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Summary

Die Wirtachaftsgesellschaften der "Freunde des Landes", die in
Spanien wihrend der zwelten Hi1lfte des 18. Jahrhunderts

entstanden und sich vermehrten, waren eines der wichtlgsten
Werkzeuge fir die Entwicklung aufgeklirter Politlk in der
Volkserziehung. Trotz ausgedehnter Zusammenarbeit mit der Regierung
waren sie inoffizielle Gesellsechaften, dle die Aufgabe hatten,
durch angemessenen profeasionellen Unterricht Wissen und
Fihigkelten 2u erweitern, die flr die Entwicklung von
Landwirtschaft, Industrie, Handel, Verkehr und der Wissenschaflten
bendtigt wurden.

Unter den Wirtschaltagesellschaften verdlent die der "Freunde des
Landes" Madrid bzw. die "Matritense"-Wirtschaftsgesellschaft
besondere Beachtung, da asie von ihrer Grindung her ein Modell flr
die spliter entatehenden Gesellschaften war und in ihr die
ausgesuchtesten Mitglleder der aufgeklirten Minderheit {wie z.B.
Campomanes, Jovellanos, Cabarrus usw.) aktlv mitwirkten.

Es ist im Rahmen dleser Untersuchung nicht mbglich, die Analyse aufl
alle Bildungsaktivitdten der "Matritense" auszuwelten. Deshalb wird
dleser Aufsatz die Analyse der von der "Matritense" bevorzugten
Volkserziehungspolitik im Dienste der wirtschaftlichen Entwicklung
des Landea zum zentralen Gegenstand haben. Es selen hler nur aufl dle
wichtigsten Ergebnisse aufgezeigt.
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DMe schulische Realitlit der "Matritense™ Wirtachafltsgesellschaft
wihrend des Untersuchungszeitraumes erlaubt dle Annahme, daB die
pidagogische Aufgabe der erwdhnten Gesellachaft lm Grunde aufl zwei
Arbeitafelder im Bereich der induatriellen und Volkserziehung
ausgerichtet war. Erstens waren diejenligen Schulen, die angeaichts
ihrer Ausrichtung auf eine soziale Schicht zum eipen als Volkaschule
sowle Jene, dle ilhren Intentionen und Inhalten nach als
Industrieschulen bezeichnet werden kdnnen, ausachlieBlich fir
Méidchen eingerichtet und unterrichtlich speziell auf die Produktlion
von Primfrressourcen und elementarverarbeiteten Gltern der
Textilindustrie ausgerichtet. Zweltens befaften sich dle
sogenannten Kunst- und Handelsschulen lediglich mit der
professionellen Unterrichtung von Jungen fUr das Erlernen eines
Gewerbes und die Produktion kinstlerischer Gegenstinde.

Obwohl die von den aulgekllrten Spaniern ervarteten fesultate nicht
erreicht wurden, kann dieser Versuch wegen seiner Intentionen, das
Land zu modernisieren und die auvgenblickliche kulturelle und
tkonomische Lage zu verbessern, als von groBer Wichtigkeit rUr

die spanische Geschichte angesehen werden.

Die Hilfe, dle der sufgeklérten Kultur- und Wirtschaftspolitik
durch die Madrider Wirtschaftsgesellschaft zutell wurde, ist
inscfern von besonderer Wichtigkeit, als die Errichtung von Schulen
{per RatabeachluB) eine groBe Anzahl von Untersuchungen wnd
Analysen in verschiedenen Produktionsbereichen hervorbrachte.

Zusammenfassend kann gesagt werden, dad es nicht miglich ist, eine
Bilanz dea spanischen Erziehungswesens des 18. Jahrhunderta zu
ziehen, ohne die "Matritense®™-Wirtschaftsgesellschaft in ihrer
wichtigen Funktion, die sie durch ihre diveraen
Bildungsaktivititen erfillten, in die Betrachtung mit

einzubeziehen.
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1. Introduction

The economic societies of friends of the country,
that emerged and multiplied in Spain during the second -
half of the XVIII century, were one of the most important
tools for the development of enlightened policy in popular
education{l). Though collaborating stretchly with the go-
vernment, these were unofficial societies, wich had as -
mission to extend , by means of appropriate professional
instruction, the necessary knowledge and abilities for the
development of agriculture, industry, trades, commerce and
sciences.

Among the economic societies, the Friends of the Coun
try of Madrid or "Matritense" Economic Soclety, deaerves -
special attention singe from ite foundation it was the mo--
del for the ones created afterwards and it had active parti
cipation of the most selected members of the enlightened mi
nority such ae Campomanes, Jovellanos, Cabarris,etc.

It is not possible, within the limits of this study,
to extend the analysis to all the educational activities
of the "Matritense"(3). Therefore this paper will center -
its contribution in the analysis, favoured by the "Matri-—
tense", of popular educacional policies in service of the
country's economic development. lhough, this study will -
only point out its main results.

Initially, we will begin framing the educational ac-
tivities of the "Matritense", having in mind the particu -
lar conditions of Spain in the second half of the XVIII -~
century.

2e "Magtritense" Economie Society of Friends
of the Country

After a quick bureaucratic process(y), the Econoaic
Soclety of HMadrid was founded in september 16, 1775, and
ita statutes were approved the 25 of the same month(S).
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The Soclety's activitiea were canalized through -
three associationa or classas, as they were officially de-
nominated, commlitted to agriculiure, industry and arts and
tradea. Wham jeining the Society, each person waa assigned
10 one or another clasa aceording to his knowledge, cabacl
tiea and interests. Everjy class worked with some automomy
tuk havimg meetings periodically im order to talk over ma~-
tters of its own speciality. However, the most important -
topics were discussed im the general meeting of the Socie-
ty, which took place every week,

Of the three classea that existed, the laat two are
of special impartance to this study. On the one hand, the
industry class was the one which from 1776 created and pra
woted the popular achoala of the "Matritense", and on the
other hand the arts and trade class was in charge of the -
geidance of the pre~professional teachings. The agricultu-
ral clasa was not im charge of any scholastic task during
this periad.

Ini 1787, after a long debate(6), the "Junta de Damas"
{Ladies Counecil) took over the industry class through the
direection and government of the popular schoolas of the ''Mg
tritense", ( 7 ).

3, Edueationsn)l activities of the "Matritenga'

It is believed that the scholastic reality of the "Ma
tritense" Economic Society during the studied period, per-
mits to consider that the pedagogical task of the mentionsd
Society was basically directed towarda two lines of work in
the field of industrial an popular pedagogy. In first place,
the schools which could be called popular ( taking into --
aegount the social sector to which they were directed) and
industrial ( talking into account their contents and inten-
tions) were exclusively for girls and they were specially
directed towards teaching and production of prime resour--
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cex and elementary manufactured products of the textile in
dustry. In second place, the Bo called arts and trades --
seboals only commited to imstruct boys professionally for

the learning of a trade and the production of artistic ob-
Jecta,

3.1 pPatriotle Scholls

Since mid 1776, date of creation of the first schooels,
umtil 1808, when the decline of pedagogical activities of -
the "Matritense" hegan ending in 1811 with their close, the
"Matritense" founded four popular schools named as patrio--
tiec: San Ginés, San Sebastién, San Martin and San Andrés.
Also, & other similar establishments devoted to diverse ac-
tivitiea of popular industry were created: schoaols of embrg
idery, lace, hlonde lace, school of society education, of
the "Retiro" and of flowers of the queen., { 8 )}

The popular schools directed by the "Matritense" were
ecomomically sustained by the state and were free ( 9 ).The
daily activities were teaching and learning of various tech
nical ablilities combinsd with productive work, teaching of
literacy and christian doctrine.

‘the "Matritense" had three main goals: religious and

moral formation, technical and economical apprenticeship
and the properly eniightened finality of the attainment of
happyness and individual and colective wellfare ., It is -
difficult to establish the priority of any these goals.Thg
refore they must be considered complemantary and interrelg
ted. (10).

In the stage studied the popular schools asaigned -
to the "Matritense" only admitted girls (1l). They were
of humble origin and though at the beginning their number
was limited, by 1787 any person between 4 and l2 years was
admitted and afterwards between 4 and 16. The total number
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of asgistent students always had the tendency to increase.
In this way, for example, the total number of students -
attending the schoola of the “"hconomical of ladrid" was -
around 475.

In each school there was a woman teacher incharged
of instruction who sipnce 1792 had an assistant, normally
elected among the most distinguished students, fact coln-
ciding with the growth of the number of students (12).
Both poste were occupied by public competitionm with the -
following requirements: a certificate of good conduct in
publie¢ and private life and a demonstration of the tecknj
cal ability for teaching, since the percons whoe occupied
this posts were frequently illiterate (13}.

ifhen founded the four patriotic schocls had specifi-
cal activities: the Gan Ginés School would teach to prepa-
re and spin hemp and linen; while the San Andrés School -
would teach to prepare and spin woal and to manufacture -
wollen yarn (14). Starting in 1787 and by 1792, all the -
schools begun a process of unification of activities and
a diversification of the tasks t¢ accomplish: each school
was divided into three classes which would undertiake suc-
cesgively, from the most simple tasks of yarning, to the

most complex of weaving, knitting, embroidering, and la-
cing. Also since 1792, the sistematic teaching of literg
cy and the rest of technical teaching given, were begun

to be planned by all the Matritense Schools(15).

Due to the contents, goals and methodology which -
were used, the basic apprenticeshbip conaisted in oral ex
planations and maimly practice of a series of technics -
and manual abilities which were adquiered by means of -
imitation., Initially the instruments used to impart this
teachings were the diataff and the winding machine. After
wards other instruments, more adequate to the new labors
of 1792, such as the sewing frame, loom,etc,, came into -
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use (16). To teach literacy, the Anduaga method and the
reading book recommended by the 1763 Provision, were used;
in the apprenticeship of Christian Doctrine, the Ripalda,
Fleury and Pinton catechiems were used (17).

In the initia)l stage of the Matritemse Popular Scho
ole examinations and premiums were given twice a year, in
5t. Jobhn's and Christmas. Besldes these, other gratifica-
tmm-uegnnumcuumpumuthomeMam
students, From 1792 only one annual examination toak place
but the mumber of monthly gratifications in each school ip
creased, The examination consicted of a series of manual -
activities such as embroidering, sewing,etc., depending on
each schools' speciality, meassuring at the end of a given
time the quantity obtained as well as its quality (18).

The pedagogical supervision of the popular schools
would be shared by the specialist in each main matter -
taught in them (19). Technical supervision was entrusted
to Felipe Beltran, but not for a long period of time. Re-

ligious tutelage would be imparted by clergymen, the theg
laogists of the patriotic schoals in 1784, even though ain

ce 1792 they were substituted in their functions by the -

teachers of reading and writting. Also, the "curadores"
(supervisers) male members, named by the Society depen-
ding or the type of indusiry, and afterwards the "“cura-
dores" female memhers, named by petition of the Ladies -
Councilwere the omes in charge of the general supervialon,
within the established camnons of the Society, over the
apprenticeship and teaching imparted by the popular scho-
ols assipgned to the "Matritense". In hierarchy, over the
menticoned supervisory functioms were the lndustry group
and the Ladies Counclil, and at the top, the directive -
members of the ueneral Council of the Society.
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3.2 The Arts and ‘rades Schogls

The main reason which made us considerer clock ma-
king, saddlery drawing and machinery schools under the -
pame of arts an trades is the fact that this establish--
ments were going to be related under the techmiecal super
vislon of the arts and trades class of the Matritense Eecg
nomic Society; while the so called popular schools dapenw
ded of the industry class.

Iooking at the development between 1775 and 1808 -
of the arts and trades schoolsaf the “Matritense", it is
easy to notice they never achieved important goals from a
quantitative point of wiew. The number of professionals -
and apprenticeas working under the schools sponsored by -~
the Economic Soclety of Madrid, will certainly be iow and
will not grow significantly during thie period.

Even more, an :Lm}ort.ant number of petitions sear-
ching to open new arts and trades schools, will sistema-
tically be rejected, disregarding their importance and -
necessity, due to scarcity of resources or lack of agreg
ment between the conditions proposed by the petitioners
and the Administratiom or Society. New projects were ggme
times rejected because of both causes.

If it was necessary to under line a main characte-
ristic of the "Matritense" arts and trades schools, from
the scholar organimation point of view, we would nomibng
te the preponderant place occupied by the workshops, the
profesaional apprenticeship, always around 80 or 90 %, -
The theoretical studies concerning what ever profession
and the literacy apprenticeship were not very frequent -
in these schools; in fact, in the case of the Society's
trades schools which actually functioned, we could not
find any data in this sense(2l).
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It is also convenient to remember that the Society
never spongored directly any arts and trades school. It
frequently informed, when urged by the Couneil of Casti-
lia, about plans to establish new trades schools giving
ample information about the questions asked in an offi--
¢ial manner, In gome cases, when the administratiom direg
tly requeated it, the Society took charge over trades -
schools in order to supervise the fullfillment of a con-
tract, when in reference with teaching or apprenticeship,
accorded with any determined professional(22).

4. Conclusion

In the second half of the XVIII century din Spain,
the "Matritense" Economical Society of Friends of the Coun
try developed and important work in the field of popular -
education, permiting the national socio-economical develop
ment, by means of creating diverse schocla whose objective
wag the qualification of labour and the rise of cultural -
standaras among the people.

Even in the produced resulis were not the ones en-
visaged by the enlightened Spaniards, this effort can be

considered of great importance in Spanish history, becau-
ge of 1ts intentiomns to modernize the country, rising the
cultural and economic gtandars existent at the moment.

The help given the keonomic of Madrid towards the -
enlightened cultural and econowiec policies is of main im-
portance, more so taking into account the creations of -
schools which prepared, by Couneil petitions, a large num
ter of studles and analysis in different areas of produc-
tion and activities.
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Summing up, it is not posgible to make g balance of
XVIII century Spanish education without taking into account
the impartant role played by the "Matritense" Economical -
Society, through its diverse educational activities, of -
Which we have studied the most important here.

Notes

(1) Among the numeroue bibliography that exists in this

sense, look at: ANES,G.: Ecomom{s e Jlustraciém en

la Eapafig del sigle XVIII, Barcelona, Ariel,1969,and

El Antimuo Régimen,. Los Borbones, vol. 4. Madrid, AL

faguara, 1975; DOMINGUEZ ORTIZ,A.: La sociedad espa

fiola en el siglo XVIII. Madrid, 1955; ELORZA,A.: La

ideologfa liberal en la Tlustraciém espaiiolg. Madrid,

1970 ; SANCHEZ AGESTA,L.: ens ento 1iti de

despotismg ilustrado. Hadrid, 1953; and SARRAILH,d.:
bspafi strada d 8 d tad del

Méxd.co, 1957.

(2) No study exists which analyses the Economie Soclety
Matritense with the necessary depth and rigour. Hog
ever, the following studies give fairly good infor-
mation: LESEN Y MORENQL: Histo e 1p Sociedad Eco
némjca de Amigos del Pafs de Madrid. Madrid, 1B63;
AGUILAR PIwAL,F.: La deal Socledad Beonémica Matri-
tense de Amihos del Pafs. Hadrid, 1972;50S8CH Y FUS-
TEGUERAS,A.: Ll centenario. Apuntes para la histo-
ria de la Sociedad boopnbmicg Hatritense de los Ami-
gos del Yafs, Hadrid, 1875;NOVOA,E. ¥y otros: Cestag
de la inatritense de log Amigos del Pais.tHadrid,1933

{3) In our doctoral thesis, "La Sociedad EconSmica Ha-
tritense de Amigos del rals. uu obra pedagfgica.
1775-1808"(Madrid, Universidad Complutense,l1978),
we have studied the educational activities of the =
ratritense during the period mentioned. Alsc, look
at our following publications: "Pedagogia e Tlustpg
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cidn espaiiolas. El ideario educativo de log fundadg
res de la Jociedad Econbmica Hatritense". pnales del
Instituto de Estudios lladrilenos,:.adrid,1981,18;and
"Otras actividades culturales y educativas de la &g

ciedad Econfmica hatritense".Bevistn espafiola de Pedamogia,
n°® 159, 1983.Also, Jlustraciép y educgcibn, La sociedad -
Econdpica latritense. Madrid, Editora Hacional,1984.

(4) The origins of kconomic Society liatritense can be follo-
wed through these documents: Memorias de lg Sociedad,vole.
11, Apéndice; Libro de jcuerdos de sociedad, 1775-1776.
See also the bibliography mentioned in note 2,

(5) According to the Lemoirs of society, volume LI, memoir 5
of the appendix. The royal act approving the statutes was
dated hiovember 9,1775. Archive lListérico waciopal, legaje
1607(1) y Archive de la Sociedad ibcondmica .atritense (Ao
ReSeEelia)y lege 3/38.

(6) The Economie of Madrid received in august 27, 1787, a ro-
yal order which allowed the creation of the Ladies Cown--
eil, It wam assigned to the matritense. AcReSeoeMey lege.
86/23. The statutes of the Ladiea Council can be found in
folia 130/5.

(7} NEGRIN FAJARDO,0.: Ilustracién y eaucacibNees, OPa Cita.
See introduction and chapter:"El depate para la admisibn
de mujeres en la Socledad'.

(8} This section of the patriotic schools is the summary of
chapter 3 of the doctoral thesis menticneu in mote 3. -
See it for more information.

(9) See, among other documents, legajos 1U3/15 and 4/ 124 Aelie
S.EeMe

[10) Legajos B2/5, 99/15, 101733, 11/2 and Libro de pctas de
la Junta_de oefiorag, years L795 and 1796. AeRedaEale

(11) Among other documents, this statement is endorsed by the

following legajos: 13/11, 22/55, 41 , 82/5,M./2, 155/25
and l?a/a?o AeReSalieMe
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(12)
(13)

()
(15)
(16)
(17)

(18)

(19}

(20)
(21)

(22)

Legajos. 103/15 and 9/52 AsRuSeEsMa

The examinations were carried out before a hoard of exa-
miners consisting of executives from the Society. Legad
178/27+ AsR.S.E.M.

Legajo 9/10. A.R.S.E.M.

Legajos 103/15 and 178/27

Legajos 47/7 and 73/1B8

According to the Libros de Actas de 1a Junia de Damgs .
1792 and following; also, legajos, 64/16, A.RuS.E.M.

In the A.R.S5.EsMs there are many documents im the matter
As an example the book of acts of the Ladies Council and
the legajoa 39/57,58; 103/15; 178/27 can be looked up.

In relation 1o this matter see section 3.2.5 of the doe-
toral thesis mentioned im note 3,

Idem, chaptar 4

Through all the papers it can he detected that work was
considered a priority over teaching and learning.

That happened with the Saddlery School of M. Chacdén and
with the Astrology Instruments School of F. Lorenzo.See
the doctoral thesis mentioned im note 3.





