frequently perceived on the brink of burning 
craters; and that the greater number of hot springs
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in fcliü American cnntinent, issue from gneiss and 
micaceous sciiist. The largest reservoir of petvolenm 
is that of the island of Trinidad.

FRO M  CUMANA T O  T H E  M ISSIO N S O F T H E  CHAYMA 
IN D IA N S.

A n o t h e r  excursión made by the leavned Travel- 
lers we are following, duriitg tbeir residence at Cu­
mana, was to tiic missions of the Cliayma Indians in 
tlie interior of the mountains. To the exertions of 
the religious orclers by whoin these institutions 
were founded, wo nmst certailily attribute tlie intro- 
duction of a more humane system of civilisation, wlricli 
jmt a stop to the cffusion of blood, and laid the foun- 
dation of social conamuuíties in the recesses of tlie 
wilderness. But these same institutions Lave, in 
their result, proved hostile to the progress of civilisa- 
tton. “  The Indians have remained in a state little 
different from that in whicli they existed when their 
seattered dwellings were not as yet collected round 
the hahitation of the missionary. Their number has 
considerahly augmented, but the sphere of their ideas 
is not enlarged. They have progressively lost that 
vígour of character and that natural vivaci ty which, 
in every state of society, are the noble fruits of inde- 
pendence. In subjecting to invariable rules even the 
slightest actions of their domèstic Üíe, they have been 
rendered stupid by the effort to render them obedient. 
Their subsistence is in general more certain, and their 
habits more pacific; but, subject to the construint and 
the dull monotony of the government of the missions, 
they discover by their gloomy and reserved looks, that 
they have not without regret sacrilieed their Iiberty

•;i 8
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to their repose. The monastie system, confmed to 
tlie doister, ívhile it deprives tlie state of useful 
eitízens, may sometimos contribute to calm tlie pas­
sions, to soothe incurable sorrows, and íit tlie mind for 
meditation; but, transplanted into thc forests of thc 
New World, and applied to the numerous relations of 
civil society, it has conseqnences so much the more 
fatal as its duration is prolonged. I t enchains, from 
generation to generation, the intellectual faculties, 
interrupts the intercourse of nations, and is hostile 
to whatever elevatos the mind or enlargos its concep­
tioris.” Such is tlie very just and striking picture 
whicli Humholdt draws, of the effects of the hierocratio 
government of the Romisli missions, connected as it 
ahvays has heen with the fatal policy of accom- 
modating Christianity to the prejudiccs and super, 
stitions of its nominal converts. “  From tliese united 
causes,” he adds, “  the natives who inhahit the 
missions, are kept in a state remote from all improve- 
ment, and which we should cali stationary, did not 
societies follow the course of the human mind, and 
retrograde whenever they cease to go fonvard.” *

The Travellers left Cumana on the 4th of Sep­
tember, 179!). The road, “  or rather path,” follows 
the right bank of the Manzanares. At the hospital 
of the Divina Pastora, it turns to the north-east, and 
lies for two leagues over a level tract bare of trees, 
along the Southern side of bilis which Humholdt 
supposes to have formed at one time an island. At 
the end of two hours, they arrived at the foot of 
the liigh chain stretching east and west from the 
Brigantine to the Cerro. de San Lorenzo. Ilere, 
every object begins to assume a more majestic and

* Per». N:trv. vnl. iii. pp. 4 — (i.
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pictnresque character. New rocks appear, and the 
vegetation wears a different aspect. The soil, 
watercd by springs, is furrowed by cliannels in every 
direetion, and trees of gigantic loftiness, covered with 
lianas, rise from the ravines. Tlieir bark, black and 
burnt by the doulle action of the liglit and the oxygen 
of the atmosphere, forms a contrast with tlte fresh 
verdure of the long, tough, shining leaves of the 
pothos and dracontium. The forms and grouping of 
the rocks reminded the Travellers, as thcy advanced, 
of the scen.es of Switzerland and tlie Tyrol. The path 
insensibly ascends throngh the thick forests wliich 
clothe the acclivity. Here and there, some trace 
of cultivation presents itself, and solitavy huís are 
met with, inhabited by mestizoes, placed in tlie midst 
of enclosures of bananas, papaw-trees, sugar.canes, 
and maize." Otving to the fecundity of the soil and 
tlie astonishing productiveness of the alimentary 
plants which constitute the food of tlie natives in these 
tropical regions, a small spot of cultivated land suf- 
fices to supply the wants of several families.-f Tlie 
spontaneous vegetation, therefore, stili predominates 
in quantity over the cultivated plants, and determines 
the aspect of the landscape. “  Man,” says Hum- 
lioldt, w here appears, not the absolute master, 
changing at will tlie surface of the soil, but a tran- 
sient guest, who quietly enjoys tlie gifts of' nature.” 
At the end of ten hours, the travellers halted at 
Qnetepe, a small hanilet built near a delicious spring, *

* These cultivated spots are found, H um boldt says, wlierever 
the Alpine limestone is covered w ith a  quartzose sandstone, con- 
ta ining th in  strata  o f  a  blackish clay-slate, which detain the water, 
and produce a  hum idity  of soil favourable to vegetation.

t  An acre planted with piantains, produces nearly twenty times 
as tnuch food as the sanie space sown w ith coni.
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distant from Cumana in a straight Hne about three 
loagnes and a half: the plain is about 190 toises 
above tlie levcl of the sea. The road to Cumanacoa 
now lies in a south-west directiori over the groupe of 
monntains which separatos the coa st from tiie Llanos. 
This part of the chain is destitute of vegetation, and 
lias steep dedivities hoth towards the nortli and 
the south. It is called E l Imposible, “ because it is 
believed, that, in case of an encmy's landing, this 
ridge of mmmtains wotild aíi’ord an asylum to the 
inhabitants of Cumana. Wlien Cumana, after the 
capture of Trinidad by „the English in 1797, was 
threatened with an attack, many of the inhabitants 
fled to Cumanacoa, and deposited wliat they possessed 
of most valne in sheds hastily constructed on the 
sumtnit.” Here 51. Humboldt and his companion 
passed the night at a military post, consisting of 
a hospital built by the side of a powder magazine, 
occupied by eight men under a Spauish serjeant. 
The Llaneros, or inhabitants of the plains, send their 
produce, chiefly maize, hides, and cattle, to the port 
of Cumana by the road over the Imposible, which 
may be considered as the key of the Llanos. From 
the summit is obtained a fine and extensive view, 
including the flattened lop of the Brigantine, the port 
of Cumana, the rocky peninsula of Araya, and the 
Laguna del Obispo, or Laguna Grande, a vast basin 
snrrounded with mountains, which communicates 
with the Gulf of Cariaco by a narrow channel, 
capable of admitting the passage of only one vessel at 
a time. This port is an uninhabited place, but is 
anriually frequented by vessels laden with mules for 
the West India Island». The elevation of theguard- 
liouse is 258 toises above the sea.

The descent from the Imposible is very dangerous 
i “A M ' t . i;
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for beasts of bm-den; the path is in general Imt 
fifteen inches broad, and bordered with precipices. 
In I79G, a fine road from the viliage of San Fernando 
was begun, and a tliird part of it finished, but, 
líke almost ail similar pians of improvement under 
the colonial system, it was made a job, and the people 
wcre ratud for a road which liad no existence, till the 
governor of Cumana put an eiid to the almse. On 
tlie banks of the ímmerous mountain rivulets grow 
the hura, the cuspa (a species of chichona, or cascarilla^ 
tree, the bark of which is an excellent febrifuge), and 
tlie silver-leavod cocropia, or trunvpet-tree. At the end 
of the xnvinc through which the road descernís from 
the Imposible, the traveller enters a thick forest, 
traversed by ímmerous small rívers easily fordahle; 
and to the stranger newly arrived from Europe, 
the ncw aspecc which nature assumes is striking and 
unexpected. “  The objects which surround hini,” 
says M. Humboldt, “  make hím feel at cvery step, 
that lie is not on the confines, but in the centre of the 
torrid zone: not in one of the West India Islands, 
but on a vast continent, wherc every thing is gigantic, 
the mountains, the rivers, and the xnass of vegetation. 
If he feel strongly the beauty of picturesque scenery, 
he can scarcely define the various emotions which 
crowd upon his mind; he can scarcely distinguish 
what most excites his admiration, the deep silence 
of tliose solitudes, the individual beauty and contrast 
of forms, or that vigour and freshness of vegetable 
life which diaracterise the climate of the tropics. It 
miglit be said tlmt the earth, overloaded with plants, 
does not allow them space enough to unfold them- 
selves. The trunks of tlie trees are every where 
concealed under a thick carpet of verdura; and if we 
carefully transplanted the orchideee, the pipers, and
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the potitos, which a single courbaril, or American 
íig.tree, nourishes, we should caver a vast extent 
of (rroiaid. By this singular assemblage, the forests, 
as well as the flanks of the rocks and mountains, 
eniarge the domabas of orgànic nature. The same 
lianas that creep on the ground, reach the tops of 
the trees, and pass from one to another at the height 
of more thaii a liundred í'eet. Thus, by a contiuual 
interlacmg of parasite pknts, the hotanist is often led 
to confound tlic flowers, fruits, and leaves which belong 
to diíferent species.

We walked for some hours under the shade 
of these arcades, that scarcely admit a glimpse of the 
sky; which appeared to me of an indigo hlue, so 
mucli the deeper as the green of the equinoctial plants 
is gencrally of a stronger hue, vrith somewhat of a 
brownish tint. A great fern-tree, very different 
from the polypodium arboreum of the West índies, 
rose above masses of scattered rocks. In this place, 
we wero struck for the first tíme with the siglit of 
those nests, in the shape of bottles or small pockets, 
which are suspended to the hranches of the lowest 
trees, and which attest the admirable industry of tlus 
orioles, that mingle tlieir warblings with the boarse 
cries of the parrots and the macaws. These last, 
so well knowu for their vivid colours, fly only in 
paira, wliile the real parrots wander about in flocks of 
several hundreds. A man imist liave lived in those 
elimatos, particularly in the hot valleys of the Andes, 
to conceive how these hirds sometimos drown with 
their voice the noise of the torrents which rush dowu 
from rock to rock.

“  We left tlte forests at the distance of somewhat 
more tlmn a league from the village of Sau remando. 
A narrow patli led, after inany windings, into un
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open, but extremely liuinid country. In the tem­
perate zone, the cyperaceous and gramineous plañís 
would have formed vast meadows; here the soil 
abounded in aquatio plants, with sagittate leaves, and 
especially in basil plants, arnong which we noticed the 
fine flowers oí' the costas, the thalia, and the heliconia. 
These succulent plants are from eight to ten feet 
high, and in Europe their assemblage would lie 
considcred as a little wood. The delightf'ul vievv 
of meadows and of turf sprinkled with fiowers, is 
almost entirely wanting in the low regions of the 
torrid zone, and is to be found only in the elevated 
plains of the Andes.”

A road skirted with a very elegant species of 
bamboo (bumbusa guadua), more thanforty feet high, 
led to the village, or, as it is termed, pueblo de misión. 
I t  is situated in a narrow plairí, shut in by steep 
calcareous rocks. The plan on which it is built, is 
the same that is common to almost all the villages 
and missions in the Spanish colonies. A great «piare 
in the centre contains the church, the dwolling of the 
cura doctrinero, or parish priest, and the humble 
edifice dignified with the title of the cusa del Rey, 
which serves for a caravanserai. The streets, which 
are wide and very straight, diverging from tliis 
square, cross cach other at right angles. The lints 
are slightly constructed of clay, strenglhened by 
lianas; they are detached, but not surrounded with 
gardens. The uniformity of their construction, the 
grave and taciturn air of the inhabitants, and the 
extreme neatness that reigns througliout their habita- 
tions, reminded the Travellers of the establishments 
of the Moravian brctliren. Every Indian family 
cultivates, at some distance from the village, besides 
íts own garden, that of the community, in which the
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adults of both sexes work for one hour iu the moni- 
ing <m<l one in the evening. This cornuum garden 
(conuco de la comunidad), in the missions nearer the 
coast, is generally cither a sugar or an indigo planta­
tio». According toan oíd rcgulation, a white not au 
eedesiastic is not permitted to remain more than one 
night in an Indian village. IU. Humboldt, however, 
hud provided himself with a recommendation. to tlie 
iriars who governed the Chayina missions, from their 
syndic at Cumana. u The missionary of San Fcr- 
naudo was a eapuchin, a native of Arragon, far 
advaueed in years, hut strong and healtliy. I-Iis 
extreme eorptilency, his hilarity, the ínterest he took 
in battles and sieges, ill accorded witli the ideas 
we form in our northern countrios of the melanelioly 
reveries and the contemplative life of missionaries. 
Thotigh extremely husy ubont a cow ivhich was to be 
killed the next day, the old monk received us with 
kindness, and permitted us to hang up our Iiammocks 
in a gallery of his house. Seatod, without doing any 
cliing, the greater part of tlie day, in an ann-chair of 
red wood, he bitterly complained of what he called 
the mdolenee and ignorance of his countrymen. He 
asked a thousaud qüestions on the i'eal ohject of our 
journey, wliieh appeared to him hazardims, and, at all 
eventu, nseless. Here, as at Oroonoko, we werc 
fatigued by tliat restless euriosity which the Luiropoans 
preserve ¡n the torests of America respeeting tlie wars 
and polilical convulsions of the Old'World.

‘‘ Our missionary, however, secmcd well satisfied 
"ith  his situatiou. Ile treated the Indians with 
inililness; he beheld liis mission prosper; and he 
praised with enthusrasm the waters, the bananas, and 
the «lairy produce of the cantón. The sighi of our 
iiistriuuents, our buoks, and our dried plauts, drew

i t  2
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from him a sarcastic smile; and lie acknowledged, 
■vvith the naivetí peculiar to tliose climates, tliat of all 
the cnjoymcnts of life, without excepting sleep, none 
■\Vits comparable to the pleasure ot eating good beef 
{carne de vacca) ; so trae it is, that sensuality obtains 
an ascendancy where there is no occupation for the 
miad. Our liost repeatedly urged us to pay a visit witli 
bim to b i s  cow, whicli he bad just purchased ; and oh  
the morrow at sunrise, he would not dispense witli 
our seeing it killed after the i'ashion of the country, 
that is, by ham-stringing the animal, and then 
plunging a large knife into the vertebra; of the neck. 
This disgusting operation served to show us the great 
address of the Chayma Indians, oight of whom, in less 
than twenty minutes, cut up the animal into small 
pieces. The price of the cow vas only seven piastres; 
but this price seemed to be thought very considerable. 
The same day the missionary liad paid eighteen 
piastres to a soldier of Cumana for having succeeded, 
after many fruitless attempts, in bleeding him in the 
foot. This fací, thongh seemingly very unimportant, 
is a striking proof how greatly, in uncultivated 
countries, the price of things dilfers from that of 
labonr.

“ The missíon of San Fernando ivas founded toivard 
the end of the seventeeth century, near the junction 
of the small rivers Manzanares and Lucasperez. A 
fire, which consumed the clmrcli and the lints of 
the Indians, induced the capnchíns to place the vil- 
lage in its present fine situation. The munber of 
famílies is now increased to one hnndred: the mis­
sionary observed to us, that the custom ol marrying 
at thirteen or fourteen years of age, contributes greatly 
to the rapid increase of population. He denied that 
oíd age vas so prematuro among the Cliaymas as is
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commonly belicved iu Europe. The governinent of 
these ludían parishes is very complicatecl: they have 
their governor, their major-alguazils, and their 
militia-commanders, who are all copper-coloured 
natives. The company of archers have their colours, 
and perform their exercises with the bow and arrow, 
iu shooting at a mark : this is the nalional guará 
(militia) of the eountry. This military establishment 
under a ptirely munastio system, seemed to us very 
singular.”

Tlie road from San Fernando to Cumanacoa, passes 
through an open and lmmid valley interspersed with 
small plantations. The village of Arenas, whicli 
oceurs in the route, is one of the missions founded hy 
Arragonese capuchins ; but it has eeased to be under 
their government, and the natives, though of the 
same race as those of San Fernando, are better clothed 
and more civilised: it is the residente of a regular 
priest. In this village there was living at the time of 
Ilumboldt’s visit, a labourer named Francisco Lozano, 
who liad suckled a child from his own breast. The 
following particulars are gíven of this remarkable 
physiological phenomenon. “  The motlier having 
fallen sick, the father, to quiet the infant, took it into 
his l»cd and pressod it to his bosom. Lozano, then 
thirty-two years of age, had never remarked till tliat 
day that he had milk : but the irritation of the nipple 
sucked by the child, caused the accumulation of that 
liquid. The milk was thick and very sweet. The 
father, astonished at the increased si/.e of his breast, 
suckled his child two or three times a day during ftve 
months. He drew on himself the attention of his 
neighhours, but he never thought, as he probably 
would have done in Europe, of deriving any advantage 
from the curiosity he excited. We saw the cer-
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tificate, which had been drawn up on the spot, to 
attest this remarkable iact, eye-witnesses of which 
are stili living. They assured us that, during tliis 
suckling, the cliild liad no other nourishment than 
the milk of his father. Lozano, who was not at 
Arenas during our journey to the missions, carne 
to us at Cumana. He was accompanied hy his son, 
who was thirteen or fourteen years of age. M. Bon- 
pland examined with attention the father’s brease, 
and found it wrinkled like those of women who liad 
given suck. He observed, that the left breast in par­
ticular was much enlarged ; which Lozano explained 
to us from the circumstance tliat the two breasts did 
not furnish milk in the same abundance. Bon 
Vicente Emparan, governor of the province, sent 
a circumstantial account of this phenomenon to 
Cádiz.

“  It is not a very uncommon circumstance,”  adds 
the learned Traveller, “  to find, both among humau- 
kitid and animals, males whose breasts contain milk 
and he cites from Aristotle the observation, that meu 
who have a sinall quantity of milk, yield it in ahun- 
dance when their breasts are sucked. An inhabitant 
of Syria is mentioned by a medical writer of the 
fifteenth century, who, to calm the uneasiness of 
liis child after the death of its mother, pressed it 
to his bosom, on which the milk carne in such 
abundance, that he took on himself the nourislnnent 
of the child. Other examples are related by different 
writers. It has even heen mentioned hy travellers, 
among the signs of the pretended weakness of the 
Americans, that the men have milk in their breasts, 
which is not more true of any Lidian tribe tlum 
of any European race. Among the lower orriers 
in Rússia, the circumstance has been observed to he
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much moro frequeut than among the more Southern 
nations; and the Itussians are not chargeable with 
efteminacy. The labourer of Arenas is not of the 
copper.coloured race of Chayma Indians, but a wliite, 
descended from Europeans.*

The town of Cumanacoa is sítuated in a naked 
plaín, nearly circular, surrounded by lofty moun- 
tains, having a dull and melancholy aspect. The 
houses are low and slight, and, -with the exception 
oí tiiroc or four, all bnilt of wood. It was íbunded in 
1717 by Domingo Arias, and tvns at first called San 
Baltasar de las Arias, but the Indian ñame lias pre- 
vailed. In  1753, the number of inhabitants did 
not exceed 600: in 1000, it amounted to 2,300, and 
recent travellers, Humboldt says, carry the population 
as Jiígh as 5,000 sonls, bnt, he thinks, on an erroneous 
computation. The plaín is not more than 104 toiscs 
abov'o tire level of the sea, and yet the temperature is 
surprisinglylow, owing to the proximity of tlie forests 
and the prevaleitce of fogs. The thermometer, during 
M. ílumboldt’s stay, kept at from 14.0° to 16° of 
Reaumnr, which, to a traveller coming from the 
coast, has the elfect of coid. The port of Cumana 
is only seven nautical leagues from Cumanacoa; and 
yet, wlnle it scarcely ever rain» at tlie former place, 
the latter has seven months of wintry weather. 
E\ ery night a thick fog covered the sky, and almost 
every day, ahout two o’clock in the afternoon, large, 
black, and low clouds dússolved in torrents of rain, 
whieh would continue for two or tliree hours, during 
which the thermometer would be depressed five or six

*  A sim ilar caso is m entloncd by Captain F rank lin ; th a to f a  
Chipewyan, who, liaving lost his wife In clnld-bed, sucklcd ti 10
infant, and succeedcd in rcaring him .—Seo F ran' k l in ’s J o u m v u  
fo t h e  l ’o l t t r  S e a ,  4to. p. 157-
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(logrees. About five o'clock the rain generally ceased, 
and the sun re-appeared a short time before setting % 
but, at eight or nine o’clock, the town would be ngain 
enveloped in a tbiok stratum of vapours. These 
changes follow successively duríng whole montlis, and 
yet, not a breath of \vind is felt. The soil ¡s very 
fertile, owing to the extreme humidity of the atmo- 
sphere and the number of rmilets. The most valuable 
production of the district is tobáceo, next to that 
of the Isle of Cuba and the Rio Negro, the most 
aromatic that is produced in Spanish America. Here, 
as in México, it was a roya! monopoly under the 
colonial administration; and the cultivation was 
nearly coufined, in Caracas, to the valley of Cuman- 
acoa, as, in México, it was permitted only in the two 
distriets of Orizaba and Córdoba.* The royal farra 
(iestanco real de tabaco) was established here in 1770. 
“  All the tobáceo tliat is gathered must,” says Hum- 
boldt, “  be sold to government. Guards scour tlie 
country to destroy any plantations without the boun. 
daries of the privileged distriets, and inform against 
tliose inhabitants who daré smoke segars prepared by 
their own hands. These guards are for the most pare 
Spaníards, and are almost as insolent as those we see 
employed in similar cases in Europe. This insolence 
has not a little contributed to foster the hatred 
between the colonies and the metropolis. The growth 
being now conlined to the space of a few stjuare 
leagues, the whole produce of the harvest is only 
«,000 arrobas. Yet, the two provinccs of Cumana 
and Barcelona consume 12,000. The deliciency is 
snpplied by Spanish Guayana. If the culture were 
free, Cumana míglit furnish a great part of Europe.”

* Sec Modera T raveller, México, vol. ii- ]>. Cl> n o te .



C O L O M B I A . 7 1

Next to tobáceo, the most important article of cul­
tivaron is indigo, which often nearly equals that of 
Guatimala.

Every tliing índicates, says the learned Traveller, 
that the valley of Cumanaeoa is the bottom of an 
an cient lake. The mountains which then formed its 
shores, are all perpendicular towards the plains, and 
the only outlet for the wàters was on the side of 
Arelas. In digging foundations, beds of round 
pebbles are found, mixed with small bivalve shells; 
and at the bottom of the ravine of San Juanillo, there 
were discovered, about fifty years ago, two cnormous 
femoral bones, (it is supposed, of an extinct species of 
elephant,) which weighed more than thirty pounds. 
On approaching the Southern bank of this basin, the 
Turumiqiiiri, an enormous wall of rocks, the remains 
of an ancient cliff, is seen rising in the midst of 
the forest. Further westward, at the Cerro del Cuchi- 
vano, the chain of mountains seems broken by the 
effects of an earthquake. There is a crevice, a hun- 
dred and fifty toises in ividth, snrroimded with per­
pendicular rocks, and filled with trees, through which 
flows a torrent called the Rio Juagua. This crevice 
is called Risco del Cuchivano; it is highly pic* 
turesque, and is inhabitcd by jaguars {felis onca), who 
attain the size of six feet in length. Opposite the 
farm of Bermúdez, two spacious caverns open into it, 
from which, at times, flames rush out, that may 
be seen at night from a great distance, illuminating 
the adjacent mountains. This plienomenon is observed 
chiefly during the rainy season. At the time of the 
great earthquake of Cumana, it was accompanied by a 
subterraneous, dnll, and long-continued noise; but 
M. Humboldt considers it to be altogether uncon- 
neeted with volcànic pbenomena. He supposes it to
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he a column of inflamed hyclrogen, produced by thc 
dccompositiou of water on coming in contact with the 
pyrites scattered through the schistous marl which 
composes the rocks, and which, as the smeli indicates, 
is both pyritons and bkiuninous. Near these caverns, 
rock-erystals are found enchased in beds of alpine 
limestone. On the right bank of the liver Juagrut, is 
an excavation which the natives took for a gold 
mine, owing to the appeavance of the sulplnirous 
pyrites which are found crystallised and disseminated 
in the marl rock. They are of a very clear golden 
yellow, and as the torrent, which is crossed by the 
marly stratnm, washes out metallic grains, the natives 
imagine, from the brillancy of the pyrites, that it 
liears down gold. But 31. Humboldt ascertained, that 
tliey are not auriferous; they are only mixed with 
fibrous sulphuret of iron and nodules of fetid carbonate 
of lime. “ How much time did we lose,” he says, 
“  during five years’travels, invisiting, at the pressing 
solicitations of our hosts, ravines of which the pyritons 
strata have for ages borne the poinpons ñame oi' 
Minas de Oro ! IIow often have we been grieved at 
seeing men of ali classes, magistrates, village pastors, 
grave missionaries, grinding, with inexhaustible pa- 
tience, hornblende or yellow mica, in order to extract 
gold from it by means of mercury ! Tliis rage for 
the discovery of mines is the more strildng in a cli­
mate wherc the soil needs only to be slightly raked, 
to produce abundant harvests.”

The principal place in the Cliayma missions, is the 
convent and village of Caripc. The road taken by 
onr Travellers, led over the mountains of Cocollar 
and Tuminiquiri. After Crossing, for threc leagues, 
the plain of Cumanacoa, they began to climb the 
acclivity, and continued to ascend for more than four
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hours, during which they crossed the Pututucuar, a 
rapid torrent, two-and-twonty times. Tile hato del 
Coeollar, a .solitary farm on the summit, is 2,400 
feet above tiie sea-ievel, and the nightly tempera- 
ture is seven degrccs colder than that of the coast. 
“ Nothing can be coinpared,” says Humholdt, “  to 
the impression of majestic tranquillity, which the 
aspect of the firmament inspires in tliis solitary región. 
Following with the eye, at night-fall, those meadows 
that bound the horizon, that plain covered n i til ver- 
dure and gently undulated, we thought ive saw from 
afar, as in the deserts of the Orinoco, the surface of 
tlie ocean supporting the starry vault of heavcn. The 
irco under which we were seated, the luminous insects 
ílying in the air, the constellations that shone towards 
the south, —-every object seemed to tell us, that we 
were far from our native soil. If, amid this exotic 
nature, the bell of a cow or the roaring of a bull was 
lieard from the dejith of a valley, the remembrance of 
our country was suddenly awakened hy the sound. 
They were like distant voices resounding frombeyond 
the ocean, and with magical power transporting us 
from one hemispliere to the otlier.”

The Coeollar mountains, of which the Turumicpúri 
forras the summit, belong to the same groupe as the 
Brigantine, and were fornierly called Sierra de los 
Taijeres. The round summit, covered with turf, is 
707 toises above the ocean. A ridge of steep rocks 
extends toward the west, broken, at the distance of 
a inile, hy an enormous crevice, or ravine, that de- 
scends toward the Golf of Cariaco. At the point 
wliere the ridge should recommenco, two calcareous 
peaks shoot up, the northernmost of which, the Cu­
curucho de Turumiquiri, is npwards of 1,050 toises 
high. From the round summit, chnins of mountains 

p a h t  i. r
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are seen extending tt> the ocenn, íu pnrallel lines from 
east to west, enclosíng longitudinal valleys, which, 
being intersected by small ravincs formed by the tor­
rents, give to the mountains the nppearance of rows of 
jjaps añil cones. The ground is a gentle slope as lar as 
the Imposible: further on, the precipites bccome bold. 
The form of this mass of mountains reminded Ilum- 
holdt of the Jura cliain. The valley of Cumanacoa is 
the only plain that presents itself. Towai-ds the 
north, the peninsula of Araya forms a darle stripe on 
the sea, beyond which the hlack rock? of Cape Ma- 
canao, rising amíd the waters like a strong bastión, 
bournl the horizon.

After resting for thrce days at the farm of Cocollar, 
M. Humboldt prosecuted hisjourney; and after passing 
two vidges of mountains extremely steep, called Los 
Yepcs and Fantasma, arrived at a beautiful valley 
ñve or six leagues in length, in which are situated 
the missions of San Antonio and Guanaguana. The 
former is celebrated on aecount of a small clmrch with 
two towers, built of brick in a tolerable style, and 
ornamented with Dorio cohnnns, “  the wonder of the 
country.”  The prcfect of the Capuchins complcted the 
building in two summers, though he employed only 
the Indians of the village. The mouhlings, cornices, 
and frieze are executed in clay mixed with pounded 
brick. The governor of the province, however, dis- 
approved of the luxuvy of such constructions in the 
missions, and the further embellishment of the chnrch 
w'as suspended! Guanaguana had as yet no cliurch, 
though it had existed on tliis spot nbout thirty years, 
the missionary wiscly insisting, that the niissionary’s 
house was the first thing to be attended to, the cliurch 
the second, and the clothing of the Indians the third. 
The latter, who mucli prefer to be unencumbered
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vilh clothes, are in no Imrry that tlieir turn shonlil 
come. The spacious abode of tlie padre liad just been 
iinished, and, to the surprise of the travellers, tlie 
terrace roof vas ornamented with a great number of 
chimneys that looked like torréis. Tliis vas done, 
tlieir host told them, to remind him, amid the hcats 
of the tòrrid zone, of the winters of his native Arra- 
gon. The Indians cultívate cotton, partly for tlieir 
ovil benefit, and partly for that of the church and the 
padre. But here, as every where else vhere the benefi- 
cence of nature lessens the stimulus to industry, so small 
a portion of land has heen clearcd for the cultivation 
of alimentary planta, that the inhabitants are exposed 
to a scareity in seasons of drought. The preceding 
vear, tliey liad for three montlis been al monte; tliat 
is, wandcring in the neighbouring forests, living on 
palm-cabbages, fcrn-roots, succulent plants, and vild 
fruits. Tliey did not sjieak of this as a state of pri­
vatiori ; the missionary alone liad felt the inconve- 
nicnce, the village having been deserted, and his 
flock, on tlieir return from the forests, vere not quite 
so docile as before. Near the village of Punzeca, the 
Travellers noticed small bags formed of a tissue of 
silk, suspended from the branches of the lowest trees, 
—the seda silvestre (wild silk) of the country: it is of 
a beantiful lustre, but very rough. A ridge or dyke 
of calcareons rock, called the Cuchilla de Guanaguana, 
separatas the valley from that of Caripe. The road 
over it is difficult, the path only fourteen or fifteen 
inches broad, and the ridge along vhich it rnns, is 
covered with a sliort turf extremely slippery ; lmt, as 
the flanks of the mountain are not precipitous, though 
steep, the traveller, should his mulé stmnble, would 
only have a slide dovn the grass declivity to the depth 
of 7 or 800 l'eet. The highest point of the Cuchilla
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is 548 toises abore the sea, being 32» above the houso 
of the 'padre at Guanaguana. Descending from the 
ridge by a winding path, the travaller entere on a 
traot corered with thiek forest; and tile geologioal 
aspect of the country changes from the Alpine forma- 
tion to tlie Jura limestone. The calcareous strata, 
becoming thinner, form graduated steps, wliich stretch 
out like walls, cornices, and turrets. The valloy of 
Caripe is 200 toises bigher than that of Guanaguana, 
and the elimate is of a delicious coolness: it is the 
only one of the high valleys of New Andalusia that is 
well inhabited. Au alley of perseas leads to the 
Capuchin hospicio. le is difficult, Humboldt savs, to 
imagine a more picturesque spot. “  The convent is 
backed by an enormous wall of perpendicular rock, 
corered with thiclc vegetation. The stone, of re­
splendent whiteness, appears only heve and therc 
through the foliage. It recalled forcibly to my remera- 
brance the valleys of Derbyshtre, and the caverncms 
mountams of Mnggendorf in Franconia. Instead of 
the beecli and the maple of Europe, are seen the 
prouder forms of the ceiba and the praga and irasse 
palm-trecs. Numberless spríngs gush out from the 
sides of the rockswhich encircle thevalley, the abrupt 
slopes of which present toward the south, profiles a 
thousand fect in height- These spríngs arise for the 
raost part from a few narrow crcvices. The humidity 
whicli they spread around, favours the growth of the 
-great trees. Plantains and papaw-trees surround tufts 
of arborescent fern, and the natives, who love solitary 
places, form their conucos (plantatiQns) along the 
sides of the crevices. The mixture of wild and cu!- 
tivated plants gives tlie place a peculiar charm. The 
spríngs are distinguished from afar, on the naked 
tlanks of the mountain, by the tufted massps of vego-
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tation, wliich at first seem suspended from the rocks, 
and, descending the valley, ibllow the sinuositics oí 
tlie torrent.” The convent is founded on a spot an« 
ciently callad Areocuar. Its height above the sea- 
level is nearly the same as that of the city of Caracas 
and of the inhabited part of the Blue Mountains of 
Jamaica. The mean temperatures of these three 
points is nearly the same. That of the valley of 
Caripe is about 18-5° of the centigrade thermometer, 
the temperature of September, in which month Hum- 
boldt ivas there, differing scarcely half a dcgree from 
that of the wlioleyear: this is equal to that of June at 
Paris. The climate has been found particularly 
favourable to the cultivation of the coffee-plant. The 
conuco of the community, which presented the appear- 
ance of an extensive and beautiful garden, contained, 
besides many culinary plants, maize, and some sugar- 
canes, fivc thousand coífee-trees, which promised an 
abundant harvest. The natives are obliged to work 
in it every morning from six to ten, under the inspec­
ti on of Indian alcaldes and alguazils. The produce 
is sold by the guardián, and the proceeds are distri- 
buted among the people. Humboldt found a numerous 
society here, consisting of some young monks just 
arrived from Spain, who appear to have been sent here 
to be seasoned to the climate, and several infirm mis- 
sionaries who had come to seek íor liealth in the fresli 
and salubríous air of the mountains of Caripe. In 
the cell of the superior ivas a prettygood collection of 
books, among which, near the Teatro Critico of l'eijo, 
and the Letires Edijiantcs, our Traveller was sur- 
prised to tind the Traite (VElcclricit'c of the Ahbé 
Nollet; and the youngest of the monks last arrived, 
had brought with him, to study in liis retirement, 
a Spanisli translation of Chaptal’s Chemistry. The
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moiiks würc not ignorant that tlieir visiter was a 
native of' a Protestant country, but they bctraycd no 
sigas of intolerante.

“  What gives most celebrity to the valley of 
Caripc,” says the learncd Traveller, “ is the grcat 
cavern of Guácharo. In a country where the love of 
the marvellous prevails, a cavern that gives birtli to a 
river, and is inhabited by thousancls of nocturnal 
birds, the fat of which is employed by the missionaries 
to dress food, is an everlasting subject of conversation. 
The cavern, which the natives call a mine of fat, 
is not in the valley itself, but at tliree short leagues’ 
distance from the convent, toward the W.S.W. It 
opeas into a lateral valley, which terminates at the 
Sierra del Guácharo. We set out toward the Sierra 
on the I8th of September, accompanied by tlie alcaids, 
or ludían magistrates, and tlie greater part of tiie 
monks of the convent. A narroiv patli led us at 
lirst during an hour and a ludf toward the South, 
across a fine plain, covered witli a beautiful turf. We 
then turned toward the west, along a small river, 
which issues from the mouth of the cavern. We 
ascended during three quarters of an hour, walking 
sometimos in the water, which was shallow, some­
timos betwcen the torrent and a wall of rocks, 011 

a soil extremely slippery and miry. The falling down 
of the earth, the scattered trunks of trees over which 
the mules conld scarcely pass, the oreeping plañís 
that covered the grotuid, rendered this part of the 
road fatiguing.

“  At the foot of the lofty mountain of Guácharo, 
we were only four hundred stops from the cavern, 
without yet perceiving the entranoe. The torrent 
runs iu a crevice, which has been hollowed out by the 
waters ; and we went on under a cornice, the pro-
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jection of wliicli prevented us from seeíng the sky. 
The palh irinds like the river: at the last turning 
\ve came suddenly hefore the immense opening of the 
grotto. The aspect of this spot is majestic even to 
the eye of a travcller accustomed to the picttiresqnc 
scenes of the higher Alps. I  had hefore this seen the 
caverns of the Peak of Derbysliire, wlicre, extended 
iu a boat, we traversed a snbterranean river, under 
a vault two feet high. 1  had visited the hcautifnl 
grotto of Treshemienshiz, in the Carpathian moun- 
taius, the cavenis of tlie Harta, and those of 
Fruneonía, wliich are vast cemeteries of hones of 
tigers, hyenas, and hears, as large as our horses. 
Nature in every zone follows immutable laws in the 
distributiori of rocks, in the exterior forra of moun- 
tains, and even in those tumultuous clianges which 
the exterior crust of our planet has undergone. So 
grcat a uuiformity led me to helieve, that the aspect 
of the cavem of Caripe would diüer little from wlmt I 
liad observed in my preceding travels. The rcality 
far cxceeded my expoctations. If the configuratio» 
of the grottoes, the splendour of the stalactites, and 
all the phenoinena of inorgànic nature, present 
striking analogies, the majesty of equinoctial vegeta­
ron gives at the same time an individual character to 
th(¡ apertnre of the cavcrn.

“  The Cueva del Guácharo is pierced in the ver- 
tical prolile of a rock. The entrancc is toward the 
snuth, and forins a vault cighty feet broad and 
sevoiity-two feet high. Tiiis elevatiou is but a fiftii 
less iban that of the coloimade of tlu: Louvre. The 
z*ock that surmounts the grotto is covered with trees 
of gigantic height. The mammee-tree, and tlui 
genipa with large and shiuing loaros, raise their 
br.uiches vertically loivard the sky; while those of
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the conrbaril and the erythrina forni, as tliey exteud
themselves, a thick vault ot' verdure. Plants of the 
funiily of pothos with sncculent stems, oxalises, and 
orchidere of a singular structure, rise in the (West 
elefts of tlic rocks; while erceping plants, waving in 
the winds, are interwoven in festoons heforc the 
opening of the cavem. We distinguished in these 
festoons a bignonia of a violet blue, the purple 
dolichos, and, fur the first time, that magnificent 
solandra, the orange flower of which has a fieshy 
tuhe more than fuur inches long. The entrances of 
grottoes, like the view of cascades, derive their prin­
cipal cliarm from the situation, moro or less majestic, 
in which they aro placed, and which in some sort 
determines the character of the Iandscape. What 
a contrast betwecn the Cueva of Caripe, and those 
caverns of the North, crowned with oaks and gloomy 
larch-trees !

“  But this luxury of vegetatio» embellishes not 
only the ontside of the vault, it appears even in the 
vestibulo of tlic grotto. We saw with astonishment 
piant,ain-leavcd heliconias eighteen feet high, the 
pragsi palm-tree, and arborescent amms, follow the 
banks of the river, even to those subterranean 
places. The vegetation continues in the cave of 
Caripe, as in those deep creviees of the Andes, half 
oxcluded from the light of day; and does not dis- 
nppear till, advancing in the interior, we reach thirty 
or forty pacas from the cntrance. We measured the 
way by means of a corti; and we went on about 430 
feet withont beiug obliged to light our torches. 
Daylight penetratos even into this región, because 
the grotto fornis but ono single channel, which keeps 
the same direetion, from south-east to nortli-wcst. 
Where the light begins to fail, we heard from afar the
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hoarse sounds of the nocturnal birds; sounds which, 
tlie mitives tliink, belong exdusively to tbose subter- 
rnneous places.”

The guacliaro, which M. Lavaysse describes as a 
new species of caprimulgus, is of the size of a fowl, has 
tlie mouth of the goatsucker, but diífers verv speci- 
íically in the strength of its beak, which contains 
a double tooth, its forcé of voíce, and its feet, whiek 
are without tlie membnmes that unite the anterior 
plialanxcs. Its phimage is oía dark-bluish gray, with 
sinall streaks and specks of black. Large lieart- 
sliaped wliite spots, bordered with black, mark the 
liead, wings, and tail. Its eyes, which are blue and 
smallcr tlian tliose of tlie goatsucker, are hurt by tlie 
blaze of day. The spread oí the wings is three feet 
and a lialf. I t  is the only instance of a nocturnal 
bird amoiig the genus passeres deniiroslrali, and 
almost tlie only frugiferous nocturnal bird that is 
known. Tlic conformation of its feet indicates that 
it does not hunt likc our owls. Like the nut-evackor 
(corvus caryocataclcs) and nljiine crow (corvus pyrrho- 
corax),* it ieeds on very hard fruits, and is not 
known to pursue insects. It quita the cavern at 
night-fall, especially when the moon shines. “  I t  is 
difficult,”  Humboldt says, “  to form an idea of tho 
horrible noise occasioncd by thousands of these birds 
in the dark part of the cavern; it can only be com­
pared to the croaking of our crows, which, ín the pine 
forests of the nortli, live in society, and construet 
their nests npon trees, the tops of which touch each

'* T h e  alpine crow nesdes, in  like intumcr, in clefu  of rocks, 
and is know n under the m uñe o f  th e  n ig lit crow. I t  builds its 
nest towavd [he top  of M ount I.ibamis, in subtcrrancnii divertís, 
ucarly like llie guácharo, and has m uch the same iiorribly shiilí 
roicc.

F 2
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other. The shrill and pieroing cries of the guacharocs 
strike «pon the vaults of the rocks, and are repeated 
by the eolio in the depth of the cavem'. The Indians 
sheweil ns the nests of these birds, by fixing torches 
to the end of a long pele. These nests were fifty or 
sixty feet high above our heads, in holes in the simpe 
of funnels, with which the roof of the grotto is píerced 
like a sieve. The noise inoreased as we advanced, 
and the birds were affrighted by the light of the 
torches of copal. When tliis noise ceased a few 
minutes around ns, we lieavd at a distance the plain- 
tíve cries of the birds roosting in other ramifications 
of the eavern. It secmed as if these bands answeml 
each other alternately.

“  The Indians enter hito the Cueva del Guácharo 
once a year, near midsummer, armed witli ¡mies, by 
means of which they destroy the greater pare of the 
nests. At tliis season several thousands of birds are 
killed; and the oíd ones, as if to dofend their brood, 
hover over the heads of the Indians, utterjng terrible 
cries. The young which fall to the grouml are opened 
on the spot. Their peritoneum is found extremely 
loaded with fat, a layer of which forms a kind of 
cushion between the legs. A t the period called at 
Caripe the oil liarvest, the Indians build liuts with 
palm-leaves near the entrance and in the porch of the 
eavern. There, witli a fíre of brush-wood, they melt 
in pota of elay the fat of the young birds just killed. 
It is half líquid, transparent, inodorous, and so puré 
that it may be kept more than a year witliout becom- 
ing rancid. At the convent of Caripe, no other oil is 
used. in the kitchen; and we never observed that 
it gave the food a disagreeable taste or smell. Tlie 
quantíty collected little corresponcls to the carnage 
mude every year in the grotto by the Indians. It
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appears that tliey do not olitain above 150 ov ICO 
buttles <>{ very puro ntaulcca (larri); ti te rest, less 
transparent, is preservcd in large earthen vossels.* 
At Oaripo, the use of the oil of guacharoes is very 
ancicnt, and tlie missionaries llave only regultited tlie 
method of extraetiüg it. In couformity to their 
swtem, tlie Indians are obligcil to furnish guacharo- 
íiil for thc church Iamp: the rest, we were assured, 
is purohased of them. The race ol' the guacharoes 
mmld loug ngo have been cxtinct, liad not sevaral 
circumstantes contributed to its preservation. The 
natives, restrained by their superstitious ideas, have 
seldom the courage to penetrate far into tlie grotto. 
It appears, also, that birds ofthe sanie species tlwell in 
neighbouring caverns, whicli are too narrow to lie 
accessible to man. Perhaps the great cavern is 
repeopled by colotiies that abandon the srnall grot- 
toes; for the missionaries assured us, that hitherto 
no sensible diininution of the birds hud Leen- observed. 
Vonng guacharoes have been sent to the port of 
(Jumanu, and have lived there several days witliout 
taking nny nourishmont; the seeris oil'ered to them 
not suiting their taste. Wlien the crops and gi/.zards 
iif the voung birds are opened in tile cavern, they ave 
fomid to contain all sorts oí hard and dry fruits, whieh 
furnish, unrier the singular ñame of guácharo seecl 
(.semilla del guácharo), a very celebratori remedy against 
intermittent fevers. The oíd birds carry theso seeris 
to their young. Thcy are carefully collected and 
sont to the siek at Cariaco, and other places of the low 
regions, where fevers arc prevalent.

“  Wo folhnved, as we continued our progress

¡ la  Carolina, soitie lhousan<I< of barréis <>l* piparos oil wcrr 
formerly collcclal, olHiiincil í'rom tliewiioiitrt
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Uirough the cavern, the banks oi' tlia small river 
which issues from it, ¡md which is from twenty-eight 
to thirty feet wide. Mre walked on the banks as far 
as che liills, formed of calcareous incrustacions, per- 
mittod us. \rhen the torrent winds among verv high 
masses of stalactites, we were often ohliged to dcscend 
into its bed,which is only two feet in depth. We learned 
with surprise, tliat this subterraneous vivulet is the 
origin of' the River Caripe, which, at a few leagucs’ 
distance, after luiving joincd the small river of Santa 
Marín, is navigable for canoes. I t  enters into the River 
Arco under the ñame of Catino de Tcrezen. We fomid 
on tile banks of the subterraneous rivnlet, a great quan- 
títy of pnlm-tree wood, tíre rcmains of trunks, on 
which the Indians climb to reaoh the nests hangíng to 
the roofs of the cavern. Tiie rings formed foy the 
vestiges of tiie oíd lootstalks of the Ieavcs, fnrnish, as 
it were, the stops of a ladder perpendicularly placed.

“  ïiie  grotto of Caripe preserves the same direc­
ción» tlte same breadth, and its original height of 
sixty or seventy feet, to the distance of 472 metros, or 
1,458 feet, accurately measured. I have never seeu a 
cavern, in eíther continent, of so uniform and regular 
a construction. "We liad great difficulty in persuading 
the Indians to pass beyond the outer part oí’ the 
grotto, the only part which they anminUy visít to 
collect tho fat. The whole authority of los padres 
wa» neccssary to induce them to advance as far as tlie 
spot where the soil rises abniptly at an inclination 
of sixty dogrecs, and where the torrent forms a small 
subterraneous cascada. The natives connect mystic 
ideas with this cave inhabitad by nocturnal birds; 
tlioy believe tliat the sonls of their ancostors sojonrn 
in the doep recesses of the cavern. 5 Man,’ say 
they, ‘ should avnid places which are onlightened
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ueitlici’ by tlic sun (.«*•), ñor by tlie moon (nuna).’ 
To go and join the guacharoes, is to rejoin their 
fntliLTS, that is, to die. The mngieians (pinches) and 
tdie poisonei's (morona) perform their nocturnal tricks 
:it the cntrance of the cavem, to conjure tlie chief 
of the evil spirits (ivorokiamo). Thus, in cvery 
dimate, the first fictions of nations resemble each 
otlier, thosc especially which relate to two principies 
governing the world, the ahodc of souls after deatli, 
the happiness of the virtuous, and the puuishmcnt 
of the gniltv. The most different and most barbarous 
langnages present a certain numher of images which 
are the same, because they Lave their source in the 
nature of our intellect and our sensations. Dnrkness 
is evory where eonnected with the idea of deatli. 
The grotto oí' Caripe answers to the Tartarus of the 
Greeks 5 and the guaeharocs which hover over the 
rivulet, uttering plaintive cries, remind us of the 
Stygian birds.

“ At the point where the river forms the sub- 
temmeous cascade, a hill covered with vegetation, 
which is opposite the opening of the grotto, presents 
itself in a very picturesque inanner. It appears at 
tiie extremity of a straight passage, 240 toises in 
lciigth. The stalactites which descerní IVom tlie 
vaiilt, and which rescmhle columius suspended in the 
air, dísplay themselves on a hack-ground of verdnro. 
The opening of the cavem appeavcd singnlarly con. 
tracted wlum we saw it about the middle of the day, 
illuinined hy the vivid light rellected at once from the 
sky, the plants, and the rocks. The distant light 
of duy formud a somewhat magical contrast with the 
darkness that summnded us in tho.se vast cavcrns.

dischargod our jaeces at a venture wherever the 
cries of tile nocturnal birds and the flapping of their
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wiiigs, led us to snspect tliat a great number of «ests 
were erowded togother. After sevcral Jïuitloss 
attempts, Mr. Bonpland succeeded in kilüng a omple 
of guacharoes, wliich, dazzled l>y thc liglit of the 
torches, seemed to pursue us. Tliis draimstanee 
aiïbrded me the means of drawing this birïl, which 
hitherto had remained unknown to naturalists. Wc 
climlied, not without some difikulty, thc small hill 
whonce the subtcrrancous rivulet descends. We saw 
that the grotto was perceptibly contracted, retaining 
only forty fect in lioight; and that it continuad 
stretehing to the north-east without deviating from 
its íírst direction, whieh is parallel to that of tlie great 
vallcy of Cavipe.

“  In this part of the cavern, the rivnlet deposes 
n blackisli mould, very like the matter which, ín the 
grotto of Sluggcndorf in Franconia, is cniled tlie earth 
of sacrifico. We could not diseover whether this fine 
and spongy mould íalls through the cracks which com­
municate wíth the surfacc of the grotmd ahore, or is 
washed down by the rain-water that penetratas into 
tlie cavern. I t was a mixture of siiex, alumine, and 
vegetable detritus. We walked in thick mud to a 
spot where we hehehl with astonishment the progress 
of subterrancous vegetation. The sceds wliich the 
birds carry into the grotto to feed their young, spring 
up wherever tliey cau fix in the mould that covers the 
calearoous incrustations. Blanched stalks, with soiue 
half-formed leaves, liad risen to the heiglit of two 
feet. It w;is impossible to ascertain the species of 
plants, the form, colour, and aspect of which had 
been changed by the absence of light. Tlicso traces 
of organisation amid darkness forcihly excitod the 
curiosity of the natives, in general so stupid and diih- 
■cult to be moved. They examined tlicm in that
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silent meditatio» inspired l>y a pinee they seemod to 
dread. It might be thmight, tlnit tliese subterraiieous 
vegetables, pale and disti.,-ural, appeared to tliem 
phantoms banished from the tace of the earth. To 
me, the seene reealled one of tlie happiest periods of my 
early youth, a long abode in the mines of Freiburg, 
where I made experiments on the effeets of blanching 
(ctiolemenl), which are very different according as 
the air is pure or overcharged with liydrogen or azote.

“  The missionaries, with ali their authority, eonld 
not provail on the Indians to penetrate fnrther into 
tlie cavem. As the vanlt grew lower, the cries of the 
guaeharoes beeame more shrill. We were obligcd to 
yield to the pusillanimity of our guides, and trace 
back our steps. The appearance of the cavem was 
indeed very unifonn. We fmd that a hishop of 
St. Tilomas of Guyana had gone further thau our- 
selves. Ile had measural nearly 2,50ü feet from the 
inoutli to the spot where he stopped, though the 
cavem reached further. The remembranec of this 
fact was preserved in tlie convent of Caripe, without 
tlie exaot period being noted. Tlie bishop had pro. 
vided himself with great torches of white wax of 
Caslile. We had torches composod only of the bark 
of trees and native resin. The thiek smoke which 
issues froin these torches in a narrow subteminea» 
passage, linrts the eyes and obstructs the respiration.

“  Wefollowed the course of the torrent to go out 
of the cavern. Ilefore our eyes were dazzled hy the 
light of day, wc saw, without the grotto, the water of 
tlie river sparkling amid the foliage of the trees that 
concealed it. It was like a picture placed in the dis­
tante, and to which the montli of tlie cavern served as 
a fnune. liaving at length reached the ontranoe, 
and seatcd ourselves on tlie bank ol' the rivulcl, we
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rested after our fatigues. IVe wcre glad to be beyond 
the hoarse cries of the birds, and to leave a place 
where darkness does not- offer even tire charm of 
silence and tranquillity. We could scarcely persuade 
ourselves that the narae of the grotto of Caripe 
luid hitherto remained uiiknown in Europe. The 
guadiaroes alone ivould have been sufficient to render 
it celebrated. These nocturnal hirds have heen no 
wherc yet discovered, except in the mountains of 
Caripe and Cumanacoa.

“  The misxionarics liad prepared a repast at the 
cntry of the cavern. Leaves of bananas and vijao, 
which have a silky lustre, served us as a tahle-cloth, 
according to the custoin of the country. Nothing ivas 
wanting to our enjoyment, not even remembrances, 
ivhich are so rara in those countries, whcre genera» 
tions disnppear witliout leaving a trace of their exist- 
ence. Our hosts took pleasure in reminding us, that 
the first monks ivho carne into those mountains to 
found the little village of Santa María, liad livcd 
during a raonth in the cavern, and there, on a stone, 
by the light oftorches, had celebrated the mysteries of 
religión. Thzs solitary retreat served as a refuge to 
the missíonaries against the persecntions of a warlike 
chief of the Tuacopans, encamped on the banks of the 
River Caripe.”

The orlgin of caverns is an interesting geological 
question. The learned Traveller is of opinión, that 
their formation must be referred to causes totally 
different. With regard, hoivever, to the largest and 
raost remarkable class, those which are fouuú in the 
límcstone and gypseous formations, the horizontal 
dircction of the galleries, and their gentle and uniform 
slope, obvionsly indicate that they are the result of 
thc action of water, gradually enlarging, by erosión,
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clefts already existing, and carrying off the softer 
parts. In the primitive rocíes, real grottoes are found 
only in the calcareous formations. On examinmg the 
internal structure of the stalactites, \ve find all the 
characters of a Chemical precipítate. A small quantity 
of carbònic acid is proved to be sufficient to give 
to water, after long contact, the power of dissolving 
some portion of carbonate of lime. The .Tura lime- 
stone, Humboldt remarks, to wliich the grottoes of 
the vnlley of Caripe belong, abounds so much wítli 
caverns in both liemispheres, that ifc has been called 
by some Germán geologists k&hlenkalkslcin, cavern- 
limestone. I t  is tliis rock which so often interrupts 
the course of rivers, by íngulíing thcm into its bosom. 
The form of grottoes depends partly on the nature of 
the rocíes, partly on the exterior ageney which lias 
prochicetl thcm. “  From what I  have seen,”  says 
Humboldt, “  in the mountains of Europe and the 
cordilleras of America, caverns may be divided, 
according to their interior structure, into three 
classes. Some have the form of large clefts, or 
crevices, like veins not filled with ore; such as the 
cavern of llosenmuller in Franconia, EUlen-hole in 
the Peak of Derbyshire, and the sumideros (sewers) 
of Chamncasapa, near Tasco and Tehuilotepec in 
México.*' Othor caverns are open to the light at both 
ends ; these are rocks really pierced through,—natural 
galleries, traversing a solitary mountaiu: such are 
the Hole-herg of Muggendorf, and tlie famous cavern 
of Danto in México.-j- A thircl form, and the most 
conmion, exliil)its a succcssion of cavities placed nearly 
on the same level, in the same direction, and com- 
municating with eacli other by passages of greater

■ Sec Mod. T rav . México, vol. i. p. 357.
1 See i b i t l - 1). 355, and 357. n o te .
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or less broacUlu” * What in tito calcavcons rocks is 
produced by tho actioti of the wnters, appears to be, in 
tluj volcaniu rocks, the eifect of gaseous emanations, 
actingin the dírection iu wliich tliey fiud the Ieast 
resístante. Sometimos, fire acts Ükc water iu carry. 
ing off substances; as a cavern in the Isle of Franco 
i,s supposoil hy Captaiu l’linders to liavc originated in 
the melting of a mass of glance-iron Iiy a voicanic 
cmption. Tlie caverna in the mountaius of gypsum 
often contain meplhtlc and deleterious gases. I t  is 
not, in tilia case, líumboldt saya, the sulphate of lime 
that acts on the atmosplierie air, hut the elay slightly 
impregnatedwith carbón, and thefetidlimcstone,whic1i 
are so often minglcd with the gypsum. The caverns 
of the calcaroous inouutains are not liahlc to theso 
deeomposi tions of the atmospheric air, unless they 
contain animal remains. Neme liave liitherto hceu 
discovered in that of Caripe. These general re- 
ínarks ave highly interesting, and will he found 
of no small use to futuro travellers. The cavcrn 
of Caripe is onc of the most spacions that 5s known in 
limestone formations, heing ut least 2,1500 feet in 
length. Some grottoes iu Saxnny, however, which 
are found in gypsum, are scveral leagues in lengtli. 
The calcnreous grottoes are more beautiful and rícher 
in stalactites, in proportion as they are namwer and 
tho cirailation of air is less free. On this account, 
the cavcrn of Caripe is almost destitute of tliose 
incrustalions, the imitative i'orms of wliicli excite the 
euriosity of the vulgar. The light of day and llio air 
of lieaven áre fatal to the sjiells of superslitúm.

Onleaving Caripe, where tlie travellers remained

« tice, for a dcscriplio» o f (he remuvkablc cavcrn nf M ixto, 
Moil. T n iv . México, vol. i!, p. 2.v¡. -Seo nlso, ¡Mil. pj>.207» 2(ií¡i and 
» » .  Also, Syria and Asia M inor, vol. i. pp. 3S>, 53, Uní».
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for some dáys, after Crossing a ridge of liills to the 
north-east, they ascended tlirough a vast savanna to 
the lable-land of Guardia de San- Angustia, the most 
(devaled valley, prohalily, in Venezuela, yet totally 
uninhabited. From this high laúd, the road descends 
hv a slope extremely steep and slippery, called by the 
ninnks, Basada del Purgatorio, and soon enters a 
tliick forest, known by the ñame ot' Montana de Santa 
Alaria. Humboldt describes the descent as most 
tremendous, — a real chcmin des íchcllcs (road of 
ladders), through a sort of ravine, down which, in the 
rainy season, impetuous torrents tumble from rock to 
rock. “ The steps are from two to three feet higli, 
and the unfortunate beasts of lmrden, aíter liaving 
measured with their eye the space nocessary to let 
their load pass between the trunks of the trees, leap 
from one rock to another. Afruid of missing their 
leap, we saw them stop a few minutes to examine the 
ground, and bring togetlier their four feet like wild 
goats. If the animal does not rendí the nearest block 
of stone, he siuks half his depth into the sol't oclirey 
clay that filis up the inter.stices of the rock. When 
the blocks are wanting, euorinous roots serve as 
snpports to the feet of men and beasts. There are 
some of them twenty inohes thick; and they ofteu issue 
from the trunks of the trees much .above the level 
of tlie soil. The Creóles llave sullicient confidenee in 
tlie address and happy instinct of the mules, to remain 
on their saddles during this long and dangerous 
descent. Foaring fatigue less llian they (lid, and 
aceustomed to travel slowly in order lo gather plants 
and examine the nature of the rocks, we preferred 
going down on foot; and, indeed, the eare which our 
timekeepers ilemanded, left us no liherty of choice.

“ The forest that oovers the steep llank of the
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mountain of Santa Maria, is one of the thickest I  ever 
saw. The trees are of a stupendous height and size. 
Under their bushy, deep greon foliage, tliere reigns 
constantly a kind of half-daylight, a sort of obscurity, 
of which our forests of pines, oaks, and heech-trees, 
afford no example. It mig'lit be said, that, notwith- 
standing its elevated temperature, the air cannot dis­
solve the quantity of water exhaled from the surface of 
the soil, the foliage of the trees, and their trunks 
covered witli an oíd drapery of orchideeo, peperomia, 
and other succulent plants. With the aromatic odour 
yielded by the flowers, the fruits, and even by the 
wood, is mingled that which we perceive in autumn 
in foggy seasons. Here, as in the forests of the 
Orinoco, fixing our eyes on the tops of the trees, we 
now discerned streanis of vapour, whenever a solar 
ray penetrated and traversed the dense atmo- 
sphere.”

Among the majestic trees of the forest, many of 
which are upwards of 120 feet in height, are seen the 
curucay, which yields a whitisli resin, highly odori, 
ferous, and much in requesfc among the Indian sor- 
eerers; the dragon’s-blood-tree (croton sanguijhtum), 
the purplish-brown juice of which llows down a whitish 
bark; arborescent íerns npwards of thirty-five feet 
liigli; and various s]>ecies of palm-tree. The foad 
was an uniuterrupted descent for seven hours. The 
forest terminotes in a large savanna, composed of 
several smooth flats rising one above anothcr, in the 
midst of which is the mission of Santa Cruz, where 
the Travellers halted for the night, overeóme with 
fatigue, liaving íravclled nearly eight hours without 
finding water. The next dav, passing through an- 
other tliick forest, tliey reached the mission of Catuaro. 
The day following, accompanied by the missionary in
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person, they descended the mountaíns by another 
Jadder road extremely rugged and slippery, to Cariaco.

The town of Cariaco stands in tlie midst of a vast 
plain iillcd with plantations, scattered liuts, and 
gronpes of cocoa-palms, at tbe distnncc of a mile and 
a half from the river of tile same líame, In the 
Spanish oflicial papers, it hears the ñame oí San Felipe 
de Austria. In former times, it lias been repeatedly 
sacked by the Caríbs, but of late years it lias aug- 
mented rapidly iu popnlation and importance. The 
number of inhabitants iu 1000, ivas upwards of 6,000, 
having donbled witliin ten years; and in 1007, it had 
risen, according to M. Lavaysse, to 7,000, ivhile 4,000 
more inliabited the rest of the district. The cotlon 
whicli is cultivatod heve, is of a very fine qualíty; 
there are also silgar and colfee plantations, ivhicli, 
being found more profitable, havo superseded the cul- 
tivation of the cocoa-tree. “  In 1007, the governor, 
Jlanoel de Cagigal, endeavoured to prevent the dis- 
tillation of rnm, under the false pretencc that it would 
injure the trade in brandies witli Spain; but the truc 
reason ivas, that the rum trade, one of the branches 
of the English sniuggliiig, brought large profits to his 
Excellcncy.” * Since the Island of Trinidad has be- 
come au English colony, the whole of the eastern ex- 
tremity of this province, especially the coast of Paria, 
lias olianged its appeavance, owing chiefly to the en- 
terprise of foreign settlers. The population lias espe­
cially increased at Carupano in the beautiful valley 
of Rio Caripe, at Gniria, and at the new town of 
Punta de Piedra, built opposite Spanish Harbour iu 
the Isle of Trinidad. The latter place, whicli, in 
1797, "'as oniy a hamlet of fishermen, is now the

4 Lavaysse, (>. 11«.
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chief place in tlie district, and, from its advantagemis 
position near tlie moutlis of the Guarapiche and Ori­
noco, as wcll as the prodigious fertility of the territory, 
is an important spot. Campano, wliicli is not oven 
mentioned by M. Dcpons, is dcscribed by M. Lavaysse 
as a vcry healthy placo, lmilt in the opening of two 
charming vaileys watered by two fine rivers. The 
port is defended by a battery placed on an emínence. 
With the neighbouring district, it contained in 1807 
a population of 8,000 sonls. “  The inhabitants,” 
says M. Lavaysse, “  divide their time betwecn the 
occupatioris of agricultura, trading concerns, and 
dancing: it is complctely a dancing town. There is 
a considerable trade there in liorses and mules. At 
the foot of the neighbouring bilis, there are quarries of 
gypsum, so that most of the houses are ceiled. In 
going hy land from Carupano to Guiria and the Punta 
de Piedra, the smiling valley of Rio Caribe is crossed, 
watered by numerous rivulets: it is the Tempe and 
Campagna of this country. The town and valley of 
Caribe (Caripe) have a population of 4,500 persons.” * 

“ The isolated situation of these settlements,” re­
marles M. Humholdt, “  has favoured the trade with 
foreign coloides; and from the year 1797, a revolution 
has taken place in the ideas of the people, the conse- 
qnences of wliich might have heen Iong in proving 
fatal to the metropolis, liad not the ministry continucd 
to thwart all their interests and oppose all their 
wishes. W e found at Cariaco, a grcat numher of 
persons who, hy a certain ease in their manners, en- 
largement of ideas, and, I  must add, a marked predi- 
lection for the government of the United States, (lis— 
covered that they held freqüent intercourse with

i  Lavaysse, pp. 114, 15.



C O L O M B I A . 95

i'orcigners. There, for the first time ín these cliinates, 
we heard the ¡lames of Frauklin and Washington pro- 
nounced with entimsiasm. The expressions of this 
enthusiasm were minglcd with complaints relative to 
the actual state of New Andalusia, with the enume- 
ration, ol'ten an exaggerated one, of its natural riches, 
and ardent and anxious wishes tliat happier times 
miglit arrive. This disposition of miad was striking 
to a traveller wlio liad just witnessed the great agita- 
tions of Europe. It foreboded, as yet, nothiug hostile 
and violent, no determinate directio». There was 
that degree of vagueness in the ideas and expressions, 
whicli cliaraeterises in nations, as in individuals, a 
state of lialf-cultivation, an immature display of civi- 
iisation.” “

The movement towards independence wliicli had 
nearly hroken out at Caracas in 1798, liad been preceded 
and followed by great agitation among the slaves at 
Coro, Maracaybo, and Cariaco. The vicar of Catuaro, 
who had insisted on conducting the Travellers to the 
coast, liad for liis errand, to oífer his ghostly assistance 
to an uufortiniate negro at Cariaco under sentence of 
death. On the road, lie dilated ontlie necessity of the 
slave-trade, the innate wickedness of the blacks,and the 
benefit tliey derive from tlieir state of slavery among 
Christians !! “  The mildness of the Spanish legis-
lation,” remarks M. Humboldt, u compared with the 
Black Code of the grcater part of the other nations that 
have possessions in eitlier India, cannot be denied. 
Bul, such is the state of the negroes dispersed in 
places scarcely begun to be cultivated, that justice, 
far from eflicaciously protecting tliem during tlieir 
lives, cannot even punish acts of barbarity that liave *

* Humboldt, Fors. Nar. vol. iii. pp. 190, 7-
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caused their deatb. If  an incjuiry be attempted, the 
deatli of the slave is attributcd to the liad state of his 
healch, to the influence of a warm and lmmid climate, 
to the wounds which lie has rccclvcd, lnit which, it is 
assertcd, were neíthcr deep ñor dangerous. Tlie civil 
mithority is powerlexs with respect to whatovcr con- 
stitutes domèstic slnvery; and nothing is more illa- 
sory tban the effect so niucli vauntcd of thosc laws 
which prescribe the forra oi' thewbip, and the mirabel- 
of lashes which it is permitted to give al a lime. Per* 
sons who liave not lived in the colonies, or llave iu- 
habited only the West ludia Islands, believe in general, 
tbat the interest of the master in the preservation of 
liis slaves, mnst render their condition so rauch the 
milder as their number is less considerable. Ncver- 
theless, even at Cariaco, a í'ew wceks before my an-i- 
val in the province, a planter, who liad only eight 
negrees, killed six by beatiug thcm in the most bar- 
barous raanner. He tiras voluntarily destroyed the 
greater part of his fortune. Two of his slaves ex- 
pired on the spot. líe  erabarked with four, who 
seemed more robust, for the Port of Cumana, but 
tliey died on the passage. This act of cruelty had 
been preceded in the same ycar by anotber, the cir- 
cumstances of which are eipially horrible. Such great 
criraes remain ahnost always unpunished: Ihe spirit 
tkui dictaled ihe laws, is nol that which presides over 
their e.vccution

M. Ilumboldt and his companion werc prevonted 
making any stay at Cariaco by the unhealthiness of 
the season. They found a great part of the inhabit- 
tants confined to tlieir liaramocks with intermittent 
fevers. These fevers in autumn assume a formidable 
character, and nm into alanuing dysenteries. The 
mortality at such sensons ía less considerable, hmvever,
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we are told, than might be snpposed. The epidemie 
weakens the constitution, and leaves a great degree of 
debilitv, but thís (loes not oí'ten issue fataliy. The 
extreme fertility of the surrounding plañís, in con- 
nexion with their moisture, and the constant decom- 
position of vegetable matter which is going forvvard, 
accmmts for the insalubrity of the air. But the situa- 
lion of Cariaco is in some respects peculiarly disadvan- 
tageous. To the north-wcst of the town, near the ex- 
tremitv of the gulf, is tile great meer eallcd the Laguna 
de Campoma, which receives the waters of the Rio 
Azul. Thís meer is, in dry weather, divided i uto three 
basins. From its stagnant waters, fetid exhalations 
continually arise, and tire smell of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen is mingled with that of putrid fishes and rotting 
plants.* When the north-west wind blows, which it 
freqnently does after snnset, tire effluvia which it bears 
cannot fail to be highly pernícious; and the learned 
Traveller States, that intermittent fevers are found 
degenerating into typhus, in proportion as we ap- 
proadi the laguna, which is the principal focus of tire 
roiasmata. Add tothis, the sea-shore is covercd with 
rnangroves (rhizophora), avicennias, and other shrubs 
with bark of astringent properties, the roots and stocks 
of whicli being not always under water, but alter- 
nately wetted and exposed to the sun, give forth very 
noxious exhalations. Both to the east and west of 
the Cerro del Meapire (or Cerro grande de Cariaco), 
which divides the valleys of Cariaco and San Boni­
facio, low and marshy lands extend to the coast with- 
out interruplion, and tliey are continually enlarging hy

'* Thís appears to be tlie marsh referrect to by Id. Lavaysse: sec 
jtage ■í'í, ¡inte.

PART I. O
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gaining on the sea. While standing on the snmmit 
of tliis ridge, the monntain currents inay be seen ruti­
ni ng on the east sitie to the Gtili' oi' Paria, and, on the 
west, to the Gulfof Cariaco. Both those gulfs, which 
'are supposed to owe their origin to the sinking of tlie 
earth and the rents caused hv eartlujnakes, formerly 
oecnpied a nnu'h more considerable space. At present, 
'at all events, the wàters are retiring, and the changos 
on the shore are more particularly observable ou the 
eoast of Cumana. Near that town, the battery de la 
liocca, whidi was huilt in 1791 on the very edge of 
the sea, was alrcadv, in 1799, ftu- inland. At the 
moiith of the Rio Nei'cri, uoar the morro of Barcelona, 
the retreat of tlie wàters is still more rapid.

The low lamí which extends eastward of the Sierra 
de Meapira, from Campano, hy the vnlley of San 
Bonifacio, toward the Gulf of Paria, is for the most 
part uncultivated and equally unhealthy. I t  is hero 
that the best chocolate is produced. The plantations, 
which lmve dimiuished in the westem provinces, 
giving way before the cnltivation of cotton and the 
canc, have increased on the newly cleared and virgin 
soil of those pestilontial regions, being fonnd the moro 
productive as the new and lniniid lands, still sur- 
roundcd with forests, are in eontact with an atmo- 
sphcre damp and loaded with mephitic exhalations. 
“  We there see,” says Iíumholdt, “  fathers of fami- 
lies attached to the old hàbits of the planters, prepare 
for themsclvcs and their children a slow but secure 
fortune. A single slave is sufficient to help them íu 
their toilsome laiiours. They olear tile soil with their 
own hands, raise young cocoa-trees under the shade 
of the erythrinas or plantains, lop the grown trees, 
destryv the swarms of wonns and iusccts that attuck
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the bark, leaves, and flowers, dig trenches, and resolve 
to lead ¡i wretched Iife íor seven or eight years till 
the cocoa-tree bcgins to bear. Thirty thousand trecs 
secure a compctenev to a fnniily for a generation and 
a hall'.” * In the plain of San Bonifacio, thcre is a 
large lake, four or live leagues in diameter, called the 
Luyuita de Putacuao, eommunicatiug witli the river 
Areo: ít is suixoundud by a mountaiuous district 
kiiown only to the natives.

It vas not without sensations of regret that onr 
Travellers quitted the shores of' Cumana to prosecute 
their travels in the western provinces of Venezuela. 
“  I t  was the lirst land,”  says the learned "Writer, 
“ that we liad touched under a zone toward wliich 
my wtshes liad buen turned irom my earlíest youth. 
There is soinething so great, so powerful, in the im- 
pression made by nature in the elimate of the ïrnlics, 
that, ttfter an abode of a ícw months, we seemed to 
have lived tliere during a long succession of years. 
In Europe, the inhabitant of the North, or of tho 
plains, feels an alrnost similar emotion, when he quits 
uven after a short abode the shores of the Hay of 
.Xaples, the delicióos country between Tivoii and the 
Lake of Nemi, or tho wild and solemn scenery of the 
Higher Aljis and the Pyrenees. Yet, every wlicre 
under the temperate zone, tlie efFects of the physio- 
gnomy of the vegetables afford little contrast. The

'* l’crs. N arr. vol. iii. p. lOh T h e  learnctl T ravellcr styles the 
cocoa-tree, “  the olive o f  ihc couutry." AH along tho  Southern 
sido of the ( iu lf  of Cariaco, a  trac t covered w ith  beaotiful vegeta, 
tíoii. Imt alm ost entirely uncuUivatcd, large plrm tatiom are seen 
borderlug the sliorc. T he ir appcarancc is hlghly picturcsquc. 
Among the plañís eultiv.-itcd by m an, the cocoa-palm, the sttgar- 
cano, the banana, the mainmec-applo, and Ilie alligator pear, have 
alone the pro)verty o f  ílourishing alike whetltor waterctl by fres!» or- 
by salt water.
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fire and tlie oaks that crown the mountains of 
Sweden, liavc a ccrtuin family rosemblancc to tliose 
which vegetate in tlie fine climates uf Greece and Italy. 
Letwcen the trópica, on the contrary, in the lewer 
regions of lioth Indies, every tliing in nature appears 
new and mnrvellous. In the opcn plains, and amid 
tlie gloom of forests, almost all the remembrances of 
Europe are cffaced; fi>r it is the vegeta tion tliat de­
termines tlic character of a landscape, and acts upon 
tmr imaginatíon hy its mass, the contrast of its forms, 
and the glow of its colours. In proportion as impres- 
«ions are powerful and new, they weaken antecedent 
impressions, and their strength gives them the ap- 
pearance of duration. I appeal to those who, more 
sensible of the beauties of nature tlian of tlie cliarms 
of social Hfe, have long resided in tlie torriil zone. 
Ho\v dear, how memorable during Iife, is the laúd 
vhere they first disembarked! A vague desire to 
revisit tliat spot, roots Stself in their minds to tlic most 
advanced age. Cumana and its dusty soil are still 
more freqtiently present to my imaginatíon, than all 
the wonders of the Cordilleras. Beueath the fine sky 
of the south, the light and the magia of the aerial 
Jmcs, embellish a lamí almost destitute of vegetation. 
Tlie sun does not merely enlighten, it colours the 
objeets, and wraps them in a thin vapour, which, 
without changing the traiisjiarency of the air, rendéis 
its tints more hannonious, softens the eífeets of the 
light, and diffusos over nature that calm which is 
reficeted in our souls. To explain tliis vivid impros- 
sion which tlie aspect of the scenery in tlie two Indias 
produces, oven on coasts where títere is little wood, it 
will he sufficient to rccollect, that thebcauty of the sky 
augments from Naples towartls tlic equator, almost 
as much as from Froveuce toward tlie south of Italv.
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“  W e  p a sse d  a t  h ig h  w a te r  t h e  b a r  w lt ic h  t h e  l i t t l e  
r i v e r  M a n z a n a re s  h a s  fo r m e d  a t  i t s  m o u th .  T h e  
e v c n in g  b re e z e  g e n t ly  s w e lle d  t h e  w a v e s  o f  t h e  G u l f  
o f  C ariaco . T h e  m o o n  h a d  n o t  r i s e n ,  b u t  t h a t  p a v t o f  
t h e  m i lk y  w a y  w h io h  e x te n d s  f ro m  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  
C e n ta u r  to w a rd  t h e  c o n s te l la t io n  o f  S a g i t t a r iu s ,  
s ee m e d  to  p o u r  a  s i lv e ry  l ig l i t  o v e r  t h e  s u r fa c e  o f  t h e  
o re a n .  T h e  w h i te  r o c k  c ro w n e d  b y  t h e  C a s t le  o f  S a n  
A m o n io ,  a p p e a re d  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  b e tw e e n  th e  
l i ig h  to p s  o f  t h e  c o c o a - t r e e s  t h a t  b o rd e r  t h e  s lio re .  
W e  so o n  re c o g n is e d  t h e  c o as ts  o n ly  b y  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
l ig h t s  o f  t h e  G u a y i ju e r ia  f i s h e rm e n .  I n  th e s e  m o ­
m e n ts ,  \v e  f e l t  i n  a l l  i t s  fo rc é  t h e  e h a r m  o f  t h a t  s p o t,  
a n d  th e  r e g r e t  o f  leav ing - i t .  F iv e  m o u th s  l ia d  p u ssed  
s in c e  w e  d is e m b a r k e d  o n  t h a t  s h o re ,  a s  o n  a  n e w ly  
d is c o v e re d  l a n d ,  s t r a n g e r s  to  a l l  t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  u s ,  
a p p ro a e h in g  w i t l i  m i s t r u s t  e v e r y  b u s l i ,  e v e ry  h u m id  
a n d  s h a d o w y  s p o t .  T h a t  ç o a s t  n o w  d i s a p p e a re d  to  
o u r  o y e s , l e a v in g  r e m e m h ra n c e s  w b ic l i  s e e m e d  o f  a  
io n g  d a te .  T h e  s o il ,  t h e  ro e k s ,  t h e  p la n t s ,  t h e  i n h a -  
h i t a n t s ,  a l l  n o w  w e re  b e c o m e  f a m i l ia r  to  u s . ”

T h e  p a s s a g e  f ro m  C u m a n a  to  t h e  p o r t  o f  L a  G u a y r a  
is  o n ly  s ix ty  le a g u e s ,  a n d  o f l e n  ta k e s  o n ly  f r o m  t h i r t y -  
s ix  to  f o r ty  h o u r s ,  t h e  l i t t l e  c o a s t in g  v e ss e ls  b e in g  
f a v o u re d  a t  o n c e  b y  t h e  w in d  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t s .  T o  
a v o id  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  r e t u r n i n g ,  t h e  j o u r n e y  h y  la n d  is  
s o m e t im e s  p r e f e r r e d ,  w li ic l i  o c c u p ie s  n in e  d a y s . T h e  
r o a d  f ro m  C u m a n a  t o  B a r c e lo n a  a n d  C a ra c a s  is  n e a r ly  
i n  t h e  s a m e  s t a t e  a s  b e fo re  t h e  d is c o v e ry  o f  A m e r ic a .  
T h e  t r a v e l le r  h a s  to  c o n te iu l  w i th  a l l  t h e  o b s ta c le s  o f  
a  m ir y  c o i -n t r y ,  la r g e  s c a t t e r e d  r o c k s ,  a n d  a lm o s t  im -  
p e rv io u s  v e g e t a t i o n ; l ie  m u s t  s le e p  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r ,  
c ro ss  s e v e ra l  r a p id  m o u n ta in  t o r r e n t s ,  a n d  m i l  th e  
r i s k  o f  c a t c h in g  n e rv m is  a n d  m ia s m a t í c  fev ev s  in  
p a s s in g  th r o u g h  t h e  e x t r e m e ly  in ih c a l th y  t r a c t  o f  low
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c o u n t r y  w h ic h  e x te n d s  f ro m  t h e  B a y  o f  W o c liim a  to  
C o ro . T h e  p a ss a g e  b y  s e a ,  u k i n g  t h e  iv lio le  b o a t ,  
c o s ts  1 2 0  p ia s t e r s .  T h e  b o a ts  ave  t h i r t y  í e e t  lo n g ,  
a n d  n o t  m o re  t h a n  t h r c e  f e e t  l i ig h  a t  t h e  g u n w a le ;  
t h e y  l la v e  n o  d e c k s ,  a n d  t h e i r  l a d in g  is  g e n e r a l lv  fro m  
2 0 0  to  2 5 0  q u in tá i s .  Y e t ,  a l t h o u g k  t h e  s e a  is  e x -  
t r e m e ly  r o u g h  f r o m  C a p e  C o d e r a  to  L a  G u a y r a ,  a n d  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  b o a ts  c a r r y  a n  e n o n i io u s  t r i a n g u l a r  s a i l ,  
s o m e w h a t  d a u g e r o u s  i n  ca se  o f  t h e  s u d d e n  g u s ts  iv h ic h  
c o m e  d o w n  f ro m  t h e  m o u n ta in s ,  t h e r e  h a d  n o t  l e e n  
a n  in s ta n c e  d u r in g  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e m  b e in g  
lo s t  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e .  T h e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  G u a y q u e r ia  
p i lo ts  is  so g r e a t ,  t h a t  s h ip w re c k s  a r e  v e r y  r a r e  e v e n  
i n  t h e  t r i p s  f r o m  C u m a n a  to  G u a d a lo u p e ,  o r  t h e  
D a n is h  is la n d s ,  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t l i  b r e a k e r s .

B e tw e e n  C u m a n a  a n d  C a p e  C o d e ra ,  w h e re  t h e  s e a  

fo rm s  a  s o r t  o f  s h a l lo w  b a y ,  tw o  g ro u p c s  o f  b a r r e n  
ro c k y  i s la n d s ,  r i s i n g  l i k e  b a s t io n s ,  a p p e a r  to  b e  f r a g ­
m e n ts  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  c o a s t ,  s e p a r a te d  b y  s o m e  c o n v u l­
s ió n  o f  n a t u r e  : th e y  a r e  c a l le d  t h e  C a ra c a s  a n d  th e  
C h im a n a s .*  B e h i n d  th e s e  is la n d s  a r e  t h e  g u lf s  o f  
M o c h im a  a n d  S a n ta  F é ,  w h ic h  a r e  l i k e ly  o n e  d a y ,  
H n m b o ld t  s a y s ,  t o  b e c o m e  f r e q u e n te d  p o r ts .

A t  t e n  m a r in e  le a g u e s  f r o m  t h e  p o r t  o f  C u m a n a ,  
is  N e w  B a r c e lo n a ,  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  I e f t  b a n k  o f  t h e  
I l i v e r  N e v e r i ,  ( t h e  I n d i a n  ñ a m e  is  E n i p i r i c u a r , )  
w h ic h  a h o u n d s  w i t h  t h e  s p e c ie s  o f  c ro c o d ile  so  c o m ­
m o u  in  t h e  O r in o c o .  T h i s  p o r t ,  t h e  ñ a m e  o f  w h ic h  
t i l l  l a te ly  w a s  s c a rc e ly  t o  h e  f o u n d  i n  o u r  m a p s ,  h a s  

h a d  a n  a c t iv e  t r a d e  s in c e  1 7 9 5 . F r o m  t h i s  p la c e  is

* “  I t  m ay appear extraordinary,” says the learnod Traveller, 
“  to  fiad Caracas islands so distan t from  the City of th a t ñame, 
opposite the coast of the Cum anagotoes; b u t the denom inatio» o f 
Curacas denoted, a t  the conque.st, a tribe of Indians, not any par­
ticular spot. Guadaloupe vas  formeriy called Caracqucira.”
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e x p o rte t!  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p ro d u c e  o f  t l i e  L l a n o s ,  c o n -  
s is t i n g  o f  s a l t e d  p ro v is ió n ,  o x e a ,  m u le s ,  a n d  b o r s e s ,  
íb r  t b c  W e s t  í n d i a  i s la u d s ,  e s p e c ia lly  C u b a .  T h e  
s i t u a t io n ' o f  B a r c e lo n a  is  p a r t i c u l a r ly  a d v a n ta g e n u s  
fo r  t h i s  t r a d e ,  a s  t b c  a n im a ls  l ia v e  o n ly  t b r e e  d a y s ’ 
jo u rn e v  l'ro m  t h e  L la n o s  to  t h e  p o r t ,  w h i le  i t  r e q u ir e s  
e ig h t  o r  n in e  d a y s  to  c ro s s  t h e  m o u n ta in s  to  C u m a n a .  
I n  t h e  y e a r s  1 7 0 0  a n d  1 8 0 0 , n o  f e w e r  t h a n  3 0 ,0 0 0  
m u lo s  a r e  c o m p u te d  to  h a v e  b e e n  s h ip p e d  l 'o r  t h e  
S p a n is h ,  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  F r e n c h  i s la u d s ,  of- w h ic h
8 .0 0 0  w e re  e in b a r k e d  a t  B a r c e lo n a ,  0 ,0 0 0  a t  P u e r t o  
C ab e llo , 3 ,0 0 0  a t  C a m p a n o ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a in d e r  a t  
C o ro , B u r b u r a t a ,  a n d  t h e  i n o u th s  o f  t h e  G u a r ip ic h e  
a n d  t h e  O r in o c o .  D u r i n g  t h e  p e a c e  o f  A m ie n s ,  t h e r e  
w e re  e x p o r te d ,  M .  L a v a y s s e  States, f r o m  t h e  p o r t  o f  
B a r c e lo n a  i n  o n e  y e a r ,  1 3 2 ,0 0 0  o x e n ,  2 ,1 0 0  b o rs e s ,
8 4 .0 0 0  m u le s ,  8 0 0  a s s e s , 1 8 0 ,0 0 0  q u in tá i s  o f  s m o k e d  
b e e f  (tassajo), 3 0 ,0 0 0  o x  lu d e s ,  4 ,5 0 0  h o r s e  h id e s ,  a n d
6 .0 0 0  d e e r  s k in s .  B a r c e lo n a  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y  D o n  J u a n  
U r p in  i n  1 0 3 4 , p r io r  to  w h ic h  t h e  c h ie f  p la c e  in  
t h e  d í s t r i c t  w a s  t h e  to w n  o f  C u m a n a g o to ,  s i t u a t e d  
tw o  le a g u e s  h ig l i e r  u p  th e  r i v e r ,  w h ic h  is  u o w  o n ly  a  
m is e ra b le  v i l la g e .  T h o u g h  i t  e n jo y s  a  c o n s id e ra b le  
t r a d e ,  a n d  c o n ta in s  s o m e  o p u le n t  h o u s e s ,  t h e  to w n  
is  b a d ly  b u i l t ; t h e  h o u s e s  a r e  o f  m u d ,  a n d ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
v e r y  m e a n ly  f u n i i s h e d .  T h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  u n p a v e d ; 
th e y  a r e  c o n s e q u e n t ly  f i l th y  d u r i n g  t h e  r a in s ,  w h i le ,  
i n  l in e  w e a th e r ,  t h e  d u s t  is  in to le r a b le .  I t  c o n ta in s  
o n e  c l iu r c h ,  a  F r a n c i s c a n  h o s p i ta l ,  a n d  ( i n  1 8 0 7 )  a  
p o p u la t io n  o f  1 5 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  o f  w h o m  a b o n t  h a l f  
w e re  w li i te s .  I t  l ie s  i n  l a t .  10° 0 ' 5 2 "  N . ; lo n g .  
07° 4 ' W . ; a b o u t  a  le a g u e  f r o m  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  tw e lv e  
le a g u e s  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  W .  o f  C u m a n a .  A lc e d o  
re p re s e n ta  t h e  t e m p e r a tu r e  o f  th i s  p ro v in c e  to  b e  t h e  
sam e  a s  t h a t  o f  C u m a n a ,  th o u g h  n o t  so u u h e u U h y .
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M .  L a v a y s s e  s a y s ,  t h e  f'ae t i s  e x a c t ly  t h e  r e v e r s e : 
“  t l i e  d i m a t e  o f  C u m a n a  is  v e r  y  h e a l t h y ,  t l io u g h  h o t ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  is  e x t r e m e ly  d r y  5 t h a t  o f  t l i e  t o w n  of 
B a r c e lo n a  i s  n n h e a l t l i y  f r o in  t h e  o p p o s i te  c a u s e s .”  
A lc e d o , h o w e v e r ,  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  tw o  p r o v in c e s ;  t h e  
F r e n c l i  T r a v e l le r  c o m p a re s  t h e  t w o t o w n s ;  a n d  b o th  
m a y  b e  c o r r e c t . 8

T l i e  p ro v in c e  o f  B a r c e lo n a ,  w h ic h  l ie s  b e tw c e n  th a t  
o f  C u m a n a  o n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  C a ra c a s  o n  t h e  w e s t ,  
e x t e n d in g  s o u th w a i-d  t o  t h e  O r in o c o ,  i s  t h in ly  
i n h a b i t e d  a n d  s c a n t i ly  c u l t iv a te d ,  b u t  i s  le s s  m o u n -  
t a in o u s  t h a n  t h e  a d jo in iu g  p ro v in c e s .  I n  t h e  e n -  
v i r o n s  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  s o m e  m a iz e ,  co co a , in d ig o ,  a n d  
c o t to n  a r e  g r o w n ;  b u t  t h e  e x p o r ta  o f  t h e s e  a r t ic le s  
a r e  in c o n s id e r a b le .  L a r g e  f e r t i l e  d i s t r io t s  l i e  w h o lly  
n e g le c te d ,  a n d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  p re -  
f e r  t h e  g r a x in g  s y s te m  to  t h e  to i l  o f  c u l t i v a t io n .  T h e  
o n ly  o t h e r t o w n  i n  t h e  p r o v in c e  is  Conccpliondel J’ao, 
s i tu a te d  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  s a v a n n a s  011 t h e  o t h e r  s itie  o f  
t h e  B r i g a n l i u e ,  a n d  c o n ta in in g ,  111 1 8 0 7 , 3 ,0 0 0  
in h a b i t a n t s .  I t  i s  45  Ie a g u e s  f ro m  B a r c e lo n a ,  5 5  f ro m  
C u m a n a ,  a n d  2 8  S .E .  o f  C a ra c a s .

O n  t h e  r i g h t  b a n k  o f  t h e  N e v e r i ,  a  l i t t l e  f o r t  h a s  
b e e n  b u i i t  011 a  c a lc a re o u s  r o c k  c a l le d  E l Morro de 
Barcelona, a t  a n  e le v a t io n  o f  s ix ty  o r  s e v e n ty  to ise s  
a b o v e  t h e  s e a - le v e l ,  t o  c o m m a n d  t h e  la u d in g -p la o e .  
F r o m  t h e  M o r r o  t o  C a p e  C o d e ra ,  t l i e  l a ú d  b e co m es  
lo w  a s  i t  re c e d e s  i n  a  s o r t  o f  co v e  to w a r d  t h e  s o u t l i ; 
t h e  fo r e s ts  c o m e  d o w n  to  t h e  b e a c h ,  a n d  t h e  s h o re s  a re  
t o  b e  d r e a d e d  f o r  t h e i r  in s a l u b r i t y .  B e y o n d  t h e  p ro -  
m o n to r y ,  t h e  c o a s t  b e c o m e s  ro c k y  a n d  v e r y  h ig h ,  a n d  
p r e s e n t s  sc e n e s  a t  o n c e  s a v a g e  a n d  p ic tu r e s q u c .  T h e  *

* Lavaysse, p . 123; Alcedo1» Dict. vol. i. p . 140; D epon»'Tra- 
ve!», vol, i¡. p . 2G0; Ilum bolilt. Per». N arr. vol. iii. p . 361.
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m o u n ta in s  p r e s e n t  p e r p e n d ic u la r  fa c es  f r o n i  3  to  4 ,0 0 0  
fe e t  h ig h ,  c a s t in g  b roae l a n d  d e e p  s lu td o w s  u p o n  t h c  
Im in id  la n d  w l i ic h  e x te n d s  to  t h c  s e a ,  a n d  w l i ie h  g lo w s  
w i th  t i l e  f r e s h e s t  v e rd u re .  P ie ld s  o f  m a iz e  a n d  s u g a r  
p la n ta t io n s  a r e  s e e n  s t r e t c l i i n g  a lo n g  n a r r o w  v a l le y s ,  
w h ic h  re s e m b lo  c le f ts  i n  t l i e  r o c k s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t  t b e  
m o st s in g u la r  c o n t r a s t s  o f  l i g h t  a n d  s h a d e .  T h e  
n io u n ta i i i  o f  N i g u a t a r  a n d  t h e  S i l la  o f  C a ra c a s  a r e  
tb e  lo f t ie s t  s u m m i t s  o f  t h i s  c h a in .  “  I t  s e e m s  a s  i f  
ll ie  P y r e n e e s  o r  t l i e  A lp s ,  s t r ip p e d  o f  t h e i r  s n o w s , 
l ia d  r i s e n  f ro m  t h e  b o so m  o f  t h e  w a t e r s ; so  m u c h  
g i 'o a te r  a p p e a rs  t h e  m a ss  o f  m o u n ta in s  w h e n  v ie w e d  
fo r t h e  f i r s t  t im e  f ro m  t h e  s e a .”  N e a r  C a r a v a l le d a ,  
t h e  c u l t iv a te d  l a n d s  e n l a r g e : \v c  fm d  h i l l s  w i t l i  g e n t le  
d e c l iv i t ie s ,  a n d  t h e  v e g e t a t io n  r is e s  to  a  g r e a t  h e ig h t .  
F u r t h e r  w e s tw a rd ,  a  w a ll  o f  h a r é  r o c k s  a g a in  p r e s e n t s  
i t s e l f  to w a rd s  t h e  s e a ,  o n  p a s s in g  w h ie h ,  t h e  v i l la g e  o f  
M a c u to  is  s e e n ,  p le a s a n t ly  s i t u a t e d ,  w i t l i  t h e  h la c k  
ro c k s  o f  L a  G u a y r a ,  s tu d d e d  w i t h  h a t t e r i e s ,  r i s i n g  
i n  t ie r s  o n e  a b o v e  a n o th e r ,  a n d ,  i n  a  m is ty  d is ta n c e ,  
Cabo Blanco,  a  lo n g  p ro in o u to ry  o f  d a z z l in g  w h i t e -  
n e ss , w i th  i t s  c o rn e a l s u m m its .  C o c o a - t re e s  h o r d e r  t h e  
s lio rc , a n d  g iv e  i t ,  u n d e r  t h a t  b u r n in g  s k y ,  a u  a p p e a r -  
a u e e  o f  f e r t i l i ty .

105

CARACAS.

L a  G u a y r a , t h e  p o r t  o f  C a r a c a s ,  is  a  m e r e  ro a d -  
s te a d ,  u p e n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t ,  a n d  s l ig h t ly  s lu d -  
te re d  to  t h e  w e s t  h y  C a p e  B la n c o .  B u t  f o r  t h i s  c ap e , 
i t  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  p re te n s io n s  w l ia te v e r  to  h e  c a l le d  a  
p o r t ; a n d  a s  i t  is ,  th o s e  p r e te n s io n s  a r e  v e r y  s l ig h t .  
Y e sse ls  a n c h o r  i u  f r o m  s ix  a n d  s e v e n  to  f iv e  a n d  
tw e n lv  a n d  l l i i r t y  f a th o m s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  d is ta n c e  

fro m  s h o re ,  w i t l i  a  b o t lo m  g e n e r a l ly  o f  w l i i te  s a u d .
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T h e  w o rm  i s  v c r y  d e s t r u c t iv e  t o  t h e  b o t to m s  o f  s u c h  
v e ss e ls  a s  a r e  n o t  c u p p c re d . T h e r e  is  a lm o s t  eo n - 
s t a n t l y  a  s w e l l ,  w h ic h  is  s o m e t im e s  so  v io le n t  a s  to  
p r e v e n t  a l l  in te r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  s h o re  fo r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  
t o g e t h e r ; a n d  t h e  l a d in g  is  a t  a l l  t in te s  t a k e n  i n  w i th  
d iff ic u lty . “  I t  i s  a  s in g u la r  s p e c ta c le ,”  s a y s  un  
E n g l i s h  T r a v e l l e r  w i t h  w lio m  w e  s h a l l  n o w  jo í n  c o m ­
p a n y ,  u  w h e n  t h e  a i r  i s  p e r f e c t ly  c a l in ,  to  s c e  u p n n  
t h e  b e a c h  a  c o n t in u e d  l i n e  o f  h ig h  b r e a k c r s ,  w h ic h  
s u c c e e d  e a c h  o t h e r  in c e s s a n t ly ,  a n d  d e sc e rn í w i t h  a  
r o a r i n g  w h ic h  is  h e a r d  f a r  u p  t h e  v a l le y s .  O n  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h i s  s u r f ,  t h e  w h a r f  o f  L a  G u a y r a ,  w h ic h  i s  o f  w o o d , 
a n d  u p w a r d s  o f  ICO f e e t  i n  l e n g t l i ,  s t a n d s  in . n e e d  o f  
e o n t in u a l  r e p a i r . ”  *

T h e  v e r y  s in g u la r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  L a  G u a y r a  is  c o m - 
p a r e d  b y  M .  J H u m b o ld t t o  t h a t  o f  S a n ta  C r u z  i n  
T e n e n f f e .  “  T h e  c h a in  o f  m o u n ta in s  t h a t  s e p a ra te s  
t h e  p o r t  i 'ro m  t h e  l i ig h  v a l le y  o f  C a r a c a s ,  d c sc e n d s  
a lm o s t  d i r e e t ly  i n t o  t h e  s e a ;  a n d  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  th e  
to w n  a r e  b a c k e d  b y  a  w a l l  o f  s te e p  ro c k s .  T h e r e  
s c a rc e ly  r e m a in s  100  o r  1 4 0  to is e s  b r e a d th  o f  f ía t 
g r o u n d  b e tw e e n  t h e  w a l l  a n d  t h e  o c e a n . T h e  to w n  
h a s  G o r  0 ,0 0 0  in h a b í t a n t s ,  a n d  c o n ta in s  o n ly  tw o  
s t r e e t s ,  r u n n i n g  p a r a l le l  to  e a c h  o t h e r  e a s t  a n d  w est.. 
I t  i s  c o m m a n d e d  b y  t h e  h a t t e r y  o f  Cerro Colorado; 
a n d  i t s  fo r t i f ic a t io n s  a lo n g  t h e  s c a - s id e  a r e  w e ll  d is -  
p o s e d  a n d  k e p t  i n  r e p a i r .  T h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  p lace  
h a s  s o in e th in g  s o l i t a r y  a n d  g lo o m y ; w e  s e e m e d  n o t  
t o  b e  o n  a  c o n t in e n t  c o v e re d  w i th  v a s t  fo r e s ts ,  I m t  i n  
a  r o c k y  i s la n d  d e s t i t u t e  o f  m o u h l  a n d  v e g e ta t io n .  
W i t h  t h e  e s c e p t io n  o f  C a p e  B la n c o  a n d  t h e  co co a - 
t r o e s  o f  M a iq u e t ia ,  n o  v ie w  m e e ts  t h e  e y e  b u t  t h a t  o f  
t h e  h o r iz o n ,  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  t h e  a z u r e  v a n l t  o f  h e a v e n .

Semplc's Sketch of Caracas, p. 3/.
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T h e  h e a t  is  s t i f i in g  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  m o s t  f r e -  
q u e n t ly  d n r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e  c l im a te  o f  L a  G u a y r a  
is  j u s t l y  e o n s id e re d  a s  m o r e  a r d e n t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  C u -  
m a n a ,  P u e r to  C a b e llo , a n d  C o ro  ;  b e c a u s e  t h e  se a -  
b re e ze  is  le s s  f e l t ,  a n d  t h e  a i r  is  h e a t e d  b y  t h e  r a d i a n t  
c a lo r ie  « 'h iela  t h e  p e r p e n d ic u la r  r o c k s  e m i t  i r o m  th e  
t im e  t h e  s u n  s e ts .” *

T i ie  to w n  is  i r r e g u l a r i y  a n d  h a d ly  h u i l t ,  t h e  lo w c r  
S tree t i n  a  l i n e  p a r a l l e l  w i t l i  t h e  b e a e h ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  
t h e  o th e r s  s t r e t c h in g  u p  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in ,  a t  
t h e  fo o t  o f  w h ic h  t h e  to w n  is  h u i l t ,  a n d  a lo n g  t h e  
h ig h  b a n k  o f  a  r a v in e  i n  w h ic h  flo w s  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m . 

A f t e r  h e a v y  r a i n s ,  t h i s  b e co m es  fo r  a  s h o r t  t im e  a n  
im p a s s a b le  t o r r e n t ,  a n d  h a s  s o m e t im o s  e v e n  o v e r -  
f io w e d  i t s  lo f ty  b a n k s ,  to  t h e  g r e a t  d a n g e r  o f  th e  lo w e r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  to w n .  T h e  o n ly  p u h lic  b u iL d in g  o f  a n y  
c o n s e q u e n c e  i s  t h e  c u s to m -h o u s e ,  w h ic h  is  l a r g e  a n d  
c o m m o d io u s . T h e  c h u rc h  h a s  n o t h i n g  i n  i t  r e m a r k -  
a b le  ; “  ñ o r  is  t h e r e ,  in d e e d ,”  a d d s  M r .  S e m p le ,  “  in  
t h e  w h o le  p la c e ,  a n  o b je c t  w o r th y  o f  d e t a in in g  t h e  t r a -  
v e l le r  a  s in g le  h o u r . ”  T h i s  g e n t le m a n  v i s i t e d  L a  
G u a y ra  i n  1 8 1 0 . T w o  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  t h e  e a r th q u a k e  
w h ic h  d e s o la te d  C a r a c a s ,  r e d u c e d  L a  G u a y r a  to  J i t t le  
b e t t e r  t h a n  a  h e a p  o f  r u i n s ; a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  
s ta t e m e n t  o f  a  r e c e n t  t r a v e l l e r ,  i t  l ia d  n o t  r e c o v e re d  
so  la te ly  a s  F e b r u a r y  1 8 2 3 , f r o m  t h e  e ffe e ts  o f  t h e  d i r e

* T he four hottest.places on the shores o f  the New W orld are 
eonsidered to he La Guayra, Cum ana, the 1-Iavannah, and Vera 
C ruz; to which, H um boldt says, may he added, Coro, Carthagena, 
Omoa, Cainpeachy, Guayaquil, and Acapulco. T h e  mean o f the 
.whole year is, a t La Guayra nearly 2fl*l°; a t  Cm nana ; a t 
Vera C im  25'4°; a t  tlic Ilavannah 2.rli°; a t  Rio Janeiro 23-óü ; 
a t Santa Cruz in Tenerilfe 21·9°; a t  Cairo 22-4°; a t  D ataria  and 
Madras not above 2ii'J and 273 ; a t  Romo lfvíP (cent, ther.) La 
Ouayra ¡s, therefore, one of tlic hottest places on tile carth .— 
ilr.Mlsor.oT, I’ücí. A’a ir . ro l. iii. p.
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v is i ta c ió n .  I t  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  p r e s e n t í n g  a  m o s t  d is m a l 
a s p e c t ,  a n d  t h e  c o a s t  w a s  c o v e re d  w i th  w rc c k s .  A  
v io le n t  s w e ll  f r o m  t l ie  N .E .  l i a d ,  i n  t l i e  p rc c e d in g  
m o n th ,  c a s t  o n  s l io r e  e v e r y  v e ss e l t l i a t  iv a s  ly in g  
o if  t h e  p o r t ,  e x c e p t  o n e ;  a n d  n o  l 'e w e r  t l i a n  f o u r te e n  
h v ilk s  w e re  th e n  o n  t h e  b e a c h .*  \ e t ,  t h e  co m m e re o  
c a r r ie d  o n  w i t h  L a  G u a y r a  is  c o n s id e ra b le ,  a n d ,  a s  th i s  
W r i t e r  S ta te s ,  is  d a i ly  in c r e a s ín g  b o th  w i th  G r e a t  

U r í t a in  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r ic a .
N o tw í th s t a n d in g  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  c l im a te ,  t h e  y e llo w  

fe v e v , h e r e  c a l le d  calentura amarilla, i s  s t a t e d  to  l ia v e  
b e e n  u n k n o w n  a t  L a  G u a y r a  p r io r  t o  1 / 9 7 ;  a n d  
m a n y  in d iv id u a l s ,  H u m b o ld t  s a y s ,  p r e f e r r e d  th e  a r d e n t  
b u t  u n i f o r m  t e m p e r a tu r e  o f  t h e  p o r t ,  t o  t h e  c o o le r 
b u t  e x t r e m e ly  v a r ia b le  c l im a te  o f  t h e  c a p i ta l .  T h a t  
s n o u rg e  o f  t h e  e q u in o c t ia l  r e g io n s  w a s  c o n f in e d ,  o n  
t h i s  c o a s t ,  t o  P u e r t o  C a b e llo ,  C a r th a g e n a ,  a n d  S a n ta  
M a r t a .  S in c e  1 7 9 7 , h o w e v e r ,  i t  h a s  c o m m it te d  
g r e a t  r a v a g e s  a t  L a  G u a y ra .  H e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  b e a c h  
o f  m a n g ro v e s  ; t h e  so il is  e x t r e m e ly  d r y  a n d  d e s t i t u t e  
o f  v e g e t a t io n ,  a n d  t h e r e  w o u ld  a p p e a r  to  b e  n o th in g  
t o  p ro d u c e  m ia s m a ta .  T h e  s t r e e t s ,  m o re o v e r ,  a r e  
to le r a b ly  c le a n ,  a n d  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p la c e  w o u ld  
s c e in  to  e x e lu d e  t h e  id e a  t h a t  t h e  f e v e r  c a n  b e  s t r i c t ly  
e n d e m ic ,  a s  a t  V e r a  C r u z ;  a l t h o u g h  i t  f in d s  a  l i m i t ,  a s  
i n  M é x ic o ,  a t  La Cumbre a n d  t h e  Cerro de Avila, t h e  
h e i g h t  o f  w h ic h  a  I i t t l e  e x c e e d s  t h a t  o f  E n c e ro .-f-  
I n t e r m i t t e n t ,  p u t r i d ,  a n d  b i l io u s  f e v e r s ,  o f t e n  p r e v a i l  
a t  M a c u to  a n d  C a r a v a l le d a .  T o  th e s e  t h e  n a t iv e s  a r e  
s u b je c t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  y e l lo w  f e v e r  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  
e ffe c t o f  t h e  c l im a te  o n  t h e  c o n s t i tn t io n  o f  s t r a n g e r s ; 
a n d  i t  i s  r e m a r k a b le ,  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  i t  h a s  b e e n  c o n fin e d

* I.cttcrs from  Colombia, p . 2.
\ See Mocl. T rav . México, vol. i. p . 222.
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íilm o s t e n t i r e ly  to  t h e  s e a -p o r ts .  T h i s  lia s  b e c n  ao - 
c o u n te d  fo r  liy  s u p p o s in g  t ln i t  t l i e  p e rs im s  l i r in g  th e  
d is e a s e  w h o  d is c m b a r k  t h e r e ; b u £  h o w  (loes t l i i s  o x -  
p la m  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e ,  t lu i t  w h i te s  a n d  m e s t iz o e s  
c o in in g  f ro m  th e  i n t e r i o r ,  a r e  s t i l i  m o re  l ia b le  to  c o n -  
t r a c t  t l i e  d is o rd e r  t h a n  J S u ro p e a n s  w h o  a v r iv e  b y  sea  ? 
I t s  a p p e a ra n c c  a t  L a  G t ia y r a  c e r t a in ly  s e c m s  t o  f a v o u r  
th e  id e a ,  t h a t  i t  p ro p á g a le s  i t s e l f  b y  c o n ta g ió n ;  a n d  
yet,} I l u m b o ld t  a s s e r t s ,  t h a t  im m e d ia te  c o n ta c t  does 
n o t  a u g m e n t  t l i e  d a n g e r ; a n d  n o  in s ta n c e  h a s  b e e u  
k n o tv u  o f  t h e  f e v e r ’s  b e in g  c o m m u n ic a te d  b y  th e  s ic k ,  
w h e n  re m o v e d  t o  t h e  i n l a n d  c o u n t r y .  T h e  l a t t e r  
c ir c u m s ta n c e ,  k o w e v e r ,  w o u ld  p ro v e  o n ly ,  t h a t ,  l i k e  
t h e  p la g u e ,  t h i s  p e s tU e n t ia l  f e v e r  r e q u i r e s  a  c e r t a in  
t e m p e r a tu r e  o f  t h e  a tm o s p lie r e ,  to  c o m m u n ic a te  th e  
in fe c c ió n . H u m b o ld t  c i t e s  t h e  o p in ió n  o f  M .  B a i l ly ,  
s o tn e  t im e  c h i e f  p l iy s ie ia n  t o  t l i e  c o lo n y  o f  S t .  D o ­
m in g o ,  a s  a c e o v d in g  w i th  l i i s  o w n ,  t h a t  “  t l i e  ty p h u s  
is  v e ry  o f te n ,  h u t  n o t  a lw a y s  c o n ta g io u s .”  W i t h  th i s  
a g re e s  t l i e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  S i r  G i lb e r t  B la n e .  “  I  s a w  
e n o u g h ,”  h e  s a y s ,  “  i n  t h e  h o s p i ta l  a t  B a r b a d o e s ,  a n d  
in  t h e  s liip s  a n d  h o s p i ta l  a t  J a m a ic a ,  to  c o n v in c e  m e  
o f i t s  c o n ta g io u s  n a t u r e  i n  c e r t a in  c i r c u m s t a n t e s ;  a n d  
f ro in  th e  b e s t  c o n s id e r a t io n  I  h a v e  s in c e  b e e n  a b le  to  
g iv e  th i s  s u b je c t ,  I  r e m a in  p e r s u a d e d ,  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  
i t  is  so  a g g ro v a te d  a s  t o  a p p e a r  i n  a n  e p id e m ic  a n d  
p e s tU e n tia l  f o r m ,  i t  i s  tv u ly  c o n ta g io u s .” *  I n s t a n t e s

* «  Seiect Dissertations on several Subjects of Medical Science. 
Uy Sir G ilbert Blane, l ia r t., F .R .S ., &e.” p . 2 0 5 . T h is very intel- 
ligent w riter, uliose extensive expcrlcnce gives w cight to  bis 
tnithority, maltes a veinark o f  great hnportance, b u t rcijuiring U> 
bc verified by fu rthe r observation. “  I t  seems,” ho says, “  lo  be a 
general rule, th a t no eilluvia em analing from  corrupted dead inat- 
ter, oven in a s ta te  o f  tlie  rankest putrefactio» , ever produces a  
fever o f  a  eoutagious nature. I t  is presum able, thereforc, wiicu 
diese exlialations do produce contagious fevors, o r convert a  « ■  

1‘A llT  I . i i
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avo c i te d  b y  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  o f  t h e  f e v e r ’s b o in g c o m m u v ti-  
c a l e d  f ro m  o n e  s h ip  t o  a n o th e r  til sea. T h o  f a c t  ;i¡i- 
p e u r s  to  b e ,  t h n t ,  n n d c r  t h e  ñ a m e s  o f  y e llo w  fe v e r , 
vomito prieto, a n d  calentura amarilla, tw o  d i s t in e t  
d is te m p o rs  h a v e  b c e n  c o n fo u iu le d ,  d iíl’e r i n g  l io th  in  
t h e i r  o r ig i n  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ,  l m t  r e s c m b l in g  e a c h  o th e r  
i n  t h e i r  m o ro  o b v io u s  s y m p to m s  ; t h e  o n e  s t i  ic tiy  
e n d e m ic  a n d  n o n - c o n tn g io u s ,  t h e  o t h e r  e p id e m ie  a n d  
p e s t i l e n tk i l ,  t h e  tv u e  typhus iclerodcs. T h e  y e llo w  
eo louv  o f  t h e  s k i n ,  f o r m s  a  c o n s p íc n o u s  p o í n t  o f
r e s e m b h m c e , is  s a id  to  d i f f e r ,  h o w e v e v , i n  th o  tw o  
d is e a s e s  : i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  h c c o m c s  o f  a  d in g y  o r a n g e ;  
i n  t h e  ío r m o r ,  i t  is  a  b r i g h t  y e llo w . I t  a p p o a r s ,  m o re -  
o v e r ,  t h n t  t í t e r e  a r e  in s ta n e e s  o f  t h e  e n d e m ic  y e llo w  
l e v a r  d e g e n e v a t in g  i n t o  t h e  c o n ta g ió o s ; a n d  l i t i s  t r a n -  
s i t i o n ,  w h íc h  is  s e e n  in  o t h e r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  fem ers , h a s  
c o n t r ib u tc d  s t i l l  in o r e  t o  t h e i r  b c in g  e o n fo u m ie d . 
T l iu s ,  t h e  e n d e m ic  vomito prieto o f  V e r a  C ru z  h a s  
o c c a s io n a l ly  a s s u m e d  a  m o r e  v i r u l e n t  a n d  in fe c lio u s  
c h a r a c t e r ,  w h io h  t h e  n a t iv o s  a h v a y s  t r a c e  to  th e  
a r r i v a l  o f  s h ip p in g .  A t  L a  G u a y r a ,  t h e  y e l lo w  fe v e r  
w o n ld  a p p e a r  t o  h e  not e n d e m ic ;  a n d  i t  s ee m s  to  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  e p id e m ic  w h ic l i  c o m m it te d  s u c l t  ra v a g e s .  
T i i e  A n t h o r  o f  u  L e t t e r s  f r o m  C o lo m b ia  ”  s a y s : 
“  H n m b o ld t  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  y e l lo w  f e v e r  a s  p re v a i l in g  
a t  L a  G u a y r a : i f  i t  w a s  k n o w u  t h e r e  i n  l i i s  t im e ,  i t

m i  fever into one o f a» ínfectious and m alignant character, tlial 
they eonsist, in p a rt a t  least, o f  ihc vitiated ellluvía gencrated hy 
ih e  living hum an  body, consliluting somc fovm o f  the typhous 
m orbilic poison,”—Ibid. p. 2R!>. T h e  yellow fever cunnot be (raced 
fu rthe r back than  the middlo o f the seventeenth century, and it 
appears certain, th a tn o su ch m a lad y liad  previously existed. Ifa ll 
sperilic contagión* lake their origin from  anim als, is it  not very 
probable, as tiic leamed w rlter suggesta, thn t this d leadfu l dis- 
icuiper may have avisen from  c i r e u m x ta n e e s  e o t n w c t a l  x c i th  t h e  i m - 
¡ l O i · l · i ü e u  o r t i - a t t m o i t  o f  t h e  M - U . i i u  s.'iim J'
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h a s  s in c e  d is n p p e a rc d ,  f o r  t h e r e  is, n o  t r a c e  o f  i t  a t  
p re s e n t .  A n  E n g l i s h  p h y s ic i a n  d ire c te d  b i s  in q u ir io s  
p a r t ic u la r ly  tr> t l i i s  p o in t  d u r in g  a  s h o r t  s t a y  a t  L a  
G u a y ra  a n d  C a ra c a s ,  l iu t  c o u ld  n o t  a n y  w lie re  m e e t  
w itl i  o r  h c a r  oí' t h e  y e llo w  f e v e r . ”  T h e  a p p re h e n s io u ,  
th e re fo re ,  e x p re s s e d  b y  t h e  l e a r n e d  T r a v e l le r ,  t l i a t ,  
o w in g  to  t h e  e x t r e m e  e tp ia l i ty  of’ t e m p e r a tu r e  w h ic h  
c l ia ra c te r ise s  t í a s  c l im a te ,  t h e  ty p h u s ,  i f  i t  o n c e  e s ta -  
b lish e d  i t s e l f ,  w o u ld  b e co m e  p e r m a n e n t ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
g ro u n d le s s .  N o  in s ta n c c ,  w e  b e l ie v e ,  e x is t s  o f  a n  
e p id e m ia  d ís te m p e r  d c g e n e r a t in g  i n t o  o n e  o f  a n  e n ­
d em ia  c h a r a c te r .  D u r i n g  t h e  fiv e  m o n t l i s  t h a t  M r .  
S e u ip le  r e m a iu e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  L a  G u a y r a  m ig h t  
v ie , h e  s a y s ,  í n  p o in t  o f  h e a l th in e s s ,  w i t l i  a n y  s e t t l e -  
m e n t  i n  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s ; a l th o u g h  in  t h e  s u m m e r  
m o n tl is ,  h e  iv a s  to ld ,  t h a t  t h e  h e a t  r e l le o te d  f ro m  th e  
lii i ls  r e n d e r s  t h e  p la c e  in to le r a b le  to  E u r o p e a n s .  l i a  
G u a y ra  is  i n  l a t .  10° 3G ' 1 9 "  N . ,  lo n g .  G7° G' 4 ü "  W .

T l ie  r o a d  f ro m  th e  p o r t  to  C a ra c a s ,  re s e m b le s  t h e  
p a ssa g e s  o v e r  t h e  A lp s .  I t  is  i n í i n i t e ly  f in e r ,  H u m -  
b o ld t s a y s ,  t l i a n  t h a t  f r o m  H o n d a  to  B o g o tá ,  o r  f r o m  
G u a y a q u i l  to  Q u i to ,  a n d  is  e v e n  k e p t  i n  b e t t e r  o rd e r  
t h a n  t h e  a n c i e n t  r o a d  f r o m  V e r a  C rn / ,  t o  P e r o t e .  
W i t h  g o o d  m u le s ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  b u t  t h r e e  h o u r s  to  
a sc e n d , a n d  o n ly  tw o  h o u r s  t o  r e t u r n .  W i t l i  lo a d e d  
m id e s  o r  o n  fo o t ,  t h e  j o u r n e y  o c c u p ie s  f r o m  fo u r  to  
f iv e  h o u r s .  T h e  e le v a t io n  o f  C a ra c a s  is  b u t  a  t b i r d  
o f  t h a t  o f  M é x ic o , Q u i to ,  o r  B o g o t á ;  a n d  “  a m o n g  
;dl t h e  c a p i ta ls  o f  S p a n is h  A m e r ic a  iv h ic h  e u jo y  a  coo l 
a n d  d e lic io u s  c l im a te  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  th e  t o r r i d  z o n e ,  
C a ra c a s  s ta n d s  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  c o a s t .”  F o v  t l ie  i i r s t  
m ile ,  t h e  ro a d  c o n t in ú e s  a lo n g  th e  s l io re  to  M a c u ta  
(o r  M a iq u e t i a ) ,  a  n e a t  a n d  p le a s a n t  v i l la g e ,  w lie re  
m o s t o f  t h e  iv e a l th ie r  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  L a  G u a y r a  h a v e  
h o u s e s . l l o r e ,  t h e  m o u n ta in s  r e c e d e  a  l i t t l e  f ro m  th e
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s h o r e ,  l e a v in g  a  s m a ll  o p e n in g ,  S e t te r  a d a p te d ,  M r .  
S e m p le  s a y s ,  íb r  t l io  s i tu a t io n  o f  t h e  p o r t  t h a n  che 
r u d e  s p o t  o n  w h ic h  i t  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t .  T h e  ro a il  th e n  
t u r a s  to  t h e  le le , a n d  a sc e n d s  to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  l ie ig h t  
t h r o u g h  a  d e e p  c la y  o r  r i c h  m o n ld ,  w h ic h ,  i u  r a in y  
w e a th e r ,  w o u ld  b e  im p a s s a b le ,  w e re  n o t  t h e  ro a d  iu  
m a n y  p la c e s  p a v e d .  I u  t h e  s te e p e s t  p a r t s ,  i t  a scends  
b y  ¿ ig -z a g s ,  b u t  i s  s o m e t im e s  so  n a r r o w ,  t h a t  tw o  
lo a d e d  m u le s  caunofc p a s s  e a c h  o th e r ,  a n d  t h e  b n u k s  
a r e  h ig h  a n d  s te e p  011 e a c h  s id o . “  W o  b e t id e  th e  
t r a v e l l e r , ”  s a y s  M r .  S e m p le ,  o f  w h o se  d e sc r ip -  
t i o n  .w e  s h a l l  n o w  a v a l l  o u r s e lv e s ,  u  w h o ,  i n  th e s e  
p a s s e s ,  m e e ts  a  l in o  o f  m u le s  lo a d e d  w i t h  p h u ik s ,  
w h ic h  s t r e t c h  t n m s v e r s e ly  a lm o s t  f r o m  s itie  to  s ido , 
l í e  m u s t  e i t h e r  tu r a ,  t ib o u t h is  h o r s e ’s h e a d ,  o r  pass 
t h e m  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  a i u t i o n ,  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  h a v ii ig  
h i s  r i b s  e n c o u n te r e d  b y  a  lo n g  s u c c e ss io n  o f  ru o g h  
b o a rd s ,  w h ic h ,  a t  e v e r y  s w e rv e  o f  t h e  m u le s ,  scoop 
o u t  lo n g  g ro o v e s  i n  t h e  c la y e y  h a n k s .

“  W e  c o n t in u e  c o i t s ta n t ly  to  a s c e n d . O n  t h e  voad 
w a s  t h e  s to n e  b o d y  o f  t h e  s t a t u e  o f ’a  S a in t  o n  a  m is e r ­
a b le  lo w  s lu d g e , w h ic h  h a d  b e u u  w i th  g r e a t  d iffieu ley  
b r o u g h t  t h u s  f a r ,  w h e n  t h e  p r o je c t  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  
b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  i n  d e s p a i r ,  a s  i t  c o n t in u e d  h e r e  fo r  
sev -era l m o n th s .  T h e  h e a d ,  iv e  w e re  in f o n n e d ,  h a d  
n lre a d y  re a c h e d  C a ra c a s ,  w h e ro  i t  iv a s  im p a t ie n t ly  
w a i t i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  b o d y  to  b e  jo in e d  to  i t ,  a n d  
r c a r e d  o u  l i ig h  a s  a n  o b je c t  o f  v e n e r a t io n  t o  s u r r o u n d -  
i u g  m u l t i t u d e s .  T h e  s to p p a g e  o f  t l i i s  s t a t u e  m a rk e d  
t h e  in c r e a s in g  d iff ic u ltie s  o f  t h e  a s c e n t .  F r o m  c lay , 
t h e  r o a d  c h a n g e s  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  to  r u g g e d  r o c k ,  w h ic h  
a p p e a r s  n o t  m e r e ly  to  h a v e  b e e n  th u s  p u rp o s e ly  le f t ,  
b u t  to  h a v e  b e e n  f o n n e d  i n  ic s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  A t  t h e  
•h e ig h t o f  a b o u t  a  th o u s a n d  f e e t ,  w e  b e g in  to  b re a th o  
a l r e a d y  a  l i g l i t e r  a n d  c o o le r  a i r  i a n d ,  t u r n i n g  b a c k ,
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tü ijo y  th c  v ie w  oí' M a c u ta  a n d  t h c  c o a s t  b o n e a i l i  ouv 
fo e t.  IV e  see  t l ic  w h i te  b r e a k e r s  a lo n g  t h c  s h o re ,  
a n d  h e a r  t h c i r  n o is e ,  w h ic h  n o w  s o u n d s  l i k e  a  lio llo w  
m u r m u r  m n o n g  t h e  w o o d s  w h ic h  b e g in  t o  c ro w n  
th e  s tc c p s . O p p o s i te  to  n s  i s  a  h ig h  a n d  s te e p  b i l í ,  
co v ered  w i th  v e g e t a t io n ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  (loop lio lln w  b e -  
tw o e n  is  d a r k  w i th  t r e e s .  I- Ie te  a n d  th e r e ,  sp o ts  a re  
d e a r e d  a w a y ,  p la n t a t i o n s  a r e  f o r a ic d ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e -  
r ie n c e d  o y e  c a n  d i s t in g n is h  t b e  v a r io n s  lm c s  o f  t b e  
i id d s  o f  coffce, s u g a r ,  o r  n ia iz c .  M re p a ss  a lso , í 'ro iu  
t im e  tu  t im e ,  tw o  o r  t h r e e  m is e r a b le  l i n t s ,  w h e re  th e  
J iiu le tc e rs  a r e  a c c u s to n .e d  to  s to p  a n d  r c f r e s h  t l io n i -  
se lv e s . I n  t b i s  m a n n e r  \ r c  c o n t in u é  t o  a s c e n d , t b e  
m o u n ta in s  s t i l l  r i s i n g  s te e p  b e fo ro  u s ,  t i l l  w o  a r r i c e  a t  
a  d r a w -b r id g e  o v e r a  d c c p  c u t  m a d c  a c ro ss  t b e  n a m n v  
r id g c  n p o n  w h ic h  w c  l ia v e  b e e n  a d v a n d n g .  O n  e a c h  
s id e  a r e  d e e p  v a l lc y s ,  c lo th e d  w i t h  t a i l  t r e e s  a n d  tb i c k  
u n d o n v o o d , t b r o n g b  w b ic l i  t h c r e  is  n o  p a t ín  T l i is  
p o in t  is  d e fe n d e d  b y  tw o  o r  t h r e e  g n u s  a n d  a  í'cw  
s o ld ic rs , a n d  fo rm s  t b e  i i r s t  i n i l i t a r y  o b s ta d o  t o  t b e  
n i a r d i  o f  a n  e n c m y .  I n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e ,  í t  i s  b y  n o  
m e a n s  fo rm id a b le ,  b u t  a  v e r y  l i t t l e  c u re  m ig l i t  r e n d e r  
i t  so . I l a v i n g  p a ss e d  tb i s ,  t b e  s te o p n e s s  in c re a s e s ,  so 
t lu i t  t b e  m o le s ,  a n d  e v e n  t b e  fo o t  t r a v e l l e r ,  c a n  p ro»  
roed  o n ly  b y  C ro ss in g  o b lú ju e ly  fro m  s id e  to  s i d e ;  a n d  
e v en  th n t  is  a t t e n d e d  w i t ) i  d i f l ic u l ty  a f t e r  r a i n  o r  
h o av y  d e w s , o n  a c e o u u t  o f  t b e  s m o o th  r o u n d  s to n e s  
w i th  iv h ic h  t b e  r o a d  i s  p a r e d .  l i n t  t b e  g r e a t  a n d  
e n l iv c n in g  c b a n g e  e x p c r ie n c c d  i n  t b e  s t a t e  o f  t b e  
¡itm o sp b e re , re m o v e s  a l l  d if l ic u lt ie s .  N e v e r  w i tb iu  
tb e  t rò p ic s  b a d  I  b e fo ro  b re a tb e d  so  p u r é  a n d  so  cool 
a n  a iv . I n s t c a d  o f  t b e  s t i í l in g  h e a t  o f  t b e  c o a s t ,  w b e r e  
th e  s l ig h te s t  e x e r t io »  w a s  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  p ro fu s e  p e r .  
s p ira t io n ,  I  w a lk e d  f a s t  f o r  jo y ,  a n d  tb o u g l i t  m y s e l f  
in  E n g la n d .  I t  w a s  fo u r  o ’c louk  in  t b e .  a f te rn o o n
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whcni I left La Guayra, and it was now becomc dark 
wheu I  reachcd La Venta (the inn), a poor house, 
but well known lipón the road as líei'ng about hall", 
way between Caracas and the Port. I t  is situated at 
the height of about 3,600 English ft-et above tlie íevel 
of the sea, at which elevation theheat is never oppres- 
sive. Here, having supped and drunk large draughts 
of delicious coid water, I  repalred to sleep, unmolestcd 
by heat or mosquitoes. Being still warm wíth my 
walk and my supper, I  cared little that the frame on 
which I lay down was unprovided witls a single article 
of covering; but, about midnight, I awoke sbivering 
wíth coid, and astonisbed at a sensatiou so nncxpected. 
A t tliree o’clock, it being a iine moonlight morm'ng, 
we rcsumed our journey, having still a considerable 
distante to ascend, although the worst of the road was 
now past. In an hour, we had passed the lnghest 
point of the road, and proceeded along an uneven 
ridge of two or three miles bcfore bcgiiuiing to descerní 
towards the valley of Caracas. On the sumrait of 
the highest hill above the road is a fort, wliich com­
pletes the militítry defences on the side of La Guayra. 
TJiis fort is visible only from certain points somewhat 
distant, as we wind dose round tlie base of the hill on 
whieh it stands, without seeing any vestiges of it. 
When we had passed the ridge, and wero desccuding 
towards Caracas, the day began to dawn. Nevev had 
I  seen a more interesting prospect. A valley upwards 
of twenty miles in length, enclosed by lofty mountains, 
unfulded itself by degrees to my eyes. A small river 
whlch runs tluough the whole length of it, was 
marked by a line of mist along the bottom of the val- 
ley ; while the largo white clunds whioh here and 
there lingered on the sides of the hills* iicgan to be 
tinged witli the lirst beams of ligbt. Bcneatli my ieet
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was tile tow'ii of Caracas, although onlv its clmrch 
towors «-ero visible, rising above tho liglit mist ín 
ivhich it lay Burieil. Presently the bells bogan to 
chime, and I  Iieard all their changes distiuctly, al- 
thoug-h, following the windings of che road, I luid still 
finir miles to descend, whilst, in a straight line, tlie 
distance did not appear more than one. At tlie i’oot 
of the Lili is a gato, where a guard and oflicers are 
stationed, to examine the permits for mercliandíse, 
and sometimes the passports of stntngers. Withiii 
tliis is au upen space before reaching the town, whicli 
we entered about six o’clock. After jmssing the íirst 
rows of liouses, I was struck with the neatnesx and 
regulaiity of most of the streets, whieh wcre well 
paved, and far superior to any thíng I liad yet seen 
Ín the West Indies. In the principal posada (inn), 
kept by a Genoese, I found every aeeonimodation that 
could be reasonably expected. And indeed, for some 
days, the constant sensatiori of refreshmg coolness in 
the momings and evenings, as well as throughout the 
night, was of itself a hixury wlñcli seemed to have 
ali the cliarms of novelty, and left no room for petty 
complnints.” ”

Santiago de León de Caracas, the aneient capital of 
the captain-generalship, is situated in lat. 10° 5W' 15"
N., long. G7° 4' 45" W., at the elcvation of nearly 
2,ó(í0 foet (-114 toises) above the level of the sea, at

* T!ie aseent begins wítli a  ridge of rock* oxtvcmciy steep, and 
Muliom Uiat beur the ñame of Torre ipiemuthi (bnrnt tower, iudi- 
ealing the sensattou Ihnt i* felt liere in doscending towards i.a 
Guayra), Cuniculi, and S o llo  (the ieaji), a cïevice wiúeli is passed 
oh a draw-biidge. From Cucuculi to  Sallo, tlie aseent is somc- 
what les* labonotts, iiv ing  to th e  windings of the road. Be* 
sides the y-aita Crtnuh:, thorc wcre formcvly severa! small inns 
ídong the road, ivhicli have since becn destroyed. Al nearly lito 
liigliCS! point stood tito Venta d d  Guayavo.
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the en trance of the plahi of Chaceo, which extends 
ahove twenty miles east and west, and vanes from 
four to six or seven in breadtli? it is watered liy the 
river Guayra. The monntains of Iliguerota, in which 
this river lias its origin, separate the valley of Caracas 
from tiiat of A ragua. Tlie valley narrows towards 
the west, where it ís almost entirely.shut in by the 
hills which, on the Southern side; rise in gradations 
one ahove another, while those on the northern side, 
separating the •valley from the coast, form one hold 
and contimied range. The ground on which the 
town is built, slopes regnlarly down to the Guayra, 
which honnds it on the south; the cnstom-house of 
the Pastora being 400 feet, and the Plaza Mayor 
nenrly 200 feet above the bed of the rlver. The de- 
t livity is not so rapid as to prevent carriages from 
going about the town, bnt the inhabitauts make little 
use of them. Three small streams desceuding from 
the mountains, the Anauco, the Catuche, and the 
Caraguata, cross the town from nortli to south : tlieir 
banks are very high, and, with the dry ravines which 
join them, furrow the ground in a manner sornewhat 
resembling the guaicos, or crevices of Pichincha, in 
Quito. Of tlicse three streams, which join the 
Guayra, the Catuche is the most valuable, as the chief 
suppiv of water is deríved from it for the public foun- 
tains and prívate resevvoirs; the richer class, how- 
ever, liavc tiieir water brought from La Valle, a vil- 
lago a league distant towards the south, tlie water of 
which is deemecl very salubrious, because it llows over 
sarsapavílla. Besides its inclination to the south, the 
ground slopes also to the east; and after lieavy rain 
every Street pours a muddy torrent into eítlier the 
Guayra or the Anauco ; hut, in a few minutes, all is 
again dry, and the wliole town is suddenly rendered
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cleaner than conld be effected by the utmost Ialiour, 
>vere it less singularly situated. Tlie cíty ib buiit i¡i 
thtí Spanish fashian; tbe streets, which are in general 
a hundrcd yards wide, Crossing at right angles, divido 
tlie wholc town into square portions called quadras, 
which liere and diere are left to form ojien squares. 
Tlie Plaza Mayor has the catliedral on die east sido, 
the collegc on tile south, and the prison on the wcst; 
but it is disligured by ranges of low sbops, which form 
a sort of inner square. Ilere is held the fruit, vege­
table, and fisli market, where tile banana, tlie pine- 
apple, and the sapadíllo are mingled with the apple, 
the pear, and the potato, the produce of evevy zone 
with the fish peculiar to the tropical seas. Caracas 
contains eight churclics, tliree convents, two nnniie- 
ries, three liospitals, and a theatre that will contain 
from 15 to 11!,00 persons. The pit, in which the 
seats of the men are separated from those nllotted to 
thefemale part of tlie audience, is left uncovered, and 
diere may be seen at once the actors and the stars. 
Nothing, as may be supposcd, can he more coutemp- 
tible than the performances. The eathcdral is heavily 
lmilt and badly planned; it is 250 feet long by 75  
broad, and its walls are 36 feet higli. Four ranges of 
cohnnns, $¡x in cach range, without beauty or pro- 
portion, support the roof; but, to compensate for the 
inelegance of the avchitecture, the hrick steeple cou- 
tained the only pubiic dock in the city. The most 
splcndid cluircli, in point of the richness of its orna­
ments, was that of AUa Gracia, lmilt at the expense 
of the people of colour, as that of La Candelaria was 
liy the Isleños from the Canaries. The eliureh of 
die Dominicans hoasts of a ciuious “  historical pie- 
ture,”  representing the Virgin sucklmg the sainted 
Joundcr of their order, a grey-beaul muuk, to wlioui a
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physician liad prescribed woman’s milk for a violent 
pañi in his breast. Besides tlie two nunneries ol' Con- 
ception and Carmel, tbere is a much more useful in­
sti tution for the education of young females, bekmging 
to the congregation of Las Educandas. The eollege, 
the only publio institutiou for the education of young 
men, was foundecl by the Archbishop Antonio Gen­
iales d’Acuna, so lately as 1778, and was erected into 
a university, by permission of the Pope, in 1702. In 
this university, reading and writing are iirst taught. 
Three Batin professors teach cnough of that langunge 
to enable their scholars to read mass and studv Duns 
Seotus. A professor of medicine lectures on anatomy, 
&c., by aid of a skeleton and some preparations in 
wax. Four professors are oceupied in teaching tlieo- 
logv, and one the canon law. One is cliarged,vitii 
the e.xposition of the Román law, the Castilian laws, 
the code of the Indies, and “  all other laws;” and 
finailv, there is a professor of vocal clnirch music. 
“  The rontine of education,”  says Mr. Semple, “ is 
such as it may be supposed to have been in Spain two 
hundrcd years ago ; a few connnon Latín anthors, 
eateehisms, and the Lives of tfaints, being the chief 
studies. A free mode of thinking is, however, rapidly 
spreading among the yonng men, and may hereafter 
j)rodnce the most important effects.” M. Lavayssc 
explains wliat tnrn this free mode of thinking liad 
taken. “  I am informcd,” he says, “  that the leaders 
of the independent party have introdnced into the 
courses of instruction, the studv of the philosophy of 
Locke and of Condillae, the physics of Bacon and 
Newton, pneumàtics, chemistry, and mathematics, to 
the higli displeasure of certain persons whose luxury 
and corpulence were maintained by the ignorance of 
their eountrymen.” The barracks, which stand above
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the town, are large and commodious, capuhle of liohl- 
ing 2,000 men, and, froin their sitíiation, might com- 
plotely comimuul che town, were they not overlookcd 
by tlie noighbouring heiglus.

Caracas was ti i o residente, under the colonial Sys­
tem, oí' tlie eaptain-general, the intendant, an au­
diencia, au arelibishop and chapler, and a kohj office. 
The archbisliop liad for liis snífragans, the Bishops 
oí Metida and tíuayana: his revenne was about 
(íl),000 dollars, .which, by the sale of indulgencies, 
dispensations, and bulls, was raised to 30,000 more. 
The eaptain-general and all the pubiic oliieers lived 
ín hired liouses, the treasnry and the barrades being 
the only edií'ices tliat helonged to the Government. 
Tlte pojiulation, in 1007, araounted to 47,228 persons, 
of all colours; of whom, according to 31. Depons, 
“ the whites fortned nearly one-fourtli, the slaves a 
tliird, the Indians a twentieth, and the freed persons 
the rest.” 31. Iíumboldt, huwever, States that, of
45,000 persons, which the hest-informed inhabitants 
believed it to contain in 1000, 10,000 vero whites, 
and 27,000 persons of eolonr. The eensus of 1770 
liad ¡nade the number amount to nearly 32,000. Since 
then, it liad continned to increase; and in 1010, the 
city contained, according to 31. Lavaysse, 50,000 
souls; the population of the whole province heing 
490,772.“ Such was ahont the number, when, by the 
groat eartlupiake of the 2Gtli of 3Iarcli, 1012, 12,000 
inhabitants were buried under the ruins of their 
honses; and the political commotions which succeeded 
that catastrophe, liare reduced the number of inha­
bitants to less tluüi 20,000 souls ! 31ore than hall' 
the íown is now in ruins. “  The honses of Caracas,”

1>-
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says a recent Trnveller, “  once so rich 3n the costli- 
ness of tlicir furniture and decorations,® can now 
barely boast of the eommonest articles of convenience; 
and it is with the utmost difficnlty that a table, chaír, 
or bedstcad, can nt present be procured. That pan 
which is nearcst the mountain, presents a continned 
masa of rnins. For the ftdl space of a mile, tlie 
streets are overgrown with weeds, and are entírely 
iniinliabited.” +

“  On approaching the guard-house of the barri ei* to 
pay the toll exacted from travellers, I  ivas struck,” 
says another Writcr, “  with the wrctchedness of its 
appearance, the filth which surrrmnded it, and tho 
sqnalid figures of the soldiery, whose small stature, 
dirty, ragged dothíng, half-políshed mnskets, and 
lack of slioes and stockings, nftbvded the most con- 
vincing proofs of tlie cxhausted and miserable state 
to which intestine war lias reducod this fine coimtry. 
From this barrior, the road lies along a ridge to 
the cntrance of the town, where the iirst objeet that 
attracted my attention, ivas a churcli on ray left, 
which liad been shattered by tbe earthquake. Tito 
walls only of the nave stood erect, although split in 
some places, and partly concealed by the wild vegeta- 
tion, which, in this country, seems over readv to take 
advantage of the desertion of any spot to recover 
it from human usurpation. Tlie central tower liad 
not entírely fallen, but stood deeply rent from tbe 
top, in a leaning position, tbreatening destruction to 
all within its reacli. Many similar seenes of dilapida.

* M. Depons dilates on the beautiful glasses, crimson damask 
cúrtalos, gilded bcdstcads, Oown pillows ¡n muslin cases triinmed 
with lace, rich carpels, brilíiaut lustres, rich and luxnrioi'.s sofas, 
íce. t t c .  fouml in the houses of the principal iiiliabiluuls.

i  LcUei's from Colombia, p.
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tion characterised tliis part of tlie town, rooiless and 
shattered walls, leaning with various dcgreas of 
inclinatiou, being met with at evcry step. A little 
furtlier on, symptonis of renovation appear, in a few 
houses which are buikling; and at length, on reaching 
tlie Southern part, few traces of the calainity are secn, 
tíie houses genorally remaining entire, with merely 
oceasional ilaws in the walls. Tlicse are cliiefly built 
of sun-dried clay, or mud (tapia) heaten down between 
wooden frames. The roofs are of tile, and tlie walls 
white-washed.” *

EA R TH Q U A K E O F 1812.

T h e  pen of M. Humboldt has supplied us with 
a vivid and affectiug dcscription oftlie awful convul­
sión which ovenvhelmed the town, and ehanged, in 
soine places, the surface of the soil. A shock liad 
been felt at Caracas in the montli of December 1811. 
From tluit time, however, the inliabitants vero tindis- 
turbed till, on the 7th and dtli of February, 1812, tlie 
earth was, day and night, in perpetual oscillation. A 
great drouglit prevailed at tliis period tliroughout the 
jirovince. Not a drop of rain liad fallen at Caracas, 
or for ninety leagues round, dnring tile five montlis 
which preceded the destruction of tile capital. The 
20th of March, the fatal day, vas remarkably ho t; 
tlie air was calm, the sky unclouded. “  I t  was Holy 
Tliursday, and a great part of the population was 
assembled in the churehes, Nothing seemed to prc- 
sage tho calamities of the day. At seven minutes 
after four in the afternoon, the íirst shock was felt; it 
was suíHcieutly powcrful to malte the bells of the

'* Cochranc's Colombia, vol. i. p, 15.
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churches toll; it lasted live or xix scconds, during 
which time the ground •n as in a continua] umlulating 
movemeut, and seemed to heave up like a boiling 
líquid. The danger was thought to be past, wheti 
a tremendous subterraneous noise was heard, re- 
senibling the rolling of thunder, lmt louclcr, and of 
hmger continuance ihan that Jieard witliiu the tropics 
in time of stonns. Tliis noise preceded a perpen­
dicular jnotion oi' three or four seconds, ibllowed by 
an undulatory movemeut somewliat louger. The 
shocks were in opposite direetlons, from north to 
South, and í'rom east to west. Nothing conld resist the 
movement from beneath upwartl and the undulations, 
Crossing each other. The tmvn of Caracas was en- 
tirely overthrown. Thousands of the inhabitants 
(between !) and 10,000) were buried under the ruins 
of the houses and churches. The procession had not 
yet set out, but the crowd was so great in the 
churches, that ncarly 3 or 4,000 persons were cruslied 
hy the faU of their vaulted roofs. The explosión was 
stronger toward tlie north, in that part of the town 
sitúate uearest tlie mountain of Avila and the Silia. 
Tlie churches of La Trinidad and Alta Gracia, which 
were more than 150 feet high, and the naves of 
which were supportet! by pillars of tweive or fiftecn feet 
in diameter, left a mass of ruins scarcely exceeding livo 
or six feet in elevation. The sinking of the ruins has 
been so considerable, that there now scarcely mnam 
any vestiges of pillars or colurnus. The Imrracks, 
callad E l Quarlel de San Carlos, sitúate further north 
of tlie church of tho Trlnity, on the road from 
the custom-liouse de la Pastora, almost entirely dis» 
appeared. A regiment of troops of the line, that was 
«ssumblud imtlcr arms, muly to join the processiori, 
was, wilh the cxcepliou of a few men, iniried under
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the ruins of tliis great edifice. Nine-tenths oi' the 
fine town of Caracas were ontirely destroyed. The 
walls of the houses that were not thvown down, as 
those of the Street San Juan, near the Capuchin 
Hospital, were cracked in such a manner, that it was 
impossible to run the risk of inhabiling them. The 
eífects of the earthqnake were somewhat less violent 
in the western and Southern parts of the city, between 
the principal square and the ravine of Caraguata. 
There, tlie cathcdral, supported hy enormons but- 
tresses, remains standing. Kstimating at 0 or 10,000 
the number of the dead in the city of Caracas, we do 
not include those uuhappy persons who, daugerously 
woundeil, perislied several months after for want of 
food and proper care. The night of Holy Thursday 
presented the most distressing scene of desolation 
and sorrow. A thick eloud of clust, which, rising 
abovc the ruins, darkencd the sky like a fog, had 
settled on the ground. No shock was í'elt, and never 
was a night more calm or more serene. Tite moon, 
nearlyiïill,illumined the romuled domes of the Silla, and 
the aspect of the sky formed a perfect contrast to that 
of the earth, covered with the dead, and heaped with 
ruins. Motliers were seen hearing in tlieir arms 
iheir children, wliom they hoped to recali to lií'e. 
Desolate families wandered tlirough the city, sceking 
a brother, a husband, a friend, of wliose fate they 
were ignorant, and whom they helieved to be lost 
in the crowd. The people pressed along the streets, 
which could no more he recognised but by long lines of 
ruins. All the ealamities expericnced in the great 
catastrophes of Lisbon, Messina, Xfima, and Hio- 
hamba, were renewed on the fatal day of the 2(íth 
of March, lí>12. The wounded, huried under the 
ruins, implored, hy thcir cries, the help of the passers-
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by, and nearly two thousand were dug out. Nover 
was pitv displaved in a  more alfecting manner; nover 
had it Leen sean more ingeniously active, than iu tlie 
efforts einployecl to save the miserable victims whose 
groans reaclied the eur. Implements for digging and 
elearing away the ruins were entirely wanting; ¡uicl 
tlie people were obliged to use theír bare hands to 
disinter tlie living. The wounded, as well as the 
sick who had escaped from the hospitals, were laid ou 
the banks of the small river Guayru. They found no 
«heltcr but the folinge of trecs. Beds, liuen to drcss 
thc-wounds, instruments of surgery, medicines, and 
objeets of the most urgent nccessity, were buried 
under the ruins. Every thing, even food, was 
wanting during the first days. Water become alikc 
«caree in the interior of the city. The commotion 
had m it the pipes of tbe fountains; the falling in 
of the earth had choked up the springs that supplied 
them ; and it became necessary, in order to have 
water, to go down to the River Guayra, which was 
considerably swelled ; and then vessels to convey the 
water were wanting. There remained a duty to be 
fulfilled toward the dead, enjoined at once by piety 
and the dread of infeotion. I t  being impossible to 
ínter so many thousand corpses, half-buried under the 
ruins, commissaries were appoiuted to burn the bodies; 
and, for this puvpose, funeral piles were erectcd 
betwecn the heaps of ruins. This ceremony lasied 
severa! days. Amid so many puhlic calamities, tlie 
people devoted tliemselvcs to tliose religions dnties 
which they thought were the most fitted to appease the 
wratli oí Heavcn. Some, assembling in processions, 
sung funeral hymns ; others, in a state of distracción, 
confosscd themselves aloud in tlie streets. In this 
town was now repeuted what hud beca mrs.trked iu the
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províiiGO of Quito, after tlie tremendous earthqnake 
of 1797; a number of marriages vere contritotod 
betveen persous vho liad neglccted for many years to 
sanction their unión by the sacerdotal benediction. 
Children found parents by vhom they luid never till 
tlien been acknowledged ; restitutions vere promised 
by persons vho had never been accused of fraud ; and 
J'amilles vho liad long been enemies, vere drawn 
logetlier by tbe tie of common calamity. If tliis 
Jueling seemed to caira the passions of somc, and open 
the Iieart to pity, it liad a contravy effect on otliers,- 
rendering tliem more rigid and inhuman. In grcat 
calaraíties, vulgar minds preserve still less goodness 
than strength. Misfortune acts in the same manner 
as the pursuits of literature and the study of nature; 
their happy influence is fclt only hy a fe\v, giving more 
ardour to sentiment, more elevation to the tlioughts 
and more benevolence to tho disposition.

“  Shocks as violent as tiloso which, in the space of 
One minute,* overtlireiv the city of Caracas, could not 
be confined to a small portion of tlie continent. Their 
fatal effeuts extended as far as the provinces of Vene­
zuela, Varinas, and Maracaybo, along tlie coast; and 
still more to the inland mountains. La Guayni, 
Mayquctia, Antimano, Haruta, La Vega, San Felipe, 
and Merida, vere alraost entirely destroyed. The 
number of the dead exceeded 4. or ñ,000 at La Guayni, 
and at the tovn of San Felipe, near the coppcr-mines 
of Aroa. I t appears tliat it vas on a Une ruuning 
IC.N.K. and W’.S.W., from La Guayra and Caracas 
to the lüíiy mountains of Niquitao and Merida, that

* “ The (UiKilion of tlic eanii<|uaku, ihat is lo sav, the whole of 
Ihe movements o f  inidubition and rising («arfiftocrrwi y  trciiú tiicion) 
which occasioncil the horrible catastvophe of the 2(ith of March, 
1012, was estimated by somc ct 50", by otlicrs at 1' 12","
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the violence of the earthquake was principnlly direeted. 
It was felt in the kingdom of New Grenada from 
the branches of the high Sierra de Santa Marta,* 
as far as Santa Fé de Bogotá and Honda, on the 
banks of the Magdalena, 1ÍJ0 leagues from Caracas. 
I t  was every wliere more violent in the cordilleras of 
gueiss and mica-slate, or immediately at their foot, 
tlian in the plains; and this diiferencc was par- 
ticnlarly striking in the savannas of Varinas and 
Casanara. (This is easily explained, according to the 
system of those geologists who admit, tbat ali the 
chains of mountains, volcànic and not volcànic, have 
been formed by being raised up, as if through crc- 
vices.) In the valleys of Aragna, situated hetween 
Caracas and the town of San Felipe, the eommotions 
were very weak; and La Victoria, Maracay, and 
Valencia, scarcely suffered at ali, notwithstanding 
their proximity to the capital. At Valecillo, a few 
lengues from Valencia, the earth opening, threw out 
such an immense quantity of water, that it formed a 
new torrent. The same phenomenon took place 
near Puerto Cabello.-)- On the other hand, the lake of 
Maracaybo diminished sensibly. At Coro, no commo- 
tion was felt, though the town is sitúate upon tlie 
coast, hetween other towns whicli suffered from the 
earthquake. Fishermen wlio had passed the day 
of the 2(ith of March in the island of Orchila, tliirty 
ieagues north-east of La Guayra, felt no shock. Thaso 
dilferences in the direetion and propagatiou of the 
shock, are prohably owing to the peculiar arrange-

-> “  As far as Villa da Los Remedios, and oven to Carthagcna."
t  “  I t  is asserted, tha t in the m ountains o f Aroa, the ground, 

immcdiaLcly afler the great shocks, was found coveved with a  very 
fine aml w hile earl.il, which appeared to h u ic  been projecte;! 
through crevices."
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mont of the slony strata. Those commotions were 
very violent beyond Caurimaro, in the valley of 
Capnya, where they extended as iar as the mcridian 
of Cape Codera; but it is extremely remarkable, 
ciiat they were very feehle on the coasts of Barcelona, 
Cumana, and Paria, though tliese coasts have for- 
merly been oí'ten agitutcd by subterraneous comino, 
tions.

“  Fiftcen or eigliteen hours after the great catas» 
trophe, the ground remaitied tranquil. The uight, 
as wc have already observed, was fine and calm ; and 
the commotions did not recommence til! after the 
27th. They were then attended with a vcry loud 
;md long-contimied' subterranean noise {bramido). 
The iiihabitants of Caracas waudered hito tlie country; 
Imt the villages and fanns liaving suffered as mucli as 
the town, tliey could find no shelter till they were 
beyond the mountains of Los Teques, in the vallevs 
of Aragua, and iu the llanos or savannas. No less 
tliíin fiftcen oscillatíons were often felt in one day. 
On the üth of April, tliere was nlmost as violent 
an earthquake as tliut which overtbvew the capital. 
Dm-hig several hours, the ground was in a state of per. 
petual undulation. Large masses of earth fell in the 
mountains ; and enomious rocks wcre detached from 
the Silla of Caracas. It was oven asserted, and tliis 
opinión prevails still in the country, tliut the two 
domes of the Silla sunk lifty or sixty toíses; but tliis 
assertion is founded on no measuvement whatever. I  
am iuformed, that in the province of Quito, also, tho 
people, at every period of great commotions, imagine 
that the volcano of Tunguragua is diminished in 
lieight.

“  Whilo violent commotions were felt at the same 
time in the valley of the Mississippi, in the islaiul

1¿7
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of St. Vincent, and in tlie province of Venezuela, the- 
inhabitants of Caracas, of Calabozo, sitúate in tbe 
inidst of tlie steppes, and on the bonlers of the Rio 
Apura, in a space of 4,000 square leagues, were terri- 
lied, on the ,‘lOth of April, 1812, by a subterraneons 
noise, which resembled freqüent discharges of the 
largest camión. Tliis noise bogan at two in the 
morning. It was aecompanied by no shock, and, 
which is very remarkablc, it was as lond on the coast 
as at eighty leagues’ distance inland. It was every 
wliere helieved to lie transmittet! through the a ir ; 
and was so far from being tliought a siditerraneons 
noise, that at Caracas, aswell as at Calabozo, prepara- 
tions were made to pnt the place into a state of 
defence against an enemv, who seemed to he advancing 
with heavy artillery. Mr. Palacio, Crossing the Rio 
Apura below the Orivante, near the jnnction of the 
Rio Nula, was told hy the inhabitants, that tho 
"• jiring of camión' liad lieen lieard as distinctly at the 
western extremity of the province of Varinas, as at 
the port of La Guayra to the north of the chain of the 
coast.

“ The day on which the inhabitants of Terra Firma 
were alarmad by tliis subterraneons noise, was that on 
which happened the great eruption of the volcano 
in the islaud of St. Vincent. Tliis mountain, near 
500 toises higli, liad not thrown out any lava slnce 
the year 1718. Scarcely was any smoke perceived to 
issue from its top, when, in the month of May 1811, 
freqüent shocks annouuced that the volcauic tire was 
either rekindled or directed anew toward that part of 
the West Indies. The first erniition did not take 
place till the 2/tli of April, 1812, at noon. It was' 
only ati ejection of ashes, but attendéd with a tre- 
mendous noise. On the 30th, the lava passed the



COLOMBIA. 1 2 9

íjrink of the crater, and, affcer a cotirse of fnur hours,
reaehed the sea. The nuise of the explosión ‘ resembUnl 
ihut of alternate diseharges of very largo camión and 
of musketry ; and, whioh ís well ivorthy of ranark, it 
seemed niuch louder at sea, at a great (listante from 
the island, than in sight of latid, and neav the burning 
volcano.*

u The distance in a straight line from the volcano 
of St. Vincent to the Rio Apura, near the mouth 
of the Nula, is 210 leag-ues.* The explosions ivere 
conscquontly lieard at a distance equal to that betiveen 
Vesuvius and Paris. This plienomenon, comiected 
ivith a great number of facts observed in the Cor­
dilleras of the Andes, sheivs hoiv mucli more ex­
tensive the suhterrauean sphere of actívity of a vol­
cano is, than ive are disposed to adinit from the small 
changos effected at the surface of the globe. The 
detonations lieard during ivliole days together in tlie 
New World, {JO, 100, or even 200 leagues distant 
from a crater, do not reach us by the propagation 
of the sound throngh the a ir ; they are trausmitted to 
us by the ground.” -j*

From the beginning of 1811 to 1813, the vasfc area 
lying between. tlie parallels of 5o and 30° N., and the 

.meridians of 29° and 80° W., was shaken by alniost 
simultanuous commotions, the efFect of subterraneau 
iires.. Ou the 30th of January, a sub-ntarino volcano 
appeared near. the island of St. Michael, one of the 
Azores, ivlxere the sea was sixty fathoms deep. This 
new islct ivas at íirst nothing more than a slioal. On

* IVherc the contrnry ¡snot cxpresslv statcd, nautical Icagues of
tiventy to a  degree, or 2,!t3.> toises, are always to be undei'slood.

t  HumbolUt, Pers. N arr. vol. iv, pp. 12—27.
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thc lúth of January, an eruption, which lasted six 
<lays, cnliirged its extent, and elcvated ¡t to tlie lieight 
of fifty fathoms above the sea. This new land, of 
which formal possession was taken in the ñame of the 
Britisli Government, was 900 toises in diameter. It 
received the ñame of Sabrina Island,—a ñame not 
less ominons than appropriate: Sabrina has again 
descended “  to Amphitrite’s bower,”—the island lias 
heen again swallowed np hy the ocean.* “ When \ve 
considor geoJogically,” remarles M. Hnmholdt, “  the 
basin of the Caríbbean Sea and of the Gnlf of México, 
've find it houuded, on the south, hy the littoral chaiji 
of Venezuela and thc Cordilleras of Merida and Pam­
plona; on the east, by the monntaíns of the West 
India Islands and the Alleghany rango’; on the west, 
by the Mexican Andes and the Stony Mountains; 
and on the north, by the very inconsidevable elevations 
which separate the Canadian lakes from the rivers 
that flow into the Mississippi. More tiian two-tlrirds 
of this basin are covered with water. I t  is bordered 
by two ranges of active volcanoes : to the east, in thc 
Caribbee Islands, between the parallels of 13° and 10°: 
to the west, in the Cordilleras of Nicaragua, Guati- 
niala, and México, between those of 11° and 20°. 
When we reflect, that the great earthquake of Lisbon, 
of the Ist of November, 1755, was felt almost at 
the same moment on the coasts of Swedcn, at Lake 
Ontario, and at Marthrique, it wsll not appear too 
daving a supposition, that all this basin of the West 
Lidies, from Cumana and Caracas to the plains of

* Hnmboldt, vol. iv. p. J ,  This wns tile third time tlint siili- 
mariue volcanoes liad presentad this extraordinary spectaclc; and 
ihc small cphemcral island of 1720, reachcd tlic saíne dcvnlion as 
ihat ot'HIll.
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Louisiana, may be siniultaneonsly agitatcd by coi».
niotions proceeding froin the same centre of action.” 

Tlie moral, or, ratlier, political effects of the earth- 
qualce oí’ 1812, were scamdy less disastrous than the 
actual dcstruction of lifc which it occasioned. The 
pvovinces of Venezuela liad, on the llth  of July, 
1811, liy a public declaration of independence, thrown 
<>lf the y ohe of Spain. On the 23d of December, tlie 
new constitntion liad Leen agreed to by the eongress, 
and its first session was to have been lield at Valen­
cia in March 1812. The cause wore at this period 
every appearance of prospcrity. At the vcry moment 
of the eanlnpiake, a battalion of troops undor Colonei 
Xttlon, stationed at Barqucsimeto, wore preparing to 
marca in order to attaok the royalists of Coro, tvhen 
the barracks were thrown down, and a great pan of 
the soldiers were buried under the ruáis, their com- 
mander being severely wonndeA. The clergy of Ca- 
racas, who liad been shorn of some of tlicir privileges 
by tlie new constitutio», immediately prodaimed tliat 
tlie earthquake was an evidence of the wrath of the 
Alniighty.* A universal panic seized the minds of 
tile people, and, unable to withstand the tide of public 
opinión which now set in against them, the eongress 
ndjourned their sessions. Miranda, on whom tho 
supreme command of the army liad devolved, found 
Jmnself obligcd to capitulate,—on honourable terms, 
indeed, but which were most ntrociously violated by

* Two hundred and seventy-nine years before (A.D. 1533), tile 
suddon overflowing o f the Cotopaxl liad struck terror loto the 
Indians a t the period of the arríval of tire Spaniards, and the con- 
(¡iiest of Quito ivas facilitatcd by tiro convulsión of nature. A 
panic terror, exultcd by the formal excommunicatio» of the insur­
gents, is also believod to have pnralysed the operations of Hidalgo 
in the first revolutionary movements in  México.—Scc Moo. T r a v . 
.We/iVr», vo!. i. p. lo.».
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the royalists. Cumana and Barcelona submitted in 
cons(ii|ucnce to the authority of che infamous Monte- 
verde, and the oíd governmont " a s  without diíliculty 
complete! y re  - cstablished throughout Venezuela; 
Evory gaol wns ñlled with the patriots, and tlu* 
horrible atroeitics aeted ín  Caracas, w ith the avowed 
olijeet of iutim idatíng the  insurgents throughout the 
Spanish colonics, led to th at rc-action which Jias hap- 
pily issued ín the establishraent of the national indc- 
pendcnce.*

S T A T E  O F S O C IE T Y  IN  CARACAS.

TTe have naturally bccn led to anticípate in soma 
(logree the history of that sangninary struggle whieh 
has given liberty to Colombia; but we inust ntnv rc- 
vert to the state and aspect of Caracas at the period 
of Barón Humboldt’s travels in the equinoctial re­
gions. He passed two months in tliis capital. Dc- 
scribing the manners of tlie inhabitants, he romarks, 
that in no part of Spanish America liad civillsatiou 
assumed a moro European pliysiognomy than in Ve­
nezuela and Cuba. “  The great number of ludían 
culcívators in México and New Granada, have im-

* "  After the recital of so many calainities,” says M. Ilumbohlt, 
in conduding the mel.mcholy detail of the effeets of the eartii- 
<¡uake, “  it  is soothing to repose the hnnginntion on consolatory 
rcmembratices. IV'hen the.great catastrophc of Caracas was knnwn 
in the United States, the congress, assembled at Washington, 
unanhnously agreed, tliat Ave ships luden with liour shonld be 
sent to the coast of Venezuela, tobe distributed arnong the poorest 
inhabitanti. So generous a supply was receiveil with the warmest 
gm titnde; and this solemn act of a freo people, this inark ofa 
national interest, o f which the increasing civilisation o f our (>!<l 
Europe displays but fcw receut exainples, seemcil to he u valiuiblc 
pledgc of the mutual bcncvolcncc that ouglit fot cvcr to unitc the 
nation-; of bolh Ameritas. ”
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pressed on thnse cmmtrics a peculiar, I might almost 
s¡ty oxotic, character. Jíotwithstandmg the im-rease 
oí' tlie hlack popuiation, \vc seem to he nearer Catira 
and thc United States at Caracas ;md the Havaunah, 
than in any other pan of the Ntnv World. Caracas 
heing situated ou thc continent, and its popuiation 
heing Iess mutable than that of thc islands, tito na- 
titmal manners have heen better preserved than at the 
Ilavannah. Society does not present very animaied 
and varied pleasures; Imt that feeling of comi'yrt is 
experienced in domestíe life, which leads to unifonn 
cheeríulness and coniiality, United to politeness of 
manner?.

“  There exists,”  he tulds, « at Caracas, as in every 
jilace wliero a grcat chango in the ideas of inen is pro- 
paring, two races, wc might say two distinet gencra- 
tions. One, of which but a small munber reinains, 
presónos a strong attachment to ancient custmns, 
simplici ty of manners, and moderation in their de- 
sires. America appears to thcm a property conquered 
by their ancostors. Abhorring wliat ¡s caJled the 
enlighlened state of the age,* they carefnlly preservo 
hereilitary prejudices as a part of their patrimony. 
The otlier elass, less occupíetl with the present than 
with the future, have a propensi ty, of'ten ill-judgcd, 
lor new liabits and ideas. When this tendeney is 
allied to the lovc of solid instructio», restrained and 
guided b.y a strong and enlightened reason, its e/feets 
become bcncluuul to society. I  knew at Caracas, 
among the second elass, several men equally dis-

* W hen, in Ju n e  101(5, th e  Spanfch general M orillo enterca 
Bogotá, overy person, of cithcr sex, iriprtMu w  writhti',
was treated as a rebel. Six hundved Creóles wcre hanged o r shot, 
nwny ofvvltom Jtad nevov borne arm s, b u t wero guilty o f  science 
<>r lileviiture— Seo R m u x so x ’s  vol. ti. p. 22¡1

PART 1. 1
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tingnished by their taste for study, tbe mildncss of 
tlieir mauners, and tbe «levation of theír sentiments.* 
I liave also known men wjio, disdaining ali that is 
excellent in thc character, the literatura, and the 
arts of thc Spaniards, have lost their national indivi- 
duality, without having acquireri from their con­
nexions with foreigners, any just ideas of the real bases 
of happiness and social ordcr.

“ I íbund in several families at Caracas, a taste for 
instriiction, a lcnowledge of the master-pieces of French 
and ltalian literature, and a particular predilection 
for music, which is cultivated with success, and which, 
as it always happcns in thc pursuit of thc line arts, 
serves to bring the different classes of society nearer 
to each other. The mathematical Sciences, drnwing, 
painting, caunot here boast of any of those establish- 
ments with which roval immificence, and the pa­
triòtic zeal of the inliabitants, liave enriched México. 
In  the midst of the marvels of nature, so rich in pro- 
ductions, no person on this coast was devoted to tlie 
study of plants and minerals. In a convent of St. 
Francis alone I  met with a respectable old gentlcinan,+ 
who calculated the nlmanack for all the provinces of 
Venezuela, and who possessed some precise ideas on 
the state of modern astronomy. Our instruments in- 
terested him deeply; and one day, our hnuse was filled 
with all the monks of St. Francis, begging to see a 
dipping-needlc. The curiosity that dwells on physical

* “  I t  appeared to  me, tliat a  strong tcndency toward tlie study 
of the Sciences prcvaücd a t México and Bogotá; moro taste for 
literature and whatever can chann an ardent and lively imagina- 
tiou, at Quito and Lim a; moro accurate notions of the political 
rclations of countries, and move cnlarged vicws on tlie statu of 
coloniesand their motlier countries, at thc Havannah and Caracas.”

|  Fallicr Puerto.
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phenomena is augmented iu comunes niulerniinod by 
volcànic fires, and in a climate where nature ¡s aC 
once so overwhelmmg and so mysteriously agitated.

“  When we remember that, in the United States 
of North America, newspapers are published in small 
tennis wíth not more tlian 3,000 inhabitants, we inay 
be surpvised to learn, tliat Caracas, with a populatiou 
of -10 or 50,000 sonls, possessed no printing-ofliee beibre 
¡JiOfi; for we cannot give this ñame to tlie presses 
wliich served only from year to year lo print a few pages 
oi' an almanack, or tbe pastoral letter of a bishop. Tlio 
number of those who feel tbe waut of reading, is not 
very considerable, oven in the Spanish colonies niost 
advanced in civilisatiim; but it wouhl be unjust to 
attribute to tlie colonista wliat «as the eifect of a 
jealous policy. A Frenchinan, M. Delpeclie, allied 
to one of the most respectable famílies® in the couu- 
try, lias the merit of liaving (irst establislied a printing. 
oftice at Caracas. It appoars snilidcntlyextniordinary 
in modern times, to see an establishmeut of this kind, 
¡ilfordiiig the greatest means of conuuunication be- 
tween men, follow, and not precede, a political revo- 
lniion.

“ In a country that presents such enchanting views, 
and at a period wlien, notwithstamliug some symptoms 
of popular commotions, the greater part of the inhahit- 
ants secin only to dircct their thouglits toward phy- 
sical objects, the fértilUy of tlic year, the loug drouglit, 
or the condiet of tho two winds of Petare and Catia, 
1 believed that I  slumld lind mauy persous well ac- 
ipiainted with the lofty surrounding mountains. My 
expectations, howevcr, were not realiscd; wc couhl 
not discovcr at Caracas a single person who had visited

t '• The famity ot’ MimtiUtii."
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the snmmit of thc Silla. The Imnters do not climb so 
high on thc ridges of moimtains; and no joumcys ave 
undcrtaken in these countries to gathcr alpine planta, 
to carry a barometer to an elevated spot, or to exa­
mine the natuve of rocks. Accustomcd to a unifórm 
and domèstic life, tliey dvead fatigue and sudden 
changos of climate. It would secm as if they livo not 
to cnjoy lile, but only to prolong its duration.”

The inhabitants of Caracas generally, are pro- 
nouncedby Mr. Somplc superior i» guickness of per- 
ception, activity, and intelligenco, to the inhabitants 
of most of the other towns in the province. But, he 
ítdds, the great want of a solid education, and tlte 
blind subjection to an ignorant priesthoocl, render all 
these natural advantages of small avail. That high 
Spanisli sense of honour wliicli reigns in some breasts, 
is, in too rnany others, supplanted by a mere blusteriiig 
appearance, wliich ends only in falsehood and deceit. 
Even this hollowness is not always fcovered by mild 
manners or a plausible exterior ; and high examples 
may be sccu of great rudeness joined to great insín- 
cerity.” The womon, this Trayellcr describes as, 
apon the vliole, handsome, sprightly, and plcusing. 
“ They are unifonnly kind and alfaide in their inan- 
ners; and whatever faults an Englisliman may fre- 
quently ohsen'e in their domèstic conduct, these are 
not more than may be traced in the manners of Ohl 
Spain. In them, thc Spanish character nppears, per- 
Imps, with less alteration than among the mea.” 
M. Depons paints them in still more vivid colcmrs, 
styling them mild, tender, and seductivo; with jet- 
black hair, alabaster skins, eyes large, and finely 
shaped, and carnation lipis ; they are gencrally below 
the middle síze. “  Their attire,”  lie says, “  is rather 
elegant. They feela kind of vanity on being takcn
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for French, but, whatever resemblance thcre may be 
in the dress, tlicre is too iittle in the gait, the step, 
and too Iittle gnice, to permit the illusion to subsist.” 
Tlieir education is limited to learning a number of 
prayers, reading badly, spelling worse, and playing by 
rote a feiv tunes on the guitar and piano-forte. Their 
principal morning occupation is going to mass, and a 
great portion of the rcst of the day tliey pass at their 
Windows. “  In spite, however, of tlieir defective 
education,” adds the French Traveller, “ the women 
of Caracas know hoiv to unite social manners with 
decent behaviour, and the art of cocpaetry witli the 
niodesty of their sex.” In this city, as in most otliers, 
there is a degraded and ahundoned class. “ More 
than 200 unfortunates pass the day, covered with 
nigs, in the recessos of ruins, and never go out but at 
night, to draw from vice the gross subsistence of the 
morrow. Their dress is a white petticoat and veil,” 
(the dress of slaves, all respectable fanales wearing 
black,) “ witli a pastehoard liat covered with silk, to 
which is attaclied a tuft of tinsel and artificia! 
Ilowcrs.”

“ The class of domèstic slaves in Caracas,” says 
M. Depons, “ is considerable. A man thinks himseif 
rich only iu proportion to the number of slaves in his 
Imuse. It is uccessary that he should have about liim 
four times as many servants as tlieir work requires; 
wi tliout which a littleness is manifested, that announces 
a poverty which ali hide as weli as tliey can. A white 
woman of moderate fortuno goes to mass 011 church 
days with two femalc negroes or mulattoes in lier 
suite, thongh she does not possess iu olher property 
an equivalent capital. Tliose who are nolorioiisly 
rich are followed by four or live servant women, and 
lliere remain as many more for eacli white of the same 

i 2
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Iioiisc who goes to another church. There are families
in Caracas with twelvo and ííftcen femalc servants, 
exclusive of tlie footmen in the Service of the meu. 
The most effcctual mode of lessening the injury M'hich 
diis speeies of luxury does to the labourers of the 
country, would be to impose on each superñuous 
domèstic n tax heavy enough to reduce the nuínher. 
If  vanity should prefer to pay rather than to give up, 
the product employed in snme públic establishment 
would compensate society lor the loss of tlieir 
labour.

“  It is probable, that tlicre is not in the whole 
West índies, a city wliere tlicre are so many freed 
persons, or descomíante írom them, in proportion to 
the other classes, as in Caracas.

“  They there oxercise all thosc handicrafts that the 
whites despise. Every one who is a carpcnter, joiner, 
cabinet-maker, masón, hlacksmith, locksmith, tuilor, 
shoemaker, goldsmith, &c., is, or was, a freedman. 
They excel in none of these trades, beoausc, learning 
them mechanically, they constantly olfcnd against 
their principies. Besides, indolenco, which is in their 
nature, extingui.shes in them that emulation to-which 
the arts oive all their progress. Yet, the carpenter’s and 
mason’s work is tolcrablyregular; but cabinet-making 
is still in its infaney. All tltese artisans, depressed 
by an indifference that seems more peculiar to their 
raco, but generally attaches to the soil they ínhabit and 
the natiou with which they are associated, work but 
very little; and wbat appears in some degree contra­
dictor)’, is, that they work rmich eheaper than Euro- 
pean artiftcers. They exist but by means of tlie 
grcatest sobriety, and in the midst of all sorts of 
privations. Tn general, overloadcd with children, 
they live hcaped together in miserable shells, wherc

138
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they liave for tlieír whole bed nothing bttt an ox-hide, 
and for sustenance only tlie provisions of the country. 
The exceptíons are very rare.

“ In this state of poverty, no kind of work can 
be required but they íiistantly demand an advance. 
The smith never has either iron or coal. The car. 
punter never has wood—even for a table. They imist 
have mcrney to buy some. All have ahvays tlie wauts 
of a faiuily,'wlncli he who orders tlieír work must 
satisfy. Thus yon begin by tying yourself to the 
workman you employ, and making yourself dependent 
upon hira. I t  is no longer possible to threaten his 
sloth with applying to anotlier, with whom, besidex, 
tile very same inconvenience would take place. The 
only resource, then, is that of pressing and superin, 
tending the work; and, in spite of all these attentions, 
there are ahvays indispositions, journeys, festivals, 
which exhaust the patience of the most phleg. 
matic. One Is then very hadly, or, assuredly, very 
slowly served.

u It is easy to perceíve that this torpor in the 
trades-people arises only from their aversión to lahonr. 
In trutli, the major part never recollect that they liave 
a trade, til! they are pressed by hunggr. The reign- 
iug passion of tliis class of men is, to pass their lives in 
religions exercisus. They finan exclusively corps of 
the various fratemitíes. There are few clmrchcs 
which liave not one or more, all composed of free 
people of colour. Each has its uniform, which differs 
from the others only in colour. I t  is a kind of robe, 
dosed like the habit of a monk, the colour of which 
varies according to the brotherhood it belongs to. Some 
are of bine, some ved, or blaek, &<:. The fraternities 
assist at processions and burials. The members march 
ni order, preceded by their baimer. They gara by
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tliis nothiiig but the pleasure of beíng seen in a hubit 
they believo commanding. They havc onc, however, 
on which they lavish peculiar carc ; it is that of Alta 
Gracia. Every free man of colonr makes a sort of osten- 
tations display of tiris dress, and of the neatness and 
riches of the church of the same namç. All the 
bearers of rosarles, vho tvaverse the streccs from 
night-fall till aí'tev nine o’dock, are composed solely 
of freed persons. There is no exemple of any of these 
persons having thought of cultivating the eartli.”

The festivals of the Romish calendar are so multi- 
plied at Caracas, that there are very few days in the 
year in whicli some saint or Virgin does not chiím 
a turn in the devotional celebrations of the natives. 
“  The most brilliant acts of these festivals arc the 
prueessions, which always take place in the aftemoon. 
The saint, as largo as life, is richly dressod. He is 
earried on a table very haiulsomely «lecoratcd, and 
folloved, or preceded, by some other saint of the same 
church less sumptuously adorned. A number of 
ilags and crosses open the proeession. The meu valle 
two abreasfc. Each of the principal persons has in 
his hand a wax taper; then come the musio, the 
flergy, the civil authorities, and, lastly, the women, 
surroiinded with n barrior of bayouets. The train is 
always very numerous. The franies of ull the Win­
dows in the streets through which the proeession 
moves, arc ornamented witli hangings Hoating in the 
air, which give to the whole quarter an air of festi- 
vity that exhilarates. The Windows themselves are 
adorned with women, who crowd to thein lrom all 
parts of the city to enjoy this exhibition.” Eiro- 
works, concerts, and dances, conclude, as elsowhonj, 
these jiious solenmities. In lact, in delailing the 
•custonis and superstilioiss of the Spanisli Americans,
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travellcrs contiimally full into the error of dcscribing 
as peculiarities what are comuion to both lietnisphcres, 
or ti) all Román Cutholie countries,® and of con- 
lbunding what is exotic in civilisation, religión, or 
matmers, with what is of iudigenous growth. Thus, 
»ve 11 ml M. Depons particularising the custom of the 
siesta, the laws ami phrases of Spanish etiipiette, and 
other forms and customs whicli are not more cliarae- 
terístic of Caracas tiran of the mother countxy, or tho 
other Spanish and Portuguese colonies. It is, on 
the whole, a dark picture which he dmvs of the 
state of society. “  Tire Spaniards,” he remarks, 
“ are, of all people known, those who do the least to 
establish a pólice for public tnmquillity. The sohriety 
which is natural to thcm, and still more, their phleg- 
matic character, render rjuarrels and tumults very 
rai'e. Henee, there is never auy noise in the streets of 
Caracas. Every body there is silent, dull, grave. 
Three or four thousand persona go ont of chnrch 
without making any more noise than a tortoise walk- 
ing on saiul. So inany Prendí, restrained by the silence 
divine offices enjoin, would endeavour, wliilst ipútting 
the church, to obtain sume compensation ; — then, 
women and cliildren would make, by their chattering, 
a noise that wonld be heard a long way. Four

> I t  is scarcoly wortli whllc, perhaps, to  noticc, as peculiarities of 
iha coim try, tilo local or provincial lcgcnds which are mlxcd up 
« iüi th e  vaiious m odiíicatioiisof thcVirgin-worsliip of the liomisit 
d iurch . In  Caracas, as in Brar.il, O ur Lady, inulcr a thousand 
various fonns of iuvocation, is the favouritc objeet of wovship. 
The tivo principal ¡dols ave, N u e s tr a  Sen h o ra  de Ct>¡m C obantt, and 
N u e s tra  S eiih o ra  tic  S o ledad , the form er bclottging to th e  church o f 
Sun [‘ahio, th e  other in  th e  possession o f  the Franciscans; ead i 
famoiis for worUíug m irades, and havíng sil absurd lcgeitd 
attachcd to the invention of the image.

Ml
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times us many Spanianls do not make the Luzzing 
oí' ¡i wusp.

“  But if the magistrate has nothing to fear iVom 
hoisterous ofFenccs, he wottld fall very short if his 
vigilance wcre to he mi that aceonnt loss active. 
Assassinations, thofts, frands, tieiicheríes, demaud of 
him stops, investigivtions, mensures cnpablc of putting 
to the proof tlic most ardent zeal, and bafiling the 
niost penetrating sagaci ty.

“  l t  ís a fact, tliat almost all the assassínations 
which takc place in. Caracas, are eommiued by 
Europonns. Those with which the Creóles inay he 
necused, are as raro as the theí'ts that may he imputed 
to the former. The whites, or pretended whites, ol' tlie 
country, whom idleness, and all the vicos ít ongenders, 
keep in sottislmess and the most aliject condition, and 
the frecd men, who fiad it too irksome to live by their 
labour, are tho only pevsons that can be reproachod 
with the thofts committed in Canicas.

“  Pulse measures, false weíghts, adulteration of 
commoditics and provisions, are also common offencos, 
hecanse these are regarded less as acts of rognery, than 
as proofs of an address of which they are vaim”

The negligcnce of the civil magistracy was strik. 
ingly cxempliíied, under the colonial government, by 
tlie want of all proper regnlations for supplvmg the 
market. “  Would one belicve,” says M. Depons, 
“  that the citv of Caracas, the capital of provinces that 
might furnish horned cattle to all the foreign pos­
sessions of America, is herself, many days iii the
year, destitute of butcher’s meat ?” _“ If iilth does
not accumulate in the streets,” he adds, “ the fre- 
iptoncy of rain is to ho thanked, not the caro of the 
pólice.” Meiulieity here, as at México and other
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great oities, puts on the most disgusting and nppalling 
form.*

The principal públic amusements of Caracas, besides 
tlie theatrc, are, thrce tennis-courts, a cock-pit,-j- and 
a few billiard-tables ; the latter are not mucli frc- 
quented. Gambling, the universal passion of the 
Spaniards, is under some slight check from the pólice ; 
regulations liaving been made in 1800 for suppressing 
the practioe. “  Dut, for these three or four years,” 
says M. Depons, u it lias been only tlie poor who liave 
been watehed, imprisoned, and íined liy the pólice for 
gaming. Those above the common rank liave a tacit 
permission to ruin each other at play, witlumt the 
magistrate’s taking olfence at it. The Spaniard loves 
only the play that ruins, not the play wliich amuses.” 
— “  In Europe,” remarks M. Humboldt, “  where 
nations decide their quarrels in the plains, we climb 
the mountains in search of solitude and liberty. In 
the New World, the cordilleras aro inhabited to the 
heiglit of 12,000 feet; and thither men carry with 
them their political dissensions and their little and 
hateful passions. Gaming-houses are established on 
the ridge of the Andes, wherever the discovery of 
mines has led to the foundation of towns; and in 
those vast solitudes, almost above the región of the

* As the description of the statc of society in the other Spanish- 
American capitals will in great mensure apply to Caracas, we may 
refer our readers for fu rther inform ation to  México, vol. i. pp. 2411, 
281, 304. Brazil, vol. i- pp. 4, 101, & c .; vol. ii. p. 313.

t  Cock-pits formed a b rand i of the públic reverme. One only 
was allowed in every tow n, which was rented o f the crown. T he 
proceeds from  farm ing the cock-pits, as wcll as from  the Hconses to 
sellgiínra;», (an intoxicating liquor, made from  the íerm eutation 
of coarse sugar and water,) were appropriated to  the inaintenancc 
of the hospital o f  St. Lazavus a t  Caracas. — D u ro s s ,  vol. ii. 
P -127-
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douds, in tlu: miilst of objeets fittetl to elevat»! tho 
thonghts, the iicu'r of a  decoration or a  titíe refnscd 1>y 
tlie court, oftcn disturbs tlie happiness of famílies.” 

M. Depons lias furnislied us with a dotail of the 
various sources of revenue of which, uuder the old 
Kystem, tlie government availctl itself. Most of thcse 
are the same as were employed in tho other colonios. 
The principal are,—

The a l a i m l ' i , ' *  which producodabout-• 400,000 dolían»
ThcmanlUnoalanxí/fi (patd on entoring

and clcaring from the ports) ............. ) .",0,000
The tilmattii·lftizgo (customs)................. 200,(100
The u r n u i d a  and u n n r t d i i l · i  (levied to 

meet the expense of anned coàsting
vesscls) .................................................. 50,0(K>

Dutics of the consulate and anchoragc
T o j ia x  (levied on distillers)..................... 32,lll)i>
T v l p c r m  liccnsos.......................................  30,ljlH>
Compositiori and confirmatiori of lands 10,01X1
Ferry-bont on Ihe A pure........................  300
Lances (produced by new patents of

noblllty) ..............................................  3,500
Itoyal nitilhs (of the tithes) .................
Indian capitation-tax ............................ 30,000
Sale of offices..........................................  7 ,'*0 O
Stamped paper .......................................  20,1)1)0
Fífth  of tho minos...................................  fio
Kalt-works ..............................................  14,000
Curso (anolhor port duty) ....................  150,000
Sale of tobáceo ....................................... 7oo,ooo
Sale of bu lls ..............................................  20,000

Tliis last item requires explanación, and it will 
serve to illustrate the religious conrlition of the people.

* This tax, orrginally granted to the kings of Spain in the ycnr 
1342, as a supply towards.the expenses of tho war against the 
Moors, was extablished in México in 1574, and extended to l’cru In 
1591. In  Terra Firma, it  was for a  long limo llxed a t two per 
cent, but, about the middle of the last centniy, was raised to five. 
U is levied on every sale and transfer. — Soc Mou. T rav. M e r  i c o ,  

vol. i. p. !>7.
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The bulls in (juestion were, originally, bulls of dis- 
pensation for tliose Spaniards who engaged in the 
wars agninst the infidels. Their objeet has long been 
lost sight of, but the bulls have continued to arrive 
from Home, and to be sold in Spain. “  The blessings 
tliey aíford are too preeious, and the revenue the 
exeheijuer draws from thera is too useful to be 
renounccd. It is true tliat time, which alters or per. 
fects eveiy thing, has caused the popes to give to these 
bulls, virtues which tliey did not at iirst possess. At 
tliis day, four kinds of Imlls are acknowledged; the 
general bull for the living, the bull for eating milk, 
the bull for tlie dead, and the hull of composition.

“  The first, which lasts for two years, ought to be 
taken by every Spanish Christian, or other resident 
within tlie Spanish domains. The benefits of tliis bull 
arcgeneral. Tliey extend to the particular objects of the 
other three kinds, thougli ¡n a manner less direct; 
but its virtues are so pre-eminent tliat I  cannot ex- 
ense myself from enumerating some. Every persou 
wlio has tliis hull, may be absolved, by any priest 
whatsoever, of ali, even concealed crinies. Obstinate 
and confirmed heresy is the only exception ; an of- 
fence, however, tliat cannot be even suspected, because 
he whoshould be tainted witli it, would set but little 
valué on absolution. The possessors of tliis hull, their 
domèstics, and relations, have, during tlie time the 
churcbes are sliut up, a riglit to hear mass, receive 
tlie sacraments, and be buried in holy ground. Witli 
this Imll tlie priest may say mass, and tlie lay persou 
hear it, one liour belore day, and one after twelve. 
There are, however, some authors who insist tliat 
this point cannot he granted, but by the commissary. 
general of tlie crusade. Every confessor may release 
iiim who has this bull from all kinds of vows, excepi-

'P ATI'1' I I .
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jjig tliose of ehastity, becomíng a pricst, monk, or 
min, and tlifit of making a voyage to the Iíolv 
Land. Illasphemics against the Deity are no more 
able to resist tlio power of this bnll, than a spot of oil 
upon Unen can resist soap. By means of flus bull uro 
gained, iu America, the indulgences wliich visitíng 
tlie churches obtained in Rome. One single day of 
fasting, and a few prayers, are ivortli to the possessor 
of this b«U fiftecn times fifteen forties, or 9,000 of the 
penalices iinposed lipón him. On fast-days, t)ie lay 
pemil may eat of every tliing, meat excepted, pro- 
vided he has the bnll. It even allows of meat, if the 
least weakncss of constitutio», or any other slight in. 
disposition, should occasion any ap)>rchension for his 
healtli. Since the lst of Jannary, 1804, ít dispenses 
with fasting on Fridays, and for almost the whole of 
Lent. Whoever takes and pays for two iinlls for the 
living, obtains double the advantages of one.

“  All the faithful, excepting ecclesiastics, from 
wliom tile chureh has a right to cxpect greater exacti- 
tude in the ohservance of lier laws, have permission 
by the general bnll for the living, to eat milk and 
eggs dtiring Lent. It ivas necessary then, in order to 
exempt tliem from the prohibition of these articles 
during that períod, to establish a special bnll. This 
is the exact and only purpose of the bnll de laitaye. 
AH ecclesiastics, under sixty years of age, ought to 
purchasc it, independently of that of the living, if they 
wish not to provoke the wratli of I-Ieaven, by trans- 
gressing the laws of the church respeeting eggs and 
milk.

u The bull for the dead is a species of ticket for 
admission into paradise. It enables to clear the de- 
vouring flames of purgatory, and conducís directlv to 
tile abodes of the hlessed. Bnt One of these bulls
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serves for only one soul. Thereforc, the instant a 
Kpaniard expires, his relations send to the treasnry 
to Iniy a Imll for the <1e:ul, on which is written the 
ñame of the deceased. When the family of the de- 
parted is so poor as to he unable to pay for the bul), 
tliat is to say, when thcy are reduced to the most 
nbjcct misery, two or three of its members detach 
themsclves, and go begging through the strectx to 
oljtain the means of makíng the x>urehase. If  their 
zea! is not crowned with success, they shed tears and 
utter shrieks of lamen tation, expressive less of regret 
for lite death of their relation, than of pain for their 
innbility to furnish his son] with this csscntial pass- 
jMirt.* The virtue of this hull is not confined to dis- 
pctising with the ohligation of going into purgatory, 
but extends to extricating the soul, which, like tlie 
asbestos, is wliitening in its ílames. I t  has the faculty

* " I  havo more than once,” says M. Lavaysse, "  Iteard the 
peor in thiscmmtry lament and utter tiio most frightful shrieks a t 
tíie death o f their relatiotis. The grief for their loss ivas trifting 
in comparison with that which thov felt from fcnowlng tliat they 
were in purgatory for want o f litis triíling sum for delivering Ilion. 
They nm  about in every dircction, bcgging alma with tears, in 
the hope of procuring as much money as may enable them to buy 
bulls for releasing Uic souls of their relations from purgatory. I 
llave inore than once hatl the hnppincss of calming their grief, 
relieving a  soul from Chat state, «mtribuUng to the comforts of a 
Spnnish pricst, and attrncting to  mysclf a  thousand buncdictions, 
for a (piai ter of a  dallar. Yet, let i t  not be supposed that those 
liulls and indulgencies supersede the saying o f masses for the dend. 
In nll thechurches of this country, therc are pictures rcprcsentmg 
hcaven and purgatory. In a  comer o f the picture is a  pricst 
saying mass; a t the sido are people giving money for the celebrn- 
lion of mass, and souls starting out of purgatory when masses have 
becnsald for them. They are received by the archangel St- Michacl, 
wliois depictcdholdingapaírof scales in his hand, one of which 
is full of the money for the masses, and appears to  sink, while the 
red-hot souls, like boiled lobslers, throw themsclves into the other 
seale, from which they fíy to  heaven."—Lavavssic, pp. 159, lCu-
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even to desígnate the spiril it i* wíshed to liberate. It 
is enough t» write upon the hull the name of the 
person it animated in this lower world, and that very 
moment the gates of paradise are oponed for him. 
One bull must always he taken for each sonl ; they 
inay, however, take as mauy as they picase, provided 
they do bnt pay. With piety and money it would 
he easy to empty purgatory, which indeed would not 
long reinain unpeopled, hecause death, whose harvests 
never censo, would ateveryinstantrencwitsinhabitants.

“  The hull of composition is, without doubt, that 
whose effects are the niost sensible, the nearest, and 
most remarkable. It has the íuconceivahle virtue of 
transmitting to the witliholdev of anothcr’s goods, the 
absolute property in all he has been able to steal 
without the eognizance of the law. For íts validity 
they require only one condition, which is, that the 
expectation of the hull did not induce the theft. 
Modesty has done well to add, that of not knowing 
the person to whom the stolen goods helong; but, 
from the cases speciñed for its applieation, it appears 
that this last condition is illusive; for, in a volume 
on the virtue of bulls, printed at Toledo in 1758, by 
order of the commissary-gcneral of the lxoly crusjule, 
we find that the bull of composition hefrionds tiloso 
who hold property they ought to return to tire church, 
or employ in works of piety, or which they have not 
legally aequired by the prayers of which it was the 
price. I t  aids those debtors who cannot discover their 
creditors, or wlien tlie condítions of the loan are 
oppressi ve; and assists the heir who retains tire whole 
of an inhevitance loaded with legacies, were it in favour 
of a hospital. If a demand has not been inade with- 
in a year, the bull of composition decrecs to its pos­
sessor a moiety of-tlie debt; but he is required to
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pay the residue. It bestows tlie entire riglit on thcso 
who do not know the owner of that which they have 
obtained unjustly. Thus a watch, a diamond, a purse 
fiill of gold, stolen in tlie midst of a crowd, becomes 
the property of the pick-pocket who has filched it. 
Finally, it quiets the remorse of conscience of the 
merchant who has enriched himself by false yards, 
false measures, and false weights. The bull of com- 
position assures to him the absolute property in what- 
ever he obtains by inodes that ought to have conducted 
him to the gallows. The party himself valúes the 
article which he is desirous of acquiring by means 
of the bull of composition, and has to purchase as 
many bulls as are necessary to make up their price, 
which is fixed at an equivalent to six per cent of the 
capital he wishes to retain. Only ñfty bulls a year 
can, however, be taken by one person. If the amount 
of what they cost does not complete the six per cent 
of that which is withheld, recourse musthe liad to the 
most illustrious commissary-general of tlieholy cvusade. 
lie may extend the permission as much as he picases, 
andevenreduce theduty. Nohullhas anyvirtuetillitis 
paid for, ancl the uame and súmame of the person on 
whose aceount it is issued, are written atfull lengthin 
the blank which is left in the printed form. The bulls of 
the holy crusade are in Spanish, upon a sheet of very 
common paper, in demi-gothic lettcrs, and wretchedly 
printed. Every two years, a new bull of the crusade 
is published with great pomp and solemnity at Caracas. 
Tiie ceremony is performed in the cathedral on St. 
John’sday; intheotherchurclies,on that of St. Michael. 
The bulls are at first placed in the chnrch of the 
nuns of tlie Conception. All the clergy, constitutcd 
authorities, and people, come in trinmph to seek 
thcm, in order to remove and place them in the catite-
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dral, upon a table magniiicently deeorated. Higli 
inass 5s theu performed, after wlnch there follows 
a sermón entirely devoted to setting fortli the infinite 
blessings of the bull. At this festival, the com- 
missary-general of the holy misade, who is usualJy 
a canon, occnpies the first place. It has been so long 
transmitted to him, that imder the perplexity of 
deciding whether lie ought to relinquish it to the 
bishop, it has been found more convenient to advise 
the prelate not to assist at the celebration. Mass 
being finished, all the faithful approach the table mi 
whieh the bulls are luid, that eaeli may obtain one 
proportioned to his abilities and to his rank ; for the 
price of the bulls varies accordiug- to the opulence and 
situation of thoso by wliom they are taken. Tliey are 
nevertheless, notwithstanding the diilerence of ¡trice, 
of equal virtue, provided there has been no fraud. lie 
who takes a bull of a price inferior to that whirh 
his fortune or rank require that he should procure, 
enjoys none of the advantages attached to it.

“  Yon heve have the lutest duty imposed on the 
bull of the erusade. ‘ The price is a little raised,’ says 
the eominissary-general of the erusade in his man- 
date, dated at Madrid on the 14th of September, 
IfiOI, ‘ but it is on account of tho new expenses <>f 
government, and of the necessity of extinguishing 
the royal certificates which the scarcity of money in a 
time of war has eompelled the king to issue.’ ” *

The pnces of tliese bulls varied according to the 
rank of the purchaser. Thus, the general bull for 
the living cost a viceroy or his wife lifteen dollars; 
arehbishops and all otlier dignitaries, noblemen, mili- 
tary men, magistrutes, and gcntlemen wliose fortune

Depons’ Travcls, vol. ii. pp. 130—G.
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amounted to 12,000 dollars, paid live dollars ; capi­
talista of 0,000 dollars paid onc dollar and a half; and 
all inferior persons, two and a lialf reals, l'or the 
lmll de lailage, the four degrees of clergy vere 
severally rated at six, three, one and a half dollars, 
and three reals, l'or the bull of composition, every 
one, without exception, paid two dollars and a half. 
The price of the bull for the dead was six reals to the 
first three classes above specified, and two reals for the 
lowest elass.

The average net receipts of the intcmlancy of 
Caracas for the years 1700 to 1707, was l,3(*!),ó50 
dollars: the expeuditure, estimated by the average of 
the same five years, was 1,405,790 dollars, leaving a 
deficiency of receipts to the aínount of upwards of
110,000 dollars; so that this colony was an actual 
borden to the inother country. In 1004, the gross 
revenue amounted to 1,000,000 dollars; but the whole 
receipts were consumed by the expenses of administra- 
don. The same was the case witli regard to the 
raptain-generalships of Guatimala, Clilli, Cuba, the 
Philippiae and the Canary Islands.* M. Lavaysse, 
indeed, States, that the intendant of Caracas receiml 
amiually about 1 ,200,000 dollars from the treasuries 
of México and New Granada. “  Thus,” he says, 
“ the expenses of tliat goverument amounted annually 
to nearly 700,000/.; for, of all the imposts levied 
in that country, not a farthing passed into the royal 
treasury of Spain.” This writer States the average

* Three ínillions and a half ot' dollars, being nearly a sixlh of 
the wliole revenue, were annually remitted by México to other 
Spanish colomes (\i*. Cuba, Florida, Porto Rico, Louisiana, 
Trinidad, St. Domingo, and the Philippine Islands), towards the 
expenses of their internal administratio»— Sec Humholbt, l ’u !. 

JJ'.víí.v, vol. iv. pp. 234, 240; Diu’o.vs, vol. ii. pp. 141), 50.
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valué of the agricultura! produce annually exported 
from the provinces of Venezuela to Spain and México, 
up to 1C07, at about 2,000,000 of dollars ; but “ I  am 
sure,”  he adds, “ that the smugglers carried off 
annually, 011 an average, more than 2,500,000 in 
produce, consisting of cocoa, cotton, indigo, a little 
cochineal, arnotto, woods for dyeíng and cabinet- 
makers, copper, hides, maize, salted and smoked meat 
and fish, oxen, horses, mules, asses, monkeys, parrots, 
&c., and, since 1801, a small quantity of sugar and 
coffee,* besides about 6 or 700,000 dollars in specie. 
This increases the exports to about 5,200,000 dollars. 
The official statements of the intendaney of Caracas-j* 
speciñed the importations, including the contraband 
trade, at oníy 5,500,000 dollars at the same period ; 
but those statements are far below the truth. On an 
average, from 1789 to 1807, the annual importations 
amounted to nearly 6,500,000 dollars, including 
smuggling. Previously to the French Revolution, \ve 
had lialf of this trade. The French merchants of 
Martinique, the Dutch of St. Eustacia and Curaçoa, 
the Danish of St. Thomas’s, and the Swedish of 
St. Bartholomew, liad their share in this commerce. 
But, since the Island of Trinidad ivas taken hy the 
British in 1797, they have ohtained ali the trade 
of that country, where they have established com-

* “  Ten yeavs ago,” M. I.avaysse says, “  therc ivas scarcely as 
nuich sugar inade as sufficed for the local constimption. I believe 
1 do not exaggerate when I sav, that, 0 11 an average, every indivi­
dual, poor or rich, consumes a t least one poiirnl of it per day. lt  
is mixed with almost all kinds of food and drink, and is indis­
pensable for chocolate, which is taken three or four times a 
day.”

t  Though Caracas was governed by a captain-general, who was 
the supreme authority ¡11 all civil and military afl'airs, the inten­
dant had the rtircction of al! íinancial concerns.



CO LO M B IA . 153

marcial connexions even as far as the central point of 
South Amarica, in Santa Fé de Bogotá, the. capital of 
New Granada, whose bísliop, a dealer in human flesh, 
carried on, in 1780 and 1709, the negro trade, 
in conjunction with an English house at Dominica.” * 

The town of Caracas was founded hy Diego de 
Losada in 15G7*"t* The Spaniards, whowere attracted 
thither by the reputation of the two gold-mines of Los 
Teques and Baruta, were not a t that time masters 
of the whole valley, and they preferred iixing on a site 
near the road to the coast. I t  is to be regretted, 
Ilumboldt thinks, that it was not built further to the 
cast, below the junction of the Ananco and the Guayra, 
on that spot near Chac&o, where the valley widens 
into an extensive plain. Tiie bishopric of Coro was 
transferred to this cityin 163G:J itwas made an arch- 
bishopric in 1803. Xts climate has been called a 
perpetual spring. “ What, indeed,” saya Ilumboldt, 
“ can we imagine more delightful, than a temperature 
which, during the day, keeps between 16° and 20.0®

a Lavaysse, pp. 273,4.
t  Forty-seven years after the foundation of Cumana, thlrty-njne 

after Coro, thirty-three after Barcelona, and fifteen after Bar- 
(piesiineto.

í  “  In  1036,” says Mr. Semple (without, howcver, riting hís 
authorlty), “  tlie archbishopric (bishopric) of Venezuela was trans­
ferred from thcsamly shores of Coro, to the delightful valley of 
Caracas, by theíiight of the (lean and chapler, their prelato havlng 
given them the oxample many years before. I t  was not, howcver, 
untll 1603, that this transfer was fiually ratified by the Spanish 
govemment. T he inhabitants of Coro protested in vain agninst 
tliis desertion of their pastor. The pious father, as far as regarded 
hís own convenience, liad good sense and power on hjs side; but 
justico was certainly on the side o f the complainants. Tire eílccts 
ofthis transaction, howcver, arcstill fclt¡ and a  deadly animosity 
exists between the two cities, for which, 1 fcar, much blood will 
yet be shed." This prediction lias been bul loo fully realised.

K 2
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oí Rénumur, and at niglit, betweeu 1*2.0° and 14.4°,* 
and which is equally favou rabie for tbe cultivation 
oi' the plantain, tho orange-treo, the coffee-plant, the 
apricot, tho apple, and corn? I t  is to be regrettcd, 
howcver, that this temperate climate is genenilly 
inconstant and variable. The inhabitants complain 
oí liaving sevci-al seasons in the eourse of the same 
day, and of tho rapid transitions' from one season 
to another. These oscillatious are common in the 
temperate clime of Europe; but, under the torrid 
zonc, Europeans thcmselves are so accustorncd to the 
uuilbrm action of exterior stimulus, that they suffer 
from a chango of temperature of six degroes. Morc- 
over, these variations act on the human frame, at 
Caracas, more violontly than could be supposed from 
the mere indications of the thermometer. In this 
narrow valley, the atmosphere is in some sort 
balancod betweeu two winds; one that comes from 
the sea-side, and is known by the name of the wind of 
Cutía, becausc it blows from Catia to the west of Cape 
Blanco; and the other from the east, er the inland 
country. Tho wind of Catia is only apparently a 
western wind; it is more frequently a breeze origi. 
nating in the east and north-east, which, rushing 
witli extreme impotuosity, engulfs itself in tho que­
brada (ravinu) de Tipe. I t  is loaded with moisturc, 
which it deposits as its temperature decreases, and 
the summit of the Silia is consequently wrapped in 
clouds wlten the Catia blows in the valley. This wind 
is dreaded by the inhabitants of Caracas, causing 
beaduohea to thoso persona whose nervous system

*  MumboMt States tlic mean temperature of tlic year to be from 
21° lo 22° cent. tbcr. ; that of the hot season, 21°; of the colit 
season, l!P ; tbe maximum, 2ÍP; tlie miubnmn, IIo. At La 
tíuayra, the maximum is 35°, uud the minimum, 21°.

154
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is irritable. I liave knowii some who, to shan its 
effects, shut themselves up in their liouses, as people 
do in Italy when the Sirocco blows. The wind of 
Petare, coming f'rom the east and sonth-east by 
the eastern extremity of tlie valley of tlie Gmivrst, 
brings ¡rom the mountains and the interior a drier 
air, which dissipates the clouds, and the suinmit of 
the Silla theu risos in all its beauty.

lhiins are extremely freqüent in the months of 
April, híay, and June : they are always brought by 
wínds l'rom the east and south-east. Hail oceurs 
almost every four or Uve years. In the season of 
dronght (December, Jamiary, and Febrnavy,) the 
suvannas and the turf that covers the steepest rocks 
are sometimos set on fire in ordev to improve the 
pasturage. These vast conllagrations, viewed from a 
distance, have a most singular efFect, the inflamed 
tracts appearing, ou a dark night, like currents of 
lava.

The small extcnt of the valley in which Caracas 
stands, and the proximity of the high mountains 
oí Avila and the Silla, impart, Ilumholdt says, a stern 
and gloomy character to the scencry, particularly in 
the months of November and December. The morn- 
ings are then vory fine, and the two domes of the Silla 
and the craggyridge of the Cerro de Avila are seen 
relieved against a olear and serene sky. But towards 
evening, the atmosphere thickens, and streams of 
vapour, clinging to the evergreen slopes of the moun­
tains, seem to divide them into separate zones. 
Tlicse vapours are aftenvards coiulensed into large 
fleecy clouds, which descerní and creep along the soil, 
so that the travellor can scarcely imagine liimself 
to be within the torrid zone. But tliis gloomy aspect
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of the sky is never seen in tlie midst of summer, and 
the niglits of June and July are delicious. Of the two 
peaks which form the summit of the Silla, the eastern 
is the most elevated. I t  was iormerly supposed to 
e<pial very nearly in elevation the Peak of Teneriffe; 
but Humboldt ascertained it to be only 1,350 toises, or 
about 8,100 feet above the sea-level, which is 3,300 
feet lower tlian the Peak of Teneriffe. There is a 
path leading over tile ridge of the mountain, near the 
western peak, to Caravalleda, which is frequented by 
smugglers ; but, at the time of Humboldt’s visit, 
neither the most expcrienced guides, ñor the most 
intrèpid of the militia who were accustomed to pursue 
tiie smugglers in these wild spots, liad ever been 
on the eastern peak. From the hollow between the 
two peaks, which has given the whole mountain the 
ñame of the Silla (saddle), a crevice, or raviue, 
descends towards the valley of Caracas. Tiie eastern 
summit is accessible only by going to the west of this 
ravine, over the promontory, or spur, called the 
Puerta de la Silla, and proceeding straight forward 
to the lower summit, not turning to the east till you 
have reached the hollow between the two peaks. 
The first half of the ascent is up a steep aeclivity 
of gneiss rock, covered with short grass, or turf, which 
yields but a slippery footing, and the traveller will 
require to havo a stick shod with i ron : it is attended, 
however, with inore fatigue tlian danger. After jiro- 
ceeding for fbur hours across these “ savamias,” at an 
elevation of 3,000 feet, you enter a little wood of 
slirubs and small trees, called E l Pcjval, from a plant 
with odorií'erous leaves, called pejoa (gualthevia odo­
rata), with which it ahounds. He re, too, are found
the family of the alpine rhododendrons, thibauclias,



C O L O M B IA . 1.57

andromedas, vacciniums, and bifarias with resinous 
leaves. The latter, the alpine rose-tree* of equinoetial 
America, when in blossom, gives a purple glow tü 
thc zone of evergreen-trees, as seen from the valley. 
The bees are very fond of its fine purple fiowers, 
which are extremely abundant. But what gives 
most celebrity to this small wood, is a corvmbiferous 
plant from ten to fifteen feet higli, which the natives 
call incietiso (incense), on account of the agrecable 
odour of the fiowers. It is a species of trixis, ex­
tremely resinous, but differs very muoli in smell from 
tlie trixis terehinthinacea of Jamaica. At the end of 
this alpine wood, the traveller finds himself again 
m a savanna, and must climb a part of the western 
peak, in order to descend inte) the hollow. There he 
eneounters fresh difficultius from tlie strength of the 
vegetation which covers thc valley, forming a forest, 
or thicket, of arborescent plants, of the musa or plan­
tam family. These obstacles gradually diminish as 
he begins to climb the barren summit. In order 
to reach the eastern peak, it is necessary to approach 
as near as possible the great precipice that descends 
towards Caravalleda and the coast; but this part of 
the way “  is not at all dangerous, provided that the 
traveller carefully examines the stability of every 
fragment of rock on which lio places liis foot.”  The 
abscnce of large trees on the two rocky summits

 ̂ W i n d n d e m l r o n  f e r r u g i n e u m .  T h e  learned T raveller searchcd íu 
vain for any plant o f the gemís Jíoxr;. “  W c rlirt not,”  he says, 
“  find one Imligenous rose-tree in  all South Am erica; and it 
appears that this cltarming shrub is wanting in all thc Southern 
hcmlsphere withhi and beyond the tropiis. It was onlv on tile 
Mcx ¡can mountains that we wcrc happy euough to discover, under 
the nineteenth patallel, American eglantínco.”
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oi the Silla, Humboldt ascribes to the aridity of the 
soil, the violence of the winds blowing from the sea, 
and the frcquent eonflagrations; as the limit of trees 
in this región is 400 toises stili higlier.. Destitute of 
any other vegetation than small sliruhs and gramina, 
these vast domes of rock increase by the nakedness of 
their surface the apparent height of the mountain, 
whicli, in the temperate zone of Europe, would 
sciircely enter the limit of perpetual snow. But, 
though not remarkable for its lieight, the Silia is dis- 
tinguishcd from every known mountain, by the enor- 
mons precipice of from 0 to 7,000 foet whicli it 
presents towards the sea, — “ aphenomenon far more 
rare,” says the learned Travcller, “  than is generally 
believed by thoso who cross mountains without 
measuring their height, their bulk, and their slopes. 
The coast fornis only a narrow border; and Iooking 
irom the summit of the dome, or pyramid, on the 
houses of Caravalleda, this wall of rock seems, by au 
optical illusion, to be nearly perpendicular. The real 
slope of the declivity appeared to me, according to an 
exact calculation, to be 53° 23'.” " Those persons 
whoso senses are affectcd by Iooking down a con­
siderable depth, are recommended to remain in the 
centre of the small flat area whicli crowns the summit. 
From this elevation, the eye gazes on an extent of 
sea, the radius of which is thirty-six leagues. Toward 
the south, a range of mountains running parallel with 
the equator bounds the horizon like a rampart. The 
western dome oí the Silla conceals from view the city

‘ A rocíe o f 1,000 feet perpendicular cievalion luis in -vain beca 
sought for among tile Swiss Alps. Tlic tleclivity of Mont Blanc 
towards tlic Allée Blandió tlocs not evon rcach an angle of 40°. 
That of the l’cak of Tenorifie is scarcely 12° 30'.
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of Caracas; lint tlic villages of Chacao and Petare 
may be descried in the midst oi‘ coffee-plantations, and 
tlie cour.se of the river Guayra is seen forming a 
slendcr streak of silvery light. The narrow band of 
cultivated ground presents a pleasing contrast to the 
wild and g'loomy aspect of the surrounding mountains. 
M. Ilumboldt describes, in tlie following terms, the 
íeelings wiiich were excited in his own mind by the 
scenery: it is not every one, howevor, who possesses 
the saíne calm and philosophic temperament.

“ While wc take in at one view the vast landscape, 
ice feel little regret that the solitudes of the New 
World are not embellished witli the images of past 
times. Wherever, under the torrid zone, the earth, 
studded with mountains and overspread with píants, 
has preserved its primitive characterístics, man no 
longer appears as the centre of the creation. Far 
from taming the clements, ail his efforts tend to an 
escape í'rom their empire. The changes made by 
savage nations during the lapse of ages on the surface 
of the globe, disappear before tliose that are produced 
in a few hours by the action of volcànic fires, the 
immdations of mighty floods, and the impetuosity of 
tcmpests. It is the confiict of the elements which 
ciiaracteríscs in the New World the aspect of nature. 
A country without population appears, to the people of 
cultivated Europe, like a city abandoned hyits inhabit- 
ants. In America, after having lived during several 
years in the forests of the Iow regions, or on the 
ridge of the Cordilleras, — after having survcyed 
eountries as extensive as Franco, containing only a 
small number of seattered huts, a deep solitudo no 
longer alfrights the imaginatiou. We bccome accus- 
tomed to the idea of a world that supports only plañís 
and animals; wliere the savage has never uttered
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FROM CARACAS TO VALENCIA.

A f i n e  road, partly scooped out of the rock, leads 
along the riglit bank of tho Guayra to the village 
of Antimano, a distance of about two lcagues. Be- 
tween three and four miles from Caracas, the small 
village of La Vega, witli the wliite tower of its 
church, is seen picturesquely situated in a recess 
among the hills. It was originally an Indian village, 
but lew, if any, of the aboriginal families are remain- 
ing. Ascending toward Carapa, the traveller enjoys 
once more a siglit of the Silla, which appears like 
an immense dome witli a cliíF towards the sea. Be- 
yond the straggling village of Antimano, which, 
Mr. Semple says, is cajiable of being converted into 
a good military post, “ the valley of Caracas narrows 
rapidly, and the space betweeu the hills seldom cou- 
sists of more than the Hat throngh which the river 
ílows, evincing by its level surface, that, after heavy 
rains, it is frequeiitly covered with water. After 
some time we leave the small heights, and descend 
upon the Guayra, which we oross and recross several 
times,” (Humboldt says, seventeen times,) “ until 
having passed a little streani which falls into it, we 
approach Las Juntas, a lew houses at the foot of the 
mountains. This post” (so named from the junction 
of the two small rivers San Pedro and Macarao, 
which form the Guayra,) “  is bctween three and four

■* l’crs. N.vrr. vol. iii. pp. ó ll—12. Siuce Humboldt led the 
"•ay, two yonng Colombians, sent out. by M, Zea to  prosecute
rescarches in natural history, llave ascended the Silla__Seo L c t tc n

j 'n m i  C o lo m 'n n , p. ¿2.

eithor tlie shout of joy, or tlie plaintive accents of
s o i t o w . ”  *



leagues from Caracas, and a good pulpería affords the 
traveller the means of rest and refreshment.” *

The rich valley of Caracas wliich we are uow 
leaving, ivas formerly celebrated for its fertility : it is 
at present “  in a state of comparative abandon- 
ment.’:-f The orchards of Antimano furnished a 
great abundance of peaches, quinces, and other Euro- 
pean fruits, for the market of the capital. The 
Otaheitan sugar-cano is cultivated here with success, 
but the soil has been found not very favourable to the 
coíFee-plant, for the cultivation of whicli there is a 
general predilection, because the berry will keep, after 
gathering, for several years, whereas cocoa spoils in 
the warehouses after ten or twelve montlis. The 
largest plantations in this province are near Valencia 
and Rincón. The cultivation of coifee was intro- 
duced into Caracas í j i  1700, and before the revolu- 
tionary wars, the produce of the whole province 
amounted to 50 or 60,000 quintáis.^ The banks of 
the Guayra are covered with a fine gramineous plant 
called lata (gynerium saecharoxd.es), which sometimes 
reaches thirty feet in height. Every hut is sur- 
rounded with enormous alligator-pear-trees (laurus 
persea), and the neighbouring mountains are covered 
with thick forests.

After leaving Las Juntas, the road becomes very 
steep and rockv. w-ossing part of a groupe of lol'ty 
mountains called iiiguerota, which separate the lon­
gitudinal valleys of Caracas and Aragua ; “  but, as •*
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•* Scmple, p. UO. t  Lctters from Colombia, p. 13.
i llumboldt, vol. !v. p. (M. The total exportation of coffee 

¡rom America to Europe, is stated to cxceed K1G,o(!<), 000 Ib- 
(Krcnch). The blamls of Java, Mauritius, and Ilourbon, and 
\rabia, ave supposed to sitpplv togetlier about StdKtfijKK' more.
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\vc ascended,” says Mr. Semplo, “ 've werc amply 
repuid by the grandcur of the prospeets which cvery 
step oponed to our vietr. We continued to ascend for 
upwavds of four miles, when we reaehcd the summit 
of tlie íirst Lilis which sliut in the head of the valley, 
from which we soon after looked back for tlie last time 
ou the town, presenti ng, at the distancc of twenty 
miles, a singularly interesting appearance at the foot 
of lofty mountains. The spot from which tliis farc- 
well view (or, on approaclung from Valencia, this iirsi 
glimpse) of Caracas is obtaíned, is called liuenavixla, 
and is marked by a single miserable venia or inn.* 
The road from thence lcads over the high grounds, 
and we find ourselves in the midst of a mountaínous 
country, the valleys of which are deep, dark, and 
solitary, without rivera, and the sides in general but 
partially covered with trees. To the sonth-west, tho 
ridges gradually ascend, and termínate in a lofty 
peak, the summit of wliich appearal like a black spot 
far above the clouds. By degrees, our road ledus 
through a wood composed of lofty trees, such as are 
common in the West India Islunds; -f having got 
olear of which, we at length bogan to descerní inte a

* The tablc-land o f Bucwivista is about 5,0110 feet above llic 
levei o f the sea, or more than twicc the elcvxtion of ('anteas, 
which lies to tho N.W. On the S.E., (he view extends to lite 
v ¡llago of Los Teques.

f  Among Uic bcautiful vegetable procluctlons o f tlicsc inoun- 
talns, Humboldt speciiies the i J u m e r ía , or red jessamiue-tree (tile 

/ / a n g S p a n i n y  of the French West India Island»); ü v t j i v u s  g i f p u t t m ,  

a  new si»ecics of fig-tree, which nttains the hcight sometimos of a 
lumilrcd feet; tile J i c i t s  n y m p h a - i / o l i a ; tilo «mh d e l  m o n t e ,  o t  ¡ m í o  

fíe C>«5 ( b n n o n e a ) ,  bearing four or five hinulrcd jiurple flowers in 
oue thyrsis, e.wh flotver havíng eleven stainens, and tliis inajcstie 
l»tant rcaches the height o f fifty or sixty fcel; the #  na*-K»H>, or 
süvcry-leaved cccroplai tlie a g u a f í r c ,  whloli yields a wood of a fine 
red colour; and various specics of arborescent ferns.
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valley, near the bottom of which is scattered tlte 
miserable hamlct of San Pedro, eonsisting of iii'teen 
or twenty houses, wítli an unfinished churdi, which, 
however, serves the cmmtryformany miles round. A 
clear stream, nearly the size of the Guayra, ruus tlmmgli 
the bottom, ncar which was fought the great battle 
witli the ludían chief Guavtaipuro, whicli eleaved the 
way for the Spaniards to the valley of Caracas.” Cióse 
to the stream, is a pulpería, where the traveller may 
obtain boiled meat, cakes of maize, eggs, and guarapo, 
the favourite drink of the country, made of coarse 
sugat- and water. San Pedro is about four leagues 
from Las Juntas, and seven from Caracas. I t  is 
situftted in a basin in wliich scveral vulleys meet, and 
which is almose 1,000 feet lower than the table-land of 
Bnenavista. Bananas, potatoes, and cofl'ee ave cul- 
tivated together in the neighbourhood of the village. 
The valley of San Pedro separates the two great 
masses of mountains, Higuerota and Las Cocuyzas.* 
The summit of the latter is scarcely thirty feet lower 
than Buenavista. The road, which lcads over it, 
begins to ascend immediately from the hanks of the 
river, in a western direction, passing the smal! farms 
or pulperías of Las Lagunetas and Garuvatos. After 
riding ahout two leagues, tito traveller hegins to have 
a view of the country on the other side of the chain 
of Lilis he is traversing; and soon aftenvards, the 
desceñí commencos. The prospect at Las Lagunetas 
is extensive, hut somewhat monotonons. “  The 
motintainous and nncnltivated ground hctween the 
sources of the Guayra and the Tuy, is more than

* The Coewyzas, which M r. Scmplc wríles C uueuinas, is said by 
soine to derive its nainc from a tribe of Indians; bul, by others, 
from Uic aloes with which it once ahonnded— (Skjipj.b , p. 73.) 
Higuerota is evidcntly devived from hitptorv, a fig-trcc.
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twenty-five leagucs square. We there found,” says 
Humboldt, “  only one miserable village, that of Los 
Teques, to the S.E. of San Pedro. The soil is in a 
manner furrowed by a multitude of small valleys, or 
ravines, which, running parallel with each ofcher, 
terminate at right angles in the larger valleys. The 
baok of the mountains is of an aspect as monotonous 
as the ravines: it has no pyramidal forras, no ridges, 
no steep declivities. From Las Lagunetas, we de» 
scended into the valley of the river Tuy. This 
western slope of the mountains of Los Teques, which 
bears the ñame of Las Coctiyzas, is covered with two 
plants with agave leaves, called the maguey of Co- 
cuyza, and the maguey of Cocuy: the latter, which 
belongs to the genus yucca, yields a sweet fermented 
liquor by distillation, and the fibres of the leaves 
furnish excellent cordage. Leaving the mountains, 
we entered a highly cultivated country, covered with 
hamlets and villages, several of which would, in 
Europe, be called towns. From east to west, in a 
line of twelve leagues, we passed La Victoria, San 
Matteo, Turmero, and Maraeay, containing together 
more than 20,000 inhabitants. The plains of the 
Tuy may be considered as the eastern extremity of 
the valleys of Aragua, extending from Guigue on the 
borders of the Lake of Valencia, to the foot of Las 
Cocuyzas. The Tuy, flowing from those mountains, 
runs first towards the west; then, turning to the 
south and cast, it takes its direction along the high 
savannas of Ocumare, receives the waters of the valley 
of Caracas, and reaches the sea near Cape Codera.” 
The stream liere, is rather more considerable than the 
Guayra at Caracas : after its junction with the latter, 
the river becomes navigable for canoes to its mouth. 

üfr. Semple describes the descent to the bed of the
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Tny as in some places more steep and rug'ged tiran 
any in Lis whole journey, being indeed more difficult 
to pass than tlie worst between La Guayra and 
Caracas. I t  is reckoned nearly four leagues from the 
snmmit to the few scattered houses at the bottom, 
which hcar the ñame of the village of Las Coucuisas 
(Cocuyzas.) * At the pulpería, Mr. Semple met a 
number of Indians and otlier tiavellers collected, who 
were proceeding to the capital. “  Among tlie In­
dians,” he says, “  were raany young women of pleas- 
ing features, who were going together in parties, to 
seek for work in the coffec-plantations, where they 
are employed in picking the herries. They told me 
that, in the low countries, their usual wages were 
ahout two reals, or one quarter of a dollar per day, 
besides a small quantity of provisions ? but that in 
the high lands of Caracas, they would not work during 
the coffce season under three reais, on account of its 
being there so extremely coid. The men who accom- 
panied them were in general strong and stout, hut, 
thougli large, yet not so well limbed- as the Indians of 
North America. Their colour was of a yellowish 
cast, inclíning to copper ; their hair Iong, coarse, and 
black, growing low down upon a narrow forehead; 
the nose at the point suddenly becoming sharp, like 
that of a person worn out hy long illness; the eyes 
black, melancholy, and inexpressive; the lips thick, 
and the mouth somcwhat large. The general air of

* T he A uthor of Letters from  Colombia says: "  W c dlncd a t  a 
place callee! Las Alajas (Lagimetas?) coramandingly situated on 
litis suinmit, the highest poiut of the Cordillera. The distance 
henee to  L a s  CaquUuin (Cdcuyzas), namctl a fter a  species of aloe 
which grows in abundance in its  vicinlty , is thren leaguos, b u t by 
such a  steep descent, and so bad a  road, resembling moro th e  bed 
of a m ountain torrent titán tire principal communication in the 
rountry, th a t itw as late ero we rcaehed it.” P . 16.
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thesc Indians was heavy, sad, ami snllen. Some oi 
lliem, while they rcsted their burthens, amnsod them- 
selves by blowing into a species of ilute, 5f it can lie 
so called, without donbt one of the rudest ever 
sounded by the luunun broath. They consisted of 
single joints oí' cune with one longitudinal opening iu 
the sido, too long to Ic covered with the wliole palm 
of the hanrl, when applíed to it. They blew into the 
upper part of this aperture, and according as they 
covered more or less of the lower part with their 
hands, was the tone somowlmt varied. The souncl 
was like that of tlie wind sighing in the forests, or 
aniong rocks: sometimos rising almost to a scrcam, 
;uid tlien dying away into a whisper. This alternate 
rise and fall constituted tlie wliole of the nnisie; 
wilicli, excepting the drum of the negroes, cousisting 
of a solid piece of wood, beat by two sticks, was the 
rudest I  had ever heard. It seemed, however, to 
afford infinite satisfaction to those for whose ears it 
was designed : they listened in silence, and when the 
yerformers renched the lieight of screaming, all eyes 
were turned towards us, to sec if wc were not yet 
touched by such mastcr-pieces of melody. At length 
the doors of the pulpería opened, and the músic 
ceased.

u Each of tliese Indians carrieú a burthen of a great 
weight. They in general consisted of a kind of tall 
round basket, or cago, formed of casie and rushes, 
upwards of six feet in lieight, with a conical top, and 
divided into five or síx stages, full of fowls. I  tried to 
lift some of t'hem, and could not estímate their weight 
at less than two hundred English pounds. It is in 
these cagcs that the Indians bring every kind of fowl 
to market, as well as monkcys and parrots, carrying 
them on their backs, supported by a broad strap which
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gocs over the forehead. Iu this manner they tnivel 
uver mountains and valleys, moro tlian a hnndral 
miles, to Carneas, with poultry. The boys begín with 
smnll cages, gradually increasing thc size and weight, 
uiitíl they are able to carry the Iargest, on which 
point there is great emulatiou amongst them.

“ Cióse behiml the village runs the river Tuy, in a 
narrow valley, through which is theroad to Victoria, 
flerc we pass this river, or ratlier go splashing along 
its bed for about fifty yards, when, after a short ride 
on its bank, we pass it again. In this manner vve 
cross or wade along the bed of the river, more thnn 
twenty-ílve times in the space of two loagues, with 
the water generally up to the girth of the saddle; 
such is the narrowness of the valley, and the steepness 
of its sides. A t some places only, fertile spots llave 
been banked in and eultivated 5 but 110 attempt has 
yet been made to form a road along the sido of the 
bilis, althongh all the ohjects of conimerce between 
Caracas and the valleys of Aragoa and Valencia pass 
this way. In other points of view, althongh not 
highly picturesque, the natural beauties of this valley 
are yet sufficient to compensate thc traveller for its 
inconveniences. Sometimos the river, divided into 
several cliannels, runs througli among the trees which 
border the sides of the valley; tlien, suddenly uniting 
into one, it pours along a olear and rapid stream over 
a bed of smooth, rounded stones. Here and there are 
scattered liuge trunks of trees, which have been 
bronght down by the torrents, and now form bridges 
over some divisions of the stream. The steep sidos 
of the valley are generally green, or covered with 
weeds, amongst wliicli we can notice trees, on which 
are large bosses of plastered oartli, the nests of a 
species of ant, fnrnished with long winding passages
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of the same material, by which to reacli tlie ground. 
At length the valley widens; we leave the river, and 
proceeding along the side of tlie hills on our ríght, 
enjoy for some time a view of it as it fíows amid 
various flourishing plantations. In othcr parts, it íb 
cnncealed from us by tall reeds or canes, which grow 
along the banks to tlie height of twenty-five or thirty 
feet, and aro swayed to and fro byono impulse of the 
slightest breeze. Not far from this, we arrive at El 
Consejo, sometimes called Mamou, consisting of ahout 
two hundred poor houscs; but which indicate, by the 
new appearance of many of them, that the place is 
rapidly increasing.”

It is scarcely worth while to mention, perliaps, tliat 
this villíige is one of tlie many which are celebrated 
for possessing a miraculous image of the Virgin. To 
the traveller wlio comes from tlie east, and who has 
been accustomed to the moderate temperature of the 
mountain regions, the plañís of the Tuy will seem 
extremelv hot, the valley of Aragua belng 1,200 feet 
lower thnn that of Caracas; bnt-the nights are of 
a delicious coolness. Slaize, bananas, and the cañe 
are the chief articles cultivated. Indigo was formerly 
grown in tlie Quebrada Seca, a ravine in the chain of 
tlie coast, to the N.W. of the hacienda del Tuy; but 
the cultivation of coffee has becn substituted for it as 
better adapted to the soil." The road from Consejo 
to La Victoria mns toward the S. and S.W. We 
soon lose sight of the Tuy, which leads to the E., 
forming an elbow at the foot of the high mountains *

* In  this ravlnc, a monstrous tree [ h u r a  c r e p i ta n s )  attractcd the 
attontion o f  the leam ed Traveller'; i t  Jay on th e  slope o f  the 
m ountain. T hough its suinm it hrul foeen la im t, th e  lcngth o f its 
tru n k  was still 154 foot; i t  was cight feet in  diam eter ncar Use 
voots, and four foot two inches at Use upper extremity.
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oí' Guayraima. As the valley opens, the ground be- 
comes more level, looking like the hottom of a drv 
lake; and the cultivation improves as the traveller 
draws near the town.

u La Victoria,” says Mr. Semple, u is a scattered 
town, * situated mostlv in a plain, and interspersed 
with gardens and trces; so that it is not easy to form 
an accurate estímate of its extent, unlil after tra« 
versing it in every direction, and viewing it from the 
surrounding heights. Somc of the principal streets 
contain houses equal to those of Caracas; and the 
general appearance, although irregular, is pleasing, 
conveying the idea of something between a town and 
a very large village. The principal officers of the 
militia of the neighbonring valleys of Aragoa, reside 
here, thus making it as it were a seat of government, 
and contributing materially to form the manncrs of 
the inhabitants, such as they are. A large plazn, or 
public s{piare, is marked out, but the houses are-not 
yet comploted. On one side stands the principal 
church, which, although not finished, is, in its inte­
rior, beyond comparison the most heautifnl and best- 
proportioned public edifice that I  saw in the whole 
eountry. Its form is ol>long; and, besides heing large 
and lofty, a simplicity reigns throughout the whole, 
which contrasts most lavourably with all the other 
clmrches of the province. This heautv will prohahly 
vanish, however, in a great degree, with the growing 
prosperity of the town. Its walls and pillars will be- 
come covered with pictures, gilded statues of saints,

* In  lfiOO, however, La V ictoria, with 7,tino inhabitants, still 
ranked only as a village (;»ícWo). T he inhabitants had long solicited 
the title o f  v i l la  and the righ t to  choose a  c a b i ld o , b u t tbe Spanish 
ministry opposed tlieir rap iest, thougli the pompous title  o f city 
liad been granted, a t the solicitaiion o f the Franciscans, to  a few 
groupes o f Indian hu ts on the Orinoco.

i’Airr it. i.
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and altars oí' a grcat variety oí' fonns, adorned with 
lamps and candlesticks. Yet eveu then, in my opi- 
ilion, tlie interior of tlie cluirch oí’ La Victoria will 
remain un hcmourable monument to the metnory of 
the architect by whom it was planned.

“  A river as large as the Tny nms near the town, 
and supplies abundanec of water for the purposes of 
irrigátion. The plantations round arein general ivell 
cultivatcd; and I  liere, for the íirst time, saw the 
spectacle, so novel and so ínteres ti ng to a European, 
of wheat and the sugar-cañe growing cióse together. 
The wheat, which was still green, appeared as fine as 
any I liad cver seen in England, and was not sepa- 
rated, eveu by the sliglitest trench, from extensivo 
ficlds of Otaheitan sugar - canes, by which it was 
enclosed.

“  La Victoria was originally a village peopled with 
Indians, whom the missionaries had collected toge­
ther ; but the goodness of the soil, and tlic advantages of 
the situation, rapidly collected settlers from every part, 
until very few descendants of the first Indian famílies 
now remain. The population is ahout 8,000 souls, 
among whicli are manv Creóle fainilies of distinctio». 
The love of gaming, so general in all the colonies, is 
here carried to grcat cxcess. At the posada whcre I 
stopped, parties asscmbled for that purpose from 
morning to night; and I daily witnessed all the agi- 
tation which this miserable passion excites. The 
most violent quarrels, and even bloodshed, were some­
timos the result; but in general, the anger of the 
parties was satisfied with horrid imprecations and the 
most desperate threats.

“  Althongh generally very healthy, La Victoria 
snffered abont six years ago from a destructive ejii- 
demic disordcr, which aaged throughout the vallevs of
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Aragón and the plains of Valencia. Those who were 
taken iJl, seldom escaped, and their fate was soon de­
termina!. It frequently commenced its ¡ittacks by 
thu head; the patient dropped down wítliout the least 
previous complaínt, and sometimes expired in less 
tlian an liour. So numerous were these instances, 
that persons were employed to go about tlie streets, to 
collect the bodics of those who died tíius suddenly, 
and carry them away íbr intermeat. I  was shewn a 
servant of the posada, who, being subject to epileptic 
fits, liad dropped down in the Street, and been carried 
away with the dead. The bodies were arranged in 
the church prcviously to interment, while the priest 
repeated the usual prayers; in the míddle of which, 
the epileptic man recovered froin his trance, and got 
up as suddenly as he had fallen down. The priest 
ivas disconcerted, and dropped his book; while the 
congregation, no less alarmed, lmrried out of the 
church, or fervently crossed themselves as being un. 
«tille to more.”

The little river Onlanchas, whicli traverses tliis 
town, falls into the Rio Aragua. Tliis fine country, 
thcrcfore, which produces hoth sugar and corn, be- 
longs to the Imsin of the lake of Valencia. The 
height of the cultivated ground is irom 1,G00 to 1,000 
feet above the level of the sea. Except in the inte­
rior of the Island of Cuba, wc scarcely ever find 
European corn cultivated in large quantities in so 
low a región within the tropics. La Victoria and the 
neighhonring village of San Matteo yielded, in líiOO, 
an aunual produco of 4,000 quintáis of wheat. I t is 
sown in December, and reaped ou the seventieth or 
seventy-fifth dny. Wheat yields lierc, as at Buenos 
Ayres, tlirec or íour times as much as in iiorthern coun- 
trii's, tlmt is, nearly sixteen-fold, an acre producing
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from 2,400 to 2,000 Ib. wcight, Yet, the culture of 
tlie sugar-cane is stül mure productive. Two com­
mere! al roads pass through La Victoria; that of 
Valencia or Puerto Cabello, and that of Villa de Cura, 
or tiie camino de ios Llanos. From the littlo hill of 
Calvario ncar the town, the lofty mouutains of La 
Palma, Guayruima, Tiara, and tiuiripa, are seca 
boimding the view to the soutli and south-east, and 
eonceuling the immense steppes of Calabozo. This 
interior ehain stretches to the west, along the Lake of 
Valencia, toward the Villa de Cura and the mountains 
of Guigue. Westward, the smiling valleys of Aragua 
form n vast area covercd with ganlcns, cultivatcd 
iields, clumps of wild trees, farms, and hamlcts. The 
latitudo of La Victoria is 10° 13' 35" N. The town 
has suffered from the combinod effecta of tho eartli- 
quake and the revolution. The reroains of a number 
of houses, destroyed by the same calamity that deso- 
Iated Caracas, are the traces of the former, wliile to 
the latter must be ascribed the striking decreasc of 
the populatíon. In 1004, it is said to have amounted 
to 7,800: in 1823, the inhabitant* are supposed not 
to have been a third of that number.®

From La Victoria, it is a distance of about two 
loagues to tho small but pleasant village of San Mat- 
teo. The road crosses a small ridge, from whicli is 
obtaíned the first view of the Lake of Valencia and 
the grand plain in which it lies. “ This view,” says 
Mr. Semple, “ may be classed among somo of the 
most magniiieent in nature. We beheld, at bréale of 
day, a ricli plain extending befove us to the westward 
more thau iifty miles, a long, regular lino at a great 
distance, which raarked the lake, and the horizon

* L e tte rsfrom  Colombia, p. II.
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bordered with liigh mouutains. After descending 
froni this little lieight, we saw no more of tiie lake, 
until, ai'ter passing the straggling villages of San 
Matteo and Tulmero (Turmero), \ve approached 
Maracay, when it again appeared not far from us.” 
Near San Matteo are seen the last wheat fields, and 
the last milis with horizontal hydraulic wheels. The 
road to Turmero, a distante of four leagues, lies 
through plautations of sugar, indigo, cotton, and 
eoifee; and tobáceo is grown near that village. The 
regularity observable in the construction of all these 
villages, reminds the traveller that tkey all oive their 
foundation to monks and missions. The streets are 
straight and parallel, Crossing each other at right 
angles, a great square, in which the church is erected, 
occupying the centre. Since the missionaries have 
becn succeeded by vicars, the wlutes liave mingled. 
with the Indians, and the latter, as a puré race, gra- 
dually disappear, vvhile the castes increase. Ilum- 
boldt still found, however, four thousund tributary 
Indians in the valleys of Aragua. Those of Turmero 
and Guacara were the most numerous. He describes 
them as of small stature, but less squat than the 
Chaymas, their eyes announcing more vivaelty and 
intelligence, — the effect, probably, of a higher degree 
of civilisation. “ They work by the day as free 
labonrers, and are active and laborious during the 
short time that they allot to labour; but what they 
carn in two montlis, is spent in one week, in pur. 
chasing strong liquors at the small inns, of which, 
unhappily, the numbers daily increase.” On quitting 
Turmero, a very remarkable object at a lcague’s dis- 
tance attracted the attention of the leanied Traveller, 
which had the ap]>earance of a tumulus in the horizon.

It is neither a hill ñor a groupe of trees, but a
i. 2
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single tree,— the l'amous Zamang del Onagre, kuown 
throughout the province for the enomious extent of 
its brunehes, whieh fonn a hemispherio liead 57 G feet 
iu drcumierenco. The zamang is a fine spectes of 
mimosa, tho tortuous branclies ol‘ wliidt are dividcd 
by bifurcaron. Ita delicate and tender ioliage liad a 
pleasing eilect as displayed on the azure of the sky. 
We stoppcd a long time under tliis vegetable roof. 
The place where the tree is fouiui, is callcd El Guayre. 
The trunle of tliis zamang ís only sixty l'eet higli and 
ninc feet in diameter ; its real beauty comists in the 
fonn of its liead. The brunches extend likc an 
immense umbrella, bending toward the ground, frum 
whieh tliey ranain at a uniform distnnee of twelvc or 
fifteen feet. The cireumference of tliis liead is so 
regular, tbat, having traced two different diameters, I 
fouud tliem 192 and 1GG feet. One side of the tree 
was entirely strippcd of its follage, owing to the 
drought: on the other side, there remained at once 
leaves and ílowers. Tillandsías, lorautheaj, cactus- 
pi tahayas, and otlier parasite plants, cover its branches, 
and crack the bavk. The inhabitants of these vil- 
luges, particularly the Indians, liold the zamang del 
Guayre in liigh veneration. The first conquerors 
fouml it almost in the same stato in whieh it now 
reniains; and since it has been observad with atten­
tum, no diange has appearcd in its bulk or height. It 
must be at least as oíd as the Orotava dragon-troc.*

* The dragon-tvee {‘irrwana draco) of Orotava, iu the Island of 
Tencrille, is belween fifty and sixty feet in height; its circuía- 
fcrence uear the roots is forty-five feet; and at ten fcct frían the 
ground, its diameter is twclve feet. Il ha<l altaincd tliis gigantic 
sizc whun the Spaniaríts first laudcd in the island, in the íiftecntli 
ccnlury. The Irutik is divided into a grcat nuinbcr of branches, 
whieh rise in the form oí a candelabrum, and terminate in tufts of
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There is somethiiig soleum and majestic in thc aspuet 
of’ aged trees; and tlie violation of these monuments 
ot' nature is severely punislied iit tliese countries, 
which are destitute oi' monuments of art. We heard 
ivitli satisfaction, tliat thc present proprietor of the 
zamang liad brought an action against a farmer who 
liad liad the temerity to cut off a hranch : the cause 
was tried, and the tribunal condemned the farmer. 
We fimi near Turmero and the hacienda de Citra, 
other zamangs, the trunks of which are larger thaii 
that of Guayre, hut their heniispherical head is not of 
cpial extent.”

From Turmero, the road leads for three leagues 
and a half over an open country covered with hushes, 
which afford shelter to a vast numher of deer, to tlie 
large village of Maracay, formerly the centro of the 
indigo plantations. Fifty yeurs ago, it was but a 
small liamlet; hut in 17!)5, seventy tradesmen liad 
established shops here, and the population had risen 
to (i,000 inhabitants. M. Depons makes it amount, in 
1802, to 8,400. “  It is now,” says Mr, Semple in 
1810, “ a town containing nearly 10,000 inhabitants. 
The principal Street is more than half a mile in 
length, and many of the houses are built of stone. It 
stands near the eastern end of the lake, hut not 
immediately upon it. Charming plantations extern! 
from it in all directions ; and therc is a general air of

•caves, like the yucca of México. At thc time of Humbnldl'.s 
visit, it .stili relained .sufficient vigour to produce botli iiowers and 
fniit ¡mnually ; but iu July Hili), ouc-haif of its cuormous crowu 
feli. It is now a noble ru in ; but the wouiul has becn plastcred up, 
the ilate of tlie misfortunc marked on it, and the great care takcn 
of “  tlie vegelable venerable,” will probably eusure iis surviving 
another ccntury. — See Hu.uuoi.dt, 1‘crs. S a r r .  vol. i. p. 142; 
H cscarches, vol. ii. p. 2UÍ); and Un aham's V vyauc tu  IS /tc J ! , p. Ü5.
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prosperity, and stili more of activity, which I was 
puzzled to account for, imtil I leamed that work hcre 
is chiefly performed by free ¿ahourers, and that che 
use of slaves for the great purposes of society is, com. 
paratively speaking, but little known.” Most of tlie 
houses llave gardens attached to thera; a custom little 
known in this country, and whicli of itself would 
seem to justify the reputation for industry which is 
enjoyed by tlie inhabitants of this village.

The añil, or indigo, of these provinces, has always 
been considered as equal, if not superior, to that of 
Guatimala. “  This branch of culture,” Humboldt 
States, “  has, since 1772, suceeeded to that of cocoa, 
and has giren way, in its turn, to that of cotton and 
coJFee. The predilection of the colonists has been 
alternately fixed on each of those four productions; 
but the cocoa and coffee are now the oniy important 
branches of commerce. To form an idea of the 
immense wealth derived from agriculture in the 
Spanish colonies, it must be recollected, that the 
índigo of Caracas, the valué of which amounted, in 
1704, to upwards of 6,000,000 of francs, was the pro­
duce of four or five square leagues. In the years 
1789—95, between 4 and 5,000 freemen carne annually 
from the Llanos to the valleys of Aragua, to assist in 
the culture and fabrication of índigo. They worked 
during two months by the day. The indigo-plant 
impoverishes the soil where it is cultivated during 
a long series of years, more than any other. The 
lands of Maracay, Tapatapa, and Turmero, are looked 
upon as exhausted; and, indeed, the produce of 
indigo has been constantly decreasing. In proportion 
as the cultivation has declined in the valleys of 
Aragua, it has incrcased in the province of Varinas,
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and iu the burning plains of Cucuta, whére, on tlie 
lianks of the Rio Tachlra, vírgin laúd yields sm abiui- 
dant produce, and of the richest colora-.” *

“ Soon after leaving Maracuy,”  continúes the 
English Travcller, “  we Legan to Lave occasional 
views of the lake, through the trees and bushes which 
border the road. Iíaving procecdcd about three 
leagues, passing a few houses called Tapatapa, tre 
arrived at La Cabrera (t)ie Goat-fold), where stood a 
pulpería, surrounded with a few houses, at the foot of 
a caioareous hill. As the sun was just about to set, 
we ascended this eminence by a winding path formed 
by the uumurous goats tliat browse upen it, and 
enjoyed from the top, a view tho most beautifril that 
can be imaginad. The hiUs of La Cabrera advance 
into tire lake, and thus enable us to see ncarly the 
whole of its extent. This beautiful sheet of water, 
which is upwards of 1,300 feet above the level of the 
sea, exteuds about thirty railes iu a direction from 
E.N.E. to W.S.W., and appears to be about twelve iu 
its greatest breadth. I t rosembles Loch Lomoud iu 
tlie number of small íslands scattered over its liosom, 
amountmg to tweuty-seven; but themountains which 
surround it, although desert, llave not the wild and 
rugged character of those which border the Scottish 
lake. The Southern side, cven viewed at this distance,

* Pers. Navr. vol. Iv. pp. 110—2 0 . Tlie annuat mean exporta of 
índigo from 1774 to  1778, by way of L a Gnayra, was 20,000 Ib. In 
I/!«>, tliey luid gradually risen to  740,WW Ib., exclusivo of tiie con- 
traband traite, whtch is supposcd to liavo am oiuited to  1 C0,I*H0 Ib. 
more. Tile total produce o f Venezuela, in  the most prosperous 
limes, was 40,0*10 arrobas (or a  milliou of pouuds), the valué 
of which exccedcd 1,250,0011 doltars. T lia t o f G uatim ala did not 
excced 60,000 arrobas. “  But the Enst India Company, which, iu 
1786, did not draw from Us vast possessions more litan 200,(XHI Ib., 
sohl in London, in 1010, upwards o f  5,000,000 Ib.”
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is highly pictnresque, the water approatóhing cióse to 
tlie foot of the hills ; which, being covered with 
forests of mimosas and broad-leaved bananas, liave a 
softness and luxuriancy which cannot be surpassed. 
At both ends of the lake, the country is level, soon 
terminatüig to the eastward in the hills which shut in 
the valley of La Victoria, but extending to the South­
west beyond Valencia, further than the eye can reacb. 
The whole of this grand scene was now enriched with 
all the soft tints which the sun, just sunk below the 
horizon, could impart in this delightful climate. The 
tops of the highest mountains still glowed with fire, 
but a purple light reigned in the valleys, and a soberer 
tint was spread over the surface of the lake. Upon it 
appeared at a distance, a small solitary sail, being the 
first that in the knowledge of man was here ever 
spread. From a knowledge of this circumstance we 
viewed it with some interest, as the genn of futuro 
improvement and utiltfcy. Nothing can shew more 
strongly the great room for improvement in this 
country, than the simple fact to which I  liave 
alluded, of boats with sails having never yet been «sed 
by the inhabitants of the borders of tlie Lake of 
Valencia. Although separated from the sea by only 
a single range of hills, and using small boats on 
the lake for the parpóse of fishing, it is somewhat 
singular, that, in the courso of more than two cen­
turias, none of them should liave thought of using 
a sail. A natíve of Biscay, settled in Valencia, 
liad now first tried tlie experiment, and it fonned 
no small part of the conversation of those who were 
¡tssembled at the Pulpería of La Cabrera.”

This place has subsequcntly acquired a mournful 
celebrity in the annals of the revolutionary war, each 
party having obstinatcly disputed the possession of
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the fort, which eomraands the roacl to Valencia and 
the Llanos. An arni of the granític chain of the 
coast, called the promontory of Portachuelo, here 
stretches southward into the plain, and would 
almost cióse the valley, were it not separated by a 
narrow defile from the rock of La Cabrera. The 
latter, which now forms a peninsula, was a rocky 
island in the lake as lately as the middle of the last 
century, the wàters having gradually receded; and 
they are stili diminishing.

Iu the course of the next five leagues, the travcller 
passes the small hamlets of Mariara, Agua Blanca, 
Cura, San Joaquín, and Guacara. The latter, as 
well as Turmero, Maracay, Cura, and almost every 
point of the valley of A ragua, has its mountain road, 
termiuating at one of the small ports on the coast. 
Throughout this distance, though the route passes 
very close to the lake, it is concealed frozn view by 
the luxuriant vegetation. From Guacara to Valentia 
is a distance of four leagues, through a country mostly 
open and eonstantly level. The wholc of the im­
mense plain on which the traveller has now entered, 
presents, indeed, every appearance of having formerly 
been covered with water. I t  is in general level up to 
the very bases of the surronnding hilis, and the soil 
has evidently been levelled and abandoned by the 
waters. As the road approaches Valencia, it winds 
near the foot of some high and steep rocks, forming a 
kind of pass, innnediately beyond which is gained the 
fii'st view of the town, situated on small slopes, and 
open on every side. The country has now assumed a 
very arid appearance. The white lhnestone hilis, called 
the Morros de Valencia, contribute greatly, by re- 
flecting the rays of the sun, to inevease the heat of 
this place. “  Every thing,”  says Humboldt, “  seems
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smittcn wltli sterility. Scarcely are a few cocoa-plants 
fou ml on the banks of the Rio de Valencia, and tlic 
rest -of the plain is bare and destitute of vegetation. 
The appearance of sterility is herc attributed, as it is 
every where in the valleys of Aragua, to the cultiva- 
tion of indigo.

The city of New Valencia stauds about three miles 
to the west of the lake. It is twelve years older 
than Caracas, having been fotuuled in the yeav lflóó, 
by Alonzo Díaz Morena, as a statíon from whích to 
ndvanee on the valley of Caracas. It was at first 
dependent on Bnrlmrata, whích is now nothing more 
than a place of emharkation for mules. Its advnnta- 
geous position, as a centre of commimication hetween 
l’uerto Cabello and the inland towns, has rnised it 
into a place of considerable importance. At the time 
of Humboldt’s visit, tlic populatiozv m'íis only hetween 
six and seven thousand souls, but, in 1810, it 
amounted to upwnrds of 10,000. w The inhabitants,” 
saya M. Lavaysse, “  are nearly all Creóles, the de- 
scendants of ancient Biscayan and Canary famílies. 
There is great indnstry and comfort in this town. 
It is as large as a European town of 24,000 souls, 
hecause the greater part of the houses have only a 
ground-floor, and many of thom Jiavo gardens. Pifty 
years ago, its inhahitants passed for the most indolent 
in the country. They all pretended to be descended 
from the ancient compierors, and could not conceive 
it possible for them to exercise any other function 
tlian the military proí'ession, or to cultívate the land, 
withont degrading themselves. Thns, they livcd in 
the most ahject misery on a singularly fertile soil. 
Their ideas havesince completely changed; they have 
applied themselves to agricnlture and commerce, and 
tlie grtmnds in the neighbourhood ave well eultivated
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Valencia is the centre of a considerable trade betiveen 
Caracas and Puerto Cabello.” * Humboldt. States, 
tlint, ivheu be ivas there, mauy of tbe Whites, espe- 
cially of tbe poorer sort, ivould forsake their bouses, 
and pass tbe gveater part of tbe year in tbeir little 
plamations of indigo and cotton, ivhere tbev might 
venture to work ivith their own hamls; “ wbich, ac- 
conling to tbe inveterato prejudices of that country, 
ivould be a dísgrace to tbem in the tomi.”  The in. 
dustry of the inbabitants ivus begiiming to awake, 
and the cultivation of cottoh liad considerably aug- 
mented, since Puerto Cabello had been opened, as a 
puerto mayor, to vessels direct írom tbe mother 
country.

Tlieve is nothi ng striking, according to Mr. Semple, 
in the appearnnce of the toivn. Some oftbe streets. 
he says, are tolerably well built, but tlie bouses are 
mostly loiv and irregular, and the principal church,-¡- 
ivhich stands on tbe enstern side* of the great square, 
is hy no means equal to that of La Victoria, either in 
its si/.e or its proportions. The streets are very bread; 
the dimensions of tbe plaza, mayor aro “ excessive;” 
and, the houses being low, the disproportion betiveen 
the population and the sjiace ivhich the toivn occupies, 
is still greater than at Caracas. Tbe Autliov of Let- 
ters from Colombia thus describes the appearance 
ivhicli it presented in 1823, at the time that it ivas the 
head quarters of the patriot army investing Puerto Ca­
bello. There ivere then about two tliousand troops in 
the toivn, mnong ivhom ivere most of the English ivbo 
liad survived the sevcral campaigns. “  Tbe entrante

* Lavaysse, p. 09.
t  There is init one parlsh, but a  second church ivas buiit in 

1"IU 1)>- the Canariam, añil illa FniiuNcaiK havs a very ncil 
church attached to their monas tery.

3‘AIU' ÍJ. M
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to the town is by a good bridge of three arcbes, built 
of stone and brick, and described as the best liy far of 
any in tbe Republie. The Gloríela attached to it, is 
a large circular seat, enclosing an area where the in- 
habitants ineet in the evening for dancing- and lesti- 
vity. This is, in i'act, the only públic promenade. 
Of the f'ew benefits bestowed ou the country by the 
Spaniards, this is one. The bridge and Glorieta weve 
erected by Morales not many years since. The town 
contains many large houses, the bese of which are 
oceupied by the military: a greater number are in 
ruins, presenting a further memento of the ravages 
committed by the earthquake. The population is not 
proportioned to its present size. In this, as well as 
in respect to its resources, the prolongad and harassing 
war has leí't behind it most melaneholv memorials.” 

I t has been regretted, and “ perhaps justly,” Hurn- 
boldt says, that Valencia was not made tbe capital, 
instead of Caracas, under the colonial government. 
“  Its situation in a plain, on- the banks ol' a lake, re- 
calls to mind the position of México. When we 
reflect on the easv communication which the valleys 
of Aragua furnish witli the Llanos and the rivers 
that ílow into the Orinoco, and recognise the possi- 
hility of opening an inland navigatum, by the Rio 
Pao ami the Portuguesa, as far as the mouths of the 
Orinoco, the Cassiquiare, and the Amazona,— it will 
appear, that the capital of the vast provinces of Vene- 
zuda would liave been better placed near tbe fine 
harbour of Puerto Cabello, beneath a puré and serene 
sky, than near the unsheltered road of La Guayra, 
in a temperate Imt constantly foggy valley. Situated 
near the kingdom of New Granada, and betwecn the 
fertile corn-lands of La Victoria and liarquesimeto, 
the citv of Valencia ought to liave prospered; Imt,
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notwithstanding thexe advantages, it has hcen unable 
to maintaiu the contest with Caracas, which, during 
two centuries, has drawn away a great number of its 
inhabitan ts.”

The advantages of the situation have one drawback, 
however, in the incredible number of ants which 
infcst the spot where Valencia is placed. Their ex- 
cavations resemble subterraneous canals, which, in the 
rainy season, are lilled with water, and become 
very dangerous to the buildings, by occasíoning a 
siuking of the ground. To set against this, there 
is an opening {abra) in the cordillera of the coast, 
in the meridian of Valencia, by which a cooling 
sea-breeze penetrales into the valley every eveni n g : 
the breeze rises regularly two or three hours after 
simset.

LA K E O F VALEN CIA  OH TACARIGUA-

T he valleys of Aragua form a narrow basin, 
endosed by grauitie and calcareous mountains of 
nneqnal height. On tile north, the Sierra Hartara 
separates this basin from the sea-coast; towards the 
south, the chain of Guacimo and Ynsma serves as 
a rampart against the heated air of the steppes ; wliile 
groupes of hills, high cuough to determine tito course 
oí' the water», cióse this basin on tho east and west, 
libo transverse dikes. These hills occur hetwecn the 
Tuy and La Victoria, and on the road from Valencia 
to Nirgua. “ From this extraordinary coniiguration 
of the land,”  saya Hnmboldt, “  the lítele rivers of 
the valleys of Arngua form a peculiar system, and, 
instead of hearing their waters to the ocean, are 
••ollected in an inland labe, wherc, suhject to the 
píwcrl'ul infli'.cnce of evaporatiou, they lose them-
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selves, ¡f we may «se the expression, in the atino- 
sphere. On tlie existence of these rivers and the 
lake, tlie fertility of the soil, and- the produce of 
cultivation in these valleys, depend. The aspect of 
the spot and the experience of half a century prove, 
that the level of the waters is not invariable: the 
waste by evaporation, and the increase from the 
waters runníng into the lake, do not constantly 
balance each otlier. As the lake is 1,000 feet above 
the neighbouring steppes of Calabozo, and 1,332 feet 
above the'lcvel of the ocean, it has been suspected 
that tliere are subterranean Communications and fil- 
trations; and the appearance of new islands, occa- 
sioned by the gradual retreat of the waters, has Jed 
to the apprehension that the lake may one day become 
entirely drv.

“  The Lake of Valencia, called by the Indians 
Tacarigua, excels in magnitude the Lake of Neuf- 
chatel in Switzerland, hut, in its general form, has 
more resemblanee to the Lake of Geneva, which is 
nearly at the same height above the level of the sea. 
Tlie slope of the groimd in tile valleys of Aragua, 
tends towards the S. and W .; that part of the basin, 
therefore, which has remained covered with water, is 
nearer the Southern cliain of mountains, those of 
Guigne, Yusma, and Gnacimo, which stretch toward 
the high savannas of Ocumare. The opposite banks 
of the lake exhibit a singular contrast. Those on the 
South are desert and almost uninhabited, and a screcn 
of liigh mountains gives tliem a gloomy and mono- 
tonous aspect. The northern shore, on the contrary, 
is cheerful, pastoral, and adorned with the rich cul­
tivation of the sugar-cane, the coffee-plant, and 
cotton. Paths bordered with cestrums, azedaracs, 
and otlier shrubs always in flower, cross the plain.
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and join the scatterecl farms. Every house is sur- 
rounded with clurnps of trees. The ceiba-paim witli 
its large yellow flowers, mingling its branehes with 
tho.se of the purplc erithryna, gives a peculiar 
dmracter to the landscape. This mixture of vivid 
vegetable colours contrasts with tlie uniform tint of 
::n undouded sky. In the season of drought, when 
the hurning soil is covered with an undulating vapour, 
artificial irrigations preserve the verdure and fer- 
tility. Here and there, tiie granitic rock pierces 
through the cultivated ground. Enonnous rocky 
masses rise abruptly in the midst of the valley, bare 
and forked, but nourisliing a few succulent plañís, 
which prepare moukl for cultivation in future ages. 
Often, at the summit of these lonely hills, a figTtree, 
or a clusia with its fleshy leaves, that has fixed 
its roots in the rock, towers over the landscape. 
With their dead and withered branehes, they look 
like signáis erected on a steep cliff. The fonn of 
these mounts betrays the secret of their ancieut 
origin : when the whole of tlie valley ivas iilled with 
water, and the waves beat at the foot of the peaks of 
Mariara, the Hincón del Diablo (devil’s wall), and 
the cordillera of the eoast, these rocky hills were 
slioals or islets.*

“ Aecording to astronomical oliservations, the 
length of the lake, in its present state, from Oagna to

* Pers. N arr. rn l. iv. p. 130, &c. This contrast between the 
opposite shores of the lake, recaücil th a t which is prescntetl 
by tito cultivated .and fcriile Pays de Vaud and tire mountainous 
and half-descrt country o f  Chablais, on the opposite side o f the 
Lake of Geneva. “  B ut I  do not im agine,” say» the learned 
IVritev, “  tliat I  present the reader with clearer images o r more 
precise ideas, by com paring our landscapcs w ith thosc of the 
eípdnoctial regions. I t  cannot be too often repeated, tha t N ature 
nuder every zone, w hctlier wild or cultivated, smiling or majestic, 
«lisj’lays an individual character.”
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Guayos, is ten leagues, or 28,000 toises. Its breadtli 
is very nnequal, no where surpassing 6,500 toises: 
most commonly, it is but four or íive miles across.* 
Oviedo, ín liis Ilistory of Venezuela, published in 
1/28, gives this ‘ inland sea’ fourteen leagues in 
length and six in breadtli. lie  States, tlrnt, at a small 
distance from the shore, the lead finds no bottom, 
and that large floating islands cover tbe suríace of the 
waters, which are constantly agitated by the winds. 
No importance can be attached to estimates which, 
without being founded on any measurement, are ex- 
pressed in leagues, reckoned in the coloides at 3,000,
5,000, and 6,650 varas.f What is more worthy of 
attention, is the assertion of the same writer, that 
the town of Nueva Valencia d'el Rey ivas built, in 
1555, at the distance of half a league from the lake, 
and that the proportion of the length of the lake to 
its breadtli, ivas as seven to three. At present, the 
town of Valencia is separated from the lake by level 
ground of more than 2,700 toises, wliich Oviedo 
would douhtless have estimated as a league and a 
half, and the length of the lake is to its breadtli as 
10 to 2-3, or as 7 to 1-6. The appearance of the soil 
between Valencia and Guigue, the little hills that riso 
abruptly in the plain, some of which (as E l Islote 
and La Isla de la Negra, or Caratapona) have even 
preservad the ñame of islands, sufliciently prove that 
tlie waters have retired considerably since the time of

* M. Dcpons, on “  the concurrent testim ony o f” liis “  own 
oyes, and tha t of the intelligciuSpaniards residing in thevicin ity ,1' 
maltes it extern! thirtcen leagues an d a  half from  E.N .If. toW .S .W ., 
and its greatest breadtli, lie says, is four leagues. («o!, i. p. 7L)

t  T h e  la tler is tlic legua nautica (ülj.'it toises), 20 in a degree. Cis- 
neros, in 1 7 1 1 7 , maltes Dio ¡alte la  leagues long and abou tsix  broad i 
and another Spanish w riter assigns it 10 Castilian leagues, by 3 t 
in breadth.
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Oviedo. With respect to the change in the general 
form of the lake, it appears to me improbable that, in 
tbe seventcenth rentury, its breadth ivas nearly lialf 
its lengch. The situation oí' the granitio mountains 
of Mariara and ¡Guigue, and the slope of the ground, 
which rises more rapidiy toward the N. and S. than 
tmvard the E. and \V\, are alikc repugnant to this 
suppositio».

“ I have no douht,” continues the learned Traveller, 
“  that, in very remóte times, the whole valley, from 
the foot of the mountains of Cocuyza to those of Torito 
and Nirgua, and from La Sierra de Mariara to the 
chain of Guigue, of Guacimo, and La Palma, ivas hlled 
vith water. Every ivhere, the form of the promon­
torios, and tlieir steep dedivities, seem to indícate 
the sh'ore of an alpino lake, similar to those of Styria 
and Tvrol. The same little helicites, the same valvaj, 
ivhich nmv live in the Lake of Valencia, are found, in 
layers of three or four feet, in the islands, as far as 
Turmero and La Concesión near I/a Victoria. These 
facts undouhtedly prove a retreat of the ivaters; but 
notliing indicates that this retreat has continued 
from that remóte period to our days. The valleys of 
A ragua are one of the parts of Venezuela the most 
anciently pcoplcd; and yet, thcre is no mention in 
Oviedo, or any other oíd chronicler, of a sensible 
diminution of the lake. Ought ive simply to suppose, 
that this phciioineium escaped tlieir observatio», at a 
time ivlien the ludían population far extended tlie 
white, and when the hanks of the lake ivere less in- 
hahited? Within liulf a century, and particularly 
within these thirty year-s, the natural desicoation of 
tliis great basin has excited general attention. We 
fmd vast spaces of laúd that ivere fonnerly inundatcd, 
noiv dry, and alrcadv cultivated vith plantains, sugar-

137
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tañes, or cotton. Wherever a hut is erected on the 
íiank of the lake, we see the shore receding from year 
to yeivr. We discover islands which, in consequente 
of the retreat of the waters, scarcely hegin to be 
joined to the continent, as the rocky island of Culebra, 
on the side of Guigue; other islands already form 
promontories, as the Morro bctween Gnigue and 
Nueva Valencia, and La Cabrera, south-east of Ma- 
riaraj others now riso in the islands, like scattered 
hills. Among these last, so easily recognised at a 
«listante, sotoc are only a quarter of a mile, others a 
league from the present shore. I  shall cite as the 
most reinavkable, three granític islands, thirty or forty 
.toiscs high, on the road from Hacienda de Cura to 
Aguas Calientes; and at the ivestern extremity of 
the lake, the Scrrito de Don Pedro, Islote, and Cara- 
tapona. On visiting two islands * entirely surrounded 
5>y water, we found, in the midst of brushwood, on 
small flats of four, síx, and even eight toises height 
above the surface of the lake, fine sand mixed with 
helicites, anciently deposited by the waters. In each 
of these islands may i>e perceived the most ceitain 
traces of the gradual sinking of the waters. But 
still further, and this accident is regarded by the in- 
liabitants as a mavvellons phenomenon, ial796, three 
new islands appeared to the east of the island Caiguira, 
in the same direction as the islands Burro, Otama, 
and Zorro. These new islands, ealled by the people 
los nuevos Peñones, or las Aparecidas, form a kind of 
banks, with surfaces quite flat. They rose already, 
in 1800, more tban a foot above the mean levcl o f the 
waters.”

* “ Isla de Cura and Calió Blanco. T he p ro inontoryof Cabrera 
has been conncctcd with ihe shore ever since the ycar 1730 or i/firt, 
by a  vale whkh bears the ñame of Poriachuelo.”
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It is manifest, ihat the lake cannot liave beeu con- 
stantly contracting at the present rate, from the first 
discovery of the country. For ages, the wàters had 
contained themselves within the same límits, the 
equilibrium heing maintaincd between tlie supply of 
the rivers and evaporation; and the first great cliange 
in the boundaries of the lake must be referred to a 
period long antecedent to historical times. The in- 
babitants, little acqnamted with the effects of evapo­
ration, liave imagined that the lake must havo a sub- 
terranean outlet; and even M. Depons is disposed to 
adopt this opinión as liighly probable. “  The watera 
of twenty rivers,” * he says, “  are discharged into it 
without any visible outlet. It is six leagues from the 
sea, and the space which separates tliem is filled with 
inaccessible mountains. It is the more diffioult to 
accouut for its having no visible outlet, as it rccc-ives 
rivers on all sides, which proves it to he a perfect 
basin.”  Modern Science, however, has shewn, that 
evaporation is a cause quite adequate to explain the 
phenomenon of lakes fcd by rivers, yet having no 
channel by which to discharge their waters.-f* The 
Lake of Tacarigua is 222 toises (1332 feet) above the 
ocean; the Caspian Sea is 54 toises (324 feet) lower 
than the ocean. With regard to both, the same 
hypothesis of a subterranean gulf or channel has been

'* M. Ilum bold t says, “  twclve o r fourteen,” o f  which he enu­
meratos, th e  Ríos cie Aragua, T urm ero , M aracay, Tapatapa, 
Aguas Calientes, M ariara, Cura, G uacara, G uataparo, V alenda, 
and the Cano Grande de Cambury. Most o f  these deserve only 
the nam e of torrents or brooks.

t  See the account o f the Dead Sea in  Mod. T rav ., Palestino, 
p. ¿'53; and th e  Vallcy of Salt, Syria, &c. vol. i. p . 30Í). See also 
the account o f  the lakes A k-Shehr and Bulw udun, ib., vol. ii. 
p. 300. And for the account o f  th e  dhninution o f  the Mexican 
lakes, sce México, vol. i. p. 2G3, &c.
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had receñirse to, though it is well known, that fluids, 
communicatiug by a lateral channel, must find the 
same level.

The present extent of surface in the Lake of 
Tacarigua is 10(5,500,000 square toíses. The volunte 
of water which it receives from the various torrents, 
ít would be difficult to ascertain. I t must vary con- 
siderabíy, not only as the streams are greatly swelled 
in tlie rainy season, but as, duríng the dronght, a 
large portion of water is diverted from the rivers, for 
the purpose of irrigating the plantations. No men» 
tion, however, is made by any of tho writers we have 
consulted, of the precise increase and decrease of the 
lake at different seasons of the year. But if heretofore 
the waste occasioncd by evaporation lias been constantly 
repaired by an equal snppiyfrom the rivers, how are 
we to accoimt for the depression of the waters of the 
lake, which luis been perceptibly going fonvard for tho 
lust fifty years ? “  Without having recourse to any
occult cause,”  says M. Depons, “  the reason of that 
rapid and continual diminution is found in tlie in- 
creased use wliich the inhabitants bave made of the 
waters of the rivers to refresli their plantations. 
These waters, diffused over a considerable surface, 
evaporate, or become an elementary principie of vege» 
tation, and are consequently lost to the general reser- 
voir, which, as ít receives less water, must necessari ly 
decrease.”  M. Hnmboldt adverts to other circum­
stantes which tlirow further light on the phenomenon. 
“  The changes which the destmotion of the forests, 
the clearing of the plains, and the cultivation of 
índigo, have produced, within half a century, in the 
quantity of water flowing in, together with the evapo- 
ration of tlie soil and the dryncss of the atmospliero, 
present,”  he rcmarks, w causes suflicientlv powerful
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toexplain the successive dhninution of the lake. By 
felling the trees that cover the tops and the sides 
oí’ mountains, men in every climate prepare at once
two calamities for future generations,_the want of
fuel, and a scarcity of water. Trees, by the nature 
of their respiration, and the radiation from their 
leaves in a sky without clouds, surround themselves 
with an atmosphere constantly cool and misty. They 
affect the copiousness of springs, not, as was long be- 
lieved, by a peculiar attraction í'or the vapours dilfused 
through the air, but becanse, by sheltering the soil 
from the direct action of the sun, they diminish the 
evaporation of the water pvoduced by rain. When 
l'orests aro destroved, as they are every where in 
America by theEuropean planters, with an imprudent 
precipitation, the springs are entirely dried up, or 
become less abundant. The beds of the rivers, re- 
maining dry during á part of the vear, are converted 
into torrents, whenever great rains fall 011 the heights. 
Tlie sward and moss disappearing with the brush- 
wood from tlie sidos of the mountains, the waters 
falling in rain, are no Ionger impeded in their course ; 
and instead of slowly augmenting the level of the 
rivers by progressive filtrations, they furrow, during 
heavy showers, the sities of the hills, bear down the 
loosened soii, and fovm those sudden inundations 
that devastate the country. Iience it results, that 
the destruction of forests, the want of permanent 
springs, and the existence of torrents, are three phe- 
nomena closely connected together. Countries that 
are sitúate in opposite hemispheres, Lombardy, bor- 
dered by the chain of the Alps, and Lowcr Peni, eu- 
elosed between the Paeilic Ocean and the cordillera of 
the Andes, exhibit striking proofs of the justness of 
tliis assertion.
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“ Tlll the mícjJlc ©f the last centtirv, the mountains 
that surronnd the valleys of Aragua, were covered 
witli forests. Great trees, of the families of mimosa, 
ceiba, and the fig-tvee, shaderl and sprcad coolness 
along the lanks of the lake. The plain, tlien thinly 
inhabited, was filled witli bruslnvood, interspersed 
with trunks of scattereil trees and parasite plants, 
cnveloped with a thick sward, less capable of emitting 
radiant caloñe th¡m the soil that is cnltivated and 
therefore not slieltcred from the rays of the suu. 
With the destruction of trees, and the incresse of the 
cultivation of sugar, indigo, and cotton, the springs 
and all the natural supplies of tile Lake of Valencia, 
ha ve diminisked i rom year to year.”

ín  far.t, íiumholdt says, since the increase of agri­
cultura! industry in the valleys of Aragua, the little 
rivers that run into the lake, can no longer he eon- 
sidered as real supplies during the first six montlis of 
the year. They remain dried up in the lower pan 
of their conree, owing to the trenches made by the 
planters to water their grounds. Moreovor, the Rio 
Pao, a pretty considerable river which formerly joined 
tlie Cano de Cambury, having a course from soutli to 
north, has been turned into a ncw channel, and, in- 
stead of contributing its waters to tlie lake, now falla 
ultimately into the Portuguesa, abrandi of the Apure. 
“  A t the end of the seventecnth century, the pro- 
pñetor of a neighbouring plantation thought proper 
to dig, at the back of the hill, a new bed for the Rio 
Pao. lie turned the river, and, after employing 
parí of tlie water for the irrigation of bis fields, he 
caused the rest to flow at a venture toward the S., 
folloiving the declivity of the Llanos. The river has 
scooped itsclf out a bed so deep and broad, that, in 
the rainy season, when the Cano Grande de Cambury
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iimmlates all the land to the N.W. of Cruigue, the 
waters of tliis Cano, and those of the Lake of Valenda, 
ilow back into the Rio Pao itself; so that this river, 
instead of adding water to the lake, tends ratlier to 
carry it away.” Thcse circumstances, together witli 
the grcat droughts whieh prevailed for the ten years 
precediug Ilumboldt’s visit to the equinoctial regions, 
seem suificiently to account for the diminution of the 
lake; but the apprehension that it would speedily he 
dried up, he treats as wholly chimerical. The ques- 
tion, indeed, was at one time under diseussion at 
Caracas, whether it would not be advisable, iu order 
to give greater extent to agriculture, to conduct the 
waters of the lake into the Llanos, by digging a canal 
towards the Pao. The project would not be imprac­
ticable ; but how, he remarles, can it be doubted for a 
moment, that the lake aloae spreads fertility over 
this country ? u Deprived of the enormous mass of 
vapours whieh the surface of the waters sends forth 
daily into the atmosphere, the vallevs of Aragua 
would become as dry and barren as the surrounding 
mountains.”

The mean deptli of the lake is from twelve to fifteen 
fathoms; the deepest parts are not above forty 
fathoms. In general, the Southern part of the basin 
is deeper than the northorn. The temperature at 
the surface, in the month of February, was constantly 
from 23° to 23'7° (cent, ther.),—a little helow tho 
mean temperature of the air. This tropical lake 
possesses one striking advantage over those of the 
Alps, in heing full of islands, whieh embellish the 
scenery by the picturesque form of their rocks and 
tiieir rich vegetation. Thcse islands are fifteen in 
ntnnher, and form three groupes; viz. to the north, 
near the shore, the Isla dc Cura ; to the S.E., Burro,
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//orno, Otama, iJorro, Caiguira, and IVweeos Peñones, 
or tlie new Aparecidas ; to tile NAV., Cabo Blanco, 
or /*?« de Aces, and Chamberg ; to the S.W., Brucha 
and Calebra; in the centre of the lake rise, Iike small 
detached rocks, Vagve, Fraile, Peñasco, and /Víu de 
Azúcar. Tliey are partly cultivated and extremely 
fertile. Burro, the largest, Is two miles in lengtli, 
and is inhubited by some mestizóos, who rear goats, 
and live on the milk, with bananas, cassava, and a 
little fish, seldom visitiiig the neíghbonring shore. 
The lake is in general tolerably well stocked witli 
fish, but there are only three kinds, the guanina, the 
vagra> and the sardina, the fiesh of all of wliich is 
soft and insipid. The guavina is extremely voraciims, 
and destroys the other two species, which deseend into 
the lake by the streams that flnw into it. Thecata-, a 
small species of crocodile, from tliree to four feet in 
length, is also said to contrihute to the destruction of 
the fish. I t  is believed to be otherwise liarmless. 
There are no largo alligators in the lake, or in the 
rivera that flow into it, though that dangerous animal 
abounds a few leagnes off, in the streams that flow 
into the Apure, or the Orinoco, or immediatoly into 
the Caribbean Sea, between Puerto Cabello and La 
Guayra. The island of Chamberg is remarkabie for 
its lieight. I t is a rock of gneíss, with two summits 
joined in the form of a saddle, rising two limidred 
feet above the surfaee of the water. The whole cífect 
of the lake and of its riehly cultivated shores, is 
liighly picturesque, partieularly aí'ter sunset, when 
thousands of herons, fiamingoes, wild ducks, and 
other aqiuitic birds, cross the lake to roost in the 
islands. Then, too, very frequently, the broad zone 
of mountains that closes the horizon, muy be seen 
covered with ilre. The mliabitants, in order to pro.
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duce fresher and tíner grass, set fire to the meadows ; 
and these vast conflagrations, extending sometimos 
over a tract six thousand feet in length, and reaching 
to the very summits of the mountains, whicli abonad 
with gramineous plants, appear like streams of lava 
overflowing the ridge. When reposing on the hanks 
of the lake in one of those beautiful evenings peculiar 
to the tropics, it is delightful, Humboldt says, to con­
template in the waves that beat the shore, the reflec- 
tion of the red fires that inflame the horizon. M. De- 
pons says: “  The birds whicli constantly abide in 
the vicinity of the lakes, afford continual delight by 
the diversity of their species, the vivid colours of their 
plumag'e, and the variety of their notes, some of whieh 
are exquisitely melodious.” A great many reptiles of 
the lizard kind arefonnd on thehorders, one of whieh, 
the iguana, is eaten by the natives. The immediate 
vicinity of the lake has been deemed unhealthy, but 
it beeomes so, Humboldt says, only in times of great 
drought, when the retreating waters leave a muddy 
sediment exposed to the ardent heat oí the sun. The 
lilaceous plants and other aquatic vegetation on its 
banks, remind the European of the marshy sliores of 
his own lakes, tliough, on examination, they ave 
found to differ specifically.

Among the rivers that fall i uto the lake, some ori­
gínate in thermal springs, whieh gush out at tliree 
points of the granitic cordillera of the coast ; near 
Onoto, betweenTurmero and Maracay; near Mariara, 
to the N.E. of the Hacienda de Cura; and near Las 
Trincheras, on the road from Valencia to Puerto 
Cabello. In ascending the small river Cura, the 
mountains of Mariara are seen advancing into the 
pluin in the form of a vast amphithcatre, eomposed of 
perpendicular rocks crowned witli rugged peaks. It
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is tlie central point of this rango which bears the 
strange ñame of E l Rincón del Diablo. The ranga 
stretching eastward, is callcd E l Chaparro ; that 
to the westward, Las Viruelas. Nothing can he 
more solemn and picturesque than tliis groupe of 
mountains half-coverod with vegetation. During 
the rains, a considerable sheet of water rushes, in 
tlie fonn of a Cascade, from the central cliffs. Xn the 
eastern range, which is mueh less loftv, is found the 
quebrada de aguas calientes (ravine of hot waters). 
There are five springs (pozos), which are slightly 
impregnated with sulpliuretted hydrogen, and vary 
in temperature from 5G° to 59° (cent, ther.) It is 
only in the rainy season that the waters form a 
torrent, and their heat is then greatly diminished. 
South of the ravine, in the plain that extends toward 
the shore of the lake, another hydro-sulphurous 
spring gusbes out, of much lower temperature. The 
water is collected in a circular basiu, surrounded with 
large trees, which is from íifteen to eighteen feet in 
diameter, and three feet deep. “ The unhappy 
slaves,” says Hnmboldt, “  throw themselves into this 
bath at the cióse of the day, when covered with dust 
from having worked in the neighbouring fields of 
indigo and sugar-canes. Though the water of this 
bath is from 12” to 15” hotter than the air, the 
Blacks cali it refreshing. We ourselves experienced 
its salutary effeets. After getting out of the bath, 
while, half-wrapped in a sheet, we were drying our­
selves in the sun, according to the custom of the 
country, a little man of the mulatto race approached 
us. After bowing gravely, he mude us a long speech 
on the virtues of the waters of Mariara, on the num- 
bers of sick by whom they have been visited for some 
years past, and on the fortunate situation of the

1 9 6
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springs between two towns, Valencia and Caracas, 
where the neglect of morid conduct is inereasing 
every day. He shewed us his house, a little hut 
covered with palm-leaves, and sitúate in an enclosure 
at a small distance, on the bank of a rivulet that com- 
municates with the bath. He assured us, that wc 
.should there find all the conveniences of life ; nails to 
suspend our hammocks, ox-leatber to stretch over 
benches made of reeds, earthen vases ahvays filled 
with cool water, and what, next to the bath, woukl be 
most salutary to us of all, those great lizards {iguanas) 
the flesh of which is known to be a refreshing ali- 
menf. We judged from his harangue, that the poor 
man took us for sick persons who were come to stay 
«car the spring. His comiséis and offers of hospitality 
were uot altogether disinterested. He entitled him- 
self ‘ the inspector of the waters and pulpero * of the 
place.’ Accordinglv, all his obliging attentions to us 
ceased as soon as he lieard that \ve were simply come 
to satisfy our curiosity; or, as they express it in the 
coloides, which are the land of idleness, para ver, no 
mas, ‘ to see, and nothing more.’ ”

The hot springs of La Trinchera,-f- which are 
found three lcagues to the north of Valencia, are sup. 
posed to be, next to the springs of Urijino in Japan, 
the hottest in the world. Instead of gnshing out 
to the south of the monntains, like those of Mariara 
and Onoto, they issue from the eliain itself, almost at 
its northern declivity, and form a rivulet, which, 
oven during seasons of the greatest drought, is two 
feet deep and eighteen wide. The temperature of

* l’ropríetor o f  a  p u l p e r í a ,  o r liu le  shop, where entables and 
drmkables are soid.

t  So cnllcd from  the m ud fortifications thrown up  by some 
Krench frcebootrrs who saeked Valencia in 1G77-
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the water is 90.3° cent. thor. Eggs plunged ¡uto it 
are boiled in less than four minutes. The spring 
is strongly impregnated with sulpliurettcd hydrogen, 
and tlie evaporation fornis an incrnstation of car­
bonate of lime. A luxuriant vegetatio» surrounds 
the basin. Mimosas, clusias, and fig-trees have 
pushed their roots jato the bottom of a pool the tem­
perature of which is 85°, and an arum rises in 
the very middle of a pool the temperature of 
which is 706. The foliage of these trees, though 
extended over the surface of the water, which 
is constantly sending up hot vapour, displays the most 
beautiful verdure. Forty feet distant from the point 
where the springs gush out at a temperature of 90°, 
other springs are found entirely coid ; and the natives 
shewed M.Humboldt, tliat, by digging a lióle between 
the two rivulets, they could procure a bath of any 
given temperature. The sick who come to La Trin­
chera to use tlie vaponr-bath, form a sort of arbour 
over the spring with branches of trecs and slender 
reeds, on which they stretch themselves naked. The 
llio de Aguas Calientes runs towards the N.E., and 
hecomes, near the coast, a considerable river, abound- 
ing with large alligators, and contributing, by its 
inundations, to the insalubrity of the coast.

At the hacienda of Mocundo, on the shores of the 
lake, Ilumboldt saw í'our camels em]>loved in the con- 
veyancc of sugar-canes to the mili. Threo of the four 
were born in America. This invaluahle animal luid 
been recently introduced into these provinees from 
the Canary Islaiuls. Soou after the conquest, a Bis- 
cayan, Juan de Reinaga, carried some of these animals 
at his own expense to Peni. They were at the time 
very comrnon in the south of Spain. Acosta saw 
some of these at the foot of the Andes towards the end



CJOLOMJUA. 1 9 9

of the sixteeuth century 5 but, as little caro was takea 
of them, they seareely ever brcd, and the race soon 
bücaiiu! extinct. The introduction of the camel, 
attempted by Reinaga, was viewed with jealnusy and 
aJarm by the encomenderos *  or lords pvoprietors, who 
held the Indians in slavery, and let them out to 
travellers as beasts of burden ; and, in conseqnence of 
their interestcd representations, the colomes were 
deprived of the Services of this useful animal, by 
which. the inland communication would have been 
greatly facilitated. “  A few liundveds of camcls,” 
íiumboldt remarks, u spread over the vast surface 
of America in hot and barren places, would in a few 
years have a powerfnl influence on tire públic pro- 
sperity. Provinces separated by steppes, would then 
be in eflfect brought nearer to each other; sevcral 
kinds of merchandise would fall in prico on the coast; 
and, by increasing the number of these 4 ships of the 
deseri,' new life would be given to the industry and 
commerce of the New World.”

The cultivation and population of the plains in- 
crease as the traveller approaches Cura and Guacara 
on the northern side of the lake. In  11100, the val- 
leys of Aragua contained, within an area thirteen 
leagues long by two wide, more than 52,000 inliabi- 
tants, which gives 2,000 to the square league,— a 
relative population almost eqnal to that of the most 
pepulous parts of France. The cotton of Aragua is 
esteemed finer than that of Cartagena, St. Domingo, 
or the West índia Islatids, and inferior only to that 
of Brazil. Tiie plant grows wild 011 the borders of the 
lake. This production is likely to bccome in futuve a 
most important article of exportation. During hís

* Sec México, vol. i. p. 20-1.
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stay at Cura, Humboldt was surprised to witness in 
every dircctiou, not only the progress of agriculture, 
Imt the increase of a freo laborious population, accus- 
tomed to toil, and too poor to rely on the assistance of 
alavés. White and mulatto farmers had every whero 
siTiali separate establishments. “  Our host,”  (Count 
Tovar), lio says, “  whose father had a revenuy of
40,000 piusters, possessing more lands tlian lie con id 
clear, distiibuted them among sucli poor famílies as 
chose to apply themselves to the cultivatíon of cotton. 
He endeavoured to snrround his ampie plantations 
with freemen, who, working as they chose, either on 
tlieir own lamí, or i» the ncighbouring plantations, 
supplied him with day-labourers at liarvest-time. 
Nobly occupied with the means bost adapted to ex- 
tinguish slavcry among the Blacks in tliese provinces, 
Count Tovav flattered lnmself with the double liope of 
rendering slaves less necessary to the landholders, and 
of íuniishing the freudmen with o])portunities of 
bocoining farmers. On departing for Europe, he had 
parcelled out and let a part of the lands of Cura, 
which extend toward the west at the foot of Las 
Viruelas. On his return to America four years after, 
he fonnd on tliis spot, tlien in fíne cultivatíon, a little 
hamlot of thirty or forty houses, wliich is called 
Punía Zamuro. The inhabitante are almost all 
Mulattoes, Zamboes, or free Blacks. Tliis examplc 
of letting out laúd, lias happily been f'ollowed by 
several other great proprietors. The rent is ten 
piusters for a vaner/a of groiuul, and is paid either 
in money or in cotton. I  love to dwell on these 
details of colonial industry, because they prove to the 
inlnibitants of Europe, what to the enlightened 
inhahitants of the colonias has long censed to be 
doubtful,_that ihe continent o f Spaniah America can
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produce sagar and indigo by free hands, and í/iaí ¿he 
unhappy slaves are capahle o f becoming peasanls, fa r ­
iners, and la ndho lders*

FR O M  VALENCIA T O  PU F.RTO  CABELLO.

F ro3i Valencia, it ís a distance of aliout four 
leagues, over the plain, to the guard-liouse at the 
foot of the Sierra which must he crossed in proceed- 
ing t» the coast. The ruad then immediately be- 
comes a steep ascent l'or two leagues. Near the sum­
mi c is a small venia, where travellers usnally lialt, 
from which is obtained a delightful view of the lake 
and plain of Valencia, seen betwcen the rugged sum- 
mits of intervening hills, while, to the westward, 
plains, bordercd by mountains, stretch away into the 
horizon. During the whole ascent, nnly a few stunted 
trees appear, but, liaving reached the summit, the 
traveller soon finds himself in a forest. “  I liad never 
before,” says Mr. Semple, “ passed over a road which, 
without affording very extensive prospects, was yet 
so calculated to inspire grand and gloomy ideas. The 
view was bounded by higli mountains, except towards 
the north, which afforded at intervals a partial glimpse 
of the sea. All around were peaked hills and deep 
valleys, clothed witli trees. At every step, we seemed 
to be descending, still more and more, into an im­
mense amphitheatro, on the summit of which the 
clouds rested. The silence of the forest was brokcn, 
at intervals, by the cries of unknown birds, and, as 
we descended still more and more, by the fall and the 
rushing of water on our left. We looked down, and 
beheld an immense chasm, at the bottom of which 
the tallest trees appeared small, and where a con­
siderable stream, by its tvindings and changes of form, 

* Pera. Narr. vol. iv. pp. 120—0.
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gave unceasing varicty to the vicws. Sometimes it 
appeared below ns, likc a long, narrow Iake of great 
depth, terminating at one end in a noisy Cascade. 
Sometimos it rushed along throogh a dcep channel 
of solid rocíes, which it liad evidently worn for itself, 
in the courso of ages, or strayed amongst huge blocks 
of granite, which interrupted its courso. Tlie first 
objeets wliich we saw to break the wildness of tho 
scene, were solitary huts, formed of branches of trees, 
plastered with clay, surrounded by a little spot of 
cleared gronnd. Tliese huts gradually increased in 
nuniber, and improved in appearance as we descended, 
until they terminated at length in handsome houses 
and plantations. We passed the torrent by a bridge, 
stili in an unfinisbed state, andfound that the scenery 
had here lost none of its interest. I  have se en many 
glens, but none to equal this, which winds from the 
summit of the lofty mountains almost to the sea-shore. 
At length we left the woods, and, after a contimied 
descent of five leagues, carne in sight of Puerto Ca­
bello, situated in a flat cióse to the sea, amidst 
mavshes, full of mangrove trees, and overfiowed with 
the tide. We were struck with the mean appearance 
of the houses, whicli were all low, and, in many in- 
stances, seemed little superior to the huts we had 
passed in the woods. In the whole placa we could 
not find a posada.” *

Puerto Cabello is, next to Cartagena, the most im-

* T h is  road is reckoned a distance o f eight leagues. Ilum boldt 
speaks o f  a  ncw road th a t ivas heing raade to  P uerto  Cabello, 
through an  a b r a  in tho cordillera, passíng th e  farm  of Barbula, 
and by an easlern branch of tiro ravinc, which, lie says, would be 
so m uch shorter as to  require only four hours to reach the po rt. 
I.as Trincheras is in this road, w hich is alm ost a continual dcscent 
rom  the banks o f th e  Iake to  the ccast. M r. Scmple makes no 

montioii of it.
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portant fortified place on this coast. It stands in lat. 
10° 23' N., long.- G0° 10' W. The town is quíte 
modern. The port, Humboldt says, is one of the 
iiriest in the world : art lias had scarcely any tlnng to 
add to the advantages which the natnre of the spot 
presents. It is thus deserilied by the English Tra- 
vuller: “ Puerto Cabello stands upon-a small neck 
of land, which has been cut through, and thus formed 
into an artificial islaiul. A bridge crosses this cut, 
and affords entrance to the original city, which is 
small, but tolerably well built and fortified. The 
harbour is formed by a ïow island to the north-wcst, 
and banks covered with mangrove trees, which shelter 
it on cvery side. I t  is deep and capacious. An ex­
cellent wharf, faced with stone, allows of vessels of a 
large burthen being laid close alongside of i t ; and as 
they can be easily and securely fastened to the shore, 
anchors are here seldom necessary. To this circum- 
stance, in which it resembles the harbour of Curaçoa, 
Puerto Cabello is saíd to owe its narae, as implying 
that vessels may there be securcd by a single liair.* 
The island is strongly fortified; and the batteries, 
being low and mounted with heavy cannon, are capa- 
ble of making a good dcfence. Towards the land, the 
works are not so strong, and the whole is within 
reach of bomb-shot from the first heights to the south- 
ward of the town, some of which are fortified.

“ This harbour and La Guayra form a striking 
contrast. Ilere vessels lie, as in a small smooth lake, 
while the waves break high upon the outside of the

'  IliraihíilJt, liowcvev, is moro disposcd to adopt tlic opinion 
which derives the nrtine o f tlic place from  Antonio Cabello, “  one 
<>f the iisliermen w ith whom the smngglcrs o f  Curaçoa hatl formed 
an im hnate conncxion, a t  tlic tim e v h en  the first ham let was con- 
slnicted on thU hulf-dcsert part of the coast.”
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¡slarul and along the shore. In return for this, the 
worm makes great ravages in the hottom of such ships 
as are not coppered. In no part of the world is it 
more destructive; and a small vessel, left unattended, 
in a very few months would founder at her moorings 
from this cause alone.

“ The plain in which Puerto Cabello stands, is 
bounded on the south hy mountains, and on the north 
by the sea, and is no where more than two miles in 
breadth. To the west, a small river descends from 
the mountains, and empties itself into the sea. To 
the sonth-east of the town, the flats are annually 
flooded by the rains; and the exhalations from them 
are very probably the cause of the destructive fevers 
which so frequently rage here in the summer and 
autumn months. Few strangers can tlien visit this 
port with ¡mpunity, or at least without great danger; 
and tliere have been instances of vessels losing the 
greater part of their crews in a very short time. This, 
however, has not prevented the rapid iucrease of the 
place, which was originally confined within the works 
upon the small peninsula, out of which no liouses 
were for some time allowed to be built. At first, low 
huts were erected, under the express condition of 
heing demolished in case of an enemy's approach ; 
and in a Iong interval of years, during which no hos­
tile forcé appeared, these huts were gradually enlarged 
and increased. The suburbs now exceed the town in 
population and extent, Imt still retain their low and 
mean appearance, and are snhject to the original sli- 
pulations in case of danger. A great proportion of 
the houses have no upper story; and the population 
being almost entirely coloured, a stranger is more apt 
to considor the whole as a large Indian village, than as 
part of a European settlement.
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“  About a lengue to the westward of Puerto Cabello, 
is the sraall bayof Buvlmrata, usedas a port previ ously 
to the establishment of the former. The road to it 
leads across the mavshy plain of Puerto Cabello to the 
.side of the hilis, along which it winds for some time, 
tintil it again crosses a sandy flat, and brings us to 
tlie opening of the valley of Burburatu. The bottom 
of tliis valley is leve!, or very gently sloped towards 
the sea, and consists of a deep, rich mould, every where 
covered with banana tvees, mimosas, triplaris, and 
plantations of sugar, coftee, and cacao. The latter 
are easily distinguished by the tall erithrynas which 
shade the cacao theobroma, and are covered with clus- 
ters of red flowers. As they rise with a straight 
stem, they permit a free circulation of air beneath, 
while their tufted tops effectuaUy exelude the scorch- 
ing rays of the sun. Houses and clusters of huts are 
scattered about among the trees, and a kind of chttrch 
marks what may be considered as the centre of the vil- 
lage of Burburata. A small stream serves to irrigate 
the mimerous plantations. The population is entively a 
coloured race, in which is a great proportion of Indian 
blood. The air of the valley is moist and hotj and 
snakes abound in the luxuriant herbage which every 
where covers the soil. One of these crossed my path, 
and another, large and yellow with dark spots, la)' 
basking beneath a buxh, into wliich he glided on my 
approaclt. Mountains, covered with wood, endose 
this fertile flat on every side, except a small opening 
towards the sea. Here, lower down, was formcrly the 
principal port on the coast. Vessels drawing ten or 
twelve feet water can anchor in a hight ucar the shore; 
the bottom is a fine white sand; and Bnrburata is 
stiil the chief port from wiiich the nudos, horses, and

1M R Ï I I .  X
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entile oí Venezuela, are exported to Jamaica and 
other islands of tke West Indies.”

Of the tract of coimtry which stretches westward 
of Valencia, towards the Lake of Maracaybo, eom- 
prising the provinces of Coro, Truxillo, and Herida, 
íittle is known. Huinholdt States generally, that it 
displays a singular variety of scenery, and he gives the 
following outline of its physica! features. A chain of 
low mountains, extending from the nevado of Herida to 
the N.E., separates the head waters of the Apure and 
Orinoco from the streams which fall into the Caribbean 
Sea, or the Lake of Maracaybo. On this dividing 
ridge are built the towns of Nirgua, San Felipe el 
Fuerte, Barquesimeto, and Tocuyo. The first three 
are in a very hot climate, but Tocuyo is built in a 
valley sufficiently elevated to allow of the cultivation 
of wheat and the rearing of sheep. *

The valleys which traverse this ridge are fer­
tile, but hot and péstilential. The principal valleys 
are thos'e of the rivers Aroa and Yaracuy, which, 
but for the miasmata that infect the atmosphere, 
would probably be scarcely less populous than the 
valleys of Aragua. The Aroa rises to the west of San 
Felipe, and, running eastward, enters the sea opposite 
the islands called Los Cayos de San Juan, beyond the 
bay of Burburata. In a lateral valley, opening into 
that of Aroa, the Indians have gold-washings, and the 
soil conceals rich copper ores, which no one has yet 
attempted to extract. The ancient copper-mines of 
Aroa, after being long neglected, had recently beeri

* Barquesimeto and  Tocuyo lie In  th e  road from  Caracas to 
Bogotá, and will Iw subsequently noticod.
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wrought anew at the time of Humboldt’s visit, and 
yielded froin 1,200 to 1,500 quintáis a year. The 
“  Caracas copper” is said to be preferable to that of 
either Swedeu or Chili. Some silver ore had reeently 
been discovered between Aroa and Nirgua, in the 
mouutain of San Pablo- Grains of gold are found 
in all the mountainous lands between the Yaracuy and 
the towns of San Felipe, Nirgua, and Barquesiineto; 
especially in the Rio de Santa Crux, in which the 
Indians have sometimes found lunips of the valué of 
four or f iv e  dollavs. The Yavacuy rises 40 leagues S. 
of the Aroa, but does not become navjgable till within 
two leagues of the town of San Felipe, where the 
produce of the valley of San Felipe and the plain of 
Barquesimeto is shipped for Puerto Cabello: it falis 
into the bay of Burburata, between that port and the 
point of Chichiribiche. The city of Nuava Segòvia de 
l i a r i q u i s i m e i o \ V i \ $  originally founded, in 1552, on the 
banks of the River Buria, in the vicinity of the gold 
mines of the valley of Nirgua ; but the insalubrity of 
the elimate led to its being thrice removed. I t  now 
stauds on an elevatcd plain, 77 leagues W.S.YV. of 
Caracas, in lat. 0a 05', long. (ií>° 43' W.* Wheat, the 
cane, cocoa, and coftee, are eultivated in the fertile 
lamis in its vicinity.

Nirgua is inhabited wholly hy Zamboes, the mixed 
caste formed .by negroes and Indians. The whole 
raunicipality is composed of men of colour, to whom 
the kingof Spain was accustomed to give the title of 
“  his faithful and loyal suhjects, the Zamboes of Nir­
gua.”  The licutenant d e  justicia mayor, was the only

* Dcpons m akes i t  only forty  leagues from  Caracas, ami one 
lunulred ami fifty l'rom Santa l ' é ; Lavaysse says, nincty leagues 
from Caracas, mul a hundred from  Bogotá !
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officer who could be a white. This “  rcpublic of 
Zamboes,” as the Spaniards styled it in dcrision, origi- 
nated in an insurrection among the negro-míners of 
the real (mine) de San Felipe de Baria, wliicli led to 
a short-lived petty African monavehy, like that of the 
Palmaresc negroes in Brazil.* Kiiig Miguel had tlie 
boldness to attack the town of Barquesimetb, bnt vas 
repulsed hy Diego de Losada, and perished in the 
iight. The city is now in decay; the population 
is stated by Depons at about 3,000 -souls. He 
describes the inhabitants as robust, strong, and 
healthy, but lazy and addicted to drunkenness, theft, 
and every species of vice. Nirgua is in lat. 10° N., 
long. 71° 10' W . oí París ; about 48 leagues W. of 
Caracas.

LA K E O F M ARACAYBO.

PitOM Barguesiméto to the eastern shore of the 
Lake of Maracaybo, there extern! barren savannas 
partly covered with cactus, and loaded with pestilen- 
tial miasmata. No marshy gremnd is found there, but 
several phenomena indicate a disengagement of sul- 
phuretted bydrogen. On a mountainous and unin- 
habited spot on the bank of the Rio Catatumbo, not 
far from its junction with the Rio Sulia, is íound the 
liuninous phenomeuon known under the ñame of the 
farol (lantern) of Maracaybo, which is distinguislied 
at the distance of 40 leagues, and serves as a light- 
house to navigatoi'8. In tlie Llano oí Monai, tra- 
vellers are shewn a cave ( Cueva del Scrrilo de 
iI/on«¿), where “  it is usual to frighten them by 
setting fire to tlie inflammable gas which is coustantly

* See Moil. T rav ., Brasil, vol. i. p- 44.
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accuinulated íu the upper part of the cavern.” In 
the Quebrada de Moroturo, there lias been discovered 
a stratum of black clay, which emits a strong smelí of 
sulphur, and inflames spontaneously when slightly 
moistened, and exposed for a length of time to the 
sun’s rays : the detonation of tliis muddy substance is 
said to be very violent.* These insalubrious regions 
are separated by the mountains of Tocuyo and Nirgua 
from the plains of the Portuguesa, and the steppes of 
Calabozo.

The Lake of Maracaybo is a littlc mediterranoaii, 
communicating with a gulf of the same ñame, by a 
channel about two leagues broad and eight long. 
Its waters, nevertheless, are sweet, and fit for use; 
but, when the wind blows imvard with violente, the 
sea-water rushes into the lake, and communicatos to 
them a braokish property. The lake is not subject 
to tempests ; the north-wind, however, occasioually 
produces a short and broken swell, which docs injury 
to the smaller craft. Depons describes it as nearly of 
the figure of a decanter, extending from south to 
north, with its neck communicating with the sea.

* “  On tile  north-went sliore o f the Lake of M aracaybo, is an 
extensive mino of asphaltum , o f  the same nature as th a t o f  T rin i­
dad.’'— Lavayssk , p. 41. “  T o  the north-east o f thc laltc, in the 
most barren part of the bordéis, n t a  place callecl M e n a ,  títere is an 
inexhaustible mine of mineral pitch (pi.c montuna). T h e  bitu- 
minous vapours which are exhaled from  tliis mine are so easily 
inllamed, th a t, during the nigltt, phosphoric fires are continually 
secn, which, in  Iheir effect, resemble lightning. I t  is rem arked, 
that thcy are m ore freqüent in great heat tlian  in cool wcather. 
Tliey go by tiie ñam e o f  ‘ the Lantern o f  M aracaybo,’ because 
they serve for a  light-housc and cornpuss to  the Spaniards and 
Indians, who, w ithout tile assistance of eitlier, navigate tlte  lake." 
—Dupoxs, vol. i. p . 70. F o r an  account of thc Y u n a r ,  o r volcànic 
fíame o f D eliktash, apparently a  similar phenoincnon, sce S y r i a  
and A s i a  M i n o r ,  vol. ii. p. 245.

N 2
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“  Its length, from the liar to its most Southern recess, 
is, according to Oviedo, 50 leagues; its greatest 
breadth, 30 ; and its circumferenco, upwards of 150. 
The lake is easiiy navigated, and has depth of water 
l'or vcssels of tlio greatest barden. All tlie produce and 
provisions of the interior, intended for consumption or 
shipping at Maracayho, are conveyed hy the rivers 
which discharge themselves into it.” Of these, there 
are above twenty, the most considerable of which are the 
Sulía (or Pamplona ltiver), the Motatan, the Chama, 
the Calumbo, the Cuernos, the Torondoy, and the 
rerija.* All the different species of fish found in 
the rivers of South America, Depons says, abound in 
this lake ; hut the tbrtoise is not found here. There 
are manatis (sca-cows), of an extraordinary size. At 
a short distance from the lake there are stili found 
several harbarous trihes. “  The sterili ty,” says the 
last-mentioned Traveller, “  and, what is worse, the 
noxíous atmosphere of the borders of the lake, dis-

* T h e  rlvc r Salía, tho  chief of those w hich fall into the lake, 
rises in the provínce of Pam plona, and runa constantly northward, 
colleeting the waters of many rive rs: after forming a great lake, 
callee! E l Uarardcro, near the city of G rita , it  enters tho Lake of 
M aracayho by th ree m ouths. T h is rive r now gives its ñam e to a 
departinont comprising th e  whole basin o f  th e  lake. Lavayssc 
apparently  refers to  th is  river undor the líame o f  Subió. “  T he 
m ost considerable rivers th a t fall in to  the lake ,” he  says, “  are the 
Subió and the Matacnu (M otatan?); for th e  Souba and the 
Cuervos (Cuernos), though wide a t  their m ouths, are only creeks 
fed by torrents." (p. 40.) T h e  la tter, howover, according to  Alcedo, 
is a  branch o f  tile  Palm as. Besides th e  rivers m eutioned above, 
Alcedo’» D ictíonary enum érate» th e  San Pedro, th e  P aú ta te , the 
Catum bo, w hich, i t  is statetf, enters by three m ouths, th e  Arólas, 
the Rio tie Oro, the Sucui, and the A stillero ; al!, except the first, 
comiug from the west. W c in vain look fo t these in tire maps. 
b ix tv t iU  o f these ñames, we firnl iu the map preflxed to Capt. Cocli- 
raue's Travels, the Seglia, tiro R io Palm as, the l t io  de la C ruz, the 
Arancno, the P erija , th e  Rio N egro, th e  Olaga, and th e  Pám pano.
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eourage culture and population. The Indians them- 
selves have at all times observed them to be so un- 
healthy, that instead of fixing their abodes there, 
they preferred dwelling on the lake itself. They 
cliose for the stakes of the huts which they inhabited 
on the water, a very durable kind of wood, of the 
same species as the iron-wood. The Spaniards found 
on this lake several villages, built without order or 
design, but with solidity, to which they give the ñame 
of Venezuela. Alfinger, in the rage of devastation, 
carried desolation and death among the peaceable 
inhabitants. Only four villages escaped. It was for 
a long time believed, that these small settlements were 
formed upon the waters as a protection from ferocious 
beasts or some hostile nation. That this idea was 
erroneous, is now apparent from the refusal of the 
Indians, who live on the waters, to fix their habitation 
on land. Those villages are called Lagunillas, Misoa, 
Tumopora, and Moporo. They have a churck upon 
the water, under the care of a curate, whose zeal 
is unequivocal, as it is rare for a person not to have 
his health affected witlun fifteen days after his 
arrival, and still rarer for his life to be prolonged 
beyond six raonths. These Indians go ashore in 
searcli of provisions, but their principal subsistence is 
derived from fishing and hunting wild duoks.

“  The goodness of the soil in the western part has 
induced some Spaniards, regardless of the insalubrity 
of the air, to lix their habitations there, in order 
to raise cocoa and provisions. These settlements, 
which are very much dispersed, were not able to coni- 
mand sufficient funds for laying the foundatíon of 
a viliage, much less of a town. There is but one 
chapel, placed ncarly iu the centre of the scattered 
habitations, and a curato for performiug divine servicie
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and* admiuistering the sacraments. The Southern 
extremity oí’ the lake is uncultivated and uninhabited. 
The northern part is quite as hot as the other parts, 
but incomparably healthier. The city of Maracaybo 
is situated on the leí'6 bank to the west: opposite to it 
are two villajes ; the one called Punta a Piedra, 
inhabited by Indians, the other, AUagracia, further 
to the north, by Spauiards.”

When tlie ñame of Venezuela \vas extended to the 
whole district of Caracas, the country surrounding the 
lake received that of the province of Maracaybo. 
Santa Ana de Coro, the original capital, vas the ñrst 
settlement of the Spaniards, after Cumana, on this 
Iine of coast. I t takes its ñame from the aborigines, 
the Coriana Indians. The audiencia of San Domingo 
sent Juan de Ampues tliere iu 1529, in the capacity of 
governor, principally with a view to restraiu the rob- 
berics and crueltics of the Spanish traders who in- 
fested those coasts. Scarcely liad the country begun 
to recover under his administraron, when, by virtue of 
the contract made between Charles the Fifth and the 
Weltzers, it became for eightyears the head quarters 
of a band of unprincipied adventurers, who spread 
dcsolation through the country. On its reverting to 
the Spanish government, it continued to be the resi- 
dence of the governor till 1576. Coro liad been mado 
an episcopal city in 1532. The bishopric, as has been 
mentioned, was not formally transferred to Caracas 
till 1693. The town stands in a dry, sandy plain, 
destitute of water, and where no vegetation is seen, 
but the prickly pear and the “  thorny taper,” — sure 
signs of a sterile soil; but, at the distance of three 
leagues from the city, thcre are hills and valleys 
of some fertility. It stands near the isthmus which 
unites the península of Paragoana to the main laúd,
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ane league from the sea, 80 leagues W. of Caracas, 
33 N. of Barquesimeto, and 55 from Maracaybo ; 
lat. 11° 24' N., long. 69° 40' W. Ten thousand per- 
sons of all colours, including scarcely 200 slaves, 
formed the popnlation in 1807- All labour is per- 
formed by the Indians. The wliites were distin- 
gnished by their indolenee and loyalty. Many gloried 
in being descended from the first conquerors, and 
they would have felt their honour stained by any 
species of industrious exertion. Henee, there was at 
Coro “ more nobility than wealth.” As the city has 
neither spring nor aqueduct, water is brought in bala­
reis from the distanee of half a league. “  Here- 
tolore,” says Depons, “ the houses were well built. 
They cannot now be looked at without exciting melan- 
choly, bearing the marks of the ravages of time and 
miscry. Those of the Indians are stili more pitiable. 
The streets, although straight, are not paved. The 
only publie ediñees consecrated to religión, are two 
parish churclies, one of which stili bears the title of a 
cathcdral, a Franciscan monastery, containing seven 
or eight monks, and three chapéis.” The little com­
mereo that is carried on, is in mules, goats, Iiides, 
sheep-skins, cheese, &c., from the interior, which are 
shipped for the neighbouring islands, especially Cu- 
racoa, whence are brought back dry goods. The 
graziers of Paragoana smuggle over, also, numbers of 
beasts to that island. To these articles, Lavaysse adds 
indigo and cochineal from the district of Carora.

San Juan Bautista del Portillo de Carora is situated 
tliirty leagues south of Coro, in the savannas, fifteen 
leagues east of the Lake of Maracaybo, twelve north 
of Tocuyo, and eighteen north-west of Barquesimeto, 
which lies in the road from Carora to Caracas. The 
town is tolerably well built, and eontains a handsome
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parish ehurch, a Franciscan convent, and a hermitage. 
The temperature, though hot, is salubrious; but tlie 
soil is dry and sterile. I t  abounds, however, with 
thc Indian fig (cachis opuntia) and otlier thorny 
plants, as well as some balsam-trees; and the vegeta- 
tion supplies excellent pasture, especially for goats. 
There are numerous herds of oxen, v\rliicli ave bred 
chiefly for their hides, as well as of asses and mules; 
and the dwarf deer of South America is very common. 
The inhabitants, who are, for the most part, Mesti- 
zoes, Mulattoes, and Indians, are very industrious. 
Tliey are graziers, tanners, saddlers, shoemakers, 
weavers, ropemakers; andmake excellent packthread 
and very handsome hammocks of the ñbre of the 
agave fasíida ; carrying on a great trade in these 
articles and otlier produets of their industry, with 
Coro, Maracaybo, and Cartagena, whence they are 
shipped for the neighbouring colonies. The town 
and district contaiued, in 1807? a population of about
10,000 souls.

Maracaybo, or Nueva Zamora, situated on the 
left bank of the lake, at six leagues from thc sea, was 
founded in 1571. It stands in the midst of a sandy 
plain, without any stratum of vegetable earth, in lat. 
10° 30 'N., long. 74° G' W . of Paris. The climate is 
iutcnsely hot, and, during July and August, almost 
insupportable, the air feeling as if it issued from a 
furnace ; yet, it is reokoned heaithy, because therc 
prevail no endemic complaints. The south wind, 
however, whicli sometimes blows in August and 
September, is mucli dreaded, and is called E l Virason 
(tlie arrow), on account of its insaluhrity. Violent 
storms are freqüent. The tlmnder is dreadful, and 
the lightning frequently strikes and consumes Iiouses, 
ships, and every thing that attracts it. The deluges
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of rain which sometimes attend these tempesta, pro­
duce rapid torrents which injure tlie town. The in- 
hahi tants have remarked, that, when these storms do 
not occur, earthquakes, still more dreaded, are likely 
to happen instead. The population in 1801 was com- 
puted to he 24,000, including about 2,000 Spanish 
refugees from St. Domingo. The slaves were calcu- 
lated not to exeeed 5,000 ; and the freed Blacks were 
very few, but the trades were ehiefly carried on by 
them. The parish cliurch is large and handsome. 
Alcedo mentions four monasteries, Augustinian, Mer- 
cedarian, Dominican, andFranciscan, four nunneries, 
and a hospital of San Juan de Dios; but the Fran- 
ciscan convent is the only one, according to Depons, 
now existing. The only water ís that of the lake, 
which is by no means bad in quality, exceptwhen the 
strong breezes of March and April drive up the water 
of the sea; and the rain-water collected in cisterns 
and jars. For upwards of twenty leagues towards 
the serranía (or mountain ridge), there is no other 
water for eren the cattle, tlian the rain-water preserved 
in the wells (xahueys) dug for that purpose. Depons 
draws a very favourablc picture, in some respeets, of 
the character of the inhabitants.

“ The habit,” he says, “  which the citizens of 
Maracaybo contract from their infaney, of sailing on 
the lake, wliether for pleasure, fishing, or the trans­
port of the articles its Southern borders produce, gives 
them, at a very early period, a taste for navigation. 
Soon finding in this place no means of indulging in 
the practice of it, they repair in crowds to Puerto 
Cabello, Guayra, and the other ports, where a more 
active navigation serves at the same time to give 
them employment, and gratify their ambition. They 
perform with eqnal ability, coasting, or longer voyages.
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In those intervals wlien wat, suspends their commcr- 
cial entevprises, they emlxirk on board privateers. 
But, whatever line they pursue, they never belie the 
rcputation they possess of being as good soldiers as 
sailors. The neighbonrhootl of the lake, in the wnters 
of which they exercise themselves in their early years, 
renders them as excellent swimmers as expert divers.

“  Those who resist the attractions of the sea, raise 
herds of cattle, or take care of those of their fathers. 
Nothing better evinces their aptitude for this species 
of occupation, than the immense number of beasts 
with which the savannas of Maracaybo are covered. 
The principal ones are those of Jobo, Ancon, Pal­
mares, and Cannades. I  ought to mention, tbat thero 
is inore meric in raising cattle in the savannas of 
Maracaybo, than in any other place in tlicsc provinces; 
because, having neither rívers nor ponds tbat never 
dry up, dronght occasions the deatli of many, in spite 
of the precautions they take, in cases - of this sort, to 
drive them towards those parts where they can with 
convenionce water them.

“  But what does more honour to the inhabitants of 
Maracaybo, is their singularly lively wit, their appli- 
cation to üterature, aud the progress they make, not- 
withstanding the wretched state of puhlic education 
among them. While the Jesuíta were diarged with 
the instructiori of yonth, their schools produced indi­
viduals who spoke Iiatin with an clegance and flueney 
rarely nu¡t with; possesriug perfectly the art of ora- 
tory, and masters of tlití rules of poetry; writing their 
language in a style as remarkable for its purity as the 
boldncss of its ideas, and the order and pcrspicuiiy 
with which they were presented ; in a word, endowed 
with every rpialilication that constitutes the man oí 
letters. The expulsión of these learned preceptors



liHik l'rciin the yoiith of Mavaeayho every means oi' 
instructio».

“ Notwithstanding tlie barrenness of resources 
whieh edncation imds at Maracavbo, we there se»; 
young persons so favoured by nature, that the slighi- 
ost elementary instruction at once develops in theni 
all the faculties whieh, in Europo, do not manifest 
themselves until after long study and tlie care of the 
best teachers. What adils to tlie singnlarity of the 
phenomewm is, that this exeess of natural genius 
frequently hecomes prejudicial to the tranquillity of 
the families of Manicuybo ; for it is enough for many 
of tliese young mon to kuow the conjugation and 
government of the verbs, to be qualified to write 
pieccs, whose subtilty would appear to the knavish 
advocate, better than tlie productions of the counsel 
who establishes liis reasons on tho principies of the 
civil law. Sucli suits as should never have been in- 
stituted, or whieh the tribunals would instantly have 
ileeided, become interminable and rninous, by the 
sophisms with whieh these seribhlers euvelop in dark- 
m»ss, causes the most simple and clear. This disease, 
very prevalent at Mavaeayho, is hy no means a 
stranger to other Spanisli territorios. The penal 
luws whieh the legislature lias beon forced to emiot, 
to lessen the nnmber of these imps of chicane, whom 
they call pendolistas (quick writers), prove that the ovil 
is general enough.

“■ In allowing that the inhabitants of Maracaybo
have activity, courage, and genius, we have nothing 
more to say in their favour. They are reproarhed 
with Imving very little regartl to their word, and with 
lliiaking themselves not bound by their .signature, 
until after thev have in vain ondeavonred to release
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themselvcs from it by law. Their reputation in this 
respect is so well establishcd, that all strangers whom 
business draws to Maracaybo, say, it ismuch better to 
form connexions of interest with the women than 
with tbe meu, because they alone have thcre that 
(Tood faith and firmness whicli, in eveiy otlier part, is 
tho peculiar heritage of tlie men.

“  Sínce tho course of description has led me to 
speak of the ivomen of Maracaybo, I  ought not to lot 
it be unknown, that they are in their youth paragou» 
of modesty; in marrkige, faithful wives and excellent 
mothers of famílies. Affection for tlieir husbands, 
the cares of their households, and the cducation of 
their children, are the objects which divide all their 
moments, and oecupy all their solicitude.”

As M. Depmis does not attempt to aecount for this 
very mnarkahle purity of morals in this particular 
settlemont, we cau only express our hopo that liis 
account may still be found appliuable.

Tho govcrnment of Maracaybo, nfter it was rnadc 
a distinet provincc, was bounded, on the west, by the 
government of Rio Hacha; southward, it extended 
more than 100 leagues to that of Santa Fó, Imt the 
fertile huid does not commenco for more than 25 
leagues south of the city; on the cast, it was houncled 
by Venezuela. At íirst, the seat of government was 
fixeil at Mérida; bnt ultimately, Maracaybo becamo 
the capital, and gave its name to the province. The 
distriets of Coro, Truxillo, Mérida, and Maracaybo, 
now form separate provinces, comprehended in the 
department of Sulia.

Truxillo is said to have been one of tho most heauti- 
fui and opulent cities in the country,.hefore it was pil- 
Inged and burned by the pirate Gramont in Ib‘78. The
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grcater part of the population then íled to Merida. 
Yct, the saluhrity of the air, and the f ertilitv of the soil, 
Depons says, llave gradually attracted thither a popu­
laron of 7,(»00 persons. The town ís built in a very 
narrow valley, slmt in by two monntains, which allow 
of only a single Street in one part, and of two streets in 
the widest part. The adjacent lands produce sngar, 
oocoa, índigo, coffee, and wheat; the mutton is larger 
and íiner than that of any other part of the province; 
the uheeses are held in high estimatiou; and the in. 
habitants are famed for the cleansing and carding of 
their wool. There is also a considerable trade in pre­
serves, which are made by the womon. Tlie ínter, 
coitrse chiefly pursued is with Carora, across tlie 
S'estiferous llanos of Llonay, and ivith Maracaybo, by 
the labe. The town contains a parish chnrch, a 
chapel of Calvary, two monasteries, Dominican and 
Franeiscan, a Dominican nunnery, and a hospital 
dedicated to Our Ladyof Chiquinquira.

Merida, sitnated to the soutli-west of Tnixillo, 
ivas founded in 1530, under the ñame of Santiago de 
los Caballeros de Merida. I t  stands in an elevated 
plañí, suiTOundcd by tliree rivers, the Mucnjun (or 
Mucusin) on the east, the Albarregas on the South­
west, and tho Chama on the south, which, at the 
distancie of threo leagues, receives the other two. 
None of tlicm are navigable. The climate is tempe- 
rato, but variable, and Hable to heavy rains : it is 
favoumble to the cultivation of wheat, harley, and 
both the European and tropical íruits and vegetables. 
The cocoa and coffee raised in the environs are 
estcemed of excellent quali ty. Merida is un episcopal 
rity, and possesses a college orseminary; ít containcd 
also a parochial chnrch, four chapéis, two monasteries, 
Atignstinian and Dominican, and a mnmery of the
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order of Santa Clara- The population is stated by 
Depons at 1 1,500. It is now reduced to hetwee» .‘5 or 
4000- The inhabitants bore a liig.lt character íbr in- 
dustry aud iutelligenee, and theru are said to liave 
been no lazzaroni. There was a carpct-inanulactory, 
and the natives fabrioated variaos cotton and wool. 
Ien articles.*

PRO V IN CK  O F V ARITAS.

I t was only so late as 17^7, that the city of Varinas 
was detaohed from the govcrnment of Maracuybo, to 
becorne ïtself the seat of a separate govemment, com- 
prchending a portíon also of the province of Caracas. 
This fine territory, whicli, previously to that period, 
liad been ahnost entirely neglccted by tlic mother 
country, has sinec then increased very considerably 
both in cnltivation and population, and contained, in 
1ÍÍ07, upwards of 140,000 inhabitants. It stili in­
cludes, however, bcsides the capital, only three towiis, 
San Jayme, San Fernando d’Apure, and Pedraza; 
and may therefore be considered as little hetter thau 
an immense wilderness. The city of Varinas, sitn- 
ated in lat. 7° 33' N., long. 70° 22' W., liad a popu- 
lation of 12,000 souls; San Jayme 7,000; San Fer­
nando 0,000; and Fcdraza 3,000. “  This country, 
in fact," M. Lavaysse remarks, “  is still ín its in- 
fancy, thougií its territory is not inferior in fertility 
to any other part of South America. I t  is only 
within the last twenty years, that sugar, coifee, indigo, 
and cotton, liave been cultivated there. Formerly, 
the iuhabitants grew only cocoa and the provisions 
neccssary for their own consumption. Their articles *•

*• Sce, for a  fuitlicr descriptio», the routc from Caracas lo 
Bogotà-
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ol' exportation wore cattle aml tobáceo, the latter 
í'amous iu every mnrket in the world. The inhabit­
ant» load a pastoral lite, surroundcd with numerous 
hcrds. Thougli in the midst of abundance, great 
natural wcalth, and all tlie necessàries of li fe, they 
hitve not the means of purchasing any thing belnnging 
to tlio luxury of dre.ss, furniture, and Eurnpean 
liquors, becanse they have no dircet communieation 
with tlie neighbouring colonies; and being placed in 
the interior of the coimtry, they are obiiged to sel! 
tlioir produce and cattle, at a miserable price, to the 
smugglers of San Tomé de Angostura, and of Caracas. 
But, wh'en the present contest terminates, and frecdom 
of trado folLows, it will become one of the ricliest and 
hcst-peopled in tliis part of the world; for, in general, 
its climate is not less lrealthy tlian íts soil is fertile. 
There are few iudigenous nativos in this provinco : 
they are almost all assembled in a mission of tire 
Andalusian capuchius, sitnated at <ive or six Ieagues 
fmm San Fernando de Apure. I  believe tliere may 
be aiiout 600 of them. Olher civílised Indians Uve 
with the whites aml mestizóos in the pastures. There 
are scarcely 6,000 slaves in the populatíon of the pro. 
viuce of Varinas, and these are only slaves in ñame, 
for they live in the greatest familiítrity with tlieir 
maxters, and are c<pially well fed, lodged, and
r lu th e d .”

The principal channel of trado has hitlierto heen 
through Valencia to Puerto Cabello. There is a lino 
of commnnication from Buria, through Merida, to 
the Lake of Maracaybo; but the distance is con­
siderable, and the road almost impracticable. The 
oimmunication with Coro tlirough Barquesimolo is 
casier, hut the distance is too great for commercial 
¡mrposes. “  There can he little doubt,” Col. Hall
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says, “  that, in an improved state of the eountry, the 
water-earriage by tlu; Apure aml the Orinoco vili lie 
preferred, from the great difficulty and expense of 
transporting bulky articles of produce, on mules, to 
anyof the northern ports.” From Valencia to Varinas 
is a distance of' 210 miles.* Almost the whole of this 
extensive tract consists of excellent pasture-lamis. 
The borders of the rivers are finely vooded, and viil 
be adapted, vhen clearcd, to the growth of everv 
species of tropical produce, while the neighlmuring 
mountains furnish the productions of temperate cli- 
mates. The principal rivers are navigable during the 
rainv season. The San Domingo and the Masperro 
dcscend directly into the Apure. The Brimo, the 
Guanan, and almost ali the smaller rivers, unite with 
the Portuguesa, which falis into the Apure near Sun 
Fernando, whence the navigation is easy and direct 
to Angostura on the Orinoco.

The road from Valeneia to San Fernando is de- 
scribed by Humboldt, who, vitii his friend Bonphmd, 
traversed these immense savannas, and descended the 
Apure to its junction with the Orinoco in lat. 7C.

*  Col. H ali gives the following 

Lcagues.
From  Varinas—

To Yucca............................ 2J
— H ananias.........................
— Ilocono................................4
— T ncupis.......................... 4
— fii ia n a re ............................ 3
— San R a fa e l........................5
— Ospinos .........................  4.}
— Aparición ........................3
— A carigna.........................  4-J
— A vaurc.............................  I t
— Aguas H am as................... 2

itinerary from  Varinas:

Lcagues. 
B rought over — rjA.J. 

To San R afael......................2
— La Oeyba............................4
— San J o s é ............................,1}
— San C arlos........................ o*
— Tinaco............................. 4¡¡
— La P a lm a .......................... ;j
— Tlnaquilla.......................3.1
— C arabobo .................... • • 7

— T om ito ............................... 2
— Valencia...........................3
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V e  shall nov again avail ourselves of Lis interesting
narrati ve.

FR O M  V A L E N C IA  T O  S A N  F E R N A N D O  D ’A l'L 'R E .

T h e  T ravellers bade adieu lo theV alley  o f A ragua 
on the (ith of M areli (1307), passing over a  ricbly 
cnltivated p la in , and Crossing ground ou tlie soutb- 
west side o f th e  L ake of V alencia, vvliicli th e  v a te rs  
liad left uncovered. T h e  soil v a s  covered v i l l i  cale- 
liaslies, va ler-m eln n s , and  p lan tains. B e tv e e u  the 
an d en t íslets oí’ D on P edro  and L a .N eg ra , they  saw 
immcrous bamls of araguatoes, o r how hng moiikeys,* 
going in  procession froin one tree to ano ther v i t l i  ex­
treme slowness. A  inale v a s  folloved by a  g rea t

* T lie  araguato of Caripe, Ilum boldt describes as a ncw species 
oí" llio gemís stcntrn-, to which he gires the líame o f  alónate oitrxr, 
or sim ia ursina . “  It resembles a  yoim g bear. It is three feellon g, 
rcckoning from the top o f the liead, which is small and verv pyra- 
midal. to the beginning o f the prohensile tail. Its fur is bushy and 
<>f a reddish b row u; the breast and belly are both covered with a 
ime h air; the face is o f  a blackish bine, covered with a fine and 
wriukled s ltin ; the beard is pretty lo n g ; and, notwiíhstanding the 
divectlon o f tile facial line, Uie angle o f  which is only the ara­
guato has, in the look and the expression o f the coimtcnancc, 
as nuicli resemliiancc to man as the marhnondo (simia bclecbuth) 
and the capucliin o f the Orinoco (simia dúm patcs). lis  eye, voicc, 
and gait denote molancholy. I llave seen young araguatoes 
lirouglit tip in ludían lints : tlioy never play lik c  the Hule sagoins; 
and their gravity was descrihed with nuich sim plicity hy López de 
(■ ornara in thebeginning o f the sixteeiUh centuvy. • T h o J ia u a ta  of 
the Cumanese,' says lilis A uthor, ‘ has the lace o f  a man, the 
beard o f a goal, and a grave bohaviour —  /mm-ai/n ¡-asiv.’ i  have 
observod, tlmt m onkeys ave more molancholy in propordon as they 
have more resemliiancc to man : their petulant gaicly diminishes, 
as their inlellectual laculties appeav to increase.” — l ’tus. N arr. 
vo!. lii. pp. 170 —  2. T h e  araguato o f Aragua appeavs to he o f 
the same species: the longuc is placed on a largu bonoy drum , and 
the alr, driven with forcé into this drum, produces the iiiournl'ul 
sound which distinguidles the araguatoes,
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nuinlicr oí' íemales, several of wliieli carried tlieir 
yomig on tlieir shüuldcrs. The uniformity with 
wliich they execute their movements, is described t<> 
be very striking. “ Whenevcr tlie branches of the 
neiglibouring trees do not toucli, the raale that leads 
the band, suspends himself by the preliensile part of 
bis tail, and, letting fall the rest of his body, swings 
himself till he reaches the neiglibouring branch. The 
whole lile perform the same action on the same spot.” 
The assertions of Ulloa and other travellers respecting 
their sometimos forming a chain, in order to reach the 
opposite side of a river, the learned Traveller con- 
siders as umvorthy of credit. The Indians have either 
a hatred or aprediíection for certain races of monkeys. 
The little sagoins are their favourites, but the aragua- 
toes, on account of their mournful aspect and their 
monotonous howlings, are detested by thein. They 
maintain that there is always one that channts as 
leader of the band; and the observaron, Humboldt 
says, is pretty accurate. “ During a long time, one 
solitary and strong voice is generally distinguished, 
which is succeeded by another voice of a different 
pitch. We may observe the same instinct of imitation 
among frogs and almost all gregarious animals. The 
missionaries assert, moreover, that when a femalc 
araguato is on the point of bringing forth, the choir 
suspends its howlings till the moment of the birth. 
I  could not myself judge of the accuracy of this state- 
uieut, but I believe it to be not entirely destitute of 
foundation. I  have observed that, wlien some extra- 
ordinary incident, for instance, the moans of a wounded 
araguato, fixed tlie attention of the band, the howlings 
were suspended for some. minutes.” In damp and 
stormy weather more especially, their howling is heard 
to a considerable distante. A great number will seat
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themselves ou a singlo tree in tho forests of Cumana 
and (íuiana ; and the forcé and voluino of their 
blended voicos arc then astonishing.

Tlie Travellers passed the night at tlic village of 
Guigue, 1,000 toises distant from the Lake of Va- 
loncia, — lat. 10° 4' 11". The road then hegins to 
nscend the mountains, and from a table-land of uearly
2,000 feet elevation, the last view is ohtaíned of the 
valleys of Aragua. At the end of five leagues is the 
village of Maria Magdalena, and two leagues further, 
San Luis de Cura. This town, eommonly called 
Villa de Cura, stands in a very dry and barren val- 
ley,* at an elevation of nearly 1,000 feet above the 
sca-level, in lat. 10° 2' 47". The surrotinding eoun- 
trv, with the exception of some fruit-trees, is almost 
destitute of vegetation. The population, in 1800, 
ivas only 4,000 souls, hut among them ivere fotmd 
nianv persons of cultivated minds. The town is cele- 
brated for the possession of a wonder-ivorking ídol, 
called Nuestra Senhora de los Valencianos, ivhiclt 
vas the suhject of a long and scandalous contest be- 
tween Cura and the neighbonring town of San Sebas­
tian de los Reyes. Some grains of gold are occa- 
sionally found in the beds of the torrents wliich tra- 
vcrse the neighhouring mountains.

from the extensive table-land of the Villa de Cura, 
there are eight leagues of ratlier steep deelivity to the 
lieginning of the llanos, whieh are a thousand feet 
lower than the valley of Aragua. The geological 
iuatures of the country noiv iindergo a striking varia- 
tiun,f the gneiss of the coast being succeeded hy

« says H um boldt. Lavaysse represenís it as situated in a 
fertile, though im cultivatcd valley, w ilh a  clayey soil-

r T he Sierra dc Mnriarn, i"  tlic cordillera of thu coast, is a 
loarsc-grnincd granito- To this, in the basin of Aragua, succecds

o 2
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metalliferous, serpentine, and trappean roeks. The 
road descends toward tlie bed of the Rio Tuçutunemo, 
the longitudinal valley of ivhich lies east and west, 
and theu turns into a transverse valley, very narrow 
in several parts, passing the villages of Parapara and 
Ortiz. After skirting the Cerro de Flores, it enters 
the valleys of Malpasso (so called from tire badness oi' 
the road,) and Piedras Azules (blue stones, from the 
colour of the slate whioli predominates). At the 
Mesa de Paja, in lat. 9°, the traveller enters the 
basin of the llanos.

T H E  LLANOS O R PLA IN S.

“  T h e r e  is something awful, but sad and gloomy,” 
remarks the lcarned Traveller, “  in tiie uniibrm 
aspeet of these steppes. Every thing seems motion- 
less. Scarcely does a small cloud, as it passes across 
the zenith, and announces the approach of the rainy 
season, sometimes cast its shadow on the savanna. 
I  know not whether the first aspeet of the llanos ex­
cites less astonishment than that of the Andes. 
Mountainous countries, whatever may be the absolute 
elevation of the highest summits, have an analogous 
physiognomy; but wc accustora ourselves with diffi- 
culty to the view of the Llanos of Venezuela and 
Casanare, the Pampas of Rueños Ayres and Chaco, 
rvhieh rocall to minó continually, during journeys of 
twenty or thirty days, the smooth surface of the 
ocean. I  liad seen the plains of La Mancha in Spain, 
and the real steppes that extend from Jutland, through

gneiss and mica-shitc, which, near Guigue and Cura, are fltin- 
ferous. South  of Cura, are found, in succession, transition green 
slate, black limestone, serpentine and gm enstein, amygdaloid, and 
phonolite.
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Lunoberg and Westphalia, to Belgïnm < liut the phuns 
oi the West and North of Eurojie present but a feelile 
image oí' the immense llanos of South America, All 
around us, the plains seemed to ascend loward tlie 
sky; and tliat vast and profound soUtude appeared 
like an ocean covered with sea-wecds. According to 
tlie unequal mass of vapours difñised through the at. 
mospheve, and the various temperature of the different 
strata of air, the horizon ivas, in some parts, ciear 
and distinet, in other parts, undulating, sinuous, and 
as ii striped. The eartk ivas there confounded with 
the sky. Through the dry fog and strata of vapour, 
the trunks of pahn-trecs were discerned at a great 
distance. Stripped of their foliage and their verdant 
tops, tliese trunks appeared like the masts of a sliip 
discovered at the horizon.

“  The llanos and the pampas of South America are 
real steppes. They display a beautiful verdure in the 
rainy season, but, in the time of great drought, assume 
the aspect of a desert. The grass is then reduced to 
powder, the earth cracks, the alligator and the great 
serpents remain bnried in the dricd mud, till awakened 
froin their long lethargy by the first showers of spring. 
Tliese phenomena are observed on barren tracts of 
fifty or sixty leagues in length, wlierever the savan. 
nas are not traversed by rivers; for, on the borders 
of rivnlets, and around little pools of stagnant water, 
the traveller finds at certain distances, even dming 
the period of the great droughts, thickets of mauritia, 
—a palm the leaves of wliich, spread out like a fan, 
preserve a brilliant verdure'. .

u The chief charactéristic of the savannas or 
steppes of South America is, the absolute want of hilis 
and inequalitie?, the perfect level of every pavt of the 
soil. Accordingly, the Spanish conquerors, who first
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penetrated i'rom Coro to the banks of the Apure, did 
not cali thun deserts, or savannas, or meadows, bnt 
plains, llanos. Oleen, in a space of tliirty square 
leagues, tJiere is not an cmiiience of a foot liigli. This 
reserablanee to tlie surface of the sea sti'ikes the ima- 
gination niust powerfully, where the plains are alto, 
gether destitute of palm-trees, and where the moun- 
tains of the shore and of the Orinoco are so distant, 
tliat they cannot be secn, as in the Mesa de Pavones. 
A person would be tempted tliero, to take the altitudo 
of tlie sun with a quadrant, if the horizon o f the land 
wcre not constantly misty, on account of the variable 
display of refraction. This equality of surface is stili 
inore peri'ect in the meridian of Calabozo, than toward 
the east, befcween the Cari, La Villa del Pao, and 
Nueva Barcelona; but it reigns without interniption 
from the mouths of the Orinoco to La Villa de 
Arauve and Ospinos, under a parallel of 180 Icagues 
in lcngth; ;uid from San Carlos to the savannas of 
Caqueta, on a meridian of 200 leagues.* I t  particu. 
larly characterises tlie New Continent, as it does the 
low steppes of Asia, between the Borysthenes and the 
Wolga, between the Xrtisch and the Obi. The deserts 
of central Africa, of Arabia, Syria, and Persia, Cobi, 
and Cnsna,-f- present, on the contrary, many incquali. 
ties, ranges of hills, ravines without water, and rocks 
that pierce the sands.

“  The llanos, howevcr, notwithstanding the appa­
rent umformity of their surface, furnish two kinds of 
inequalities, that do not escape the ohservaticm of au 
attentive traveller. The ílrst is kninvn by the ñame 
of Bancos .• they are real shonls in the basin of the

* '■ In siriclncss from N .N .E . loS .SA V .'’ 
i "  Or Kara];, between the laxarles and the Oxuisi”
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steppes, fractured stratu of sandstonc or compact 
limestone, standing four or five feet higher th.m the 
rest of the plain. These baules are sometimos tliree 
or four leagues in leugtli; thcy are entirely smootli, 
with a horizontal surface; tlieir existence is perceived 
oiiiy l>y examining their borders. The secoiul species 
of inequality can be recognised only by geodésica! or 
barometric levellings, orhythe course of rívers. It 
is calletl mesa, and is composed of small flats, or rathcr 
convex eminences that rise insensibly to the height 
of a i'ew toises. Such are, toward the east, in the 
province of Cumana, on the north of the Villa de la 
Merced and Candelaria, the Mesas of Amana, of 
Guanipa, and of Jonoro, the dircction of whieh is 
south-west and north-east; and whieh, in spite of 
their inconsiderable elevation, divide the wàters be- 
twcen the Orinoco and the northern coast of Terra 
Firma. The eonvexity oi' the savanna alone occa- 
«ions this partition: wc there íind the divorlia aqua­
rum'as in Pohuul, where, far from the Carpathhm 
mountains, the plain itsolf divides the wàters betweeu 
the Bàltic and the Black Sea. Geographers, who 
suppose that there exists a chain of mountains where- 
ever there is a Hne of división, have not fuiled to 
mark one in the maps, at the sources of tlie Itio 
Neveri, the Unare, the Guarapiche, and the l>no. 
Thtis, the priests of Mongul race, aecording to ancient 
aud superstitious custom, erect oboes, or little mounds 
of stone, on eveiy point where the rívers ílow in an 
opposite direction.

“  The uniform landscape of the llanos, the extremo 
paucity of inliabitaiits, the fatigue of truvelling beucatli 
a burning sky and un atiuospherc darkened by dust, 
the view of tlmt horizon whieh seems l'or ev.er to fice 
beiore us, those lonely Inmks of palm-trees whieh
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liave all the same aspect, and which we despair of 
reaching liecause they are confounded with other 
trunks that rise by degrees on the visual horizon ; all 
these causes comhined, make the steppes appear far 
greater than they are in reality. The planters who 
inhabit the Southern dedivity of the chain of the 
coast, see the steppes extend toward the south, as far 
as the eye can reaeli, like an ocean of verdure. They 
know, that, from the Delta of the Orinoco to the 
pvovince of Varillas, and thencc, by traversing the 
banks of the Meta, the Guardare, and the Caguán, 
they can advance 3ÍS0 leagues* in the plains, first from 
east to rvest, and tlien from north-east to sonth-east 
beyond the equator, to the foot of the Andes of Pasto. 
They know, by the accounts of travellers, the Pampas 
of Buenos Ayres, which are also llanos covered with 
fine grass, destitute of trees, and filled with oxen and 
horses become wild. They suppose, according to tho 
greater part of our maps of America, that this con­
tinent has only one chain of mountains, that of the 
Andes, which stretches from south to nortli; and 
they form a vague idea of the contiguity of all the 
plains, from the Orinoco and the Apure to the Rio 
de la Plata and the Straits of Magellan.”

After passing two nights on horseback, (for to travel 
over these haré savannas in the heat of the day, is 
next to impossible,) the Travellers arrived before the 
third night at the little grazing-fann (hato de ganado), 
called E l Cayman (the alligator), otherwise, La Gua­
dalupe. Here they found an oíd negro slave governing 
the establishment in tlie absence of the master. “  He 
told us,” says Humholdt, “  of herds comprising

* This is tile tlistauce from Tom buctoo to tire norlheru coast of 
Africa.
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several thousands of cows; yet, we asked in vain for a 
bowlofmilk. We were oífered, in the shell of the 
tutumo, some yellow, muddy, fetid water, drawn 
from a neighbouring pool. The indolence of the 
inhabitants of the llanos is sucli, that they do not dig 
wells, although they know, that almost every wliere, 
at ten feet deep, fine springs are í'ound in a stratum of 
red sandstone. After having suffered one half of the 
year from inundations, they patiently expose them- 
selves, during the other half, to the rnost distressing 
want of water. The oíd negro advised us to cover 
the cup with a linen cloth, and drink as through 
a filter, that we miglit not be incommoded by the 
smell, and that we might swallow less of the fine 
yellowish clay suspended in the water. We did not 
then think that we should afterward be forced, 
during whole months, to have recourse to this expe­
dient. The waters of the Orinoco are alike loaded 
with earthy partióles, and are oven fetid where dead 
hodies of alligators are found in the creeks, lying 
on sand-banks, or half-buried in mud.”

The Travellers longed for the accustomed refresli- 
ment of bathing, hut conld find only a reservoir of 
feculent water, surrounded with palm-trees. They 
liad begun, however, to enjoy the comparatively cool- 
ness of the water, when a noise on the opposite banks, 
occasioned by an alligator’s plunging into the mud, 
mude them leave tlieir bath preeipitately. They nmv 
attempted to return to the farro, from which they 
were only a quarter of a league distant; but they liad 
neglected to observe the direction they liad taken, and 
for two liours they wandered over these pathless 
plains, till, fortunatelv, an Indian, in collecting the 
cattle, fell in with them, and acted as their guide. At 
two in the morning, they set out for Calabozo. There
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was no moon-ligkt, but tlie masses oi' nebula whicli 
adom the Southern hemisphere, enlighumed, as they 
set, part of the horizon. “  The solemn spectacle 
of tlie starry vault, displaycd in all its immensity, the 
eool breeze whicli blows over the plain at night, and 
tiie waving motion of the high grass, aii comhined to 
reeall to mind the sui'f'ace of tlie ocean.”  At sun- 
rise, the plain assumes ¡i more animuted appcarance. 
Tile cattle, whicJi repose at níglit aloitg tlie pools, or 
beneath clumps of palms, assemble in herds, and these 
solitudes secm peopled with horses, mulos, oxen, and 
mulncani, a species of deer, who ave seen peacefully 
Imm zing in the midst of horses and oxen. The phe- 
nomenon of mhaye displays itself in these savan- 
nas under various modiíications: in the instanees 
observad by Humboldt, the objeets werc seen sus- 
pended, but not inverted. A drove of tvild oxen 
appeared, part witli tbeir legs raised above the 
grouud, the other part resting ou ít. The magical 
apparítion of large lakes with an uriduhiting surface, 
is frequently to be seen. In Crossing the Mesa of 
Calabozo, tlie heat was excessive, especially wlien hot 
gusts of wind carne loaded witli dust. The centigrade 
tliermomcter would thon rise from 31° or 32° to 
40° or410.

The town of Calabozo, situated between the Rívors 
Guaneo and Uritucu, in lat. 8° 56' ti", Ioiig. 
70a 10' 40" W . of Paris, contained at this period 
ouly 5,000 inhabitants, whose wealtli consisted in 
lienta, but every thing denoted increasing prosperity. 
There aro five villages, or missions, in its environs. 
Heve, in the very midst of tlie llanos, the seientilie 
Travellevs fourui un individual ofakindred spirít, a 
M. Carlos de Pozo, who, without having cver seen a 

philosophica! instrument, and witli no other instrue-
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tioii tlian what he liad obtaincd from De la Fond’s 
Tmitise on Eloctricity and Frankliu’s Memoirs, liad 
wnstruoted a complete electrica! apparatus. Til! 
now, lie liad enjoyed only tire astonishment and 
admiration produced by his experiments on persons 
destitute of all iní’ormation, and wlio liad never 
(juitted the solitude of the llanos. ïlic  arrival of 
the learned Europeans gave bim a satisfaction alto- 
getlier new. ïhey  liad brought ivith them elec- 
trometers, and a small Leyden pliial which could 
be chavged by friction; and M. Pozo could not con- 
tain his joy at seeing, for tho first time, instruments 
not made by liimself, but which appeared to be copied 
from bis own, Some galvanio experiments, also, 
Irighly delighted liim by their noveltv. u The ñames 
of Galvani and Volta had never before resoundcd in 
tliese vast solitudes.”

Next to the clectrical apparatus of tliis self-taught 
philosopher, nothing at Calabozo excited so mucli 
iuterest in the Travellers, as the animated oloctrieal 
machine, the gymnotus, or American torpedo, on 
which M. Ilumboldt made a series of híghly satisfac- 
tory experiments. These electrical eels inhabit the 
Itio Colorado, the Guarapiche, and severa! small 
streams which cross the Chaytna missions, as welf 
as the Orinoco, the Meta, and the Maranham; and in 
tiie llanos, particularly in the environs of Calabozo, 
the pools of stagnant water, and the streams which 
i'all into the Orinoco, are filled with them. They are 
at once dreadcd and detested by the natives. The 
muscular part of the fiesh is tolerably good eating, but 
the electric organ, which filis more than two-thirds of 
tlic body, is sliiny and disagreeable, and is, nccord. 
ingly, carefully sepárate ! from the rest. The pre. 
sonco of the gymuoti is considere»! as the principa]
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cause of t)ie want of fish in tho ponds and pools of the
llanos. They kill inany more than they devour 5 ami 
all the inhabitants of the wàters, liaards, frogs, and 
tortoises, dread and eudeavour to escape from their 
society. The Indians sometimes take young alligators 
and gymnoti in the same net, and the latter are never 
found in tliat case to display the sliglitest wound, 
liavíng evidently disabled the alligators before they 
could attack them. It was found necessary to chango 
the direction of a road near Uritncu, because these 
electrical eels ivere so numerous in one river, that 
they killed a great nuïabcr of mules every ycar as they 
foi-ded the water.

Desií-ous of inaking some experiments on these
remarkable fish, the learned Traveller repaired to 
a stream in which they - ahound, and wherc the 
Indians offered their Services in fishing for (hem ivtlh 
hortes. Ilaving caught about thirty wild borses and 
mules, they forced them to enter the pool. “  The 
extraordinary noise caused hy the horses1 hoofs, makes 
the fish issue from the imul, and excites them to com­
bat. These yellowish and livid eels, resemhling large 
aquatic serpents, swim on tlie surfate of the water, 
and crowd under the bellies of the horses and mules. 
A contest botweeu animals of so different an organisa- 
tion, furnishes a very striking spectacle. Tho In­
dians, provided with harpoons and long, slender reeds, 
surround the poolclosely; and some climb upon the 
trees, the branehes of which extend horizontally over 
the surface of the water. By their wild cries and 
the length of their reeds, they prevent the horses 
from mnning away and reacliing the bank of the pool. 
The eels, stunned by the noise, defend theniselves by 
the repeated dischargc of tlieir electric batteries. 
Dnring a long time they scem to provo victorious.
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Several liorses sink beneath tlie violence oí' the 
invisible sti-okes wliich they reeeivc f'rom ali sides in 
organs tlie most essential to üfe; and, stuimcd by the 
fui-ce and frequcmcy of thc shocks, they disappear undcr 
the water. Others, panting, witli mane erect, and 
iiaggard eyes, expressing anguish, raise themselves, 
and endeavour to fiee from tlie storm by whieh they 
are overtaken. They are driven baek by the Indians 
into the water: but a small nnmber sncceed in 
ehuliug the active vig'ilance oí the fishermen. These 
regain the shore, stumbling at every step, and 
stretch themselves on the sand, exhansted witli 
fatigue, and tlieir lhnbs henumhed by the electric 
shocks of the gymnoti.

“ In less than five minutes, two liorses were 
drowned. The eel, being five feet long, and pressing 
itself against the helly of the liorses, makcs a dis- 
charge along the wholc extent of its electric organ. 
It attacks at once the heart, the intestines, and the 
plexus cwliacus of the abdominal nerves. It is natural, 
tliat the eílect felt by the liorses should be more 
powerful than that produced upon man by the toueli 
of the same fish at only one of his extremities. The 
liorses are probably not killed, but only stnnned. 
They are drowned from the impossibility of rising 
amid the prolonged struggle between the otlicr liorses 
and the eels.

“  We had little douht that the fishing would ter- 
minate by killing successively all the animals en- 
gaged ; but, by degrees, the impetuosity of this mi. 
equal combat diminished, and the wearied gymnoti 
dispersed. They require a long rest and abundant 
nourialiment, to repaii- wliat they llave lost of galvanic 
forcé. The mules and horses appear lcss i'rightened ; 
their manes are no longer bristled, and tlieir eyes
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express loss dread. Thegymnoti approach tiinidly the 
edge of the marsh, wliere they aro takcn by means oí 
small harpoons fastoned to Iong cords. When the 
cords are very dry, the Indians feel no shock in raising 
the fish into the air. In a few minutes, we liad fivo 
large eels, the greater part of which were bnt slightly 
wounded.

“  It would be temerity to expose ourselves to the
Jirst shocks of a very largo and strongly irritated gym- 
notus. Ifhy chance you receive a stroke before the 
fish is ivounded, or wearied by a long pursuit, the 
pain and numbness are so violent, tliat it is impossible 
to describe the nature of the fceling they excite. I do 
not rcmember having ever received from the discharge 
of a large Leyden jar, a more dreadful slioek than 
tliat which I  experienced by imprudently placing both 
iny leet on a gymnouis just taken out of the water. 
I  was affected the rest of the day with a violent pain 
in the knees, and in almost every joint.

“  Gymnoti are neither charged conductors, nor 
hatteries, nor electro-motive apparatuses, the shock of 
ivhich is received every time they are touehed with 
one iiand, or wlien both liands are ajrplied to forra 
a conducting circle between tiro lieterogencous poles. 
The eleotric action of the fish depends entirely on its 
will; whether because it does not keep its electric 
organs always charged, or, by the secretion of some 
finid, or by any othcr means alike mysterious to us, it 
is capable of directing tlie action of its organs to 
an extonml object. We often tricd, both insulated 
and uninsulated, to toucli the fish, withont fceling the 
least shock. When M. Bonpland held it by the 
lteud, or by the middle of the body, while I held it by 
tlu; tail, and, standing on tlie uioist ground, clid not 
take each other’s haud,- one of us received shocks
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which the othor did not feel. It depends upon tho 
gymnotus to act toward the point where it íinds itsell' 
tho most stmigly imtated. The discharge is thon 
mado at one point only, and not at the neighbouring 
points. If  two persons touch the belly of the fish 
with tlieir fingers, at an inch distance, and presa 
it simultaneously, sometimos one, sometimos the 
otlier, will recoive the shoelc.”

The torpedo of Cumana and of Europe cannot be 
compared, in its electric powers, with the true gym- 
notus, although it is able to causo very painful sensa- 
tions. They differ also, spedfically, in some of tlieir 
vbaraeteristies. In both the torpedo and the gym- 
notus, however, the action is a vital action, dependent 
on the will of the animal, It cannot be passivdy dis- 
charged like a Voltaic pile or a Leyden phial, but 
irmsfc lie imtated to induce the shock. The Spaniards 
give them in common the name of leml·ladorcs, trem- 
blers, i . e .  produccrs of trembling ; and it is reinarle, 
able, that the electrieal fish of the Nile is called rhadd, 
which is said to signify what causes trembling.*

On the 24th of March, the learned Travellers 
quitted Calabozo, «md proceeded southward. The 
ground became more baro «and parclied, and the piilm- 
trees disappeaved as thoy advanced. They forded the 
Uritucu, which abounds with alligators of remarkable 
ferocity, and on the following day, traversed the Mesu 
de Paeones — a leve! so perfect and so bure of trees, 
that, as far as the eye can reach, not a single objoct 
fiftecn inches high can be discorcred. They passed 
the night of the 25th near the small míssion of Sau 
Geronymo del fíttayaval, on the banks ofthe Guarieo, 
which fulls into the Apure. Ou tlie 27th, passing

* tlumbohlt. Pers. Jí.nr. vol. iv. pp ..340—77-
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ovor low grounds often immdated, they reached the 
Villa de San Fernando, the capital of the Capuchin 
missions in tliis province, wherc their journey over 
tlie llanos terminatcd. The following three months, 
April, May, and June, they passed on the rivers.

“  It will scarcely be believed,”  remarles the lenrned 
Writer, “ that tlie Villa de Fernando de Apure, only 
fifty leagnes distant in a straight line from that part 
of tlie coast of Caracas which has been the longest 
inhabited, was founded only in 17ÜÍ). Its sitnatlon, 
on a large navigable river, near the month of another 
river that traverses the wholo province of Varínas, is 
extremely advantageous for trade. Evcry production 
of that province, bidés, cocoa, cotton, and indigo, 
passes tlnough this town towards the mouths of tlie 
Orinoco. During the rains, large vessels ascend from 
Angostura as far as San Fernando, and, by the Rio 
San Domingo, as far as Torunos, the port of the town 
of Varinas. At that period, the imnulations of the 
rivers, which form a labyrintli of branches hetween 
the Apure, the Arauca, the Capanaparo, and the 
Sinaruco, cover nearly 400 square leagnes. Every 
tliing here recalis the innndations of Egypt, and 
of tlie Lalte of Xarayes in Paraguay. The swellings 
of the Apure, tlie Meta, and the Orinoco, are also 
periodical. In  the rainy season, the horses that wan- 
der in the savanna, and have not time to reach the 
rising gronnds of the llanos, perish by hundreds. 
The mares are seen, followed by their colts, swimming 
during a part of the day to feed apon the grass, the 
tops of which only wave above tile waters. In this 
state, they are pursued by the crocodiles, and it is by 
no means nncommon to find the prints of the teeth of 
tliesc carnivorous reptiles on their thighs. The car­
casses of horses, mules, and cows attract an úmu-
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m e ra b le  m u l t i t u d e  o f  v u l tu r e s .  T h e  zamuros a r e  t h e  
illiso s , o r ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e  a q u i l in e  v u l tu r e s  o f  th i s  c o u n try .  
T l ie y  h a v e  th e  m ie n  b f  Pharaoh's chicleen, a n d  r e n d e r  
t l ie  s a m e  S e rv ic e  to  t h e  i n h a h i t a n t s  o f  t h e  llanos, as 
t h e  vultur pcrenoplerus d id  t o  t h e  i n h a h i t a n t s  o f  
E g y p t .”  *

There is a road, mentioned hy Humboldt, from 
Valencia to Varinas, ivlnch leads through Guanare 
and Misagual, and appears partly diiferent from the 
itinerary furnished hy Col. Hall. The district of 
Misagual is noted for its indigo. Guanare is described 
by Lavaysse as a handsome toivn, situated in a mag­
nificent plain on the banks of a river of the same 
ñame; ninety-three leagucs S.W. of Caracas, and 
fifty-four from Valencia. I t  ivas founded as early as 
3593, and contained ivithin its district, in 1807,
20,000 inhahitants, who derived considerable ivealth 
from their tobacco-plantations, till the cultivation ivas 
made a royal monopoly. Tiventy leagues north-ivest 
of Guanare, on the Valencia road, is the toivn of 
A raure, situated betiveen tiro branchos of the river 
Acarigua, the riglit branch of ivhich is navigable. 
This little toivn also is stated to be ivell built, and to 
have a handsome church, “  tlie temple of a mira- 
culous Madonna,” ivho, it seems, has, since 1757, 
started into competition ivith the Virgin of Guanare. 
The priests of Guanare declare, hoivever, that tlie 
Madonna of Araure is only a Capuchin fraud, and has 
never performed a miracle ! This toivn and its dis­
trict liad, in 1807, a population of 11,000 persons. It 
is erroneously placed by the Spanish gcographers in 
lat. 9° 15', long. 70° 20'. According to Col. Hall’s 
map, it stands in lat. 8o 45', long. C9° 10'; and

'f  I'ers. K a n -. vo¡. iv. pp. 3!H— 1-
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(«ñañaro, which Lavaysse S tates, on the authority of 
the Spaihsh writers, to be in 8o 14' of N. latitude, and 
long. 72° 5', stands in lat. íi°, long. (¡9o 35' W. of 
Greomvich. From Vitrinas, two roads lead wcstward, 
one !iy the ravíne of Callejones, to tho paramo de 
Mncuchics and tito mouutains of Marida; the other 
to Pedraza, which stands at the foot of the mouutains 
which separate the plains of Vitrinas from the basin of 
tho llio Solía.

In tho tract of country which fonns the entrance to 
the llanos, on the banks of tlie Uritucu, and, more 
espeeially, in the districts of San Sebastian de los 
Reyes, and near Guigue, is grown some of the iinest 
chocolate in Caracas. The cacao, or chocolate-tree 
(commonly, but incorrectly written, cocoa-tree),* is 
found wihl in the forests south of the Orinoco ; but 
títere is reason to believe, that no hevorage prepared 
from the sceds was in use among*the natives prior to 
tlie arrival of the Spaniards, who lirst introduced 
cacao-plantations into Caracas. They obtained tlicir 
knowledge of the use and cultivation of this tree from 
the Mexicans, who, in the time of Montezuma, not 
only cnltivated it, but liad oven learned to reduce 
the chocolate to cakes. The savages of the Orinoco, 
on the contrary, only suck the pulp of the pod, and 
throw awity the seeds. which are often found in lieaps 
where they have passed the night. Down to the six- 
teenth century, travellers differ widely in their opinions 
respecting chocolate. Benzoni, in his History of the 
New World, puhlished in 1572, styles it a drink titter

* Theobroma cacao. Tito Mexicans callcd it cacahuat!. The 
smail sced of the species callcd Tialcacalmatl, were usetl as c ia­
ren ey. Cortes calis thcm  cacap-trces. In I-Iuniboldl’s Politlcal 
l'ssay, the tree is also im iten  rarari, ov carava quahiiitl. (Vol. i¡¡. 
p. -2:',.) l i u  T ranslator calls U the cocoa-tree.
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lbr hogs thaa for men ; and the Jesuit Acostó, speak- 
ing of the excessive fondness of the Spanish Amen, 
cans for chocolate, says, that one mnst be accustomed 
to that hlack beverage, not to be sick at the mere siglit 
of its froth, which swims on it like yeast on a fer- 
mented liquor, « The cacao,”  he adds, “  is a pre- 
judice (una superstición) of the Mexicans, as the coca 
is of thePeruvians.” Cortes praises it as an agreeable 
and nutritious drink. “  He who has drunk one cup,” 
says the page of the great Conquistador, “ can travel a 
tv'hole day without any other íood, espeeially in verv 
iiot climates, for chocolate is hy its nature coid and 
rofreshing.” The Mexicans, it seems, prepared the 
infusión coid, mixing with it a little maize-flour, some 
ranilla, and a spice called mecaxoclútl. The Spaniards 
introduced the custom of preparing it by boiling water 
with the paste; but they have a strong dislike to the 
mixture of ranilla with the chocolate, deeming it un. 
wholesome. Humholdt bears testimony to the salu- 
tary propertíes of the bcrerage. “  Alike easy to con. 
rey and to employ as an aliment,”  he says, “ it 
contains a large quantity of nutritive and stimulating 
partides in a small „compass. I t  has been said with 
truth, that in Africa, rice, gum, and s/ica-butter, assist 
man in Crossing the deserts. In the New World, 
chocolate and maize-flour haré rendered accessible to 
him the table-land of the Andes and vast nnin- 
liabitalile forests.” The cacao harvest is very variable 
and precarious. The piant is extremely’ delicate, 
hable to be injured by suddeu changes in the tempera- 
ture, tliough only of a few degrees, or hy irregular 
showers, and exposed to various animal and insect 
depredators. The new planter may have to wai t eight 
or ten ycars for the fruit of his labours, for the planta- 
t'ons do not begin to yield till the sixtli, seventh, or

l ’A T ÏT  I I .  p
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cighth year, and they cense to be productive aftcr 
forty years. But, on the other liaud, the piantatious 
require a much srrmlier proportion of labouv than most 
otliers. One slave is sufficient for a thousand trees, 
wliich may yield, on an average, twelve fanegas of 
cacao, worth from twenty-five to forty-iivo piasters 
the fanega (aboufc a ewt.). The crops are gatliered 
twice a year, at the end of June and December. 
They vary much, yct less than the produce of the 
olive and the vine in Europe. The provinecs of 
Venezuela are supposed l>y Humlioldt to fumish nearly 
two-thirds of the chocolate that is consumed in tlie 
westem and Southern parts of Europe. The annual 
produce, from 1000 to 1 h00, of the whole captain- 
generalship, is believed to liave amounted to very 
nearly 200,000 fanegas, of which 145,000 fouvtd tlieir 
svay to Europe, while 00,000 were annually exponed 
from Guayaquil. The total valué of the exports of 
cacao is estimated by Hmnboklt at nearly 2,000,000 
sterling.*

Before we tako leave of the provinces of Venezuela, 
we must not forget to mention the very remarkable 
vegetable production that is indigenons to tlie cor­
dillera of the coast, particularly from Barbula to 
hlaracaybo, callocl the palo dc vaeaf or cow-tree, and 
(at Caucagua) the árbol de leche-, or milk-tree. It be- 
longs, apparently, to tho genus supota. As all tlie 
milky juices of piant» are acrid, bitter, and more or 
less poisonous, it was not ivithout somo incredulity

* tlumlioUU, 1’crs. Narr. vol. ¡ii. p. 102; vol. ¡v. pp. 231—42 i 
Pol. Essay, vol. iii. pp. 23—Ii. 'i'hc lumiiiil Wriicr glvus, as tlie 
resuit o fa  great nnmbor of local statements, Ilie computatio», that 
Europe a t present consumes annually, of chocolate, 23,(100,0W of 
poumls vreiglit; of tea, 32,000,000; of coETec, I40,om»,iHiO; of 
su.?ar, 4W,fKni.
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lluït Humboldt heard of tlie extraordinavy virtues of 
this tree; but he found tluit tliey were not exaggerated. 
“ On tlie barren ilanlc of u rock,”  he says, “  grows a 
tree with üry and lenther-like leaves; its large woortv 
roots can scarcely penetrate into the stony soil. For 
sevcral months of tlio year, not a single shower 
moistens Us foliage. Its branches appear dead and 
dried; yet, when the trnnk is pierced, there flows 
l'rom it a sweet and nourishiug milk. It is at sun- 
vise tluit this vegetable fountain is most abundant, 
ïlie  blacks and the natives are then to he soen hasten- 
ing from all quarters, furnished with large bowls 
to receive the milk, which grows yellow and thiekens 
at its surface. Some empty theiv howls under the 
tree, whiïe othcrs carry home the juico ibr tlieir 
children. This linc tree riscs like the broad-leaved 
star-apple. Its oblong and pointed leaves, tough and 
alternate, ave marked by lateral ribs: sume of thera 
arc ten inches long. Wedidnotsee theilower. The 
frtiit is somewhat fleshy, and contains a  nnt, some­
timos two. The milk obtained by incisions made in 
tlio trnnk, is glutinous, tolerably thick, free from 
all acrimony, and of an agreeable and balmy smell. 
It was oiïered to us in the shell of the tutumo or 
calcbash-tree. We drank a considerable quantity of 
it in the evening before we went to bed, and very 
early in the morning, without experiencing the 
slightest injurious effect. The viscosity of this milk 
alone renders it somewhat disagreeahle. The negroes 
and frco-lu,bourers drink it, dipping into it their marze 
or cassava-bread. The major-domo of tlio farm (at 
Barbula) told us that the negroes grow perecptibly 
fatter dtiring tlio season when the judo de vaca 
funiislies the most milk. This juico, cxposcd to the 
air, presents, ou its surfuce, a membranous and strongly
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aniraalised substante, ycllowish, stringy, and resem- 
bling eheese, wliicli, wlien separated from the aqueous 
líquid, is elastic, almost like India rubber, but under- 
goes, after some time, the same phenomena of putre- 
faetion as gelaline. The people cali the coagulum 
that separatas on contact with the air, eheese: this 
coagulum grows sour in five or six days.” * The vis- 
cosity observed in the fresh milk is, no doubt, adds 
the learned Writer, occasioned by the caoutchouc, 
which is not yet separated, and whicli forms one mass 
with the albumen and caseum, as the butter and 
caseum do in animal milk. The caoutchouc, or oily 
part, may therefore be considerad as the butter of this 
vegetable milk ; and in this combination of the albu- 
minous and oily principies, it bears the closest ana- 
logy to the milk of mammiferous animals. The 
butter-tree of Bambarra, mentioned by Mungo Park, 
is suspected to be of the same gemís as the palo de 
vaca.^ It remains for future travellers to pursue 
the intuir y respecting the genus and habits of this 
remarkable natural production, and to ascertain how 
far it will admit of being extended by cultivation.

We must now for the present part company with 
this indefatigable and truly philósophical Traveller, 
in order to explore the western provinces of Colombia, 
and penetrate the recesses of the Andes.

FROM VALENCIA TO BOGOTA.

T he anonymous Author of the Letters from Co­
lombia is the only modern traveller who has made the 
public acquainted with the route from Caracas to

* Giteuin, the basis of clísese, has been recently detccted in the 
emulsión of almonds.

t  Ilumboldt, Pers. Narr. vol. iv. pp. 212—22(¡.
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Bogotá. This journey, a distance, according to the 
coniputation of the country, of 1,200 miles, he per- 
i'ormed in two montlis, without experiencing auy 
sensible fatigue or other inconvenience. Disclaiming 
all literary or scientific pretensions, lie has giren an 
unadorned, but distinet and interesting account of 
liis journey.

lie left Caracas on the 22d of February, 1023. On 
the 2óth he reached Valencia, distant from Caracas 
thirty leagues and a half. Here he obtained three 
additional saddle-mides, and on the 27th, the party, 
who formed a small cavalcade, set out for the capital. 
An almost suffocating ride of three leagues across a 
savanna, brought them to Tocuyito, a pretty villago 
in the midst of haciendas. Along this road, the Spa- 
niards liad a little before been pursued with consider­
able slaughter, after their signal defeat at Carabobo. 
By the road side, and scattered over the plain, were 
still to be seen the romains of the unfortunate Godos 
(Goths, so the Spaniards wero called by the Patriots) 
who were kilíed in the retreat. The road beyond 
Carabobo becomes very precipitous, either winding 
along the side of mountains, or descending into deep 
ciells, the beds of mountain rivulets. At six leagnes 
from Tocuyito, is a solitary hovel called E l Hayo, 
wherc the wearied party halted for the night.* The 
animals being fastened to a cañe fence, the hostess, 
a “  half-starved Indian ivoman,” made a /ire, and 
prepared the chocolate which the Travellers had 
brought with them, (“ a great resource, by the by,” 
says the Writer, “  in this íand of bad living,”) which 
was served up in calebashes: they then slung their 
hammocks in tlie small room which served for a 
kitchen, and slept as they eould. From this place, 

r 2
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it is a dístance of foui' leagues, along good roads, to 
Thiuquilla, and six leagues and a half further to 
Tinaco, another large village, which the Travellors 
reached in tlie evening. In this day’s journey, tbe 
Writer's admiratum was excited by the various and 
buautiful phmsage of the birds, “  the commonest of 
which would be consídered as curiosities in Europe.” 
PaiTots and paroquets were seen in large flocks; also, 
the mocking-bird, the macaw, the scarlet cardinal, 
the guacharaca (a species of pheasant), and a small 
dove cxtremely tame. In every place, the population 
appeared to he decreased hy the war, to the lowcst 
ebh.

Tlio third day, they only procceded to San Carlos, 
a distance of four leagues and a half. The approach 
ís very picturesque. Several white steeples and the 
remains of large edifices are seen rising above the 
rich foliage; in the immediate vicinity is a good deal 
of cultivation,-chiefly indigo-plantations; and on the 
right, the lofty cordillera of the coast is seen stretching 
along to the nortli-cast. “ We were quartered,” says 
our Traveller, u in one of the best liouses in the 
town, exhibiting, in its gilded mouldings, the remains 
of former viches. Its principal inhabitants are now 
bats and spitlers. The owner, Don Andrés Iíerrera, 
a name distinguished among the conqucrors of the 
New World, was one of the richest men of the place, 
but is now reduced to comparative poverty, from the 
depredations of one partv, ancl the necessary exactíons 
of the other for the snpport of their cause. The re- 
sources of this town were fonnerly immense ; indeed, 
I am told, almost incredible, as there were individuals 
pnssessing wcalth beyond their power of computatiou, 
from the amazing and incalculable increasc in cattle.
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the principal source of tbeir prosperity; but a most 
destructive warfave lias proved that the sprhig was not 
inexiiaustible. There now harely remains a sufficiency 
for the common purposes of freight and conveyance ; 
and tmless timely mensures he adopted to replenish 
the breeding stock, the country will sustain a most 
serious loss in the extinction of this branch of trafile. 
There are several churches in San Carlos, of neat and 
rather elegant exterior, one of whicli was built at the 
solé expense of an individual of the town. Some 
large houses have withstood the earthquake; more 
are in ruins, as well as the greater part of the town ; 
but should the time arrive wlien the government or 
individuals muy be enabled to rebuild or renovate 
this place, it may he made one of the prettiest towns 
in the provinco. The principal objection to it as a 
residence, is the excessive heat which prevails. During 
our stay, the glass was at Í)G°, a heat beyond any we 
have yet experienced. At times, I  understand, it is 
much liigher. The oranges grown liere are considered 
by the natives as the best in the world ; they are ex­
cellent, but not, in my opinión, equal to European 
fruit. The populalkm is computed at 5 or G,000, in- 
cluding, probably, the adjacent villages.” *

At less than a íeague’s distance from this town, is 
the village of San José, and four or five loagnes fur- 
ther is another small hamlet, called La Ceyha. The 
road passes for tiie most part over rich savanuas, in- 
tersected hy mimerous rivulets, hoimded by a range

* According to  Lavaysse, San Carlos contained, in 1B07> moje 
than 15,1)00 inhabitants, consisting chid ly  o f scttlcrs from  the 
(’anary Islands. T h e  town is situated, he says, on the small river 
Aguare, which falla into a branch of the Apure. I t  was founded 
hy the missionaries.
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<>1' low but picturesque hills. It then enters on u 
linely uiululating country, which presented a “  park- 
like scenery, enlivened bv numerous birds of the most 
brilliant plumage, with wild deer browsing at a dis­
tante on the verdant hillocks.” At tlie Quebrada 
(ravine) de Camouraka, five leagues from San Carlos, 
the road to Merida turns off to the westward from 
the great road to Varinas. At nine leagues l’rom San 
Carlos is the straggling Indian village of Camaroucama. 
Ilere, the road enters a thick forest, and in about a 
league, crosses the Rio Claro, or Cojedes, at a ferry. 
Soon after, hegins the ascent of the very difficult and 
precipitóos pass over the Altar mountain. The party 
passed the night at a miserable pulpería, twelve 
leagues from San Carlos, wliere the only refreshment 
they eould obtain, ivas cassava-bread and guarapo, 
and the animals were reduced to leed on the thatch 
of the hovel. This mountain is covered with a thick 
forest of palms and other trees, wlioso interlaced 
branches the sun, in some places, cannot penetrate: 
henee, marshy spots occur, tvhich, in the rainy season, 
are frequently impassable.

Another fatiguing day’s journey of ttvelve leagues 
brought the Travellers to Barquesimeto. After 
emerging from the gloomy forests of E l Altar, an 
undulating country, partially cultivated, extends to 
La Morita, a distance of i’our leagues. On the left, a 
rango of mountains, the lower ridge of the cordillera, 
extends nortli and south. Beyond La Morita, the road 
enters on the rich valley of the Rio Claro, Crossing 
the river five or six times, before it begins to ascend 
the bilis. Extensivo plantations of indigo, cocoa, and 
sugar-caue, give a ílourishing aspect to the vale; and 
the large and neat village of Augure (qu. Caudares ?)
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presented the very imcommon appoarance of u re­
dundant population."

In no part of Venezuela did the disastrous earth- 
quake of 1812 occasion such appalling ravages as at 
Barquesimeto,— not even in Caracas. Scarcely a 
liouse remained entire; and of its eomparatively 
small population, the Writer was informed that 1,500 
persons were buried in the ruins. u Tlie inhabitcd 
part is now eomparatively small, having been Imilt 
since the awful visitation, l’rom the materials that 
abound in every direction ; and still, its fallen edi- 
fices present a moiirnful picture of desolation. The 
town is situated at the extremity of an extensive table 
mountain, whicli is again enclosed by still higlier 
eminences, the fertile valleys intervening: henee, 
perhaps, the cause of the severity of the shock. Situ­
ated on this plateaxt, it has the beneñt of constant 
breezes, whieh cool in some degree its excessively 
hot climate.” The population of Barquesimeto and 
its environs, is now supposed to be between 8 and
10,000 persons, of whom by far the larger portion 
inhabit the adjacent villages.-f- The remnants of the 
town were at this time íilled with refugees from Coro

* Col. Hall gives th e  followmg itiuerary of the road from San 
Carlos to Barquesim eto:

Leagues.
I’rom San Carlos —

To the Quebrada de Ca-
in o u ra k a ..........................  5

— Cam ouracam a..............  4
— E l A l ta r ........................  2
— G am alotal...................... 4
— La M orlta ......................  4
— Ilnstra jos....................... 2

21

Leagues.
Brought forw ard-•• • 21

T o  C audares..........................  1
— Barquesim eto.................  1

2a
Add the distanco from Va­

lencia to San Carlos, as 
given a t  page 222 ............  23.}

•1(¡¿
t  Lavaysse estlmates the population o f the town, in 1807, at 

l.r',00(l persons.
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añil the borders of Lake Maracaybo, who liad íled 
before tlie marandiiig bands oí' Morales.

A t tbe miserable place calleil Seritos Blancos, tlie 
road agaiii descends. From Los Horcones, tliree 
leagues í'rom Barquesimeto, an avid tract stretches to 
tile village oí' Chibor, the prickly pear, tlie aloe, and 
the dwarf-cedar, being the only vegetation. Ilere our 
Traveller fonnd a great many more emigrants í'rom 
Coro and otlier towns on the eoast. The village itself 
presented symptoms of improvement: a neat church 
had been recently erected, and houses were under- 
going repair, or rising from tlieir ruins. The same 
uninteresting country extends beyond Chibor, till the 
road descends by a winding ravine to the bed of the 
Tocuyo, where the traveller finds himselí enclosed 
mi ali sides by mountains, and the lieat becomcs ex- 
cessive.

The Writer was detained at Tocuyo from the 5th 
to the llth  oí' March, in consequence of his luggage 
not having arrivod from Caracas. lie describes the 
site of the town as, next to Caracas, the hest chosen of 
any he had seen; but the climate, lie says, is at least 
ten degrees hotter, as tliere is seldom mueli air stirring. 
The mean lieat during his stay, was 8ü° Fahr.* Yet, 
excellent wheat is grown in the district, together with 
the sngar-caiie, maize, and plautains. Tlie plain is 
about three leagues long by one in breadtli. The 
river Tocuyo winds thnmgli it at the back of tbe 
town, between whicii and a chain of higli calcareous 
mountains running NJ5. and S.W., tliere is a con­
siderable tract of fertile land. The town is regularly

'* Lavaysse statos, Uvil the climate of Tocuyo “  is coo!, oven 
roK!, from November to April, wliile the winil blov-s í'rom the 
iiorth."
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Imilt, Imt contains íew good liouses. It formerly con- 
tained throe diurehcs and tv/o convents, Franciscan 
and Dominicam Sinco the suppression of tlie monas­
terios, the Franciscan convent, wliieh is described as 
tlic finest religions edilice vliich the Writer liad seen 
in the country, with the cxception of the cathedral 
at Caracas, has been converted into the ]mrrofpiia, 
tile churches having suflered from the earthquake. 
The population at present does not exceed from !5 to
4,000 pcrsons.* In the evenings, tliore 'vas a sort of 
rcndexvous at the river, wliere the females make no 
scruple of bathing at the same time and place as the 
men. Tocuyo was formerly noted for the superior 
wool of its sheep, and for its tanneries, 'vliicli formed 
a considerable branch oí'its trade.

Eeyond Tocuyo, the most diíiicult passes commence. 
The road is level and good for the íirst four leagues, 
'vinding through a ddile ofrich, varied, and cultivated 
laúd, ahundantly watered. The sugar-cañe, maize, 
and plantains are the chief productious, lmt títere are 
a íew cocoa-plantations. A range of sterile moun- 
tains on either side of the rocky hed of the river, rise 
gradually in height as the traveller approaches Olmu- 
caro Abaxo, a small Iiulian village of about forty 
detached lints. On these mountains is found “  a 
species of wild lilac, of a fixed and much brighter 
colour tlum the European.” Olmncaro is situated at 
the extremity of the plains, shut in on ali sides hy 
mountains, and immediately at the foot of one of 
immense perpendicular height, but at a considerable 
elevation above the b.ed of the river from which the 
ascent begins: the temperature was found to be *•

*• D epons s la tc s  tito  po p u latio n  a t  10,200. H e represen!* the 
inhábil an ts  as s in g u h v iy  p ro n e  to  suicide.
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8° cooler tlian at Tocuyo. The_next day’s journcy, 
í'rom Olmuuaro to Agua de Obispos (bishop’s water), 
is a diffieult and fatiguing one. The road descernís 
by a steep and craggy path, till it again meets the 
river Tocuyo at tho liottom of a deep ravine. A rudo 
bridge, formed by t!ie trunks of trees lashed tog’Other, 
has been raised on stone buitreases at a considerable 
lieíght above tlie stream, which, issning froin fissures 
in the monntains, foams down a rocky bed. I t  takes 
its rise a littlo above, receiving several tributary tor­
rents which likewisc issue from the mmmtains. The 
road now ascends a narrow defile, “ threatencd by 
overhangingrocks and cloud-capped mountains.” The 
Writer had visited Wales the preceding ycar, and 
liad seen some magnificent passes, with a greater body 
of water foaming down the rockyprccipices; but, com- 
pared with this soene, he says, they dwindled into 
insignificance. The further lie advanccd, the greater 
was the admiración exoited, as he wound “ along 
avemies of luxuriant foliage of the most varíed de- 
scription, among which, overhanging the stream, 
were trees of gigantic size,—some loadedwitli awhite 
kind of moss dropping from the branches, like pendent 
icicles, others eovered with ivy, or festooned with 
arobes of bignonia, stretching from tree to tree in ver- 
dant arcades, and forming ridi contrasts with those 
hcaring orange-coloured and deep-blue flowers; while 
flocks of pai-oquets, doves, tropialcs, &c. added to the 
noveity and iuterest of the scene. We had nowbegun 
tho ascent of one of the highest and most diffieult 
passes in the route. Tlie more ground we gained, 
the more distant appeared the summit we had yet to 
climb; but the sublimity of this monntain scenery 
would liave repaid any fatigue. After four lionrs of 
continual ascent, wc reached some slieds about the
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middl'e of tlie mountain, which had been erected by 
Morillo as a covering for the troops who secured the 
pnss. Here we made a halt, and had recouvse to our 
cantcens. The temperature was cool and agreeahle, 
and we found a spring of delicious water cióse at 
hand.” lu  tliree honrs and a half inore, theyreached 
the summi t, which affordcd a stupendous prospect: 
mountain belovr mountain extended in lessening 
gradations beneaih tliem, while clouds rolled on the 
lower eminences. Aftcr descending for an liour and 
a half, they reached the few detached huís called 
Agua de Obispos, near which are some patches of cul­
tivaron. The thermometer here fell, in the night, 
to 60°, — a differeiice of 3G° between this place and 
San Carlos.

The nex't day’s stage is to Carache. For an hour, 
the road is a steep ascént: it theu lies along a ridge 
of high mountains, gradually descending for three 
houvs by an even but nprrow road, through scenery 
of the grahdestdescription. At times, the pathway is 
so narrow, that a false step would precipítate the 
traveller rtown an almost perpendicular steep of in­
calculable depth. About mid-way, the narrow vale 
of Carache opehs on the view, picturesquely em. 
bosomed in mountains, and reminding our Traveller 
of the valley of Chamouny. The descent to the town 
oceupied three hours. No place through which the 
Writer had hitherto passed, presented so striking an 
nppearanco of desolation as this lifctle village, which, 
having heen oceupied at different times by both of 
the contending armics, had been vcduced to the low- 
cst misery. Many of the houses were deserted, the 
inhahitants having sought shelter in the woods; and 
in the huts which were still oceupied, there was 
scarcely an article of fm'nitnre,~.in some not even a 

vAii'c n .  a
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(loor. With difficulty the Travdlers obtained provi, 
sions oí any kiml, and they were informed, thut 
“  thcre was not'in  the town wine enough for the 
commnnion Service.”

The vale oí Carache, which may he about three 
leagues m extont, terminotes at a hig'h mountain, 
over which the road passes, and then descends into 
nnothcr vallcy lving nearlv parallcl, about iour leagues 
iu extcnt hv one in hreadth, watered hy a sraall river, 
but apparently oí much richer soih At its further 
extremitv is the Indmn village oí Sania A n a , contain- 
ing at this time uut more than fiíteen or twentv famt- 
lies. Wheat, maize, potatoos, and plantaina thrive 
under the mild temperature. Another summit, en- 
veloped in cloiuls, liad to lie surmotmtcd, to completo 
a lumL dnv’s journey of ttn  leagues to the miserable 
village oí Mocoy, which lies at the foot of the moun« 
tain, ¡md is rcached hy a most íatiguing descent of 
two hours. The road from this place lies soutlnvard 
along a í'ieh vallcy, which opens as the traveller ap- 
proaches Panpauíto, a distance oí two leagues and a 
lialf. This is the point oí the road nearest to Tmx. 
il!o, which lies a couple of leagues out of the route to 
Metida. An advaiiccd guard from that city, consiat- 
ing of a troop of cavalry, wero stationed here. Their 
ñne,athletic appearance ill agreedwith theirwretched 
accoutremcuts. Most of them were half-uaked; none 
liad either storkings or boots; and tbe principal badge 
of their profession was a kind of helmet made of 
bullock’s bidé, with a strip of blacked sheep-skin for 
a cockade. The Travellers now found the heat again 
oppressive, — the thermometer at Í14°. The valley 
continúes to expaiul, and exhibits signs of tolerable 
cultivation and the highest fertility. “  The covp- 
d'ail of its full basin, from a wooded eminence at the
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further extremity, heightened by the warni tints üi' 
the evening sun, was rich almost beyond precedent. 
In fact, tliis line valley,” says the Writer, “  is hardly 
surpassed in beautyby tliose of Aragua.” A pulpería, 
situated on an elevated platean of considerable extent, 
eallcd Savanna Larga, afforded lodging for the night. 
From tliis mouiitain plain, a winding road leads down 
to the bed of tho river Motatan, flowing to the Lake 
of Maracaybo. The village of Valera, through which 
the road passes, is not inore than ten leagues distant 
from t!ie lake. Near that village, is an extensive 
cwüix-hacienda, and the wliole tract is interspcrsed 
wxtli fine estates, and others that have been suffered 
to go to decay, Imt which attest the riehness of the 
soil. Tliis day’s stage terminated at the poor Indian 
village of Mendoza. Two leagues further, the road 
again enters the ínountains. The íirst suminit is of 
moderate elevation; and the road being tolerablv 
good, the ascent occupied only two hours. The mag- 
níficence of the seene which presented itself wlien 
they liad gained the highest point, the Writer says, 
is almost unequalled. “ Beneath us, at an immense 
(kqith, lay the verdaut vale of Timotes, through which 
we could trace for leagues a serpentine river. Rising 
al)ove this is a range of hilis of moderate dimensions,
biit almost perpendicular acclivity,_the summits,
whícli are extensive table-lands, eultivated in parts, 
ivith the village of La Mesa, at the eastern extremity. 
A senoml chain of immense height rises abruptly from 
the Mesa (the eminence so called), covered mostly 
with forest, Imt terminating ahove the clouds, which 
appeared to rest mid-way, in rock y and craggy sum- 
mits of various forms.” It occupied nearly four hours 
to descerní into the vale. Tlie mountain which they 
had for the next day's jonrney to eross, rises to the

-2 ó.5
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height of a paramo. The ascent, tliough by a gnod 
i'Oacl, occnpied nearly four hours; and at the summit, 
the tlicrmometer fell to 42° 30'. Beyond the strag- 
gling village of Chachopo, all useful vegetationceases, 
“ tl’.e only covering to the stony mountains being a 
kirid of moss, and a plant somewhat rcsembling the 
aloe, hut of a more woolly appearance. Tlíe morning,” 
our Traveller adtls, “  ivas extremely favonrahle for 
Crossing,heing perfectly olear: at other times, the pas- 
sage is often dangerous, and in stormy weather imprac­
ticable. The view from the height comprised a mnss 
of barren and rugged mountains, more wild than iiu 
teresting. Heneo we descended by a gradual slope, 
and a tolerablygood road, for four hours. The scenery 
possesses no novelty, except, indeed, the abundant 
sources of varions rivers which takc their rise in 
theso mountains; and it is interesting to watch the 
increasing vclocity of the currents as they proceed, 
receiving reinforcements from every ravine.” At 
the end of eiglit hours, they reached Mucuchies, si- 
tuated in the midst oí' a haré, uninteresting tract: not 
a tree is to be seen, but aconsiderable quantily of cora 
is grown here. The town has a neat church, and 
formerly containcd 3,000 inhabitants; hut the war, 
emigration, and the small-pox liad lamentably dimi- 
nished their numbers. The thermometer, which 
stood at G0Q here in the day, fell at night to 40°,— a 
change of twenty degrees in a few hours; and the 
coid was very sharp. The descent from this town, 
which follows the ehannel of the Biver Chama from 
its source, rolling over its rocky hed with great 
velocity as it approaches the small village of Mucu- 
cubar,_soon placed the Travellers again in the tem­
perature of summer lieat. The country liad gradually 
become more fertile, and the scenery increases ama'/-

2òü



ingly in richness and grandeur as the traveller draws 
nuar “  the delightfui city”  of

M ER ID A .

Tm s city, of wliicli we llave already given a brief 
description, is commonly considered as about half-way 
between Caracas and Bogotá; but thc Traveller whom 
ive are following, States, tliat there is, he believes, no 
accurate computaron of tlie distante.* Next to Ca­
racas, tlii.s was by far the largest city in Venezuela. 
At least two-thirds of it are now in ruins, the cffect 
of the same awful convulsión of nature that desolated 
the capital. From 12,000 persons, the mmiber of in- 
habitants in 1004, the "Writer supposes that the popu- 
lation is now reduced to prohably not more than a 
fourth of that numbcr. “  The distance is nearly 500 
miles, and yet, the convulsión was simultaneous. 
JUerida, in proportion to its size, has suffered more 
than Caracas: with the exception of two streets, at 
loasfc a inile in length, it presents an unvaried picture 
of ruin and desolation.-j- Before the calamity of 1812, 
it possessed ñve convents and three parish churches : 
at present, one only of the former remains, the Do- 
niinican, whicli, since the aholition of religions orders 
by the decree of Congress, has been converted into 
the cathedral. A convent of nuns, of the order of St. 
Clara, still, however, exists; there is also a hospital 
and a public college, in wliicli sixty students are in- 
strncted in Spanish, Latín, Natural Philosophy, and 
Theology.” The site of tliis city, the Writer repre- 
scnts as the inost delightful spot the imagination can

•'s As far as we can gatlier from the W rilcr’s own com putation 
by lime, RIcrida m ust be about fja 1 cagues W . o f  Uarquesimcto, 
which woukl m ake its distance from  Caracas 1G0 leagues, and it is 
about lóO from  Bogotá.

f  A similar catastrophc redneed th e  city alm ost to  m ilis in lf ilt.

C O L O M B I A .  2 5 7
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paint. “  What might not be made of it,”  lie says, 
u if pcoplcd by European families of enlightened ideas, 
and tvith sufficient capital to rebuild and beautify tlie 
city as its situation deserves!” Seated on an ele- 
vated table-land, three leagucs in lcngth and one in 
breadth, surrounded by three rivers, it unites with 
extraordinary felicity the three choicest gifts of na­
ture,—-a fertile soil, a temperate climate, and beauly 
of situation. Within view of the city, the land 
yields cocoa, coifee, and cotton, maize, phmtains, and 
the tropical fruits, ndicat, barley, and potatoes. In 
the vale of the Chama, at the foot of the mountains, 
the temperature is betveen 89° and 90° Fahr., wliile, 
immediately fronting the town, the summits of the 
mountains rise into the región of perpetual snow. 
The ascent to the city from the valley, is by a very steep, 
abrupt, and narrow pass. Having gained the smnmit, 
you are almost immediately in the city, wliich com- 
mences at the eastern extremity of the platean, eover- 
ing at least half a square league. On the north, soutb, 
and east, the sides of the mountain are perpendicular, 
having at their baso the Itivers lUacnjun, Albarregas, 
and Chama. To the west, the table-land ternis slightlv 
to an inclined plane. On every side tower chains of 
Iofty mountains: those to the south are the highest, 
and their snowy summi ts are seen risingout of azontof 
dark green forests. In the immediate vicinity of the 
city, tliere is a great deal of land on the Mesa, which 
might be converted iuto beautifnl gardens and plea- 
sure grouiids. The mean temperature here is from 
G7° to 70°.* The city is regularly luid out, like ali

* Accordmg to  Alcedo, the city enjoys, every twcnty-four hours, 
th.e fonr sensons; viz. twclve hours o f cohi, from six in the evening 
till s is  in the m ortiing ; four hours o f  vernal w arm th, from  six to 
ten, A .M .; and eight o f sttmmer heat from  ten, A.M. to s ix , I’.M.
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tlie Spanish towns, the streets intersecting cach othcr 
at right angles, eacli liaving in tlie centre a cloar 
stream of running water. The abundante of moun- 
taiu rivulets presents every facility for milis and 
otlieí species of machinery; and should it he fouml 
pi'acticahle to render the Chama navígable, the city 
would enjoy, fi'om its proximity to Lake Maracayho, 
almost the aclvantages of a maritime situation. The 
excessive insalubrity of that part of the lake whcrc 
the Chama falls into it, is assigned, however, in 
Aicedo’s Dictionary, as the reason why the difficulties 
of the river navigation liave not been overeóme. “ It 
is indeed impossible,” we are told, “ to pass two hours 
at that place without catching a fever, the malignity 
of which geiierally proves fatal.” Vet, how unhealthy 
soever the sliores, the influence of the malaria could 
hardlv extend to the craft on the waters. It remains, 
too, tobeascertained, whether this isnniformly the case, 
or only dnring the hottest season, or ])Ossibly, wlien, in 
thescason of drought, the waters of thelake may retire, 
and leave a marshy tract uncovered. Bntcher's meat 
is good and cheap at Merida, heing supplicd from 
Varinas and Pedrada. In the vicinity, according to 
Alcedo, there aro gold mines, lint tliey are not 
worked. The greatest drawback on the natural ad- 
vantages of the situation, is its liahility to earth- 
(¡uakes, from which it has repeatedly sufFered; but 
this fearful condition of prosperitv attaches to it only 
in cominon with Caracas, Valencia, and Bogotá, with 
Gun tímala and Lima, with Smyrna and Aleppo.

On the 23d of March, the Writer again set out, 
commencing wliat lie terms the third división of his

Tlieso transitions ave smnetimes, however, rapid and severo, and 
measion disorders. T h e  west wirnl is cspeeially dreaded. T he 
rains fall a t all seasons, and are very heavy.
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long jonvney. The road proceeds wcstward along 
the platean, till, at the end of about two leagues, it 
leads, by a sliort bnt steep and stony descent, to the 
vale of Erjido, Crossing the Albarregas and tlie Mont- 
atiban. This rieh vallev, about a league in extent, is 
in a state of pretty unifonn cultivation. At the end 
of it, mountainous passes succeed; and a fatigning 
ascent up a very rugged road, traversed hy two or 
thrce ràpid torrents, conducted tho Travellers to tho 
village of San Juan. Here there was formerly a con- 
ventofnuns, hut the sisterhood lmvc bcen dispersed 
in consequenee of the party feclings introdnced by the 
Revolution, and tlie huilding is in ruins. The Godas 
retirad to Maracaybo; the patriòtic sisters have found 
an asylum at Mérida, In this neíglibourhood, we 
ave told, is a small lake, from l'our to five fatkoms in 
depth, in the bed of which is found “  a leind of salt of 
a rocky consisteney, called tirado, which, wheu mixed. 
with chimoH, au extract from tobáceo, possesses very 
valuable properties, and is much used by the natives 
in fattening cattle, and for a varíety of other purposes. 
The Indians obtain it in small portions hy diving to 
the bottom of tbe lake, and detaching it from tho bed. 
In this dangerous Service many liavc pevished, and it 
is only surprising that, for a fcw reals a day, tliey 
subject themselves to the risk. The tirado i» not 
known to exist in auy other part of the Republic.” 
What sort of salt it i-eally is, it is impossible to gather 
from this vague account, evidcntly derived from hear- 
say informatioa. Alcedo does not meution this re- 
markable production, though he refers apparently to 
this lake. “  In the vicinity of Mcrida,” he says, 
“  is a mountnïu in which is a lake, and which is called 
tho Cerro dc las Flores (tlic monntnin of fiowers), 
from tho varíety which it produces, together with
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laureis and other trees and plants, which cover 
it, and vender it pleasing to behold, its channs being 
lieightened by a great variety of birds.” Our Tra­
veller, desoribing tlie mountain-road to San Juan, 
says: “ The acacia is in great abundance, togethcr 
ivith wild jasmine and other bcautiful mountain 
llowers, spreading a delicious fragrance.”

The next íive leagues, from San Juan to the 
hacienda of Estanques, comprise one of the most diffi- 
ailt and dangcrous passes in tliis part of the country, 
over a double chain of mountains, bctween which, at a 
considerable depth, the Chama ruslies along a rocky 
bed. The road, which runs frotn N. to S., alternately 
ascending and descending, consists of a narrow path- 
way cut in the almost perpendicular sides of the 
mountains, barely wide enough for the passage of the 
animals. The rocky summits on either side increase 
in height and wildness of aspect as the traveller ad- 
vances. In one parí, the deíile is so narrow, that the 
slightest ial.se step would precipítate the mulé and the 
rider do'wn a precipite of many hundred feet hito the 
Chama, which flows at the bottom. The river is 
crossed by two curious bridges, consisting simply of 
long strips of liide, fastened on either side to poles 
iixed in the earth. “  On the surface of these is placed 
a square piece of liide, on which the traveller seats 
himself, and, witli the assistance of a cord to which it 
is fastened, pulís himself across.” The river, though 
not deep, runs witli such violence, that it would be im­
possible to ford it.

The hacienda of Estanques is a cocoa and coffee- 
plantation of considerable exterit. “ The agricul- 
turalist in tliis country,” remarks the Writer, “ has 
an excellent method of availing himself of the Services 
of bis slaves, almost freo of any expense. Euch man,

(i 2
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or family, receives a certain portion of lancl, called 
a conuco, which he cultívales for his own support; 
for this porpose he is left at liberty a day in each 
week. A tasto for husbandry is herchy acquired, 
which in tho end is beneficial to the estáte. Five days 
ave devoted to the hacienda, and on Sumlay they are 
again fres. After hearing ntass, in which they are 
very pnnctilious, the rest of the day is devoted to 
dancing, a rocreatíou which the blacks ave passion- 
ately fond of.

“  Amongst the most liberal laws adopted hy the 
first national congross, is that of abolishing slavery 
after the present generation. A fund is also csta- 
blished for the pm-poso of annually redeeming a certain 
nuinber from bondage, so that in a lew years the 
unnatnral dístinction w'ill no longer exist. From the 
poriod of passing the decree, tlie children of slaves are 
declared freo, hnt homul to indemnify the master, 
who has beca at the expense of dothing and foeding 
them, either by a certain mimber of years of per­
sonal servitude, or an equivalent to the expense 
incurred.

“  W« vero seated at dinner on the balcony which 
surrounds tho hmi.se, when all the children belonging- 
to the estáte, to the number of ahont sixty—the boys 
in one linc, the girls in another—deseending by a 
windingpath from tho village, approached tlie church, 
singing in very good time a hyirm or evening 
prayer: ivhen in front of the house, they all knelt 
down in the same order, and, Iifting- up their hands, 
prayed aloud. All religions ceremonies are im- 
pressive; and in the present instance, that feeling was 
greatly enhanced hy the silualion—as it were, in the 
midst of the tvildemes». Takcn by surprise, the effect 
of so mauy youug creatnres addressing their Creator
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in tliG same words and tone, joiued with the con­
sideratio», how inestimable a blessing tbe introduc­
tio» of Cliristianity, although so disfigured, is 
amongst a race of beings but lately barbarians, made 
it the most impressive sight I  recollect to have wit- 
nessed.”

The "Writer docs not mention the temperature of 
the ralley, but, if it were not sufiiciently indicated by 
the nature of the produce, the cireumstance of oui’ 
Traveller’s heing- kept awake hy “ myriads of mos- 
quitoes,” in alliance with a small fly callad ejen, more 
diminutivo, but not less pcrsocuting, than a ñea, pro­
cludes Ilie necessity of reference to the barometer. 
Iicavy rains detained the party here next dav till 
about noon. They then commenced their routo by 
entermg a forest, and fording a small river, whicli 
intersects the road by its windings at least a dozen 
times. But torrents of rain socm overtook them, and 
compelled them to hnlt for the night, at the and of two 
leagues, at Vijagual— an “  ludían cottagc,”  in the 
most romàntic spot imaginable. “  Sitiiated on a 
geutle rise, it comniauds a view of the mountainous 
forest that enenmpasses it on ali sides, for the most 
part impervious to man, and the residente of animals 
hostile to his nature. The gloomy silente is liere 
biokcn by the impetuous conree of the Rivcr Maouti, 
now much swollen by the rains.” In tliis cottage iu 
the wilderness, the ïravellers met with the most líos- 
pitahlo treatment on the part of the inmatcs. A tole- 
rahly level and good road, following the courxe of the 
river, through the same magnificent forest seencry, 
conducís to the parroquia, of Bayladores, a distance of 
six leágues. Herc, for the first tíme, the Writer saw 
the tobacco-plant in cultivation, which is still a 
government monopoly; but the restrictions are to be
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repealed as soon us the financia! exigencias of the 
state will admit ot' it. A considerable quantity is 
grown in this ncighbourhood, and tbere is a govern- 
mcnt establishiaeut in the town for the manufacture 
of segars and snuif. This ciroumstancc may possibly 
account for the roputed attadimcnt of the inhahitants 
to the Spanish interent. A división of Spanish troops, 
under La Torre, vas quartered here for eleven 
months. Anothcr league brought the Travellers to 
La Cebada, so callcd from the quantity of barley 
grown tliere. Two ridges of voodcd mountains cu­
élase an extensive vale runuing E. and \V., the 
greater part of which is sovn with grain, leaving 
patelies of rich pasturage. Several detaehed favm- 
houses, of neat appearunce, add to the picturesque 
effect of the sccnery. Bnt in none of these could be 
found an inhabitant, and the Travellers were obliged 
to pi'oceed to the extremity of the vale, called La 
Pleyta, where they were more fortunate. The owncr 
of a solitary farm-kouse in this retired spot, proved to 
be the individual to whom they were fumislied with 
recommendations from thc family at Vijagual. Here, 
towards evening, they found it very cold; the ther- 
mometer was, at one time, as low as 55°. The next 
day’s journey lay over the small parama of Porta­
chuelo to La Grita,—a distance of only live leagues, 
bnt the descent through the forest which clothes the 
Acclivity, is extremely tedious and fatiguing. La 
Grita, at one time the head town of the province oi’ 
Maracaybo, was founded in 1570, with the dedieatory 
title of Espíritu Santo superadded to the name givon 
to it by the natives in tlieir battles. It is rather 
prettily situated on an eminenec commanding the view 
of a large and cultivuted vallcy, lietnmed in by moun- 
tuins. The distriut used to yield abimdance of cocoa
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and sugar, and large herds of cattle are brcd in the 
pastures. The town is now tuo large for tlie popula- 
tion : many of tlio liouses were found deserted. The 
women are for the most part tall, very plain, and 
mudi disíigured hy goitres ; a disease very prevalent 
througliout tliis line of mountainous country. The 
river which rises opposite the city (fur it bears this 
tille), runs N.W., and falis into the Sulia.* A good 
and lcvel road along the valley for íive leagues, leads to 
El Cobre, so called f'rom the copper mine in its neigh- 
bourhood.·f· The road thcn passes over the paramo 
called E l Zumbador (the liummer), from the inces­
sant violonce of the wind on the summit, which often 
renders the passagc extremely dangerous, driving- the 
mules sideways, and frerpiently threatening to liurl 
both mule and rider into the ahyss below. Our 
Traveller was, however, disappointed at being balked 
of the anticipated diflicultios of the passage: the wind 
was calm, the temperature as higli as (¡0°. The view 
from the summit is very grand, coni]>rehending an 
immense tract of country, terminating in a higli chain 
of mountains ruiming S. W. and N.E., and apparently 
the highest from the level of the plain of any that the 
Writcr had seen, not excepting, he says, the Silla of 
Caracas. At the foot of the mountain, on the other 
side, is a solitary house called Los Cancis ; but, this 
being occupied, the Traveliers pushed on to Savanna 
Larga, distant ten leagues from La Grita.

The ricli and picturesque valley on which the Tra-

* In Akedo's D ictionary, La Grita js staied to  be forly-six miles 
from Mérida, and sixty-sevcn from  Pamplona- I t  m usl be a t  least 
eigluy miles from  the form er, and 1 0 U from  the lattcr.

1 Alcedo mentums mines o f  copper in  the d istrict of La Grita» 
which, lic says, arc not w orkcd; also, (ju turks of “  a  bluc stone in 
hii;h request among the painters.’’
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vellera had now entered, ¡s watered by the River 
Tormes. They halted at tlu- village of Tariva, and in 
tlie evening proceedecl tliree leagues further, to the 
village of Capachio, seatcd on an eminence command- 
ing the whole vale. The next day, they passed thc 
village of San Antonio de Cuenta,* and, a little he- 
yond, crossed the Taohira,— a rivnr tliat fonnerly 
divided Venezuela l'rom New Granada. At the ond 
of twelve leagues from Sauanna I-arga, they had tlio 
satisfaetion of íinding thomselves at

CUCÜTA.

“ Ros amo de C cicuta will ever he fnmed in the 
annals of Colombia, as the town ¡u wliich the fivst 
general congress was held, and where the coustitutíon 
ivas formed. In 11120, the deputies of Venezuela and 
New Granada assembled here : their session, which 
lasted three months, was held in the saciisty of the 
parish chnrch. At present,”  ndds the Writer, “  there 
is nothing to commemorate this important cvent; but 
tlie chnrch in. whieli it took place, is hy far the 
neatest and in the best preservatiou of auy w« liare 
hitherto seen: the arehitecture is somewliat in the 
Moorish stylo, and would do honour to a country 
more advanced in the arts. I t  is kept in the nicest 
order,—thc least respect tliat can he paid to its im­
portant history. Amidst a quantíty of trash, it con- 
tains a Madonna and child, paiuted hy a Mexican 
artist of the ñame of Paez, and evidently copied from 
Raphael’s Madonna del Pesce, which surpasses what 
one might expect from a South American artist. It is

* This is appareiitly an error fo r S ' i n  A n t o n i o  rte T a d i i r a ,  the 
ñam e g iren  i t  by Alcedo.



C O L O M B I A . '267

the offering of a late archbishop of Caracas, and was 
painted in 1/7-í. Tile appearance of the town i» ex- 
tremely pleasing. Suvmmded by rich haciendas in 
excellent cultivation, is stands, as it wcre, in tlie 
midst of a delightful garden. The perspective nt the 
extremity of cach Street, terminates in a beautiful 
vista, with liigh mountains in the bnck ground. The 
town, which is not large, is nent and well built. It 
has not suiiered froin the eartlnpiake. The houses, 
though not large, Jiave a olean appearance. The 
streets are paved, and have a current of water nmning 
through the middle. The inhabitants appear to be 
very fond of dancing. Iívery evening, they assemblo 
in the sqnare to the number of fifty or sixty, and 
figure away with great animation to the most deafen- 
ing musió, by the iight of paper lanterns, and the giare 
of innumerable segara. The ohief instruments are 
calabashes íilled with Indian corn, which are rattletl 
to the thmmming of guitars.”

This scanty Information is all that wc are able 
to furnísh respeeting tliis interesting spot, tlie Wash­
ington of the Colombian Republic; for tliis little 
town, the very ñamo of which dees not oeeur in 
Alcedo’s Dictionnry,* is understood to have been fixed 
on as the future capital of Colombia, under the ñame 
of t h e  ciTV of  B oí. ivati. The department itself 
to which it belungs, (it is in the province of Pam-

* T h is  tow n, however, is apparcntly  reforred to under tlic desig­
n a ro n  o f  So» Josefde Circutn, “  a  settlcm eut w ithin th e  jurisdic- 
tion  o f  Pam plona; o f a h o t tem perature, bu t healthy, and o f  grcat 
commercc, owing to the cacao w ith w hich it  abountls. I t  con- 
tains,” (it is added,) “  m ore than 100 vich Indians, but is infested 
with snakes, licc, and other noxinus insccts and reptiles." In  
a  description o f  the province o f Pam plona by a  nativo w iitcr, 
given iu the Appendix to  Mollien's Trovéis, San Josef and Rosario 
de Cucuta are , however, mentioned as two different towns.
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piona,) has received tlio yppdlntion of Boyaca, in com­
memoratum oí' tlm memorable victory gained on the 
field of Boyacu, in tlic provincc of Tutija, where 
the Spanish cause in New Granada received its deatli- 
blow from tlie liands of the Liberator, “  aided by liis 
bravo British auxiliaries.” Ics central situation and, 
perhaps, itsvery inaccessibility, appear to llave recom- 
mended it, in the íirst instuuce, as the Congress city. 
The idea of fottiiding a capital as a monument of the 
National Independcuce, is a magnificent One. By a 
decree, however, dated the 8th of October, 1021, the 
Congress of Cucuta directed its sittings to be trans­
ferret! to Bogotá, reserving “  for bappier tlays to raise 
the city of Bolívar.” -*

At the distante of abont a league to the N.W. of 
the town, a hot spring bubbles np the midst of a 
swamp. u Tire surplus water finds a drain tmder 
grouud, and re-appears at twenty yords distance, of 
course cooled in its passage; but even liere, the heat 
is so great, tluit yon cannot bear vour hand in it many 
seconds. The spirits of winc thermometer only indi- 
cated heat as high as 120°, to wliich it immediately 
rose on being inunersed. I  llave no doubt,” adds tho 
Writer, u that, in the middle, an egg might be boiled. 
It cvidently partakes of mineral propertics; iron, I  
should think, both from the tasto and the ferru- 
ginous sediment that is lcft in its course. It is singu­
lar, that vegetation is remarkably strong immediately 
round the spring. When its properties are correctly 
ascertained, it will, in all prohability, be of important 
use. At present, it excites no attention.”  The 
Writer does not state, whether any vapotu* is formed 
on the surface of the water; but tho spring would

* W hy not gtve the ñam e o f Bolívar to  Bogotá i
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scem, froni tliis account, to Le uearly as liot as the 
siguas Calientes oi' La Trinchera, near Valencia, 
whicli Humboldt States to he one of the hottest 
springs in the worid, and whicli is surrounded, in like 
mamier, by a luxuriant and verdant vegetation.*

The road from Cucuta, m eacli direction, lies 
through verdant avenues, passing rich plantations of 
cocoa, sugar-caue, coffee, and cotton. Grapes of very 
good qnality are grown in the neighbourhood. The 
climate is hot, and, to a European, thevefore, or a 
native of the mountain plaleaus, a less desirable resi- 
dence than the cities wliich are huilt at a liigher eleva- 
tion. The cocoa of the valley of Cucuta is very 
highly esteemed : the greater part descernís to Mara- 
cayho hy the Suba, boing brouglit by land to the 
bridge of Cachos, near the village of Limonsito, a dis­
tante oí'six leagues, and an extrcmcly bad road. But 
part of the produce descernís the Magdalena to Mon- 
pox and Cartagena, on vchich account the cocoa is 
called Magdalena cocoa. This road, hovever, is 
unhealthy and inconvenient. A regular intercourse 
is carried on through San Christoval-f- witli Vari­
llas, whore a considerable quantity of specie, drawn 
from the provinee of Pamplona," is expended in the 
parchase of mules and cattle. Allhough pasturage 
is abundant, oxea are not hred in these valleys.J 
Salt is obtained from Chita in Casanare, or Zipaquira, 
near Bogotá, butsomeis brought from the coast.

* Seo page 107.
t  TU L city, which is not found in  the maps, lies 20 léannos N .E . 

of Pamplona. l t  was i'ounded in lá(¡(i. Alcedo sudes the popula- 
tion at 4oo housekecpers. U  was induded in the yovcrnm ent o f  
Maracaybo, and is now in decay.

i  MoUien's T ravcls, Note I. pp. 42S)— • no. Alcedo sudes, that 
Cuenta was fanied for an excellent breod o f  m ules, v h o  fed chieñy 
on '• wild niarjoram.'1
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A steep and rocky ascent from the valley of Cucuta,
leads to a beautiful plain about a rnile in extent, at 
the extremity of which is the village of Carillo. 
Tliough this is higher ground, the place is mueh in- 
festetl with a multitude of snakes of various descrip­
tioris and sizes, as well as with those tonnentors of 
travellers— mosquitoes. The country people cío not
stir out after dusk without flambeaus to seare the rep­
tiles. A ne\r road, made within a year or two, leads 
from Carillo to Pamplona,— “  the only effort of the 
kiinl,” savs onr Traveller, “  wo have met witli.” 
A tolerable wooden bridge hasheen thrown across the 
River San JWé, which has its source in the mmmtains 
that the Traveller has now to climb. A verv 
fatiguing and long ascent leads to a table-land en- 
closed hv luftv summi ts. The Travellers ludted, tho
second niglit after leaving Cuenta, at a place called 
Gallinazo, about fivo leagues from Carillo. The road 
continues gradually to rise, the mountains on either 
side recedíng, as far as the villago of Chopo: it then 
winds round the hills, till, on turning the jioint of ati 
eminence, the traveller suddenly comes inview of the 
city of Pamplona, situated in a vale about a leagne in 
extent, and “  hemmed in on ¡ill sidos by high hills of 
variously colouml earth. A groat many churohos 
enliven the effect; and to each house is attaehed a 
portion of gavden-gronnd, which, at a distance, has a 
verv pretty appearance. The sun-ounding fields are 
enclosed by stone walls in a verv regular mannor, 
giving an air of proprietorship which is not often met 
with. Several strenms run tlirough the vale from 
north to south.* The very picturesque elfect from

* This should be, cvidcntly, from south to n o r th : tito P am ­
plona river Is the R io  del O ro, a  branch of th e  Sulia.
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tlie distant eminence was hardly realised on descend- 
ing to the town ; for many of the houses are aban- 
doned, the streets are overgrown with grass, and the 
gardens are neglected.”

The city of Pamplona was founded hv Pedro de 
Ursua, in 1549. I t  dcrived its former wealth and 
importance ehiefly from the gold and copper mines in 
the vicinity. The gold mines of Veta, which are 
within two davs’ journey of the city, have not heen 
regularly worked for the last century; hut the Indians 
occasionally bring grains to sell of a considerable size. 
Our Traveller was told hy the commandant, (the city 
is now a military station,) that he liad fonvurded to 
the capital the preceding year, a uiass of gold weigli- 
ing upwards of six pounds. The parish church is 
reckoned one of the handsomest in the kingdom. It 
is a good deal ornamented, lmt the only article of 
mcrit or taste is a painting of St. Francis. The other 
clmrches contain nothing remarkable. The Jcsuits 
had a college liere ; the Franciscans, Augustinians, 
ami Dominicans, each a inonastery; and there is a 
mumery of the order of Saint Clara. AJI the con- 
vents, except the latter, are now vacated. The sister- 
hood, thirty-two in numher, have the repntation of 
heing vei'y ricli; their church has a most splendidly 
ornamented altar-piece, and a multitude of indiíferent 
paintings. These ediiic.es, and the whole city, are 
stated (hv Alcedo) to have suffered inuch from the 
earthquake of' 1G44. The population is now computed 
to lie about 3,200, among wliom are seon many ohjects 
fnghtfully defortned by goitres. It had reeentlv heen 
made a depút for invalided soldiers, and upwards of 
300 were at this time in the different hospitals. The 
dimate is reckoned hy the natives cxtremely coid. 
Our Traveller States the mean temperature of the day
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ut aberat C0°: at niglit, it becaina as lov/ as 42°. I t  is 
about HiO miles 17.3.17. ot' Herida, 131 77. of 
Varinas, and 270 N.E. of Bogotá.

South of Pamplona, the country assumes a sterile 
api»earance. The soil glitters witli a species of mica, 
“  so brilliant as to liave ali the appearance of silver.” 
On the suramit of a monntain, at tlie distance of tliree 
leagues, just ahove the “  miserable village of Cacota,” 
is a small lake in whicli the River Apure is said 
to have its sourcc: the Writer did not observe any 
outlet, but a small current vas observod at the ioot of 
tlie hili. At tu o leagues from Pamplona, lie had 
passed a delicious spring of colcl water, vhieh issued 
from the mountain. A t the end of nine leagues, lie 
arrived at tlie village of Chitaga, “ situated on ahigli 
spot, commanding the vale.” The River Chitaga is 
one of the lieads of the Apure ; but, as the elevation 
of these scveral spots is not giveii, it is impossible 
to decide whicli lias the best claim to bc considcred 
as originating the Apuro. Tbat river, according to 
Depons, after running for forty leagues toward the 
S.E., bends more directly eastward, and fmally turns 
to the south, to joiti the Orinoco, after a course of 170 
leagues, 61) of whicli are navigable. The serranía, or 
mouutaiu-ridge, over whicli the road now continues 
alternately to ascend and descend, is coid and barren. 
Nothing can be more drearyand sterile, says onr Tra- 
veller, than the tract becomes after losing sight of 
Chitaga. I t  is an ascent of live hours to the summit 
of the paramo of Almocaclero, whicli is mucli dreaded 
on account of the inclement state of the atmosphere 
whicli often pruvails there. Tliis is supposed to be 
the highest gronnd in the whole road from Caracas. 
Many a travoller, we are told, who has fallen a vic- 
tim to tlie severities of the passage, lies buried on the
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sumunt. “  Human bones urere evcn then lying about, 
and some hmulreds of rude crosses have been erected 
by tbe passing travellev, either to commemorate a 
friend who barí been emparamado (fallen a vietim to 
tbe paramo), or as a grateful oflering for having 
escapad tbe dangcr.” * The only inconvenience ivluch 
tbe M'riter suffercd, however, vas cliappecl lips. The 
sun shone tvitli cloudless splendour, ancl the glass dicl 
not fall below C23. Bnt at Hato Jurado, a l'arm and 
pulpería wliich lie reached after a gradual desceñí of 
an hour and a half, the tliermometer fell, dnring 
tbe night, to 52°.

Tlie coimtry gradually improvcs in fertilíty and 
cultivation, as the traveller descends to the valley of 
the Tequia. A t a short distance from La Concepción, 
is “  a considerable formation of sulphur, which im- 
pregnates the surrotmding atmosphere,” but no use is 
made of it. At Llano Anciso, where the Tequia is 
crosscd by a rude bridge, the Travellers weve repeat- 
edly salutcd, as thoy rodé through tlie village, witli 
the cxclairtation, 'M ira !  no tienen potos; meaning, 
ve are told, “ See, they have no goitres,”—the almost 
universal disease in this place. A liandsome premium

* In Crossing the ¿«ramo o f Chisba in 1019, many o f the British
and other troops iu  the patriot servicc iniseraWv perished. “  On 
this ¡ n i r f im i ) , ihe air is so cxceedingly rarefied, that it is very difli- 
cult to breathe, and tliose who are affeetod by it (or cn¡¡>(traMridus) 
beeoine benumbed, frolh a t the moutli, and lose Lheir sensos, tear 
oul their iuiir, and, bereft of every sense of feeling by degrees, 
ultimatoly perisli. Tile nativos rceomincnd eating sugar and 
drinlúog water, in prefcrence to  spirits, on passing Ihese places, 
and ílngcllatíon to lliose who show symptoms of being afiectcd, 
not letting them stop for an instant. Ignorant a t the time of these 
remedies, and all cxcept the [lagellatiou being out of their power, 
üfty Englishmcn, lrcsidca Uvo oíficcrs, and upwauls of a Inmdred 
of tlic native troops, fell a  sacriíicc, without the possibllity of 
assistnnce being given thein.”*—CocnitANF/s T r a t v t * ,  vol. i. p. 480.
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is said to havc been decreed by the legislatura fot* the 
discovery oí' a remedy or antidote fot* this frightful 
disease. The ruad from tliis place, aftei* leaving the 
Tequia, which continues to wind amiel arid, roeky 
mountains, crosses two parallel rangos, to the valley 
of the Chichainache. Heve, again, at the sinall rillage 
of Capitanejo, a large proporción of the inhabitants 
were seen disligural by goitres, together with a 
species of elephantiasis, hy which the limbs are swelled 
to an uunatural size. A new church had latdy been 
built Itere, and a pretty bridge throwu across the 
muddy river, the water of which was fouiul intole- 
rably bad,—tito only place where tliis had been oh- 
servetl. The Travellers were Itere “  entertained” 
wíth a new species of vermin, called cncimtohos, about 
the size of a large heetle, wliich found their wav into 
their hammocks. The temperature varied, during 
their stay, from 82° to 8fi3. The following dav, pass- 
ing over another low mountain, they reached Suata. 
“  The approach to tliis town,”  we are told, “  is one 
of tiie most imposing sights imaginable. At the back 
of the town, which is sitnated núd-way on a sloping 
eminenee, the latid, divided by hedges, like the sections 
of a map, is cultivated to the very summit. The niouu- 
tains Itere appeur to concéntrate their chains, formitig 
a vast mnphitheatre of prodigious height and mag. 
nitude : one mass risos above another, till their lteads 
are lost in the cloiuls.” A storm was impending over 
their dark summits as the Travellers approached the 
town; and the effect of the thunder, rolling from ono 
Chain to another, was extremely grand. In itself, 
Soata possesses little worthy of note. They were 
hospitably received by the alcalde, Imt all pteasurable 
feelings were neutralised hy the unsightly objeets 
which several of bis farnily presented, tbrough the

2 7  4
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eftect oi' goitres. At Satiou, which thcy reached 
earlv the next day but one, a village situated ou au 
elevated plaiu backed by a semicircular mountain, 
the Travellers notieed, with high satisfacción, the 
comparative ahsence of this deformity.* It was Sun- 
day and market-day ; the village was conscqucntly all 
bustle ; and among the crowd, soine pretty faces vere 
distiijguishable thrmigh the blue mantles worn by the 
women over the head and shoulder.s, and surmounted 
with a straw hat. The lout ensemble of this costmne, 
with hlue petticoat.s and sandals made of cord, is not 
unlike the dress of the Weleh ]>easantry.

A gradual and slippery descent from this ele- 
vatcd plain, leads to the valc ufSerinza. “ Thus 
far,” says <mr Traveller, “  there is a striking dif- 
ference hetween Venezuela and New Granada: the 
former is more wooded, less thickly peoplet., and, 
generally speaking, more fertile. But, as we now 
gradually leave the ehain of the Andes, the soil is 
better cultivated, numerous huts and cottages present 
themselves, each pussessing a portion of grournl more 
than sufíicient to support the inhabitants; and the 
roads continuo to improve as we advnnce. We de- 
scended into the vale of Serinza, presenting a different 
aspect from any of the varied scenes that have 
occurred during the journev. The contrast is most 
striking. An extensive and perfectly even flat, vary- 
ing from a quarter to half a mile in breadth, is

* These enriende glandular com planas are vevy prevalent in 
many parts o f  Brazil, parlicularly on the banks of the l'avaibn, and 
in the ntinlng distriets. —  Sce M o d . T b a v . B r a z i l ,  vol. i. p. 24(1; 
vol. ii. p. si). Ahnost all travellers agree in attributing them to 
the properties o f  the wàters o f  the rivers, which are, for the most 
part, charged with earthy partides. T h e  exclusive use o f spring 
water, and plenty o f  salt, are recoininendeil as the best preser- 
vatives.

2 7 5
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boundcd on each sidc hy a range of modevately higli 
mountains of arable land. The valley is in general 
cultivation, and remarkably fertile, producing fine 
crops of maize, wheat, beans, pntatoes, peas, &c. 
all of which were in a statc of spring-like verdure, 
and cultivated with the utmost regularity and clean- 
liness. Verdant meadow-lands intersect the tillagc; 
the River Serinza (lower down, called the Chiquito,) 
slowly winding through the midst, with a placidity 
more resembling ‘ the soft-flowing Avon,’ than a 
mountain-stream in America. The whole cxtent of 
the valley, which, with different windings, may he 
three or four leagues in length, is cxtremely well 
peopled. Many of the cottages were adorned witli 
llowers, and very neat. The land helonging to each 
individual is partitioned off hy mud-walls or hedgcs, 
gíving- a further appearance of civilisation and indc- 
pendence ; and the pasturage is alnmdantly stocked 
with sheep, oxen, and horses. It is, upon the whole, 
a most interesting tract, and gives a favourahle 
opinión of the kingdom of New Granada. We took a 
slight repast at the house of the village curate, wliich 
is about hulf-way in the vale. According to his 
account, the parish contains a population of upwards 
of 3,000 persons. In the early part of the Revolutio», 
these people madc extraordinary excrtions in the 
cause of the patriots. When Bolívar arrived with his 
anny, worn out with fatigue, from the banks of the 
Apure, they elothed them, remounted their olficers 
and a great part of the cavalry, and supplied them 
with necessàries at their own expense. Its known 
patriotism hrought upon it, during its subsequent 
occupation hy the Spaniards, tlie greatest hardships 
and contributions without number.”

The village ofSerinza has, according to Alcedo, the
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pompous dedicatori,’ title of Nuestra Senhora de Jiclcn 
del Valle. Three lenguas further, is the large and 
populous village of Santa Rosa; and two leagucs he— 
youd, in a rich and productive plain, thc stntgglirig 
village of Duitama. ïliis  place was fonnerly the 
head of a distinet corrni/mienlo, and, prentmsly to 
the conquest, is said to liave been Ci a great and idcli 
city of tlie Mozca nation, the capital of Tundmna, one 
of the most powerful princes in the kingdom, who 
was routed in the batlle of Ronaa by Quesada in 153C, 
and aftenvard became tributary to the cnnvn of Cas- 
tile.”  Three leaguos heyond Duitama, is the village 
of Paypa, where the Spaniards had tlioir hoad quar­
ters prcviously to the affair at Bargas, whidi was 
followed, a few days after, by the decisivo battle of 
Boyaca, ivliieh oponed the wuy to Bogotá- l ’our 
leagues fiirtlier, the Travcllers «jnitted the road, and 
crossed the plain to the village of Tuta. The uext 
day, (the ll th  from Pamplona, one of whieh was 
passed at Soata,) they readied the city of Tunja.

TUNTJA .

T m s provincial capital, founded in 153!), mas, at 
one time, one of the most opulent citícs in the king­
dom, and its inhabitants boastod of being descended 
from the first comiuerors. The province of Tunja, 
(boiunled on the S. by tliat of Bogotà, on the W. 
by the River Magdalena, whieh divides it from Mari­
quita, on the E. by Casan,are, and on the N. by Pam­
plona,) fonned, prior to the comjuest, the kingdom of 
Hunzusta, whose s a q u e s  (or sovereigns) were inde­
pendent of the monarchs of Bogotà and Zipa. Though 
generally of n cold and dry climate, it is fertile in

l’AllT Tt. It
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grain, and has yieldcd tobáceo of excellent quality; it
abounds also in salt-petre, ou whicb. account the only 
government powder.manufactories were cstablishod 
Jiere; and it ■vv'ns celebrated for its gold mines and 
emeralds. The city is seated on au eminence in the 
same valley in which the Lidian capital was placed 5 
and it ís seen at a considerable distance, surrounded 
with stony heig'hts and swaropy meadows. Our Tra- 
veller was mucli disappointed on a nearer exaraination 
of the town. There is little worthy of notice excopt 
the ehurches and convents. The architectuve of these 
edifices is of the simplest, frequently the rudcst kirnl. 
The portal to the parisb chuvcli of Santiago is, how- 
cver, an cxception; it is carved in stone, and is of toler­
able exccntion. In the interior are several very oíd 
pictures of some merit, apparently by Spanish masters. 
Alcedo mentions two other chnrclies, Santa Barbara 
and Las Nieves, and tbree hormitages, dedicated to 
San Lorenzo, Santa Lucia, and Nuestra Senkora de 
Chiquinquira. The lofty plain on which. tlie last of 
these is built, is called Los Ahorcados (the gallows), 
“  on account of its being, in the times of paganism, 
ovnamented with tlie bones and skulls of persons 
offered in sacrifice.” There are two monasteries, 
Franciscan and Dominican ; and two mmneries, one 
of Santa Clara (a rich order), and one of La Concep­
ción. A third monastery, of the order of Sun Juan 
de Dios, has been converted into a military hospital, 
under tile inspection of the order, who profess medi­
cine, and give advice and medicine yralis. Nonc of 
the religious orders appear to have bcen snppressed at 
Tunja. The monks, our Traveller says, shcwed witli 
alacrity all that was to be seen in their respective 
monasteries, the ornaments of whicb consist ehiefly in 
a profusión of images and gilt work, very rich and
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gaudy, and a great number of píctures, the largor pai't 
mere trash, but some few of mcrit. Resides thesc 
institutions, there bave lately been established liere, 
a public collcge calletl tho Colegio de Boyaca, in 
which tlie higher classes are taught philosopliy, ma- 
thematics, and divinity, and, for the poor of thetown, 
a seliool on the Lancasterian plan. The latter was 
visited by our Traveller, who was struck with the 
regnlarity with which it is conducted, and the fine 
appearance of the youths, sixty in number, several of 
whom had made considerable progress. There is a 
salt-petremanufactoryhere, which formerly employed 
more than 200 persons. The earth from which the 
salt is extracted, is found in abundance in the vicinity, 
but the proportion of the mineral is only one per cent. 
The temperature of the air at Tanja was found very 
pleasant, varying from 53° to 70°; but, in taking 
exercise, the wliole party experienced an oppressive 
sensation at the chest from the rarity of the atmo- 
sphere. Alcedo says, the climate is dry and coid, 
being continually refreshed with winds, but liealthy. 
There is a deficiency of fuel and water: the only 
supply of the latter is conveyed by an aqueduet from 
the hcight commanding the city. It is reckoned 54 
miles N.N.E. of Bogotá.

At two leagues from Tunja, on the road to the 
capital of New Granada, is the memorable field of 
Boyaca. The whole of this tract of country is bare 
and open. “  The Spaniards had their centre in the 
plain, protected in front by a small river and ravine, 
their right occupying a rising ground, beyond which 
was the bridge of Boyaca, defended by the artillery. 
Ilere it was that their positioh was first forced by the 
English troops, who gained the bridge, and charged 
np to the mouths of the gims, all of which were taken,
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togcther witli tbe Spanish general Barrara, his staff, 
and a great mimber of prisoners.” *

Beyond Boyaca, the country improves, spontaneous 
vegetación re-appears, the roads are good and frce 
from stones, and the soil is cultivated and tolembly 
peopled. Beyond the village of Alto Viego, the comi- 
try widens into a rich plain, well cultivated witli 
wheat and other grain, in the middle of which is the 
village of Choconta. The road then descernís to the 
rich pasture-lands of San Vicente, watered bv the 
Kivcr Bogotá : these in some parts ave vcry marshy, 
and ahound with herons of beautiful pluinage. After 
pnssing through several villages called the pueblos, 
the road at length turas the foot of a rango of bilis 
running N. and S., and enters the lino of plain tliat 
conducís to the capital. I t  is of considerable width, 
and presents the appearance of liigh cultivado». In 
the midst rúas the Bogotá, while the horizon is 
hmmded hy distant monntains. The iirst glirapse of 
the capital is caught from an eminence four leagnes 
distant from it. From the village of Susaquia, dis­
tant only four miles, is obtuined a splendid view of the 
city and the plain which extends in front of i t ; but, 
as the traveller dratvs nearer, he is astonished at the 
neglected state of the valnalde laúd in its immediate 
vicinity, and the bad State of the roads. At length, 
on the 23d of April, our Traveller liad the satisfactiou 
of fiiuling himself in the capital of the llepublic, after 
ajourneyof twomonths, forty-six days of which were 
speut on the road,-(- having completed a journey of

*  T h is  battlc w¡is fonght on the 8th o f  August, lili!). T h e  
royalisís are said to have lost 2,000 m en in k iiled, wounded, and 
prisoners. On the Ktlh, B olívar enterad Bogotá in triumph.

t  T lie  publíc despatches are gencrally forwarded from  Caracas 
to Bogotá in forty days. T h e y  are conveyed by inen who travei 
on foot day and night, but are relieved at every village.
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above 800 leagues ¡rom Canteas." Befoi'fi, liowcver, we
proocetl to give a deseription of the citv itself, vve shali

■ * f f ü  hftvc given at pp. 2-2-2 and 24(1, the itineraiy from  Valencia 
lo San Cavíos, and from San Cavíos to Barquesimeto. T h u s fnr 
tlití distantes seem pretty well ascertained, vis.

I,cagues.
From  Claratas to V a le n t ía ..........................................  30¿
From  Valentía to San Carlos......................................
From  San Carlos to llarq u csim clo ..........................  23
From  Barquesimeto to Movida, the distantes may 

be rechoned as follow :
From  Barquesim eto—

T o  T ocuyo................................. 15 lengues.
— O lm ucaro ............................. i) hovrs.
— Aguao d’Oblspos..................
— C arache................................. 7
— M ocoy ................................... lo  lcagues.
— Panpanito  .......................... 2¿
— M endoza.............................. C
— Tim otes................................. 7 j hours.
— M ucuch ics........................... 7¿
— H e r id a .................................. 7

F rom  H erida to Cucuta thus:
T o  San J u a n .............................. fi ¡cagues.
— Estanques............................. 5
— B avladores........................... a
— La G r i ta .............................. 7
— Savanna L a r g a .................. 10
— C u c u ta ................................. 12

20«
From  Cuenta to Bogotá, attording to Col. H all - • 103

311

T h is  ill coincides witli the general computation o f  the country 
(p. 2-lá) o f  l,2oo miles. T h e  discrcpancy arises, probably, from  the 
equivoca! meaning o f  the leaguc. In Alcedo’* DIctionary, the dis- 
tance betweeu H erida and Pam plona is stated to be only 112 miles. 
T h is is , pevhaps, an error for 212, which Is nearer the truth. P am ­
plona appeavs to be in fact about 12 leaguesfroni C ucuta, and con- 
sequently (¡0 from  H erida. IV e ílatter oursclves that the above 
itineravy w ill be found suílicicnlly correct to serve. the purposc o f 
travellers.

K
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CARTAGENA.

I n Nov. 1022, M. G. Mollien, a Prendí Traveller 
already known to tlie pulilio by bis travels in the 
interior of Africa, landed at Cartagena. The port 
is a magnificent one. The hay is one of the largest 
and hest on the whole coast, extending two leagues 
and a half from N. to S .; it has capital anchorage, 
though the niany shallows at the entrance require a 
careful steerage; and, being compietdy land-locked, 
is so smooth, that vessels ride here as on a river. 
The better to defend the approach, the Spaniards 
have blockcd up the Boca Grande, by sinking ohl 
vessels in it. Boca Chica is a great distauce from 
the anchorage. “  Men-of-war,” Capt. Cochrane says, 
“  sometimes anchor oíF the north side of the citv, and 
send their boat.s in through Boca Grande, having 
previouslv obtained permission of the governor. So 
great was the fear of tlie Spaniards, lest they should 
be surprised by a foreign enemy, that tliey would 
rarely allow the boats to use this passage, wishing- to 
keep all foreigners in ignorance of such au entrance ; 
and, as an additional means of preventing vessels from 
passing in by this moutli, they sunk several ships, 
which blocked it up, only allmving deptli sufficient for 
row-boats. There is no doubt that the Colombians 
will now remove these impediments to the entrance, 
by the use of proper machinery to raise the stones, 
and weigh tlie vessels which contain them; which 
being done, the current will soon earry oíF the accu- 
mulation of sand, and afford easy access to the city, 
by the Boca Grande-, to vessels bound to the port. In

trace the route of two othev Travellers who reached
Bogotá, by way of Monpox, from Santa M arta añil
Cartagena.
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consequeuce of tlie blocking up of this entrance, sliips 
are compellet! to go round by Boca Chica, a círaiit of 
thirty miles, to gain the usual road-stead for frigates, 
and which is three or four miles from the to'vn. If 
a jetty were tln*own out, or a cliain-pier eveoted on 
the nortli side of the city, which is very feasiblo, con­
stant communica tion jniglit he kept up between vessels 
lying at anchor on that side of the town, and landing 
be easily ert’ectcd.” The Boca Chica (nnrrow mouth) 
is defended by two strong castles. The bay abotmds 
with fish and excellent turtles. Shavks are so mtme- 
rous as to render bathing highly dangerous, and they 
have been known to attack even boats. The Indian 
ñame of the place was Calamari, which signiftes, we 
are told by Alcedo, the land of cray-fish. The city is 
built on a smali peninsula, originally a sandy island, 
but now connected with the continent by an artificial 
neck of land. It has a sulmrb, called Xiximani, 
almost as large as the city, built on another island, 
and communicatmg with. it by means of a woocleu 
bridge. Both the city and the sulmrb are survounded 
with strong fortifications of frec-stone. At a short 
distanco from the town, on the main land, is a liill 
commanding these fortifications, on which is a strong 
fort. This eminencc, whicli is ahout lüO feet high, 
communicates on the east witli a rango of more ele- 
vated hills, terminating in a summit 550 feet above 
the sea, on which stands the Augustinian monastery 
of Nuestra Senhnru de la Popa. “  The lieight of La 
Popa is not fortified, which,” says Capt. Coehraue, 
“  is unaccountnble, as it has scveral times been the 
cause of tlie íall of Cartagena, without almost a single 
shot being fired. . The Colombians hnve now sorae 
idea of fortifying it. I found lying there a largo brass 
eighteen-pounder that had been brought by Morillo,
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and the remains oí a fascino and mud-hattcry erected 
by Bolívar when ho attncked Cartagena. liad Ad- 
itiiral Vernoii landcd a few cannon, and liad them 
dragged hore by a body of seamen, he must have cap- 
tured the place, as the possessors of tliis point will 
nhvays bo masters of the eity. On the snimnit, at 
the western extremity, is tlie Angustia convent of 
Nucatra Sciihora de la Popat wliich was íonnerly 
vcry rích. I  saw the room where Bolívar was sitting 
during the siege, wlien a shot entcring at the window, 
shattcred the sluitter, passed over hís head, stmck 
the wall, boiuuled back, and then, striking the sido 
wall, bounccd out at another window, without doing 
Bolívar any injury. The monastery is now almost 
in ruins, and is tenanted by one solitary friar, who 
occasionally makes a little money by letting one or 
two rooms to people who wish to enjoy cooler air than 
that of the town, whieh would be insuíferable were it 
jiot for an almost constant sea-breeze.”

The town produces by no means a pleasing impres- 
síon, in contrast with the cheerful sea-ports of the 
United States, from which the French Traveller liad 
recontlv sailed. “ Cartagena, in fací,” he says, “ pre­
sents the melancboly aspect of a cloister. Long gal- 
leries, sliort and clumsy columns, streets narrow and 
dark, from the too great projection of the terraces, 
which almost prevent the admissio» of day-light; the 
greater part of the liouses dirty, full of smoke, po- 
vorty-stríckou, and sheltering beings still more filthy, 
biack, and miserable;—snchis the picture at first pre- 
sented by a oity adorned with the ñame of the rival 
of Romo. Howcver, on entcring the houses, their 
construetion, singular at first sight, appcars afterwards 
to be welL contrivod, the object being to admit tho 
circulatio» of the frosh air. The rooms are nothhig
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but immense vestibules, in which the cool air, unfor- 
tunately so rare, inight be respired with the utmost 
delight, were it not for the stings of thousands of 
insects, and for the bats, whose bites are not only 
more painful, but ave even said to be venemous. A 
table, lialf a dozen wooden chairs, a mat bed, a Iarge 
jar, and two candlesticks, gcnerally compose the 
whole stock of furniture of these liabitations, which 
are built of brick, and covered in with tiles. Two 
sieges which Cartagena has undergouc, have ruined 
the resources of the majority of its inhabitants.

“ Cartagena is very strong, and of vast extent. 
Nine tliousand raen at least would be required to de­
ferid it at ali points. The immense cisterns contained 
within its walls, are justly objeets of admiration ; and 
the water preserved in them is excellent. Carta­
gena is, therefore, rather afortified than a commei'cial 
town, and will entirely cease to be the latter, wlicn it 
is no longer the entrepót of Panama. At a distanco 
of 200 leagues from the equator, its temperature is 
hot and unhealthy, and the yellow fcvcr makes fre­
qüent ravages there. The population of Cartagena, 
about 10,000 souls, is, for the most part, composed of 
people of oolour, the greater proportion of whom are 
sailors or fishermen.* IVlany keep shops for the sale 
ofmerceryor entables, others follow usefnl trades: 
they display a nascent imlustry, which, to prosper, 
requires, perhaps, oniyencouragement and emnlation. 
Tlieir shell-works are beautiful. They are skilful 
jewellers, good carpenters, excellent shoemakers, to­
lerable tailors, indiftorent joiners, blacksmiths rather 
than whitesmiths, masons destitute of all ideas of pro­
portion, and bad paiuturs, bnt impassioned mnsicians.

f  The population ivas fovincrly estimated at from 24 to 23,000.
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“  The dangers of the sea, and an industvy often 
praised and always wcll paid, have inspired the 
people of colour with a pride which often gives occa- 
sion for conrplaint. Tlieir petulance and vivaeity 
form a singular contrast with the indiíference and 
mildness of those who are callcd Whites, so that, not- 
withstanding their idleness, tliey appear active and 
lahorions. The contrahand trade is exdusively con­
finad to them, and the lieartiness with which tliey 
engage in it, is a reproach to those wliose duty it is 
to put a stop to the illicit trafile.

“  The womeu of colour, the offspring of negreases 
and whito men, are tall, and mucli more agreeable 
than the mulattoes of our Antilles, who are generally 
too corpulent: daughters of the Indians and negroes, 
their physingnomy possesses greater delicacy and ex- 
pression. If, on the onehand, the races become more 
cnervated under the tropics as they become fairer, 
on the other, their personal appearance is improved. 
Thus it is, that the female mulattoes aro very inferior 
in beauty to the whites, and lose much when seen 
near them, which often happens with the Spaniards, 
in whoso churches there are no privileged places, as 
in tliose of the United States. With the Spaniards, 
all pray to God in eommon, without regard to colour; 
and an insurrectionwould douhtless be the consecpience, 
shonld the following notice be ofiicially affixed at the 
church-doorx : To-day inslruction for men of colour."

Cartagena was founded by Pedro de Heredia in 
1533. It was made an episcopal eity in 1534. Owing 
to its fine situation, it soon attracted the attention of 
1‘oreigners, particularly the French. It wassacked by 
a Corsican pírate in 1544. In 1583, SirPrancisDrake, 
after pillaging it, set it on lire, lmt it was reseñad 
from the flames by a ransom of 120,000 ducats paid
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him  by th e  neighbouring  colonies. I t  was invaded 
and  pillagcd a  tliird  tim e, by tlie F rencli, iu  1097» 
In  th e  year 17-11, i t  was invested l>y th e  E nglish  
tuuler Adm i ral V ernon  and  S ir C harles O gle, who 
succeeded in  destroying tlie  forts ; h u t, ow ing, as i t  is 
said, to a m isunderstandiiig  hetw een tlie  naval and 
m ilita ry  com m anders, and a  m orta lity  am ong th e  
troops, th e  en terp rise  was precip ita tely  ahnndoned 
w ith  considerable loss. I t  has suffered m uch in  the 
revo lu tionary  contest. T h e  d im a te  is very  ho t, espe- 
cially d u rin g  th e  ra in y  season, w hich  lasts from  M ay 
to N ovem ber, and  is a ttended  by a  con tinued  succes- 
sion of tem pests and  tliunder-sto rm s. T h e  stree ts 
llave th en  th e  appearance o f rivcrs , and all th e  cisterns 
and tan k s  are  filled, to w h id i th e  in liab itan ts are  
indebted  fo r th e ir  only supply o f sw eet w ater. F rom  
D ecem ber to  A p ril, th e  w cather is fine, and  th e  lieat 
is tem pered by  nortlw east w inds. T h e  black vom it is 
alm ost as fatal liere to strangers as a t V era  Cruz. 
T h e  in liabitants are  very  subject to  leprosy. B ats 
are  so m im erous, t lia t th ey  cover th e  streets iu  an 
cvening, in  clouds, and  th ere  is no t a  house in  wliicli 
thcse n o c tu rn a l v isiters are  n o t found. B eetles, 
centipedes, scorpions, n ig u a s ,  and  m o rc ie la g o s , are  
am ong th e  insect annoyances o f th e  place ; liesides 
w hicli, Alcedo m ontions th e  c u le b r i l la ,  w hicli breeds 
under th e  sk in , causing  a  sw elling w hich  oí’ten  te r-  
m inates in  g angrene , and  produces convulsions. 
M erchandise is very  Hable to  he destroyed by th e  
m otín  T h e  in liab itan ts llave in  g enera l a  very  u n - 
liealthy  appearance, and y e t, th e re  are  said to be 
m any instances of longevity . C artagena w as th e  
residence o f th e  bishop, and  of a  cap tain -general 
dependent on  th e  viceroy of S an ta  F<í. O ne of th e
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three tribunals of the Inquisition in America, was 
also established here : the two others were at México 
and Lima. The Jesnits liad a colloge here ; the 
Franciscans, the Augustinians, the Mercedarians, 
the barefoot Carmelites, and the orders of San Diego 
and San Juan de Dios, had each a convent; there is 
a nunnery of the order of San Clara, and a hospital 
for lepers. It stands in lat. 10° 2G' 85" N., lorig. 
75° 2G' 45" W.

On the lOth of Jan. (1023), the Author set out 
on his journey for Bogotá, and proceeded as fur as 
the village of Turbaco, six leagnes from Cartagena. 
According to the travelling enstom of the Spanish 
Americans, he liad provided himself with a kettle, a 
frying-pan, and all the utensils and provisions not 
procurable on the road, together with a Spanish travel- 
ling-bed, contained in a small trunk easily carried bv 
a mulé. Turbaco is situated nearly 1,000 feet above 
the level of the sea, at the entrance of a mnjostie 
forest of vast extent. It is the site of the Lidian 
capital of Calamari, whicli is said to liave contained 
upwards of 200,000 inhabitants. The situation is 
delightful, and the temperature mild and salubrious. 
“  Aíl niglit long,” says M. Mollien, “ I felt it very 
cool; a proof tliat this place is very healthy for liuro- 
peans, who, from fear of the climate of Cartagena, 
should remain lieretill theirvessels are readyto sail.” 
In the neighbourhood of this village, there is said to 
he a singular marsh, (tliough it is not mentioned by 
this Traveller,) emhosomed in a forest of palms, tolu- 
trees, &c. from which rise eighteen or twenty iittie 
conical mounts, twenty or tliirty feet ahove the level 
of the swamp. They are formed of hlackish clay, and 
each has a small crater filled with water at its apex.
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“ On npproachhig thís pool, a hollow raoaning is 
heard at intervals, followed ín a few seconds by au 
explosión of gas. Fivç of tliese detouations takc jilncv 
in about two minutes, froqucntly nccoinpauicd wïtli 
an ejection of miuldv water. Those cunes arc called 
Los Volctuúlos dc Turbaco, and are situated about 
thrce miles and a half east of the village, at the ele- 
vation of more than 100 feet above it. The peoph*. 
say that the plain formerly sent l'ortb flames, Imt that 
a priest of great sanctity suceceded, bv froqucntly 
i·asting· Iioly water towards it, iti oxtinguishing the 
fi re, after which it became a  water voleano.”  This 
phennmemm is evidently of the saíne deseription as 
the hornitus of «Tonillo.*

On the fourth d.ty after leavins? Turbaco, our Tra- 
velier reached Barranca, the town at which travellers 
rtseending the Magdalena, embark iu the dry season.-j- 
“ Altliongh, on the road front Cartagena to Barranca, 
tliere are neither rugged mountains nor deep rivera 
to cross, yet, the snlFocating beat which prevails in 
the forests hehus to traversa, occasions much sufferíng 
to the líuvopean traveller. I t  is truc,” adds M. Mol- 
licn, “  that, to make up fov these evils, he is suve to 
weet with hospitality ; nor is it a trifling advantage, 
to find, in the deserts of the New World, a lodging, a

* See Mod. Trav., México, vol. ii. p. 123.
)  In the rainy seaso», the Dique, a  branch of the Magdalena, is 

navigable, by means of which a  water communication is cfi'ccled 
with Cartagena; but i t  can only lie passed, a t present, from foiur 
to six months in the ycar. 1‘rom Cartagena, the  goods go by 
water to  Mahates, and arc then forwardcd on imilcs to  barranca, 
whete tliey are shipped on boanl r!i(on¡>aiis for Honda. A Mr. 
Klbers, ltowever, a Germán gentlcman, has umlertakcn to com­
plete the  water communication with .Cartagena by renricring the 
Sii'iue navigable during the whole of the year; and he has obtaincd 
;:n exclusive grant for navigating thé  river with stcam-bonts for a 
t-eriotl o f twenly ycars.

l ’ A l i T  IT . S
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kitchen, ami the power of procuri ng, at a small ex­
pense, fowls, eggs, and bread: beef is very seldom to 
bo met with. The aspect of t.liese countries is inte- 
resting to the ndmirers of wild and xavage sceniny. 
Trees of immense height ¡md a rich vegetation 
cover the whole country; and the shade thns af- 
forded wonld be delicióos, could ít be pcnctrated by 
cooling breezes. The mahagua (bombax) is especiallv 
worthy of engaging tlie traveller’s attention. The 
trunlc of this tree is very lofty, and bears upon its top 
a foliage extremely thick: the finit conlains a woolly 
substance, which the negroes gather very carefully 
for the purpose of stuffing their pillows. But few 
things have been planted on these vast tracts hy the 
Iiand of man. A few cotton and maize fields, or a 
few square feet planted with indigo, compose the 
whole of tUeir agricultura! riches. Under a kind 
master, the negro here gives liimsclf np to the idleness 
to whicli he is invíted by the heat of the cquinoctial 
line, and the multiplicity of his religions festivals. 
Bonnd to pay his landlord a fixed and moderate rent, 
he is punctual in discharging it, as mucli labour is 
not required to obtain its amoimt. Thus, in the 
space whicli separates Barranca from the seas, a ter- 
ritory.is fotind, whích is cultivated and inhabíted 
similarly to those which I  liad traversed in Africa. 
I  should even have been sometimes tempted to believe 
that I  was still travelling upon that continent, liad I 
not every where seen the authority in the hands of 
the Whites, or of people who affect that title, without 
possessing any real right to it. Tlie road, although 
convenient enough, is not very level 4 the ground is 
hilly, so that the traveller is frequently ascending and 
descending. As this road is, duríng the dry season, 
the principal line of communication between the capi-
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tal and the coast, its trafile is considerable. Yet,
notwithstanrting, no rich towns are to lie met with. 
There are a fcw catlle, but, at this season, they are 
very poor. AU animals in the tropical plains, Hke 
the plants, require tlie rain» to invigorate tliem: tliese 
being over, thcy again droop and languish. Jaguars, 
monkeys, and parrots make the air re-echo with their 
cries; and stags and wild hogs ahonnd in the woods. 
Nothing pictuvesque is to he found in tlicse extensive 
forests, the dnll umfovmity of wliicli is only now and 
then varied hy numerous tribes of flowers. Upon 
approaching the Magdalena, the prospect becomes 
more inviting; the long tracts of granite (ffrcs) which 
impart so sombre a character to the road from Carta­
gena to Barranca, disappear; alluvial lands seem to 
invite the inhabitants to hestow a hetter cultivation 
upon tliem; the verdurc, more frequently watered, 
is less sickly; while the cattle, feeding upon more 
juicy pastures, are fatter and more prolífic.”

The noble river hy wliich the provinces of Neyva, 
Popayan, Mariquita, Antioquia, Santa Marta, and 
Cartagena communicate with each other, (named the 
Magdalena from its heing first discovered by Rodrigo 
Bastidas on St. Mary Magdalen’s day, 1525,) issues 
from the lake of Papas, in the paramo oí Guanacas, 
in the province of Popayan, in iat. I o 5' N., long. 14<t 
W . During almost the wliole of its conrse, upwards 
of 3Ó0 leagnes in length, it flows along the same 
meridían, gathering the waters of numerous con­
fluents, some of which are considerable ríverg. Of 
these, the principal is the Cauca, which rises in the 
monntains of Mariquita further sonthward, and which 
would present similar advantages for navígation, did 
not its bed become gradually narrower, as it ap- 
proaches the point of .iunction with the Magdalena,
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whicli renilers i es course dangerous and in vnany parís 
impracticable. Tlie Magdalena, on the eontrnry, 
beconies wider as it flows onward. Xature seems tn 
liavo designed tliis-river, reinarks M. Mollion, as á 
channel oí' eommunication between the mountnins 
and thc sea; yet, it would have beennothingbetter 
than an uvmavigable torrent, had not its course Leen 
arrestcd in many parts by masses of rock so disposed 
as to brcak its violence. Threc very diíFerent tempe­
ratures prevail on tliis river. The sea-breezes blow 
from its rnouth as far as Monpox. From that towii 
to Morales, not a Lreath of air tempers the heat of 
the atmosphere, and, butfor the abnndant dows which 
fall at night, it would be iusupportable. From Morales 
to the sources of the river, land-breezes from thc, 
South moderate the heat of the da}', and vender the 
navigation practicable. Along the whole conrsc of 
the river, however, innumerable insect tovmentors 
wage war upon the lord of the creation. Mostpiitoes 
neav the sea, and, further up, enormous files called 
talemos, “  glut themselves with his blood.” Shouhl 
the traveller wish to bathe, he is in danger of being 
devouved by ahigators; and if he venture on sltore, 
lio has to dread the hite of venomous serpents. Xo- 
thing, thorefore, according to tliis Traveller, can be 
more alarming tlian a voyago up tlie Magdalena. 
u Even the eye,”  he says, is rarcly gratified; for 
the fertile banks of this river, which ought to be 
covered with cócoa, sugar,coffee, indigo, cotton, and to­
báceo plantíitions, and which should present the thirsty 
traveller with the delicious fruits of the tropics, are 
covered with thick bushes, bindweed, and thovns, from 
the midst of which shoot up the cocoa and other palm- 
tvecs. The sohtude of the forests on its nncultivated 
borders, the heat that we experienced, and the binóles
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'yho, at considerable intervals, ivere seen seated in 
tiieir cabins of reeds, surrounded by fields of maize, 
or cleaving tlie current of tlie river in hollow trees, 
transponed me in imnginatioii to tlie tvilds of Africa.” 
The river in many respetas reminded our Traveller of 
the Senegal. Other travellers, however, speak in very 
diíferent terms of the scenery on the banks.® The eon- 
llnence of the Cauca and the Magdalena, belotvMonpox, 
is especially interesting. “  Por a river scene,” we are 
told, “  nothing can be more grand tlian tlie junction 
of these tivo majestic streams, whose tvaters seem to 
contend ivith each other for the superiority; and it is 
not till after a distante of several leagues, tliat the 
clearer stream of the Cauca is ultimately engulfed in 
the more muddy Magdalena. At the point wltere 
thcy mcct, the scenery is strikingly beautiful; the 
banks of eacli being clothed ivith wood. The pictu- 
resque little village of Pinto, lniilt in a grove of cocoa-. 
nut trees, and characterised hy tvro mango-trees in 
the centre, (a peculiarity oliservahle in most of tlie 
viliages on the river,) fornis a beautiful object on the 
ivest bank, at the spot where the rivers meet. Fine 
risiíig woodlands to the SAP., and the mountains to 
the N., add greatly to the grandeur and majesty of 
the scene.” -f-
, In the Iatter part of its course, the Magdalena 

divides the provinces of Cartagena and Santa Marta,

* T h e  A uthor of Letters from  Colombia, who descended 
the river from  H onda to  Santa M arta , tiius speaUs of the 
scenery which it presents: '* Tliis majestic river, in  itself -a 
mine o f wealtli to  the luxu rian t and universaliy fertile country 
through which i t  runs, surpasses, in i!s natu ral riclmcss and gran- 
tletir o f scenery, all tlia t can possibly be imagiued, studded tvjth 
numcrotis beautiful islands, and recciving innum erable and mag­
nificent tributary streams.” p.

1 “  Letters from Colombia," p.
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giving its ñame to tlie dopartment wliieh c0mpri5.es 
those two provinees together witli that of Rio Hacha, 
so named from the river wliieh forms its easteni 
boundary. The provinees of Rio Hacha and Santa 
Marta, which are separated by no natural boundary, 
eomprise together a tract of country abuut two degrees 
in longitudo, and oue and a half in latitude, intersected 
by the Sierra Nevada of Santa Marta. Between this 
lofty ridge and the sea, extend fertile and for thc 
inost part unoccupied lands, whicli it is thonghtwould 
present eligible situations for foreign settlers. The 
Brazil-wood abounds in Rio Hacha, and might be 
rendered a very profitable article of commerce. 
“  Another tract of country scarcely less advanta- 
geous,” says Col. Hall, “  lies between the Ocana and 
Santa Marta mountains, to the north and south, and 
the towns of El Valle and Chiriguana to the east and 
west. I t communicates with the Magdalena by a 
series of small lakes ; with the interior, by the Ocana, 
mountains; and with the sea-coast by Santa Marta 
and Rio Hacha.* It contains a length of about thirty

* Col. H all gires thc following ¡tinerary o f  thc rou te from  Rio
H acha to  Santa M arta ;

Leagucs
From  R ío H acha —

T o  M oreno .......................  7
— Fonseca....................... (5
— San J u a n .................. 3£
— D a d illo .......................  0
— E l Valle......................  4¿
—. Valencia de Jesús • • - • 3
— H ato de C om peruche.. 0
— G uaycaras..................  1 0

(across the Alto de Minas)

Leagues.
B rought forward • • 51

T o  H ato de Chirríeles • • • • fl
— SanC arlosorF undadoro  3
— Rio A ricu taca ...............  H
— R io T u cn rin ca ..............  3
— R io R iguenca ............... S
— Rio F r i ó ........................  f>
— S c ril lan o ........................ 3
— C cinaga..........................  1
— Santa M arta..................  7

51 100
T h e  greater pa rt o f  the ruad is level, through Ihick forests, broken 
by occasional savannas. M ountaln roads branch off from  Fonseca 
and Valencia de Jesús.
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icagues, with an indefinite breadth towards the 
mountains, consisting of alternate woods and savau- 
nas, watered by abundant streams. ïb e  climate, 
though wavm, is healthy, and untroubled by tbe ín- 
sects which swarm near the grcat rivers. Between 
Chiriguana and tbe ludían village of tbe Ciénaga, 
on tbe sea-eoast near Santa Marta, is a third traot of 
almost uninbabited country, extending about seventy 
loíigncs from nortb to soutb, nearly covered ivith 
superb forests, and abounding with lands of excellent 
ijuulity, especially on the rivers, which descend from 
the snow mountains into tbe Ciénaga or lake. The 
river Magdalena forms its western bonndary. The 
few villages and farms scattered over it, tbough not 
numerous enougb to impede fresh settlements, are 
sufficient to afford them sucb aid as tbeir infant state 
necessarily miuires.

“  The province of Cartagena contahis excellent 
lands, especially on the banks of the Magdalena. 
There is, kowever, one spot which peculiarly claims 
attention : tliis is tbe port of Savanilla, at tbe inouth 
of tbe Magdalena. The lands here are finely tim- 
bered, and tbe temperature is refresbed by strong 
breexes; but the principal advantage consists in its 
■being the natural port of the Magdalena, in which 
capaeitv tbere is little doubt it wi)l one day become 
the emporium of the whole trade of the interior, 
thoiigh it is closed at present by order of the Govern­
ment, for the parpóse of favouring Santa Murta, 
which would be abandoned, shcmld the commereo be 
left to its natural ehannelj tbe comrrmnication be­
tween the latter and the river being trouldcsome and 
circuitous, tbrough tbe canals which unite with the 
Ciénaga-, whereas Savanilla is the inouth of tbe river 
itself. Its eliief defeet asa port is, the sballowness
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oí' ilio river iimnt‘íli;itciy above it, whkh is caused by 
tho nuinber of inoutlis through which the Magdalena 
disdiarges ítseít" inte the owan. Even ílat boats 
liave, i» the diy season, soiue difliculty in ascending 
l’rnm Savanilia to Barranquilla. It is probable, thh* 
defect might be rernedied, by dosing up the mouth 
ralled Ttoca Vieja ,* but the eountrv is not, at present, 
jipo i'or such an íunlertaking.”  While the Autlior 
of Lettcrs from Colombia vas at Bogotá, the projéot 
of Imilding a tmvn ut Savanilia, and inaking it a free 
port, vas beforo the Congreso; but “  strong interese 
vas opposcd to the mensure.” If  carried into ejfect, 
he says, it ivill most materially injure both Santa 
Marta and Cartagena, but it vi 11 preve at the samo 
timo a general benefit to the interior. The main 
tráde had lately been carried on from SamaMarta, mi 
aecount of the facilities it afforded to the contraband 
trado; but, since the Colombina Ooverumeut has 
organised its eustom-liousc system, the poople of tho 
interior are less indined to go therc, and it is tliought 
that Cartagena will eventually become tho preferable 
port.

SA N TA  M ARTA.

Captain Oharles Stnart Coclivane, wlm visited
Colombia in 1023-4, landed at Santa M arta:_he
thus describes the port. “  The bay is small, and best 
adapted to the rcception of mercliant vessels of light 
draught of water, which are moored head and stei·ii 
cióse in shore, with one anchor from tiie stern to the 
beach. Larger slups are much exjmsed to N.E. 
winds, by which they have sometimos heen blown out 
through tiie passage between the castle and the ishmd 
of tho Moro. The castle is admirably situated for tho 
diifeuce of tho hay, being on the summit of an almost

20 fi
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jierpejidiculcii· insulalcd rock, above the angle at whieh 
a sliip’s guiïs cotild liave mueh effcct: it coimnands 
the town and the entrante to the liarbour. Its im­
portante «ocms, howevcr, not to liave been duly 
appreciated by the natives, as they have only a few 
gunsmounted; and they abandoned it wlien attaekcd by 
the Indians afew montlis belbre roy arri val, althougli it 
niight liave defended the town as long as its provisions 
and water lasted. There is a small battery on the 
level of the sea, in front of the town, mounted witli 
live guns: another l'onnerly existed at the N.W. 
extremity of tlie bay, but is now dismantled. The 
appearance of the town, as seen from a vessel standing 
into the bay, is neat and pretty, the lionses heing 
white-washed and, in general, covered with red tiles. 
To the eastward is a range of hills, stcep and of 
conical lbrni. The wind rushes with great violente 
throngh the intervals between them into the hay, and 
thus contributes to its insecurity. The town pre- 
sented the most deplorable scenes of ruin. The In­
dians, who had kept possession of the place for tliree 
wecks, until General Montilla came down and retook 
it, had committed every species of wanton mischief, 
and liad Hterally torn tlie place to pieces. The popu­
lación, whieh formerly amounted to 8,000, is now 
l'educed to a few hundreds, and the once ílonrísliing 
cmnmerce of the place has hccn anuihilated.” *

'  f.'ochranc's Travels, vol. i. pp, j j —11. T h e  A ullior of Letters 
from Colombia, who wns a t  Santa M urla in Ju ly  HU3 (a fcw 
m ouths la ter), States the populatum a t between 1 and 3,000 souls. 
The.causes o f its declino whieh ho assigns arc, the dcsoladon pro- 
duced by the war, and Liie m nnbcr of families Ixinishcd for their 
adhorence to the Spanish cause. “  Now," he adds, “  Hiere are 
not above a  doren merchants of any note in the place, and the 
business carricd on is com paratively trifling." T h is looks, how- 
over, as if  the statc o f things wns impvoving.
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Tlie city of Santa Marta was founded in 1525, and 
was made an episcopal city four years aftenvard. 
The bishopric was suppressed by Paul IV. in 1562, 
but re-established by bis successor in 1577* The 
place was repeatedly sacked by foreign pirates during 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The last 
timo, Alcedo says, was in 1672, by an English and a 
French privateer, when the town was completely pil- 
laged, and they had the wickedness to carry off the 
bishop. Latterly, however, it had risen into con­
siderable importance as a commercial city, enjoying 
almost the exclusive importation of manufactures for 
the capital. The town contains some good houses. 
The cathedral is a very conspicnous object in the 
approach both by land and seu, but neither its archi- 
teeture ñor its internal decoration is deserving of 
jiotice. The Franciscans and the Dominicans had 
each a convent liere. This city has one advantage 
over Cartagena, in being supplied with an abundance 
of sweet water from the River Gaira, whích flows 
near the city. Alcedo States, that it enjoys 3 salu- 
brious temperature, less hot than that of Cartagena; 
but the Author of Lettevs from Colombia, who was 
there in the month of July, complains of the exccssive 
heat of the place, whích, he says, is seldom below 90°, 
and prevents your stirring about by day. “  The only 
veereations,” he States, “  are bathing morning and 
evening, and walking either on tbe beach or in ex­
tensive labyrinths of wood at the back of the town, 
whích are cool and agreeable, but harbour a great 
variety and abundanco of snakes. They extend for 
some miles in an eastcrly direction, and are ter- 
minated by moniitains of a great elevation, whích 
gradually risc till they attaíu the height of 16,419 
f'eet above the Jevel of the sea, the elevation of the
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nevado. These form a back-ground to tbe town, all 
of tliern clothed with fine timber or brush-wood. 
The intermedíate fíat is interspersed with numerous 
rosas, or quinius, where fruits and vegetables are 
grown to supply the market; but, as they belong 
ehielly to poor people, few of them are in any kind of 
order. On ascending the kead-land which protects 
the harbour from northerly winds, on the one side is a 
liighly picturesquo and panoramic view of the town 
and hay; on the other, a great extent of otean, with 
the bold coast of Terra Firma stretching to wind- 
ward. We used very much to enjoy the breezes on 
this spot, it being manydegrees cooler than the town. 
Within a league of the city, are some natural salt- 
pits, from which salt is obtained in sufficient quanti- 
ties to render it capablo of being made an important 
article of trade. Silver, also, is said to have been 
found in the vicinity, and a mine of lead lias been 
discovered under the citadel. Some partides of this, 
or some other metal, are sometimes found mixed with 
the fine sand of the beach. At the village of Ocana, 
220 miles S. of Santa Marta, copper ores are found; 
but the mines in this province are either of littlc 
importance, or have hitherto received very inadequate 
attention.

From the port of Santa Marta, it is a distante 
of seven or eight leagues along the coast to the 
Cimega (the lake),* near which is the Indian vil- 
lage. of Pueblo Viejo, whence there is a water-com- 
muuication, through a succession of lakes and canals, 
to the villages of Barranquilla and Solidad. Thcse two

* T he lagoon, or c ié n e g a ,  o f Santa M arta, has a communicatkm. 
w ith the sea by a chaimel sometimes navigablc for canoes. Thcse 
lagoons are navjgated by canocs, and are so shallow, th a t, though 
drawing only two feet water, the canoes sometimes grounri.
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pkicos, siiuaccd on navigable cimals 'eummuuicating 
v.itli tlio Milgdalena, aro depúts for guods brought 
from Santa Marta to be conveyed up the river. Soli­
dad is a place oí' considerable extent, bnilt of sun- 
dned clay, containing nearly 2,000 inhabitants. The 
exports consist chiefly of cotton, wliich is exchangcd 
for Osnaburg shirtíng, Russiu duck, hard-ware, &e. 
The beat is almost intolerable by day. TIere, ou the 
3d of April, Cnptain Cochrane embarked for Honda. 
There is a tolerable road, mostly through thick palm 
forests, from Barranquilla to Barranca; Imt, beyond 
the latter place, there is no tolerable ronte hy huid.*

VOVAGE UI» TI·IB M AGDALENA.

T jih imly craft cmployed on the Magdalena, are 
piraguas and champans. The former are, in general, 
eniployed by travellers who have not inuch baggage, 
and by the govemment-couriers : they are nierely 
trees hollowed out witli an axe. A piragua from six- 
teen to twenty varas in length, costs 200 dollars. 
Tiiose wliicli are engaged at Barranca or at Santa 
Marta, do not ascend higher tlian Monpox, a distance 
of forty-six leagues and a half from the former town, 
vliich occupies from three to íive davs; arni more tlian 
twenty are required to go from Monpox to Honda. It is 
not at alluncommim,indeetl, we are toltl, after the rainy 
season, to be delaved lrom íií'ty to sixty days in navi- 
gating- from Santa Marta to Honda, owing to the 
vióleme of the current; whereas, in desccmling the

* T h e  rou te from B arranquilla lo  Barranca is given by Co!. 
Hall. T h e  distance is twenty-five leagues am i a  half. A t three 
leagues from Barranquilla, the road scparalcs to Cartagena, distant 
Ihirly-four leagues. T h e  next fivc leagues are over a  levcl traci, 
which is subjcct to inuiulation in winter.

:JOO
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river, tho post, generaily reaches the coast in seven 
day.s. Champan*, wliich are employed in the convey- 
ance ei’ merciiandise, are flat-bottomcd boats, about 
tlte size of tiie frait-boats used an the Seine, covered 
in with bamboos to preserve the cargoes from rain : 
tliis roof serves also as a deck for the Lopas, or boat- 
lnen, on wliich they place themselves to pusli along 
the lioafc with tlieir poles. A champan usually carries 
a hundred loads (carpas =  10 arrobas, or ‘250 lb.), tlie 
freight of whicli, from Monpox to Honda, is nine or 
ten dollars per load. Down the river, the freight is 
only a dollar and a half. The crew of a champan 
consists of twenty-four boyas, at tlie rate of 20 dol­
lars eaeh, besides their “  keep” and the hire of the 
boat, wliich is about four dollars a day. These boyas 
are represented as the very refuse of the population, 
—a mixture of individuals of every colour, who liave 
retained nothing but the vices of their respective 
castes, and who, wlien dissatisfied with their pas- 
senger, have lieen known to abandon him on the 
svhore, and take to the woods. Tliis tedious, expen- 
sive, and inconvenient mode of navigation will be soon 
supevseded, should it be found practicable to realise 
the project of establishing steam.vessels on the Mag­
dalena. Tliis wonderful invention is probahly des- 
tined to accL·lerate, to an incalculable degree, the cul- 
tivatiou and dvilisation both of tho provinces of the 
Cordillera, and those of the vast plains of the 
Orinoco." The navigation will not ouly bc less

'  The lihiglish, M. Moilicu says, have entreated a licunsc for ten 
'•cars, to cstablisl) stcam-boaU both ou the Orinoco and the -Snlia. 
T he Orinoco presents the donble advantage of baving a  \vi<le :uicl 
dccp strcam> and of discharging its waicrs into tho Atlantic. 
"  Who Icnovvs,” exclaims tliis Travellcr, "  if  oven the Orinoco



3 0 2 C O L O JflU A .

tedious and precarious, but the inconveniences wül be 
not a little allevinted by the comforts which wiLl, by 
this means, be placed withm the reach of the Euro- 
pean traveller. Tlie following is the equipment for 
the voyage rccommended by Captaín Codirane:—a 
small portable bedstend, with a ioldo or covering' of 
strong linen, to kecp out the mosquitoes and sand- 
flies, — price, at Solidad, lifteen dollars 5 pillows, 
sheets, and blankets shoultl be brought from Europe ; 
two or three dresscs of l·Iollaud sheeting, -with footing 
of the same material, ¡astead of stoekings 5 shoes of 
strong Holland, witli leather soles, and a pair of Eng- 
lish shooting-shoes for landing in the mud; two 
broud-brimmed straw hats4 a saddle with holsters; a 
sword, ¡i (lirk, and a pair of pocket pistols ; two good 
mats, — one to lie on in the canoe, the other litted to 
the sacking of the bed, to prevent the mosquitoes 
l'rom penetrating it at nig-ht 4 cooking utensils — e. y. 
a  large copper chocolate-pot, a copper vessel for making 
soup, ditto for stews, ditto for frying eggs, two block- 
tin plates, thvee dishes, two tin cups for drinking, and 
a small tin measure {'or serving out spirits to the 
hoyas, who will not work well without a dram every 
morning of the anise of the eonntry, of which a jar or 
two must be provided; iícm, knives, forks, spoons, 
and small duck tablc-cloths 4 Ítem, “  all wine, tea, 
coffee, chocolate, sugar, salt, dried beef, hams, 
tongues, Uve fowls, eggs, biscuits, lorcino, or cured 
pork-fat, for frying eggs, and plantains and dried 
salt meat for tlie boyas.”  Some of these articles, our 
Frcnch Traveller, who had e.xplored the shores of the

>h*ll uot one day bc the only mcans o f  com municatio» betwccn 
ih c  occaii and tho cordillera í”  T h e  navigatíon o f  the A trato is 
«dso likcly to provc o f  hJgh importanco.
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Senegal, does not appear to haré ídund indispensably 
neeessaryj but Captaiu Cochrane is writingfor Eng- 
lishmen, who, as well as the b o g a s , musí eat. “  Our 
ordinary repast,”  he says, “  consisted of bread, soup, 
fried eggs, and sausages. At each place, for a quarter- 
dollar, \ve procured a female cook, which relieved us 
from all trouble on tliat score.”

Ten leagues Is reckoned, in ascendíng the river, a 
“  good day’s jouniey.” At noou on tbe eighth dav, 
the city of lUonpox appeared in sight, plcasantly situ- 
ated on the left bank of the river. At a distauce, the 
white liouses with tlieir red roofs have a neat and 
deán appeanmce; but, on a ncarer approaeh, this is 
exchanged for the general distressed look of Spanish 
cities. The town is above a milis in length 5 the 
streets are of a good breadth, cfossing each othor 
at riglit angles, and some are eren furnished with 
foot-ways. The only decent-looking kouses, however, 
are in the centre of the place, the rest being mere 
sheds. The population is about 10,000 souls.*1 “ It 
ibnnerly contained 10,000; but the miseries of an 
exterminating civil war liare reduced the inliabitants 
to the present numher.” The country surrounding 
the city is entirely iu a state of uatnre. Captain 
Cochrane could not discover a cultivated spot near the 
place. All ís rich and luxuriant, but not tkrough the 
labour of man. The chief exports are corn, hieles, 
and Brazil-wood, in return for which are taken 
líuropeau commodities. Pamplona and Cuenta trans- 
mit sume tobáceo, sugar, and chocolate, to tlüs entre- 
pól; Antioquia seiuls her gold, and Bogotá, the 
produce of the Upper Magdalena. Mrere the expenses

“ Iucluding thc iicjfíhlxmrhtg villages, the Author of Lctters 
l'roin Colombia says, it  is estiinatcd a t 15,000.
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attending the transmissio» of morehandise lessened, 
this place would most probably rocover, iu a very 
shoi't time, its commercial importancc. It is, at pre. 
sent, the granel rendezuous of tlie logas  ̂ whose num- 
Iters on the banks of the river amount to neavly
10,000. Tliis part of tlie population, it will be of no 
small advantage to the place to disperse, should steam- 
boats be introduced. But nothing can malee Monpux 
a  desirable residence. “  The climate,” siiys M. Mol- 
lien, is burriing, tlie thevmometer ranging from 25° to 
30° (of Reauinur); 3 tlie inhabitant» consequently 
pass tlie evenings seated in the streots, to hreatlie the 
fresh air, and to escape the stings of the mostpiitoes. 
The sky is constantly cloudy, and scarcely a day 
passes without sliowcrs. The niglits, on tlio con- 
trary, are heautifully ciear and truly delicious. It is 
then a great pleasurc to promenade the streets, and 
observe the lively parties wliich present theniselves 
liefore tlie doors of the houses. Loud bursis of laugh- 
ter aro. heard on overy side, in wliich tlie passenger 
takes part without the least ceremouy. Far from 
tiiis familiurity bciug offeusive, it gives great satisfac­
tio», for the frankest cordiality presides at these 
mectings. Thus passes the lifo of the inhahitants of 
lUonpox. The day is spent in their hammocks, the 
night in tlie Street; and nothing would trouble their 
peaceahle existenec, ivere tliey not afllieied with 
goitres, ivhicli disligure tliern iu a horrible inanuer. 
AVithout this infirmity, wliich usually attacks them at 
the age of tliirty or forty, they would possess an 
agreeable figuro, tliough, indeed, with less livelv ex- 
pression than the inhahitants of Cartagena, and with *

* Captain Coclwane «lys, " tlie thennorr.ctcr in the shaile v.-as, 
on tlie average, at !I(J°."
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Icss of that soft-eoloured tint whieh distinguishes the 
natives of Bogotá. The manner of livíng of the 
people of Monpox, differs little from that whioh the 
inhahitants of the ¿ierran calie?ites of South America 
llave adopted. Ali classes have a destructive fondness 
for ardent spirits.” Tlie town is surrounded witli 
swamps, and is Hable to inundations. Iu 17C2, the 
inhahitants were ohliged to desert their houses, and 
take to their canoes. Alligators come up to the very 
banks, to. leed on the oft'al thrown. from the city. 
Several gnn-boats are stationed liere for the protection 
of the navigation.*

From about a míle and a half above Monpox, to tho 
village of Santa Margarita, distant live lengue.% the 
country is tolerably wdl cultivatcd for a tracfc about 
Íáü9 yards iu breadth, and the shore is borderal witli 
orangé and lemon-trees. The villages have a pretty 
oii'ect, embowered in trecs, and give the river a more 
chcerful aspect. At Piñón, the mountatns of tlm 
interior, which the traveller is now approaching, add 
a new featuvc to tho scciiery. Considerable difficulty 
is now found iu poling along the shore, as the depth 
of the water inereases, and, freguently, tlie bogas ai*e 
obliged to lay the polos in and lmul along hy the trees. 
Iu passing the rapids, some of the men have to land

o O ò

8 U e give tho foliowing dLtances from  Cok Ilall’s volnmc:
Lcagucs.

From Barranca—
To Barranca Vieja .......... l ¡ ¡

—  Vucal..............................  1
*— Tenerife ...................... 10
— P la to .............................. 4
— Sam brnno........................  1
— Tacam uchc...................  !>

2f¡¿

LeagllDS. 
BrongiUfonvard 2(i¿

T o  P in to ..............................  2
— Santa A na..................... !)
— San Fernando.............  2
— San Zunoli .................  2
— M onjíos..........................  á

46¿
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and haul the canoe by a hawser, while otliers remam 
to pole, and keep her head from being carried out by 
tbe stream. “  If  once the streara iá allowed to catch 
tlie head of the canoe, it will be ttirned round, liurried 
into the midst of the current, where no pole will reach 
the ground, and rapidly carried down the strenm a 
considerable distance, before the oar can be got out to 
enable it to regain the bank.” At sunset, it is cus- 
tomary to nioor the canoe for the night. The third 
day, tile traveller may reach Rio Viejo; the fourth 
day, Morales, where it is usual to allow the men 
a day’s rest. Tliis is a miserable place, but well situ- 
ateduponan island shadedwithcocoa-paims: tlic neigh- 
bouring country produces a large quantity of palm 
M-ine. The climate here is more approaching to tem­
perate thau at Monpox, but still, the air is most 
oppressive, and the mosquitoes extremeiy troublesome. 
Beyond Badillo, the boundary of the departments of 
Magdalena and Cundinamarca, the shores begin to 
exhibit occasionally signs of cultivation ; bananas and 
cocoa-plantations are now to be seen, and tbe number 
of alligators begins to diminish." At San Pablo, a *

* “  N oth ing  so much bospeaks tbe inadequate population of 
Ib is  country, as the neglected and wild state of so desirable 
n  trac t o f  land  as tb a t w atered by the Magdalena, capable of 
growing the m ost valtmble produce, and w ith every facility for 
lis  exportation. I n  th e  spacc o f some hundred  miles th a t I llave 
now  desceuded (from H onda to  Badillo), tliere are  probablynot 
m ore than  th irty  isolated and poor hu ís , n oneo f wlüch have above 
an  acre o f  deared  land , over and above a  few s ím il vlUages.”— 
L c t t c n f r o m  C o lo m b ia , p . lili), T h e  im healthiness o f  these diores 
m ay perhaps in  p a rt account, y e t n o t altogether, fo r the ir being 
abandoned to  th e  wretchcd population who are found here, con- 
sisting o f  “  bogas advanced ¡n years, and w eary o f  navigating the 
rive r, some cnfranchised slaves, and deserters, o f  all races, o r 
ra th er o f  a ll colours.”  T hese pcople, saya M. M olllen, a re  very 
poor and wrctched s “  o u t o f  th e  ten  plagues o f  Egypt, they  have
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cleaii-looking village on a gravelly soí], it is necessary 
to parchase provisión for four days, as there is no 
other market bctween tliis point and San Bartolomé. 
The Travellers found every thing here doublo the price 
it Itore at Morales, and werc infonned, that as they 
pvoceeded, provisions would increase in cost. From 
San Bartolomé, a liad road leads to tlie proviuce of 
Antioquia. Near this place, tlie stream of the Mag­
dalena ís darkened by the muddy and fetid waters of 
it tributury river.* A Hule further is the promontory 
of Remolina Grande, which, when the watevs are low, 
is doubled with diffioulty, owing to the violence of 
the current. The choro or rapid of Angostura'is also 
very dangerous when. the river is either very liigh or 
very low, the airrent then forming several deep whirl- 
pools. The rock is very lofty, and projeets so far 
into the river as to n a riw  it considerably. A short 
distante higlier up stands the town of Narie, the most 
írequented port of Antioquia, and a sort of entrepói 
for the produce of the western cordillera, which is 
brought down by the river Juntas. Like most other 
places, Narie has suffered mueh from the ivar, and is 
ahnost desolate. No other place worthy of notice 
occurs, till, havíug passed the mouth of the river Miel, 
whose limpid wàters contrast with the imuldy stream 
of the Magdalena, and, some leagues further, that of 
the Rio Negro issuing from the moimtains of Zipa- 
quira, the traveller reaches the hamlet of Guarumo.

a t least five,—putrld  water, ulcera, reptiles, largo flies, and the 
dealh o f  their first-bom , for, In fact, they rea r the ir cliildren w ith 
greatdifficulty .”

* “  W c here procured,”  says Cnpt. Cochrane, “  a branch o f the 
s.hrul» cabed a l u m b r e ,  by pu ttiug  abou t cigh t inchcs o f  tile stein o f  
which in to  w ater, i t  causes all th e  m ud and eartli hehl in solution 
to sink to  the bottom , añil leaves the w ater sweet and clear.”



3 0 » C O L O M U I A .

l'roni this placo, a ncw road was being made to Bo­
gotá, which will be of great advantage to tlie com- 
merce of the country: “ it is a betterline of direction 
tliau the present road from Honda, and can be per. 
forrnod i)i the same time, tlierebv savitig water-car- 
riage of two or three days.” The river, beyond 
Guáramo, hecomes much narrowcr, and is filled witli 
«tonos that roll froiu the tops of the mountains. 
(Jlioked up between rocky heights, it impetuously 
ponrs forth its waters througli the narrow channel it 
lias opened for itself; and it would be impossible for 
the piraguas to stom the foreo of tile current, were it 
not for the numerous «angles formad liy the projecting 
arms of the cordillera. At lengtli, on the tliirty-first 
day from Monpox, Capt. Cochrane landed at Honda. 
Tlie distance is 115 Ieagues, which, in descending 
the river, may easily be accomplished in six days. 
By means of steam-boats, working day and uight, 
the wliole course of navigation npward from Barranca 
to Honda, might probahly he eifected ineight or nine 
days. “  To persons navigating this rivcr in a con. 
yeniently ligged vesscl,”  says the Author of Letters 
from Colombia, “  and so as to be protccted from the 
lieat of the sun, the voyagc would be interestiug and 
delightful beyond descriptio», as its course is con- 
tinually serpentining cither through high ciiains of 
mountains, rocky passes, or the most luxuriant 
woods.” Sometimos, the river assumes the aspect of 
a large lake, bordered witli forest-trees. Tliese forests 
abound witli a variety of birds of beautifnl plumage, 
witli wild turkeys, guacharacas (the American plica, 
sant), flainingoes, herous, parrots, macaws, and 
smaller birds, togethcr witli bordes of monkeys, who 
mako a constant aproar with tlieir howlings. Jaguars 
also «re numerous, and they are formidable enemics



C O L O M B I A . 3 0 9

to the alligators, whom they frequently suvprise aïlcep 
un the banks. If a young alligator, he is sure to fall 
n vietim: the larger ones sometimos succeed in nin- 
ning witli their antagonist into the river, where he is 
conquered by the numbers by wliom he is iminedintely 
surromidcd. Another inhabitant of this magnificent 
river is the turtle, wliicli, as well as its eggs, is preyed 
«pon hoth by the cayman and the jaguar.

Honda is prettily situated on rising ground enclosed 
by mountains. I t  ivas ibrmerly flourishing, but ivas 
almost destroyed by the enrthquakc, and the civil 
war luis greatly diminished its commerce. The con­
vents (Alcedo enumeratos f'our) and ehurches are now 
in a dilapidatcd state; and the population, ivlúch is 
said to have amountcd to 10,000, now scarcely exceeds
3,000 persons. The temperature is very hot, but not 
unhealthy. A custom-house is cstablished here. AH 
large boats stop at the bodegas> or warehouses, on 
eitlier bauk, half a inile from the ^own, to avoid pass- 
ing the mouth of the Guale, a foaming torrent wliich 
rushes doivn the neighbouring mountains of Mari­
quita to join the Magdalena in the centre of the toivir. 
This torrent is crosscd by a ivoodeu bridge of one 
arch, boldly construeted on fragments of rock, which 
serve as piers, but noiv in a very precarious state.

The distance from Honda to Bogotà, is reckoned 
tiventy-two Ieagues: it is a four days’ journey. The 
worst parts of the road from Caracas to Bogotà, can- 
not, iv e are told, compete in difficulty ivith the passes 
ivhich occur in this high road to the capital, the most 
frequented, probably, iu the country. I t  can scarcely 
indeed he called a road, heing more like the bed of n 
mountain torrent. “  Vou have every moment to 
climh roçks, many of which tlie mulé can hardly reach 
ivitli her fore-fm.” On the snmmit of the Sárjenlos
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is un iuscription, stating the clevation wliich the tra. 
veller lias gained, to be 800 toises (5,l<f0 feet) nbove 
the sea, and the distance from Bogotà eightecn 
kngues. ïlie  descent to the picturesquc valley of 
Guaduas is in some places cqualiy diffieult. Tíiis 
place, situated about 3,000 feet above the sea, enjoys 
a mild and salubrious temperature, and is famed for 
its excellent water. I t  is styled by Captam Cochrane, 
the Cheltenham of Bogotá, being visited by the citi - 
aons of tlie capital for the benefit of their health. A 
manufactory of straw hats is carried on here, and a 
fine breed of Iiorscs and mules is reared in the ueigh- 
bouriug pastures. Ríce, bananas, eo/fee, sugar, and 
oranges are grown in tliis district.* The steep sum- 
mifc of tlie Alto del Trujo lias next to be sunnounted 
by a zig-zag road, which lias been pavee!, but is now 
out of repair: tlie descent conduets the traveller to 
the town and plain of Villietas. Tlie paramo of 
Cerradera is an aseent not less difficult: from its 
summit, tbe traveller has the satisfaction of looking 
down on the plañís of Bogotá. The venta at the foot 
of the paramo is nine leagues from tbe capital, and 
about 7,500 feet above tlie level of the sea. Two 
leagues further is the small town of Facatativa, a day’s 
journey of seven leagues (M. Mollien says, above ten 
French leagues) from the capital. The road now lies 
along a plain for the most part liare, and entirely 
level; in many places frequently inundated. A t a 
distance of about twelve miles is gained the fu-si 
glimpse of the capital. The white towers of tile 
cathedral and the monasteries of Montserrat and Gua­
dalupe, seated on lofty peaks in the back-grouml, are

'■* "  A t th e  distance o f  tliren days’ journey from  G uaduas, is 
Palm a, a  village containing gold, iron , and em erald mines, which 
it is intendod to  work.”—Mo u l ie n . p. Cl.
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lii'st discerned. Being built on rising ground, the 
rity forms fi sort of amphitheatre. The ascent to it 
is by un alameda or public walk, wliioli ivas lormerly 
beautifully plantee!, but the trees tverc cut down 
during the revolutionary contest. Altogether, the 
íirst ajipoarance of Bogotá is very impnsing, and 
Avortliy of the capital of the Colombia» Republic."

BOGOTA.

T he city of Bogotá (its former dodicatory title of 
Santa Fe is suppresscd) was fmmded hy Gonzalo 
Ximenes de Quesada, who, in 1538, built tivelve lints, 
in Uonour of the twelve apostles, on the skirts of the 
two mouutains whích now bear jhe ñames of Mont­
serrat and Guadalupe. I t  is situated on an ele- 
vated platean 8,615 feet above the level of the sea, 
in lat. 4‘1 10' N., long. 73o 60' W., at the base of 
mouutains toweríug nearly 17,000 feet above the 
sea. I t ivas created a City, and made the seat of a 
royal audiencia, in 1548. In 1501, it was advanced 
to the hnnours of a metropolitan see. It was the 
capital of the kingdom of New Granada, and the resi- 
dence of the viceroy. From its extreme boundaríes, it 
externis about a mile in length, and, in the widest part, 
about half a mile in breadtb, the ends tapering oif 
to a single iine of houses. The streets are generally 
narroiv, but regular; all of them are paved, and the 
principal ones have foot-paths. “  Wlien seen from *

*  "  T lie  m ost im portan t town o f  Colombia,”  says M. M oilicn,
“  is P anam o; the best fortifled, Cartagena; th e  m ost agrecabie, 
Santa F6 (Bogotá); the best bu ilt, P opayan ; the richest, G uaya­
q u il; th e  m ost livcly, Z ipaqu ira ; tile  best situa ted , Maracaybo. 
Caracas is sakt to  have eclipsed them  all, b u t Caracas is now in  
m ilis. Quito is, by all accounts, more populous than any.”
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the mountains at the liack, Clio city has a very prettv 
efteet. The strects, huilt at right angles, present an 
appcaranee of great regularifcy, and have a stream of 
water constantly flowing down the middle ; there ave 
also severa! handsome publi.c fountains. Great as is 
the extent of the city, the churches and convents 
eover neavly one-lialf of the gronnd. Many of the 
convents are in parfc, and others wholly deserted 
since the Itevolution. The gronnd that some of them 
eover is immense.” Thqre are nine monasteries and 
three nunneries ; those of thé Dominicans and of San 
Juan de Dios aro the Best endowed. Four-sixíhs 
of the houses in the city are said to belong to them. 
f,i The architeets of Santa Fe,” says JI. Mollien, 
“  have an excuse to justify the defonnity of their 
edifices in the nature of the soil, which, heing so fre- 
quently convidsed hy earthquakes, compela them to 
sacrifice elegance and majesty to solidity. Tlius it is, 
•that the houses are so low, although the walls are 
prodigiously thick. The publíe huildings are also 
obliged to llave enonnous foundations, and the shafts 
of the columns of tlic churches are less in proportion 
•to tlie weight theyhave to sustain, tlian to the shocks 
which they are required to resist.

“ The architeeture of some, however, is in a purer 
style. The cathedral in particular, erected in 1814, 
is remarkable for the simplicity of its interior, 
redeeming, in some degree, the bad taste to which its 
faqatle is.indebted for an accnmulation of lines pro- 
(luced withont liarmony, and intcrsecting each other 
without the least symmetry.

“  The other churches of Bogotá, to the number of 
twenty-six, are, on the contrary, resplendent with 
gold ; no temple of the Incas was ever so dazzling. 
But, although the magnificence of the eatheilral itself
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is not so great, the treasures it possesses are more 
valuable. One statue of the Virgin alone, out of the 
inany which adorn the altars, is ornamented with 
1,3/33 diamonds, 1,295 emcralds, 59 amethysts, one 
topaz, one hyacinth, 372 pcarls, and its pedestal is 
enriched with 309 amethysts: the artist was paid
4,000 piastras for his labours.”

Some of the convents have hospitals dependent upnn 
them, but they are in a most loathsome and dis- 
gusting state. There arc three collcges, which are 
conductcd in a superior manuer : the principal one is 
lliat of the Jesuíts, in which the majority of tlie pro­
fessora arc monks, a few only being laymen. The 
pupils arc instructed in Latin, mathematics, natural 
and moral philosophy, and div'mity. “  Besides these, 
therc is now forming a school of mineralogy, under 
the auspices of Dr. Mariano di Kivero, a most sen­
sible, scienti lic, and clevcr man, a native of Peru, 
educated íu the schools of England, France, and Ger- 
many, and recommended by Barón Humboldt to the 
Government. This gentleman, who is particularly 
skilled in the practical knowledge of the best methods 
of mining in all its branches, is also founding a 
natíonal museum, which has, under his hands, made 
considerable progress, and for which he has travelled 
to inçrease the collection aíready amassed: • out of 
the 4,000 dollars per annum allowed him by • tlie 
Government, he has gencrouslyresigned 1,000 to aug­
ment the funds of the museum. They have estab. 
lished here a  Lancastrian scliool on the most liberal 
principies, for which the natives are principally in- 
dobted to the praiseworthy exertions of the vice-presi- 
dent, General Santander, through whose strenuous 
endeavonrs to put in forcé the commands of the Con- 
gress, these schools have been established not only in

t»AHT r t .  T
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the capital, but iu the most mnote villages r>f tíie 
republíc.

“ It might be iiiingined,”  snys 3VI» Moílien, “  from 
the pompons title of palace, given to the ancient resi. 
denee of tbe viceroys, whtch is now occupied by the 
president of the republíc, that a sumptuous edilicè 
would present itself; it is, however, noihing inore 
than a house with a flat roof: tivo adjoúmig ones, 
mnch Imver, ornamented with galleries, together with 
the prison, constitute the whole of its dependencias ; 
here are also the offices of the roiinsters of state. 
Upon enteríng the palace, stair-casès without tlie leàst 
pretensions to elegance, «and galleries equally devoid óf 
taste, present tliemselves ; no hall leacls into the pre. 
sence-chamber: it is entered cither from the presi- 
dent-’s bed-room, or from a small anti-chamber. A 
few sofàs covered with red damask, a worn-out Segòvia 
carpet, some lamps suspended from the eross beams, 
wliich, for want of a ceiling, give this part of the saloon 
the appearance of a barn, would make it difficult to 
conceivc of its being a palace, weve not the apartment 
decorated with a throne covered with red damask, a 
few looking-gUsses,g]azedwindòws,and some wretched 
paintings. The idea of regality is still further in- 
creased by a troop of twenty hussars guarding the 
avenues: these, notwithstanding their want of boots 
andhorses, and the wretched plight of their unífofms, 
givc the stranger a hint that he is within the precínets 
of royalty.

“  The place dignificd with the name of the palace 
of the deputies, is nothing but a lavgc house, situated 
at the comer of a Street, the grnund-iloor of which is 
let out in shops for the selling 'of brandy. The First 
ohjccts which attraet attention upon ascending the 
stair-case, are two Fames painted upon the wnll, at

3 1 4
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tlie f'uot of which is this inscription: ‘ No eountry 
withcuit laws.’ Having gaíned the iimer gallery, tho, 
noise which escapes throngh a small door, inclicates it 
to tho visiter to be that-of che hall of assombly. Tliis 
consistí of a long and narrow room, ¡n the middle 
of which has been erectcd a wooden balustrade, upon 
which the spectators lean; for no míe is seated but 
the representatives, who are economically placed upon 
arm-chairs made of polished wood, with leather but- 
toms, rang'od in long rows : within the halustrade, 
eight chatideliers, glazed Windows, and a niatting, 
compose the decorations of the palace of deputies.

“  Upon qmtting this, it is only necessary to cross 
the Street to enter the palace of the senate, -which is, 
perhaps, still more simple than that of the repre­
sentatives. The Dominicans having granted this 
hody one of the wings of their convent, it was fitted 
up in a similar mauner to the hall of the deputies 5 the 
walls are, liowever, ornamented with cmblcmatical 
figures. Under one of these, which representa Justice, 
the ignorant painter has written Policy. There is 
neither salle de réccption, hall, ñor ante-chamber; 
and wheu the ministers attend to make any comniu- 
nication, tliey are obligcd to wait upon the staircase 
till the usher of tito liouse, who is at the same time 
manager of the theatre, comes to disengage them of 
their umbrella, and invite them to enter.

“  In their places of conllnement, the Spanish Ameri. 
cans have cstablished a system of excessn-e indulgente. 
The prisons are 011 the ground-fioor, and the Windows 
are sufficiently low to allow the passers-by to converse 
with thosc incarcerated: as to state prisoners. theyare 
treated with greater severity.” *

* Molí Ion, pp. íru —o.
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“  The miut is a large, plain building. Iu canse- 
quence of che mistaken policy of che Government, iu 
giving merely a debenture for the uncoincd gold 
hrought to tliem by the natives, instead of returning, 
as in former times, a proportionate quantity of coined 
metal, the machínery, &c., of this place ¡s at a stand- 
stil!, and its treasnry entirely exhausted. If, as for- 
merly, they gave their coincd gold for the gold dust 
hrought to them, they would soon form a ricli treasury 
from the quantities that would be produced by the 
people; who now keep hack their gold, and, eonse- 
quently, can only dispose ofit a ta  verygreatloss, or else 
keep it in liand, whicli prevenís them from hiringmore 
negrees to work their mines, or even to support those 
they liave. In  fact, this measure paralyr.es every 
branch of the state, inasmuch as ít gires a eheck 
to industry, and creates mistrust.

“  There are three sets of barracks, formed from 
the oíd and forsaken monasteries; and two quartels ; 
one for the militia in the grand plaza on the left of 
tlie cathedral, the otlier in the sqnare of San Fran­
cisco, for the president’s body-guard wlien off duty. 
There is a mestranza, or artillery depot, where all 
military furniture and equipments are made, but in a 
style whicli would be mnch benefited by the aid of 
European workmen to direct and improve the whole. 
This ís the only place in Bogotá wdiere any repairs 
can be done to articles of European fabric.

“  The tlieatre is a well-coiistrnctcd building, and 
its interior arrangements are better tlian might be 
oxpected : it is not ditficult to hear in any part of it. 
The boxes are all let to famílies; but, for two reais, 
you gain admission to the pit, which is half covered 
with chaira, and the back part left for standing-room. 
The company is mixed, but ordcrly and well behaved.
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A soldier panules uj> and down during tlie perform-. 
anco. Imt 1 nover witncssed any opportunity í’or bis 
intcrference. It is tlie custom to walk frora the pit to 
the boxes, and cliat with any parties you may know; 
and all strungers of respectability pay tbeir com­
pliments during the evening to the vice-president. 
The performances ave on íeast-days only; tlie actors 
aro decidedly liad. Sometimes the students of the 
college períorm, and, of course, attract a crowded 
audience. The natives are much attached to theatrical 
amusements.” *

The principal sfreets are the Calle Real and the 
Sa?t Juan de Dios. The former has a footvay on 
both sides of tlie road, and is wcll ]>aved ; and, “ as 
there are no caris or vehicles o f any descriptioni the 
tvaílio baing liitherto carried on exclusively by inules, 
it does not reijuire freqüent repair. The ground- 
floors of tlie houses are occupied by sliops, witli one 
story above, eacli liabitation liaving a large wooden 
balcony, painted groen.” These two streets, whicli 
lead to the alameda, are the cliief resorts of tiie 
loungers and fashionaldes of Bogotá. The streets 
runuing east and west f'rom the monntains, have 
streams of water flowing down thcm, which empty 
themselves into the small rivers of San Francisco and 
San Augustin, over whieh there are five bridges. At 
one extremity of the Calle Real, is the principal

* Cochraue, vol. ii. pp. 20—2 2 .

+ For this, there is an  obvious rcáson: thero.is no passing iit 
any vehicle m ore than  a  m iie or two o u t of Bogotá. "  T he  vire- 
roy had formerly a  carriage, b u t títere is nono now in tlie country, 
and only two gigs in the capital. T here are, in the plañís, a few 
rlumsily conlrived cavs, wiih solid wheels, for rarrying titnber, lint 
llicsc can only be usad from  F aratativa to Bogotá, and cvcn ihcis 
frcqucntly siick fasl in the m ire.'’
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plaza, whcre tlio daily market is held : one side i-i 
occupied by the cathcdral, another by the palacc ot 
the president, &c.; on the north side, are prívate 
houses with shops beneath, and Ou the soutli, are the 
guartel of the militia and the record-office. The 
market is well supplied with heef, rnutton, and pork, 
poultry, some few vegetables, and fruits of every 
climate (they reckon thirty sorts), in considerable 
perfection.* Europea» manufactures are sold, for the 
most part, at extravagant priccs : theracrcliants ob- 
tain tliem from Jamaica.

All the houses are low, in consequence of the appre- 
hension of earthquakes: they are buílt of sun-dried 
brick, white-washed, and covered with tiles. “  As 
to the interior,” says M. Mollien, “  the houses are 
not better arranged than ours were at the time of the 
discovery of America. Windows, very small, and 
always barricadoed by large wooden bars, are seen by 
the side of others of an immense size; the beams are 
rarely concealed by a ceiling; the walls have enor- 
mous projcctions; the doors are of all heights; the 
i ise of locks is scarcely known: at least, those manufac­
turad in the country afford but little security. The 
use of glaaed Windows is but of recent introduetion; 
a less barbarous taste is, however, observable in the 
construction of many modern habitations, and seveial 
improvements begin to appear. Light and convenient 
halconies have superseded the enormous heavy gal­
lones ; the ceiling is no longer disagreeably inter- 
sected by beams; the Windows are without barri»

a Beef is ,V. por ¡iouihI ¡ multou 1». per qimrtcr; a large chicleen 
W.; fruit, "  reasonable." For ihc unlurnishect bouse he inhabitet!, 
Captain Cochrane paid a t  the ra le  o f  SIH) dollars per annum■ A liai 
is 10 dollars, a pair ot'boots the same; ¡i coat of inferior clotli, 00 
dollars; of superfinc cloth, BU dollars.
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cadoes, the street-doors better painted: a general 
neatness is, indeed, being iutroduced through all 
classes. In general, two gates are to be passed befare 
arriving in the court-yard. The eutry which sepa- 
mtes it from the Street, is but too often a receptacle 
for the uncleanliness of the passengers. A gallery 
generally runs round the court, if the house consista 
only of a ground floor$ but if of two stories, a covered 
terrace. The staircase is generally of stone, and of 
very rude construction. On the wall of the first square 
is generally painted a giant, cavrying in one hand a 
child, and in the other a hall; this is St. Christopher, 
the bousehold goá of the country. Round the inner 
gallery is a long suite of rooms, which only receive day- 
liglit through the door. Every house has at least one 
saloon and an eating.room; for it is considered im­
polite to receive friends, or to entertain them, in a 
sleeping-room. The kitehen is always of an immense 
sÍ7.e, less on account of the quantity of provisions 
eooked, than the number of useless servants assembled 
there: there is no chimney, as stoves only are used. 
No houses are seen witkout earpets: the ancient straw 
mats of the Indians are no longer used by fashionable 
people, but are superseded by earpets of European 
manufacture. Both of these are designed, if there be 
no íire, to warm the apartments, and to conceal the 
inequalities of the fioor, whére, unfortuuately, the 
negligente of the servants permits the most loathsomc 
inseets to swarm in immense numbers. Someper30ns 
cover the walls of their chambers with dyed paper; 
and numbers have garlands of fiowers and genii 
drawn apon it, in a style aliko indicative of the bnd 
taste of the painter and his cmployer. The furnitnre 
is simple, and usually consista of notliing more than 
two sofas covered with cutton. two small tablea, a fcw
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leathem chairs, ai'ter tlie fashion of the liíteenth cen-. 
tury, a loüking-glass, and tliree lamps suspended from 
the ceiling. The liod is tolerably well ornamented, 
hut feathers are never used ; it is formed of two wool 
mattrasses. With some slight difference, all the 
houses resemble each other; nothing serves to dis- 
tinguish those of the ministers, and it would be diffi- 
cult to recognise the president’s, were it not for the. 
guard at the entrance.”

“  The shops are crowded together, dirty, and dark; 
the only admission for day-liglit is bv the door. 
Tliese, however, are places of resort for the idle. 
¡áuated npon his eounter, smoking incessantïy, and 
giving lacònic answers to his customers, the Colom- 
bian merchant in many respeets re.sembles those of 
Smyrna or Aleppo. Baguta cannot boast of ten mer. 
cliants who can command 100,000 piastras, uor of five 
individuals liviug upon a revenue of that amount. 
The most common incomes are from 5 to 10,000 
piastres. Almost every inhabitant” (not in the em, 
ploy of government, in the cliurch, or in the arniy) 
“  is a shopkeeper.”

The streets are very badly lighted. A paper lan- 
thorn, placed at the end of each quadra, just serves to 
render darkuess visible. A proposal, however, lias 
been luid before the Government by Colonei lilanby, 
for lighting the city witli gas. There is not a com- 
mon-sower in the city. It was a saving of one of the 
viceroys, that Bogotà had four police-otiicers to keep 
the town deán ; the gallinazos (carrion vultures), the 
rain, the asses, and the pigs. But the streams oi 
fresh water wliich flow down the streets would cleansy 
them, M. Mollien says, still more efiicacionsly, “ if, at 
eight o’dock in the evening, the idleness of the 
inliabitants did not convert them into iilthy and
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infectious sewers.”  In many of the streets, the grass 
has grown so plcntifully, from the thinness of popula- 
tion, as to afford grazing ground to the stray cattle.

“  The costume of the people is remarkable, parti- 
cularly tliat of the females. There is no distinction 
between ricli and poor in the styie of walking-dress. 
The mantilla, black or Ilght blue, made « la mode 
Espaynole, is worn; a piece of blue uloth envelops 
the liead, and frequently conceals the whole of the 
features except the eyes: this reaches to the waist, 
and the whole is surmounted with a broad-brimmcd 
beaver hat. This is generally allowed to be a pre- 
posterous and unbecoming dress 5 but, as yet, no 
fashionable lady has had the eourage to set a new 
style for the example of her countrywomen. They 
are sedulously careful to deck their feet in the most 
becoming manner, and with studied coquetry, as they 
are in general well formed and extremely small. 
Their step is very peculiar, all from liip to ancle 
without bending the knec, and a sidling motion oi the 
body. How far this adds to the grace of appearanco 
and ease of deportment, I  will leave to abler judges 
to decide. The lower classes are generally barefooterl, 
except thepeasantryof theplains, who wear alpargates, 
a kind of Komansandal, made of the fibres of a tree. 
They wear likewise a full, lurge mantle, called roana, 
or Toquilla, made of the cloth of the country; the 
head posses througli a hole in the centre, and the 
Toquilla falls loosely and gracefully over the shonlders, 
completely covering the body, and concealing the 
arms. The tout ensemble is elegant, as it droops in 
easy and hecoming folds. Some of the females assume 
a very peculiar garb; a petticoat of Spanish brown 
stuff, with a mantilla of white kerseymere, a black
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beaver hat, and, round the waist, a broad, blaclc, 
leathern girdlc, one end of wbich hangs down from 
tlie liij) nearly to tlie ande. They are cnlled bcalcs, 
and attire themselves in this manner for many reasons, 
such as tlie comraands of a confessor, the sickness of 
a liusbaud, father, or any other relutive ; but, by 
many, it is worn mere!y from the dcsire of attracting 
attentiou.

“  Tlie Colombians have many repasts during tbe 
dav. At seven in the morning, tlioy have chocolate; 
at ten, a mcal of soup, cggs, &c.; they diñe at two, 
take chocolate agaio at five, and sup at an early hour. 
From aliout tliree to half-past four, tlicy take tlieiv 
siesta, during which time all the shops are shut, the 
streets deserted, and the whole city is in. profonnd 
silence. Business is carried on from nine tíll half- 
past one, and from half-past four to half-past five. 
Every Iiouso lias silver goblets, in which the water is 
handed round to the guests. Napkins are not used, 
and the table-linen is coarse. I t  is the custom tu 
u-asli hands after dinner; tlien smoking is íntroduced. 
The servante are gencrally females, very sluttish and 
dirty, of a race between the Indians and Mulattoes. 
There are very few male domèstics, as all the able 
mea were tuken off for tlie supply of the aniñes. Tbe 
emancipation of slaves lias been very great at Bogotá, 
and but few remain.” a

“  Bogotá is subject to a dreadful nuisance ; every 
Saturday, tlie poor rusli iuto the town as if to take it 
by assault; they besiege every door, and, to gain ad- 
mittance, endeavour to excite compassion by the ex- 
posurc of the most revolting infirmities. Oíd men, led

«• Cochranc. rol. ii. )>)>. j.j—’)f!.
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by r.hildren, i'orm numerous groupes, which throughout 
the day obstruet the streets, and evim block up tlié 
thresholds of the houses.

“  la  the neightiourhood of Bogotá ave some very 
agreeable walks, which, although shaded hy willows, 
•and ornamented with rosc-trees and the beautHul 
cardainindum, are iittle freqnented; the preferente 
being given to a few select streets, the Iroltoirs of 
which offer a commodious promenade, as from them 
gentlemen on horseback may be seen traversing the 
town at full gallop. The greater part of thesehorse- 
men are bedizened with gold, and glittering in mili- 
tary uniforms; some with round hats ornamented 
with plumes of feathers, others with coeked ones, and 
a still greater nuinber wearing shakos and helmets. 
Although their own appearanee is upon the whole 
striking, that of their Iiorses, which resemble Norman 
poneys, is so wretchecl as to lessen the effect con- 
siderably.”

The general routine of the day at Bogotá, com- 
mences with mass, which is attended hy females and 
oíd mcn. Tlie men in general, we are told, do not 
give themselves much trouble on thís score, unlcss 
they have some particular ohject in view, more attrac- 
tive than devotion. The greater part of the day, 
the ladies lonnge on their sofas. At lialf-past five, 
they attend the alameda, whence they return to re- 
ceive visits till between nine and ten o’clock, at which 
honr they retire. Tertulias, or evening parties, balls, 
masquerades, and the numerous religions processions, 
are their chief amusements. The mimber of saínts’ 
days and feast days, including Sundays, amounts to 
100 ; “ but the Congress have it in consideration to 
reduce them as nearly as possible to the number of 
festivals celebrated in Protestant countries.”
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“  Corpus Christi day is that which is celebrated 
with the greatest magníñcence at Bogotá; it is an- 
notinced the prcceding eveningby artificial fire-works. 
At each córner of the grand square, through which 
the procession is to pass, are erected four richly orna- 
mented altars, while by a singular mixture of the 
sacred and profane, mals de cocagne, puppet-shows, 
and a great number of cages full of rare and curíous 
animals, are ranged on ali sides. The rejoicingsand 
games cease the moment the bell is heard announcing 
the approach of the procession. Every one takes off 
his hat and kneels down in the streets.

“  At the head of the prodession, are chariots 
dragged along by men ; in one is king David, with 
the head of Goliatli in his hand ; in another, Esther ; 
in a third, Mordecai; Joseph next makes his appear- 
anee upon a horse richly caparisoned, and followed by 
a great number of guards; these, however, are only 
mounted on pasteboard chargers. All these personages 
are the children of the principal inhabitants of the 
city. To obtain the honour of acting a part in this 
imposing spectacle, is a great desideratum; and those 
who are honoured, by having their children nomi- 
nated, neglect no kind of expense : rivalling each 
other in splendour, they Iay pearls, diamonds, eme- 
ralds, and nibies under contribution, and put their 
imagination to the rack, in order to render the dresses 
of the actors more magnificent. The clergy advance 
slowly amid the crowd of the faithful, with which the 
square is thronged. The most beautiful girls in the 
city walk between two rows of priests, some carrying 
the ark, and the show-bread, otbers incense or bas- 
kets of flowers. To these succeed young Indians, 
who, to the sound of a ilute and tabor, perform wild 
íantastic dances. The procession is closed by a



detachment of troops, with arms and oolours re- 
rersed.”

Buil-fights, cock-fights, thc theatro, and gambling 
are the chief amusements of the gentlcmen.

“  As far as I liad an opportuni ty of judging,” says 
the Author of Letters from Colombia, “  Bogotá is 
the most justly celebrated place in the whole Repuhlic 
for beatttiful \vornen.* The chnnge is the more strik- 
ing, after the hideous population one meets with in 
many of the towns and villnges in the great extent of 
couutry between thc two capitals. I t  is not from a 
few instaures that one is led to form such an opinión, 
tiie majority of the female sex here being fairly en- 
titled to this reputation. Trorn the coolness of the 
climate, their complexions are naturally fair and very 
clear. They inherit, at thc same time, the fino, ex- 
prossive, dark eyes and regular features of the Spanish 
woinen, although partaking bufc in a slight degree of 
their elegant figures, owing to their cai eless manner 
of dressing and setting oft‘ their persons. They have, 
howcver, pretty l'eet, and an easy carríage. From the 
superiority of their personal appearance, there is the 
more reason to regret the absence of those endow- 
ments of mind, and that conduct, whioh alone render 
beauty permanently attractive. There are, perhaps, 
few cities, (it is to be hoped so, at least,) tvhere the

a Capt. Cochrane says: "  T h e ín a jo rily  oFthe women a re b y  no 
means handsome: they certainly have fine eyes and d a rk h a ir ; Imt 
neither features, complexión, ñor figure are  good, whcu compared 
w ith those of Europeans. Some few llave, wlion young, a  litlle 
hloom on their cheeks’, b u t, in  general, usallow  o r  Moorish cast 
o f face m eets the eye- Occasionally, you do meet a young lady 
whosc pretensions to beauty would be allowetl even in Europe.” 
T h e  m en, taken  geucrally, h e  says, "  a re  far handsom er than  the 
women, and their dark  complexions are more agreeable to  the 
eye. T hey are aiso better educatcd, being g e n m lly  able to  r e t id  

m u i  w r í t e ! "
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women are so gcnernlly depraved; and although thcre 
are, no doubt, individuals of nncomiptcd morals and 
virtuons conduce, ¡t is too evident tViat theír íinmher 
is Imt smaH.” Captain Cocíname expresses his apprc. 
lumsion tliat morality in Colombia is at a low ebb. 
At'ter marriage, the ladies of Bogotá deom themselvcs 
for tlie tnost part cntítled, especially if their lutsbands 
are <mt of tlie way, to act exactly as inclmation 
prompls. He admits that exceptions exist, and that 
títere tire many highly respectable, virtnous, and 
liononrable familias.

The capita! is at present full of priests, monks, and 
clergy, in consoquwice of a deuree abolishing all 
monasterics whicli did not contain nbove a certaiu 
number, and directing their inhabitatus to reside in 
Bogotá. This is considerad as a stroke of policy, 
baving for ¡ts objeet not inerely to apply tlie revenucs 
oi' the snppressed monasterios to the exigendos oi' tito 
state, bnt to bring the clerical body more immcdiately 
nnder the evo oí' Government, and counteract the 
more easilv their disposición to political intrigue. “  It 
is not easy,” M. Mollicn says, “  to say what are the 
politioni opinions of the inhabitant» of Bogotá. I/ike 
all thosc who reside in capitals, thcy are oppositionists, 
beeause they see the machine of government too near ç 
lint, after having given the rovolutionary impulse, 
this capital will, for tlie futuro, receive it from the 
provinccs.”

The population of Bogotá is said to llave amounted, 
in 1800, to 21,404 inhabitant», “  exclusive of strnngers 
and beggavs, tvho.se residenco was not known.” The 
bírtlis excecded tlie deatlis in the same venr by 24/. 
The present population is estimated at from 30 to 
:j5,000 sonis. Thore exists a dilference of opinión as 
to the superior cligihility of the site oi' the two oapi-
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tuls, Bogotá and Caracas. The Anthor of Letters 
í’mm Colombia gives his dccided Opinión in í'uvour oí' 
the former. The climate here is more congenial to 
Kuglisli eonstitution.s, aucl is favourablc to great hodilv 
exertíon. The extreme rarity of the atmosphere, 
howover, owing to tire great elevation of the plain, is 
at first very opprcsslve to strangers, oecasioning a dif- 
ficulty of hreathing, and an nnpleasant sensation at 
the chest. After a few days, this subsides. Tlie 
aeasons here are dívided into rainy and drv, formíng 
two winters and two snntmers. The drv season 
begíns witli tlie solsticcs; the wet, with the equinoxes, 
varying ten or fifteen days. March, April, May, Sep- 
teml>er, October, November, are reckoned winter 
montlis, during whicli fall alinost incessant rains. The 
monungs, from day-bveak to eight o’clock, are then 
piorcingly coid, the thermomoter frequently down to 
47% thongh it in general keeps between 5fi° and 03°. 
In summer, dnring the warmest timo, it varios from 
bíi° to 70°. June, July, and August are sliowcry. 
N.N.W. winds ¡nvaríahly bring storms. Bul, during 
the dry season, the heavens are fov the most part 
beautifully serene and unclouded, and the dews aro so 
liglit, that the usual lounge of the inhabitant» is bv 
moonlight. Ujion the vhole, the climate mav be 
regarded as sahibrious. Epidèmics are unknown, and 
the díseases to which tlie natives are suhject, are 
attributahle to other causes tlian the air.

FALL OF TEQUENDAMA.

“  T h e  e le v a ted p la in  on w h ic h  Bogotá s t a n d s , ”  
s a y s  M. Ilmnboldt, “  resembles, i n  a  variety of cir- 
cumstauces, that which is surrounded liy the Mcxican 
lakes. Each of these plains is highor than the summit
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of St. Bcrnard, the first being about 8,300 feet, aml 
the second 7,440 feet above thc level of the oceau. 
The valley of México is bounded by a circular wall of 
momitains of porphyry, and its centre is covered witli 
water ; for the numerous torrents which rusli i uto the 
valley found no outlet, untii the Europeans had dug 
the canal of Huchuetoca. The plain of Bogotá is 
also encircled witli lofty monntains; and the perfect 
level of the soil, its geological structure, thc form 
of the rocíes of Suba and Facatativa, which rise like 
small islands in the midst of the savannas, seem all 
to indicate the existence of an ancient lake. The 
Uiver of Funzlia, usnally called the Jlio de Bogotá, 
into which llow the waters of the valley, foveed its 
way throug'h the monntains to the south-west of 
Bogotá. Near the farm of Tequendama, this river 
rushes from the plain by a narrow outlet into a 
crevice, which descernís towards the basin of the 
River Magdalena. Were an attempt made to cióse 
this passage, which is the solé opening out of the 
valley of Bogotá, these fertile plains would gradually 
be converted into a sheet of water like the Mexican 
lake.”

This wonder of the conntry, the colebrated fall of 
Teqnendama, was, of course, visited by each of our 
Travellers. The road to it lies across the plain, in a 
S.W. dircction, to the village of Soacha, distant three 
leagues and a half, in the neighbourhood of which are 
said to llave been found some fossil remains of ele- 
phants. Here there is an inn. About half a league 
farther, the traveller arrives at the River Bogotá, on 
the banks of which is a village where he may be 
accommodated witli fresli liorses and a guide. From 
the river to the fall is nearly a league. The road lies 
over a ridge of monntains bounding the plain to the
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south-west, from the summit oí' which is gained a 
commanding view oí' the level country. A large por- 
tion of it being inundated at the time tluit eme 
of our Travellers visited it, it liad all the appearance 
of au extensive lake, with vaviously-shaped liills rising 
abruptly from its waters. Having ascended the 
lieights of Chipa, the country becomcs all at once 
most luxuriant in wood, and wild shrubs of pecu­
liar beauty. A long, winding dcscent leads from the 
corn-lands through a dark thicket, in which the oak, 
the ehn, and other trees which recall the vegetation of 
Europe, mingle with the chichona (bark-tree), the 
bigonia, and others peculiar to tliese regions. Here, 
at a considerable distance, is heard the roaring of the 
tvaters. Suddenly the traveller discovers, as from a 
terrace, far beneath him, a tract of country producing 
the palm-tree, the banana, and the cañe. A quarter 
of a mile from the Sallo, you leave your horses, and 
descend by a precipitóos patlnvay to the brink of the 
precipice, where the river, which at a short distance 
is 140 broad, having contracted itself into a narrow 
hut deep hed of only 40 feet in width, precipitates 
itself with violence down a perpendicular rock, at two 
hounds, to the immense depth of 050 feet. “ ïh is  
ovenvhelming hody of water,” says our Traveller, 
“  when it íirst parts from its hed, forms a hroad arch 
of a glassy appearanee; a little lower down it assumes 
a íleecyform; and ultimately, in its progress down- 
war<ls, shoots forth into millions of tubular shapes, 
which chasc eacli other more like sky-rockets than 
any thing else I can compare tliem to. The clianges 
are as singularly heautiful as they are varied, owing to 
the difference of gravitation and the rapid evaporation 
which takes place before rcaching the bottom. The 
noise with which this ¡mínense body of water fulls, is
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quite astounding ; sending np dense clouds of vapmtr, 
which riso tü a considerable hcight, and mingle wiih 
the atmospliere, fbrming in their ascent tlie most 
bcautiful rainbows. The most cimclusive proof of the 
extraordinary evaporation, is the comparativcly small 
stream which í'uns olí' from the foot of the fall. To 
give you some idea of its tremendous forcé, it is an 
asserted fact, that experiments liare more titán once 
been madc of forcing a Imllock into the stream, and 
that no vestige of liirn has been found at the bottom, 
bnt a few of his bones. To gire due effect to this 
mighty work, nature seems to liare lavished all tlu: 
graiul aceompaninients of scenery, to render it the 
most wonderful and enchauting of objects. From the 
rocky sides of its immen.se basin, hung with slinibs 
and bushes, numerous springs and tribntary streams 
add their mite to the grand effect. At tlie bottom, 
the water which runs oiï rushes impetuously along a 
stony bed, overhung with trees, and loses itself iu 
a dark winding of the rock. From the level of the 
river, wliere you stand to witncss this sublime scene, 
the mountains riso to a great height, and are com- 
pletely covered with wood ; and at one opening is an 
extensive prospect, which, on a clear day, encom- 
passes some distant mountains in the province of 
Antioquia, whose summits are clothed with perpetual 
s h o w . Iíovering over the frightful chasm, are various 
birds of the most beautiful plumage, peculiar to the 
spot, and dilFering from any I have before seen.”

The crevice into which the river tlirows itself, 
communicatos with the plains of tire tierra caliente, 
and a few palm-trees have sprung np at the foot of 
the cataract; so tliat, while the plain of Canoas is 
covered with grain, and other productions of the tem­
perate zone, in the ravine beueath are seen the trees
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of the equinoctial valleys; and tlio inhab¡tant.s oí' 
Bogotá toll you, that tho river iulis at once i'rom a coid 
dinmtc to a "■ann eme. The mere ■TilYoifin_e of heighl, 
however, Humboldl ranarks, is not suiRciont to nc- 
cotmt Cor ibis diilerence of temperature. It takes 
throe houi'K to descerní to the revine of La Povaxa. 
“  Altliough the river loses, in falling, a grcat part of 
its water, wliich is reduced to vapour, the rapidity of 
tho lower current* obliges the spectator to keep ul 
the distance of nearly 4ó0 feet from tire basin dug ota 
hy the fall. A few l'oeble ravs of jioon fall tm the 
hottom of the crevice. ÏJie soütude of the place, the 
riclmess of the vegetatum, and the drcadful roar tliat 
strikes upou the ear, contribute to render the foot of 
tho cataract of Te<inonduina one of the wildest sceues 
thnt can he found in the cordilleras.” The colmnn 
of vapour, rising like a thick doud, is seen from the 
walks round Bogotá at five leagues’ distance.

The fall is not, Iliunholdt says, íts is commonly he- 
lieved, the loftiest on the globe, hut there searcely 
exists a cataract which, from so great a height, preci­
pítales ;ut e<[ual mass of waters. The combination of 
sublimely piclnrosipie scenery v.-hich it presents is 
absoluteiy uurívalicd; and the traveller is not sur- 
prised, tliat llie rudo tribes of tho aborigines slionid 
liave ascrihed tho whole to a miracnlons oi'igln. The 
lollmviiig is the legcnd ennnoeiod v/ith the piuco.

“  In tho remotcst times, before the Moon aceom- 
panied tlie Karth, accor.Ung to the mytliology of tlie 
Wuysca or iUo/ea Indians, tlio inhabitants of the 
plain of Bogotá lived like harhariaus, nakod, witliout 
agricultura, witliout any fono of Jaws or worship.

* f'min llic lonniualioii of tho i'all, (he river assumes the ñames 
ol'itft* ihi I n  H  in  i ti’. T o c a y »:«, ¡nal U to  ,l.; l C o leg io , l t  has síiü
¡U'all of nearly li.i'lia feet befove i: reselles Ule 'Mnialaiona, wliivh 
is nlKiut táo feet ¡a evevy Ic;:;',ue-
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Suddenly therc appenred among them nn old man, who 
camc t'rom the plains sitúate on the cast oí' tlio Cordil­
lera of Chingas», and who appcared to be of a race 
unlike that of the natives, liaving a long ami bushy 
beard. Ile was known by three distinet appellations, 
Bochica, Nemquetheba, and Zuhé. This old man, 
like Blanco-Capaç, instructed meu liow to clotlie 
theinselves, Imild luits, till the ground, and form 
themselves into communities. He brought with him 
a woman, to whoin nlso tradition gives three ñames, 
Chía, Yttbecaygnaya, and lluythaca. This woman, 
cxtremely beautiful and not less malignant, thwarted 
everv enterprise of her husband for the happiness of 
mankind. By her skill in màgic, she sivelled the 
River Funzha, and imindated the valley of Bogotà. 
The greater part of the inhabitant» perished in this 
deluge; a few only found refuge on the summits oi 
the neighbouring mounlains. The old man, in anger, 
drove the beautiful Huythaca far from the Earth, and 
she became the Moon, wlúch began from that epoch 
to enlighten our planet during the night. Bochica, 
moved with compassion for those who wcro dispersed 
over the niountains, broke with llis powevfnl arm the 
rocks that eiieloscd the valley on the sido of Canoas 
and Tequendama. By tliis outlct, lie drained the 
wàters of the Lake of Bogotá, lie  buílt towns, intro- 
duccd the worship of the Sun, named two chiefs, 
between whom he divided the civil and ccclesiastical 
authority, and tlicn withdrew himself, tmder the 
name of ïdacanzas, into the holy valley of Iraca, near 
Tunja, where he lived in the exercise of the most 
austere ponitence for the space of 2,000 years.” *

In this ludían fable, therc is a remarkablc analogy 
to the traditions found among many nations of the 
Old Continent; and Bochica answcrs to the Quetzal- 

* UumboWt, Ucscarclios, vol. i. pp. T2—C:



coatí of tile Mexicans, the Mango-Capae of the Peru­
viana, and tlie Paye Zome of the Braziliau tribes.
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LAKIÍ OP GUATA VITA.

Axo t h e  íi of the natural curiosities in this pro- 
vince is the Lake of Guatavita, situated in a wild and 
solitary spot on tlie ridge of the mountains of Zípa. 
quira, and supposcd to llave been held in religious 
veneration by the Indians, who repaired thither for 
the parpóse of ablution. In this lake, acoording to 
tradition, lie concealed immense treasures, which tho 
natives are said to have throvvn ínto it whon Quesada 
appeared with his cavalry on the plaín of Cundina- 
marca; and the draining of it luis always been a 
fnvourite project. Señor Pepe Paris, who is at pre­
sent the director of the draining, has expended largo 
sums of money in the procesa. The Spaniavds had 
once got within fourtceu feet of the hottom, when 
the sides fell in with a tremendons crash 5 and the 
lagoon having springs in it, tlie waters hegan to rise. 
But, by examining the banks, and washing the mud and 
soil, they procured a sufficient sum to pay the Govern- 
ment a quinta of 170,000 dollars (a quinta is tliree 
per cent); and one einerald procured, and sent to 
Madrid, was alone valued at 70,000 dollars.

An oíd Spaniard, souuding in the centre, drew up 
with the lead a smail brunch of a tree, covered witli 
mud, in which was found a golden iinage worth about 
100 dollars. This is the image, we apprehend, which 
the Author of Letters from Colombia saw at a gentle- 
man’s liouse at Bogotá, and which had Leen recovered 
from the lake : “  it was ahout three inches in height, 
and resembled the objeets of Hindoo worship.” 
“ Having paddled round the shorts of the lake,” con- 

v 2



e O l.O M IU A .

t i m i c s  Capt. Cochraiie, “ w c  landed, and cnrnmenced 
examining the works which were now going on, as a 
kind of tunnel. Wu i’ound the strata to be chieily 
slate and grey sand-stone; Imt sawno volcànic appear- 
ances. I at once perceived why the sides liad fallen 
in. The slate strata lay in ilakes, at abont twcnty 
degrees from the perpendicular, against thc edges of 
which the water struek, and gradually carrying awav 
piece hv piece, mulermined the sides, which conse- 
quently feli in. X pointecl it out, and proposed plank- 
ing the sides, in which Señor llivevo concurred; lmt 
we could not persuade onr friend Pépe that this was 
requisite. The distance required to be cnt, I  i'ound 
to be about forcv vards, which miglit easily be done 
witli proper care, and an expense of perhaps 2,000 
dollurs.” *

On tbe edge of the conícal summit in which the 
lagonn is situated, our Travelier saw u two of the 
sepulchres of the caciques hewn in the sand-stone.” 
Capt. Cochrane subsequently visited u innumerable 
spots where the Indians used to bury their dead, and 
i'ound,” hcsays, u that theburíal-placesof the chiefshad 
been always chosen on commanding summits overlook- 
ing the plains, and that they were generally interred 
siiigly; whereas the lower class were buried in large 
eaverns formed for that purpose some hundreds of 
feet below.” He obtained permission to ojien a con­
siderable number of these guacas or sepulchres, and 
he describes one which appears to have been made for 
a chief. “  The spot was indicated by a small hollow 
appearance in the ground. After removing abont a 
foot of turf and earth, we came to an amazingly large 
stone, about twelve í'eet long, eighfc feet wide, and

'■ Capt. Cochrane succeeded, by opening the canal, iu lowerinj; 
thc lake Ien feet, lm t he did not slay lo complete the undcrtaking.
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niiie incites thick; it was a kimt of sand-stone; chis 
wc werc oblii>c;il to break, uml witli great diJiirully 
removed, when in two píceos. it  liad rested on a 
siiclf piecc all round ; the grave was í'onned in sand- 
¡stone. V/c al íirst carne lo earth, and tlu’ii to hiioly 
variegated saml, rammed down so hard, as lo nppear 
almost a¡i integral part ol' the sand-stone, Imt niani- 
l'estly different, as it crumbled to fine dust when once 
firoken ont, whereas the natiii'al strata adhere inore 
íirmly togelher. Altor digging down lbr about eight 
feel, we carne to earthenware, ol' a roug'h descripción, 
and rndely painted, sume uf which had been used lbr 
water, ot.hers lbr cuoking utcnsils, l'rom the evident 
marks ol' ¡iré on them ; the wliole contained nothing 
hut sand. I was obliged to ereet a wmdlass, and use 
huekets lo send the sand up in. At about íburtoen 
l'eet depth we nuil willi soine lmuiau bonos, the thigh 
and arm-pieees, but no senil or teeth ; and altor ron- 
linning our labour to the depth uí tliirty feet, we 
reaelicd the original native strata. All the graves 1 
oponed, yielded notliing imt earthenware, called by 
(lie natives l o s a ; í’roin which I  am led tohelievo, lliat, 
on the d(-ath ol' an Iridian, all his riehes wei'e thrown 
inio tlie liuke ol'(iuatavila, in honour oí’ the deily; 
lbr in other parts, where tliey have no lioly place oí' 
worship, their wealth has hocn fbund huried in their 
graves with them. In Perú, largo fortunes have been 
inade, by discovering the eenietery oí' a chief; and 
snme were so doep, as to render it necessary to work 
them hy candle-light.1’* And liere, tradición reports,

 ̂ T he gcological charaeler of lilis ravernous tvart o f coutUry 
doserves lo  be investigated. Som e o f tliese indiau caves coniain 
m ire. T h e  fací o f Iheir beiiii; nsud as ¡llares o f  sepultare by tilo 
aboiigiias is highly tm iou s. T h e  wholo i'onnaUun iiprobablv 
tam l-donc, which prevails in lilis noiidiboerhood.
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that tirare exists a cave, comicctcd witli the worship 
«í the líigoün, at the entronco of which formerly stood 
“  two golden figures as large as lite.”  A Spamsli sol- 
dier who íirst wandered to the place, cut off one of 
the fíngersj when he was attackcd by the natives, 
woumled, and witli difficulty made his escape. Ilaving 
rclated what he liad seen, a strong party proceeded to 
tlie spot, but no figures were to be foimd, ñor could 
they disoover the entranuo to the cave! l'Tom tliis 
spot tliere is a magnificent view,—“  verdant plañís 
stretching at your feet, various colluteral ridges of 
mountuiiis in panillel lines appearing to the west- 
ward, and the retir closed bv tlie Andes themselves.” 
At tlie village of Vousa, distant a day’s journey, are 
two salí springs : the waters from the evapomtion of 
which the mineral is obtained, como from tbe diree- 
lion of the famoiis rock-salt mines of Zípaquíra. Both 
these springs and the salt mines were about to be workcd 
b y  Col. Jobnston and Mr. Thompson, under whose 
nmuagement they were expeeted to be rendered ex- 
tremely profitable. Fine emeralds llave been found in 
this neighbonrhood.* A t tlie village of Muniqniru, 
near tlie small towu of Iúva, are copper mines, wliiclu 
Captain Cochrane thínks, might be rendered very 
valuable. The ore is rioh, yielding from sixty lo 
seventy per cent. It is about three days’ journey 
from Bogotá. Not lar from Liva is the celebrated 
duircli and monustery of dnquinquira, round which

* T he evnerald mines of Muso Uave been granted by Government 
on léase to -Señor Rivera. "  Small cmcraUls," Captain Cochrane 
savs, “  are so plentiful, that it  5s a conimon thing to parchase 
¡ioultry, inoroly to klll tliem in search of emcralds, which they are 
finid o f : scveral are often found iu the entrails of a  large fou-l, and 
sometimos in n very pure and perfcct state, though most gcuerally 
flawed and very small, cousequcntly of no inlrinsic valué.”
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a small town lias sprung up, with a population of 1,000 
souls. The church is a handsome building, but 
inferior to tlie cathedral of Bogotá. The miraculous 
picture of the Virgin, which is the object of devotion 
to pilgrims, is a very had painting, stuck over witli a 
profusión of very small emeralds and some still smaller 
diamonds. I t  is concealed by aricli veil, which is drawn 
up witli mucli ceremony to gratify the eyes oí pil­
grims. By tliis craft, the friars are said to gaiu 
immense wealth in presents of jewels, which, as trus- 
tees for the Virgin, they conven into cosh as soon as 
they can, laking care to save appearances, by sending 
them for sale to some distant province. The hall of 
the monastery is hung round witli some íifty or 
sixty small paintings, rcpresentiiig miracles performed 
by Our Lady of Chiquinquira. On leaving tliis place, 
Captain Cochranehad proceeded about a league, when 
he met several persons dismouuted and on tlieir knees, 
their faces turned towards the towers oí' this famous 
sanctuary. He was told that it was customary for 
pilgrims to dismount at every mile, after coming in 
siglit of it I A fine plain, about twenty leagues lung 
by five broad, coiumences at this distance from Chi- 
qiiinquini, the gveater part of which is occupied by a 
shallow lake, called the Lake of Foucany, which it is 
proposed to drain and cultívate.

NATURAL BRIDGES OF ICONONZO.

At two days’ journey from Bogotá, in the road to 
Popayan, are the famous natural bridges of Icononzo, 
describe» by Ilumboldt in his Picturesque Atlas. This 
spot was visited by M. Mollien. The road, which 
lies in a S.E. direction, is one of the most difticult 
and least frequeuted in the whole coimtry. “ The
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tnivcller,” says M. Ilumboldt, “ innst lbel ¡i ilusión­
ale enlhusiasm for the beauties oi' nature, who prelers 
tlie dangerons descent of tlie desert of San Fortunato, 
and the mounlains of Fusagasuga, loading towards the 
natural bridges of Ieononzo, to the usual road by the 
Mesa de Juan Días, to the Banks of the Magdalena.” 
Climbing, aftcr mueli fatigue and difficiilty, tlie Alio 
de Honda, M. Mollien arrived, at the end of two 
days, at tlie village of Mercadillo (or Pandi), fonnded 
a lew years ago fue the parpóse ot attracting thither 
the scattered ludían population of these burning 
valleys. In an hottr from this place, he reached the 
bridge; bnt \ve must talco ouv descriptiori of it from 
llmnboldt.

“ The valley of Iconcmzo,* or Pandi, is loss remark- 
able for its dimensions than for the singular fonn 
of its róeles, whieh seem to have been carved bv the 
liaud of man. Their nakccl and barren summits pre- 
sent the most pieturesque contrast with the tults of 
treos and shrubs, whieh cover the hrinks oí the 
crevice. The small torrent whieh has mude ilself 
a passage through the valley of leonoir/.o, is callee! 
Rio de la Suma P az:  it bilis from the eastern ehain 
of the Andes, whieh divides the basin oftlie Magda­
lena from the vast plaitis of the Meta, the Ouaviare, 
and the Orinoco. The torrent, conüned in a bed 
alrnost inaccessible, could nol have been crossed with- 
out extremo diliieulty, liad not nature provided two 
bridges of redes. Tlie deep crevice through whieh it 
rushes, is in the centre of the valley of Pandi. Near 
the bridge, the waters keep their direction from

; h-ononao is t!ic mimo of an anticiil villa;;u of tlie Mnysca 
Indians, at ihu smitlioVn oxlnauiiy of (he valley, of whieh only •’<
few .aaUercd lints- l e e  p o cn ii.”

3o<5
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E. to W., for ¡i lüiigth of betwcon 4 and 3,000 yanls. 
The river forms two bcautii'ul cascades at tho point 
where it enters tho crevice ou the west of Doa, and 
wlierc it escapes hi its descent towards Melgar. This 
crevice was proljahly formed by ;m earthquake, and 
«¡sembles au enormtms vein l'rom which the mineral 
substance has becn extracted. The neighbouring 
inountains are of grit-stonc (sand-sicin), with a clay 
cemcnt. In the valley of Icononzo, this grit-stonc is 
composcd of two distinet rocks ; one» extremely com- 
pact and quavtzosc, with a small portion of cement, 
and scarcely any iissures of stratification, lies on a 
schistous grit-stono with a lino grain, and divided into 
an infinite number of small strata, extremely thin, 
and almost horizontal. I t  is probable, that the com- 
pact stratum resisted the shock which rent thcsc 
inountains, and that it is the continuity of this 
stratum which forms the bridge. This natural ardí 
is forty-six feet in length and nearly forty in breadth: 
its thickness in the centre is about seven feet. Ex­
periments carefully made, gave us »12 feet íbr riu; 
hciglit of tlie upper bridge above the level of the tor­
rent. The Indians of Pandi liave formed, íbr the 
safety of travcllers, (wlio, howevcr, sehlom visit this 
desert conntry,) a small balustrade of reeds, which 
extends along the road leading to this upper bridge.

“  Sixty feet below tliis natural bridge is another, 
to which we ave led by a narrow patlnvay, which 
descernís npon the brink of the crevice. Three enor- 
mous masses of rock liave fallen so as to support each 
otlier. That in the muidle forms the key of the arcli; 
an accident which might liave given the natives an 
idea of archcs in masunry,—as unkuown to the pcoplc 
of tlie New World as it was to the anrienl Egyptians. 
I  shall not attempt to decide the question, whcther
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these masses of rock liave been projeotcd from a great 
distance, or whether they are the fragments of au 
arch broken on tlie spot, but originally likc tlie upper 
natural bridge. The iatter conjecturo seems probable, 
from a similar event wliich happened to the Coliseuxu 
at Itome, wkere, in a half-ruined wall, several stones 
were stopped in their descent, beeausc, in falling, 
they aceídentally formed an arch. In the middle of 
the second bridge of Ieononzo is a hollow of more than 
eight yards squaro, through which is perceived the 
bottom of the abyss. The torrent seems to flow 
through a dark cavern, whence arises a lugubríous 
noisc, caused hy the numberless flights of nocturnal 
birds that haunt the crevice, and which we were led 
at íirst to mistake for those bats of gigantic size so well 
known in the equinoctial regions. Thousands ofthem 
are seen flying over tire surface of the water. The 
Indians assured us, that these birds are of the size of 
a fowl, with a curved beak and an owl’s eye. They 
are called cacau; and the uniform colour of their 
plumage, which is a brownish gray, leàds me to think, 
that they belong to the genus of the caprimulgus, the 
species of which are so various in the cordilleras. Ic 
is impossible to catcli them, on account of the depth 
of the valley; and they can he examined only hy 
throwing down rockets, to illumine the sides of the 
crevice.

“  The height of the natural bridge of Ieononzo 
above the ocean, is 2,850 feet. Aphenomenon similar 
to the upper bridge, exists in the mountaius of Vir­
ginia, in the county of llockbridge. The natural 
bridge of Cedar Creek, in Virginia, is a calcareous 
arch of liftv-six feet at its opening: its height above 
the wàters of the river is 224 feet. The eartheu 
bridge of Rumichaca, on the declivity of the por-
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phyritic mountains of Chumban, in tlie province of 
Los Pastos ; tile bridge of Madre de Dios, or Danto, 
near Totonilco, in México; tile picreed rock near 
Orándola, in the pruvince of Alentejo, in Portugal; 
are geological plienomena, which bear some resem- 
blance to tlie bridge of Icononzo. But I  doubt 
whether, in any part of the globe, a phenomenon has 
been discovered so extraordinary as tliat of the three 
masses of roeks, which support each other by fornúng 
a natural arcli.” *

In travelling from Bogotá to the valley of the 
Canea, there are two routes; one either by the Mesa 
and Toeayma, or by Icononzo, traversing the valley of 
tlie Magdalena, and Crossing the central chain by tlie 
paramo of Guanaras ; the other by Ibague and Car- 
tago, and acroxs the mountain of Quindiu, which is 
partially desorí bed by ílumboldt. The latter was 
taken by Captain Cochrane in returning to the 
eoast.

FROM BOGOTA TO CARTACO.

On the 11 th of December, 1324, Captain Cochrane 
leí't the capital, and stoppcd for tiie night at the vil- 
lage of Foutabon in the plain. At three hours’ dis- 
tance from tluit place, the roait enters the lioca del 
Monte, a gap in the parapet of bilis, from which a 
spiral road winds down a deep and romàntic glen to 
the depth of 3,000 fees. The beginning of the desceñí 
ís formed by slanting stops of stone, ten feet wide, 
oight feet broad, and from a foot to eigliteen inches 
deep; in which, howcver, there are many gaps and 
great irrcgularities, so tliat the traveller will deern it

'* Ilumboldt, Researo’ie.', vol. i. pp. 03—G0.
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prudent to load his horse. At about 2,000 t'cot belov 
llio pla'm, the road leads along a ridgc of mountaiiis 
eutírely eovcved with trees hearing the campana, a 
¡pecios of white bclLilower. The climate is licre l'mm 
twelve to i'ourtesn (logrees liotter th:m aC ISogota. 
Although there is much traflic along this roule, tlic 
roads aro so completely cut up, that the baggage-inules 
freiimmtly stick. fast in the rnts. Passing through 
Teiija, :l small viliage, our Traveller reacheil in the 
ovening the town of La Mesa. The next day, still 
(lescending, he arrived at Anapovina, where he fouml 
the beat extremely opj>rcssive, the thermometer at 
)¡5° iu the shade. Tlie fourth day, he crossed the 
.Bogotà, twiee, and lodged at night at the hacienda of 
Peñón. Tlic iifth day, he crossed the Pusagasogu, 
and went on to the cottage called Cangreco. The 
sixth night, he slept at Los Cosanos dc la Honda, and 
early tlie next morning, crossed the Magdalena, at the 
ferry to La Villa de la Nuestra Sentiora de Purifi­
cación, in tlie province of Neyva, reckoned half-way 
betweeit Neyva and Tocatma.® About eight hours 
aml a half from Purilícaoion, the route croases the 
Quello (or Cuello), a rapid and strong river, on the 
banks oí' whicli travcllers are sometimos detained for 
days till it is shallow enough to pass. Three honrs 
and a half farther is the dty of San Bonifacio dc 
lOaijue in Mariquita, an inconsidorable place, witli a 
population of between 2 and 3,000. “  About 130 
years ago, the plañís of Ibague werc all coni-huids, 
and the suporiority of their produce vas sttch as to 
incur the jealousy of the viceroy, who, íiuding that 
tlio cora was preferred to that of his own territory, *

* Frían Purificación, (.'iiplain C. imite an excursión to tlic «oíd
mines of Apolle, ncar Coyamo, b u t foillld thcm  IluE w orth tile 
Irouble of visitiny tlicm.
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sent a mandate for tlic « hole to be destroycd, and tlie
milis dismantled.” Such is the statement Captaiu 
Cochrane recuivcd, and lie sawmanyof tbo mill-stones 
lj'ing- almut the plain. I-Iere he preparad for his ar- 
duotis journev to Cartago acroas the Quiiuliu.

“  The mmmtain of Quindiu,” * suys Humboldt, 
“ is considerad as the most diffieult passage in the 
Cordilleras of the Andes. I t  is a thiek, uninlmbitcd 
forest, which, in the Jinest soasen, cannot he traversed 
in less tlian ten or twelve days. Not eveu a liut is to 
he sean, ñor can nny means of subsisteneo be found. 
Travellers, at all times of the ycar, furnish themsclves 
with ¡i month’s provisión, sinco it ofteu happeus, that, 
hv the melting of the snows, and the sudden swell of 
the torrents, they íind themselves so circumstanced, 
that they can descerní neither on the side of Cartago, 
nor that of Ibague. The highest point of the road, 
the Garito del Paramo, is 1,450 feet above the levcl 
of the sea. As tlie foot of tlic inountai», towards the 
hunks of the Cauca, is only 3,140 feet; the dimate 
there is, in general, mild and temperate. The path- 
way which forms the passage of the cordilleras is only 
alwut a foot in breadtii, and has the njipearance, iu 
several places, of a gallery dug, and left opon to the 
sky. In this part of the Andes, as iu ¡ilmost every 
otlier, the rock ís covered with a thiek stratum of 
day. The streanilots which Üow down the mountains, 
have Jiollowed out gulleys 13 or 20 feet deep. Along 
tliose crevices, which are fnll of mud, the traveller is 
inreed to gropc his passage, the darkness of which is 
incrensed by the thiek vegetación that covers the 
opening above. Tire oxon, which are the beasts of 
burden commonly mude use of iu this country, can *

* In  Iat. -Io 3 C  N . Ion:;. CP 1 2 '  o f l»nr¡«¡.
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scareely forcé their way through these galleries, 
some of which aïe 2,000 yarda m length; and if per- 
chance the traveller tneets them in one of these pas- 
sages, he finds no means of avoiding them, but by 
turuing back, and climbing the earthen wall which 
bordees the crevice, and keeping liimseJf suspended, 
by laying hold of the roots which penetrate to this 
depth froni the surface of the ground.

“  ’W’e traversed the mountains of Quindiu in the 
niontli of October 1801, on foot, followed by twelve 
oxen, which carríed our coliections and instruments, 
amidst a deluge of raiu, to which we were exposed 
during tile last three or four days in our descent on 
the western side of the cordilleras. The road passes 
through a eountry ful! of bogs, and oovered with bam.- 
hoos. Our shoes were so torn by the pricklcs wliich 
shoot out from the roots of these gigantic gramina, that 
we were forced, like all other travellers who díslike 
heing carríed on men’s backs, to go barefooted. This 
circumstance, the contiuued humidity, the length of 
the passage, the muscular forcé required to tread in a 
thick and inuddy clay, and the necessity of i'ording deep 
torrents of icy water, render this journey cxtremely 
fatiguing} but, however painful, it is accoxnpanied by 
none of those dangers witli which the credulíty of the 
people alarms travellers. The road is narrow, but the 
places whore it skirts precipices ave very rare. As 
the oxen are accustomed to put their feet in tlie same 
traets, theyform small furrows across the road, sepa- 
rated from each other by narrow ridges of earth. In 
very rainy seasons, these ridges are covered with 
water, which renders the traveller’s step doubly uncer- 
tain, since he knows not whethei* he places his foot on 
the ridge or in the furrow.

“  The usual mode of travelling for persons in cas y
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dreumstances is in a chair, strapped to the back of 
oneof the native porters {cargueros) , or men of burden, 
who live by lettíng out their hades and Ioins to travol- 
Ici's. They talk in this eountry of going on a man1» 
back {andar en cargueros) as we mention going on 
horseback. No humiliating idea is annexed to the 
trade of cargueros; and tile men who follow this 
occupation are not Indians, but mulattoes, and some­
timos even whítes. It is often curious to liear these 
men, with scarcely any covering, and following an 
cmployment whích we should consider so dísgracefnl, 
quarrelling in the midst of a forest, because one has 
refused theother, whopretends to have a whiterskin, 
the pompons title of don,,or of su merced. Tlie usual 
load of a carguero is six or seven arrobas : those who 
are very strong carry as much as nine arrobas. When 
we reflect,”  continues Hnniboldt, “  on the enormous 
fatigue to whicli tliese miserable men are exposed, 
journeying eiglit or nine lionrs a day over a mountain- 
otis eountry; when we know, tliat their backs are 
sometimos as raw as those of beasts of barden ; that 
travellers have often the eruelty to leave them in the 
forests when tliey fall siclc; that they earn by a jour- 
neyfrom Ibague to Cartago, only twelve or fourteen 
piasters in from fifteen to twenty-five days ; we are 
at a loss to conceive liow tliis employment of a car­
guero should be eagorly embrace el by all the robust 
youug men who Uve at the foofc of the mountaíns. 
Tlie taste for a wandering Ufe, the idea of a certain 
independence amid forests, leads them to prefer it to 
tlie sedentary and monotonous labour of cities. The 
passage of the mountam of Quindiu ís not the only 
part of South America which is traversed on the backs 
of men. Tlie whole of the provino* of Antioquia is 
surroundod by mountaíns so difficult to pass, that they
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who dislike ciitrust.ing thcmsclves to the skill of a 
boarer, and aro not strong enough to travel on í'ont 
from Santa Fe de Antioquia to Bocea de Nares or Rio 
Snmana, ¡nust relinquish all thoughts of lcnving tlio 
coimtry. I  was acquainted with an inhabitant of this 
province so immensely bulky, that he liad not "met 
with more tlian two mulattoes capable of carrying 
liim 5 and it wonld have been impossible for liim to 
retum lióme, if these tiro carriers liad died while lie 
was on tlie banks of the Magdalena, at Monpox or at 
Honda. The nnmbcr of young men who undertake 
the employment of beasts of burden at Choco, Ibaguo, 
and Medellín, is so considerable, that we sometimos 
met a  file of fifty or sixty. A few years ago, when a 
project was formed to make the passage from Naires 
to Antioquia passable for mules, the cargueros pro- 
xented formal remons trances against mending the 
ruad, and the Government ivas weak onough to yield 
to their elamours. The person carricd in a chair by 
a carguero, must remain several Iiours motionless, and 
leaning bockwards. The least motion is sufficient to 
tlirow down the carriel’; and his fall ivould be so 
mnch the more dangerous, as the carguero, too confi­
dent in his own skill, chooses the most rapid declivi, 
ties, or crosses a torrent on a narroiv and slippery 
tmnk of a tree. Tliose accidents are, liowever, rare ; 
and those wliich happen must be attributed to the 
imprudence of travellers, who, frightened at a falso 
stop of the carguero, lonp down from their chairs.” *

* Rescarchcs, vol. i. pp. 01—í).
T h e  anncxecl plato, copied from the loarned A uthor's Pk tu resquc 

Atlas, Ttprcscnts th e  entranco o f  th e  m ountain ncar Miague. In 
the fore-gvotuul, a bañil of a t r g i r a - w  are coimng up, A jiart Of 
the town of Ihaguo, the ¡¡real vailoy o f the Magdalena, and the 
castor» cliain o f  (he cordilleras, are scc» in thcback-groum l; and
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Captaiiv Codiranc 'vas adviscrt l»y tho alcalde to
take a mulé In preferoncc to a sillera (ohainnan), but 
lidiad ratson sorelv to repent ofhaving followed this 
roeommendution. Ou tho secoml tlay, while his com- 
panion went ou smootlily liefoie, and quite <lry, he 
íbmul himself left behind, liis mulé lieing up to tho 
girtlis in mud, and iu momentary danger of stumbling 
<u* sticking fast. “  The road vas originally formad 
l»y the oíd Spaniards, about eiglit feet liroad, witli 
tecos luid equally togethcr and vell secured, aflordiug 
tt very good passage 5 but, in conseqnence of neglect, 
tho momitain-torrents have torn away the wood, 
which lias not been repaired, and it lias become in 
parts so bad and worn, tliat the present road is from 
tventy to thirty i'eet below the original lcvel, witli 
perpendicular sides» and so narrow, that I  was fre- 
ijuently couipelled to draw my feet from the stirrups, 
and lay tliem cióse to the ears of the mulo, to prevent 
my knees from boirig crushed bv the lianks ou both 
sides; the unileteer lieing ohliged to go in advance 
oí' the laden mulé, to cut tlie banks witli a kind of 
straight hoe, in order to make voom for the animal to 
pass, although the baggage was luid as mucli on the 
back as possible.”

In other places, where ho was compelled to walk, 
lie observad th e  original line oí’ road far above his 
licad, tlic lieams sticking ont ut the sides. Soon after 
passing a mountain torrent on the tliird day, his eom- 
panion pointed ont the spot where a Spanish oflicer 
met liis deserved fute. T h e  road liere lies along tho 
edge of an abrupt precipicc, 1,000 i'eet in perpendicular 
ilepth to the river below. The oíliner, having fastencd

Ihc trnncated roñe of Colima, rovered with perpetual show, 
appcars ahove tlic m asso f jpanitic  vocks. T h esm all river, forcin;; 
¡U way across a  thickct o f  palin-trccs, is th e  Combclma.

3 4 7
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on an immense pair of mule spurs, was incessantly 
«larting the rowels inte) tlie liare flesh of the poor sillero 
who carried liirn. In vain his bearer assured him 
that he could not quicken his pace. Even Indian 
patience, however, may bc exhausted, and, 011 reaching 
this spot, the sillero jerked his inhuman rider from 
his chair into the torrent below, and made his escape 
into the monntain. On the sixth dav, Captain 
Cochrane fonnd himself scarcely ahle to sit his mule, 
having been very ill in the night, with violent vomit- 
ings. This dav, he passed the River Quindiu three 
times. On the eighth, he had to descend deelivities so 
nearly perpendicular, that “  the mules, squatting on 
their Kams, slid dovn twenty or thirty yards, without 
a possibility of stopping themselves, and with immi­
nent perii to the rider.” Twice, in going dovn such 
a steep, the erupper of the saddle broke, and threv 
him on the mule’s neck, vliere he with difficulty kept 
his seat, owing to the poor animal’s having neither 
time nor power for kicking. This night, he reached 
the small village of La Balsa, where he halted a day 
for the mules and peons. On the lOth dav,*' he 
ernssed, at the end of three hours, the Rio Vieja, and, 
three hours farther, came in sight of Cartago, at the 
base of the mountain, which he reached by a descent 
of about an hour and a lialf.

Cartago, which bears the title of a city, is well 
situated on the left bank of the River Vieja, a little 
above its junction with the Cauca. There is a catlie- 
dral and two parish churches, in good repair, with 
tolerable organs, made by an ingenious native, who is 
almost self-taught. What gave our Traveller the 
greatest pleasure, he says, was a school established on 
the Lancastrian principie, for girls and hoys, which 

* Yet tha post is said to go from Cartago to Iliague in four clay?.
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appeared to be well conducted. The commerce of tho 
place is nearly confmcd to sending dried beef and live 
píg» to Choco, where there are scarcely any cattlc, as 
the pasturage there will not support them. Coffee is 
growu in great abundance, but only for borne con- 
sumption. The cacao of the pkins of Cartago is far 
superior to that of Guayaquil, and both the sugar-cañe 
and tobáceo ílourish luxuríantly. The whole district 
is ricli ín mineral productions, and the bilis contain 
nitro. But, owing to the want of convenient outlets, 
and the great expense of conveyance to Buenaventura, 
the nenrest port, tho produce of this fertile valley 
cannot be turaed to account, and tlie cultívation is 
confmcd to the horne demand. The magnificent River 
Cauca flows through the whole of these plañís, but is 
navigahle only in particular places. Among other 
natural productions in this valley, is the herb ealled 
cabuca, the juice of which is said to be a specific for 
all wounds, ulcers, and gangrenes. There are tliree 
species, the Mexiean, the kind ealled macho, and the 
embra. In Venezuela, the plant is ealled cocaisa.

FRO M  CARTAGO T O  C IT E R A .

Ox Ieaving Cartago, Captain Cochrane liad to cross 
a second rango of mountains to reach Clioco. He 
now thought it prudent to provide htmself witli a 
silleroy but, owing to the desertion of ono of his peons, 
he was obliged, on the third day, to dismount, and let 
the bearer carry bis trunk, tíll tho stock of provisions 
grew light enough to allow of a spare man of burden; 
lie tlien liad bis sillero again. Incessant torrents of 
rain aggravated the diflicultics and penis of the road. 
“  IIow often,”  'cxclaiins our Traveller, “  wbile I  was 
scarcely able to keep my seat from soaeness of limbs, 

l’AMT II. X
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and the rain falling in torrents, did I  wish mvsclf safe 
ont of these mountains; and vow never to cross thern 
again !” Both he and his peons were sometimos so 
ill, as to he scarceiy able to proceed. One <lay thcy 
were in wanfc of water, when the sillero conducted 
onr Travellet* to o. guadua-tree, in which he made an 
incisión, and water flowcd in ahundance. “ -Applving 
my znouth to the orífice,” he saya, “  I  quenched my 
thirst with the huid, which was olear and delicinus. 
]£ach joint of this tree contains about two gallons of 
water.”  On the lOth day,the ronte lay directly along 
a ridgo of mountains leading down to Las Juntas. 
“  My sillero,”  continuos Cnptain Cochrane, “  heing 
snfliciently recovered to carry me, I  was mounted in 
•my chair, wlien suddenly, ahout noon, lio tnrned 
round, and began descending an almost perpendicular 
declivíty, hackwards. My face was tlius tuvncd to 
the abyss below, the liottom of which was 2,000 feet 
from the place where we were, with a platform sixty 
feet b'eneath us, about twelve fect square. My sillero 
conmienced his descent, holding hy the roots of troes, 
somctimes with only one hand, whilst with tlie other 
lio was scratching with his pole, of hardoned wood 
pointod (which all the peons liare in these ínmin. 
tainmis parts), a place for his foot to rest on at his 
next step. I hatl been taken by surpríse, and called 
ont to him, as soon'as possible, to set me down ; lint 
he dcsired me to sit quite stili, if I  liad any regard for 
my sal'ety, with whicli I complied, and we eventually 
reached the small platform below without accident.

“  We here halted for somo time before we again 
pTocecdcd. The road continued along this lower 
ridge; the path at first nearly fourteen feet wide, lint 
gradually nanowing to about two feet, and continn- 
ing so with but little variation for some distance; the
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sirtes of tiie mountain being nearly perpendicular, and 
the trees growing thiekly on tliem, up to the very 
edge of our path ou either sirte. Occasionally, where 
the treus allowed, we had a picturesque and com- 
maudiug view of tlie rteep vales beneath, and the 
towering mountains that surrounded thein ; whilst a 
boisterous and foamiug torrent rtashed bclow, on botli 
sides of the mountain we traversed, hurrying on tho 
same course as ourselves to the termination of the 
ïidge, at Las Juntas; and adrting, by its silvery ap- 
pearancc and sparkling foam, to the magnifícente of 
the striking scenery.”

Las Juntas derives its name from the confluente of 
the mountain streams, which here form the River 
Tamina. Hero he embarked in a canoe, and, for au 
hour and a hulf, glided with rapldity down the stream, 
passing many dangerous shoals and ràpids, to La  
Cabezera. The river is then for two leagues navi- 
gable only by rufts, owing to the falls and ràpids. 
A t a place calJed Guayhal, our Traveller was glad to 
disehargc his peons, cxcept his"sillero, on embarkiug 
for Novita. In that “ miserable town,” hc M'as de- 
tained for six days, wliile a messenger was despntched 
to order a canoe to come to the Tambo of San Pablo, 
on the Citera side of the isthmus of San Pablo. The 
population of Novita is nearly all black, amouuting 
to about 1,000 souls. At length he again embarked, 
and was rapirtly carried down tlio Tamina for tliree 
hours to its jimotion with the River San Juan, by 
which, in threo days, you may arrive at tlie I,aciíic 
Ocean.

A t this junction, the Sau Juan is about 400 yards 
broad ? but, as our Traveller now began to ascend it, 
changing his conrse from south to west, it becamo 
narrower, shallower, and more rapid. Soon. after
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uunset, lie reaclied San Pablo, and, after passing soma 
jfold mines, crossed ovor to the Tumbo on the Novita 
side. Tlie next day, he liad again occasion for bis 
sillero in Crossing the isthmus by a woodlaud patli, 
originally formed of timbees placed lengtlnvays, but 
horribly out of repaír. In some places, the sillero liad 
to cross over bridges of a single log, ivhere, if bis foot 
had slipped, his rider would have liad bis neck broken. 
After an hoav’s travolling, they reaclied the rising 
ground ívhich divides the San Juan from the stream 
of Citera, hctween whích it is proposed to cut a canal 
tliat ivould coimect the tvo oceans. “  I  particnlarly 
inspected it,” says Capt. Cochrane, “  and found the 
distante from one stream to anotlier to be about 400 
yards, and the lieight oí' the ground to be cut thvougli, 
about 70 feet. But, after digging a very few feet, 
you come to solid rock, which would make the under- 
tfiking expensive. Besides, it would be necessary to 
deepen eacli stream for about a league; so that, I 
thinlc, the least cost would be 500,000 dollars, to 
make a good communication bctween the Atrato and 
the San Juan.”  I t  is au liour’s walk from this place 
to the Tambo of Citera. Again embarking, lie de­
scended the very shallow and narrow stream of the 
San Pablo for two hours, till, being joined by the 
llapadura from the north-east, the river bocomes 
hroader and deeper: a little lower, it assumes the 
ríame af the Quito. Early on the third morning, ho 
reaclied Citera, a miserable town on the right bank 
of the Atrato, in the midst ofswamps.* On the 12tli

* From this placo to the mouths of tilo Atrato, nenvly the wholu 
tract consista of ( ¡ e r r a s  b a l d í a s  (unappropriatCtl lamis); but, lili 
withín Ihrcc days' jourtioy of the cnlraiice, there is no ground 
that could be cultivated : “  0 11 lamling on eilher imnk, miel waik* 
ing fifty yards, you arrice a t an impenetrable mornss."
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oí' March, lie embarked in a champan on this noble 
river; passed, clurino; the niglit of the 15tli, the 
mouth oí' the Kivcr Niapippi; and, on the 19th, sailed 
through the Barbacoa, one of tlie nine mouthsof the 
Atrato, " into the Gulf of Darien. Contrary winds 
detained liim for some days, but at length, on the 
27th, he safely and joyfully laucled at Cartagena.

With regard to tlie proposed communication between 
tlie two oceans by means of the Niapippi, Caj>tain 
Cochrane conceives tliat Barón Humboldt mnst llave 
been misinformed as to its feasibility. A Colombian 
oflicer, who liad crossed over to Panama by tliat route, 
stated, that he founcl the Niapippi shallow, rapid, and 
rocky; that the land-carriage to tlie port of Tupien, 
(instead of being over level grouiul,) crosses three 
sets of bilis ; and that he could perceive no possibility 
of a communication between the Niapippi and the 
Pacific Oeean. As to the other line of navigation, 
M. Humboldt States, that the cure of a village near 
Novita, had actually emjiloyed bis parishioners to dig 
a small canal through the quebrada de la Raspadura, 
and that by this means, dnring the rainy season, 
canoes had actually passed from sea to sea. 44 This 
interior communication has existed since 1788, un- 
known to Burope. The small canal of Raspadura 
imites, on the two oceans, two points 75 leagucs dis- 
tant from eacli other.” This comnnmication, how- 
ever, Capt. Cochrane says, can never become of great 
utility, from its distance, and the brief season of the 
year in which it is practicable.

* T he m ain m outh  is La Candelaria, b u t i t  is beset w ith sanci- 
banks. T h e  A tralo is llic samo livor as the Choco and Darien. 
Its  navigation ivas formorly jivohibited by Uie bpauisli govern- 
m en t, on pain o fdm lh .

X 2
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M . M o l l i e n  procecded from Bogotá to Popayan 
by way of Guaduas and the Magdalena. His account 
of the route ís^however, so indistinct, and liis ortho- 
graphy so doubtful, that we are not able to make any 
satisfactory use of it. The situation of Popayan is 
most deliglitful. The valley, he says, has not the 
gigantic magnificence of that of Bogotá; but the air 
is so pure, the temperature so mild, tlie soil so fertile, 
that “  he would be almost tempted to give it  a pre- 
ference over the plateaus of the other cordilleras, if 
the ntímbcr of disgusting insects, particulavly fleas, 
did not render the place almost uninhabitable.”  The 
houses are more handsome than those of Bogotá, and 
thcre are some that would not disgrace the finest 
parts of our European capitals. But the place is in 
decay, and the population greatly diminished. Many 
families struck our Traveller as seeming, from their 
physiognomy, to be of Jewisb origin. The number 
of negroes and mulattoes here, is double that of the 

' whites.
From Popayan, M. Mollien took the road to Cali, 

traversíng the valley of the Cauca. He tben crossed 
the mountains to Las Juntas, a village so called from 
the confluence of the Pepita and the Dagua; and 
descended the latter river to the port of San Buena- 
ventura, on the shores of the Pacific, tvhcrehe embarked 
on board a schooner for Panama.

“  The great ocean,”  says M. Mollien, “  is almost 
solitary between Lima and México: but few sliips aro 
met with.”  The commerce is almost confined to the 
ports of Callao, Guayaquil, Panama, San Blas, and 
Acapulco; but a coasting trade is carried on by the
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sliips of Pinta. On the coasts of thc South Sea, and 
af. tlie moutli of the Guayaquil, large rafts (bulxas) 
¡lave been used by the Indians froin time immemorial, 
for the conveyance of merchiindi.se and l'or tishing. 
The annexed ¡date represents one of these rafts ladea 
witli tho fruits of the country. Tlioy are composed 
of eight or nine beams of very liglit wood, and are 
from J'ifty to eíghty fect in lengtli.

PANAMA.

“ G u a y a q u il ,”  says M. Mollien, 44 is built of 
wood; Buenaventura, of straw; Panama has retained 
something of both kinds of architectare. * At íirst 
sighfc, however, this town picases the jEuropean: he 
seos honses of tliree stories, inliabited by several 
familios; consequently, as iu his oivn coimtry, all is 
noise and hastie.” Bnfc on a nearer view, the place 
presents very far from pleasing or attractive features. 
The streets are narrow,— ínueh darker, and even 
mnch dirtier tluui thosc of Cartagena. The people 
are excessively uncleanly. The town is in ruin». 
“  In soine distriets, whole streets have been allowed 
lo fall into neglect, and even the military works are 
fast ermnhling to decay. Evcry thing, in short, tells 
the same lamentable síory of former splendnur and 
of present poverty.”  44 Panama,”  says Capt. Basil

*  T h e  French Travoller will he thought to  have saerifleed here 
corrcctness to  antithesis. P anam a still presents the rem ains o f 
magnificent public edifiecs, am ong which Captain Basil Hall 
particularices thc Jcsuits' College, a  church an<l convent, and 
“  a  gorgeous bath  by the sido of a  dried-up marble fountnin.” In  
fact, ilierc remain “  m ore genuino traces.” h e  says, “  o f tbat, 
luxurious and taslcful splendour which displays itself in  fine pubüc 
edifices," a t  Panm na, than  even in L im a, th c  “  city o f  the kiugs,” 
witli al) its tinsel and pretcnsión. — H A ti.'s  .7e«,■>?«/, vol. ¡I.
pp. lflá—7.
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Hall, “  has íknivishod for a long series of years, lint 
its sun has at last set witli the golden ílng of Spaín, 
tile signa! of exclusión whercvcr it waved.”

Here we mnst cióse our topographical description 
of the Republic of Colombia. Wholc provinces yet 
romain to be explorad by European travellers, befove 
we can have materials for any thing like a completo 
account of this woiulerful country. In  the mean- 
timo, it is not improbable that the territorial boun- 
daries and interna! arrangements of the republic may 
imdorgo some modilication. I t was our intontion, 
ngrceably to the intimation given at page 12, to 
cióse this volume with a brief historical sketch of the 
sangninary revolutionwhich has ushered in the happy 
ora of the national indcpcndence; but we the less 
regret the necessity nnderwhich we have found our- 
selves, of omitting this, inasmuch as a fairer oppor- 
tunity will be afforded, in the description of Peni, 
of presenting a complete account of the contest, and, 
we trust, of its final and snceessful termination. At 
the same time, we «hall probably be able to furnish 
some description ofthe Southern provincos of Colombia, 
which were once politically, and may still be consi- 
dered as geographicnlly, connected with that vice- 
rovalty.
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