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Ologario NEGRIII FAJARDO

Educational activities of tha ¿conomic Society

of Friende of the Country of Madrid during the

XVIII century

Surnary

Dio Wlrtschaftssesalj.schaften dar “Freunda das Landas”, dio in

Spanian wdhrand dar zweitan 1li1ft0 des 18. Jahrhunderts

entstandan und sich varsehrtan, waron cines dar wlchtlgstan

Warkzauga fur dio Entwlcklung aufgakldrter Politik in dar

Voikserziehung. Treta ausgadohnter Zussmmanarboit mit dar Peiarung

waron sic inofrl:iaile Gaaellscharten, dio dio Aufgabe haiton,

durch angameasanan profoasioneilen Unterricht lsson lsd

Flihigkejten mu erwaitarn, dic fUr dio Entwicklung von

Landwirtachaft, Industrio, Handel, Varkehr und dor Wissanschaftan

ban5ttgt vurden.

Untar don Wirtschaftsgasoflschaftan verdiant dio dar “Fraunde das

Landas” Madrid tas., dio “Matritonsa”—Wirtschaftsgaseilschaft

boscndero Daachtur.g, da sic von ihror GrUndung bar em Msdaii fL’r

dio ap3tor estatehesdes Gaaollschaften war und in 11w dic

ausgasuchtasten Mitgliadar dar aufgekitrtan Mindarhait (wie z.B.

Campomanes, Joveilanos, Cabarrus usw.) aktiv mltwir}ctan,

Ea iat is Ilahman diasar Untorsuchung ntcht cdglich, dic Analyso auf

alio Bmidungaaktiyitatan dar “Matritense” auszuwoiton. Dashalb wird

dlaser Rufsatz dIc Analyse dar von dar “Hstrttansa” bavorzugtan

Voikserziohungspohitik im Diensta dar ulrtsrha!tltchen Entutekiung

das Landas zua zantralen Gagenstand haban. Es salan hier nur auf dio

wiohtigsten Ergabnisse aufgazaigt.
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Pie sohulisaho Bea1itt dar Matritense” Wirtschaftmgesellsahaft

wahrend des Untersuahungszeitraumes erlaubt die Annahme, daa die

padagoglsche Aufgabe dar orwflhnten Gosellaehaft ini Crunde sur zwei

Arbeitafolder la Bereich der industriellen und Volkaerziehung

ausgerichtet war. Erstans aren diejenigen Sehulen, din angesiehts

ihrer Auariehtung sur eme anziale Schinht rus einen ala Volksschule

sowie Jane, die ihren Intentinnen und Inhalten naeh ala

Industriesahulen bezeiohnet werdon kbnnen, auaschlieslich !ur

Müdchan oingerichtet und unterriehtlinh aparten aur dio Produktion

von PrieKrressoureen unid elementarverarboiteten Gütern dar

Textilindustrie ausgerichtet. Zweitona befaSton sich die

sogenannten Runst— und Handolsaehulon ledls)ich mit der

profemsmonellen Unterrmehtung von Jungen für das Erlernen emes

Gewerbes und dio Produktmon kunstlerisoher CegenstOnde.

Cbvoh dma von den aufgeklMrten Spaniern orwarteten Hesultate nlcht

erreizht wrden, kann dleser Versueh vegen aener Intentioner, das

Land tu niodernialeren und dte augentllokllehe kulturelle und

akenoalsehe Lage zu verbessern, ala von groSer Wichtigkett fUr

dic spanische Geschlehte angesehen werden.

Ola Hilfe, ¿me der aufgeklHrten Kultur— und Wlrtschaftspollttk

dureh die Madrlder Wirtaehaftsgeselischaft zutetl burda, lot

lnsofern von besonderer Wiehtlgkeit, al, dic Errlehtung ven Sohulen

(par ?atsbesehluB) eme groSe Anzahl von Unterauchungen und

Analysen in versehiedenen Produktlonaterolohen hervcrbrachte.

Zusaianenfassend kann gesagt werden, dm5 e, nioht mdglioh Lot, eme

Dllanz des spanmsohen Erzlehungsu050ns de, 15. Jahrhundertm zu

ziehen, ohne dic “Hatritense”—Wtrtsohaftsgesellschaft n Ibrer

wleht±gen Funktlon, die aje durohlhredlversen

Bildungsaktivitdten erfühiter., Sn dma etrachtung mit

elnzubeziehen.
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1. latroduction

The econoaic societies of fflends of che country,

that emerged and maltiplied la Spain during the secoad -

halL of the XVIII century, wer, one of the most important

tecla Lar the developnent of enlightened policy iii popular

educatioa(l). Thoagh collaborating stretcciy with tho go—

vernmont these nra uaofficial societies, wich had as —

miasion to exteod , by meane of appropriate rrofessional

instruction, the aeceosary knowledge and abilities for the

development of agricultura, industry, tradas, cosmerce and

e cien ces.

Aaong the economic socletios, the Friende of the Cou

try of Madrid or “Matritense” Ecocosic Society, deaerves —

apecial attention since fros ita foanuation it was the mo——

del for the enes created afterwards sud it had active parti

cipatina of tie most selected sembero of the enlightened mi_

nority such as Campomanes, Jovellanos, Cabarrúa,etc.

It is set posoibie, within the limits of tilia study,

te extend the analysis Lo ah the educational activities

of tic “Matritense”(3). Therofore this papar .dll contar —

ita contribution in tse analysla, favoured by tic “Matri——

tense”, of popular educacional pohicicu ja uerv±ce of the

country’s economic devehopment. rhough, tuis study will —

oaly poiat out ita main resulte.

Imitlally, Wc will bedia framing the educational ac—

tiities of tic ‘Matritense”, having la mmd the partlcu —

lar conditioms of Spain in tic oecond half of tic XVIII —

ce atu ry.

2. “Matritense” Economic Socioty of Fricada

of the Country

After a quicx cureaucratic process(4), tic t.conoaic
Society of Madrid was founded in septemuer 16, 1?75, and
ita atatutes were approved the 25 of tic sama montn(5).
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Tbs SocLet;’s acUttiea vero caaalizod tbrO.fl —

thra. asciaUaaa or claesa, as tboy vare officSallJ de—

nominated, cuottted tu agriculture, iailuatfl sud arta sud

tradsa.. Whn oiniag toe Society, each poraoa waa asaigaed

tu oaa or anothar clasa accortiing tu bis knowledg., capac

ties aud intoreata. Evorj daga worked with soso autonoy

bat bsving maetingp poflodically in ardor tu talk ovar ma

ttera of ita oc speciaflty. However, the most isportant —

topice woro discuosad it te general .eetiag of tbo Socio—

ty, wbich took placo evory woek.

Of the toree clasaoa tbat exj.sted, the laat twa aro

of spocial inpostance tu this atudy. Qn toe ono nand, toe

in4ustry clasa vas toe ono wbicb froa 1776 created ami pt

moted toe popular acboala of toe “Matritoase”, and on t),e

other han4 tbe arta sud trade clase waa iii. charge of toe —

guidanca of toe pre—professional teachimgs. Tbe agricultu

ra]. class vas not in charge of any scbolaatic taok duritg

tois perio4.

la 1787, after a long debate(6), tbe “Junta de Damaa”

(Ladiea CoaacI1 took ovor the iudustry dlasa tbrough toe

direction sud government of toe popular scboola of toe “MA

tritense”. ( 7 ).

3. Educational actittios of toe “Matritense”

It is helievod that the scbolaatic reality of toe “M1

tritense” Ecomoaic Socioty duriag toe atudied period, par—

mita tu consider that toe pedagogical taak of toe montionod

Society vas hasically dirocted tovarda two linos of wo& La

tha field of in4ustrial an popular pedagogy. la firat place,

the scbaols whicb could he callod popular ( taking into -—

acgout.t toe social sector tu wbich tbey wero directed) ami

industrial ( taicing jato accoant their coateeSe and inten—

tiota) were exclusively for girlo aud they vera specially

directed towards teachiag sud production of prime resoar——
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cea and elementafl oanufactnsoi producta of the teflile in

dnstry. la socond placo, the so called arta and trades ——

scn2a only conited te iastruct bOYE prof ossionafly for

tSe barajas of a trade anA the production of artistic ob—

Jo cta.

3.1 Patflotç Sc,lls

Since mii l76, date of creation of the first saSoela,

uatil 1808,. whea the declino of pedagogical activities of —

the ‘Matritense” began ending ja 1811 with their close, the

“Matritense” fouaded four popular schools naced as patrio——

tic: San Giaés, San Sebastián, Sae Martin and San Andrés.

AlBor 6 other similar establishments devoted to diverse ac—

tivities. of popular industry were croated: scbools of ombr2

idory, lace, blonda laco, school of society education, of

tbe “Retiro” ani of flowers of the queen. ( 8

The popular schools directed by the “Matritense” were

econnmically sustainad by the etato and were free ( 9 ).Tbe

daily activities vore teachiag and learning of various tedli

nicú abilities coabined with productivo work, teacbiag of

literacy aad cb.ristian doctrine.

TSe “atrtease” had tbree main goa-s: rcli@ous sai

moral fortation, tochaical and economical apprentlcesbip

amd the prooerly enhightened finallty of tSe attainment of

happyrwsa and individual and colective welifaro , It is —

difficult te establish the priority of any thoae goals.Th

refora they nust be coasidered coaplomontary and interrelA

tea. (lo).

la tSe stage studied tSe popular schools ass.ignod —

te tSe “Matritease” only admitted girls (11). hey were

of bunhle origin anA tbou.h mt toe Seginning thoir numbor

waa limited, by 1782 any petaca betweon 4 anA ia years vas

admitted and afterwards between 4 and 16. The total number
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of asaistea.t otudents always had the tondency te increase.

la this way, for oxample, tbe total miabor of atudenta —

attendin the scbools of tho “conomical of adrid’ was —

around. 475.

la each schoal there was a wornaa teacher incharged

of jnstructjon fo alaco 1792 had an assistant, normally

olectod amoas the cost diatingtLiahed students, fact coja—

cidiag wit tbe growth of tbo nusber of students (12).

Botb posta were occupied by public competition with the —

followiag requiremonts: a ceruficate of good conduct la

public and private lifo and a demonstratioa of tho tec4

cal abllity for teacbing, since the persona who occupiod

tiüs posta wero frequently illiterate (13).

?ihen foun4ed the four patriotic achnols had specifi—

cal activitios: the San Gias Schooi would teach to prepa

ro and apIa hemp and linea; file trw San Andrés School —

wouad teacb to preraro aud apIs wooi and to manufacturo —

wollen ra (it). Stardn in 177 ana by 179, ah tbe —

scbools begun a procosa of unification of activities asid

a diversification of (no taaks (o accompliah: each scbool

was divided jato three clasoes which woaid undertake suc—

cosoively, froai (he zost simple tasks of yarnlng, to the

Zost coaplex of weaviag, içaitting, embroioering, and la—

ciag. Algo sisee 1792, tho sistematic teachiag of literA

cy asid tbo rest of tochaical teacing givon, viere bogun

to be plansed by ah tho Matritense Schools(15).

Unjo to the contenta, goals and methodology wbich —

were usad, tho basic apprenticoslüp consistod ja oral eL

planations and mainly practico of a series of technics —

aM manual abilitios wbich were adquierod by mearla of —

imitation. lni.tially tho iastrunents usad to impart this

teacbings wore tho distaff and the wiading machine. After

wards: other instrumonto, moro adequate to the new labors

of 1792, suct aa the uewing frase, loom,etc., carne into —
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use (16). To taach literacy, the Anduaga metho and the

readiag ook recosmended by the 1765 -rovisiom, were usad;

ja the apprenticesbip of Christiaa Doctrine, the iipa1da,

Floury asid ?i,toa cateckiisms were uced (17).

la the initial stage of tbe atritease opu1ar Scb

ols exarninations and premiuts were givea twice a yoar, in

St. Joha’a ami Christcas. besides these, otaer gratifica—

UonE were given with certain periodicity to teachers and

atudenta. From 1792 only one annual examination toas place

but the aunher of moathly gratificatioas ir. oach scaool i

creased. The examinatioa consisted of a series of manual —

acUvities such as embroidering, sewing,etc., depending on

each scbOOlS’ apeciality, meassuring at toe cud of a given

time tite quafltlty obtained as well as ita quality (18).

The pedagogical surenision of tite popular schools

would be shared by the specalist ja each naln matter —

taugbt la them (19). :jechnjca1 suporvision was entnisted

to Felipe Beltrán, but not for a long period of time. Re—

ligious tutelage wouldbe imparted by clergyraeli, tite theo

logists of the patriotie scboalm iii 1784, oven though sin

ce 1792 they were substituted ia titeir Luactioras by tite —

teachen of readiag ami writung. Aleo, toe “curadores”

(sapeniserm) malo members, named by toe aociety depen—

diag oa tite type of iadustry,. and afterwards tite “cura

dores’1 Lenale membrs, named by peution of tho Ladies —

Coancilwere tite onea ja charge of tite general supervision,

within tite estahlished cannons of tite Society, ayer tite

appreaticaship asid teacbing imparted hy tite popular ocho

ola asaigned to tite “Matritense”. la hierarch, ovar tite

monuoned supervisory functions wore tite industry group

ami tite Ladies Coancil, and at tite top, tite directive —

membera of tite ueaeral Council of tite Society.



52 Pajardo: Socioty

3.2 TIte Arta aM Trades Sçboals

TSe naia reagan wbich nade 115 considerer clock ma—
king, aaddlory drawia and machinery schoals under the —

name of arta an trades ja the fact tb.at thjs establisi——
monta were goin.g to be related under tSe techflcal super
vision of tSe arto and trados clasa of the Matritense Ec2
aonia Socjety; wbile tSe so called popular schools depen
ded of tSe iadustry clase.

Looking at tSe dovelopmont betweea 1775 ami laua —

of tSe arte ami trades scboolsaf tSe “Matritense”, it ja
easy to notice tbey foyer achieved iaportant goalo Lite a
quantitative point of v!ew. TSe number of professioaals —

ami approntices working under tSe scboola spoasored by —

tSe £connmic Society of Madrid, ili certaialy be low ami
wjll not grow significantly during this poriod.

Even more, am iaortaat number of potitiona sear—
ctiag to opon new arta ami trades schoals, will sistema—
ticaliy be rojected, disregarding their iapOrtance and —

necesnity, due to acarcity of resourcoa or lacE of agree
mont betweon tSe conditiona prouosed by tSe patitioners
ami tse tidministration or Society. ;,ew projects wero sorne
times rejocted because of both causes.

U it was necessary to under lino a main characto—
ristis of tSe “Matritense” arts and trados scbools, fron
tAo scbolar oraidzatioa point of view, we wotfld nomin
te tSe preponderant place occupied by tSe workshops, tSe

profersional apprenticoabipr always aroand 80 or 90 %. —

TSe theoreticaj. studies concorniag what ever profesaion
ami tSe literacy aporenticeship were ant ven’ frequent —

it toesa satonla; it fact, ja tSe caso of tSe cciety’s
trados schools wbicb actually functioned, Wc could not
fiad any data in this sease(21).
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It jo alEo convenieat to remomber that the Society
nevar spogsored diroctly an.y arta and tracias school. It
frequently informad, twa urged by the Council of Casti—
ha, abofl plano to estabuis new tracias schools givie.g
atiple ialormatioa about tbe questions askod in aa offi——
cia manner. la socio casos, whoa tbe administration diro&
Uy requested it, tbe Society took charge ayer trades —

achools ja arder to superviso the falifillment of a con—
tract, whea ja reference wita teaching or apprenticosbip,
accorded with any determinad prafessional(22).

4. Çonciusipn

la the secoad half of the XVIII century ja Spain,
the “Matritense’ Economical ciety of Friendo of the Coati
try developed anci macortar.t wark iL the fielci of popular —

edncation, permiting the national socio-economicai develop
msat, by meano of creating diverse schools fose objective
was the qualification of laboar and tho rise of cuitural —

standars among the people.

tven ja the produced resulto were not the anos en—
visaged by tbe enlightened Spaniards, this offort can be

considerad of groat importance in 5parüsh history, bocau—
so of its intentioas to modernizo the ccuatry, rising the
cultural aad acotaste standars exiatont at tOe nomont,

fe help givea tbe conomic of Madrid towarde the —

eniightened cuitural and ecooomic poilcies is of naln ja—
portance, more so taiag into account toe creations of —

schoola wbich preparad, by Coaacjl potitjons, a lare sun
bar of otudies and analysis ja different arcas of produc—
Uoa and actjvities.
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SanamE hp, it is not possible to maite a balance cf
XVIII ceatnry Spaaish education witboat taldng ints accouat
the inportaat role played lay the ‘Matritense” Econoaical —

Society,. ttrough its dJ.verse educational activtUes, of —

which we hayo studied tse most mmportant hero.

No te a

(1) Among the nilmercus bibliography tbat existo in tbis
sonsa, look at: A11ES,G.: Econoafa e Ilastraci6n en
la España del siglo XVIII. Barcelona, Ariel,1969,an-d
El Antiguo Hgimen. Los borbones, vol. 4. Madrid, Al
faguara, 1975; DOMINGUEZ ORTIZ,A.: La sociedad esp
Gola en el siglo XVIII. Madrid, 1955; ELGRIA,A.:
ideología liberal en la Ilustrpcióa española. Madrid,
l970;SANCHEZ AGESTA,L.: El pensamiento político del
despotismo ilustrado. Madrid, 1953; and SARRAILH,J.:
La sppñp ilustrada de la segunda mitpd del S.XVIII
M6xico, 1957.

(2) No study exists wsich analyses the iconomic society
:-:atritensa with the necossary depth and rigour. ¡ion
ever, tse foliowing stuiies give fairly good infor—
mation: LES4 Y MOREN(l: historia de la Sociedad Eco
némica de Amigos del País de Madrid. Madrid, 1863;
AGUILA? PI:,AL,F.: La ?eal Sociedad Económica iatri—
tense de Amitos del Ps. &iadrid, l972;dCSCH Y FUS
TEGUERAS,A.: El centenario. Apuntes para la liloto—
ria de la Sociedad LooLmicp kptritense de los Ami
gos del País. Madrid, l875;NGVL’A,E. y otros: Gestas
de lp .atritease de los Amigos del Pafs.Madrid,1933

(3) la our doctoral thesis, “La Sociedad icon6mica Ma
tritense de Amigos del País. uU obra pedagóaca.
lfl5—lóO” (Madrid, Universidad Gonplutense,197t)
we have studLed tse educational activities of the —

atritense duriaig the period meritioned. iba, look
at our following publications: “Pedagogía e llust
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ción españolas. El ideario educativo se los fundado

reo de la dociedad Econósica atritense’. Anales del

Enstituto da Estudios Ladrileñoc..adrid,l981,l8;and

“Otras actividades culturales y educativas de la So

ciedad Ecoamica trjtense”.8evista Española de Pedagogía,

no 159, 1983.Also, Ilustración y educación. La Jociedad —

n6mica Matritense. Madrid, Editora Nacional,1984.

((4) The origina of Ecoaomic Jociety atritensa can be follo—

wed tkrou5h these dccunents: Memorias de la Sociedad,vol.

II, Apóndice; Litro de Acuerdos de ta ¿ociespd, 12)5—1776.

Sea also the bibliography centionea nc note 2.

(5) Acsording to tse ,emoirs of aociety, vclume tI, meocir 5

of tbe sopendil. The raya! act approviz.g tbe statutes was

dated Jovember 9,1775. Archivo istórico aclonal, legajo

1607(1) y Archivo de la Sociedad con6mica Patritense (A.

R.S.Ed.), leg. 3/36.

(6) TEa Economie of Madrid received in august 27, 1787, a ro—

ya! order which alloysed the creation of tke Ladies Coun——

cii. It was assigneo to toe matritense. A.R.S.a.M., leg.

86123. The statutes of the Ladies Gouncil can be found in

folio 150/5.

(7) liGHI FAJAPX,0.: Ilustración y euucocióa..., op. cit.

sea latroouction ano chapter “El deoate para la aohisnóa

de mujeres en la SocIedad.

(8) TPis section of toe patriotic schoois is tSe summary of

chapter 3 of tSe uoctaral thesis entic,es ta note 3. —

Sae it for more information.

(9) See, among other docusents, iegajos 1u3/15 ami 4/12.A.fl.

5 • E .11.

(lo) Legajos 82/5, 99/15, 101/35, 11/2 and Libro de Actas de

la Junta ¿e Señoras, years 1795 and 1796. A.R...E.M.

(11) Among other docuoeats, tillo statement is endorsed by the

foliowiug legajos: 13/12, 22/55, (41 , 82/5,111/a, 155/25

and 178/27. A.2.S.E.N.
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(la) Legajos 103/15 and 9/52 A.R.S.E.M.

(13) Tbe examinations were carried mit before a board of ella—

minera consistins of execuUves froa toe Society. Lega

178/27. A.R.S.E.K.

(14) Legajo 9/10. A.P.S.E.M.

(15) Legajos 103/15 and 178/27

(16) Legajos 47/7 ami 73/18

(17) Accordiag te the Libros. de Actas de la Junta da Bazas

1792 and following; also, legajos, 64/16. A.P.S.E.M.

(18) la tha A.P.S.E.M. there are many docunenta ja the matter

As an exazple toe bock of acto of toe Ladies Council and
toe legajos 39/57,58; 103/15; 178/27 can be looked ap.

(19) la relation te this matter see sec,tioa 3.2.5 of toe doc

toral thesis mentioned ia note 3.

(20) Idea, chapter 4

(21’) Through ah toe papere it can be detected that work was

coneidered a ptiority over teachiag ami 1earaia.

(aa) That tiappened vith tiie Saddlery Seboci of M. Chacón azd

with the Astrology lnstz,aments Scbool of F. Lorenzo.See

tao doctoral thosis meationed in note 3.
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