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PREFACE.

I BERNAL DIAZ del CASTILLO,

regidor of this loyal city of
Guatimala, and author of the following moil true hiftory, during the
time I was writing the fame, happened to fee a-work compofed by
Francifco Lopez de Gomara, the elegance of which made me blulh for
the vulgarity of my own, and throw down my pen in defpair. But
when I had read it, I found that the whole was a mifreprefentation,
and alfo that in his extraordinary exaggerations of the numbers of the
natives, and of thofe who were killed in the different battles, his account
was utterly unworthy of belief. We never much exceeded four hun
dred men, and if we had found fuch numbers bound hand and foot,
we could not have put them to death. But the fad was, we had
enough to do to protect ourfelves, fori vow to God, and fay Amen
thereto, that we were every day repeating our prayers,,and Supplicating
to be delivered from the perils that furrounded us. Alaric amoft brave
•king, and Attila a proud warrior, never killed lb many of their foes
as we are Paid by that hrftorian to have done in New Spain. He alfo
fays we burned many cities and temples; and this he does to aftonilh
'his reader; not feeming to recollect that any of the true conquerors
exifted, to contradict him. He alfo enhances the merit of one officer
at the expence of another; fpeaking of fome as captains who were not
with us.
He
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He fays that Cortes gave orders,, fecretly,. for the deftrucftion of
the fliips; whereas it was done by the common, confent of all, to have
the afliftance of the mariners. He alfo depreciates Juan de Grijalva
moft unjuftly; he being a very valiant captain. He omits the discovery
of Yucatan by De Cordova, and is in an error again when he fpeaks of
the firft expedition of Garray, as if Garray had come with it. In what
concerns the defeat of Narvaez, his account is conformable to the rela
tions given; but in that of the wars of Tlafcala he is as erroneous as
ever. As to the war in Mexico, where we loft above eight hundred
and feventy foldiers, this he treats as a matter of little importance; and
he makes no mention of our lofles in the fubfequent fiege, but fpeaks
of it as if it had been a feftival, or a marriage! but why fliould I wafte
paper and ink in the detection of his numerous errors;. I will therefore
proceed with tpy relation, for according to what the wife fay, the art
and beauty of hiftorical compoiition is, to write the truth; and proceed
ing upon this rule, with fuch embellifliment and ornament as I fliall
hereafter, judge, expedient, I will relate and bring into full light the
conqueft of New Spain, and the heroic fervices of us the true conque
rors, who with our fmall numbers, under the adventurous and brave
Captain Hernando Cortes, and with great danger and hardlhips, gained
to his Majefty this rich country; for which fervice his Majefty has
frequently iffued his orders that we fliould be amply rewarded. More
over, as a good pilot founds, and difcovers flioals and lands as he pro
ceeds, by the lead and line, fo will I, with my pen in my hand, expole
mifreprefentations, in my voyage through the hiftory of Gomara, to
the haven of truth; but if I were to point out every error, the chaff
would outweigh the grain.
My relation will give to hiftorians fufficient whereby to celebrate
our
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our general, Cortes, and the brave conquerors by whofe hands this
holy and great undertaking fucceeded; for this is no hiftory of diftant
nations, nor vain reveries; I relate that of which I was an eye witnefs,
and not idle reports and hearfay: for truth is facred. Gomara received
and wrote fuch accounts as were intended to enhance the fame and merit
of Cortes; no mention being made by him of our valiant captains and
foldiers; and the whole tenor of the work (hews how much he was
influenced by his attachment to that family by whom he and his are
patronifed. He has alfo milled the Doctor Illefcas, and Bilhop Paulus.
Jovius.
The following hiftory I have brought to its conclufion, in the
loyal city of Guatimala, the refidence of the royal court of audience, on
this twenty fixth day of February j in the year of our Lord, one thoufand five hundred and 'feventy two
*
'

r i

MV

•

/i

xClwlvjw)

1

Jf X ,

3V.i AhJvv.

J i ' kJ4 -

L.y \.y

THE

CONTENTS.
PA R T

.

>

CH APTER

Expedition of Hernandez de Cordova,

I.
I. V"
* ’

1,
TAG®
1

A. D. 1517,

C H A P T E R II.
Expedition of Juan de Grijalva
*
A. D. 1518.

*3

CHAPTER III.
Expedition o/
* H, Cortes. A. D. 1518.

25

CHAPTER IV.
Arrival of the armament commanded by H, Cortes, at St.
Juan de Ulua. Tranfactions and occurrences there,
C H A P T E R V.
The Spanijh army advances into the country,

Chapter.

66

VI- L § ;

March of the Spanijh /army for the city of Mexico.
in Tlafcala. Submiffion of that nation,
CHAP T E R VII.
The Spanijh army proceeds on its march to Mexico.

Wars
89

116
C H A P-

THE

CONTENTS.

vii

C H A P T E R VIIT.
Mexico, November %th, 1519- Defcription of that covurt
and city.' Tranfactions and, occurrences there.
132
C H A P T E R IX.
Expedition of P. de Narvaezs His army defeated by Cortes
at Cempoal, May 26thi 1520.—Return of the Spaniards to Mex
ico. War there. Death of Montezuma. Expulfion of the Spa
niards, July ljt. Battle of Obtumba. Reception of the Spaniards
in Tlafcala^ July 10th.
178

PART

II.

C H A PTE R I,
Tldfcala, July,1520. 7'ranfactions and occurrences there..
Foundation of the colony of Segura de la Frontera. Subjugation
of the neighbouring dfribls1 by the Spaniards}
229

CHAPTER II.
March of the Spaniards to beftege Mexico, December oftth
*
1520. Invefmerit1 of Mexico, May 30th. 1521
*
Siege of that
city, and final' conyutfl' Augufl 16M. 1'5 21.

JU,p. P> R T

Il| .

CHAP T E R I.
Tranfactions and occurrences in New Spain fubfequent to
the conquefl.
'
319
:
CHAPTER II.' .
Expeditions of G. de Sandoval and P. de Alvaradoj

333
C H A P-

viil

THE

CONTEN TS.

CHAPTER III. :
Armament of Francifco de Garay.
<

CHA PT E R
Expeditions under various officers.

IV.

CHAPTER
Tranfadions in Old Spain.

v.^

•

340

3P
'
370

CHAPTER vi.
Tranfaclions and occurrences in Old and New Spain.
pedition againjl the Zapotecans.
C
APTER
Expedition of Cortes to Higueras.

Ex379

VII.

390

CHAPTER VIII.
Return of Cortes to Mexico; occurrences there. Return of
the author to Mexico.
JF
436

■ 4w£i■- c H P p T E R IX- *. />

mV

Cortes goes to Europe; is created Marquis of the Valley of
Guaxaca. Account of various tranfaElions and occurrences in
Old and New Spain. Death and charabler of the Marquis of
the Valley.
453

CHAPTER X.
Enumeration and account of the valiant companions who
paffed over to the conquefl of New Spain with the mof adventu
rous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes Marquis of the
Valley, Advantages refulting from the conquefl—Tranfactions at
court. Concluding obfervatiohs of the author.
483

w

fll

I.

,
(*-/://■<■

art.
y. UJSX1CP.

11riftlli

1<t»

TP/Wl^vv".. <1|

1711

't(»/7A rr/t ffrwtMH
’

/

i*
ot an

—. ^~
Jfnhnttn

-ARCUKKT 'OMP IlE

I

4

' •*&

CA in

A ’£ertAtixe:tA

. ‘v
{hnrf
ZCUCO

ffitfjfntltui

(rWltH^h ft 9b

7'rff/f'rfr<t/t

<7//z//5^^'Z7/'ZZAZ

*•/&' f*
7i SCe/
Z/M -n^^Cf'JlTRS

Zzfri^Mtlerefitv

l^Tofition of
S at.id.oval.
f’vlAti.arte.rt

£

/iHilzefoA&eAMn^jgipr'

'

THE TRUE HISTORY
OB

THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO.
PART THE FIRST.

CHAPTER I.

'^Expedition of Hernandez de Cordova,

In the year 1514,

A. D. 1517.

I left Caftille in company with Pedro Arias de Avila,

who was then appointed governor of Tierra Firma, with whom I arrived
at the port of Nombre de Dios. A peftilence raged at that time, of
which many ioldiers died, and moft of the furvivors were invalids. The
governor P. A. De Avila hadajealoufy which terminated fatally, with
an Hidalgo who had conquered that province, of which he was Captain:
his name was Valeo Nunez de Balboa, a rich man, and to whom Avila
had married his. Daughter; but being afterwards fufpicious that his Sonin-law had an intention of revolting, he caufed him to be beheaded.
B
When

(

2

)

•

When wefaw that troubles were likely to enfue, and learned that
the Ifland of Cuba had been lately gained under the government of Diego
Velafquez, a certain number of us, perfons of quality who had come
with Avila, refolved to demand his permiflion to go to Cuba. This he
readily granted us; not wanting fo many foldiers as had come with him
from Caftille, for the country of which he was appointed to the govern
ment, had but few inhabitants, and was already conquered. Permiilion
being obtained we failed for Cuba, and arriving there, waited on the go
vernor, who received us kindly, and promifed to give us the firft lands
that fliould fall vacant. Three, years however elapfed, reckoning from
the time we left Caftille, and no fettlements had as yet offered. Confidering this therefore as fo ipuch lofs of time, one hundred and ten of
ns elected for our Captain a rich Hidalgo of Cuba named Francifco Her
nandez de Cordova, and determined to fet out under his command, upon
a voyage of difcovery. For this purpofe we bought two veflels of confiderable burthen, and our third was a bark which we obtained on credit
from the governor Velafquez; he however propofed as a condition, that
we fliould engage the foldiers to make a defcent on certain Iflands be
tween Cuba and Honduras, named Los Guanages , to feize a number of
the inhabitants and make flaves of them, in order thereby to pay the coft
of the bark; but when the propofal of Velafquez was made known to
the foldiers, we to a man refufed it, faying, that it was not juft, nor did
God or the King permit, -that free men fliould be made flaves.
Velafquez was immediately convinced, and aflented to the juftice of
w hat we faid, and he gave us alfo what afliftance he could as to provifions. We laid in a ftore of Hogs, which were then fold at three
Crowns each, and Caffava bread, there being in Cuba neither Oxen or
Sheep. With fuch poor provifions, and fome trifling Toys and Orna
ments for the Indians, we prepared ourfelves for the voyage, having
engaged three Pilots, the principal of whom was Anthon de Alaminos,
a native of Palos ; the other two-were named Camacho de Triana, and
Juan Alvarez el Mariqiiillo de Huelva. ■ Having provided; ourfelves as
well as we could with every neceffary, we all affembled at a port on the
North

'

C a )

North of the Ifland, eight leagues from the town of St. Chriflopher
*
the
fettlers of which were two years after removed to the Havannah. This
port is called in the language of Cuba
*
Agaruco. That our expedition
might be condu&ftd on proper principles, we perffiaded a Clergyman of
that town named Alonzo Gonzales, to accompany us
* and we alfo chofe
for Veedor a foldier named Bernardino Iniguez, that in cafe Gold fhould
happen to fall in our way, the proper Officer might be at hand, to take
care of his Majefty’s rights..

On the eighth of February 1517* having recommended ourfelves to
God, and the bleffed Virgin, we failed from the port of Agaruco
*
and in
twelve days palled St. Anton, otherwifecalled the land of the Guanatareyes,
a tribe of favages. Doubling this Point, we failed at hazard towards
that part of the Horizon where the Sun fet
* .utterly ignorant of fhallows,
currents, or prevailing winds. During our voyage a ftorm came on,
and for two days and two nights we were in the molt imminent danger;
the wind however fublided, and in twenty-one days from our leaving
the Ifland of Cuba
*
we faw land which had never before been difeovered. We alfo on approaching perceived a large,town, at the diftance
of two leagues from the coaft, which from its fize, it exceeding any
town in Cuba we named Grand Cairo. The fmalleft Veflel was then
ordered to approach and examine the neighbouring coaft
*
On the morning of the fourth of March
*
five Canoes came off to
us. Thefe veffels are like troughs, made of one entire tree, and many
of them capable of containing fifty men. We made fignals of invitation
to thofe on board, with which they readily complied, not fhewing the
leafl apprehenfion. Above thirty entered the principal veflel, where
they were treated with fuch provifions as we could give them, and each
was prefented with a firing of green beads
*
After admiring the veffels
for fome time their chief defired to return
*
faying that he would on the
enfuing day come again to us with more Canoes, in order to bring us to
land. Thefe Indians wore clofe drefles of cotton, their waifts being
girded with a narrow cloth; in which, we obferved that they exhibited
Ba
more

more fenfe of decency than the natives of Cuba, with whom this dreft
was ufed by the women only. On the enfuing day, the fame chief
came with twelve large Canoes, and made fignals to our Captain that he
would bring us to land. This he exprefled by faying, “ Con-Efcotoch,”
“ Con-Efcotoch,” which lignifies, come to our town: and it was from this
that we gave it the name of Punta de Cotoche. It was determined by us
to accept the invitation
*
obferVing the proper precaution of going all in a
body, and by one embarkation, as we perceived the Ihore to be lined
with Indians. We therefore hoifted out our own boats, and in them,
with twelve Canoes brought to us by the chief, and our fmalleft veflel
We proceeded to the land. On arriving there we halted for a time to
confider what ihould be done, but the Cacique or Chief Rill urging us by
figns to advance, we proceeded in good order, with fifteen crofs-bows and
fen rhufqUets, the chief guiding us, and accompanied by a number of
the natives. On a fudden, as we pafled by fome thick woods, the
Cacique began to call out loudly to a body of Indians which he had
polled there in ambufcade; they fallied out upon us at the fignal, and
poured in a difcharge of arrows, whereby they Wounded fifteen of our
foldiers.
A
Thefe warriors were armed, with thick coats of cotton, and carried,
befides their bows and arrows, lances, fhields and flings; they alfo
wore ornaments of feathers on their heads. Having difcharged their
arrows they advanced,' and attacked us withjtheir lances, but the keennefs of our fwords and the effedt of our crofs-bows and mufquetiy foon
drove them to a diRance, with the lofs of fifteen left dead upon the fpot.
Near the place of this ambufcade were three buildings of lime and Rone,
wherein were idols of clay with diabolical countenances, and in Rrange
unnatural poflures, and feveral wooden cheRs which contained fimilar
idols but finaller, fome veflels, three diadems, and fome imitations of
birds and fifties in alloyed gold. The buildings of lime and Rone, and
the gold gave us a high idea of the Country we had difcovered. On
our return to the Ihore we had the fatisfadlion to find, that while we
were fighting, our chaplain Gonzales had taken care of the chefts and
their

.
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their contents, which he had with the afliftance of two Indians of Cuba
brought off fafely to our fliips. In this action we made two natives prifoners, who were afterwards baptized, and called by the names of Melchor,
and Julian. Having re-embarked, we proceeded as before, coafting
towards the Weft.
After fifteen days cautious failing by an unknown coaft, we difCovered from our fliips a large town with an inlet which was apparently
a River. This place we named from the day on which we difcovered it,
which was Sunday of Lazarus; and here we determined to endeavour to
procure water, of which we were in want, owing to the badnefs of our
cafks, our limited means not enabling us to purchafe proper veffels for
that purpofe. As the tides run very far out, we left our large (hips a
league’s diftance from the fhore, and proceeding thither well armed,
came to the water which fupplied the town; for in this Country as far as
we could obferve, there are no running ftreams. Here we filled our
cafks, and juft as we had finifhed, about fifty Indians drefled in cotton
mantles and to all appearance chiefs, approached us, enquiring by figns
what we wanted; to which we replied in the fame manner, that we came
for water, and were returning to our veffels. They then pointed to the
Eaft, by way of afking if we came from that quarter, repeating feveral
times the word “ Caftillan;” after which they invited us to their town,
to which we proceeded with them, and arrived at fome large, and very
well conftrudted buildings, of lime and ftone, with figures of ferpents
and of idols painted upon the walls. When we entered thefe temples,
for fuch they were, we perceived about one of the altars traces of blood
frefli (pilled ; there were alfo feveral idolatrous figures and fymbols, all
which contributed to imprefs us with furprife and horror. During this
time the Indians behaved peaceably, but collected in great numbers,
which put us upon our guard though they appeared only to be attracted
by curiofity. A body of natives foon appeared, drefled in very ragged
mantles, and each bearing a bundle of dry reeds, which having depo
sited together, they retired. After them came two bodies of warriors,,
each commanded by its captain, who drew them up oppofite to us; im
mediately

mediately after which, ten priefts ruffled out of an adjoining temple.—
7 hey were drefled in loofe robes of white cotton, their long hair was clot
ted with blood, and matted and twifted together fo as to be apparently
impoflible to be feparatcd; they had in their hands veflels containing fire
and aromatics, with which they fumigated us, making figns at the fame
time, that unlefs we quitted their Country before the fuel lying by us was
confirmed, they would put us to death. They then kindled the faggots,
and retired without doing any thing more. The warriors however
began to make a noife by whiffling, founding their horns, and drums.
Thefe formidable preparations made us think it moft prudent to retire,
which we accordingly did, and regaining our boats on board of which
the water calks had been already put, we embarked, and reaching our
veflels, proceeded on our voyage. We coafted for fix days, during
which time we encountered a violent gale of wind from the North, and
were in imminent danger of being driven on fhore. We alfo fuffered
from want of water, owing to the badnefs of the veflels, and were conftantly obliged to go on fhore and fink wells, in order to procure a daily
fupply. Continuing our route, we arrived oppofite a town about a
league from the coaft, which we determined to proceed to, and for that
purpofe call anchor.
This town the name of . which was Pontonchan, contained feveral
buildings of lime and ftone, and was furrounded by fields of maize.—
Having landed and found a fpring of water, while we were engaged in
filling our calks, large bodies of warriors approached us in filence; they
were armed with their ufual miflile weapons, fhields, and two handed
fwords. Their bodies were covered by a defenfive armour of cotton
reaching to the knees, their faces painted black, white, and red, and
plumes of feathers ornamented their heads. They accofted us in the
fame manner that the natives of Campeche had done, pointing to the
Eaft and laying ** Caftillan, Caftillan,” we replied to them by figns
that we came from the Eaft, but were much perplexed to know the
meaning of this expreflion, or whether to. conftrue.it favorably or otherwife j and as we meant to remain on fhore, for the night, we formed
ourfelves

ourielves into a body, and kept a good watch ih every direction; being
alfo occupied in confulting upon the arrangement of our future move
ments. During this time we heard a great noife among the Indians,
which we considered as portending us no good. Some of us were for
embarking, but that was considered too dangerous to attempt in the
face of the enemy,' others were for attacking them, on the old principle
that he who makes the firft attack conquers; but we had at leaft three
hundred to encounter, for each one of us, and this was considered too raSh.
While thus occupied, day broke,-and gave us a light of our danger. We
comforted each other with hopes of God’s mercy, and each determined
to exert himfelf to the utmoft. We foon perceived great bodies of war
riors advancing, with colours flying, and joining themfelves to thofe
who had aflembled on the preceding night. They then enclofed us on
all Sides, fighting with us foot to foot, and wounded above ten of our
foldiers; the execution however of our fire arms and fwords made them draw off a little, but it was only to ufe their arrows to more effedt.—
They continually cried out, ** Al Calachioni,” or Shoot at the captain; in
confequence, he received no lefs than twelve arrows. I alfo got three for
my Share, one of which, in my left fide, was very dangerous, and two
of our foldiers they carried off alive; one was named Alonzo Bote, the
other was an old Portuguefe. Our captain feeing that all our exertions
to drive them off were ineftedtual, that the enemy were continually
receiving fupplies, while we had above fifty of our number killed, de
termined to endeavour to cut his way through them. This we effected,
being formed into a compadt body ; but they purfued us at our heels,
attacking us with their lances, and with Showers of arrows. We how
ever reached our boats, but it was only to encounter new difficulties;
the hurry and preffure to embark was fuch, that the boats were funk,
and we were forced, half wading, and half fwimming, to endeavour to
reach the fmall veflel, which came as far as poffible to our affiftance;
our foldiers received many wounds, while in and about the boats, and it
was with the utmoft difficulty that any of us efcaped with our lives. On
counting our numbers when we arrived on board the Ships, we found
that .our lofs amounted to fifty-Seven. This adtion lafted above half an
hour.

hour. In the marine charts this bay is named a
** De Mala pelea.”
Our wounds after a little time became very painful, from the cold and fea
water, and we began to grow very much out of humour with the pilot
Alaminos, and his difcoveries. He ftill however perfifted in his origi
nal opinion, and in denying that this land was a continent.

i

One foldier only of thofe who furvived had efcaped unwounded;
moft of us had three or four wounds, our captain twelve. The mariners
alfo were many of them difabled; for- which reafbn we burned our
fmalleft veflel, and divided her crew between the others. But I have
yet to mention the greateft misfortune that attended us. In the hurry
to efcape from the natives, we had been forced to leave our calks be
hind. The thirft we endured in confequence thereof, during the time
that we were at fea was fuch that our very tongues and lips cracked:
Such cruel hardlhips attend thole who go on voyages of difcovery! After
three days fail, we perceived an inlet which we concluded would lead to
a river or feme frefh water; fifteen mariners and three Ioldiers entered to
examine it, but what water they found was all fait, even where they funk
pits on the fhore, and when they returned with it, diftrefling as our
thirft: was we found it undrinkable. We called this the inlet of alliga
tors, from the number of thofe animals feen there. The reigning
winds of North and North Eaft at this time increafed to a florm which
we fortunately weathered, and then, having determined to return to the
Havannah, by the advice of Alaminos we ran for the coaft of Florida,
which by his maps, his degrees, and altitudes, he found to be diftant
about feventy leagues. With this navigation he was well acquainted, hav
ing been in that country in a voyage of difcovery with Juan Ponce de Leon,
ten or twelve years before. Accordingly, having failed for four days
acrofs the gulf, we difcovered that part of the coaft of America to which
we were bound.
;
rrzft w ;,h

When we approached the coaft, the firft objecft with us was to
obtain a fupply of water. Our captain, from his wounds and fufterings
by thirft, was finking hourly; on his account therefore and our own,
twenty

twenty of us, of which number I was one, went on fhore with the cafles.
The pilot Alaminos warned us to be prepared againft a fudden attack of
the natives, who had in that manner fallen on. him, in his former vifit
to this coaft. We accordingly put a good guard in. an open place near
the fhore, and proceeded to make wells,, in which to our great-fatisfaction we found excellent water „ We flayed about an hour fteeping
cloths in it, and wafhing our wounds,, and this delay enabled the In
dians to fall on us; for at the expiration of that period, one of our out
centinels came to give us the alarm of their approach, a few moments,
only before they appeared
*
Thefe Indians were very tall of ftature, and
were clothed in the fkins of animals
*.
They affailed us with a flight of
arrows, with which they wounded fix of us, and myfelf among the.
reft. We however beat them off, and they then went to fupport another
body of their countrymen, who, in their canoes, had attacked and
feized our boat, and were dragging it away with them, having
wounded the pilot Alaminos, and four of the mariners. We followed
. them clofe, and wading above our middles in the water, refeued the
boat, leaving in all twenty-two of them dead, and three who were
flightly wounded, we made prifoners; thefe however died in the voy
age. After the natives were beaten off", we enquired of the foldier
who brought the report of the enemy, what had become of his com
panion; he faid that a fhort time before, he faw him go towards the
water fide with a hatchet in his hand, to cut a palmita; that he fhortly
after heard him cry out as he fuppofed when the enemy were putting
him to death, and therefore he gave the alarm, the Indians appearing
immediately after. This foldier was named Berrio: he was the only
perfon who efcaped without a wound in Pontonchan. We went in
fearch of him, and found the plant which he had begun to cut, and the;
(and much trodden, but. no trace of blood: of courfe we concluded that
he had been carried off alive. After fearching for the fpace of an hour
we gave him up, and returned to the veffels with the water, which,
when our companions faw, they knew no moderation in their jayOne man in particular leaped into, the boat when it came along-fide the,
veflel, and feizing a calk of water, did not flop drinking until he died.
C
We

( io )
We then proceeded on our voyage by fome low Iilands named Los
Baxos de los Martires, where the veflel on board which our captain was
ftruck ground, and in confequence took .info much water that lhe was
near linking; indeed we feared that our utmoft exertions in pumping
could not bring her into port. There were as I recollect two failors of
the Levant on board: when we.called to them to aflift us in pumping
they replied, “ facetelo vos ! Do it yourfelves !” At this time we wereexhauftedby fatigue, and the veflel in the moft imminent danger of fink
ing: however we forced them to give us their afliftance, though un
willingly: and by our exertions, with the blefling of God, we arrived
fafely at Puerto de .Carenas, where is .now built the city of the Havanisah.
v r’

On our arrival an exprefs was forwarded to the Governor D.
Velafquez, to inform him that we had difcovered a‘ Country where the
houfes were built of lime and ftone, and the inhabitants decently clad j
that they fowed maize, and poflefled gold. Our captain went imme- .
diately to his eftate near Santi Spiritus, where he died in ten days after
his arrival. Three foldiers alfo died of their wounds in the Havahnah,
and the reft difperfed to their different homes or avocations. The fame
of our difcovery was fpread through the Iilands by the veflels on
their arrival. When fhe figures and idols which they brought were
produced, it was believed that they were antiques conveyed to thole
countries by a Jewifli colony, after the deftrudtion of their city by Titus
and Vefpafian. Our Indian prifoners on being alked if their country
produced gold, replied in the affirmative, which is contrary to fadt, as
has been fince well afcertained. The name which that part of the con
tinent now acquired, was owing to an equivocal expreflion or miftake of
Words. Yuca is the Infular name of‘the plant made life of for bread,
the heap of earth in which it is planted is called by thefe people, Tale; on
being queftioned relative to it, they faying they knew it, and ufing this
word with its lignification in their language, the two repeated together
made the word Yuca-tal, or Yucatan as it was exprefled by the Spaniards,
^and ever after remained applied to that part of America. Such was;all
.that

that the foldiers gained by this difcovery, from which we came back,
poor and wounded, and thought thofe fortunate who had reached their
homes alive, .for our lofs from firft to laft amounted to feventy of our
number. Diego Velafquez wrote to his patron the Bifhop of Burgos
relating the particulars of his difcovery and the expences he had been at,
for all which he obtained fame and credit with his Majefty, but not a
fyliable was faid of the poor foldiers who. had expended their properties,
and loft, or rifqued, their lives in the expedition.

Three foldiers of us whofe objedl was to reach the town of Trini
dad, as foon as our wounds were healed,, agreed with an inhabitant of
the Havannah who was goings thither in a canoe with a cargo of cotton
to fell, for our paflage, for which he was to be paid ten crowns of gold.
Accordingly we embarked with him, and after coafting for the fpace
of eleven days, we arrived near an Indian town named Canarreon, where
we were driven on fhore by a violent gale of wind. The canoe was
- daflied to pieces, and we with difficulty preached the land, naked,
wounded, and bruifed, by the violence of the waves. We had no re
source but in the clothing adopted by the firft pair, and in the fame
wood where we procured this, we found a fpecies of tough flexible roots
called Bejucos, with which we tied on our feet fandals made of the
bark of trees, which we cut out for that purpofe with fharp ftones $
and travelling thus for two days, we came to the village of
Yaguarrama where Fray Bartholome de las Cafas afterwards
Bifhop of Chiapa was then parifh prieft.
On the _ next day I
went to another town named Chipiona, belonging to Alonzo de Avila,
where, at the houfe of a friend named Anthonio de Medina I got
clothed, and then purfued my journey to St. Jago, where I found the
Governor Velafquez bufily employed in fitting out another armament for
difcovery. As he was my relation, and alfo as Governor, I went to
wait upon him, and after paying him my refpedts, he afked me if I was
able to undertake another expedition to Yucatan. I told him that he
fhould fay the land of wounds and calamity; to which he anfwered
that he knew we had fuflered much in the former voyage, but that
C2
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fuch was the fate of thofe who fought honor and fame in new difcoveriesg and that his Majefty fhould know and, reward our merits.
And
now,” continued he My fon, try your (fortune again, and I will put
you in a flation where you (hall acquire honor:”
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CHAPTER II.
Expedition of Juan de.Grijalva.

A.D. *1518

*
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HR Governor Diego Velafquez, encouraged by the accounts of
thofe who returned from the laft expedition, now fitted out a fecond
armament confifting of four (hips, two of which were employed in the
former voyage, and the other two were purchafed by himfelf. Thefe
veflels were to be commanded by his relation Juan de Grijalva, (in
chief,) Pedro de Alvarado, Francifco de Montejo, and Alonzo de Avila,
all perfons of valour, and poflefled of eftates in the Jflands. The charge
of the equipment was divided thus ; each captain found provifions and
failors, the arms and fome trifling, neceflaries were provided by the Go
vernor. The accounts of the richnefs of the country, efpecially thofe
given by the native Melchorejo, created an univerfal difppfition in thole
who were unprovided in the jflands to engage in the expedition. Ac
cordingly, two hundred and forty companions immediately entered themfelves, . amongft whom I determined to try my fortune a fecond time.
Each of us.depofited a certain fum to provide various neceflary
articles, both for the veflels and for durfelves in the field. The orders
and inftrudlions given by the -Governor to our chief were, to procure
and bring back all the gold and fiiver that he could, and he gave him
diferetionary power. to adt as he drought beflr, in regard to colonization
or eftablifhments. The Veedor appointed by us was named Penalofa,
and our chaplain was named Juan Diaz. We had the fame pilots who
had gone the former voyage, and a fourth whofe name I do not recoiled.
Our .rendezvous was at the port of Matanzas, which was convenient for
victualling, as the colonifts had their plantations and flares qf hogs in
that, neighbourhood.
The
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The name of Matanzas was given to this place on the following
account. Before the I (land was conquered, a Spanifh veflel was wrecked
on this coaft, in her voyage ftom St. Domingo to the Lucayan Blands
to procure flaves. Thirty men and women efcaped to the land, and were
met by a number of Indians who offered them an hofpitable reception,
and propofed to take them in their canoes . Our people being embarked,
when they were in the middle of the river the Indians upfet the canoes,-,
and killed or droWned them all except three men and one woman who
was handfome; fhe was taken by one of their principal Caciques, and
the three men were allotted to others. After the conquefl: of the IflandWas effected, (he and the Indian chief parted^ and I afterwards, knew her.
married in the city of Trinidad to one Pedro Sanchez Farfan; I was alfo
acquainted With the three men; one was named Gonzalo Mexia, another
Juan de St. Eftevan, and the third Cafcorro. This laft mentioned had
married the daughter of the Cacique to whofe lot he fell F and had hiscars and nofe bored like the Indians, .

On the fifth day of April 1518, after having heard mafs with great
devotion, we fet fail, and in ten days pafled the point of Guaniguanico/
called by the pilots St. Anton. In eight days more we came in fight of
the-Ifland of Cozumel, whither we were driven in part by the currents,,
which forced us farther down than when we came with Cordova.
Coaffing along fhe Ifland by the fouth, we perceived a landing place at
which our Captain Grijalva Went On fhore with a confiderable body of
foldiers. The natives of an adjacent town fled at the fight of the fliips,
But our people found two old men who could not follow them concealed
in fome maize. Our interpreters, Julianillo, and Melchorejo, under
stood thefe Indians very well, for that Bland is diftant but four leagues
from their native country. Grijalva treated them well, and made them
lome prefents, in hopes to be thereby able to induce the inhabitants to
return to their town, for which purpofe they were then difmifled.
Some time after, an Indian girl of a good perfon and countenance joined
us, and addrefled us in the language of the Bland of Jamaica, which is
the fame with that of Cuba, The account flie gave of herfelf was, that
fhe

flie had failed from Jamaica two years before in a large canoe with ten
of her countrymen, to fifh at certain fmall Iflands, and that the current
had driven them hither, where the natives had killed and facrificed her
hufband and all her companions. Our captain thought that this woman
might be ferviceable in inducing the natives to return; he therefore fent
her on a meflage to that effedt, for which he .allowed them a period of
twodays; but on the enfuing-one (he came back and informed us that fhe
could not prevail on any of them to do fo. We named, this place Santa
Cruz, having difcovered it on the day of that holy feftival. In the
town we found a quantity of honey in hives, vegetables, fuch as boniatos
and potatoes, and droves of hogs of the fpecies of the country with the
navel on the back. There were two fmaller towns in the Ifland which
we did not vifit, Grijalva perceiving further flay to be lofs of.time,
Purfuing the route of F. H. de Cordova, in eight days we arrived
at Champoton, and calling anchor at the diftance of a league from the
fhore, on account of the height of the tides, we difembarked one half
of our fbldiers, landing them clofe to the town. The natives, proud of
their former fuccefs, attacked us immediately on our landing in great
bodies, and with much military parade. Experience had taught.us to
go well prepared, and accordingly we brought falconets in our boats.
Half our number was wounded before we reached the land, but when we
formed, and had received a reinforcement by a fecond embarkation, we
foon drove them to the marfhes, with the lofs however of three of our
foldiers, and oUr captain received three arrows, and had two of his
teeth beaten out. When we entered the town after the defeat of the
natives, we found that they had removed all -their effects. Three of
them whom we had taken prifoners we thought by kind ufage to have
made friends of, and that they would have induced their countrymen
to return, but after we had difmifled them they never came back to us,
‘ and we fufpe€ted that our interpreters had treacheroufly fpoken to them in
oppofition to our intentions. The field where we fought with thefe
people was very ftony, and there was on it a prodigious fwarm of
Jocufts. Thefe animals during the action fprang up and ftruck us in
the
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the faces, fo that we hardly knew when to put up our flrields to guard
us, or whether they were arrows or locufts which flew round us, they
catne fo mixed together.
After four days flay in Champoton we re-embarked, and purfuing
our voyage arrived at w-hat appeared to be the entrance of a large river;
but our pilot Alaminos infilled that what we faw before us was an
Bland, and that he faw the termination of it. Thefe circumstances
caufed us to name the bay, Boca de Terminos. Captain de Grijalva
with many officers and foldiers Went to examine the bay and neigh
*
bouring country ; on the fliore they found fome adoratories or temples,
Built of lime and Hone,, and containing idols made of clay and wood,
fome in the figures of women, others of ferpents, and many horns of
deer. Thefe were the occafional offerings of traders or hunters, who
frequented thofe parts, for they were entirely uninhabited, but abun
dantly flocked with deer and rabbits. We killed ten of the former with
one greyhound, andffiany rabbits. The dog was left behind us on our
embarking, but when we returned with Cortes we found him on the
fhore, and he feemed to have fared well in our abfence for he was very
fat and fleek.
From the harbour of Boca de Terminos wecoafted WeftWard,and in.
three days arrived at another inlet, which being difcavered by founding
to be fhallow, was entered by the veflels of the lighteft burthen, in which
*
together with the boats, we embarked our whole force, as we perceived
numbers of armed 'Indians in canoes. We therefore judged that we
were near fame populous town or diftridt, and the more fo, as we found,
and took fifh out of nets
*
which were laid in the track of our veflels.
This River was called Tabafco from a native chieftain; but it was from
this time named in honor of our Captain, de Grijalva, and it is fb put
down in the maps. When We approached the fliore we heard the noifb
occasioned by the falling of timber, which Was a preparation, of defence,,
for they were very well acquainted with the tranfadlions of Pontonchan,
We difcmbarked at a point of land which was diftant about half a
league
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league from the town and where was a grove of palm trees, and the na
tives advanced againfl us here, painted and prepared for battle, in about
fifty canoes; but fortunately it was determined on our part, to addrefs
them through our interpreters, who declared to them our pacific inten
tions, and invited their chiefs to an interview. • Upon this,’about
thirty Indians landed, to whom we prefented beads and coloured glafs.
Our captain then caufed to be explained to them how we had come from
a diflant country, and were the vaffals of a great Prince to whom we re
commended them to fubmit, and further, that in exchange for thole
beads and glalfes, we expedited that they fhould give us a fupply of pro*
vilions
Two of them, a chief and priefl made anfwer to us by faying
that they would barter, and give us provifions: that as to a fovereign,
.they already had one, and that our demand was fo unfeafonable that
they advifed us to be cautious how we repeated that, or any fimiiar one,
left they fhould attack us as in Pontonchan, they having two Xiquipils
(eight thoufand men each,) of warriors ready for the purpofe, adding,
that though confident of their force, they had corrie to treat with us
amicably, and would repeat to their chiefs our propofal, and return to
us with their decilion for peace or war. Grijalva embraced them in
token of peace, and p relenting them with firings of beads, required
their fpeedy return with an anfwer, which they promifed and fulfilled,
.affuring us on the part of their chiefs, of the moll pacific conduct ;
and as it is the cullom of that country in amicable treaties to make
prefents, thirty Indians fhortly afterwards came to us loaded with broiled
filh, fowls, fruit, bread of maize, and veliels with lighted coals to
fumigate us with incenfe, and fpreading a mat upon the ground and a
mantle over it, they' laid thereon fome toys of gold made in the form
of birds, and lizards, and three necklaces of gold call like beads, with
.fome other trifles not altogether worth two hundred crowns;, they alfo
produced fome cotton mantles and other articles of clathing ufed by them,
laying, that we fhould receive their prefent kindly, it being the whole
of the gold that they were able to collect. But they added, that more
to the Well there was abundance -thereof, repeating feveral times,
“ Mexico,’’and “Culua,” words which we at that timedid not underfland.
D
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We were fatisfied however by this proof that there was gold in the
Country, and we haftened to quit our ftation, where a gale of wind from
the North, fuch as was to be hourly expected, might prove fatal to us..
In two days fail from this place, we arrived oppofite to a town on
the coaft, named Aguayaluco, where we obferved the inhabitants pa
rading, armed with fhields of the (hell of the turtle, which being polifhed and fhining in the fun our foldiers iniifted were of gold. This
place we named La Rambla. We next came to an inlet where the river
Farole difcharges itfelf: this we named the river of St. Anthonio. Con
tinuing, our route by the mouth of the great river Guacayalco, and the
high chain of mountains which are covered with perpetual fnow, as alfo
others nearer the fea and which we named the ridge of St. Martin, be
cause they were firft defcried by one of our foldiers of that name, Alva
rado difcovered and entered the river called by the natives Papalohuna,
but by us afterwards the river of Alvarado, where the natives of a place
named Tlatocalpa prefented him with fome fifh. Our chief was much
difpleafed with the conduct of this officer, for whofe return we were
obliged to wait for the fpace of three days, and gave orders that in future
no fhip fhould ever feparate from the fquadron, left an accident fhould
happen where it might not be poffible to afford affiftance. As foon as
Alvarado had rejoined us we proceeded on our voyage until we came to
the river Vanderas, fo called by us on account of the white banners
which we obferved upon the fhore, and which were borne by numbers
of Indians, who waved them as a fignal of invitation to us.

it is now well known through moft of Chriftendom, that Mexico
is a city as large as Venice, and built in the fame manner upon the
water, alfb that the numerous and extenfive provinces of that Empire
were ruled by a great Monarch named Montezuma, whofe thirft for
conqueft induced him to extend his views’to the utmoft limits of poffibility. This Monarch had received information of our firft expedition
under Cordova, of the battle of Champoton, that we were very few in
number, and that we came to procure gold in exchange for certain
’
articles
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articles which we brought with us. All thefe particulars had been
faithfully reported to him by painted representations tranfmitted by exprefles to his court. Montezuma therefore on our arrival coming to his
knowledge, iffued orders to his officers to procure from us in exchange
for gold, our green glafs beads, on which they fet great value, not
knowing them to be artificial, and he had alfo given them inftrudions,
to endeavour to make particular enquiry, both as to our perfons and in
tentions. We alfo underftood that he was much influenced by an ancient
prophecy which is faid to have declared, that men were to come from
where the fun rifes to rule that country. In compliance with thefe
orders, his officers were now upon the coafl and making figns o.f invita
tion to us. This induced our general to fend a party to the fliore under
the command of Capt. F. de Montejo ; the weather was favorable, an
unufual circumftance on that coafl; we therefore landed without diffi
culty, and found the governor of that diftrid, under Montezuma,
attended by many natives with provifions of fowls, bread, and fruit,
fuch as pines, and fapotes. They were repofing upon mats under the
fhade of fome trees, and invited us by figns to do the fame, for our In
dians of Cotoche did not underftand their language; they alfo, as on
former occafions, prefented us with incenfe. Our reception being re
ported to our chief, Grijalva, he immediately landed with the whole of
the foldiers, and as foon as his rank was made known to the Indians,
they treated him with the greateft refped, which he returned with
equal courtefy, and ordered beads and cut glafs to be diftributed to them,
lignifying his wifh to procure gold in return; in confequence of which,
we obtained pieces of gold of various workmanfhip, to the value of
fifteen thoufand crowns. It mlift be this gold that Gomara and Oviedo
mean, when they fay in their hiftories that fo much was obtained in
Tabafco, a country in which that metal is not to be found at all, or but
in very fmall quantity. We at this time took pofleffion of thefe terri
tories under the Governor of Cuba, and in his Majefty
*s
name; and
after diftributing fome fhirts of European manufadure among the na
tives, we re-embayed, taking with us one of them, who was baptized
and named Francifco. I faw him after the conquefl of Mexico, fettled
D2
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and married at a place called Santa Fe, After flaying here fix days we
now re-embarked and failed along the coaft, palling a low Ifland diftant
-three leagues from the main, called by us Ifla Blanca. Farther on
we came to a large one, diftant about a league and a half therefrom,
where a party commanded by our captain went on Ihore. Our people
found on this laft mentioned Ifland two buildings of lime and ftone, well
-conftrudted, each with fteps, and an altar placed before certain hideous
figures, the reprefentations of the Gods of thefe Indians, They found
alfo here the bodies of five unfortunate perfons who had been facrificed on
the preceding night, their hearts cut out, their limbs feparated from the
bodies, and the walls and altars ftained with their blood. This Ifland
was named Ifla de Los Sacrificios. Oppofite to it on the continent we
landed, and conftrudting huts, remained fome time time in expectation
of trading with the natives for gold: Many Indians came thither, but
brought very little of that metal, and appeared (hy and timorous; in
confequence of w hich we re-embarked, and proceeded.
On our arrival at that part of the coaft where the town of St. Tuan
■de Ulua is now built, we lodged ourfelves in huts which we conftruCted
upon the fand hills, and having founded the harbour we found good
anchorage, and it was fecure to the North. A party of thirty of us
Commanded by our captain then proceeded to examine the Ifland, where
we found a temple containing a very large and hideous image intended
to reprefent a Godx the name given to which was Tezcatepuca. Here
were four Indians in long black mantles refembling the habit of the Do
minicans; thefe were priefts, and they had that day facrificed two boys,
and offered their hearts t© that curfed idol. On our entering they came
io us with their pots of incenfe, hut we could not endure.it, being difgufted and grieved at the fight, and the horrid cruelty of their facrifices.
Our interpreter who (hewed fome marks of .intelligence being queftioned
as tothecaufe of thofe victims being put to death in that manner, made
anfwer as well as he could, that it was done by the Indians of Culvaor
Culchua, meaning the Mexicansbut he pronounced this word, Ulua,
'a name which ever after diftinguifhed the place. It was called St. John,
•
partly
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partly bccaufc this was the day of St; John, and partly in compliment
to our chief, Juan de Grijalva. The neighbouring Indians brought us
dome gold, but in fo trifling a quantity as not to be worth mentioning,
and here we remained feven days defperately annoyed by the mofquitos.
Our bread now growing yery bad, and our wounded men declining,
-being alfo convinced that the land where we were was a part of the con
tinent, and our number having been fo reduced as to be infufficient for
colonization, it was determined to fend P. de Alvarado to Cuba for a
■reinforcement, which was accordingly done, for our chief was very
anxious to eftablifh a fettlement, and always fhewed himfelf a moft va
liant officer, the very reverie of what would be fuppofed,.from.the
afperfions caff upon him by Gomara.

From the time of our failing the Governor of Cuba had always
been penfive and unfcafy as to our fate;- at length he determined to fend
a veffel in fearch of us, commanded by a valiant foldier named Chriftoval de Oli: but after De Oli had failed for fome time in our track, he
met with a gale of wind which fo fhatteredhis veflcl that he was obliged
to return to Cuba, without having gained in any degree the intelligence
he was fent for. This was a great difappointment to Velafquez; how
ever he was foon relieved by the arrival of Alvarado. The difplay of
the gold ftruck the governor and all who law it with aftoni&ment j and
Velafquez thought he never could fufficiently fhew his favor to one who
had brought fueh agreeable intelligence; Alvarado was feafted and ho
nored, and the fame of the newly difeovered and wealthy country was
diffufed and enhanced through the Iflands, and foon reached Caftille.
'We determined now to extend our difeoveries as far as circumftances would permit, andpalling bythe mountains of Tufta andTufpa,
we approachedthe province of PanucO., thickly fet with populous towns,
■about three or four leagues from thecoaft; and advancing further, ar
rived at the river de Canoas, fo named by us on account of what I am
going to relate. We were here fuddenly attacked while at anchor by
iten canoes filled with Indians; they fell viplently on the fmalleft ihip,
avhich
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which was commanded by Alonzo de Avila, and it feems as if their intention was to have carried her off, for they cut the cable, notwiths
tanding the gallant defence made by thole on board j bur we lent them
fpeedy afliftance , whereby the enemy were forced to retreat with a confiderablc lofs. We then weighed anchor and purfued our route, until
we arrived at a very bold point of land, which the violence of the cur
rent, according to the report of our pilot, did not allow us to double;
whereupon it was determined in council to return to the Ifland of Cuba,
contrary to . the opinion of Grijalva who was anxious to eftablifli a fettlement, but was oppofed for feveral reafons, fuch. as the latenefs of the
feafon, want of provifions, and hardfhips already fuflained by the
troops.

We therefore fet fail upon our return, in which, aided by the cur
rent, we made way rapidly, and entering the river of Tonala, were
obliged to delay, in order to repair one of our (hips. This veflel (truck
three times in crofling the bar, on which the water is (hallow. The
natives came to us here very amicably, and brought provifions of bread,
fi(h, and fruits. We prefented them with beads and cut glafs, defiring
gold in return, and this being made known in the neighbourhood, the
inhabitants of Guacacualco and other places brought to us what gold
was in their pofleflion.

It was a cuftom of the Indians of this province invariably, to carry
fmall hatchets of copper, very bright, and the wooden handles , of
which were highly painted, as intended both for defence and ornament.
Thefe were fuppofed by us to be gold, and were of courfe eagerly purchafed, infomuch that within three days we had amongfl: us procured
above fix hundred, and were while under the miftake as well pleafed
with our bargain, as the Indians with their green beads. One mariner
thought he had made his fortune, having purchafed feven of them. I
recoiled: alfo that a foldier named Bartholome Pardo entered a temple
which was on the fummit of a high mount, and there found in a chefl:
fome diadems and collars of gold, and two figures of idols. The gold
he

(

»3

)

he kept for himfelf, and prelented the idols to our Commandant. The
ftory however came to the ears of the latter, who inlifted on having the
gold, but was induced to leave it with the poor man on his paying his
Majefty’s fifth, and the whole was not worth eighty crowns.
As this country is infefted by mofquitos, in order to
* avoid them
I went to lleep in a large temple, near which I at this timefowed feven
or eight feeds of oranges, which I had brought, from Cuba. They
grew very well, for the priefts of the temple took, care of them when they
few that they were uncommon plants This I mention, becaufe they
were the firft trees of the kind that ever grew in New Spain. After the
conqueft of Mexico, this province being conlidered as offering the
greateft advantages, was chofen by moft of the principal perfons amongft
the conquerors, of which number I was one; and on my arrival there
I went in learch of, and found my young trees ftourilhing, and having
tranfplanted them, they all did very welL
We now embarked, leaving the natives very well fetisfied with us,
and failed for Cuba, where we arrived after a voyage of forty-five days.
The governor was well pleafed with the gold,, which amounted in value
to twenty thoufend crowns: but there was much laughter when the fix
hundred hatchets were produced
*,
and' allayed; the governor however
was on the whole contented^ though he appeared for a time difpleafed
with Grijalva, which was owing to the unjuft alperlions of the two
Captains, Avila and Montejo..

Velafquez now wilhing to convey to his Majefty the firft account
of his voyages of difeovery, and the refult of them, fent his chaplain
Benito Martinez to Caftille with letters to his patron the Bifhop of
Burgos, and to the Licentiate Juan Zapata, and Secretary Lope Conchillos, both of whom were employed in the affairs of the Spanifh fettlements in the Weft Indies. With all thefe, who were perfons in
power, Velafquez had created a fttong'intereft for himfelf, by giving
them rich diftri&s in the Iilands, preferring thereby his own intereft
to
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to 5 mat cThi^Majeify, "Martinez was inferudlcd to obtain for the go
vernor# patent or commiffion to procure gold, and to make conquests
and fettlemerits as he judged expedient, through all the newly difcoveretj
countries .This he not only completely effected, butfuch. was the fatisfadtion of thofe in power with the conduct of Velafquez, and the proofs
which he ferit of the wealth of thofe countries, that Martinez alfo
brought back with him a commiflion for his employer,, of Adelantadu
of the Ifland of Cuba,.
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CHAPTER III.

Expedition of H. Cortes,

A. D. 1518.

The Governor of Cuba was

anxious to profecute the advantages of
.which the expedition of Grijalva afforded him fo flattering a profpeCt.
For this purpofe he provided ten fhips at the port of St. Jago, four of
which had been on the former voyage, and fupplied them with fuch
provifions as that place afforded, but their full complement of neceflaries
and appointments was to be taken in at the Havannah. Great differ
ence of opinion exifted as to the appointment of a chief: Vafco Porcallo
a man of quality and related to the Count de Feria wras propofed, but
Velafquez was afraid to trull his armament with one of his bold cha
racter, lefl he Ihould revolt, and declare himfelf independent. Auguftin
Vermudez, Anthonio Velafquez Borrego, and Bernardino Velafquez,
all relations of the governor, were alfo fpoken of, but the foldiers were
in general inclined towards Grijalva.

Juft at this time Andres de Duero, fecretary to the governor, and
.Amador de Lares, the Contador of his Majefty in Cuba, made a private
propofal to a refpeCtable Hidalgo named Hernando Cortes, a native of
Medellin in Eftremadura, and fon of Martin Cortes de Monroy, and of
Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, both, though poor, Hidalgos, and of the
good lineages of that province. Hernando Cortes pofleffed a property
in the Ifland of Cuba, had been twice Alcalde there, and had lately
from motives of inclination married a lady named Donna Catalina Suarez
Pacheco, daughter of Diego Suarez Pacheco of Avila, and of Maria de
Mercaida a Bifcayan. This marriage brought much trouble upon
Cortes, and he was frequently in confinement by the interference of D.
Velafquez. Leaving this to be related more fully by others, I will now
however proceed in my narrative of what took place between Cortes and
E
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the Secretary and Contador. Thefe two officers, the particular confi
dential friends of Velafquez, agreed with Cortes to procure by their.intcreft with the governor his appointment to the command of the arma
ment, on condition of his giving them, each, equal parts with himfelf,
in the treafure which fhould come to his fhare; for the commiffion was
to be extended no farther than barter and obtaining gold, and not to
colonization. 'This being agreed amongft them, the Secretary and Con
tador took fuch meafures, praifing and recommending Cortes, and
vouching for his fidelity, to Velafquez, who hadftood as father to him
at his marriage, that they fucceeded in obtaining the Commiffion for
him, which, it being the office of the fecretary to draw it up, was done
as the proverb fays with very good ink, and fully, ratified, according to
(the with ofCortes.
As foonas the appointment was made public, to fome it gave fatis faction, and others were difpleafed at it; and one Sunday, the gover
nor going as ufual to mafs attended by the moft refpedtable perfons of
the town and neighbourhood, he placed Hernando Cortes by Way of
diftihdtion on his right hand; upon which occafion one Cervantes,
called the mad, a kind of buffoon, ran before them repeating his abfurdities fuch as, ** Huzza for my mafter XXiego, what a captain has he
“ chofen! And how foon he will/ lofe his.fleet 1” With much of that
kind, but all having a malicious tendency. Andres de Duero who was
prefent cuffed him, and bid him be filent, xfaying he well knew that he
repeated what others put in his mouth, but the rogue perfevered, adding,
that he would quit his old mafter, and follow the fortunes of Cortes.
It was certain that the relations of Velafquez hired him to repeat thole
things under the colour of folly, and, to alarm the governor; but. all he
faid turned out literally true.
■ Cortes immediately on his appointment proceeded with the greateff
activity in making his preparations; he alfo drefled and appeared in
much greater ftate as to his own perfon than before; wearing a plume
of feathers, and a gold medal in his cap, which ornaments became him
very
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very well. His funds, were very inadequate to this expence, for he was
much indebted and diftreffed, although he had a good eftate; being very
extravagant, both as to himfelf and the drefs and ftate of his wife; but
certain merchants,, his friends, named Jaime or Jeronymo Tria, and
Pedro de Xeres, perceiving that he was riling in the world, and fortune
likely to favor him, advanced him four thoufand crowns in money, and
merchandizes alfo, upon his property. With this, he caufed to be made
a ftandard of gold and velvet, with the royal arms and a crofs embroi
dered thereon, and a latin motto, the meaning of which was, “ Brothers
“ follow this holy crofs with true faith, for with, it we (hall conquer.”

It was proclaimed by beat of drum and found of trumpet, that all
fuch as entered the fervice in the prefent expedition, fhould have their
fhares of what gold was obtained, aud grants of land, as foon as the
conqueft was effected. I muft obferve, that notwithstanding this was
announced to be by his Maj efly’s commiflion and authority, the Chap
lain Benito Martinez had not yet returned from Caftille. The procla
mation however was no fooner made, than by general inclination, as
well as the private influence of Cortes, volunteers offered themfelves
every where. Nothing was to- be ieen or fpoken of but felling lands to
purchafe arms and horfes, quilting coats of mail, making bread, and
falting pork for fea ftore. Above three hundred of us aflembled in the
town of St. Jago. The principal perfons in the family of the governor
entered with us ; Diego de Ordas his firfl: Major Domo was lent by
him as a fpy upon Cortes, whom he already began to fufpe€l, although
he diflimulated: and F. de Moria, Efcobar, Heredia, Ruano, Efcudero, Ramos de Lares,, and many others were all adherents of the
governor.
The relations of Velafquez ftill continued to be much diflatisfied
with him, and envious of the fortune of Cortes upon this occafion ;
they knew that a bitter enmity had fubfifted between the two on account
of certain circumflances attending his late marriage, and they omitted
nothing that could be done to induce the governor to revoke his comE2
‘
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miffion. Of this Cortes was very well advifed, and for that reafom
took care always to be in his company, and to appear entirely devoted
to him. Andres de Duero alfo warned Cortes to ufe all poffible expe
dition, as he perceivedthat Velafquez was already wavering, from the
importunities,of his relations. Leaving therefore to his Lady Donna
Catalina the care of fupplying him with what was neceflaiy for his
voyage, Gortes warned all his captains, mailers, pilots, and foldiers,
to be on board at the given time, which having feen fully complied
with, he went, accompanied by his friends the Secretary and Contador,to take his leave of Velafquez, whom he parted from with great , politenefs, and many affurances of fervice on both fides. On the enfuing
morning he embarked, being accompanied by the governor to his ihip,
and fetting fail-immediately, our fleet arrived in a few days at the town
of Trinidad.
There were in the town of Trinidad at this period very refpedlable
and opulent Hidalgos, from whom all of us, but Cortes in particular,
experienced a moil hofpitable reception. Cortes here planted the royal
flandard in front of his quarters, and caufed a proclamation to be made,
inviting volunters, a number of whom, Hidalgos of moil refpedtable
■families, and perfons of wealth, immediately joined us j amongil theie
vvere the Alvarados and Alonzo de Avila.

At the call of Cortes, Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, coufln of
the Count de Medellin, Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velafquez de Leon
a relation of the governor, Rodrigo Rangel, Gonzalo Lopez de Ximena,
his brother Juan Lopez, and Juan Sedeno alfo came from the town of
Santi Spiritus. They joined us in a body, and were received with re
joicings, difcharge of artillery, and all the marks of refpedt and courteiy,
due to fuch honorable perfons. Proviiions were procured from the
•eflates of theie Cavaliers, and the number of our companions was hourly '
increaiing, but it was very difficult to obtain horfes. Cortes ilripped
himfelf of fome of his golden ornaments, and therewith purchaied a
grey mare for his friend. Puertocarrero, whofe means did not permit him
•
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to go to that expence, and at this time a veflel arriving with a cargo of
provi lions, the owner immediately waited on Cortes to kifs his hands,
and enrolling himfelf with us, Cortes bought both fhip and lading
■from him upon credit. His name was hedeno.
From the time that we quitted the port of St. Jago, the relations
of Velafquez had not ceafed to work upon his mind, in order to induce
hifn to fupercede Cortes in thecommand. -In this they were much aided
by one Juan Millan, an aftrologer, and confidercd to be mad. This old
man, to whom the governor gave .an ear, was constantly telling him
how Cortes would be revenged for ‘fome former injuries, upon an occafion when Velafquez had thrown him into prifon. {Every action of
Cortes .was alfo explained in the moft unfavorable manner, his fudden
failing was dwelt on, and the fecret treaty with the Secretary and Con
tador furmifed. Velafquez in confequence of thefe reprefentations, fent
two confidential perfons, with pofitive orders to his brother-in-law the
Alcalde Major of the town of Trinidad, who was named Francifco Ver
dugo, to take the fleet and troops from uuder the command of Cortes,
he having been fuperceded, and Vafco Porcallo appointed in his place.
Diego de Ordas, Francifco de Moria, and all the .friends a,nd relations
of Velafquez alfo received orders to the fame effedt.

Cortes who was well aware of thefe proceedings, exerted himfelf
to fuch.effect, that by promifes and other ways, he contrived to bring
over all thole upon whom Velafquez relied, and efpecially Diego de
Ordas, to his own intereft, which the latter fupported moft effectually
with the Alcalde Verdugo by his perfuafions and arguments, reprefenting to him the danger that would refult from any violent meafures.
Such was the talent of Cortes in making friends, that the very meflengers fent by Velafquez with the orders, came over to him, one of them
Pedro Laffo enrolling himfelf under his command. By the other
Cortes wrote to the governor, exprefling his attachment to him in the
ftrongeft terms, his furprife at the ftep that he had been induced to take,
and his requeft to him, not to let himfelf be deceived by the mifrepre< ,L .7
'
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feittations of his enemies, and of the old madman Juan Millan. Thus
Cortes continued in his command. The twelve enfuing days were
pafled in preparations; all the
* fmiths of the city were employed in
making arrow heads for the crofs-bows, and alfo engaged to join the
expedition.

.

Cortes perceiving that nothing more was to be done at the town of
Trinidad, gave orders for the fleet to fail for the Havannah, and alfo,
that all fuch as chofe to proceed thither by land fhould go under the
command of Pedro de Alvarado, who was to receive the volunteers who
expected us in fome fettlements upon our road. I and about fifty more
marched with Alvarado; and Cortes, having difpatched one veflel to
the Havannah under the command of his friend Juan de Efcafente by a
northern route, embarked, and fet fail with his whole fleet for that
port, by the South. All the fhips except that on board of which
Cortes was, arrived at the Havannah without any accident, and our
land party having alfo reached that town, we were there for the fpace of
feven days, that we could not by any means account for his abfence.
We were very apprehenfive that the (hip was loft in feme fhoals called
Los Jardines, and it was determined to fail with three vefiels in fearch
of it, but as there was no one to command, the time was fpent in dis
putes, and faction began to exift as to the choice of a fubftitute for
Cortes, until we fhould know what was become of him. The perfon
who was moft particularly bufy on this occafion was Diego de Ordas.
At length thefe intrigues were put a flop to by the appearance of Cortes
himfelf. The fhip which he was on board of had ftruck upon a fhoal,
but being near the land they had got her off, by lightening her of a part
of the cargo.

As loon as Cortes arrived, he took his quarters at the houfe of Pedro
Barba the Lieutenant of Velafquez, where he planted his ftandard before
the door, and beat up for volunteers. He was accordingly ibon joined
by Francifco de Montejo, Diego de Soto, one Angulo, Garci Caro, Sebaftiant Rodriquez, Pacheco, Gutierrez, and Rojas
*
(not Rojas the
wealthy)

wealthy) alfo by a lad named Santa Clara, two brothers named Los
Martine# de Frexenal, and Juan de Najara, (not the deaf man of the
tennis court in Mexico,) all perfons of quality, befides many other
foldiers, whpfe names I do not recollect.
Cortes judged it neceflary to fend Diego de Ordas to the eftate of
the governor at Guaniguanico, for more provifions of bread and bacon,
and with directions to wait there for further orders. This he did,
knowing that during his abfence De Ordas had fbewn himfelf by no
means attached to his intereft. Cortes now brought his artillery which
confided of ten brafs guns and fome falconets, on Ihore, and gave them
in charge to four cannoniers named Mefa, Arbenga, Juan Catalan, and
Bartholome de Ufegre. He alfo ordered the crofs-bows to be infpedled,
fthe cords, nuts, and arrows, to be put in proper repair, and their range
to be afeertained by trial at a mark; and as the country about the Ha
*
vannah produces -much cotton, the foldiers provided themfelves with
good quilted jackets of that material,

Cortes now began to affume (late in his eftablifhment, and to ap
pear in a high character. His fteward of the houfehold was one Guz
man, (not he who took Guatimotzin prifoner,) his chamberlain was
one Rodrigo Rangel, and his Major domd Juan de Caceres. He ordered
mangers to be fitted up in all the (hips, and (lores of maize and hay to
be put on board for the horfes, of which I will now defcribe fuch as
tpafled over with us.
Captain General Cortes, had a chefnut horfe which died in St.
JuandeUlua: Pedro de Alvarado, and H. Lopez de Avila, {in partnerfhip) an excellent, chefnut mare, for exercife, or fervjcej after our
arrival in new Spain Alvarado took her entirely to himfelf, either by
purchafe or by force: Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, agreymareof
good fpeed, bought for him by Cortes: J. Velafquez de Leon, a very
powerfid grey mare called La Rabona, (docked tail) well drefled, and
of great fpeed: Ghriftoval de Oli, a dark chefnut horfe, tolerably good :
Francifco
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Francifco de Montejo, Alonzo de Avila, (between :them) a dark chef
nut, not fit for ferviee: Francifco de Moria, a dark chefnut horfe, of
great fpeed and well drefled: Juan de Efcalante, a light chefnut horfe,
not good for ferviee: Diego de Ordas, a tolerable grey mare, but of no
fpeed: Gonzalo Dominguez, an excellent horfeman, a dark chefnut
horfe, very good, and of great fpeed: Pedro Gonzales Truxillo, a good
chefhut horfe, and fpeedy 5 Moron of Vaimo, a dappled grey, well on
his haunches : Vaena of La Trinidad, a dapple, fomewhat black; this
horfedid hot turn out well: Lares the good horfeman, a very good
horfe, bright chefnut, of great fpeed: Ortiz the mufician and Bartholome Garcia who had gold mines, a horfe called El Harriero, one of
the beft that came over with ns: Juan Sedeno of the Havannah, a chef
nut mare which foaled in the fhip. Sedeno was the richeft man in pur
army, poflefling alfo a fhip, a negro, bread, and bacon; fome of which
articles were indications of great wealth at that time, for horfes and
negroes were hardly to be procured for any money,

I mutt now revert to the proceedings of Velafquez, who was more
determined than ever to deprive Cortes of the command. He was en
raged when he found that Verdugo had neglected his orders, and re
proached his Secretary and the Contador with having deceived him,
He now therefore fent a confidential perfon named Garnica to his Lieut.
Pedro Barba, at the Havannah, with orders to him, and letters to his
friends De Ordas and Velafquez de Leon, earneftly foliciting them by
no means to fuffer the fleet to proceed, but to arreft Cortes, and fend him
a dole prifoner to St. Jago. The meflenger was no fooner arrived than
Cortes knew his bufineis, for he brought with him letters from a friar
who was abo.ut the governor, tp our Chaplain Fray Bartholome de Ol
medo, whereby the Secretary and Contador conveyed intelligence of all
-the fchemes of Velafquez. Diego de Ordas it has been already mentioned
had been fent out of the way; the other perfon, Velafquez de Leon,
Cortes had now brought over completely to his fide, for he was difpleafed with the governor for not having taken, as he thought, proper
.Care of him. As to the Alvarados, Puertocarrero, Montejo, De Oli,
_
Efcalante,
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Efcalante, the two Monjarazes, and all the reft of us, the Lieut. Go
vernor not excepted, we would with pleafure have laid down our lives
for him; fo that if the orders of Velafquez were concealed in La Tri
nidad, they were completely fupprefled in the Havannah, for Pedro
Barba wrote an anfwer telling him that he dare not put them in execu
tion, fuch was the popularity of Cortes ; and that he was fure if he
were to attempt it, the town would be facked, and Cortes would carry
away all the inhabitants with him. Cortes alfo wrote to Velafquez profefling his eternal devotion to his intereft, and informing him that it
was his intention to fail on the enfuing day.
The whole fleet iailed for the Ifland of Cozumel on the tenth
of February 1519.
Our (hip, which was commanded by Alva
rado, was lent round by the north, under orders to wait for the fleet at
the point of St. Anton; and Cortes alfo fent directions to Diego de Ordas
to do the fame; but our pilot neglected his interactions, and proceeded
for Cozumel, where we on this account arrived two days before the
reft. As foon as we had caft anchor our whole party went to the town
of Cozumel, which we found abandoned by the inhabitants. We then
proceeded to another place from which the natives fled at our approach,
but not in fufficient time to move their effects, for we found a quantity
of fowls, and fome idols, toys, and ornaments of debated gold in the
temple of the place, wherewith we returned to the town near which
our fliip was at anchor. At this time Cortes and his fleet arrived, and
the firft thing that he did was to put our pilot Camacho in irons, for
not having obeyed his orders. He then tent for Alvarado, and gravely
reprehended him for his imprudence in feizing the property of the na
tives, telling him that was by no means the way to effect any good in
the country, and he immediately ordered two men and a woman whom
they had made prifoners to be brought before him, and through our
interpreter Melchorejo, defired them to call back their countrymen to
their habitations, and aflured them that they need be under no apprehenfions. He ordered all the articles that had been taken to be returned,
for the fowls which had been eaten he paid in beads and trinkets, and
F
' '
to

(

34

)

to each of the three natives he preferited a fhirt. The people were fo
fatisfied with this treatment, that on the enfuing day the chief of the
place and all the inhabitants returned, and mixed with us in fo eafy and
amicable a manner, that it would have been fuppofed we had pafled our
whole lives together.
Cortes now began to take the command upon him in earned:, and
our Lord was pleafed to give him grace, that whatever he undertook
he fucceeded in.
In the three days which we pafled here, Cortes ordered a review of
his troops, which amounted to five hundred and eight, the mariners
not included. The number of thefe was one hundred and nine. We
had fixteen cavalry, eleven fhips large and fmall, including a brigantine
belonging to one Gines Nortes, thirteen mufketeers, ten brafs field
pieces, four falconets, and (as well as I recolledt) thirty-two crofs-bows
with plenty of ammunition. Healfo ordered the artillery-men to put
their guns in order, and appointed one Francifco de Orozca, who had
been a good foldier in Italy, his captain of artillery. But I know not
why I now watte fo much ink in relating this, for truly he ufed the
greateft vigilance and exadnefs in all things relating to the fervice he
was upon.
'
' ;

Cortes now fent for me and a Bifcayan named Martin Ramos, in
order to queftion us as to our opinions of the meaning of the word
“ Caftillan/
*
fo frequently repeated by the Indians of Cotoche, when
we came with Captain Hernandez de Cordova ; adding that he was
convinced that it mutt allude to fome Spaniards in that country: for
which reafon, he questioned the native chiefs upon the fubjedt. They
all anfwered in the affirmative, and certain indian merchants then in
Cozumel aflured us that they had fpoken to them a few days before.
Cortes was anxious to obtain their releafe, and being informed that
compensation would he expected, he amply provided his meflengers for
the purpofe. By thefe perfons he fent letters to them, and he ordered
’
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for this fervice two light veflels, with twenty crofs-bowmen and mufketeers under the command of Diego de Ordas. One (hip was to remain at
the point of Cotoche for eight days, while the meflengers went and fce
*
turned, and the fecond was to bring the reports to Cortes how the
bufinefs proceeded.
The places where the Spaniards were faid to refide, were diftant
from the point of Cotoche only about four leagues. The letter which
Cortes fent was as follows. “ Gentlemen and brothers; here in Co** zumel I have been informed that you are detained prifoners by aca^'
** cique: I requeft as a favour that you will forthwith join me. I fend
“ a (hip and foldiers, with whatever is neceflary for your ranfom; they
** have orders to wait eight days, but come with all difpatch to me,
“ from whom you fhall receive\very afliftance and protection. I am
here with eleven (hips and five hundred foldiers, with which I will,
with the afliftance of God, proceed to Tabafco, Pontonchan, &c. &c.”

The merchants of Cozumel to whom this bufinefs was intruded
being embarked, the fhips crofted the gulf, and the letters were in two
days received by a Spaniard named Jerdnymo de Aguilar, together with
the beads lent for his ranfom. He immediately waited upon his mafter,
who accepted them with fatisfadiion, and gave him his liberty. Aguilar
then went to his companion Alonzo Guerrero, and having made known
his bufinefs, Guerrero replied to him as follows : “ Brother Aguilar, I
" am married; I have three fens, and am a cacique and captain in the
** wars; go you in God’s name; my face is marked, and my ears’
** bored; what would thofe Spaniards think of me if I went among
them ? Behold thefe three beautiful boys; I befeech you give me for
♦* them fome of thofe green beads, and fay that my brother fent them
“ as a prefent to me from our country.” The man’s wife who was
prefent now became greatly enraged and faid in her language, *- See this
** Have how he comes to feduce my hufband!” Aguilar perfevered in
advifing the other not to lofe his precious foul for the fake of an Indian/
or at any rate if he could not part from his wife and children, to bring
*
_
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them with him; but he could not be induced to quit his home. When
Aguilar faw that it was impoflibe to move him, he came with the indian meflengers to the part of the coafl where the (hips had been flationed; but they had already failed, for the eight days to which De
Ordas confidered himfelf limited, and one more, were expired ; and
De Ordas defpairing of the return of his meflengers, had gone back to
Cozumel, fo that Aguilar was forced to return with great forrow to his
Indian mailer. Cortes was exceedingly difpleafed at De Ordas, for re
turning without the Spaniards, or even thofe whom he fent in quefl of
them.
Certain tailors named thePenyates of Gibraleon, were at this time
accufed of Healing bacon from one Berrio a foldier, and a general exa
mination and queflions upon oath taking place, they denied it, but upon
a fearch, proofs were brought home to them, and notwithflanding
much interceflion was made, Cortes ordered feven of them to be feverely
whipped.
There was on the Ifland of Cozumel a temple, and. fome hideous
idols, to which all the Indians of the neighbouring diflridls ufed to go
frequently in folemn proceflion. One morning the courts of this temple
were filled with Indians, and curiofity having alfo drawn many of us
thither, we found them burning odoriferous refins like our incenfe, and
fhortly after, an old man in a large loofe mantle afcended to the top of
the temple, and harangued or preached to the multitude for a confiderable time. Cortes who was prefent at length called Melchorejo to him,
to queflion him in regard to the evil doctrines which the old man was
delivering; he then fummoned all the caciques and chief perfons to
come to him, and as well as he could, by figns and interpretations, ex
plained to them that the idols which they worfhipped were not gods,
but evil things, which would draw their fouls down to hell, and that if
they wifhed to remain in a brotherly connection with us, they mufl pull
them down, and place in their Head the crucifix of our Lord, by whole
afliftarice they would obtain good harvefls, and the falvation of their
fouls;
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fouls ; with many other good and holy rcafons, w hie h he exp re fled
very well. The prieft and . chiefs replied, that they worfliipped thefe
gods as their anceftors had done, becaufe they were kind to them ; and
that if we attempted to molefl: them, the gods would convince us of their
power, by deftroying us in the fea. Cortes then ordered them to be
proftrated, which we immediately did, rolling them down fome fteps.He next fent for limet of which there was abundance in the place, and
indian mafons, by whom, under our direction, a very handfome altar
was conftrudted, whereon we placed an image of the Holy Virgin, and
the carpenters, having made a- crucifix which was eredled in a fmall cha
pel clofe to the altar, mafs was faid by the Rev. Father Juan Diaz, and.
liftened to by the priefts, chiefs, and the reft of the natives, with great,
attention. .

The regulation of our fleet was now made by Cortes, and the cap
tains appointed. The firft or admiral's fliip was commanded by Cortes
in perfon, and the reft as followsThe St. Sebaftian by P.,de Alvarado,,
the third fllip in fize by Alonzo H
* Puertocarrero, the fourth by F. de
Montejo, the fifth by Chriftoval de Oli,> the fixth by Diego de Ordas,
the Seventh by J. Vclafquez de Leon, the eighth by J. de Efcalante, the
ninth by F. de Moria, the tenth by Efcobar, and the eleventh by Gines
Nortes. , Pilots were appointed, the night fignals given, and each cap
tain received,his inftruxftions. ■ .
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-1 In the beginning of the month of March, we fet fail, after having
taken a friendly leave of the natives, who promifed to take care of the
holy altar and Crucifix ; and they prefented Cortes on his departure withfome fowls and .honey. We had failed but a few hours when a fignal
gun and cry of alarm informed us that, the veflel of Juan de Efcalante.
which contained the bread for the fleet was in danger, having fprung a
leak. Thi's forced us to put back to the place from whence we had
failed. On out return there, we were vifited by the friendly Indians,
and the caufe of it being made known to them, they immediately
brought their canoes to aflift us in taking the lading out of the veflel,,
""
y
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and we had alfo the further fatisfadtion of perceiving on entering the
temple, that fo far from having done any injury to the holy altar and
crucifix, they had taken care of, and placed incenfe before them.
' The indian meflengers and Aguilar hearing of our return, joyfully
hired a boat and crofled the gulf to join us. Intelligence of the arrival
of a large canoe was given to Cortes, by fome foldiers who had gone
out to hunt wild fwine, whereupon he ordered Andres de Tapia and
two others to go and fee who and what thefelndians were, who came
to us thus without apprehenfion. Aguilar was not in his appearance
to be diftinguifhed from a native, and he had hardly the pronunciation
of his own language; his only words at firft were, ** Dios, Santa
Maria/’ and ** Sevilla.” His colour was as dark as a native, and
he was marked like them; he had a few rags about his fhoulders and
waift, an oar in his hand, and the remnant of an old book of prayers
tied in a bundle on his fhouldcr. When he came into the prefence of
Cortes, he like the reft of his companions fquatted down upon his
hams, and every one was looking for the Spaniard. At length, to the
enquiry of Cortes he replied, “ Here he is/’ and then coming forward,
he Was immediately fupplied with proper clothing.

Being queftioned concerning himfelf he informed us that he was
a native of Ecija, and had been ordained in the church. That eight
years before, he was wrecked with fifteen men and two women, going
from Darien to the Ifland of St. Domingo, at a time of a certain litiga
tion between one Encifo, and Valdivia. That the veflel which they
were on board was ftranded and went to pieces, and with her were 16ft
ten thouland crowns in gold. Thofe on board taking to the boat, en
deavoured to reach the Iflands of Cuba dr Jamaica, but were forced by
the current upon this coaft, where the different chiefs had divided and
made property of them. Many had been facrificed, fome had died of
difeafe, and the two women had funk a fhort time before under hard
labour at their mills. He was to have been at one time fecrificed, but he
made his efcape, and taking refuge with a certain cacique, had re
mained
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mained with him ever fince ; and of the whole number there were
now in exiftence, only himfelf,. and Guerrero. As to his knowledge
of the country it was very confined, for he was only employed in pro
curing wood and water, and digging in the maize fields,, and had
never been farther from the coaft than about four leagues j but he underftood that it was very populous. He defbribed Guerrero as exactly re
fembling an Indian, adding that he was confidered by the natives as a
very brave man, infomuch that when above a year before, three fhips
came upon the coaft at the point of Cotoche, (this was the expedition of
H. de Corddva,) he planned the attack upon thofe who landed, and led
the Indians in perfon. Upon hearing this, Cortes regretted much his
not being able to get him into his hands.
Aguilar was well treated by the natives of Cozumel, who fupplied
him plentifully with provifions ; he in return eameftly exhorted them to
Continue faithful to our holy religion, the good effects of which they
fhould foon perceive j and he alfo advifed them to apply to Cortes for a
letter of protection, which would be of fervice to them in cafe of the ar
rival of other Spaniards on their coaft. This was immediately granted
them; and fuch is the true narrative in regard to Aguilar.

On the fourth of March the fleet again put to fea, and Was during
the night feparated by a gale of wind, but on the next day all the fhips
joined company except that of Velafquez de Leon, which not appearing
on the enfuing day, Cortes made fail for a certain bay on the coaft,
where, according to the furmife of the pilot, they found the fhip, which
had put in during the ftorm, and was detained there wind bound. Here
feveral of qur companions went on fhore, and found in the town hard
by, four temples, the idols in which reprefented human female figures
of large fize, for which reafon we named this place, Punta de las
Mugeres, P
i ■’>i d w r

Aguilar laid that he had once been fent fo far with a load
*
and that
the town where he refided was about four leagues diftantj he alfo told
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us that the refidcncc of Guerrero was not far off, and that the country
-contained gold though. in very fmall quantity, offering to ferve as a
guide, if Cortes thought proper to fend a party on fhore; to which the
general replied that he did not come for fuch trifles, but to ferve God
and his fovereign effectually. Cortes now ordered Capt. de Efcobar to
examine the bay called Boca de Terminos ; and to leave flgns on the
■coaft of his having been there, or cruize off the bay, till the arrival of
the fleet, for by the defcription given of the harbour, and the abun
dance of game, he was inclined to think it an advantageous fituation
4o colonize. /
hw 7 ■-

Efcobar proceeded thither, and on his landing found the grey
hound which had been left behind by Grijalva waiting for him on the
fhore, and teftifying his joy at the fight of our people j he was taken
on board, and the veflel then cruized, waiting for the arrival of the fleet;
but a ftronggale of wind from the South came on, and forced her confiderably out to fea,/fo that when we arrived there., Efeobar.’s fliip
was np where to be feen. On fending on fhore however, a letter-was
found, wherein he told Cortes of the ftate of the harbour, and country,
both of which hc reprefented in a favorable light. We then flood out,
and in the enfuing day his veflel joined us. At this time we were near
the point of Pontonchan, the natives of which Cortes and many of us
were well inclined,to punifli for their conduct on former occafions, but
it wasoppofed by the pilots on account of the fhallownefs of the coaft,
. and'height of the tides, whereby veflels are compelled to ride at leaft
two leagues out at fea. We therefore continued our voyage for the
driver of Grijalva. .
> . ' \>
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On the thirteenth day of March 1519, we arrived with the whole
armament at the riyer of Tabafco or Grijalva. / As we knew that it did
not admit veflels of great burthen we feledted the lighter ones, and in
them, together with the ‘boats, our troops proceeded to the fhore, and
•difembarked at the point of Palmares, which was diflant from the town
of TabgfcO.about ’half a league. 3 The borders of the river, which are
'
covered
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covered by mangroves, were filled with canoes containing armed In
dians, and above twelve thoufand warriors had aflembled in the town
of Tabafco which was at that time poflefled of an extenfive domination
over the neighbouring diftridts. This afforded matter of furprife to us
who had been at this place before, and the reafon of their prefent hof-.
tility we afterwards found to be, that the neighbouring nations of Pon
tonchan and Lazarus, (as we named the place,) had reproached them for
their daftardly timidity, as they confidered it, in treating amicably with
us, inftead of attacking us at our landing as the others had done. For
this reafon they were determined to take the prefent opportunity of re
trieving their character with their neighbours.

As foon as Cortes perceived what kind of reception he was to ex
pert, he directed Aguilar to addrefs himfelf to fome of the natives who
appeared to be chiefs, and who were in a canoe which was then palling
very near us, and alk them the reafon of thefe hoftile appearances: when
we came to them as friends and brothers, adding, that if they were fo
ralh as to recur to hoftilities they Ihould certainly have caufe to repent it.
This, and more to the fame purpofe being explained to them, only
feemed to render them more violent againft us,- and they replied by^.
threatening us all with inftant death if we ventured to approach their
town, which they had fortified with parapets aud palifades. Aguilar
then requelted permiflion to procure wood and water, and an interview
with their caciques, to whom our general had matters of the greateft
importance and of a holy nature to communicate, but to this they only
replied in the fame manner as before.
Cortes hereupon ordered three guns to be placed irueach veflel, and
alfo divided the mulketeers and crofs-bowmen through them. It was
recollected by us who had been there before, that a narrow road went
from the point of Palmares, by fome brooks and marlhes, to the town
of Tabafco. Cortes ordered three foldiers to watch the motions of the
enemy, and report to him if they retired to their town; which they
(hortly did.
On
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On the next morning, after mafs, our general detached Captain
Alonzo de Avila with one hundred foldiers, to march by the narrow
road already mentioned, with inftrudtions, that as foon as he heard the
difcharge of the . artillery, he fliould attack the town on one fide, while
the main body did the fame upon another. This being arranged, Cortes
with his troops proceeded in the veffels towards the fhore near the town
As foon as thofe of the enemy who were in canoes amongft the man
groves perceived that we were proceeding to the attack., they all fallied
-put, and fuch a prodigious number of -them collected at our point of difembarkation, that nothing was to be feen around us but armed holts,
nor heard except their trumpets, horns, and timbrels.

Cortes obferving this, ordered a halt, and that the firing fhould
not commence, for he wifhed to proceed in a ftridhly juftifiable manner.
He therefore ordered Diego de Godoy a royal notary, formally to re
quire them to permit us to fupply ourfelves with wood and water, and
fpeak to them as we were in duty bound upon what concerned the fervicc of our God and King, warning them, that in cafe of violence they
were anfwerable for all the mifehief that refulted. All this, being duly
explained to them produced no effedt, they feemed as determined to oppofe us as they were before. They made with their drums the fignals
■for a general attack, and to clofc upon us, and thefe were immediately
followed by difcharges of arrows.. Their canoes then proceeded to fur
round us, and we were compelled to fight them up to our middles in
water. We were detained a confiderable time here, partly owing to the
attacks .of the enemy with their lances, and arrows, partly to the depth
,of'the-mud on the fhore, from which we could not extricate ourfelves
but-with great difficulty; and Cortes in particular, was obliged to leave
,©ne of his bufkins behind him in it, and come to land barefooted. We
were j uft at that time in very great difficulty, but as foon as we got to
the dry land, with our general at our head, calling upon -St. Jago, we
fell upon the enemy, .andforced them to give a little ground. They 'then
fell back behind fome circular works conftrudted of large timber,'until
we alfp dro.ve-them from thence, and entered by certain fmall gateways
.O: :
‘
frltO

into the town. We then drove them before us up the ftreet to a fecond
barricade, behind which they ported themfelves, fronting us valiantly/
to hirtling, and fhouting, fi Al calachioni,” or “ kill the captain.” While
we were thus engaged, the party commanded'by Captain De Avila and
which had marched from the point of Palmares arrived, and Joined us
moft opportunely. He had been retarded on his route, in eroding
marfhes and breaking down barricades^ whereby he arrived at the moft
convenient moment,, for we had been detained longer than we expected
in making the fummons which I have related. We now drove the
enemy before Us, though they fought manfully and never could be
made to turn, their backs, until they arrived at a great enclofed courts
where were fome large apartments and halls, and three houfes contain
ing idols. Here they had collected all their effects, but as they were
forced to evacuate this laft port, our general ordered a halt,, and that
they fhould be purfued no farther.

Cortes took pofleflion of the country for His Majefty and in his
royal name in the following manner. Drawing his fword, he gave
three cuts with it into a great ceiba tree which ftood in the area of this
enclofure, and faid, that againrt any who denied his Majefty’s claim,
he was ready to- defend and maintain it, with the fword and fliield
which he then held, This rtep was generally approved of, and it was
forrhally witnefled by a royal notary. It gave caufe for fecret murmurs
however amongft the party of Velafquez,. In thefe actions fourteen of
bur foldiers were wounded ; I received a flight one, and eighteen of the
enemy were left dead upon the field. Here we ported ftrong guards,,
and halted for the night.
On the next day Cortes detached Captain P. de Alvarado with one
hundred men, to march through and reconnoitre the country for the
diftance of two leagues round our port. On this occafion the interpre
ter Melchorejo being ordered to attend, it was found that he had deftrted on the preceding night, leaving his clothes behind him. This
vexed Cortes much.,, as it was to be apprehended tha.t he could convey
*
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to his countrymen intelligence very injurious to us? Our general de
tached a fecond party of equal ftrength and upon the fame duty under
Captain Francifco de Lugo. This laft mentioned detachment had not
marched far, when it fell in with feveral large bodies of the enemy’s
warriors, who attacked our people on all tides, infomuch that all the va
lour of De Lugo and his foldiers could not repulfe them and he was
obliged to fall back, which he however did with great regularity, to
our quarters, fending before him a fwift Indian of Cuba to call for
fuccour. Alvarado with his detachment had advanced fomewhat far
ther, to the diftance of above a league from the town, when his progrefs
was intercepted by an arm of the fea, or river. • Being obliged thereby
to march in another direction, it was the will of God that he fhould
come within hearing of the mulketry, and the inftruments and fhouts
of the Indians with whom De Lugo was engaged. He immediately
flew to his relief, and the two bodies joining repelled the enemy and re
treated towards the town, in which we who occupied it had at the fame
time been attacked by great bodies of the enemy, whom however we
fbon made retreat by the effedt of our mulketry and crofs-bows, and
our good fwords. As foon as Cortes received intelligence that his de
tachments were engaged, he fallied out at the head
*
of all of us who
could carry arms, and we met our companions in their retreat, at about
half a leagues diftance. They had loft in the engagement two foldiers
of the company of Captain de Lugo, and had in all eleven wounded.
We returned with them to the town, bringing-with us three prifoners,
one of whom appeared to be a chief. We were informed by them that
Melchorejo had advifed them to attack us by day and by night, where
by they would, he faid, deftroy us, being fo few. The native who
fold us this we releafed and fent to his countrymen with an amicable
meflage, but he never returned, and Aguilar was informed by the others,
that we were to expetft to be attacked by the whole force of the warriors
of that country.
When Cortes underftood the formidable preparations which were
snaking againft us, he ordered the horfes to be landed, and all the
wounded
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wounded men who were able to march to turn out. The horfes when
firfl brought to land were very dull and torpid, but in the courfe of a
day they recovered their fpirit. Several of our belt and moil alert young
men were at this time taken fo ill and weak by an ailment in the reins,
that they could not Hand on their feet, or help themfelves: we could
only account for it from their good living in Cuba, and the heat of the
weather, and weight of their arms. Cortes ordered them to be put on
board the (hips, and afligning the horfes to the befl horfemen, he furnilhed each with a breaftplate with 'bells hanging to it, and gave his
cavalry general inflruxStions not to halt, or make thrufis with the lance,
until the enemy were put to flight, but in their attack to point at their
faces. He.feledted the following officers and foldiers to ferve in the
cavalry. Chriftoval de Oli, P. de Alvarado, A. H. Puertocarrero, J. de
Efcalante, F. de Montejo, Alonzo de Avila, J. V. de Leon, Francifca
de Moria, Lares (called by way of diflindtion the good horfeman,)
Gonzalo Dominguez another excellent horfeman, Moron del Bayamo,
and P. Gonzales de Truxillo. This body was commanded by Cortes in
perfon. The artillery he put under the command of Mefa, the infantry
under that of Diego de Ordas, and the colours were borne by Anthonio
de VillaroeL Being thus arranged and appointed, our whole force
took the field early on the morning of the day of our lady in the month
of March, after hearing mafs, and proceeded to the plain of Cintia, our
cavalry making a circuit in order to avoid fome marfhy ground.

Having marched about a league we faw the enemy in the plain in
our front, advancing againfl: us, founding their trumpets, horns, and'
drums, with plumes of feathers on their heads, their faces painted black,
red, and white, all of them bearing defenfive armour of quilted cotton,,
and fhields, and their offenfive arms confifting of large bows and ar
rows, lances, two handed fwords, darts, and flings. Their numbers
covered the whole plain, and they fell upon us furioufly, wounding
above feventy of our foldiers by the firfl: difeharge of their miflile
weapons. One foldier fell inftantly dead by an arrow which pierced
Jhis ear: his name was Saldana. The enemy then clofed upon and
- ’ 7
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fought

fought with us foot to foot, while we with our cannon, mufketry,
crofs-bows, and fwords, maintained our ground firmly. When they
had pretty well experienced the fharpnefs of our fwords, they drew off
a little, but it was only to fhoot at us with more advantage ; our artil
lery now however made great havoc amongft them from the manner in
which they were crowded together, and they were at that diftanee which
enabled us to fire at them with the greateft advantage; but all could not
make them give way.

I advifed Captain de Ordas to clofe with them, becaufe they feemed
to be fhy of our fwords, and had the advantage of their miflile weapons
when at a little diftanee; but he objected to this, obferving that they
were three hundred for every one of us. However we did advance upon
them, and as they were unwilling to come within the reach-of our
fwords they yielded ground, and inclined towards a marfh. During
all this time we were anxioufly looking out for Cortes, and very apprehenfive that he had met with fome difafter.
I recoiled: that in this battle, every time that the cannon were
fired, the Indians fhouted, whiftled, and founded their inftruments,
throwing up ftraw and duft in the air, and crying, “ Ala, lala;”
this they did to prevent our perceiving the mifehief done by our artillery
in their crowded bodies. While we were engaged as I have now defcribed, we were rejoiced at the fight of Cortes approaching to our fupport. As the cavalry came round by the rear of the Indians, who were
entirely occupied in their attacks upon us, the latter did not perceive
them until they made their charge. The ground being very level, moft
Of the horfes adive, and the men expert, they now rode through the
bodies of the enemy as they chofe, and we, encouraged by this fupport,
reiterated our efforts on our fide. The Indians ftruck with furprife
thought that the horfe and his rider were one; they were terrified at the
' fight, and in an inftant fled to the adjacent woods and marfhes, leaving
the field and vidory to us.

Being

Being thus mailers of the field, after taking breath Cortes related
to us how he had been retarded in his march by bad ground, and the
attacks of fome bodies of the enemy who had wounded five of his men
and eight horfes. The cavalry then difmounted, and under a grove of
trees on the field of battle, we gave thanks to God and our Lady his
blefled mother with uplifted hands, for the vidlory which they had
given to us j .in confequen.ce whereof, and on account of the day on
which the battle was fought, a town was afterwards founded on that
fpot named Santa Maria de La Vitoria. We next proceeded to take cate
of our wounds, which we bound up, and thofe of the horfes we drefled
with the fat of the Indians whom we found dead thereabout. We then
•walked over the field to examine the lofs of the enemy, which we found
to amount to upwards of eight hundred, dead or dying of their wounds
by cannon fhots, and thofe of our fmall arms er fwords; alfo where
the cavalry had charged we found them to lie very thick. For the firfl
hour of this battle we could not force the enemy to yield us an inch of
ground, nor did they until they faw the cavalry coming on them.

We made five Indians prifoners, two of whom appeared to be
chiefs; the day was growing late, and we were fatigued; we therefore
retreated to our quarters, firfl burying two of our foldiers, who were
killed, one by a wound in the car, and the other by one in the throat,
and then, after dreffing our wounds with the fat of Indians, and having
placed good guards round our poll, we eat our fuppers, and went to
our repofe.
In his account of this adlion Gomara fays, that previous-to the ar
rival df the main body of the cavalry under Cortes, Francifoo de Moria
appeared in the field upon a grey dappled horfe, and that -it was one of
the holy apofUes, St. Peter or St. Jago, difg-uifed under his perfon. {
fay, that all our works and victories are guided by the hand of our Lord
Jefus Chrifl, and that in this battle, there were fo many enemies to
every one of us, that they could have buried us under the dull they
could have held in their hands, but that the great mercy of God aided
i
i
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us throughout. What Gomara alferts might, be-the cafe, and I, finner
as I am, was not worthy to be permitted to fee it. What I did fee was,
Francifco de Moria riding in company with Cortes .and the reft upon a
chefnut horfe, and that circumftance, and all the others of that day ap
pear to me at this moment that I am writing, as if actually palling in
the view of thefe finful eyes. But although I, unworthy finner that I
am, was unfit to behold either of thofe holy apoftles, upwards of four
hundred of us were prefent, let their teftimony be taken. Let enquiry
alfo be made how it happened, that when the town was founded on that
fpot, it was not named after one or other of thofe holy apoftles, and
callcd St. Jago de la yitoria, or St. Pedro de la Vitoria, as it was Santa
Maria, and a church ereCted and dedicated to one of thofe holy faints.
Very bad chriftians were we indeed, according to the account of Gomara,
who when God fent us his apoftles to fight at our head, did.not every
day after acknowledge and return thanks for fo great a mercy! Would
to heaven that it were fo, but until I read the chronicle of Gomara I
never heard of it, nor was it ever mentioned amongft the conquerors
who were then prefent.

I have related how we made two chiefs prifoners in the late battle;
having been kindly treated by Cories, and exhorted to induce their
countrymen to come into amicable terms, they were difmifled for that
purpofe, after having been prefented with a number of beads, and arti
ficial diamonds.. Thefe Indians faithfully executed their million; and
to fuch an effect, that the chiefs of the province immediately fent
fifteen of their Haves with their faces befmeared with black, and in
wretched habits^ in fign of contrition for what had palfed, and bearing
fowls, roafted filh, and maize, as a prefent. Cortes received them
with kindnefs, but the interpreter fpeaking fomewhat angrily to them
laid, that ft was with .chiefs, and not with Hayes that we were to treat.

On the enfuing day thirty'Indians of rank came jn good drefles
with another prefent, and to requeft permiflion to inter their dead that
they fhould not be eaten by lions and tygers. This being granted
them
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them, they proceeded to burn and inter the bodies. They alio informed
*
us that on the next day we fhould receive an embaffy to treat conclusively
of peace. Accordingly, at the time mentioned, ten chiefs richly drefled
arrived with much ceremony, and faluted Cortes and the reft of us; they
brought with them veflels ofincenfe which they offered to us, demand
ing pardon for the paft, and declaring their good intentions in future.
Cortes affirming a grave countenance told them they deferved death for
their negledt of our former offers of peace; but that our great Monarch
Don Carlos had enjoined us to favour them fo far as they fhould deferve
it, and in cafe of their adopting a bad line of conduct, they fhould again
feel the effect of our vengeance. < He then caufed a cannon to be fired,
the noife of which terrified them, whofe imaginations were under the
impreffion of its being a living creature; and the noife of the ball in the
neighbouring woods confirmed them in their way of thinking. One
of the moft fpirited of the horfes was then brought into the apartment,
and it being fo contrived that he fhould foow himfelf to the greateft ad
vantage, his apparent fiercenefs, and his adtion, ftruck the natives with
awe. Shortly after this twenty Indians of burthen arrived bearing provifions for our ufe. Cortes converfed a long time with the chiefs, who
at length took their leave, highly contented with the refult of their vifit.
On the enfuing day we were vifited by many chiefs of the neigh
bouring diftridts, who brought with them prefents of gold wrought
into various forms, fome refembling the human face, others of animals,
birds, and beafts, fuch as lizards, dogs, and ducks. Alfo three dia
dems, and two pieces in form like the foie of a fandal, with fome other
articles of little value, nor do I recolledl the amount of the whole. They
alfo brought fome mantles of very large fize, but that part of the prcfent which we held in the higheft eftimation was twenty women,
among whom was the excellent Donna Marina, for fo foe was called
after her baptifm. Cortes thanked the chiefs for their vifit, but caufed
it to be intimated.to them, that the certain indication of peace was, the
return of the inhabitants to their town, which by their authority he
expected to fee done within two days, and this was accordingly comH
plied

plied with in the time prescribed. They alfo on being called on to re
nounce their idolatrous worlhip, declared a ready aflent upon that point.
Cortes explained to them the myfteries of our true faith, and thofe parts
of it which arc reprefented in the crucifix, and the image of our Holy
Virgin. To this the caciques replied that they admired the “ Tecle** ciguata,” which in their language fignifies a great princefs.

When theie people were queftioned as to their hoftilities againft
us they excufed themfelves by faying, that they had been inftigated
thereto by the cacique of Champoton, and alfo by our Indian inter
preter who deferted from us. This man Cortes was very anxious to
fey hands on, but to his enquiries concerning him the anfwer was, that
he had fled: it came to our knowledge however afterwards, that he had
been facrificed. Being queftioned as to the place where they obtained
their gold they replied, rthat it was on the weft, and they frequently
repeated, “ Culchua,” and *• Mexico,” words, the lignification of
which was at this lime unknown to us. We had here an interpreter
named Francifco, who had alfo been with Grijalva; he did not underftand the language of Tabafco in the leaft, but knew perfectly what
they meant by the word Culchua, which country, he endeavoured to
explain to Cortes, lay far within the land.

On the enfuing day, an altar being built and the crucifix erected,
lhe town of Tabafco changed its name for that of Santa Maria de la
Vitoria. The twenty Indian women who had been brought to us,
Were upon this occafion baptized, the Rev. Father Bartholome de Ol
medo preaching to them many good things touching our holy faith.
Donna Marina, the principal of them, was a woman of high rank,
which indeed the (hewed in her appearance; and thefe were the firft
chriftian women in New Spain j Cortes gave one to each of his captains,
and we remained here five days longer, taking care of our lick and
wounded. This time Cortes employed in conciliating the natives, re
commending to them to prelerve their allegiance to his Majefty our
Emperor, whereby they fhould enfure our protection to them; this they
?
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promifed faithfully to perform, and thefe were the firft of the natives of
this country who became vaffals to the Spanifh monarchy.
On the next day, (Palm Sunday) with the affiftance of the natives
a crofs was made in a large ceiba tree on the fpot where the battle was
fought, in order to afford a long memorial thereof, for this tree has the
quality of reproducing its bark. - The natives attended at the adoration
of the holy image and crofs, which we went in procefiion to pay our
devotions to, on this feftival. They then at our requifition aflifted us
to make our preparations to re-embark, our pilots wifhing to get far off
that coaft, which the wind at this time blew ftrongly upon j and all
things being prepared, and Cortes having taken leave of the natives, in
the evening of this day the troops went on board, and on the enfuing
morning failed for St. Juan de Ulua.
4>:.

As we proceeded along the coaft, thofe of us who had been there
before with Grijalva pointed out to Cortes the different places we faw on
the land, faying, here Sir is La Rambla, and there Tonala or St. An
ton : more forward we (hewed him the great river of Guacacualco, the
lofty mountains covered with fnow, thofe of St. Martin, and Roca Par
tida. We then (hewed him the rivers of Alvarado, and Vanderas, Ida
Blanca, and Ida Verde, and clofe to the land Ida de Los Sacrificios,
and early in the evening of holy Thurfday we thus arrived at the. port
of St. Juan de Ulua. I recoiled: that while we were pointing out thefe
places to Cortes, a cavalier named Puertocarrero came up to him and
(aid, “ It feems to me Sir as if thefe gentlemen who have been here be<* fore are making their exhibition, as it were, here you fee Montefinos
“ of France, and here you fee the great city of Paris, and here the
“ waters of the Duero where they run to the fea. But I fay fee the rich
** lands, and look to your meafures!” Cortes very well underftood the
purport to which this was fpoken, and replied, ‘ * God give us fortune
“ in arms like the Paladin Roldan,. and for the reft, having you gentle“ men for foldiers, I (hall know very well how to ad to good effed.”
J
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The young native who was baptized by the name of Donna Ma
rina, and who rendered fuch eflential fervices in the fequel, was the
daughter of the chief or Prince of Painala, a powerful lord who had
fbveral diftridts fubjedt to him, eight leagues from Guacacualco.' He
dying while this lady was an infant, his widow married another chief,
a young man, by whom fhe had a fon whom they determined to place
in fucceflion after them. They therefore gave this girl to certain In
dians of Xicalango to carry off fecretly, and caufed it to be rumoured
that fhe was dead ; which report they Corroborated by taking the ad
vantage of the death of a child about her age, the daughter of a flave.
The people of Xicalango gave her to thofe of Tabafco, and the latter to
Cortes, by whom fhe was preiented to a cavalier named Alonzo Her
nandez Puertocarrero: when he went to Old Caftille, Cortes took her
to himfelf, and had by her a fon who was named Don Martin Cortes,and who was a commander of the order of St. Jago. She afterwards on
our expedition to Higueras married a cavalier named Juan Xaramillo.

Donna Marina had by her birth an univerfal influence and confequence through thefe countries ; fhe was of a fine figure, frank manners,
prompt genius, and intrepid fpirit; an excellent linguift, and of moft
eflential fervice to Cortes whom fhe always accompanied. I was- ac
quainted With her mother, and her half brother, who was at the time
I knew him grown up; they governed their territory Conjointly, the
*
fecond hufband being alfo dead.f They were afterwards baptized, the
mother by the name of Marta, the fon by the name of Lazarus; this;
I know, for in the expedition to Higueras, when Cottes pafled through
Guacacualco, he fummoned all the neighbouring chiefs to meet him in
that fettlement; and amongft many others came the mother, and . half
brother of this lady. She had told me before that fhe was of that pro
vince, and in truth fhe much refembled her mother who immediately
recognifcd her. Both the old lady and her fon were terrified, thinking
that they were fent for to be put to death, and' cried bitterly , but Donna
Marina dried their tears, faying, that fhe forgave them, that at the
time .they fent her fromXhem they were ignorant of what they did; and
/
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that (he thanked God, who had taken her from the worfliip of idols to
the true church, and was happier ip having a Jon by her lord and mailer
Cortes, and in being married to a cavalier like her huiband, than if ihe
had been fovereign of all the provinces of New Spain. All this I heard
with my own ears, and fwear to the truth thereof. Amen. At parting
fhe gave them a very handfome prefent of gold
*
and thus difmiifed them.
This iloiy brings to my mind that of Jofeph in Egypt, when his bro
thers were in his power. Donna Marina underftood the language of
Guacacualco and Mexico which is ope and the fame, and as fheaUo
could converfe with Aguilar in that of Tabafco and Yucatan, we tints
acquired a medium of communication with the Mexican language,,
which was an object of great importance to us.
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CHAPTER IV.

Arrival of the Armament commanded by H, Cortes, at Si, Juan de
Ulua, Tranfactions and Occurrences there,
. 1
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Holy Thurfday of the year 1519, we arrived at the port of St.

Juan de Ulua, and, Cortes hoifled the royal flandard., In about half an
hour, two large canoes called piraguas full of Mexicans fet off from the
fhore to vifit the fhip which bore the flag. When thefe people came
on board, they enquired for the lord, or as they exprefs it Tlatoan,
who was pointed out to them by Donna Marina. They then advanced
to Cortes with great refpedt, and informed him that a fervant of their
fovereign Montezuma had fent them to wait upon him, to know Who
we were, what our bufinefs was, and if we were in want of any thing,
in which cafe they had orders to fupply us. Cortes thanked them, and
having made them a prefent of fome cut glafs, ordered an entertainment
to be ferved up, after which he declared that the object of his vifit was,
to fee and treat with the people of thofe countries; that no one fhould
fuflain any injury by him, and that he hoped they would have caufe to
be fatisfied with his arrival there
*

On Good Friday we difembarked the cavalry, infantry, and artil
lery, on the fand hills of which that coaft is compofed; and having
polled our artillery, and raifed an| altar, we conftrudted temporary bar
racks. On the enfuing day we were vifited by many of the natives,
who brought hatchets wherewith they proceeded to work in making
the huts', that of Cortes efpecially, more convenient j they alfo brought
mantles to guard us from the fun, and a prefent of gold, fowls, bread,
and plumbs. Thofe who brought them informed Cortes, that on the
next day the governor of the province intended to wait upon him.
At

At the appointed time, on the day of the feafl of the refurred ion,
a nobleman named Tendile who was the governor fpoken of, accom
panied by Pitalpitoque afterwards called Ovandillo, and attended by a
great train of followers bearing various articles of provifion, with much
refped and ceremony, advanced, and made three reverences to Cortes
and the foldiers who were about him. Cortes went to meet and bid the
two chiefs welcome: he then caufed mafs to be faid, after which the
tables were placed, and he together with certain of his captains and the
two Mexican lords, fat down to dinner. Their repaft ended, and hav
ing withdrawn together he informed them, that he was the vaffal of the
greatefl prince in the world, who had fent us thither, to wait upon the
king of thofe countries, whole, fame had reached him, in order to contrad a treaty of peace and amity, and to tell many things to him of the
greatefl import to be known. ' To this Tendile fomewhat haughtilyreplied, faying, 14 How is this ? You are but juft arrived1, and you talk
“ of feeing our monarch: receive this preleht which he fends you, and** it is time enough to think of bther things afterwards.
*
’ Hethen
took out of a cheft many pieces of gold well wrought, which he prefented to Cortes, together with ten loads of fine mantles of white cotton
adorned with plumage i and many .other things, which, it being fo
long ago, I do not recoiled:. After thefe followed an abundant fupply
of provifions, fuchas fowls, fruit, and roafted fifh. Cortes in return
prefented them with artificial diamonds, and requefled that they would
encourage the natives to come and barter with us, which they promifed
to do. We afterwards learned that thefe noble Mexicans were the go
vernors of the provinces named Cotaftlan, Tuftepeque, Guazpaltepeque,.
Tlatalteclo, and other diftrids which had been lately reduced tp fubjedion under their monarch. Cortes then produced as a prefent for the.
great Montezuma, an arm-chair elegantly carved and painted, fome arti
ficial jewels called margajitas envelloped in perfumed cotton, a firing of
artificial diamonds, and a crimfon cap with a gold medal whereon was
reprefented St. George killing the dragon.. Thefe he defired Tendile to
prefent to his mailer in the name of our fovereign, and to fignify to him
at the fame time, his requeft to know when he might he permitted tp
wait.

C *4

))

wait upon him. To this the Mexican nobleman replied, that his
monarch would be happy to hold an intercourle with our emperor, and
that the application fhould be immediately made, and an anfwer tranfmitted.
r ;’,n.

With this embafly fome of the ablefl painters of Mexico had been
fent, who drew reprefentations to the life, of the countenance of Cortes,
the other captains and foldiers, Donna Marina, Aguilar, and even the
greyhounds, guns, and balls. Cortes perceiving this, in order to imprefs the people and their monarch with a formidable idea of our power,
caufed the guns to be loaded with a high charge of powder, and mount
ing his horfe, ordered the cavalry down to the wet fands, which were
hard, to exercife under the command of P. de Alvarado. He took care
to call the attention, as it were by accident, of the ambafladors at the
moment that the guns were fired/ and as the air was calm, the explofion, and noife of the balls, through the trees, flruck the: natives with
aflonilhment, and thefe circumftances were immediately reprefented in
the painted cloths.
Tendile who was the rnoft acute of the two in appearance, re
marked at this time a partly gilt helmet with one of our foldiers, and
obferved that it refembled one which had belonged to their anceftors,
and which was placed on the head of their god Huitzilopochtli; he there
fore exprefled a with to carry it to Montezuma. Cortes immediately
prcfented it to him, laying at the fame time, that in order to alcertain
what refemblance exifted between the gold of the two countries, it
would not be amifs to return it filled with grains of that metal, as a fit
prelent for our Emperor. Tendile now took his leave, alluring Cortes
that he would fpeedily return with the anfwer to his requcft. The in-,
telligence of what had | palled, together with our prefents, was rapidly,
conveyed to Montezuma by this officer, who was as eminent for his
fwiftnefs of foot, as for his rank. That Monarch was moft particularly
flruck with the fight of the helmet; and it imprefled ftrongly on his
mind the idea, that we were the men deftined by heaven to rule thofe
Countries.
1
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The other lord, Pitalpitoque, eftablilhed his rcfidcnce in a temporary
building, at a little diftance from our camp, his people fupplying the
table of Cortes with provi lions, and the foldiers fubfifting by barter.
Thus fix or fevcn days palfed, at the expiration of which time, we one
morning perceived Tfendile approaching, followed by upwards of a hun
dred men bearing prefents. With him came alfo a great Mexican lord',
who in countenance, feature, and perfon, ftrongly tefembled Cortes;
and the reafon Of his being joined ih the embafly was, that when the
paintings Were exhibited at the court, every one was immediately ft ruck
with the refemblance which the portrait of Cortes bore to this lord,
who was named Quintalbor. The likenefs Was fo ftrong, that Whilft
he remained among us in camp, we in fpeaking of them ufed to lay,
this, and the other Cortes.
On the arrival of the ambafladors in the prefence of Cortes, they
touched the ground with their hands and killed them, and with their
veflels of incenfe fumigated him and the reft. After fome coriverfation, mats and mantles being fpread out, the prefents were difplayed
upon them. The firft was a plate of gold of the fize of the wheel of a
carriage, reprelenting the fun, admirably wrought, and faid to be worth
upwards of twenty thoufand crowns ; a larger one, equally wrought, of
filver, reprefenting the moon ; the helmet already mentioned filled With
gold in its native ftate to the amount of three thoufand crowns, but the
information we hereby obtained of the value of the mines we efttmated
at more than thirty thoufand; thirty pieces of wrought gold reprefent
ing ducks, very Well executed, others in the forms of deer, dogs, lior\s,
tygers, and apes ; twelve arrows; a bow With the cord; two rods like
thole borne by officers of juftice, five palrns long; ten collars, and many
other ornaments, all of fine gold, arid call, of moulded Work. After
thefe were produced’plumes of feathers reprefented in gold, others Of
filver, together with fans of the fame materials, beautiful penaches of
green feathers, thirty loads of the fineft cotton cloth, With many other
things which I cannot now recoiled:.
i
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AU thefe being laid before Cortes, the ambafladors made a fpeech,
wherein they told him that with the lame good will that their monarch
fent the prefent, it was hoped he would receive it, and divide it as he
thought bell among theTeules with him. They alfo communicated to
him a meflage from the great Montezuma to this effect; ‘ ‘ That he re“ joiced in the arrival of fuch brave men in his country as the accounts
** he had received proved us to be ; that he much wilhed to lee our
** great emperor, and to communicate by a reciprocation of prefents
** with him; and that he was ready to render us any fervices ; but that
** as to vilits to his court, they were attended with many difficulties,
** and he did not wifli for them.” Cortes received this meflage with
apparent good humour, and prpfented each of the ambafladors with
holland Ihirts and other articles of fmall value, but replied by obferving,
that after having crofled fuch a vaft fpace of fea, he could not return
without executing the million which he had been fent upon, which
was, to fee and fpeak to the Emperor Montezuma in perfon, fuch be
ing the orders of our great monarch, which he was compelled and de
termined to obey. The ambafladors replied that they would convey his
meflage, but gave no hopes of a favorable anfwer. Out of our poor
means Cortes Contrived to fend by them a fecond prefent; it confifted
of a glafs cup of Venetian manufacture, curioufly gilt and wrought
with figures, three holland Ihirts, apd fome other articles. With thefe
the two ambafladors returned to Mexico, leaving Pitalpitoque to take
the charge of provilioning our camp.

Cortes feeing that thefe uninhabited fand banks infefted by mofquitos were difadvantageous for a fettlement, ordered Francifeo de Montejo, with two fmall Ihips, to proceed along the coaft for the fpace of
ten days fail, in fearch of a port in a better fituation. Montejo ad
vanced as far as the great river of Panuco, which he could not pafs on
account of the violence of the currents. He accordingly returned with
out being able to report any information, except that twelve leagues
from this place, he had feen a town or fortrefs named Quiabuiftlan, and
near it a harbour which appeared to the pilot to be fecure to the north.
It
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It was afterwards’called Puerto del Nombre Feo from its refemblance to
one of that name in Old Spain, In this expedition Montejo employed
ten or twelve days, during which time the Mexican lord who was in-,
trufted with the care of our provifions, relaxed fo much, that we began
to experience great diftrefs ,* our bread grew rotten, and unlefs we were
fuccefsful in fifhing we might ftarve, for the few Indians who occafionally brought fowls valued them much higher than they had done
at firft.
After waiting for fome time very impatiently, the Mexican ambaflador Tendile returned, with a prefent of ten loads of the fineft mantles•
of cotton and feathers. Montezuma alfo fent four jewels called calchi-i
huis, refembling emeralds, moft highly valued by the Mexicans, and
various articles of gold, to the amount of three thoufand crowns. The'
two noblemen, Tendile and Pitalpitoque, for the third who refembled
Cortes had fallen ill on the road, informed our general that the great,
Montezuma had received his prefent with much fatisfadtion, but that as
to the interview, he could not permit any more to be faid on the fubjedt.
That thefe rich jewels each of which exceeded in value a load of gold
were intended for our emperor, and that herewith all farther intercourfe
with Mexico was precluded. Cortes, though greatly mortified, thanked
them politely, and turning to fome of us who were prefent faid, *• Truly
** this is a great monarch, and rich: with the permiflion of God we
“ mufi fee him.” To which all the foldiers replied, that they were
ready to march. At this moment the bell tolled for the Ave Maria, and
all of us fell on cur knees, before the holy crofs.
The Mexican noblemen being very inquifitive to know the
meaning of this, Cortes hinted to the Rev. Father Bartholome the
the propriety of a fermon, fuch as fhould convey to them the truths of
our holy faith. Fra. Bartholome accordingly preached, like an ex
cellent theologian which he was, explaining the myfteries of the crofs,
at the fight of which the evil beings they worfhipped as gods fled away.
Thefe fubjedt s and much more he dilated upon, and it was perfedtly ex- .
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plained to, and underftood by the Mexicans, who promifed that they
would relate all they had feen and heard to their fovereign. He alfo de
clared to them, that amongft the principal objects of our million thither,
Were, thofe of putting a ftop to human facrifices, injuftices, and idola
trous worfhip; and then, prefenting them with an image of our Holy
Virgin with her fon in her arms, he defired them to take it with them,
to venerate it, and to plant croftes fimilar to that before them in their
temples.
A number of articles of gold were now brought in order to barter
by the natives, and with this we paid for the provisions, principally
fifli, which we could procure ; this was our only prelent relburce
againft ablblute want ; we were moftfy provided with thofe toys which
Were in requeft among the Indians, and with them we procured the
gold, which as loon as obtained was paid to our fishermen, who were
chiefly the mariners of the fleet. Cortes well knew of this private
trade, nor did it afford him diflatisfodtion, as he considered it a fur-;
therance of his views, though he concealed his mind upon the
filbjedh
The partisans of Velafquez however began now to grow jealous
at this practice, and demanded Cortes to make fuch regulations as
Should bring all the gold which had been, or was in future to be purchafed, into one common ftock, under the care of a treasurer. To this
Cortes confented; and named for the purpofeone Gonzalo M'exiaL He
then turned to thofe who had made the application and with arr angry
countenance faid, “ Look you gentlemen I Our companions fufler under
** want; I therefore thought it prudent to connive at what was doing
a<- all they obtained amounts to a mere trifle, with the blfeflmg of God
<G we have great and'lplfendid-prolpedts before us; it i!s now proclaimed,
as you have defired p fee if the foldiers will1 in future be able to pro**’ cure food." It is upon this tranfadbion that Gomara relates, that it
was done as a piece of art by Cortes, to induce Montezuma to think
that gold was no objedbwith the Spaniards; but the application for the
cafque
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cafque to be returned filled with gold, and other previous circumftances
muft have fully convinced him to the contrary.

One morning at this time, we were difagreeably furprifed by per
ceiving that all our Mexican neighbours had quitted us without taking
leave. This we afterwards learned was done by the order of Monte
zuma, who was determined to permit no more conferences. It fecms
this monarch was greatly bigotted to the worlhip of his idols, to which
he every day facrificed boys, in order to obtain directions how to a€t.
Their commands 'were, that he fhould hold no farther intercourfe with
ns, and they forbid the reception of the crucifix in Mexico. This was
the. eaufe of the flight of our former neighbours, which gave us an
alarm and
* we prepared for hofiiTities.
One day- whitft I and another foldier were centinels upon the lands
at fome diftanee from our pofb, we remarked the approach of five na
tives-, whom-, in order not to create an1 unneceffery alarm in- the camp,
we foffered- to eome-up clofe tous^ Thefe men fainted us in a friendly
manner, and by figns defired to be brought to our camp. I therefore
left my comrade at the out-pofl, and attended them thither, for I then
had the fuff ufe of my limbs, far otherwife than at prefent that I am
worn down and old. When f had brought them to Cortes they fainted
him with great reverence, addrefling him with the title of Lopelucio,
or lord1, which is the lignification of the word in the Totonaquean lan
guage. Thefe-Indians were very diflerent in their appearance from the
Mexicans, and they wore in their ears large rings of ffone painted1 bluey
and very fine leaves of gold m- their lips. As their language wax’ un
intelligible ta> our interpreters, Donna Marina aiked' in the Mexican if
any of them could (peak in that dialect; to which two of them anfiwcrcd
in the- affirmative, and immediately proceeded to lay, that their lord
had fent them to congratulate us on our arrival ; that he would be proud
to ferve fuch brave men as he had heard we were, and would’ have
waited upon us before, but from dread of the people of Culchua, who
Were with us. In the courfe of converfat'ion Cortes was pleafed to find
that

that Montezuma had enemies in the country j he difmifled thefe men
with prefents, and defired them to aflure their chief, that he would
ffiortly pay him an amicable vifit. Thefe people were ever after named
the Lopelucios. .
- .
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The fands we had remained on during this time, were infefted by
the fmall mofquito, which is much the moft troublefome of all, and
under whofe attacks it is impofiibe to fleep; our bread was rotten, and
we had hardly any thing elfe to eat. The faction of Velafquez, and
thofe who had good plantations in Cuba therefore began to be very tired
of our prefent fituation, which indeed required fome change, and Cortes
prepared to proceed to the fortified town named Quiabuiftlan. Upon
this the perfons I have alluded to grew more querulous than before; they
complained that they fhould be worn down by the attacks of the natives
of this vaft country, having already loft above thirty-five of our num
ber, and that it was preferable to return and report to Velafquez what
we had done. To thefe remonftrances Cortes replied, that hitherto we
had no caufe to complain of fortune; that death was the fate of war,
and it was our faults if we wanted while we lived in a plentiful land;
that it was impoffible to quit this country without feeing more of it,
and he trufted in God’s affiftance. This in fome degree calmed, but by
no means extinguifhed the fpirit of the party which had formed itfelf.
Cortes had now obtained from Puertocarrero, Alvarado and his.
four brothers, De -Oli, De Avila, Efcalante, De Lugo, and myfelf, to
gether with -other officers and -cavaliers, promifes of our fupport in ap
pointing him to an independent command, and this was fufpedledby
Montejo who clpfely watched -all our motions. One night very late,
Puertocarrero, Efcalante, and De Lugo who was a diftant relation of
mine came to my hut, and faid to me, Senior del Caftillo get your arms
and join us to attend Cortes who is going his rounds.” I accordingly
did fo, and as foou as we had quitted the hut, they -told that they
wanted fome conyerfation with me, which it was not proper for my
comrades, who were of the faction of Velafquez, to hear. One of
them
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them then addreffed me as follows; “ Senior del Caftillo it is now the
“ third time that you have vifited this country to your coft and lofs ;
M Cortes has deceived us ; he faid in Cuba that he had powers to
•* eftablifh a colony, whereas they went no farther as at prefent appears
«« than to traffic, and now we are to return to Cuba and affrgn all our
«« wealth over to Velafquez. Here are many of us determined to take
** poffeffion of this country under Cortes in his Majefty’s name, and
«« until his royal pleafure is known: Cortes (hall be elected our general,
« and we expert you will give him your vote.” To- all this I moft
heartily and immediately affented, and we went through the different
huts thus canvaffing for Cortes. The affair was foon known to the
party of Velafquez which was much more numerous than ours/ they
immediately, went to Cortes, and haughtily defired him to defift from
thefe underhand proceedings; they told him that it was his duty now
to return to Velafquez who had fent him, and that we were not by any
means provided for the eftablifhment of a colony. To this CoFtes
mildly replied, that as in duty bound he would inftantly return; but
we who were of the other party now exclaimed againft him for having
deceived us in afferting that he had a commiflion to colonize, whereas
it appeared that it went no farther than barter ; adding, that we de
manded a fulfilment of his original engagement with us, as neceffary
for the fervice of God and his Majefty. That once we were fettled
more foldiers would join us, and that Velafquez had drawn us to our
ruin, by inducing us to come here in hopes of a fettlement, and difappointing us ; and we concluded by faying, that thofe who chofe to re
turn to Cuba were welcome to do fo.
We then infilled on Cortes accepting the command of us who were
determined to try our fortunes in this new country, for the fervice of
God and his Majefty: he for fome time refufed, but at length acceded,
for as the proverb fays, “You alk me that, to which I have already got
my own confent,
*
’ and thus he was appointed our captain general, and
fupreme magiftrate. The worft part of the bufinefs was, the power
which we gave him, to draw for himfelf, one fifth of all the gold after
*
that,

(

64

)

that of his Majefty was deducted. However with all thefe authorities
and privileges he was formally inveiled, before a royal notary, Diego de
Godoy. It was now determined to proceed immediately to the founda
tion of a fettlement and town, which we named De la Vera Cruz, bocaufe we arrived here on Holy Thurfday, and difembarked on Good
Friday, and we called it Villa Rica, from the words of a cavalier, who
laid, “ Behold the rich lands.’* , We alfo appointed civil magiftrates-,
the two firft alcaldes being A. H.Pucrtocarrero, the cavalier I have
juft alluded to, and Francifco de Montejpj the latter was no friend t®
Cortes, and it was for that reafon he was from policy appointed to thisr
fituation. A gallows was eredted in the fquare of the town, and ano
ther at fome diftance out of it. Pedro de Alvarado was appointed cap
tain of the expeditions, Chriftoval de Oli maeftre de campo, Juan de
Efcalantc Alguazil mayor, Gonzalo Mexia treasurer, Alonzo de Avila
contador, and one Corral ftandard bearer, for Villaroel who had held
that fituation was difplaced, On account of fome umbrage Gortes had
taken againft him about an Indian woman of Cuba. Ochoa Vifcaino,
and Alonzo Romero, were appointed military alguazils. If it is afked
now, why [ do not name Gonzalo de Sandoval that valiant captain,
who was noticed by our great monarch the emperor, I reply, that he
was at this time a {tripling, and had not acquired the fame in arms he
afterwards obtained.

The fteps which we had taken enraged the fadtion of Velafquez
beyond all meafure; they were almoft ready to break out into adts of
violence, and uttered the moft mutinous expreffions. Juan de Efcalante now, having previoufly concerted the meafure with Cortes, de
manded in the name of us all, a fight of the inftrudtions given by Ve
lafquez. The tenor of them was as follows $ ** As foon as you (half
“ have procured the utmoft quantity of gold that is to be had, return.
**
j
We requefted this inftrument, in order that the whole of the proceed
ings fhould be laid before his Majefty; a neceflary precaution as after
wards appeared, from the fteps which were taken , againft us by the
Bifhop of Burgos and Ar.chbifhop .of Rofiano, Don Juan Rodriguez
.
de
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3e Fonfeca, for fo he was named, who wifhed, throughout, to deftroy
us all.
The adherents of Velafquez now declared, that they would not re
main under the command of Cortes, but would return to the Ifland of
Cuba; to which Cortes replied, that it was not his wiih to detain any
one contrary to his inclination, even though he fhould remain alone.
This pacified many, but Juan Velafquez de Leon a relation of the Go
vernor of Cuba, Diego de Ordas, Efcobar who had been his page, Efcudero, and others were not to be reconciled; fo that Cortes was obliged
to arreft them, and keep them for a time in irons.
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CHAPTER V.

The Spanijh Army advances into the Country.

The wants

we experienced now required fome relief, and Alvarado

was accordingly fent with a hundred foldiers principally of the party
of Velafquez, to fearch the country, and procure maize, and other pn>
vifions j for it was thought moft politic, that the whole of thofe who
were friends to Cortes fhould remain with him. It mutt be obferved
that this neighbourhood where the language of Culva was fpoken, was
dependent upon Mexico. Alvarado proceeding on his expedition,
marched to fome finall villages, dependencies of the diftridt, named
Coftitlan, which the inhabitants had quitted a fhort time before his
arrival. In their temples he found the bodies of men and boys lately
lacrificed, the ftones on which the horrid ceremony was performed, and
the knives yet fmoking ; the limbs were fevered from the bodies,, and
taken away, as our people were informed, to- be eaten. Thefe fhocking
feenes aftonifhed our foldiers, but we every where as we proceeded
through the country found fimilar ones. In thefe villages they obtained
abundance of provifions, of which they {tripped them, without doing
further damage, by the firidt orders of Cortes, and returned with two
prifoners to our quarters, where we rejoiced in the novelty of good fare:
for, as the laying is, all hardfhips aiid misfortunes are fupported with
a hearty meal..
The addrefs and activity o£ Cortes made him daily acquire an
intereft amongft the former adherents of Velafquez, fome with gold
which breaks the folid rocks, and more with promifes were fucceflively
drawn over to him. He firft brought his prifoners from the fhips
where they had been in confinement,, and in a few days releafed them
entirely,

(

y

entirely, attaching them fincerely to his intereft, and all by the foftening
effects of gold.
*
We now proceeded to the fortrefs of Quiabuifllan, and on our
march thither along the coaft, I recoiled! that we patted a great fifli
which was left behind by the tide. We then arrived at a river where
the prefent town of VeraCruz is built, and eroded it to a village on the
oppofite fide. The diftrid! w,as fubjedt to the great town of Cempoal,
to which the five Indians belonged who vifited us with golden orna
ments in their under lips. In fome temples we found the inftruments
and remains of human facrifices, much plumage of parrots, and books
of the paper of the country , folded in the manner of cloth of Caftille;
but the natives had all fled, and no provifions were to be found.

We now quitted the coaft, and ftruck into the country towards the
weft, where, in fome large plains without any beaten track, we faw
herds of deer feeding. Alvarado with his fwift chefnut mare gave
chace to one of them, which he wounded with his lance, but the ani
mal efcaped from him into the woods. I Juft at this time twelve Indians
came to us, bearing provifions; they had been fent by their chief with
an invitation to go to his town, which was diftant one day’s journey.
Cortes, thanked them, and we proceeded on, to a town where we halted
for the night. We found here the remains of human facrifices, both of
men and women, with the repetition of the further details of which, I
will not tire the reader.
Early in the morning we proceeded Under the conduct of our
friendly Indians, and fent forward to the chief of Cempoal to inform
him of our approach . When we came within a league of the place, we
were met by twenty principal perfons, who prefenting Cortes and the
cavalry with very odoriferous flowers tied in bunches, told him, that
they came with an excufe on the part of their chief, who was fo
fat and unwieldy that he was not able to come out, but had fent them
to invite us to his town. Cortes thanked them, and we proceeded.
K2
When

When we entered we were furprifed with the beauty of the buildings
and fituation, and the various plantations of trees. All the ftreets as we
palled were filled With men and women, attracted by curiofity. Our
advanced guard having gone to the great fquare, the buildings of which
had been lately whitewafhed and plaiftered, in which art thefe people’
are very expert, one of our horfemeri was fo ftruck with the fplendor of
their appearance in the fun, that he came back in full fpeed to Cortes,
to tell him that the walls of the houfes were of filver. When we came
to know the reality we all laughed heartily at him, and ufed in future to
fey that every thing that was white, was filver in his eyes. Thefe
buildings were appointed for our lodgings, and large apartments afligned
to us, which contained the whole j and here the fat cacique, for fo I
am in future to call him
*
came to pay his refpedts to Cortes. They had
provided an entertainment for us, with bafkets of plums, and bread of
maize. We Were well plfeafed with our fituation, and named the town
Villa Viciofa; though fome called it Seville. Cortes ordered that the
foldiers fhould give no umbrage to the inhabitants, and that we fhould
for thaf rtafon remain in our quarters.
’
A.< j
)

As foon as the fat cacique underftood that we had dined, he ligni
fied to Cortes his intention of waiting on him, which he fhortly after
did, attended by many of the principal inhabitants, dreffed in rich
mantles, and ornamented with gold. Cortes went out to meet them
with great ceremony, and having embraced the fat cacique, the latter
ordered a prefent to be brought, compofed of gold and mantles, but of
little value, which he offered to Cortes, faying, “ Great lord, receive
this prefent kindly
*
for if Thad more it fhould be yours.” Cortes
anfWered that he would repay it with good works , and defired to know
what fervices he could render him
*
having been fent by the emperor
whofe vaffal he was, to redtfefs wrongs, punifh the wicked, and pre
vent the facrifice of human fouls. He then faid many things to him
concerning our holy faith. As foon as the fat cacique had heard them
out, giving a deep figh, he complained bitterly of Montezuma and his
outers, faying, that having lately been compelled to fubmit to the
\
.
yoke

yoke of that monarch, he had feized all his gold
*
and now held him
completely enthralledj i,~".

Cortes promifed that he would foon take fueh meafures as fhould
free him from the tyranny he complained of.. The cacique then made
a very difcreet anfwer, and they parted for the prelent. On the enfuing
day we quitted this place attended by above four hundred Indians to
carry our baggage. Thefe perfons are called. Tamenes t they carry a
burthen of about fifty pounds for the fpace of five leagues,, where they
are relieved; and we underflood that in peaceable and orderly times, in
thefe countries, each cacique was obliged, on demand, to provide them
through his diftritft. At night we arrived at a village hard by the
town of Quiaviftlan, where, we found a good fupper provided for us
by the care of the fat cacique^
*

At ten o’clock in the forenoon of the enfuing day, we entered the.
fortified town of Quiaviftlan, fituated upon a rock of very difficult
afcent, with our artillery in the front. Though I may be charged with,
breaking in upon my narrative to relate old ftories, I muft mention,
that as we were marching up to this place, Captain A. de Avila, an illtempered man, being angry with a foldier named Villanueva for break
ing his rank, gave him a thruft of his. lance in the arm which lamed'
him ever after; he was therefore in future called Villa nuevaelManquillo. We advanced to the middle of the city without any refinance,
or even meeting an individual; but on approaching the temples, which
were upon the principal fquare, we law fifteen perfons drefled in rich,
mantles, who approaching Cortes prelented him with incenfe,. and
apologizing for the abfence of the people,, through fear, invited-us to
iepofe ourfelves, and promifed that before night the inhabitants fhould
return. Cortes informed them of .that which related to our million, in
the fervice of our great emperor, and holy faith, and prefenting them
with fome trinkets, defired that they would, fend us a fupply of provifions, which they inftantly did.,
*>
. Cortes.

/
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Cortes was now informed of the approach of the fat cacique, who
fliortly appeared, borne in a litter by his principal nobility ; and on his
arrival, he immediately joined with the chiefs of this place, in bitter
- 'complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma; One of the heavieft articles
of which was, his demand of their children for the purpofes of facnfice,
or flavery; and they averted that this was the practice, with many
other ads of outrage committed by his officers, through the whole of
the country where the language of Totonaque was fpoken; a trad
which contained above thirty towns. Cortes confoled them, promising
redrefs, and whilft they were thus converting a perfon came to inform
the chiefs
*
that there were juft then arrived five Mexican officers, or
collectors of tribute. This intelligence drove the colour from the cheeks
of all thq natives, and they went trembling, to receive them, leaving
Cortes quite alone.
For thefe officers lodgings were prepared with the greateft difpatch,
and chocolate got ready for their refrefhment. As they went to their
apartments they paffed us by with great ftate, not deigning to caft a
look upon Cortes. They were drefled in mantles elegantly wrought,
and drawers of the fame; their hair fhining, and as it were tied at the
top of the head, and each of them had in , his hand a bunch of rofes,
which he occafionally frnelt to.They were attended by fervants who
fanned them, and each of .whom ecarried a cord and a hooked ftick.
They were alio attended by a numerous company of the principal perfons, 'who did not quit them until 'they ;had taken their refrefhment,
after *which they fent for the fat cacique, .and thole of this place, and
gave them a fevere reprimand for} receiving and entertaining us, contrary
to the will of their fovereign, Montezuma.; and having ufed many
threats of punifhment, they concluded with a demand of twenty men^
and women to lacrifice to.their gods, in order to expiate the offence,
. This being, made-known :to our general he acquainted the caciques,
that in conformity rto his duty, he deemed it proper to feize the perlons
tof thefe officers, until their lord, Montezuma, fhould be informed of the
tyrannies
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tyrannies they committed on his fubjcdts. This propofal terrified and
aftonifhed the chiefs, and they at firft refufed to lay hands on them, ,
but Cortes was determined, and caufed them to be feized and fattened
by the neck in a kind of pillory made of large ftaves and collars. They
were fo fixed as not to be able to ftir, and one of them alfo being refrac
tory was beaten foundly. Cortes then proclaimed that-neither tributenor obedience fhould be paid to Montezuma, and this' he- ordered to be
made univerfally known through thefe diftridts,. and alfo, that whereverhe fhould hear of any officers of. Montezuma coming, he would fend
for and arreft them. The intelligence of thefe meafures foon fpread
through the country> which the natives faid were to be attempted only
by fuperior beings
*
or Teules, the name which they give to their idolsr,
and by which they henceforward diftinguifhed the Spaniards.
The chiefs were now violent to facrifice the officers r whom before
their arreft they: hardly dared to Ipok at; and this they faid was in order
to prevent them from conyeying intelligence to Mexico; but when it
came to the knowledge of Cortes, he prevented it by taking them into
his own cuftody, and putting them under a guard of foldiers. At mid
night he caufed two of them to be untied, and brought fecretly into his
prefence; when they came before himAfie aiked them, as if ignorant
of what had happened, what ;couhtry they belonged to, and why they
were kept prifoners.. They anfwered, “ That they had been feized by“ the caciques and people of that town, who were favored and encou“ raged in it by him and us.” To this Cortes replied, “ That he
“ knew nothing of it, and was very forty .-for what had happened.”
He then caufed food to be brought to them, and treating them with
great kindnefs, defired . that they would go and inform their fovereign)how much he wifhed to be Iris friend and fervapt. He alfo promifed[that he would releafe their companions, and reprimand the caciques for,
what they had done. He then defired them to go away as faft as .they
could, but they informing him that it would be their deftrudtion to at
tempt to pais through the country, he lent them by a boat with fix
tailors,

(
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failors, who had orders to put them on fhore beyond the territory ©f
Cempoal.
In the morning, when the caciques found that two of their prifoners were flown, they were very determined on facriflcing the reft,
but Cortes afluming the appearance of great difpleafure at the lofs, or-;
dered a chain to be brought, in which he fent the remainder of the
Mexicans to the fhips, and this he did to get them out of the power of
the others, for as foon as they were on board he released them, with a
promife that they fliould foon be permitted to return to Mexico. The
caciques now reverted to Cortes for advice how they fliould ad, as
Montezuma muft inevitably know the manner in which his officers had
been treated, and would in confequence overwhelm them with his great
armies;; *to which Cortes with a cheerful countenance replied, that
he and his brothers there'would guard them againft al! attacks.
The caciques on their part offered to fupport us with all.their powers,'
and they at this time entered under allegiance to his Majefty before
Diegode Godoy the royal notary , and caufcd proclamation thereof to be
made through the province, the people of which rejoiced in the exemp
tion from the vexatious demands of Montezuma’s officers.
’' *
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The ftrong alliance which we had now made, induced us to loie
no time in eftablifliing our fettlement in fo advantageous a fituation.
For the feite of our town wechofe a plain, half a league from the fortrefs
where we now were.; and tracing -out the Foundations of the church,
fquare, arfenal, and fort, we raifed all the buildings to the firft ftory,
and alio-the walls and parapets of the fort, with loop holes and barbacans. Cortes was the firft to carry earth, orftones, or dig in the foun
dations; and his example was followed by all the officers and Foldiers,
fome digging, and others making the walls of day, Fringing water,
and at the kilns making -bricks and tiles -; others feeking provifions or
limber, and the Smiths preparing the ironwork: Tin ibis manner we
continued, until, with-the affiftance of the natives, we had nearly com
pleted the. church, thoufes., and fortrefles.
At

( -173 0
At this time, it appears., the great Morttczuftia received intelli
gence of the manner in which his officers had been treated, and of the
rebellion of the provinces. He was much enraged with Cortes, and
hadordbred twb armies to march,' one to puriifh his refractory Subjects,
the other againft us., but when they were ready to fet out, the arrival df
the two officers whom Cortes had rdeafed, and the account of thefftahner in which they had been treated while in our power, aftuaged his
anger, and induced him to fend us a peaceable mcf&gC. For this pur
pose he feledted two of his nephews, whom he fent to us under the
care of four old noblemen of tfreffift rank about his court, with a pre
fent of gold, And mantles, | worth two thoufand^ crowns, and alfo to re
turn his thanks to Cortes,' for the civility (hewn to his officers ; bUt
adding a complaint of his having mitigated thefe people to throw off
their alliance, for which he Would at a future opportunity punifti
them, though he refrained front doing fo at the pifcfent, oh account df
our being amongft themj becaufe he was convinced that we ivefe thofe
of whom the ancient prophecies had fpokeni, and that we were of the
tame anceftors with himfelf. ■ Cortes informed tht ambaffadors, theft
he arid all of us Were the moft humble fervants of the great Montezuma,
for whom we had taken care of thofe officers, three of Whoni'Were now
on board of Our (hips, and thefe he ordered to be immediatelybrought
and delivered io their friends.- r.
r
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Cortes then Complained of Montezurrtk, and the uncivil flight df
his officer the governor flaying, that 'Was the reafon of his now coming
to this country, where he had received much kirtdnefs; hoping what
had pafled Would be pardoned, and that as to tribute, it was not poffiblc to ferve two matters, ahd the people of thefe provinces were how1
the vaffals of our lord the emperor; but that he expected foon to wait
on the great Montezuma, and then every thing fhould be done to his
datisfadlion by us
* > He prefented the young princes with glafc diamonds
and beads, arid f treated therft with much honor, ordering the cavalry
out to exercife in their prefence, a fight which afforded them great fai
L
'
tisfaeftion;

tisfadion j after which they returned to Mexico, very well contented
with their vifit.
Cortes at this time loft his horfe, whole place he fupplied by that
called El Harriero: he was a dark chefnut and one of the belt that were
brought to New Spain. The embafly fent by Montezuma had the
greateft efifed on the people of thofe countries, for faid they how formi
dable mull: thofe Teules be, whom even the great Montezuma fears! 1
The fat cacique now waited on Cortes, to complain of the out
rages committed by a garrifon of Mexican troops which occupied a
town called Cingapacinga, nine leagues dillant from the place where
we were. After fome confideration, Cortes laughing faid to thofe about
him, ** Gentlemen you- fee that thefe people efleem us to be a fuperior
** race of beings, let us encourage' the prejudice, and imprefs them
** with the idea that one of us is enough to drive an army before him.** For this purpole I will fend old Heredia the Bifcayan muikefeer;
M whole fierce and fcarred face, great beard," one eye, and lame leg,
•* will terrify them.** This man had been a foldier in Italy. Cdrtes
told him when he had got as far as the river to fire a mulket as a fignal,
for he did this only to try how far the credulity of the Indians in our
favor would carry them. Heredia being prelent, he called to the ca
ciques faying, ** Go with this Teule, whom I fend to kill or make pri-.
•* loners all your enemies.’* The caciques let out with their party ac
cordingly, being headed by the old foldier, who went firing his mulket
before them out of the town. As- foori as he arrived at the river he
gave the fignal, and Cortes, fent to Hop them, having fufficiently tried
their faith, and when they returned he informed them that it was his
intention to proceed againft their enemies with his whcde force.
When the foldiers .were warned fdr this duty , thofe of the party of
Velafquez refuled to obey orders, laying; that they would go on no ex
pedition, but infilled on returning to the Illand of Cuba. Thonumber
of mutineers who openly declared themtelves was feven j 'when thefe
were
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were brought before Cortes and aiked by him how they could behave fo
ill, they infolently replied, that they wondered at his idea of colonizing
among# fuch numbers of the natives; that for their parts they were
tired of being dragged about, and would go to their plantations in Cuba.
Cortes replied that he would not oppofe their going, though he difapproved of their conduct; accordingly they embarked, and brought their
provifions of bread, oil, and vegetables, on board, and one of them
named Moron fold a good horfe to one Juan Ruano, who was to pay
for it by an alignment of certain articles of his property in Cuba.

Juft as the veflel was ready to fail, the foldiers, headed by the al
caldes, and other civil officers of the fettlement, waited on Cortes with a
requeft that he would permit no perfons whatever to quit their colour^,
a crime for which thofe who committed it deferved. to fufler death
*
Cortes for fome time appeared to be unwilling to withdraw the permiffion, but at length fullered himfelf to be perfuaded, and the feven
malcontents were obliged to come back io us and; fuftain the ridicule
their conduct brought on them; Moron alfo loft his horfe, which the
other kept, referring him for the payment, to his affignment on his pro
perty in the Illand of Cuba.

Our internal troubles being appeafed for the prefent, Cortes fet out
upon his expedition with four hundred foldiers, being joined at Cempoal by a thoufand of our allies divided into four companies. The firft
days march was five leagues, and on the enfuing day we reached the
outfkirts of the town of Cingapacinga, which was built among fteep
and difficult rocks. When the inhabitants heard of our approach, a
deputation of eight of their chieftains was fent to Cortes, and being
brought into his prefence, thefe perfons with tears in their eyes afked
him why he came to deftroy them, who had given no occafion for fuch
an aggreffion, adding that this furprifed them the more from the
celebrity of otir juftice, which had reached them; and as to our allies.,
of Cempoal, their malevolence againft them was founded upon an old
difpute about boundaries, and now they took advantage of our fupport
Li
to
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to rob and murder them. They admitted that a Mexican garrifon had
been in their town, but it had retired on the arrcft of the officers of
Montezuma. They therefore prayed that we would grant them our
_ '
.
. .<
favor.

As foon as this was explained, to Cortes, he gave orders to his '
troops not to fuffer any of the allies, to advance. This order was
fpeedily communicated, but they were already plundering the people in
the fuburbs, at which Cortes was greatly enraged, and ordering the
captains into his prefence, he commanded them to return what had been
taken, adding, that, they deferved the punifhment of death fortheir
mifteprcfentat ions, when their real- and evident intention was, to rob
and iacrifice their neighbours : an injuftice which we were bound to
prevent or-redrefs. The- chiefs of Cempoal, duly impreffed< by thefe
menaces, inftantfy furrendtered their prisoners and plunfcfer. Cortes
then, with an enraged1 countenance commanded them to quit the place
for the night, which they accordingly did. This conduct won the
hearts of the people of the diftri£t, and both chiefs and priefts liftened
attentively to, and were convinced by, the truths which Cortes told
them relative to our holy faith, and his exhortation tex quit their abo
minable worfhip and cuftoms, infomuch that, calling in the people of
the neighbouring diftrfefs, the whole; engaged under allegiance to his
Mhjeffy> after baring done which, they made heavy complaints of the
tyranny of Montezuma.

On the enfoing-morning, Cortes calledfor the chiefs of Cempoal,
and, effected; a permanent reconciliation between' them- and his people;
We then
*
departed- by a different route, and being much fatigued, we
halted m a- town which was in the- diftritit of the place we- had' left. It
happened here that a certain fbldier named De Mora, took two fowls
from the houfe of one of the inhabitants, and Cortes on, hearing of it
was fo incenfed at ftieh an- outrage being committed, in a* peaceable
country, that he immediately- hung him up-, but Captain de-Alvarado
drawing his fword, cut the rope juft in time to fave the poor man’s
, A
'
life;

Kfe# this foldier was afterwards killed in an action at a rock in Guate
mala. I mention the circumftance as a proof of the ftridtnefs with
which Cortes enforced difcipline.
Proceeding from the place where this happened, we arrived at
fome huts where we found the fat cacique waiting for us with refrefhments and provisions. Our conduct on this expedition, made the na
tives hold us in higher eftimation than before; for although untaught,,
they’could fee that juftice is holy and good, and that the behaviour of
Cortes was conformable to what he profefied, when, he declared that he
came to redrefs and prevent tyranny. Here we refted for the night, and
on the enfuing day all the caciques attended us to our lodgings in
their town.

They were doubly mtcrefted now to retain us amongft them, for
they were in great dread1 of the vengeance of Montezuma; they there
fore in order to fix us propofed an intermarriage,, and for that purpofe
offered' to us eight ladies, aff of the firft femihes, who were intro
duced richly dfefled, and ornamented with gold collars and ear rings,
and attended by a' number of female flaves. The fat cacique then laid
to-Cortes, “* Tecle or lord, thefe fevert young women are for theeap** tains of your arrmy, and this my niece whois proprietor of towns
“• and" vaflals, I Beg leave to prefent to yotr.”1 Cortes received the offer
as it merited, but
*
took the opportunity to
* obferve; that in order to
ftrengthen the friendfhip with us, it* was neeeflary that? they fhould firft
renounce their idolatrous worfhip, the abominable cuftom of male
youths appearing in women’s- drefs, and their human facrifiees j-. for
every day our fight was offended by the repetition of four or five of thefe
horrid murders,, the unfortunate victims being cut up and their limbs
fold in the public markets,. as beef fe in the towns of OidGaftille. He
alfo added, that before we
* could
*
accept their proposal relative to thefe
ladies, it was neceflary that they fliouldundergo the ceremony
*of
baptifm,
The chiefs and priefts replied,, that they could; not think of re
nouncing
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nouncing the worfhip -of their gods in any refpeft; but as to the other
evil practice a flop fhoyld be put to it. This anfwer however did not
by any means fatisfy us, and Cortes ftrongly reprefented the neceflity of
fupprefling by force their idolatrous worfhip, and his determination,
though it coft the lives of all, on that very day to proftrate their falfe
gods. For this purpofe we therefore immediately got under arms, and
then Cortes declared his intention to the chiefs. As foon as the fat ca
cique heard it, he ordered the people to arm and aflemble in defence of
their temple, and they all appeared greatly agitated; but when they
faw that we were preparing to afeend the great flight of fteps, the chief
abovementioned came up to Cortes and expoftulated with him, alking
him why he proceeded upon a meafure whereby he would bring deftruftion upon them and us alfo. Cortes anfwered that he was deter
mined fincc they paid no regard to what he faid, to hurl their pretended
gods down the fteps. The chiefs replied, that they were unworthy to
approach them, but if we were refolved oh doing what we faid, they
could not help themfelves. Accordingly, they had hardly faid this,
when fifty of us going up for the purpofe, threw down and broke to
pieces the enormous idols which we found within the temple, fome in
the form of dragons, others of half human fhape, and others like dogs.
At this fight the chiefs and priefts wept and prayed for pardon, but the
warriors prepared to attack us with their arrows. Perceiving their in
tention, we immediately feized the fat cacique and fix more chiefs and
priefts, Cortes exclaiming, that if any outrage was attempted, they
fhould every man die that moment. The fat cacique tben called to his
warriors to defift, and matters being foon brought to a ftate of quiet,
Cortes took an opportunity of haranguing the people upon the fubjedt
pf religion.

He next ordered that the fragments of the idols fhould be burned,
and immediately eight priefts who ufed to have the care of them came,
and cohering them together, brought them into the temple, where
they were confirmed.
Thefe
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Thefe priefts were drefled in long black mantles like flieets with
hoods refembling thofe of our canons hanging to the fhoulders, their
robes reached to the feet, and they had a fmaller hood like the dominicans. Their long hair was matted together with clotted blood; with
fome it reached to the waift, and with others to the feet, their ears
were torn and cut, and they fmelt horribly, as it were of fulphur, and
putrid flefh. They were faid to be all of noble families, and they were
addicted to the evil practice of the country. On certain days they failed ?
I have feen them make food of the feeds or kernels of the cotton plant,,
what elfe they might have ufed at other times I cannot fay.
Cortes then harangued the people, faying that now we were really
brothers, Montezuma fhould no longer opprefs them, and he would
place them under the protection of the great Lady whom we adore, the
mother of Chrift, with many other good and holy reafons and argu
ments, which could not be better exprefled by any one, and all which
the people liftened to with great-attention. He then caufed a number
of Indian mafons to be collected,, with lime, which abounded in that
place, and had the walls cleared of blood, and new plaiftered. He alfo
* conftructed an altar which he hung round with rich mantles, and
adorned with wreaths of rofes. The temple being thus purified and
cleaned, he commanded four priefts to cut off their hair, and change their
black garments for white ones, and entrufted them with the care of the
altar, and he placed an old foldier named Juan de Torres de Cordova,
who was lame, as a hermit to refide in the temple. He alfo planted &
crofs againft a column of timber, and on the next day mafs was iaidthere by F. Bart, de Olmedo. We likewife taught the natives to make,
candles of wax, and they were enjoined to keep them always burning,
before the holy altar.
The principal perfonS of this and the neighbouring, diftricfts at
tended at divine fervice, and the eight ladies were at this, time baptized
and inftrucfted in our holy faith. The niece of the fet cacique was
named Donna Catalina; fhe was as ugly as poflible, but the general re
*
ceived
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ceived her by the hand affectionately. Puertocarrero was more fortu
nate; his lady was for an Indian very handfome; (lie was the daughter
of a great cacique named Cuefco, and was called Donha Francifca.
The alliance confolidated the friendfhip between as and this (people, of
whom we now took our leave, and returned to Villa Rica.
On our arrival we found a veflcl from Cuba in the harbour, com
manded by one Francifco Saucedo, called el Pulido on account of his
affectation of finery and manners. Luis Marin a very able officer, and
ten foldiers with two horfes were on board. We learned by thefe
people that Velafquez had received from Old Spain his authority to
barter and colonize. This, with his appointment to the commiffion of
adelantado of- Cuba, put his friends in our army in very great fpirits.

The works of our town were nearly finifhed, and many of us now
grew anxious to pay a vifit to the great Montezuma, and -exprefled to
Cortes our wifh to try our fortune. Confutations being held hereon,
it was determined in the firfl: place to fend a deputation to his Majefly\
with an account of w hat we had done, and alfo with the gold and other
articles of value which had been obtained. This determination was ‘
agreed to by Cortes, and was immediately carried into effect, and Diego
de Ordas, and Francifco de Montejo, two men of bufinefs, going
through the whole of the officers and foldiers^ and reprefenting to
them, that, although to fuch as clajmed their fhare it fhould not be
denied, yet it was for the general intereft that the whole of the treafure
fhould he fent to his Majefty, all our companions gave their con
fent, and renounced their claim to a partition. Alonzo Hernandez
Puertocarrero, and Francifco de Montejo were named as our agents,'
the laft mentioned of whom Cortes had already fecured in his own interefl: by a gift of two thoufand crowns. By thefe gentlemen Cortes
wrote his private letters, the .contents of which we never knew. The
council alfo wrote conjointly with thofe of the foldiers who were moft
felicitous for the cftablifhment of the colony, and the election of Cortes
captain general. In this letter nothing was omitted that could ferve
our
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our taufe; my hand was to it with the reft: and befides thefe, a letter
to the following purport was written in the name of the whole army. 1

Beginning with the expreflions of refpedt due to fo great a monarch;
it proceeded to inform him of the events which had occurred during out
expedition, to the period of our election of Cortes, until his.Majefty’s
pleafure on the fubjedt fhould be known; - with our engagement to yield
him a fifth of all treafure, after the deduction for his Majefty. It alfo
contained an account of ourdifcovery of the two Spaniards in this
country, and our war in Tabafco, until we brought thofe people to
fubmiflion to his Majefty, and to embrace our holy faith, of our ob
taining two excellent linguifts, of our arrival at St. Juan de Ulua, and
our interviews with the ambafladors of Montezuma; our fubfequent
march into the country, and our alliance with the people here, who
had in confequence renounced obedience to the Mexican monarch, of
the expedition to Cingapacinga, the conftrudtion of dur fortrefs, and
our prefent determination to advance into the country, to the court of
the great Montezuma. The letter alfo gave an account of the military
and religious cuftoms of the inhabitants, of the former, expeditions of
our countrymen
*
and an enumeration of the various articles of treafure
which we lent by our agents, and how we alfo lent by the fame oppor
tunity, four natives, whom we refcued out of the cages of Cempoal,
where they were fattening for victims. After thefe accounts we
*further ftated, how we were at prefent four hundred and fifty foldiers, furrounded by hofts of enemies, and ready to lay down our lives for the,
fervice of God, and his Majefty, and we fupplicated, that his Majefty
would be pleafed not to beftow the government of fo great and rich a
country, which deferved to be ruled by a great prince or lord, on any
unworthy perfon. We alfo ftated to his Majefty our apprehenfion,
that the Governor of Cuba might be attempted to be put in upon us,
through the intereft of his patron the Bifhop of Burgos, whom he had
attached to him by the affignment of valuable eftates in that Ifland, in
which he failed in his duty to his Majefty, who was by right entitled
to them. That thefe things we were bound to reprefenf, and await-the
M
return
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return of his gracious anfwer proftrate on the ground > and that if the
Bifhop of Burgos fent any perfon over us, we fhould fufpend our obe
dience, until his Majefly’s pleafure was known, and that in the mean
time, we remained under the command of his Majefly’s faithful fervant .
Cortes, whofe merits we exalted to the fkies. , i

This being all drawn up in due form
*
our general defired to be
permitted to read it, arid on the perufal he exprefled his highefl: fatisfaCtion thereat. The only two articles he excepted to were, the men
tion of his fhare of the treafure, and of the names of the preceding difcovejersi for it feems that he had in his private letter afcribed all the
honor and merit to himfelf. Thefe parts he defired to fupprefs, but
there were not wanting thofe who told him, that his Majefty was to
know,, not only the truth, but the whole truthf _ This bufinefs com
pleted, the letters were intruded to our agents, with ftri€t injunctions
by no means to touch at the Havannah, nor at the port of El Marien,
as we wifhed to keep the affair from the knowledge of Velafquez.

After mafs on the twenty-fixth of July 1519 our agents failed,
and arrived fafely at the Havannah, in dircdt opposition to our inftructions, for, Puertocarrero being tick, Montejo compelled the pilot Alaminos into his views, on the pretence of getting provifions from his
eftate at El Marien. As foon as the fhip call anchor, Montejo fent a
failo'r on fhore with letters and advices to the Governor Velafquez, and
jthis man as he went through the Ifland proclaimed the news of all that
had happened in the army under Cortes.
Velafquez on receiving the intelligence communicated by Montejo,1
as is faid, heartily curfed Cortes, his fecretary, and the contador, by\
whofe advice he had chofen him. He immediately fent two Veflels
armed in fearch of our fhip, of which the unwelcome iritelligerice was
loon received, that the was by that time confiderably advanced towards Europe; and with this news his veflels returned to St. Jago, making
Velafquez more difconfolate than ever. He lodged a complaint before
‘ M
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the Bifhop of Burgos, and the court of royal audience in St. Domingo,,
but the reverend fathers fent him back an anfwer highly favorable to
us, whofe fervices they were by this time made acquainted with. This
anfwer, which was brought by a licentiate named Zuazo, or arrived about.
the fame time with him, vexed the governor fo much, that from being
very fat, he grew quite lean. He; now made- the utmoft exertions to
colled: a powerful armament in order to overwhelm us, on which bufinefs he went in perfon, and by the fury and determination he exhibited,
he induced moft of the lettiers of Cuba to take part in the expedition, and.
prepared a fleet of eighteen fail great and fmall, under the command of
Pamphilo de Narvaez.
'j
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Our agents paflrng the caual of Bahama, under the guidance of
Alaminos, the firft pilot who ever navigated through it, proceeded to,
the Iflands of Terceras, and from thence to Seville; and in a few days ar- .
rived at the court, which was then at. Valladolid;, the; Bifhop of Burgos
being prefident of the royal council of the Indies. Our agents went to
wait on him in great fpirits, expecting a gracious reception, .but having
prefented their letters and requefted a fpeedy tranfmiflion of them and
their prefent, to his Majefty, who was then in Flanders, the bifhop
returned a very repulfive and haughty anfwer,: faying, that he would
make his own reprefentations of our conducft, in having thrown off our,
obedience to the governor of Cuba. The arrival of Benito Martinez
the chaplain of Velafquez at this time, contributed much to fet our
affairs in an unfavorable fituation, and the bifhop in confequence of a
rembnftrance which was made to him by A. H. Puertocarrero, one of
thofe employed by us, and a cavalier of rank, caufed him to be thrown
into prifon, on a pretended mifdemeanor, in carrying away with him
to the Indies a woman of Medellin, named Maria Rodriquez. AH
this it was neceflary, according to the dictates ofprudence, to keep
filence upon, until the proper time, and place.

(

- , The bifhop now wrote to his Majefly, reprefenting the tranfaciions .in the moft , favorable light for Velafquez, and the moft oppofitc
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one for ns, aiuf entirely fupprefted all mention of our letters, orprefents,
of which he appropriated a great part to his own ufe. Our agents then,
in concert with Martin Cbrtes father <to the general, and the licentiate
Nunez, relator of his Majefty’s royal council and a near relation to
Cortes,' with the countenance of fome noblemen their friends, and
others who were jealous of the haughty manners of the bifhop, refolvcd
to fend the duplicates of our letters to his Majefty, and alfo others,
oomplaining of the partiality of tHis prelate. It was the will of God
that the faid accounts fhould reach his Majefty’s hands, and that he
ftiould be well pleafed with them, infomuch that, for many days, no
thing was talked of but the fervices of Cortes,- and u$ his foldiers.
The Emperor was ever after diflatisfied with the Bifhop of Burgos for
the part he had a died. When he heard the turn our affairs had taken
at court he was more furious againft Cortes and the reft of us than ever,
but it Was the wiUof God that by the"time two years more had elapfed,
his courage fhbukl be cooled, forhe was cenfurcdj while we continued
to be held in eftimation as loyal fubjedts to his Majefty, and the Em
peror was pleated to fay, that he would fhortly come to Caftille, and
there attend to our memorials/ and reward our fervices
*
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In four days after the departure of our agents, a plot was formed
by certain perfons who were enemies to Cortes on various accounts, fuch
as the return to Cuba being precluded to them, and their being deprived
of a ftiare of the gold. Amongft thele confpirators were one Efcudero,
and one Cermefto, Gohzalo de Umbria a-pilot, BernaMino de Coria, a
clergyman named Juan Diaz, and certain foifers who had been whipped
in Cozumel. It Was determined amongft them to feize a veflel and fail
for Cuba, there to give information to Velafquez of the departure of
6Ur agents, and this plan wasfuggefted by fome perfons of confequencc.
Their fcheme was fruftrated a few hours before they were to have failed,
by the repentance and difcovery of De Cofia, who revealed it toGdrtes.
They were in confequence feized, and being examined confefled the
whole, and accufed feveral others j but of thefe no farther notice was
.taken. The prifoners were all condemned except the prieft, whofe
■ •
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orders protected him, but he got a great fright. Efeudero and Cerrheno were hanged, the pilot Umbria had his feet cut off, and each of
the mariners received two hundred lafhes. I remember when Cortes
was ratifying this fcntence, he gave a deep figh and exclaimed, ** How
“ happy is he who is not able to write, and is thereby prevented from
** figning the death warrants of men?
*
It feems to me that this expreflion is very frequently affected amongft judges, and that it was bor
rowed from the cruel Nero at the time he counterfeited the appearance
of being a good emperor. As foon as the fentences were executed,
Cortes polled off at full fpeed to Cempoal,' commanding two hundred
foldiers, and all the cavalry, as alfo a detachment which was out under
Alvarado, to follow him.

In the confultations which we held at Cempoal upon our intended
expedition to Mexico, the friends of Cortes advifed him to deftroy the
fleet, in order to prevent attempts fimilar to that related in the laft
chapter, and alfo to obtain fo conliderable a reinforcement as the whole
body of mariners, who amounted to above a hundred. It appeared to
me that Cortes had'already determined this in his own mind, but he
preferred that it fhould come as an application from us, in order that if
damages were fued for on account of the lofs incurred, we fhould be all
refponfible as himfelf. Cortes therefore ordered his friend Juan de Ef
calante who bore a bitter enmity to Velafquez on account of not being
given a good diftriCt in Cuba, to difmantle the fhips, and then fink
them, retaining only the boats for the purpofe of filhing. Efcalante
executed this fervice, and returned to Cempoal with a company formed
of the mariners, many of whom turned out very good foldiers. . Cortes
how fummoned the chiefs
*
of thefe people who had renounced their
allegiance to Montezuma, and enjoined them to render all ferviCes in
their power to the party he left in Villa Rica, and to. aflift them in
completing the town. Then taking Efcalante by the hand he faid,
** This is my brother: obey him in whatever he defires you to do, and
“if you require afliftance or protection againft your enemies, recur to
•'* him, ana he will give it to you'.
**
This the caciques all promifed
*•
to

(

86 )

to perform, and I recoiled! they immediately hereupon began, much
againft his will and endeavours, to fumigate Efcalante-with their incenfe.. This officer was placed here in order to repel any attempts
which might be made by Velafquez, as he was thoroughly attached to
the intereft of Cortes. Gomara here aflerts that Cortes dared not pubr
lifli to the foldiers his intention of marching to Mexico. I beg to be
informed what is the difpofition of a Spaniard? Or when it ever hap
pened that he was not ready to march forward ? He alfo errs where he
fays Pedro de Ircio remained commandant in Vera Cruz. I fay again
that Juan de Efcalante was captain, and alfo alguazil major. Pedro de
.Ircio was not fit to be a corporal, nor is it juft Jo take from one what
belongs to him, and give it to another.

After having rendered the veflels unferviceable, but not .privately
as Gomara aflerts * being one morning aflembled after mats, and con
verting on military affairs with Cortes, he defired our attention, and
addrefled us, faying, ** We now knew the bufinefs which was before
us; that with the aid of our Lord we fliould conquer, and it was
° neceflary to do fo, for in cafe of a defeat there was no efoape; nor
< e had we any fupport but. in our valour, and the. mercy of God.” To
this he added many comparifons of our fituation with thofe drawn from
the hiftory of the .ancient Romans., We one and all replied, “ That we
.** were prepared to obey him; that the lot was now caft, let fortune
“ take what turn fhe would, as Caefar faid in paffing the Rubicon, for
“ that all ourfervices were devoted to God and his Majefty.” Cortes
then addrefled us again in a very,eloquent and impreflive ipeech, which
having concluded, he called for the fat cacique, and having informed
him of pur determination, he injoined him to take care of our church,
and holy crofs. :
When we were juft ready to depart, a foldier arrived with a letter
to Cortes from Juan de Efcalante, whereby he was informed, that a
ftrange fhip was then at anchor in a river three leagues diftantfrom
Villa Rica, and that he could not obtain any anfwer to his fignals
-♦
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from thofe on board. Upon this, Cortes appointed Alvarado, and' San-,
doval- who already began to fhew himfelf the officer he afterwards was,
to take the command of the army in his abfence; (Avilabeing pafled
by, and Sandoval preferred on this occafion, firft caufed a certain jealoufy on the part of the former;) he then fet out with four of the ca
valry to Villa Rica, ordering thirty of the lighted infantry to follow him
thither, which number accordingly arrived there that night.

When we arrived at Villa Rica, Efcalante offered to Cortes to ger
with twenty men to the veflel, left (he fhould make her efcape, and that:
Cortes might take fome repofe; but Cortes replied, that he could not
think of that, for “ A lame goat took no afternoon’s hap.” Accords
ingly, without eating a morfel, we proceeded along the coaft, and^om
our road fell in with four Spaniards, who were fent to take pofleffipn of
the country, by Captain Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. One of thefe,
who was named Guillen de la Loa, was a notary, and' the reft attended
him as witnefles. Cortes having queftioned thefe men as to what
brought them there they replied, that Francifco de Garay, governor of
Jamaica, had obtained from the court, a commiffion of adelantado and
governor of fuch diftridts as he fhould difeover on that coaft, northward,
from the river of St. Peter and St. Paul, by virtue of which, he had
fent three fhips, with two hundred and feventy foldiers, under the
captain already named, who was then in the river Panuco. Cortes
treated them with much kindnefs, and afked them if they thought that
we could get pofleffion of their fhip; to which Guillen de la Loa re
plied that they would do their utmoft to affift us, but no figns nor in
vitations that they made could induce thofe on board to
* approach, and
we were told by them that their captain was aware of our being on the
coaft, and they fuppofed, when the boat did not come off, that we had
been difeovered. Cortes now bethought himfelf of a ftratagem, and it
was this j he drefled four of his foldiers in the clothes of thefe men,
and left them there upon the fpot, tracing back the way that he had
come along the. fliore, fo that we might be obferved from the fhip.
Thus we proceeded, until we were out of fight of it, when we ftruck
into

into the woods and made a ftolen march back, reaching about midnight
the rivulet where we had left our four companions. Here we concealed
durfelves, arid early in the morning our foldiers who were in difguife
went down upon the fhore, and made figns to thofe on board the veflel,
in confequence of which a boat put off with fix Tailors, two of whom
landed with calks for water. Our four men pretended that they were
wafhing their hands, and holding down their faces endeavoured to
avoid being obferved, but thofe in the boat calling to therri, one of ours
replied, defiring them to come on fhore. The flrange voice gave an
alarm, and fufpe<5ling a trick they made off: we were going to fire
upon them, but Cortes would not let us. Thus we obtained fix men,
and returned to Villa Rica, without having eaten a morfcl during two
entire nights and a day. .
■ --.r
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CHAPTER VI.
March of the Spanijh Army for the City of Mexico,
Tlafcala. SubmiJJion of that Nation.

Wars in

Being

now ready to proceed to Mexico, our allies of Cempoal
propofed to us to march by the province of Tlafcala, the people of
which were their friends, and bitter enemies to the Mexican^. In
compliance with our requifition, fifty of their principal warriors at
tended us, and alfo two hundred men to draw our guns, and thus we
fet out from Cempoal, in the month of Auguft 1519, our army in
good order, and patroles of cavalry, and light infantry in front.

Our firft day’s march was to a town named Xalapa, and the fecond
was to Socochima, a place of difficult approach, abounding with vines.
The people here were harangued through our interpreters, who informed
them that we were vaflals of the Emperor Don Carlos, who had fent
us to put a flop to human facrifices, and other abufes. They alfo ex
plained to them many things concerning our religion, and as thefe
people were allies of Cempoal and independent of Montezuma, we
found them very well difpofed to us. We here eredted a crofs, ex
plaining what it lignified, and that it fhould be held in veneration.
Proceeding from this place, by a pafs afnong lofty mountains, we ar
rived at another named Texutla, the people of which we found equally
well difpofed to us, and they alfo paid no tribute to the Mexican
monarch. Continuing our march through defert mountains, we that
night experienced great cold and ftorms of hail. On the next day we
reached another pafs, where were fome houfes and large temples, with
great piles of wood for the fervice of the idols. Provifions were fcarce
with us for thefe two days, and we now approached the territory of
N
Mexico,
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Mexico, at a place called Cocotlan, fending forwards to inform the
cacique.

Appearances demonftrated that we had. entered into a new country,
for the temples were very lofty, and together with the terraced dwel
lings, and the houfe of the cacique, being plaiftered and whitewafhed,
appeared very well, and refembled fome of our towns in Spain. We
named this place Caftel Blanco. In confequence of our meflage, the
chief, and other principal perfons of the town came out to meet us, and
took us to our quarters, where they gave us paltry and cold entertain
ment. After fupper Cortes made enquiry relative to the military power
of Montezuma. He was informed, how that monarch had under him
great armies, and that the city of Mexico was of uncommon ftrength,
being founded in the water, and no paflage from one houfe to another
except by bridges or boats; that each houfe was terraced, and only re
quired a parapet to be converted into a fortrefs; that the entrance to the
city was by three caufeways, in each of which were four or five aper
tures for the paflage of the waters, and that on each of thefe apertures
was a bridge of wood, which being raifed, precluded the entrance into
Mexico. We were alfo informed of the great wealth of Montezuma,
iii gold, filver, and jewels, the hearing of which filled us with aftonifliment, and fuch is the nature of Spanifh foldiers, that we were anxious
to try our fortunes, although the accounts we had been given, made
our hopes appear almoft vifionary; and truly we found Mexico ftronger
than what it was now defcribed to us. The cacique launched out alfo
in the praifes of his great lord, Montezuma, faying, that he ruled
where ever it was his will to do fo, and that he was apprehenfive of
his diflatisfadlion at our being entertained in that place, without his
licence. To all this Cortes replied faying,
That we came from a
** diftant country, by the orders of our fovereign, to warn the great
•** Montezuma to defift from human facrifices, and all outrages either
upon his own vaflals, or his neighbours, and to require from him
"** fubmiflion to our monarch. And, ** added Cortes, ** I now require
** you all who hear me, to renounce your human facrifices, cannibal
•
“ feafts,
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*< feafts, and other abominable practices, for fuch is the command of
“ our Lord God, whom we adore and believe, who gives us life and
•« death, and who is to raife us up to heaven.
**
All this the natives
heard with a profound filence, and Cortes then turning to the foldiers,
propofed to them immediately to plant the holy crofs; but the Rev.
Father Olmedo objected, upon the grounds of the ill will and igno-.
rance of the people, which might induce them to commit fome outrage
or indignity againft that holy fymbol; he therefore recommended that
it fhould be deferred until a better opportunity.
We had with us a veiy large dog, the property of Francifco de
Lugo, which during the night ufed to bark, a thing that greatly furprifed the natives, who alked our allies if that fierce animal was a lion
or tyger which we brought to kill them; they anfwered that he fell on,
and tore to pieces any who offended us; they alfo told them that our
guns fent forth ftones, which killed our enemies as we pleafed to direct
them, and that our horfes caught whoever we purfued: to which the
others replied, that with fuch powers we were really Teules. Our
allies alfo warned them to take fpecial care, for that, we knew their moft
fecret thoughts, and advifed them to conciliate us by a prefent. Shortly
after we received from them fome gold in different articles but very
much debafed, four Indian women to make bread, and a load of mantles.

I remember a particular circumftance of this place. Near fome
temples were laid numbers of 'human fkeletons, fo arranged that they
could be counted with cafe and certainty; I am convinced from my own
obfervation that there were above a hundred thoufand; I repeat it, l am
fure there were more than a'hundred thoufand. In another part of the
fquare, human bones were heaped up in fuch quantities that they could
not be counted. Numbers of fkulls were alfo fufpended from beams;
and all thefe were watched by three priefts. The fame thing was feen
every where in fome degree, as we pafled through this country and that
of Tlafcala.
.
N2
The

The cacique of the place where we were, being aiked by us relative,
to the road to Mexico, recommended that by Cholula; but our allies
flrongly advifed us againfl going that way, on account of the treacherous,
diipofition of the people, and that the town had always a Mexican garrifon in it. Cortes demanding twenty of the principal perfons to attend
him from this place, we now quitted it in order to go to Tlafcala, by
advice of our allies, who promifed us every advantage from that nation,
and we proceeded thither, fending meflengers before us with a letter
and alfo a prefent of a crimfon velvet cap. I muft obferve that although
our letters were not legible to thefe people, they knew that fuch a thing
was as it wer-e an authority, or fanftion of the meflage that was to be
delivered, and of the office of thofe who brought it, and as fuch it was
lent upon all occafions.

Proceeding with our accuftomed order, we arrived at a village in
the country of Xalacingo, and from thence lent two of our allies, with
the letter, to Tlafcala. At this place we received intelligence, that the
whole nation was already in arms againft us, on the hippofition, from
the number of perfons who attended us„ of thofe nations which were
fubjejft to Montezuma, that we were in affiance with the Mexican
power, whofe inveterate enemies they were. Having fulpicion of
treachery from the Mexicans by thefe appearances, they inflantly pn
their arrival feized our meflengers, whofe return we impatiently waited
for during two days, which Cortes employed in exertions for the converfjon of the Indians to our holy church, by his advice and exhorta
tions. He alfo demanded the attendance of twenty principal inhabi
tants, who readily joined him, .and we at the expiration of that time
continued our march, during which we met the meflengers whom we
had fent to Tlafcala, and who had made their efcape, owing to the
negligence or connivance of their guards.

Thefe Indians had not yet recovered from the terror into which
they were put by what they had feen and heard, for the people of
Tlafcala vowed deflrudtion to us, and all our adherents. The ftandard
was
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WS ngw advanced to the front, and we all faid, ** If it muft be fo,
“ forward in God’s name.” Our general then inftrudted the cavalry
how to charge by threes in front, not halting to give thrufts with their
Jances, but pointing them at the height of the face; and he taught
them how, if the enemy feized the lance, to wreft it out of their hands
by the adtipn of the horfe, and holding the butt-end of the lance under
the arm.
Having advanced about two leagues, we arrived at a kind of fortification built pf lime and ftone, and fome;cement of fo ftrong a nature
that nothing but tpols pf iron could have any effedt on it. It was alfo
extremely well conftrudlcd for defence. We halted to examine this
Wprk, which the people informed us was built by the Tlafcalans, on
whole territory it flood, as a defence again# the incurlions of the Mexi.qan?. After pautjng fome time in ferrous contemplation of this objedt,
Cortes ordered us to march on, faying;
Gentlemen follow your flan•• dard the holy erpfs, wherewith we fhaU conquer
to which we
pne and ad replied “ That we were ready, for God was our true
“ ^ippqrt.”

After we had proceeded fome diftance, our .advanced guard law
about thirty of the enemy > fent out to obferve us, Cortes ordered fome
of the cavalry .to ^ndeayppF to take them prifoners, while we advanced
at a quick (icp to fppport the ^dyapced party. Our cavalry attacked
them, byt the enemy defended themfelves fo well with their fwords,
wounding the horfes feverely, that pur people were obliged to kill five,
it being impoflible to make them prifoners. A body of three thoufand
warriors which had been placed in ambyfoade now fallied out with
great fury, and began to (hoot at the cavalry, .who yzere aflembled in a
body; but 4? we at this time brought pur artillery and mulketry to bear
upon them, they were after a -time compelled to fall back, though re
gularly, and fighting dming th&r retreat. They left leventeen dead on
-the held, and one of pur foldiers died a few days after of his Wounds.
Evening was npw drawing on, and we did not follow them, but purfuing
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fuing our march, quitted the hills for a flat country thickly fet with
farm houfes, in fields of maize and the maguey plant. We halted for
the night near a brook, and drefled our wounds with the greafe we
took out of a fat Indian who was left on the field ; and although the
people had removed all their effects and provifions, their dogs, which
we caught when they returned to their habitations at night, afforded
us a very good fupper.

On the enfuing day, after having recommended ourfeives to our
God, we marched out to meet the enemy. Both cavalry and infantry
had been duly prepared with inftrudtions how to adt in the attack, the
former to charge, and then clear themfelves of the enemy, the latter not
to fuffer their ranks to be broken. Proceeding on our march, we
fhortly met two bodies ofTlafcalan warriors amounting to about fix
thoufand in number, who attacked us valiantly with their miflile
weapons, fhouting, and founding their inftruments. Cortes ordered a
halt, and fent to them three Indians whom we had' made prifoners on
the preceding day, directing them to require of their countrymen a
peaceable and amicable intercourfe with us, who wifhed to confider
them as brothers, and this notice and invitation he defired Diego de
Godoy a royal notary to witnefs officially. As foon as our meflage was
delivered, they attacked us more violently than before, infomuch that ft
was impoflible to endure it any longer, and Cortes therefore cried out,
“ St. Jago, and at them/
*
We accordingly attacked, and made a confiderable flaughter of them by the firfl: difeharges of our artillery, killing,
amongfl others, three of their chiefs.
They now retreated towards fome broken ground, where the whole
army of XicOtenga the general in chief, amounting to upwards of forty
thoufand men, was polled under cover. In this ground the cavalry
could not adt, and ,we were forced to pafs it as well as we could in a
■compact column, much annoyed by the enemy, who flatted up, and
taking the due diflance, availed themfelves of the expertnefs of their
archers. Thefe troops were all clad, and bore devices of white and red,
; " .i
"
•
which

which was the uniform of their general. Thofe whoWere armed with
lances doled upon us while we were embarrafled in the broken ground,
but as foon as we arrived on the plain with our cavalry and artillery, we
made them fmart for it. Notwithftanding this they clofed upon us on
every lide, infomuch that we could not venture to move, and we w’ere
in the greateft danger but that the hand of God affifted us. Whilft
we were engaged as I have already related, a number of the ftouteft of
thofe warriors who carried the tremendous two-handed fwords, aflociated themfelves in order to feize one of our horfes ; accordingly, as
Pedro de Moron, an exceeding good horfeman, was charging amongft
them in company with three more, thefe warriors firft feized his lance,
and then wounding, him dangeroufly, one of them with a blow of a.
two-handed fword, cut through the neck of the mare he rode, fo that
lhe fell inftantly dead, and Moron was brought off with the greateft
difficulty ; for it was utterly out of the power of us who formed the
battalion to quit it, from fear that the enemy fhould break into us com
pletely. However on this occafion we fucceeded in refcuing him out of
the hands of the enemy, and we alfo cut the girths and brought off the
laddie, but in fo doing we had ten of our number wounded, and I be
lieve that, we then killed ten chiefs of the enemy, for we were fairly
engaged with them foot to foot, and we ufed our fwords to. fuch effect
that they began to retire, taking with them the body of the mare,
which they cut in pieces, and fent all through the diftridhs of Tlafcala.
This mare was the property of Juan Sedeno, who was at that time ill of
three wounds which he had received on the preceding day Moron died
of his wounds, at leaft I do not recoiled: having ever feen him after
wards. After being engaged with the enemy for above an hour,
during which the artillery made great havoc in their thick and nu
merous bodies, all of us alfo fighting as we were compelled to do foe
our lives and his Majefty’s fervice, they drew off regularly, and left the
field to us, who were too much fatigued to follow them. We there
fore remained in the next village, for that country was thickly inha
bited, and they had fubterraneous, dwellings, in which numbers of
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people lived. The name of this place is Tehuacingo, orTehuaOacingo,
and the battle was fought on the fecond day of September 1^19.

The lofs of the enemy on this occalion was very confiderable, eight
of their principal chiefs being amonglt the number. As foon as we
found ourfelves clear of them we returned thanks to God for his mercy,
and entering a ftrong and fpacious temple, we drefled our wounds with
the fat of Indians. Of fifteen wounded men, only one died. We ob
tained a plentiful fupper of the fowls and dogs which we found in the
village, and reded for the night under the protection of ftrong guards.
In this and all other battles, as foon as we wounded an enemy he was
immediately carried off by his companions, fo that we never could afcertain the number of the dead. Fifteen of them were made prifoners
by us, of whom two were chiefs.

After the fatigues differed in the late battle we repofed for one day,
which was employed in repairing our crofs-bows, and making arrows.
On the next, Cortes, not to give the enemy time to arrange new attacks,
fent out as many of the foldiers as were fit for ferviee, to fcour the
country,, which is there very flat and well adapted for cavalry. Ac
cordingly, feven of the cavalry, and two hundred infantry, attended
by our allies,; went out, and made prifoners twenty men and women,
but without any harm whatever being done by the Spaniards. The
fame cannot be faid of our allies, who being cruel, made great deftruction, and returned loaded with fowls and dogs. As foon as we returned
Cortes releafed the prifoners, and having given them food, and treated
them kindly, he expoftulated with them upon their madnefs in at
tempting to refill us. He alfo at this time relealed two of the chiefs
whom we had taken in the late battle, and lent them with a letter, and
to inform their countrymen, that, we only required an unmolefled paffage to Mexico. Thefe chiefs waited upon their General Xicotenga,
who was polled with his army at the dillance of two leagues, at a place
named to the bed: of my recollection Tehuacinpacingo, and delivering
the meflage with which they were intruded, the reply of Xicotenga
was,
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was, “ That we fhould go to the head town of Tlafcala, where peace
** fhould be made with us by devouring our bodies, and offering our
<« hearts and blood to their gods ; and that on the next morning, he
«« would give us his anfwer in perfon.’* This language, after what we
had experienced, it muft be confeffed founded moft terribly in our ears-.
Cortes however did not fufler his apprehenfions to appear, and treated
the meflengers even more kindly than before, in order to induce them
to go again. He then enquired relative to the power of Xicotenga and
the nature of his command. They informed him, that the army now
aflembled confifted of the quotas brought by five chiefs, each of which
was ten thoufand men. Thefe chiefs were, Xicotenga the elder, father
of the general, Maxicatzin, Chiohimecatccle, Tecapaneca cacique of
Topeyanco, and a cacique named' Guaxobcin. Thus fifty thoufand
warriors were now ranged under the banner of Xicotenga, which was,
a white bird with the Wings fpread refembling an oftrich. Each divifion of the troops had alfo its own marks of diftinffion : this we found
to be the cafe, and that each cacique bore them in the manner of our
nobility in Caftille, although when we were firft informed of it by our
prifoners we difbelieved it. When all this was communicated to us,
being but mortals, and like all others fearing death, we prepared for
battle by confeffing to our-reverend fathers, who were occupied during
the whole night in that holy office.
f
'
/pv-wod ^21
On the fifth of September 1519, having brought out ofir whole
force not excepting the wounded, the crofs-bowmen and mufketeeps
being directed to fire alternately, fo that there fhould always be fome of
each loaded, the foldiers with fword and buckler being ordered to ufe
the points, paffing them clear through the bodies of their opponents,
and the cavalry being inftrudted to keep their ranks, and charge at half
fpeed, pointing their lances at the eyes of the enemy, and riding through
them -without halting to give thrufts, with our colours flying, and four
of our companions as a guard upon them, we fet out upon our march.
We had not proceeded half a quarter of a league, when we faw the
troops of the enemy covering1 the plains. Each body-difplayed its re-
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fpeClive device, and they advanced, founding all their warlike inflruments. •

Much might be written on the fubjeCl of this great, and long
doubtful battle, where four hundred men flood oppofed to hofls, which
furrounding them from all parts, filled thefe plains, extending in every
direction for the fpace of two leagues. Many of our fmall number
were lick and wounded, and we knew that the enemy came upon us in
a determination to fweep us from the earth, and facrifice us to their
idols. Their firf! difcharges of arrows, ftones, and two-headed darts
which pierce any armour, and through the body where unprotected,
covered the ground; and they continued advancing until they clofed
upon, and attacked us with their lances, and two-handed fwords,
fighting foot to foot, and encouraging each other by their cries and
fhouts. Our artillery, mufketry, and crofs-bows played on them, and
the home thrufls our infantry made with their fwords, prevented their
clofing upon us as much as they had done on the former occafion. Our
cavalry alfo charged with fuch effeCt, that, next to God, it was to
them we owed the victory. At one period I faw our battalion com
pletely broken, nor could all the exertions of Cortes for a time rally it,
fuch was the preflure of the enemy upon us. By the foie effeCt of our
fwords, however, we at length forced them off from us, and were then
enabled to clofe and form. One circumflance that preferved us was the
thicknefs of the enemy, whereby full play was given to our artillery.
Another, was, that they did not know how to bring up their forces
upon us without confufion, and fome of the divifions could not come
• to the attack at all. The one compofed of the warriors of Guaxocingo,
was prevented from engaging by Chichimecatecle, whom Xicotenga,
the commander in chief, had provoked by fome infulting obfervation
relative to the preceding battle. This circumflance we were informed
of afterwards. They were alfo apprehenfive by experience of. our ca
valry, our cannon, and other arms; but above all was the great mercy
of Gpd, who gave us force to fuflain their attacks. Two divifions as I
have obferved flood aloof, from difgufl at what Xicotenga had faid
'
•
relative

.
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relative to the conduct of the fon of Chiehimecatecle on the former occafion: this being obferved by the others, flackened their ardour, and
the lofs of one of their greatefl: chiefs killed, at length caufed them to
draw off their forces and retire, purfued by our cavalry, though but for
a very little diftance, owing to their exceflive fatigue. Thus being
again matters of the field, we returned our thanks to God for his mercy.
One of our foldiers was killed, above feventy and all the horfes were
wounded. I received two wounds, one by a ftone, the other by an
arrow; but they were not fuch as to prevent my doing duty; indeed if
wounds had exempted us, few would have been fit for it.

We now returned to our former port, having buried our dead in
one of the fubterraneous dwellings already mentioned, filling and level
ling it, that our lofs fhould not be perceived by the enemy. How
wretched and comfortlefs was our fituation after our hardfhips and
dangers! We could not procure even oil and fait; and the cutting winds
of the Sierra Nevada, made us fhiver again,
Cortes now fent three of his prifoners, together with thofe who
had carried the former meflage, to repeat his demand of a free pstflage
to Mexico, with threats of deftrudion in cafe it was refufed. When
our meflengers arrived at Tlafcala, they found the chiefs of that nation
much difgufted with their misfortunes and lofles; ftill they heard our
propofals with a very unwilling ear, and fent for their priefts, and cer
tain wizards who divine and foretell by catting lots, in order to learn
from them, if we were vincible, and which were the mott likely meins
of fucceeding againft us; alfo, if we were fupernatural beings, and what
our food confifted of. It feems their wizards informed them, that we
were human beings, and fubfifted as fuch, not eating the hearts of thofe
we killed, as they had been told, and that though invincible by day,,
we were to be conquered by night, for that all our force was derived
from the prefence of the fun. This being believed, orders were imme
diately fent to their General Xicotenga to make an attack upon us during
the night. Accordingly, he marched againft us with a force of ten
Oz
thoufand
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thoufand warriors, who attacked our poft in three different bodies, but
*
our out parties had kept too good a look out to be furprifed, and a mo
ment was fufficient to put us under arms. They therefore met With
fuch a reception as foon caufed them to turn their backs, being, as it
was moonlight, purfued by our cavalry with a confiderable lofs ; and
they returned to their poll heartily lick of a nodhimal attack. I have
heard it faid, that finding themfelves deceived by their priefts and
wizards, they in revenge iacrificed two of them. We had but one of
our allies killed, and two Spaniards wounded in this adtion, arid We
made four prifoners; but on the erifuing day when we came to look
into the fituation of our army, it was far from confolatory; we were
dreadfully harrafled, had loft above fifty-five foldiers by battle, ficknefs,
and feverity of weather, and had feveral lick; our general was ill of a
fever, as was our Rev. Father Olmedo, and the expectation of reaching
Mexico was now confidered as a vifionary idea, after what We had ex
perienced of the refiftance of the Tlafcalans.

We. had however in our army many cavaliers equally wife in
council as they were brave in the field, with whom Cortes never oifiitted
confultirig bn important occafioris, ribtwithftandihg Gomara lays that
Cortes did thisand that, as if he was the foie adtor, infoniuch that
even if he had been made of iron, he could riot have executed all which
that hiftorian afcribes to him. Let it fuffice that he did in every refpedt
like a good captain which he Was, arid this I fay, that in addition to
his other mercies God was pleafed to give us wifiJom to counfel and
advife Cortes, upon all important occafions, for the beft, as the refult
proved. But to have done with praifes, We waited on Cortes, and reprelented to hirri the favors which heaven had fhewri to us, and how
evidently they pointed out that we were referved for fome great end,
and now we advifed him to releafe his prifoners, and by them to make
a fecorid offer of amity to thefe people. Donna Marina, whofe fpirit
fupported her in all dangers, and when lhe knew that we were Upon
the Brink of deftrudtion, and were in momentary apprehenfioh df being
devoured, was at this time of moft eflential fervice, for fhe explained to
•
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tliofe We lent, that it Was our determination, if theif Countrymen did
not immediately treat, to march again ft and deflroy them and their
tOwii. With this refolutemeffage they went once more to Tlafcala.

Our meffengers having arrived at Tlafcala, waited on the chiefs,
the principal of them bearing in One hand our letter, and in the other a
dart. It was the will of heaven that the Tlafcalans fhould be now in
clined to enter into terms of accommodation. The two chiefs named
Maxicatzih, and Xicotenga the elder, immediately fent to invite the
'reft, and alfo thfe cacique of Guaxocingo their ally, and being all affembled, they rep’refCnted to them, that their attacks had been ineffectual
on us, and deftrudtive to them, and that we were in hoftility to their
inveterate enemies the Mexicans, who had made war on them for up
wards of a hundred years, by which they were now deprived of fait and
cotton. They therefore propofcd, that their nation fhould accept oui
Uliiancfe, and that, in order to perpetuate it, the daughters of their firfk
*
families fhOuldbe offered to us as wives. To thefe propofals they all
^g'rted, arid fent notice thereof to their general. This chief was highly
offended at it, and infifted on making another night attack upon us.
'The council of Tlafcala being informed of this, fent orders to fuperfede
'him, but the captains and warriors refufed to obey, and in confcquence
of his violenc eofiduCt, four of their principal and moft venerable chiefs,
/Who Were appoibted to wait on, and invite us to their town, were intimidated, and prevented from executing their miffion.

Having remained two days Without doing anything, we now propofed to Coftes to march to a place called Zumpacingo, the chief town
of the diftridt, the people of which had been fummoned, but had treated
our meffage with negledt. Accordingly, early in the morning we fet
out, Un'def"the command of Cortes, who was not yet quite recoveredThe morning was extremely cold, the wind affedting two of our horfes
fo much that we 'were afraid they would have died.. Proceeding on our
march, we arrived at- the town before daybreak. The inftant the natives heard of oCTr appYoach, they fled from their houfes,. crying, that
the

(

*
>0

)-

the Teulcs were coming to kill them. We halted ip a walled inclofure,
until it was light, when certain priefts and old men came from the
temples, and apologized for not having attended to our fummons,
afcribing their conduct to the threats of Xicotenga. Cortes ordered
thefe people to go to their head town and defirc the chiefs to attend him,
in order to bring about a peace; for we were as yet ignorant of what
had palled. We obtained here a good fupply of provisions, and the
farther advantage, that the Indians formed a favorable opinion of us,
which daily gained ground. The chiefs and old men went to Tlafcala,
and their reprefentations had fuch an effect, that orders were given to
all the neighbouring people, to fend in provisions to us.
Some of our foldiers began now to hold very querulous language;
more efpecially thofe who had left good houfes and plantations in the
ISland of Cuba. Seven of them waited at this time upon Cortes, and
their fpokefman addrefled him in a prepared oration in the manner of
advice, wherein he reprefented to him, that above fifty-five of our com
panions were dead, and that we were ignorant of the Situation of thoSe
in Villa Rica. That notwithstanding the mercies which had been
Shewn us, it was imprudent to tempt God too often, and it was neceflary to avoid being brought into a worSe Situation than that of Pedro
Carbonero, for at preSent there was hardly a hope of efcaping being
facrificed to the idols of the natives. But that though it Should pleale
God to preServe us, Still it was expedient to return to Villa Rica, and
conStrud: a veflel to fend to Cuba for affiftancej and they lamented the
imprudence of having totally destroyed our Shipping, a deed the raShnefs of which could not be parallelled in hiStory.. They added, that
though our Situation was worfe than that of hearts of burthen, who if
forced to labour have at leaSt food and reSt, yet they had hitherto de-?
fiSted from remonstrating, as not thinking the time admitted of it, but
that now the enemy were withdrawn and the Country feemed peaceable,
the prefent opportunity Should not be omitted to be taken,
Cortes replied mildly, that he believed there znever existed Spanish
foldiers

foldiers who had exhibited more valour and perseverance than ourSelves,
and that it was neceflary to continue to do fo in order to fave our lives.
That with our courage he was well acquainted, as he alfo was vHth
many other circumftances which they had then mentioned. But, that
as God had delivered us from thofe great perils, he hoped the fame
mercy would be continued to us in future. He then appealed to them
if he1 had ever (hewn himfelf unwilling to (hare dangers with us,
which indeed he well might, for he was ever forward on thofe occafions, and continued his reply, adding, that as we had wherever we
went preached to the ignorant natives the doctrines of our holy faith,
he trufted we fhould ftill receive the divine afliftance, and that of his
patron St. Petet. That as to deftroying our (hips, it was done by good
advice; “ And,” continued he, “Gentlemen, our fame will exceed
«* far that Of the moft illuftrious of our predeceffors, who never, as you
obferve, dared to take fuch a meafure; and therefore it is better, in“ head of repining, to look forward, and leave all to be guided by the
«* hand of God
*
As to our return, it is true the natives we had left
.«• behind are now friendly, but if we feemed to retreat, the very ftones
«* would rife again# us. Therefore gentlemen, thus it is; bad there,
•• worfe elfewhere, better flay as you are, here in a plentiful country,
*• and as to what you fay of lofles, deaths, and fatigues, fuch is the
♦« fortune of war, and we did not come here in fearch of paftimes and
“ amufements. Therefore I beg of you, who are all cavaliers by you?
ftation authorized to fet an example, that you no longer will think
“ of returning, but do your duty like the valiant foldiers I have always
“ found you to be/
*

The others replied deprecating ftill the march to Mexico; he then
cut them fhort by faying, that according to the fong, it was better to
dieat once than live difhonored; and Cortes being fupported in thefe
fentiments by all his friends, the complaints of thefe people were ftifled
for the prefent, for we all cried out that no more fhould be faid upon
the fubjedt.
After

(( w. J
After four meffages from the chiefs of Tlafcala to their general, ta
fond a peaceable embaffy to us, that chief was Obliged to comply. Ac
cordingly forty Indians arrived at our quarters, fent by him with fowls,
bread,, and fruit; they alfo brought with them four old women in
wretched clothing, fome incenfe, and a quantity of parrots feathers.
Having offered their incenfe to Cortes, one of the men addreffed
him as follows. “ This prefent our General Xicotenga fends you. If
you are, as it is faid, Teules, and defire human facrifices, here are
“ thefe four women; take their hearts and blood for food; as we
“ knew not your pleafure, we have not hitherto facrificed them to you,
“ now do as you chufe with them. If you are men,- here are fowls,
bread, and fruit; if you are benignant Teules, we offer to’you this
“ incenfe and thefe parrots feathers.0 Cortes replied that he had already
fent to them requiring peace, as our object in coming was to make
manifeft the truths of our holy religion, and in the names of our
God and Emperor, to prohibit human facrifices; that we were men
like themfelves,1 but not accuftomed to put any to death except in our
own defence, and that they fhould no longer continue their mad re
finance, but embrace peace when it was offered to them.
Thefe men it feems were fpies; we were warned of this by our
friends of Cempbal, who informed us likewife that the people of Cirnpacingo had faid that Xicotenga meant to attack us. Cortes now made
immediate inveftigation, and caufing four of thefe Indians to be feized',
they confeffed the whole, and that their general was waiting only1 for
their report, to attack us on that very night. Cortes then caufing
feventeen of the Tlafcalans to be arrefted, made their hands be ftruck
off, and alfo the thumbs of others, and in that condition fent them to
their chief, with ah invitation' tb him to come and attack us; faying,
that We would wait, for the {pace of two days, and1 at the expiration of
that time, if he heard no farther, would come and feek for him in his
port. Xicotenga was prepared to march againft us, when liis fpies WJoined him in that lamentable ftate; hut from the moment he faw them,
*
he
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he loft his courage and haughtinefs. Alfo one of thofe divifions with
the chiefs of which he had quarrelled, at this time quitted his army, as
we were informed
*
£
v ' * • • - -* --4
.1 - *»'< *
* ’
-V
A vedette now, unexpectedly, announced the approach of a nu-.
iherous train of Indians by the road of Tlafcala, and his companion
who had flayed to obferve them, fhortly after galloped in and informed
us that they were hard by; we therefore conceived hopes of that which
it turned out to be, an embafly of peace, Cortes ordered us all to our
quarters, and on the arrival of the embafly, the four old men deputed
for the purpofe, advancing from the reft, went to the place where our
general was, and bowing their heads, touched the ground with their
hands, and kifled them; making three more bows they then advanced,
and having prefented their incenfe they faid, that they were fent on the
part of the people of Tlafcala, to put themfelyes under our protection;
declaring that they never would have made war upon us, but forktheir
belief that we were the allies of Montezuma, their mortal and ancient;
enemy. They added, that the firft attack made upon us was by. the >
Chontales Eftomies, or mountaineers, (without their approbation,) who
thought that they could eafily bring our fmall number to their lords the
Tlafcalans; they then faidr that they were come to folicit pardon for.
the offence, and that the general of their army and other chiefs fhould j
Shortly wait upon us. Having finifhed, they bowed, touching the.
ground, and killing their hands. Cortes, afluming a fevere look, re-:
proached them for the violence they had committed, but in confidera- _
tion of their wifh to expiate their offences he told them, that he was
how willipg to accept their prefents and receive them into favor. He
bid them immediately fend their chiefs to him, as in cafe they failed
to come he was determined to proceed in hoftility againft them, but
that his wifh was for peace; in token of which he made them a prefent
of fome artificial diamonds. The four ambafladors returned with this
meflage, leaving thofe who had attended them with provifions, in our
quarters. We now were convinced of the fincerity of their profeflions,
P
which,
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which came in very good time, for we were heartily tired of this fevere'
arid hopelefs war. J '
. . ' io
The hiftorian Gomara/ays, that Cortes afcended a rock, in order
to get a view of Zumpacingo. I fay it was clofe to our ftation, and
the man muft have been blind indeed who could not have feen it from
thence. He alfo talks of mutinies, and other things, of which he fays
that he Was informed. I fay that never Was 'a captain in the World
better obeyed than Cortes, and that no fuch thought ever entered the
mind of any of us, nor any thing that could be fo conflrued, except
the affair of the fands, and what I have lately related, which was only
by way of advice, for the whole of our foldiers followed him moft
zealoufly, and; it is no ■ flrange thing that good foldiers fliould occafionally counfel their Chief.
:
The news of the great Victory- which it had been the wall of God
to give to us flew through all parts, and foon reached the ears of the
great Montezuma ;infomuch that this monarch, awed by the fame of
our valour, fent five of the principal noblemen of his court, to con
gratulate us upon our fuccefles. By them he fent a prefent of various
articles of wrought' gold,1 to- the amount of a thoufandr Crowns, Untf
twenty loads of the richeft mantles, with a declaration of his wifh to
become a vaflal of our great monarch, to whom he offered to pay an
annual tribute; adding, that from the efleem in which he held our
general, he much wifhed to fee him at his court in Mexico, but that
he was obliged: to deprive himfelf of that fatisfaClion, in confequence
of the poverty of the country and badnefs of the roads by which he
was to pafs, • Cortes exprefled his obligation to this great monarch for
the prefent,- and his Offer to pay tribute to our fovereign; he requefted
the amMfladors to flay and accompany him to Tl'afcala, with which
government he had not yet made his conclufivd arrangements, and de
fired that they Would allow -him to defer giving any- farther anfwer on
that day. He was- now convalefcent, and had taken as a medicine cer
tain^ apples of great virtue, the produce of the Ifland of Cuba.
While
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While Cortes was converfing with the ambafladors of Montezuma,
Xicotenga and fifty of, his principal warriors, all clothed in uniform
habits of white and red, arrived and waited on him with great refpe€t.
Cortes received him with no lefs, and made him fit down at his'fide;
The chief then told him, that he came in the name of his father, and
the reft of the principal perfons of his nation, to folicit our friendlhip,
to fubmit to out monarch, and to apologize for having taken up arms
againft us, the reafon of which was, the apprehenfion of the wiles Of
Montezuma. He added, that their country was very poor, producing
neither gold, filver, jewels, cotton, nor even fait, which laft article
Montezuma prevented them from obtaining. He laid alfo, that what
gold their anceftors had collected, he had deprived them of, and that
if they did not now bring fatisfadldry prefents, their poverty muft
plead their excufe. He made many other complaints of Montezuma,
and Concluded by earneftly foliciting our alliance. This chief was of
tall ftature, ftrong, and well proportioned / his face broad, and fome-what Wrinkled- of'a grave afpedt, and aged about thirty-five years.
Cortes treated hita with every mark of friendfhip, and exprefled his
fatisfaeftion at having been the means of inducing fo tel pedtable a na
tion to become vaflals to our fovereign, and allies to us. The Tlafcalan.
chief then invited him to his city, which Cortes promifed to vilit as
loon as he had difpatched his bufinefs with the ainbafladors of Mon
tezuma. At the cotlclufion of the converfation however, Cortes addrefled a few words to them of a more ferious nature, in refpedt to the
offences which they had committed againft us, warning them to take
care of their conduct in future. They all promifed the utrYioft fidelity,
and this converfation having palled in the prefence of the ambafladors
of Montezuma, they attempted to ridicule the credit which we gave to
the affurances of the Tlafcalans, which they aflerted Were fo many de
ceptions, their intention being to fall on and murder us in their city.
Cortes replied^ that any fuch attempt Would bring with it its own
punilhment, and that he was determined to march to Tlafcala, if it
were only in order to afeertairi the fincerity of the people. The ambaf
ladors of Montezuma then requefted a delay of fix days, to obtain farP2
ther
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farther inflrudt ions. This Cortes acceded to; for which he had two mo
tives, firft, his ftate of health, fecondly, becaufe the obfervations of
the Mexican ambafladors afforded grounds for ferious reflections. He
now alfo fent to Juan de Efcalante, informing him of what had hap
pened, and requiring fome veflels of facramental wine, which had
been buried in a certain place, and alio lome confeerated bread, that
which we had brought with us being ufed. We at this time erected
a fumptuous and lofty crofs in our quarters, and Cortes ordered the
people of Zumpacingo to purify and whitewafh a temple, which they
accordingly did.

Our friends of Tlafcala brought-us continually ample fupplies of
provisions, fuch as fowls, and tunas or Indian- figs, and they repeated
their invitations, which we could not as yet accede to,, confidently with
the engagement which we had made to the Mexican ambafladors. At
the expiration of-the time which Cortes had given,, fix noblemen fent
by the great Montezuma arrived,, with a prefent of various articles in
« gold to the value of three thouiand crowns, and two hundred rich
mantles. They alfo brought a meflage of a congratulatory nature, and
containing the mofl: earnefl: requeft and advice, by no means to go to,
or truft the people of Tlafcala. Cortes received the prefent with every
expreflion of gratitude,, affuring them that he would repay it in good
works to their monarch, adding, that, as to the Tlafcalans, he was
thankful for the warning, and if they attempted any treachery, would
make them pay for it with their lives. At this moment he received in
telligence of the arrival of the Tlafcalan chiefs; he therefore requefted
of the ambafladors a delay of three days, before he gave his anfwer to
them.
The ancient chiefs of Tlafcala, named Maxicatzin, and Xicotenga
the elder, a blind man, together with Guaxolacima, Chichimecatecle,
and Tecapaneca of Topeyanco, now arrived at our ftation, borne on
hammocks, in litters, and on men
*s
backs, attended by a great train.
Saluting Cortes with great refpedt, Xicotenga the, blind chief addrefled
him
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him faying, that they> had often fent to him, to requeft pardon for their
hoftilities, which they afcribed to the fufpicion they entertained of our
beingrallied to Montezuma. But now we know, faid he, who, and
what you are, we would go down-to the coaft to invite you from your
(hips, andTweep the roads before you;- at prefent the utmoft we can
4p is, to requeft your company in our city, where you (hall beferved im
every manner that is in pur power. We at the fame time warn you, not
to giveeredit to the mifreprefentations of thefe Mexicans-, who are in
fluenced by thp malice which they bear to us. Cortes returning many
thanks to them,faid,.,he would have vifited them before that time, but
that he wanted men
*
to-draw. his cannon; upon which, in left than
half an hour,- above five hundred of the natives were aflembled for the
purpofe, and early in the morning we let out upon our march, attended
by the Mexican ambaffadors, by the requeft of Cortes, who kept them
near him, left,they fhould. meet with any infult, Before I proceed, I
mult mention,, that fronp- .th^s time the natives always addrefled Cortes
by the name of Malintzin; the reafon of which was, that Donna Ma
rina being our linguift, and interpreting to Cortes, they gave him the
name of Marina’s captain, which in their pronunciation was perverted
to Malintzin., We entered the territory of Tlafcala twenty-four days
before our arrival at the chief city, which was on the twenty-third of
Septembpr^j^i^.c'
w■
?

As foon as the, chiefs perceived that We were on our-march, they
went before us to provide our lodgings^ and when we approached their
city they came out to meet us,, bringing their daughters and female re
lations.; but.each tribe, or divifion of inhabitants, diftindt and feparate;
for it feems^hat of thefe there were four,, exclufive of that under the
government of. Tecapaneca, lord of Topeyanco. Each of thefe tribes
was diftinguifhed by a different uniform, of cloth made of nequen, for
cotton was a luxury, not within their- reach. The priefts came with
their incenfe pots, inloofe white garments, with their long hair matted
and clotted with blood which flowed from , recent cuts in their ears,
and the nails upon their fingers were remarkably long. They faluted
Cortes
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Cortes with reverence, and the people, when We entered the town,
crowded upon us in fuch numbers as to make the ftreets hardly paflable,
prefenting to Cortes and the cavalry, garlands of beautiful and odori
ferous flowers. When we arrived at fome large courts,' in the apart- x
merits about which we were to be lodged, the two chiefs taking Cortes
by the hand, brought him to that which was intended for hini, and
every Spanifh foldier was accommodated with a bed, compofed of a
mat, arid clothes made of nequen. Our allies were lodged near uS,
and the ambafladors of Montezuma, by the defire of Cortes, in the
apartment next to his own. Although we had every confidence in the
fincerity of‘the Tlafcalans, yet Cortes never permitted the leaft relaxation
in military duty3 when the chiefs obferved this, it gave them a jealoufy,
as they thought it to indicate that we harboured fufpicions of them,
and they fpoke to Cortes on the fubjedl in fuch terms as Convinced us
all of their fincerity. Cortes replied by aflurances of his perfect reliance
upon their truth, and alfo informed them, that it was merely a com
pliance with the cuflom of our country//f.
As foon as an altar could be erCdfed, Cortes ordered mafs to be
faid by Fra/Juan Diaz, the Rev. Father Olmedo being ill of a fever.
At this many of the native chiefs were prefent, and after it was ended
Cortes took them with him to his apartment, attended by thofe foldiers
who ufually accompanied him. Xicotenga the elder then told him,
that they had prepared a prefent of which they requefled his acceptance.
Accordingly, fome pieces of gold, and of cloth were produced, not
altogether worth twenty crowns. The chief then addrefled him, exprefling his fear that he would defpife fuch a paltry offer, but that their
poverty , and the extortions of Montezuma, of Whom they were obliged
to pure hate peace at the expence of all they poflefled, were the caufes
of it; ! CorteS received their prefent with thanks, laying, that little aS
it Was, he valued it more from them, as a teffimony of ffiendfhip,
than if others had given him a houfe full of gold. Xicotenga then
propofed to him an alliance between Our two nations, and that we
fhould accept their daughters in marriage, making the offer of his 'own
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to Cortes. Our general thanked him for. thefe marks Of goodwill,
and the chiefs remained with him a whole day. Xicotenga whd
(hewed particular attachment to Cortes, was blind; he was curious to
examine with his hands, his head,
*
features, and beard, which the
general permitted him to do.
-

On the next day the chiefs brought five daughters of caciques,
handfome - in comparifon to • the ; other women of the country, well
drefled, and each attended by a female (lave. Xicotenga then prefented
his own daughter to Cortes,1 defiring him to aftign the reft to his of
ficers. Cortes thanked him, but obferved, that for the prefent the
ladies mutt remain with their parents. The chief aiking the reafori
why he would not receive them he replied, that it was neceflary firft to'
obey the mandates of our Lord God, and the will of our monarch who
had fent us thither, to put a 'flop to human facrificeS, and other evil
practices., and bring them to the true faith in the adoration of one God.
Hethen (hewed.thema beauteous image of our Lady, with her precious
fon in her arms, and explained to them that it was the reprefentation of
the holy Mary, who is in the heavens, and mother to our Lord, by the
grace of the Holy Ghoft, “ Sine peccato concepta,” and that file is our
mediatrix with her preci ousrfon, who is out Lord God
*
then, faid he,
if you with to be our brethren, and that we fhould intermarry with you,
renounce ydur idolatrous worfhip, arid adore our God, the good efledts
of which you will foori perceive in your temporal concerns, and thereby ,
after this life,, your fouls; (halt be taken into heaven, there to enjoy
eterrial happiriefs. Whereas, by perfifting in the worfhip of your idols,
which are devils you will be drawn by them to their infernal pit, there
to burn eternally in flames of fire. Cortes after an excellent harangue
containing much more matter to the fame efledt, which was perfectly
well explained by our interpreters, here ceafed arid waited their anfwer,
which was-gi ven by the chiefs as follows. That they readily believed
all that they had heard now, and before, of the excellence of our God,
and his faints
*
and that they hoped in time to underftand more upon
the fubjedt i that in regard to the Renunciation of their ancient religion,
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if they were to do it in their old age, in order to pleafe us, what would
their priefts and the riling generation think of them? They would raife
an infurred: ion; the more fo, as the priefts had already confulted their
gods, who had commanded them by no means .to omit their, human
facrifices, and other ancient cuftoms; as in cafe of failure in the ob->
fervance of them, they would punifh the country with famine, peftilence, and war. They therefore requefted to be no more fpoken to on
the fubjeCL as they could not renounce their gods-but with their lives,.
When the Rev. Father Olmedo, who was a c wife mark and good
theologian,, heard this, he advifed Cortes to Urge it no farther at pre
fent, being adverfe to forced cQnverfions, notwithftanding it had been
done in Cempoal. He alfo obferved, that the deftrudlion of their idols
was. a fruitlefs violence, if the principle was not eradicated from their
min,ds by arguments, as they would find other idols to continue theh
worfhip to, elfewhere. Three other cavaliers, Alvarado,; De Leon, and
De Lugo, alfo {poke to Cortes to the fame effect. We however got
one of the temples cleared out; and creating an altar, converted it into a
chrlftian church, and here the ladies deftined to be the brides of ouf
officers were baptized,. The daughter of Xicotenga received the name
of Donna Louifa, and was taken by the hand by Cortes, who prefented
her to Alvarado, telling her father, that officer was his brother: at
which the old chief, exprefled-his entire fatisfaCHon. The niece or
daughter of Maxicatzin was given to Velafquez de Leon, to the beft of
my recollection: fhe was very handfome, and took the name of Donrta
Elvina; and the reft whofe names I do not now remember, but they
were all Donnas, were affigned to De Oli, Sandoval, and Avila. After
the ceremony, the reafon of the erection of crofles was explained to the
natives., as being done in order to terrify and expel the evil fpirits they
worshipped, :to all which they liftened with proper attention. Before I
proceed farther I muft mention, that almoft the whole province of
Tlafcala paid homage and made prefents to Donna Louifa: Alvarado'
bad by her a fon named Don Pedro, and a daughter named Donna
Leonora, wife at prefent to D> Fra. de la Cueva, a good cavalier, coufin;
,
to
__
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to the Duke of Albuquerque, by whom (he has four or five fons all
worthy cavaliers; Donna Leonora herfelf being an excellent lady, the
true defcendant of fuch a father, who was in right of Donna Louifa,
great lord, or as it were fovereign, in Tlafcala.

Cortes now obtained in a converfation with Xicotenga the elder
and Maxicatzin, confiderable information relative to Mexico. They
told him, that Montezuma had an army of a hundred thoufand war
riors ; that the enmity between the Mexicans and Tlafcalans had fubfifted above a hundred years, the latter having formed an alliance for
mutual protection with the people of Guaxocingo, and that all the diftriCls which Montezuma had brought under his fubjeClion were diflatisfied with his tyranny, and inclined to favor his enemies. They faid
that the people from whom the Tlafcalans had fuffered moft, were thofe
of Cholula, from which city, the troops of Montezuma could come
by furprife upon the Tlafcalan territory; that the Mexican garrifons
occupied all the cities of the neighbouring Rates, who were obliged to
pay tribute to their monarch, in gold, manufactures, and victims for
(acrifice; and in Ihort, that his wealth and power were immenfe. They
informed him alfo of the great ftrength of the city of Mexico, of the
lake, and the caufeways with their wooden drawbridges. They farther
defcribed that city as built principally in the water, fo that there was no
paffing from one houfe to another except by drawbridges or in canoes,
and that all the houfes were terraced at top, and defended by parapets.
The arms of the Mexicans they defcribed as confiding of double-headed
darts thrown by a kind of fling, lances with double-edged blades of
an ell in length, made of ftone, and (harper than a razor, two-handed
fwords of the fame material and conftruCtion, and fhields. The Tlaf
calan chiefs then produced for our infpeCtion large cloths of nequen,
whereon were painted reprefentations of their various battles. The difcourfe afterwards turned upon themfelves and their nation. They (aid
that their anceftors had told them, that in former times the country was
inhabited by men and women of great ftature, and wicked manners,
whom their anceftors had at length extirpated; and in order that we
Q
might
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might judge of the bulk of thefe people, they brought us a bone which
had belonged to one of them, fo large, that when placed upright it was
as high as a middling fized man ; it was the bone between the knee and
the hip; I flood by it, and it was of my height, though I am as tall
as the generality of men. They brought alfo pieces of other bones of
great fize, but much confumed by time; but the one I have mentioned
was entire; we were aftonifhed at thefe remains, and thought that they
certainly demonftrated
*'
the former exiflence of giants. This bone we
fent to Caftille for his Majefly’s infpedtion, by the firfl perfons who
went on our affairs from hence. The chiefs alfo told us how their idols
had predicted, that men fhould come from diftant parts where the fun
rifes, to fubjugate the country, and that they believed us to be thofe of
whom their gods had fpoken. Cortes replied that it certainly was the
cafe, that we were fent by our monarch
*
to cultivate friendfhip with
them, and that he hoped we fhould be the inftruments of their falvation, to which we one and all faid, Amen.
By this time the cavaliers my readers, are I fear tired of the converfation with the Tlafcalans; I muft however mention fome other
things which occurred here. There was a volcano near Guaxocingo,
which at this time threw up great quantities of flames. Captain Diego
de Ordas went to examine it, attended by two foldiers and fome prin
cipal Indians. The natives were afraid to approach nearer to it than
the temples of Popocatepeque, but De Ordas with his two companions
proceeding, reached the fummit, and looked down into the crater,
which forms a circle of about a quarter of a league in diameter; from
hence they alfo had the firft view of the city of Mexico, at the diftance
of twelve or thirteen leagues. This was thought at the time a great
achievement. When De Ordas went to Caftille, he obtained permiflion
from his Majefty, to bear the volcano of Guaxocingo in his coat of
arms, and it is fo borne by his nephew who lives in La Puebla. This
mountain for feveral years, until 1530, did not throw out flames; but
at that period it raged again violently.

Ia
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In this town of Tlafcala we found wooden cages, where they con
fined and fattened their vi (Slims. Thefe we deftroyed, releafing the un
fortunate prifoners, who remained with us, not daring to venture to their
homes. Cortes fpoke in very angry terms to the chiefs of Tlafcala
upon their perfeverance in this horrid cuftom; they promifed amend
ment, but what availed that, when, on our backs being turned, they
immediately reverted to their old abominations !
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CHAPTER VII.
The Spanijh Army proceeds on its march to Mexico.

After

a repofe of feventeen days in Tlafcala, it was determined to

profecute our march to Mexico. Upon this fubjedt much difference of
opinion exifled, the rich fettlers of Cuba being very adverfe to it. The
refolution which we had taken grieved our friends of Tlafcala, who
carneftly advifed us by no means to truft Montezuma or his people,
nor their fmooth and courteous words and manners; for that they were
treacherous in the extreme, and would either retain us to breed men for
Montezuma’s fervice, or in a favorable hour, would fall upon, and
deflroy us. But, in cafe of our having hoftilities with them, they ad
vifed us to kill all, neither fparing the riling youth, nor the aged counfellor. Cortes thanked, and propofed to them, an amicable treaty with
their neighbours the Mexicans; but they would not hear of this,
faying, they could not truft thofe, who would only under the veil of
peace, better execute their treacherous defigns. In regard to our road,
the Mexican ambafladors earneftly recommended that by Cholula; but
our friends of Tlafcala as ftrongly advifed us by no means to go that
way, but by Guaxocingo. Neverthelefs we determined to go by Cholula, intending to remain there, until we could by negociation obtain a
peaceable entry into Mexico. Cortes therefore fent meflengers to that
place, to inform the chiefs of his intention, and exprefling his diflatisfadtion that they had not come to wait upon him.

At this time arrived four of thie principal nobility of Mexico, with
a rich prefent. It confifted of gold to the value of ten thoufand crowns,
and ten bales of the fineft mantles of feathers. Having faluted Cortes'
with the profoundeft refpe<ft, the ambafladors delivered the meflage of
their
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their monarch, which was to this effect. That he wondered at our
ftay amongft a people fo poor and bafe as the Tlafcalans, who were
robbers, and unfit even for Haves ; and he earneftly requefted that we
would immediately vifit his capital. Cortes replied alluring them that
he would fhortly pay his refpedts to the great Montezuma, requefting
their ftay with him during the interval. He alfo determined to fend
two cavaliers as ambafladors, to wait on Montezuma, and view the city
of Mexico. The perfons he pitched-on were Pedro de Alvarado, and
B. Vafquez de Tapia. They fet out on their journey, accompanying
the former Mexican ambalfadors who had hitherto continued with us.
I was at this time ill of my wounds, and of a fever; and therefore in
capable of obferving exactly all that patted, but I know, that their
going thither appeared to us a very unwife meafure, and in confequence
of our remonftrances, they were recalled.

The chiefs of Cholula now fent us four men of low condition,
with a very dry and uncourteous anfwer to our meflage, and without
any prefent whatever. This evidently appeared to be done in contempt,
and Cortes fent notice to them, that if their chiefs did not wait upon
him in three days, they fhould be confidered as rebels; but that in cafe
of their compliance, he would be happy to efteem them as brothers,
and had much to tell them of great importance. They- then fent word
that they dared not to come amongft their enemies the Tlafcalans, who
they knew had mifreprefented them and the great Montezuma to us ;
but they requefted that we would vifit their city, where they would
give us an honorable reception. When the Tlafcalans faw our deter
mination to accept this propofal they told us, that fince we were relolved to negledt their advice, they expected that we would take with
us ten thoufand of their beft warriors. This was thought two great a
number for a peaceable vifit; we however agreed to take two thoufand,
who were immediately ready to attend us.

Being well prepared againft whatever might happen, we now let
out on our march, and arrived in the evening at a river, diftant a Ihort
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league from Cholula, where a ftone bridge is now built acrofs it. Here
fome of the chiefs of the city came to congratulate us on our arrival^
Continuing our march on the next day, when we came near the city,
we were met by the chiefs and priefts in a body, all drefled in caflocks
of cotton, refembling thofe of the Zapotecans. The chiefs prefented
their incenfe to Cortes, and after apologizing for not having gone to
Tlafcala, requefted that he would not permit fo large a body of their
enemies to enter the city. This- appearing reafonable, Corte6 fent Al
varado and De Oli, to defire our allies to hut themfelves in the field,
and we then marched on, attended only by the Indians of Cempoal, and
thofe who drew the artillery. Before he entered the .city he made
known to tbefe people the objejfts-of his million, as has been already
frequejatly^related. They replied without hefitation, that to our monarch
they were perfectly ready to yield immediate obedience, which they
did; but that as to abandoning their ancient religion, they could not
comply with any fuch demand. When we entered their city, we were
conducted through an immenfe crowd which filled the ftreets and ter
races, to our quarters in fome large apartments, which contained us,
our allies of Cempoal, and thofe who conveyed the artillery and.
baggage.

During the time we flayed here, a plot was concerted by the am
bafladors of Montezuma, for the entry of twenty thoufand of his troops
into this city, to fall upon us; and feveral houfes were filled with the
poles and leathern collars, in which they were to have brought us pri
foners to Mexico, but that God was pleafed to foil their defigns.
For the firft two days, We Were entertained as well as we could
wifh, but on the third we received no provifions, nor did either chief or
prieft make his appearance. The few inhabitants that we few, alfo,
withdrew from us with a myfterious kind of fneer in their faces, and
Cortes at this time applying to the ambafladors ro procure for us our
provifions as ufual, all that We' obtained was a little wood and water,
conveyed by fome old men,, who told us that no maize was to be had.
On

On this day ambafladors arrived from Montezuma, who, in very difrefpedtful terms, forbid our approach to Mexico, and required an im
mediate anfwer. Cortes mildly exprefled his furprife at this alteration;
he made them a prefent, and requefted a fliort delay, which they ac
ceded to. He then fummoning his foldiers, warned us to be alert, for
that he fufpedted fome great treachery. The chiefs haviiur refufed to
attend him, he immediately fent fome foldiers to a great temple hard by
our quarters, with orders to bring, as quietly as they could, two of the
priefts. In this they fucceeded without any difficulty, and the priefts
being brought before the general, he made a prefent to each, and then
enquired the reafon of thefe extraordinary appearances. One of them
was a perfon of rank', and authority over all the temples of the city, in
the manner of a bifhop; this perfon aflured him, that if he had an op
portunity of fpeaking to the chiefs, he could perfuade them to come;
and being difmifled for this purpofe, he was as good as his word, for
he foon returned accompanied by feveral of them. Cortes firft afked
the caufc of the change in their behaviour; he then demanded an im
mediate fupply of provifions, and alfo a number of their people for the
enfuing day, to convey the baggage and artillery. The chiefs appeared
confounded, but at length promifed to fend in provifions; though they
faid they had been forbidden by Montezuma, and that he was not fatisfied that we fliould go any farther. Juft at this time three of our friends
of Cempoal called out the general, and informed him, that they had
difcovered hard by our quarters, pitfalls covered with wood and earth,
and that clearing away the earth, and looking into one of them, they
had found it fet with fharp'ftakcs; that the terraces of all the houfes
were filled with ftones and parapeted with fods, and that they had feen
a barricade of ftrong timber in one of the ftreets, At this inftant ar
rived alfo eight Tlafcalans, from their army which was lying in the
field; they warned Cortes againft the intended attack, for it had come
to their knowledge, that the people of the place had, on the preceding
night, facrificed to their war god feven victims, five of whom were
children, and they had alfo obferved, that they were withdrawing their
women, children, and effects, from the place,
Hereupon
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Hereupon Cortes fent orders to the Tlafcalans to hold themfelves in
readinefs, and rejoining the chiefs and priefls of the town, he defired
them to be under no apprehenfion, but warned them not to deviate
from their obedience, on pain of inflant punifhment. He then de
manded of them two thoufand of their warriors to accompany him on
his march, on the enfuing day; this they readily promifed, thinking
that it would tend to facilitate their projects j they therefore took their
leave very well contented, and fent notice of our intentions to all thofe
concerned with them. Cortes then fent Donna Marina to bring back
the two priefls whom he had before fpoken to. In this fhe fucceeded,
and Cortes obtained from them the following intelligence.^ a

They told him, that Montezuma, on our approach to Mexico,
had become very unfettled in his mind, fometimes ordering that we
fhould be received with honor, and at other times that we fhould not
be permitted to pafs; but that having lately confulted his gods, they
had declared, that here in Cholula we were all to be put to death, or
made prifoners, for which purpofe he had fent twenty thoufand of his
troops, one half of which number was in the city, and the other con
cealed half a league from it,. That the plan of their attack was fettled,
and that twenty of us were allotted to be facrificed to the gods of Cholula.
Cortes rewarded them handfomely, and enjoining flridl fecrefy, defired
them to bring to him all the chiefs, at the time he appointed. He then
fummoned a council of the ablefl and wifefl foldiers of his army, fome
of whom were for returning immediately, and others propofed various
meafures, but at length all agreed in the neceflity of feverely punifhing
this treachery, as an example to other places. It was therefore deter
mined, that we fhould carry on the appearance of our intended march,
preparing our baggage, and concealing our other meafures, and, that
within the high walls of the courts where we were quartered, punifh
ment fhould be inflicted on the Cholulans. With the ambafladors of
Montezuma it was thought mofl prudent to diflemble; we therefore
told them of our having difcovered the treafon of the people, who had
afjperfed Montezuma, as being the author of it j and we propofed
to
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to them, to have no more intercourfe with the inhabitants, but to retire
to the apartment of Cortes. They folemnly declared their ignorance
of the tranfaClion, and contrary to their inclination we now’ put them
under a good guard, for the night, during which our whole force re
mained under arms.
On this night, the wife of a cacique, an old woman, who was
acquainted with the plot, came fecretly to Donna Marina whofe ap
pearance had attracted her regard, and invited her to her own houfe, as
a place of fecurity from the danger which was ready to overwhelm us,
making at the fame time a propofal to her, to accept as a hufband, her
ion, the brother of a boy who accompanied her. Donna Marina, with
a profufion of thanks, and with her ufuaf acutenefs and prefence of
mind, agreed to all that (he propofed, but faid that fhe wanted fome one
with whom to entruft her cffeCts. She then obtained information of
every particular of the bufinefs, all which the old woman informed her
£he had learned from her hufband, who was chief of one of the divifions
of the city, and was then with his warriors, giving directions fortheir
junction with the Mexican forces. She added, that fhe had known it
three days before, in coafequence of prefents which had been fent from
Mexico to the different chiefs, her hufband having received at that time
a golden drum.
*
Donna Marina, defiring this woman and her fon to re
main where they were and take care of her effects, haflened to Cortes,
and informed him of all that had paffed, and that the perfon from
whom fhe had the information was in her apartment; in confequence of
which, Cortes immediately fent for her, and the woman on being
brought into his preferice confirmed all that fhe had faid to Donna Ma
rina, and which exaCtly agreed with the other information he had
received.
•
p.

When day broke, the hurry of the chiefs, priefts, and people, and
the fatisfaCfcion which appeared in their countenances, were as great as
R
if
* A golden drum was borne by a general in chief.
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if they already had us in their cages. They brought many more of
their warriors to attend us than we had required, infomuch that the
courts, which remain at this day as a memorial of the event, large as
they were, could not contain them. We were all prepared for what
was to be done, the foldiers armed with fword and buckler were placed
at the gate of the great court, in order to prevent any one from efcaping,
and bur general was on horfeback, attended by a ftrong guard
*
When
he faw how the people crowded in he exclaimed, ** How anxious are
thefe traitor's to feaft upon our flefh ! But God will difappoint them/
*
He lent directions to the two priefts who had given the information, to
go immediately to their houfes, and this he did in order to fave their
lives; then, caUfing the reft of the priefts, and all the chiefs to be
brought to him, he calmly afked them what was their realbn for
plotting to deftroy us, and what we had done, more than require them
to abandon their abominable cuftoms, and endeavour to inftruCt them;
in the articles of our holy faith; and that for thefe reafons only, theyi
had made preparations to cut us all off. That their evil intentions appeared by their having withdrawn the women from the town, and that
when we required the provifions which they withheld from us, they
had infulted us by fending in wood and water. - He faid that he knew
of the ambufcade that was placed upon the road which they expected
us to go, and that the recompense which they intended for our holy
and friendly lervices was, to kill and eat us, for which purpofe the
pots were already boiling, and prepared with fait, pepper, and tomatas.
That if they were determined to attack us, it was better to do it in a
manly way, as the Tlafcalans did; he added, that he alfo knew that
twenty of us were to be facrificed to their idols, to whom they had made,
a propitiatory offering of feven of their brethren; but the victory the
idols had promifed them, it was not in their power to give, and the
effects of their treafon were now ready to fall on their own heads.

This being fucceffively explained to the natives by Donna Marina,
they confefled the whole of the charge, but faid that it was planned
entirely by the orders of Montezuma. Cortes replied, that fuch crimes
j. '.. •. .... ■ .
were
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were never fuffered to pafs without punifhmcnt, and he then commanded
a mulket to be fired, as the fignal for (laughter, which was waited for
by us, who were as I have related well prepared, and falling upon the
multitude then inclofed within the courts, we executed their punifh
ment on them in a manner that they will ever remember ; for a number
of them Were killed by us inftantly, and many afterwards burned alive,
Very contrary to the expectations they had formed from the promifes of
Within two hours our allies the Tlafcalans arrived, and
their gods. ■f*
made a defpurate (laughter of them in the ftreets, and as (bon as the
Choiulans had ceafed to make refiftance, the former ravaged the city,
plundering and making them (laves without our having it in our power
to prevent them; and on the day after, when the intelligence had
reached Tlafcala, freih hordes crowded hither for the fame purpofei
It was now abfolutely neceflary to reftrain them at all rilks : Cortes
therefore ordered the chiefs to withdraw their troops, which they im
mediately did, and foon after, fome priefts and chieftains who predded
over other parts of the town, which they alledged ■ riot to have been
engaged in the confpiracy, waited on us, -and requefted a remiflion of
punifhmcnt. The two priefts formerly mentioned, and the old woman
who was fo anxious to be the mother-in-law of Donna Marina, came W
*
alfo, and petitioned to the fame cffcCt. Cortes appeared greatly enraged;
and calling for the Mexican ambafladors, declared in their prefence, that
if he did not deftroy the whole city as it deferred, it was out of refpedt
to the great1 Montezuma, whofe vaflals the inhabitants were; but that
for his fake he pardoned them. He then commanded the Tlafcalans to
deliver up thofe whom they had made prifoners: this, however un
willingly, they in a great meafure Complied with, many perlons being
fet at liberty, but after all they retained a good booty of gold, mantles,
cotton, fait, and (laves. An amnefty for the paft being proclaimed,
and Cortes having reconciled the Tlafcalans and CholuHns, the latter
fuggefted that they were apprehenfive our general would appoint their
new chief, the former one having been put to death. Cortes upon
R 2
this
f Above fix thoufand Cholulans were put to death on this occafion.
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this enquired who was the regular fucceffor, and being informed that
it was the brother of the late head cacique, he appointed him to the
chieftainry. As foon as the inhabitants had returned, and order was
reftored, he fummoned together all the priefts and chiefs, in order to
exhort them upon the fubjetft of religion, advifing them to renounce
their odious practices, and as an instance of the inefficacy of their idols,
he reminded them of the manner in which they had been lately deceived
by their falfe promifes. He therefore propofed that they ffiould be
pulled do\yn and broken to pieces, and an altar and crofs erected
their place. The latter was immediately done, but as to the.proftration
of the idols, by the advice of the reverend father it was poftponed fora
time, from motives of prudence, and a juft confideration of the uncer
tainty of our fituation.

The city of Cholula much refembled Valladolid, being in a fertile
plain, very thickly inhabited; it is furrounded by fields of maize, pep
per, and maguey. They had an excellent manufacture of earthenware,
of three colours, red, black, and white, painted in different patterns,
with which Mexico and all the neighbouring countries were fupplied,
as Caftille is by thofe of Talavera and Plafenqia. The city had at that
time above a hundred lofty white towers, which were the temples of
their idols, one of which was held in peculiar veneration. The prin
cipal temple was higher than that of Mexico, and each of thefe buildings
was placed in a fpacious court.
The Mexican troops which had been pofted in ambufeade, with
ramparts and trenches to oppofe to the cavalry, hearing what had hap
pened to their aflociates, made a rapid retreat to their city, and carried
the news to their monarch•> but he had already heard his misfdrtune
from two of his ambafladors who had been with us. It is faid that he
immediately ordered a facrifice to his gods, and ffiut himfelf up at his
devotions for two entire days, with ten of his chief priefts, in order to
obtain an anfwer from them, relative to his future deftiny. The reply
which they gave was to this effect j that he ffiould fend an embafly to
exculpate
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exculpate himfelf in regard to what had pafled, and to invite us into
Mexico, where, by cutting off the water, or railing the bridges, he
cpuld eafily deffroy us, r or retain us for breed. The news of our late,
fuccefles fpread rapidly, and (the natives, were more than ever convinced
that we were beings poffeffed of a preternatural power and intelligence.
My readers will be perhaps by this fime.as tired of the detail of the
tranfadlion of Cholula, as I am of writing it. I mult however men
tion the cages full of men and boys, fattening for facrifice, which were
in this city. All thefe Cortes deffroyed, and fent the poor prifoners to
their homes, giving pofitive orders to the priefts to defift from the
practice in future, which they promifcd that they would, but what
fignified their promifes ! hm
•’*.
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This which I have related is the reality of the epdlefs ftory of the
Lord Bifhop of Chiapa, F. Bart, de las Cafas, who fays we put thefe
people to death merely for paftime; but .1 muff obferve, that certain
reverend Francifcans, after the conqueft of Mexico, being fome of the
firft his Majefty fent to; New Spain, went to Cholula on purpofe to
make the ftridtefl enquiry; the refult of which was, that they found
the affair to have happened exactly as I have related it. 1 If this punifhment had not taken place our lives would have been in the greateft danger,
and had we been deftroyed this country of New Spain would not have
been fb eafily gained, or a fecond expedition attempted; or if it had, it
might .have failed of fuccefs, as the natives would have defended their
coafts, and have thus remained for ever in their idolatry. I have heard
a reverend Francifcan named Fray Torribio de Motilinea fay, that if the
punifhment could have been avoided, and that there had been no caufe
given for it, it would have been better ; but . that; fince it was done;
good effects had refulted, as the natives were thereby convinced of the
falsehood and deception of their idols, which they in confequence defpifed, as a proof of. which they afterwards took down the principal
one, putting another in its place. ■ , ;

Haying now pafled fourteen days in the city pf Cholula, Cortes
fummoned
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fummoned a council compofed of certain officers and foldiers, men of'
equal valour and wifdom, and his particular friends, for Without our
advice he entered upon no meafure of confequencc, and it was thereby
determined, to fend a refpedtful meflage to the great Montezuma, and
to inform him that in compliance with the orders of our king we were
on our way to pay our refpedts to him in perfon. We then related the
tranfadtion of C holula, where the treafon Which was meditated againff
Us had come in fufficient time to our knowledge, from which nothing
that concerned us could be concealed, adding, that! if we had not
punifhed it to the full extent, it was only out of refpech to him, whole
vaffals the people of that city were; that the chiefs and prieffs had in
formed us, that what they did was at his inftigktkJn, Which we could
not believe of fo great a prince, after the proffers of friendlhip which
he had made to us, for that had he been inclined to hoffility, he would
have met us in the field, . but that in the cafe of a battle, field or town,day or night, was alike to ui.
, •.-•miiteq idl
iluw-b ci ;A.y. .?

The Mexican monarch was very doubtful and penfive, when he
confidertd the events which had pafled. After a variety of determina
tions he at length fent to us fix of his firff nobility, with a prefent of
gold to the value of two thoufand crowns, and feveral bales of fine
mantles. When the ambaffadors came into the prefence of Cortes,
faluting him With profound-relpeft, they delivered a meffage from their
monarch, wherein he laboured to exculpate himfelf in regard to what
Had happened in Cholulwyahd concluded by mVitfiig ut> tb ’hik cbiitV/
Cortes entertained thefe perfofiswith Hiis ufualpolifenefs,' anti
tetabling
*
three of them to go witli'tiitas guides, fent- the otherfc back to inform
their monarch that he was ‘fettiiig oat Upoh his march-. When the
Tlafcalan chiefs heard bur deterfti minion, they renewed to Cortes their'
warnings to beware of Mekidah fftdehery, 'but addfed, that if he wasdetermined to proceed;- they Woiffd fend With him' ten thbttiafid of their
warriors. Cortes thanking them obferVed, that filch -a body Would
not accord well with an amicable vifit, but requefted one thoufand men
for the baggage and artillery, - which dumber Xvas inffantly provided.
Our
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Out faithful allies of Cempoal being apprehenfive of the vengeance of
the Mexicans, now petitioned for leave to return to their homes.
Cortes diftnifled them with handfome prefents, and having written to
Juan de Efcalante, informing him of his determination., we fet forward
on our march.
.

We quitted Choliala in great regularity, fending out out cavalry
patroles to reconnoitre, fopported by light infantry, our aims in order,
and the cavalry by threes in front. Marching on thus, 44 With the
•* beard always upon the fhoulder/
*
we arrived at a little place called
the hamlet of Ifcalpan, in a mountainous ridge in the diftrifh of Guaxocingo, four leagues diftant from Cholula, where we were met by the
*
chiefs
accompanied by others who inhabit the ikirts of the volcano.
They brought prefents of provifions and gold, of trifling value, telling
Cortes he fhould receive it, not confidering how much it Was Worth,
but the inclination of thofe who gave it. They advifed us againft
going to Mexico, as being a very ffromg city and the inhabitants war
*
like, and they alfo told us, that on afoending the next mountain, we
fhould And two roads, very broad, one whereof went to a place called
Chalco, the other to Talmanako, both, places fubjedt to the Mexicans,
That the one road was very open and convenient, the other difficult,
being obftru&ed by large pine trees felled acrofs it, and that the Aril
mentioned road, had an ambufcadeof Mexicans laid hard by it, among
fome rocks, in Order to fall upon US aS we pafled; they therefore recom
mended tis to go by that where the trees had been felled, offering to
fend a number of their people fo clear it. Cortes exprefifed his gratitude
for their advice, faying that by God’S permiflion fae Would purlue his
route, accordingly.
Early on the morning Of the next day we fet fdrward on Out march,
and reached the fummit of the ridge about twelve o’clock, where we
found the roads as they had been defcribed to us, fome of the felled
trees being to be feen at this day. Here we halted a little in order to
confider how We fhould proceed> and Cortes calling upon the ambafla'
'
.
dors

dors of the great Montezuma, enquired of them the' meaning of thefe
appearances. They replied, that we fhould take that road which led to
Chalco, where we fhould be well received, and that the other road was
longer .and more difficult. Hereupon Cortes laid, that he would notwithftanding prefer it, and our Indian allies clearing the way before us,
we proceeded up the mountain, where the weather was exceedingly
cold, and prefently came a very heavy fall of fnow, fo that the whole
country was covered with It. After; fome time we arrived at certain
houfes which are for the purpofe of lodging travellers, where we halted,
and found provifions in plenty. Having placed our guards, we rafted
for that night, and. continued our march in the morning, and at the
hour of high mafs arrived at the town of Talmanalco, where we had
an hofpitable reception. The people of the neighbouring diftridts, that
is to fay of Chalco, Mecameca, and Acingo where the canoes are kept,
waited oh Cortes here with a prefent of gold worth about a hundred
and. fifty crowns, fome mantles, and eight women. Cortes received
them kindly, promifing them his friendfhip, and a number of the na
tives being now collected, he defired the reverend father of the order of
mercy to explain to them the doctrines of our holy faith, and require
"them to renounce their idolatrous worfhip; he alfo informed them of
the great power of our monarch, and that we cartie in his name to
redrefs wrongs. When the people heard this, they began to make fecret complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma, who deprived them of
their wives and daughters if handfome, and took the men to work like
flaves, . compelling them to convey for him, ftones, timber, and corn,
ahd feizing their lands for the fervice of his idols. Cortes condoled
with them in kind words, defiring them to have patience for the pre
fent, and that they fhould foon be redrafted. He then defired that fome
might go, and report to him the ftate <3f the road, but they told him
there was no occafion, as it was perfectly
*
clear.

Juft: as we were fetting out attended by twenty Indians from this
place, four of the principal nobility of Mexico arrived, and having
paid their compliments, and delivered their prefents, thus addrafled
Cortes.
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Cortes. “ Malintzin, this prefent our monarch fends you, faying,
“ how grieved he is that you fliould take fo much trouble in corning
«« from a dittant country to fee him, and that he has already told you
<« he will give you gold, filver, and chalchihuis for your Teules,
<» on condition that you will not approach Mexico. He now repeats
<* his requeft, and promifes that he will fend after you, a great treafure
“ of gold, filver, and jewels, for your king, four loads of gold for
<* yourfelf, and a load for each of your brethren, on condition you
“ return immediately} for as to advancing to Mexico, that, you
“ cannot do, as the whole force of the Mexican warriors is in arms
“ againft you : and moreover, there is no good road thither, nor are
“ provifions to be had.” Cortes embraced the ambafladors with much
urbanity, and returned his thanks for the prefent, faying, that he was
furprifed to find the great Montezuma fo variable in his mind. In re
gard to his offers of treafure for the emperor, he thanked him, and for
what had been received, faid he hoped to pay in future fervices; but
fubmitted to him, how he could poffibly turn back, 'when fo near hi§
royal refidence, without taking that opportunity of paying his refpedts,
and obeying his matters orders ; and begged him alfo to confider, what
opinion he would entertain of perfons he had fent on fimilar bufinefs,
fliould they a<St in the manner he required us to do. To his capital,
our monarch expected we fliould go, and therefore it was ufelefs to
fend any more fuch meflages, for he mutt wait upon his Majetty, and
deliver his meflage to him in perfon: and afterwards, if our remaining
there was not agreeable, he 'would obey his orders, and return to the
place from whence he came/

Having thus difpatched Montezuma’s ambafladors we continued
our march. Our allies had informed us that Montezuma was to permit
us to enter the city, and there put us all to death; this we well knew,
and being like other mortals fond of our lives, it filled us with melan
choly thoughts. Recommending our fouls therefore to our Lord Jefus
Chrifl, who had brought us through our paft dangers, we proceeded,
and halted at a place called Iztapalatengo, one half of the houfes of
S

which

(

*3©

)

which is in the water, and the other half on firm ground, hard by a
little ridge of hills, where there is :now an inn.
Early in the morning, when we were on the point of marching,
a centinel came to inform us, that a great number of Mexicans, richly
drefled, were upon the road. Cortes therefore ordered us to return into
our quarters, and at thatinftant four of the principal courtiers of Mexico
arrived, and waiting on Cortes with great refpeit informed him, that
Cacamatzin lord of Tezcuco, the nephew of the great Montezuma, was
approaching, and requefted that he would wait to receive him. Cacarmatzin followed in the greateft pomp, carried in a magnificent litter
adorned with green plumes., and enriched with jewels, let in the
branched pillars of folid gold. He was borne by eight lords, who
afiifted him out of fhe litter, and -fwept the way by which he was to
■pafs. When he came'into the prefence of Cortes he fatd to him,
Malintzin, here am I and thofe lords to attend you to your refidence
“ in our city, by order of the great Montezuma.” Cortes embraced
the prince, and prefented him with three jewels of that kind called
margajitas, which are figured in dififerent colours. We then fet forward
pn the road to Mexico, which was crowded with multitudes .of the na
tives, and arrived at the caufeway of Iztapalapa, which leads to that
•capital. When we beheld the number of populous towns on the water
and firm ground’,’and that broad caufeway, running ftraight and level
to the city, we could compare it to nothing but the enchanted feenes we
had read of in Amadis of Gaul, from the great towers .and temples, and
other edifices of lime and ftone which feemed to rife out of the water.
To many oFus it appeared doubtful whether we were afleep or awake;
nor is the manner in which I exprefs myfelf to be wondered,at, for it
muft be confidered, that never yet did man fee, hear, or dream of any
thing equal to the fpedtacle which appeared to our eyes on this day.
When we approached Iztapalapa, we were received by feveral
great lords of that country, relations of Montezuma, who conducted
us to our lodgings there, in palaces magnificently built of ftone, and
the

C. MS >
the timber of which Was cedar, with fpacious courts, and apartments
furnifhed with canopies of the fineft cotton. After having contem
plated thefe noble edifice^ we walked through the gardens, which were
admirable to behold from the variety of beautiful and aromatic plants,
and the numerous alleys filled with fruit trees, rofes, and various
flowers. Here was alfo a lake of the cleareft water, which communi
cated with the grand lake of Mexico by a channel cut for the purpofe,
and capable of admitting the largeft canoes. The whole was orna
mented with works of art, painted, and admirably plaiftered and
whitened, and it was rendered more delightful by numbers of beautiful
birds. When I beheld the fcenes that were around me, I thought
within myfelf that this was the garden of the world! This place, was
at the time of which I am fpeaking, . with one half of the hotifes in the
water, and the other half on dry land ; but all is deftroyed, and that
which was, a lake is now a tradt. of fields of Indian corn, and fo entirely
altered that the natives themfelves could hardly know it.
I
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Mexico, Nov. Sth, 1519. Defeription of that Court and City.
Tranfactions and Occurrences there.

On the next day we fet but, accompanied as on the former one, and
proceeded by the grand caufeway, which is eight yards wide, and runs
in a ftraight line to the city of Mexico. It was crowded with people,
as, were all the towers, temples, and caufeways, in every part of the
lake, attracted by curiofity to behold men, and animals, fuch as never
had been before feen in thefe countries. We were occupied by very
different thoughts; our ntimber did not amount to four hundred and
fifty, we had perfectly in our recollection the accounts we had received
on opr march, that we were to be put to death on our arrival in the
city which we now faw before us, approachable only by caufeways,
whereon were feveral bridges, the breaking of one of which effectually
cut off our retreat. And now let who can, tell me, where are men in
this world to be found except ourfelves, who would have hazarded
fuch an attempt ?
When we.arrived at a place where a fmall caufeway turns off,
which goes to the city of Cuyoacan, we were met by a great number
of the lords of the court in their richeft dreffes, fent as they faid before
the great Montezuma, to bid us welcome. After waiting there fome
time, the nephew of Montezuma and other noblemen went back to
meet their monarch, who approached, carried in a moft magnificent
litter, which was fupported by his principal nobility. When we came
near certain towers which are almoft clofe to the city, Montezuma who
was
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>sfvas then there quitted his litter,
*
and was borne in the arms of the
princes of Tezcuco, Iztapalapa, Tacuba, and Cuyoacan, under a canopy of
the richeft materials, ornamented with green feathers, gold, and precious
{tones' that hung in the manner of fringe; he was moil richly dreffed
and adorned, and wore buikins of pure gold ornamented with jewels.
The princes who fupported him were drefled in rich habits, different
from thofe in which they came to meet us, and others who preceded
the monarch fpread mantles on the ground, left his feet fhould touch it.
All who attended him, except the four princes, kept their eyes fixed
upon the earth, not daring to look him in the face.

When Cortes was told that the great Montezuma approached, he
difmounted from his horfe, and advanced towards him with much refpedt; Montezuma bid him welcome, and Cortes replied with a com
pliment, and it appeared to me, that he offered to yield the right hand
to Montezuma, who declined it, and put Cortes on his right. Our
general then produced a collar of thofe artificial jewels called margajitas,
which are of various colours, fet in gold, and threw it upon the neck
of Montezuma; after which, he advanced to embrace him, but the
lords who furrounded the monarch, taking him by the" arm, prevented
him, it appearing to them not fufficiently refpedtful.
Cortes then
faid, that he rejoiced in having feen fo great a monarch, and that he
was highly honored by his coming out to meet him, as well as by the
many other marks of his favor. To this Montezuma made a gracious
reply, and gave orders to the princes of Tezcuco and Cuyoacan to attend
us to our quarters. Attended by his nobility, he then returned to the
city, all the people Handing clofe to the walls, without daring to lift up
their eyes, and thus we paffed, without obftrudtion from the crowd.
Who could Count the multitude of men, women, and children, which
thronged the ftreets, the canals, and terraces on the tops of the houfes,
on that day I The whole of what I faw on this occafion is fo ftrongly
imprinted in my memory, that it appears to me as if it had happened
only yefterday: glory to our Lord Jefus Chrift, who gave us courage
to venture upon fuch dangers, and brought us fafely through them f
And.

And praifed be he,; that fie has fuffered me to live,, to write this my
true hiftory, although not fo fully and fatisfadlorily as the fubjedt
de/erves,.

Our lodgings were provided in the buildings which had been in
habited by the father of Montezuma; here the monarch had the temples
of his gods, and a iecret treafure of gold and valuables, which he had
derived from his father Axayaca. We were lodged here, becaule being
confidered as Teules, they thought we were in our proper place amongft
their idols. Be it how it may however,' here they brought us. to lodgcf
in large apartments, a raifed platform being aligned for our general,
and mats for each of us, with little canopies over them, fuch as are ufed
in that country. The whole of this palace was very light, airy, clean,
and pleafant, the entry being through a great court. Montezuma here
led Cortes by the hand to the apartment deftined for him, and taking a
large collar of gold, placed it round .the general’s neck. Cortes de-?
dared his gratitude for thefe favors, and Montezuma faid, “ Malintzin,
“ here you and your friends are at home; now repofeyourfelves.’’
*With thefe words he departed. We were allotted to our quarters by
.companies,, our artillery was polled in a convenient place, and all was
.arranged in fuch a manner as to be prepared for any contingency; a
very fumptuous entertainment was provided for us, which we fat down
to with great fatisfadion, and here .ends the true .and full account of our
adventurous and magnanimous entry into Mexico, on the eighth day of
November, in the year of our Lord 1^19. Glory be to JefusChrilt
for all!
When the great Montezuma had made his repaft, and underftood
that we had done the fame, attended by a great body of his nobility he
came to our apartments. Cortes went put to the middle of the hall to
receive him, where Montezuma took him by the hand, and feats richly
ornamented being brought, they both fat down,, by the defire of the
king, who then began a very pertinent fpeech, wherein he obferved,,
that he rejoiced to have in his dominions captains fo brave as Cortes andr
'
his
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his aflociates; that he had before heard of one who had arrived ar
Champoton, and alfo of another who had come with four (hips in the
preceding year; that he had been anxious to fee them, but bad been
difappointed: now however that we were arrived, he was happy to
offer us all the favor he had in his power to beftow, for we were
undoubtedly thofe who had been mentioned by his anceftors, who had
*
predicted, that there would come certain men, from that part where
the fun rifes, to govern thefe countries; and it could mean no other
but us, who had fought fo valiantly fince our arrival in their country;
a reprefentation of each of our battles having been fent to him. Cortes
replied, that he and all of us never could repay the great favors we
every day received from his hands: that we certainly wrere thofe of
whom it had been prophecied, and that we were vaffals of a potent
monarch named Don Carlos, who had many and great princes fubjedt
to him, and had fent us, hearing of the fame and grandeur of king
Montezuma, to requefl in his name, that the great Montezuma and his
fubjedts would embrace the holy chriftian faith, which is the faith profelled by our monarch, by doing which he would, preferve the fouls of
him, his family, and fubjedts ; and that he fhould in good time be in
formed of more particulars, fuch as that we worfhipped the only true
God, with many other things highly edifying to the hearers.. This
converfation being concluded, Montezuma prefented our general with a
quantity of valuable ornaments of wrought gold; to each.of the .captains
he made a prefent of fome gold and three loads of mantles, and to each
foldier of two loads of richly wrought mantles ;.and all. this he did in the
*,
moft free and gracious manner, or to fpeak more properly, like a great
monarch as he was. Montezuma then afked Cortes if his foldiers were
all brothers, and vaflals of our emperor.. To which Cortes replied,S
that we were all brothers in love and friendfhip, perfons of confequence.y
in our own country, and fervants of- our fovereign lord the king.. |
With mutual compliments Montezuma then departed, having given,
orders to his officers to provide us amply according to our demands,
with corn, ftone mills, .and women to make bread, together with fowls,,
and fruit, and plenty of grafs for the horfes.
Thee
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The next day was fixed on by Cortes, for his vifit to Montezuma.
Accordingly, attended by Captains Pedro de Alvarado, Juan Velafquez
de Leon, Diego de Ordas, Gonzalo de Sandoval, and five foldiers, he
went to his palace, which as foon as Montezuma was informed of, he
came as far as the middle of the hall to meet us, attended by his rela
tions, no other perfons being allowed to enter where he was, except on
moil important bufinefs. With great ceremony on each fide, the king
took Cortes by the hand, and leading him to the elevated part of the
faloon, placed him upon his right, and with much affability, defired
the reft of us to be feated. Cortes then proceeded to fay, that he came
to him for the ferviee of the Lord God whom the chriftians adored,
who was named Jefus Chrift, and who fuffered death for our fakes.
Pie alfo explained to him, that we adored the crofs as the emblem of
the crucifixion for our falvation, whereby the human race was redeemed,
and that our Lord on the third day rofe,. and is in heaven, and that it
is he who created heaven, and earth, and fea, and is adored by us as
our Creator; but that thofe things which he held to be gods, were
not fuch, but devils, which are very bad things, of evil countenances,
and worfe deeds; and that he might judge how wicked they were,
and how little power they had, in as much as where ever we placed
crofles, they dare not fhew their faces. He therefore requefted, that he
would attend to what he had told him, which was, that we were all'
brothers, the children of Adam and Eve, and that as fuch, our emperor
lamenting the lofs of fouls in fuch numbers as thofe which were
brought by his idols jnto everlafting flames, had fent us to apply a
remedy thereto, by putting an end to the worfhip of thefe falfe gods,
to human facrifices, and all other crimes; and that he now came to
notify his Majefty’s intentions, but our emperor would at a future;
period fend holy men, fully capable of explaining them.
Here Cortes flopped, and Montezuma feemed to fhew an inclina
tion to reply, but Cortes obferving that this was enough for the firft
time, propofed to us to retire, and we were preparing to do fo, when'
we were prevented by Montezuma, who fpoke to him as follows.
.
** Malintzin,
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*'<- Malintzin,. I have already heard through my ambafladors of thofe
«* things which you now mention/and to which hitherto we have
“ made no reply, becaufe we have from the firfl: worfhipped the gods
**' we now do, and confider them as juft and good. So no doubt are
«< yours. In regard to the creation of the world, our beliefs are the
** fame, and we alfo believe you to be the people who were to come to
“ us from where the fun rites. To your great king I am indebted.
** There have been already perfons on our coafts, from your country;
*•' I wifh to know if you are all the fame people/
*
To which Cortes
having replied that they wete all fubjedts of the fame prince, Mon
tezuma faid, that from the firft time he heard of them, it had been his
wifh to fee them, which his gods had now granted him; that we
fhould therefore confider ourfelves as at home, and if ever we were re
futed entrance into any of his cities, it was not his fault, but that of
his fubjedts, who were terrified by the reports they heard of us, fuch
as that we carried with us thunder and lightning, that our hortes killed
men, and that we were furious Teules, with other follies of that kind;
adding, that he law we were men, that we were valiant and witet
for which he efteemed us, and would give us proofs thereof. For this
condeteenfion we all exprefled our gratitude. He then addrefled himfelf
to Cortes in a laughing manner, for he was very gay in converfation
when he was in his ftate, faying, “ Malintzin, the Tlafcalans your
**^new friends have I know told you that I am like a god, and that
all about me is gold, and filver, and precious ftones; but you now
-fee that I am mere flefh and blood, and that my houfes are built like
'’‘./other houfes, of lime and ftone, and timber. It is true that I am a
“ great king, and inherit riches from my anceftors; but for thete
ridiculous falfehoods, you treat them with the fame contempt, that
/^T do the ftories I was told of your commanding the elements.
**
To which,Cortes good-humouredly replied, that the accounts of enemies
were not to be relied on, paying him at the fame time a handfome com
pliment, upon his power and grandeur. During this converfation
Montezuma had made a fign to one of his principal attendants, to order
his officers to bring him certain pieces.of gold,, which he had laid apart
T
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to give to Cartes, together with ten loads of fine fluffs, which he
divided between Cortes and his captains, and to every foldier he gave
two collars of gold, each worth ten crowns, and two loads of mantles
*.
The gold amounted in value to upwards of aj thoufand crowns; and he
gave it with an affability, and indifference, which made him appear a
truly magnificent prince. It being now paft midday, Cortes took his
leave, obferving that it was his Majefty’s hour of dinner, and that he
heaped obligations upon us ; to which Montezuma replied, that on the
contrary we had obliged him. We then retired, impreffed with re
*
fpecft for the great Montezuma, from his princely manners and
liberality.
The great Montezuma was at this time aged about forty years, of
good ftatirre, well proportioned, and thin: his completion was much
fairer than that of the Indians ; he-wore his hair fhqrt, juft covering
his ears, with very little beard, well arranged, thin,', and black. His
-face was rather lang, with a pleafant countenance, and good eyes;
gravity and good humour were blended together when he fpoke. He
was very delicate and clean in his perfon, bathing himfelf every evening.
He had a number of miftrefles, of the firft families; and two princefles
his lawful wives : when he vifited them, it was with fuch fecreey, that
none could know it except his own fervants. He was dear of all fufpicion of unnaturaLvices. ’ The clothes which he wore one day, he did
not put on for four days after. He had two hundred of his nobility as
a guard, in apartments adjoining his own. Of thefe, certain perfons
only, could fpeak to him, and when they went to wait upon him they
took off their rich mantles, and put on others of left ornament, but
dean. They entered his apartment barefooted, their eyes fixed Oft<the
ground, and making three inclinations of the body as they approached
him. In add reft! ng the king they laid, “Lord, my lord, great lord.
**
When they had finifhedhedifmiftedthem with-a few words, #nd they
retired,/with their faces towards him, and their eyes -fixed upon the
ground. I alfo obferved, that when great men came from a diftance
about bufinefs, they entered his palace barefooted, land in a plain- habit;
f
,
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and alfo, that they did not enter the gate directly, but took a circuit in
going towards it.
His cooks had upwards of thirty different ways of dreffing meats
*
and they had earthen veflels fo contrived as to keep them always hot.
For the table of Montezuma himfelf, above three hundred difhes were
dreflcd, and for his guards, above a thoufand. Before dinner, Mon
tezuma would fometimes go out and infpedl the preparations, and his
officers would point out to him which were the beft, and explained of
what birds and flefh they were compofed; and of thole he would eat. ’
But this was more for amufement than any thing elfe., It is faid that
at times the flefh of young children was drelfed for him j but the ordi
nary meats were, domeftic fowls, pheafants, geefe, partridges, quails,
venifon, Indian hogs, pigeons, hares, and rabbits, with many other
animals and birds peculiar to the country. This is certain; that after
Cortes had fpoken to him relative to the dreffing human flefh, it was
not pradtifed in his palace. At his meals, in the cold weather, a
number of torches of the bark of a wood which makes no fmoke and,
has an aromatic fmeil, were lighted, and that they fhould not throw
too much heat, fcreens, ornamented with gold, and painted with
figures of idols, were placed before them. Montezuma was feated on
a low throne, or chair, at a table proportioned to the height of his feat.
The table was covered with white cloths and napkins, and four beau-;
tiful women prefented him with water for his hands, in veflels which >
they call Xicales, with other veflels under them like plates, to catch the
water; they alfo prefented him with towels.. Then, two other women
brought fmall cakes of bread, and when the king began to eat, a large
fcreen of wood, gilt, was placed before him, fo that people, fhould not.
during that time fee him. The women having retired to a little diflance,
four ancient lords flood by the throne, to whom Montezuma from time
to time fpoke or addrefled queftions, and as a mark of particular favor,
gave to each of them a plate of that which he was eating. I was told
that thefe old lords, who were his near relations, were alfo counfellor? and judges. The plates which Montezuma prefented to them, they ,
T2
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received with high refpedt, eating what was in them without taking
their eyes off the ground. He was ferved on earthenware of Cholula,
red and black. While the king was at table, no one of his guards, or
in the vicinity of his apartment, dared for their lives make any noife.
Fruit of all the kinds that the country produced was laid before him;
he eat very little, but from time to time, a liquor prepared from cocoa,
and of a flimulative, or corroborative quality, as we were told, was
prefented to him in golden cups. We could not at that time fee if he
drank it or not, but I obferved a number of jars, above fifty, brought
in, filled with foaming chocolate, of which he took fome, which the
women prefented to him. : At different intervals during the time of
dinner, there entered certain Indians, hump-backed, very deformed,
and ugly, who played tricks of buffoonery, and others who they faid
werejefters. There was alfo a company of fingers and dancers, who
afforded Montezuma much entertaiment. To thefe he ordered the vafes
of chocolate to be diftributed. The four female attendants then took
away the cloths, and again with much refpedt prefented him with
water to wafh his hands, during which time Montezuma converfed
with the four old noblemen formerly mentioned, after which they took
their leave with many ceremonies. One thing I forgot, and no wonder,
to mention in its place, and that is, that during the time Montezuma
was at dinner, two very beautiful women were bufily employed making
fmall cakes with eggs and other things mixed therein. Thefe were
delicately white, and when made they prefented them to him on plates
covered with napkins. Alfo another kind of bread was brought to him
in long loaves, and plates of cakes refembling wafers. After he "had
dined, they prefented to him three little canes highly ornamented, con
taining liquid amber, mixed with an herb they call tobacco; and
when he had fufficiently viewed and heard the lingers, dancers, and
buffoons, he took a little of the fmoke of one of thefe canes, and then
laid himfelf down to deep; and thus his principal meal concluded.
After this was over, all his guards and domeftics fat down to dinner,
and as near as I could judge, above a thoufand plates of thofe eatables
that I have mentioned were laid before them, with veflels of foaming
' >t
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chocolate, and fruit in an immenfe quantity. For his women and va
rious inferior fervants, his eftablifliment was of a prodigious expence;
and we were aftonifhed, amidft fuch a profufion, at the vaft regularity
that prevailed. His major domo was at this time a prince named Tapieaj he kept the accounts of Montezuma’s rents, in books which
occupied an entire houfe. Montezuma had two buildings filled with
every kind of arms, richly ornamented with gold and jewels, fuch as
fhields large and fmall, clubs like two-handed fwords, and lances much
larger than ours, with blades fix feet in length, fo ftrong that if they
fix in a (hield they do not break, and (harp enough to ufe as razors.
There was alfo an immenfe quantity of bows and arrows, and darts,
together with flings, and fllields which roll up into a fmall compafs,
and in action are let fall and thereby cover the whole body. He had
alfo much defenfive armour of quilted cotton ornamented with feathers
in different devices, and cafques for the head, made of wood and bone,
with plumes of feathers, and many other articles too tedious to
mention.
In this palace was a moft magnificent aviary, which contained
every defcription of birds that continent afforded, namely, royal eagles,
and a fmaller fpecies, with many other birds, down to the fmalleft
parroquets, of beautiful colours. It was here that the ornaments of
green feathers were fabricated. The feathers were taken from birds
which are of the fize of Qur pyes in Spain, and which they call here
Quetzales, and other birds, whofe plumage is of five different colours,
green, red, white, yellow, and blue. The name of this fpecies of
bird I do not know. Here was alfo an immenfity of parrots, and cer
tain geefe of fine plumage, and a fpecies which refembled geefe. All
thefe bred here, and were ftripped of their feathers every year at the
proper foafon. Here was a large pond of clear running water, where
were a number of great birds, entirely red, with very long legs; there
are fome like them in the Ifland of Cuba, which they call Ipiris.
There was alfo a fpecies which lives entirely in the water.
We

We likewife faw another great building, which was a temple,
and which contained thofe which were called the valiant or fighting
gods, and here were many kinds of furious hearts, tygers, and lions of
two fpecies, one of which refembles a wolf, called here Adive. Alfo
foxes, and other fmaller animals, but all carnivorous. Mort of thefe
were bred in the place, being fed with game, fowls, dogs, and as I
have heard the bodies of Indians who were facrificed, the manner of
which as I have been informed is this. They open the body of the
vidtim while living, with large knives of ftone; they take out his
heart, and blood,^which they offer to their gods, and then they cut off
the limbs, and the head, upon which they feaft, giving the body to'
be devoured by the wild hearts, and the fkulls they hang up in their
temples. In this accurfed place were many vipers, and paifanous ferpents which have in their tails fofnewhat that founds like caftanets;
thefe are the moft dangerous of all, and were kept in veflels filled with
feathers, where they reared their young, and were fed with the flefh of
human beings, and dogs; and I have been affured, that after our ex
pulsion from Mexico, all thefe animals lived for many days upon the
bodies of our comrades who were killed on that occasion. Thefe hearts
and horrid reptiles were retained to keep company with their infernal
gods, and when thefe animals yelled and hifled, the palace feemed like
hell itfelf.
.
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rhe place where the artifts principally reftded was named Efcapuzalco, and was at the diftance of about a league from the city. Here were
the (hops and manufactories of all their gold and filver fmiths, whofe
works in thefe metals, and in jewellery, when they were brought to
Spain, furprifed our ableft artifts. Their painters we may alfo judge
of by what we now fee, for there are three Indians in Mexico, who
are named, Marcos de Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and CrefpiHo, who,
if they had lived with Apelles in ancient times, or were compared with
Michael Angelo or Berruguete in modern times, would not be held in
ferior to them. Their fine manufactures of catton and feathers, were
principally brought from the province of Coftitlan. The women of
•
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the family of the great Montezuma alfo, of all ranks, were extremely
ingenious In thefe works, and conflantly employed; as was a certain
description of females who lived together in the manner of nuns.

One part .o£ the city was entirely occupied by Montezuma's dancers,
of different kinds, fome of whom bore a flick on their feet, others
flew in the air, and fome danced like thofe in Italy called by us Matachines. He had alfo a number of carpenters and handicraft men conflantlyinhis.employ, His gardens, which were of great extent,, were
irrigated by canals of running water, and fhaded with every variety of
trees. /In them were baths of cut flone, pavilions for feafling or retire
ment, and theatres for (hows, and for the dancers and fingers; all
which were kept in the moft exadt order, by a number of labourers
constantly employed.

*

When we had been four days in Mexico, Cortes wifhed to take a
view of the city, and in confequence !fent to requeft the permiffion of
his Majefty. Accordingly, Aguilar, Donna Marina, and a little page
of our general's called Orteguilla, who already underftood fomething of
the language, went *to the palace for that purpofe. Montezuma W&s
pleafed immediately to accede, but being apprehenfive that we might
offer fome infult to his temple, he determined to go thither in perfon,
which he accordingly did, in the fame form, and with the fame retinue,
as when he firfl came out to meet
*us,
but that ihe was on this occafion
preceded by two lords bearing feeptres jn their hands, which they car
ried <on high, as a fignal of the king's approach. Montezuma, in his
litter, with a fmall rod in his hand, one half of which was gold, and
the.other half wood, and w,hichhe ibore elevated like a rod of juflice,
for fuch it was, approached the temple, and there quitted his litter and
mounted the fleps, attended by a number of priefls, and offering incenfe, with many ceremonies, to his war gQds. Cortes at the head of
his cavalry, and the ^principal part of our foldiers under arms, marched
to the grand fquare, attended by many noblemen of the court. When
we arrived there, we were aflonifhed at the crowds of people, and the
regularity
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regularity which prevailed,' as well as at the vaft quantities of merchandife, which thofe who attended us Were afliduous in pointing out.
Each kind had its particular place, which was diftinguifhed by a fign.
The articles confifted of gold, iilver, jewels, feathers, mantles, cho
colate, ikins drefled and undreffed, fandals, and other manufactures of
the roots and fibres of nequen, and great numbers of male and female
flaves, fome of whom were fattened by the neck, in collars, to long
poles. The meat market was ttocked with fowls, game, and dogs.
Vegetables, fruits, articles of food ready drefled, fait, bread, honey,
and fweet paftry made in various ways, were alfo fold here. Other
places in the fquare were appointed to the fale of earthenware, wooden
houfehold furniture fuch as tables and benches, firewood, paper, fweet
canes filled with tobacco mixed with liquid amber, copper axes and
working tools, and wooden veflels -highly painted. Numbers of wo
men fold fifh, and little loaves made of a certain mud which they find
in the lake, and which refembles cheefe. The makers of ftone blades
were bufily employed fhaping them out of the rough material, and
the merchants who dealt in gold, had the metal in grains as it came
from the mines, in tranfparent tubes, fo that they could be reckoned,
and the gold was valued at fo many mantles, or fo many xiquipils of
cocoa, according to. the fize of the quills. The entire fquare was inclofed in piazzas, under which great quantities of grain were flored,
and where were alfo {hops for various kinds of goods. I mutt apo
logize for adding, that boat loads of human ordure were on the borders
of the adjoining canals, for the purpofe of tanning leather, which they
faid could not be done without it. Some may laugh at this, but I
aflert the fadt is as Lhave ftated it, and moreover, upon all the public
roads, places for paflengers to refort to, were built of canes, and
thatched with ftraw or grafs, in order to collect this material.
The courts of juftice, where three judges fat, occupied a part of
the fquare, their under officers being in the market, infpedting the
merchandife.
From
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From the fquare we proceeded to the great temple, but before, we
entered it we made a circuit through a number of large courts, the
fmalleft of which appeared to me to contain more ground than the
great fquare in Salamanca, with double inclofures built of lime and
ftone, and the courts paved with large white cut ftone, very clean; or
where not paved, they were plaiftered and polifhed. When we ap
proached the gate of the great: temple, to which the afcent was by a
hundred and fourteen Heps, and before we had mounted one of them,
Montezuma fent down to us fix priefts, and two of his noblemen, to
carry Cortes up, as they had done their fovereign, which he politely
declined. When, we had afcended to the fummit of-the temple, we
observed on the platform as we pafled, the large ftones whereon.were
placed the victims who were to be facrificed. Here was a great figure
which refembled a dragon, and much blood frefh fpilt. Montezuma
came out from an adoratory in which his accurfed idols were placed,
attended by two priefts, and addrefling himfelf to Cortes, exprefled his
apprehenfion that he was fatigued; to which Cortes replied, that fa
tigue was unknown to us.
.
to ; i
.

Montezuma then took him by the hand, and pointed out to him
the different parts of the city, and. its vicinity, all of which were com
manded/from that place. Here we had a clear profped: of the three
caufeways by which Mexico communicated with the land, and of the
aquedud of Chaptiltepeque, which fupplied the city with the fineft
waters We were ftruck with the numbers of canoes, pafling to and
from the main land, loaded with provifions and merchandife, and wc
could now perceive, that in this great city
*,
and all the others of that
neighbourhood which were built in the water, the houfes flood feparate from each other, communicating only by fmall drawbridges; and
by boats
*
and that they were built with terraced tops. We obferved
alfo the temples and adoratories of the adjacent cities, built in the form
of towers and fortrefles, and others on the caufeway, all whitewafhed,
and wonderfully brilliant; The noife and buftle of the market-place
below us could be heard almoft a league off, and thofe who had been
fnraU
at

at Rome and at Conftantinople faid, that for convenience, regularity,
and population, they had never feen the like. Cortes now propofed to
Fra. Bartholome to apply to Montezuma for permiflion to conftrudt
our church here, to which the father for the prefent objected, thinking
it ill-timed- Cortes then addrefling himfelf to Montezuma, requefted
that he would do him the favour to ftiew us his gods. Montezuma
having firft confuted, his priefts, led us into a tower where Was a kind
of faloon. Here were two altars highly adorned, with richly Wrought
timbers on the roof, and Over the altars, gigantic figures refembling
very fat men
*
The one on the right was Huitzilopochtli their war
god, With a great face and terrible eyes $ this figure was entirely covered
with gold and jewels, and his body bound with golden ferpents; in
his right hand he held a bow, and in his left a (bundle cif arrows J The
little idol which flood by him reprefented his page, and bore a lance
and target richly ornamented with geld and jewels. The great idol had
round his neck the figures of human heads and hearts^ made of pure
gold and filver, ornamented with precious ftones of a blue, colour. Be
fore the idol was a pan of incenfe, with three hearts of human
victims which were then burning, mixed with copal. The whole of
that apartment, both walls and floor, was ftained with human blood in
fuch quantity as to give a very oflenfive fmell. On the left was the
other great figure, with a countenance like a bear, and great fhining
eyes, of the polifhed fubftance whereof their mirrors are made. The
body of this idol was alfo covered with jewels., Thefe two deifies, it
was faid, were brothers $ the name of this laft was Tezcatepuca, and he
was the god of the infernal regions.. He prefided, according to their
notions, over the fouls of mem His body was covered ,with figures
reprefenting little devils with tails ©f ferpents, and the walls and pave
ment of this temple were fo befine&red with blood that they ftunkworfe
than all the (laughter-houfes of Caftillei An offering lay' before him of
five human hearts. In the fummit of the temple, and in a recefs the
timber of which was moft highly ornamented, we fow a figure half
human and the other half rdfemblihg an alligator, ihlaid with jewels,
and partly covered with a mantle. This idol was faid to contain the
U
germ
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germ, and origin of all created things, and was the god of harveft, and
fruits. The walls and altars were beftained like the reft, and fo offenfive, that we thought we never could get out foon enough.
In this place they had a drum of moft enormous fize, the head of
which was made of the (kins of large ferpents : this inftrument when
ftruck refounded with a noife that could be heard to the diftance of two
leagues, and fo doleful that it deferved to be named the mufic of the in
fernal regions j and with their horrible founding horns and trumpets,
their great knives for facrifice, their human victims, and their blood
befprinkled altars, I devoted them, and all their wickednefs to God’s
vengeance, and thought that the time would never arrive, that I fhould
efcape from this fcene of human butchery, horrible fmells, and more
deteftable fights.
4. .
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Cortes, half in jeft, addreffing himfelf to Montezuma, exprefled
his wonder how fo wife a prince could worfhip fuch abfurd and wicked
powers j and propofed to him to place on the fummit of that tower a
crofs, and in thefe adoratories the image of the holy Virgin, and he
allured him that he fhould then be foon convinced of the vanity and de- ,
ception of h>s idols. Montezuma (hewed marks of difpleafure at thefe
expreflions, faying, that he would not have admitted us into the temple,
had he thought that we would have infulted their gods, who were kind
to them, who gave , them health and feafonable rains, good harvefts,
fine weather, victories and whatever elfe they defired, and whom they
were in duty, and in gratitude, bound to worfhip. Cortes dropped
the difcourfe, obferving that it was time for us to go j and Montezuma
aflenting, laid, it was neceflary for him to remain, to expiate by fa
crifice the fin which he had committed, in admitting us there. Cortesf
then took leavfe, and thus we concluded our vifit to the great temple of
Mexico, descending the fteps with much pain to our invalids.

A

I will now proceed to relate other matters, in which, if I am not
fo correct as I ought to be, let it be remembered that my fituatibn was ,
fljrjl
U2
that
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that of aToldier, who was obliged to be more attentive to the orders of
his officer, than to the objects of curiofity around him. w The ground
whereon this temple Rood, was as much as fix of the largeft buildings
of this country occupy. From the bafe it diminifhed to the fummit,
whereon was a tower, in which the idols were placed, and from the
middle of the afcent, to the top, were five concavities, like barbicans,
but without parapets. However there are many paintings of temples in
the pofleffion of the conquerors, 'one whereof I have,band thofe who
have feen them will eafily form an idea of the outfide of this temple.
I have heard that at the time they laid the foundations of it, the natives
of all that country made offerings of their gold, filver, and jewels, of
the feeds of the earth, and of prifoners, all which were buried in the
foundations of the building. The inquifitive reader will naturally a Ik,
how I came to know any thing of this, which happened upwards of a
thoufand years ago. I will inform him. When we got pofleffion of
this great city, and that it was to be built upon a new plan, it was de
termined to place the church of St. Jago on the ground where this
temple flood; and in finking the foundations, we found great quantities
of gold, filver, and other valuables, and a Mexican who obtained part
of the fame ground, difcovered more treafure, about which there was a
law-fuit in fupport of his Majcfty’s right, the refult of which I am
ignorant of. The account was alfo confirmed by Guatimotzin who
was then alive, and who faid that the tranfadlion was recorded in their
ancient hiftorical paintings? The church which now ftands here is
called St. Jago el Taltelulco. This temple I have before obferved, was
furrounded by courts as large ’as the fquare of Salamanca, infide of a
double inclofure of lime and flone. At a little diftance from it flood a
tower, a true hell or habitation for demons, with a mouth refembling
that of;an enormous monfter, wide open, and ready as it were to de
vour thofe who entered. At the door ■ flood frightful idols ; by it was
a place for facrifice, and within, boilers, and pots full of water, to
drefs the fleffi of the victims, which was eaten by the priefts. The
idols Were like ferpents and devils, and before them were tables and
knives for facrifice, the place being covered with the blood which was
J
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ipilt on thofe occafions. The furniture was like that of a butcher’s
flail, and I never gave this accurfed building any name except that of
hell. Having palled this, we faw great piles of wood, and a refervoir
of water, fupplied by a pipe from the great aquedudt; and eroding a
court, we came to another temple, wherein were the tombs of the
Mexican nobility ; it was begrimed with foot and blood. Next to this
Was another, full of Ikeletons, and piles of bones, each kept apart, but
regularly arranged. In each temple were idols, and each had alfo its
particular priefts, who worZ long veftments of black, fomewhat be
tween the drefs of the domihicans and our canons; their long hair Was
clotted together, and their ears lacerated in honor of their gods.

At a certain diftance from the buildings of which I have laft
fpoken were others, the idols of which were, as they faid, the advo
cates, or fuperintendent deities of human marriages, and all round the
great court were many houfea, which were not very lofty, and wherein
redded the priefts, and others who had charge of the idols. Here Was
alfo a great referVoir of water, fupplied with pipes, exclufively for the
fervice of the two idols Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuca, and hard by,
a large building, where were a number of the young Mexican women,
who redded there as in a nunnery, until they were married. They
worfhipped two female dbities, who predded over marriages, and to
them they offered facrifices, in order to obtain good hufbands. I have
been thus diffufe in my defcription of this great temple, .becaufe it was
the moft condderable in that city, amongft the many fumptuous build
ings of that kind which it contained. The temple of Choluja however
was higher than this, having a hundred and twenty fteps; it was alfo
held in great veneration, and was built on a plan different from that of
Mexico. The temple at Tezcuco was very large, having a hundred
and feventeen'fteps. All thefe were of different ftrudture, but agreed
in having a number of outer courts, and a double inclofure. One
ridiculous circumftance is, that each province had its own peculiar
gods, who were fuppofed to have no concern with any other; fo that
the idols were innumerable in this country. Having fatigued ourfelves
with
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with the examination of thefe fcenes, fo new to us, we retired to our
quarters.

Cortes perceiving how adverfe the king was to the converfion of
his temple into a chriftian church, applied to one of the principal
officers of Kis palace, for materials to conffrudt a chapel and altar,
within our quarters. His defire being made known to Montezuma, it
was inftantly complied with, and timber and workmen being provided,
in three days we had it completed.. Here we faid mafs every day j we
had however to lament the total want of wine for the, holy facrament,
it having been all ufed in the illnefs of Cortes, the reverend father
*
and
others, during the wars in Tlafcala. However we were conftant in our
devotions, as well on account of our duty, as in order to imprefs a pro
per idea of our holy religion, on the minds of Montezuma and the na
tives. Being employed in looking out for a proper place to fix the holy
crofs, one of our carpenters obferved an appearance on the wall, as if a
door had been there, and lately clofed up.. When this was made
known to Cortes; it was privately opened, and on entering-the apart
ment, they found riches without end ! The fecret foon tranfpired
*
and:
we went, all of us, to view them. I was then, a young man, and I
thought that if all the treafures of the earth had been brought into one
place, they could not have amounted to fo much. It was agreed to.
clofe up the door again, and we determined to conceal the knowledge
of it until the proper time fhould offer.

A council was now called, compofed of Cortes as prefident, with
four captains, and twelve foldiers whereof I was one, and having duly
confidered how evidently the Lord guided us, and what wife and valiant
captains and braye foldiers we had, as alfo the fickle difpdfition of the
Indians, who though now kind to us, might change, there was no
faying how foon, and that notwithstanding the hofpitality with which
Montezuma treated us
* he might at any moment fall into an oppofite
line of conduct, we refqlved to follow the opinion of Cortes, by adopt
ing the moil effectual meafure, which was, to feize, and make that
monarch

monarch our prisoner; as we could not know at what moment we
might be perhaps poifoned in our food, and as no gift of his, nor all
his father’s treafure, could make compenfation to us for the alarms,
and diftreffing thoughts, which filled the minds of thofe of any reflec
tion. For thefe reafons it was therefore agreed to adopt the meafure
without delay. The captains who were prefent propofed, that Mon
tezuma fhould be induced by a plaufible pretext to come into our quar
ters, and when there, to feize him, and if he refilled, to make his
perfon anfwet it: arid they urged, that of the two great dangers, this
was much the leaft. It was then obferved by fome of our foldiers, that
Montezuma’s officers did not provide us fo plentifully as at the firft,
and two of our Tlafcalan allies had told our interpreter, Aguilar, in
confidence^ that they obferved a bad difpofition on the part of the
Mexicans towards us, for the two laft days. This debate lafted a full
hour; at length it was agreed to adjourn until the next day, and in the
mean time we confulted our reverend father of the order of mercy,
praying to God to guide us in this difficulty. On the day after this
debate, arrived two Indians of Tlafcala very fccretly, with.letters from
Villa Rica, whereby we were informed, that Juan de Efcalante had
fallen, together with fix foldiers, in a battle with the Mexicans,
*
and
that the inhabitants of the mountains and of Cempoal were in commo
tion, and refufed to fupply provifions, or to work, fo that the garrifon
knew not what to do. Thefe letters added, that the opinion of the In
dians were much altered fince they found that the Spaniards could be z
killed like other men. God knows this intelligence afflidted us; it was
the firfl defeat that we had experienced finoe we landed on that conti
nent; and here let the reflecting reader ponder upon the changes which
fate makes in the affairs of men. We who yefterday were honored by
Montezuma, in poffeffion pf wealth, and confidered invulnerable like
demigods, to day found ourfelves lowered in the confideration of the
natives to a level with them in whofe power we were. We now
therefore

* Cortes received the intelligence of this event in Cholula,
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therefore faw in a ftronger point of view than, ever, how neceflary it
Was for our very exiftence to feize Montezuma, and that if we failed,
We might as well perifh in the attempt as meet our certain fate in any
other way. But before L go farther I.will give an account of the mis
fortune which befel Juan de Efcalante.
I have already related, that in a town named Quiabuiftlan, about
thirty chiefs of the neighbouring diftridts had voluntarily come under
our government. A Mexican garrifon, it appears
*
attempted to levy
contributions upon fome of thefe people. When this was rCprefented
to Efcalante the commandant in Villa Rica, he fent word to the officers
of Montezuma to defift, threatening them in cafe they did not, but at
the fame time expreffing his wifhes to be on friendly terms with them.
To this an abrupt reply was returned, that he fhould find them in the
field. Efcalante Was a man who had blood in his eye,, and on receiving
this anfwer he immediately prepared forty of his own people, and two
thoufand of his allies, and put himfelf in march againft the Mexicans,
whom he met out upon a pillaging expedition, and attacked^ Our
allies who were always afraid of the Mexicans, fled'at the firfl: fhower
of arrows, and left the poor Spaniards to get out of the bufinefs as well
as they could. With great difficulty they arrived at Almeria, where
Efcalante and fix folffiers foon died of their wounds,j One foldier they
took alive; his name was Arguello, a native of Leon; this man had a
large head, and thick curled beard, and was of great bodily ftrength.
Such is; the truth of the affair at Almeria, which is entirely different
from the account of the hiftoriah Gomara, Where he fayss that Pedro de
Ircio went, to colonize Panuco with a party of foldiers, at A time when
we had not a fufficiency of men to keep up our guards. In many
things which that hiftorian relates ,concerning the feizure of Montezuma,
he ought to have recollected that eye witneffes to that tranfaCtion were
yet alive, to contradict him. JI

The Mexican captains reported the affair to Montezuma, and prcfented him with the head of the Spanifh foldier, who died of his
wounds,
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wounds, as they were bringing him prifoner. It is faid that Mon-r
tezuma trembled when he beheld it, and ordered it to be fent elfewhere.
He afked his captains why, being fo numerous, they had not con
*
quered fuch a handful of men; they replied, that the reafon was, becaute they beheld a Supernatural being, who encouraged the Spaniards
*
and flruck terror into their people ; and this Montezuma believed could
be no other than the holy Virgin Mary , with her fon in her arms, as
we had explained t© him that (he was our patronefs. This I cannot
• teftify to, not having been there myfclf, but fome of thofe who were
there affured me of the truth of it, and it was the univerfal belief
amongft us. Would to God that it were fo! Certain however it is,
that the divine mercy was with us throughout, for which praifed be
God !

It having been decided that we fhould teize the perfon of the Icing,
we pa-fled the whole of the preceding night in praying to our Lord,
that he would be pleated to guide us fo that what we were about to do
fhould redound to his holy fervice, and in the morning
*
we proceeded
to arrange the manner in which our determination was to be carried
into efletft. • Our cavalry and infantry were as ufual in readinefs to turn
out if called upon, and as it was always our cuftom to go fully armed,
the appearance in that manner gave no fufpicion. Cdrtes having left
our whole force in readinefs, proceeded to the palace, attended by the
captains, P. de Alvarado, Gonzalo de Sandoval, J. V. de Leon, Tra.
de Ltigo, and A. de'Avila, with the interpreters Donna Marihwnd
Aguilar} tending before him to acquaint the king, that he was on his
way to pay him a vifit. This he did in order to prevent any eftedt
ariflng from' an unexpected appearance. The king concluded that it
was on account of the affair of Almeria, and that Cortes was enraged
about that which in reality he did not care the value of a chefhut for
*
and fent back word to Cortes that he was welcome. Accordingly, out
i tsrb .or,- ’ ■
\ _ X
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* Eight days after the arrival of the Spaniards in Mexico.
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general, and we who attended him, having entered into the prefence of
Montezuma, after paying him his refpedts, he addrefled the king
through his interpreters, faying, he was aftonifhed that a monarch
who was fo brave, and who had (hewn himfelf fo friendly to us,
fhould have given orders to his troops in Tuzapan to attack the Spa
niards, kill one of them, and his horfe, and pillage and deftroy our
allies. Cortes wiffied to conceal the death of Efcalante and the fix
others. He then charged the king with the treacherous attempt againft
us in Cholula, which he faid he had hitherto been deterred from (peak
ing of, by motives of efteem and regard; but that now, in addition to
thefe provocations, his officers were plotting our immediate deftrudtion,
and he concluded by faying, that, in order to prevent the ruin of the
city, it was neceflary that his Majefty fhould, peaceably, and without
making any oppofition or remonftrance, immediately go with us to our
quarters, where he ffiould be treated with the greateft refpedt; but that
if he faid one word, or gave the lead alarm, the five captains then pre
fent would inftantly put him to death. On hearing this Montezuma
Was at firft fo terrified that he appeared to have loft all fenfation. Hav
ing recovered himfelf a little, he denied his having ever given any order
to his troops to attack our countrymen, and taking from his wrift the
fignet of Huitzilopochtli with which he was ufed to confirm any' order
of great importance, he caufed the officer of whom complaint had been
made, to be fent for. He then replied to the propofal of leaving his
palace, arid fummoning up his dignity faid, that he was not; the perfop
to .be forced to take fuch a ftep, contrary to his inclination. The converfation was prolonged, Cortes giving him good reafons for. what he
propofed, and the king replying to him with better, infomuch that
above half an hour had now elapfed. The captains who were, (landing
by began at laft to grow very impatient, and J. V. de Leon cried out to
Cortes; in his rough voice, “ Why Sir do, you wafte fo many words ?
Let him yield himfelf our prifoner, or we will this inftant plunge
otfr fwords into his body. Tell him this, and alfo, that if he fays a
M word, he dies for it. Better for us to aflure our lives now, or periffi at
n once.” The manner in which this was fpoken (truck the king, and he
.... ..
«
afked

adked Donna Marina the meaning of it. She with her ufual readinefs
anfwered by requesting that he would immediately confent to what was
propofed to him, and go where he fhould meet all refpedt and honor,
as (he perceived that if he hefitated, they were refolved to put him to
inflant death. He then addreffed Cortes and faid, “ I have a legitimate
“ fon, and two legitimate daughters; take them as hoflages forme,
♦* but do not expofe me as , a prifoner to my own people.
**
Cortes
however replied faying nothing but what was originally propofed could
do, and that remonflrances were unavailing. At length he was forced
to confent, upon which our captains addrefTed him with every declaration of efteem and rcfpedt, earnestly defiring that he would not be
offended at what had pafled, and that he would tell his officers and
guards that he went by his own free will, and by the advice of his gods,
and priefls. His magnificent flate litters were now brought, and at
tended by his ufual guards he proceeded to our quarters, where our polls
and centinels being duly placed, he was/ received and entertained with
every mark of refpedt. He was fbon waited on by the princes-of his
family and the chief nobility of Mexico, who came to know the caufe
of the flep that he had taken, and alfo if it was his wifh that they
fhould attack us; but he replied, that it was his intention to flay with
us for a few days, and that whatever further commands he had for
them, he would lignify in due time; but charged them to do nothing
to diflurb the city..
-

Thus was the feizure of the great Montezuma effected. He was
attended while with us, in the fame manner as in his own palace, his
wives, family, and officers, were with him, and he bathed every day:
he appeared calm and refigned, and had always in his prefence twenty
counfellors or chiefs. 'Ambafladors came to him on affairs of im
portance from diflant countries, either to deliver tribute, or with bufinefs which he difpatched. I recoiled: that however great the prince or
chief might be, before he entered the king’s prefence he took of his
rich drefs, and put on a plain one of the coarfe manufacture of nequen,
and in this habit, and barefooted, approached the royal apartments,
X 2
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which he entered, not diredtly, but making a circuit by the wall: and
having come, with his eyes cart down upon the ground, ,into the pre
fence of the king, he made three profound bows, and addrefled him,,
calling him, “ Lord, my lord, great lord.
**
He then d’ifplayed before him
a cloth, whereon was painted and represented the bufinefs on which he
came, the particulars of which he pointed out to him with little rods,,
er wands, delicately wrought and polifhed. During this time two old
lords flood by the king, and as foon as they had attentively confidered
all the particulars, they gave their opinions upon it to Montezuma,
who difpatched the affair with a few words. The perfon who had
brought it, then, without making any reply, withdrew from the king’s
prefence,1 making three profound' bows, and keeping his face towards
*
the throne till out of fight; and as foon as he was out of the royal
apartments, he put on his rich drefs,and walked about the city.
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The meflengers, who, as it, has been mentioned, were difpatched
with the royal fignet, to arreft and bring to Mexico the officers of
whom our general had complained, foon returned with them. On
their arrival and being brought into their monarch’s prefence, I do not
know what paffed, but he immediately fent them to Gortes to do with
them as he thought fit. Being examined when; the king x$as hot by,‘
they avowed all that had happened, and laid they did it by the orders^
of Montezuma, which were, that they fhould if neceffary recur to
force, to obtain the tribute due, and attack the Spaniards if they ap
peared in fupp'ort of his refractory fubjcCts. Montezuma being charged
by Cortes with this which now appeared, he endfeavoured to exculpate1
himfelf as well as he couldj but Cortes told him, that although his'
participation in the guilt of his officers was evident, and although the
orders of our monarch were to punifh with death all who inflicted
death, yet fitch was liis regard for him, that he would fdonei 1 ofc hi si
own fife than do bis Majeffy an injury. All’thcfe afTutances howevefl
could hot remove the fears of' Montezuma.

As to the officers, Cortes fcntencecf them.to be burnt alive in front
- \
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of the palace of their king; this was immediately proceeded upon, and
during the time of its taking1 place, and in order to prevent any impedi
ment occurring, he alfo ordered thatMontezuma fhould be put in irons.
When this was doing, the unfortunate king could no longer fupprefs
his emotions at the indignity, but wept aloud. In this fituation he re
mained until the execution was over, at which time Cortes, attended by
his five captains, went to his apartment, and with his own hands freed
him from the irons, affuring him that he was dearer to him than even
a brother, and that he trufted foon to be able to make his dominions
exceed double their prefent extent; and alfo, that if he wifhed to go to
his palace, he Was at perfect liberty to do fo. Montezuma’s fpirit was
now broke, and the tears ran down his cheeks while Cortes was fpeaking ; he declined the offer .with thanks, knowing Well the emptinefs of
his words, and added, that he coniidered it moil: prudent to remain
where he was, in order to prevent difturbance and infurretflion in the
city. What we underftood and certainly was the cafe, was, that Cortes
had caufed the interpreters to fay that though he was inclined to releafc
him, the other officers never would allow it. As foon as Montezuma
had given his anfwer, Cortes threw his arms round his neck, and proteded that he loved him as himfelf. : The king then afked of him his
page Orteguilla, a youth who had already learned the language, and
Cortes immediately complied with his requeft, whereby Orteguilla
afterwards remained about the perfon of the king", a circumftance very
ufeful both to him and to us. Montezuma was very partial to the
youth, from whom he was conftantly ufed to enquire particulars re
lative to Europe, and Orteguilla from his knowledge of the language,
was able to communicate to . us whatever he obferved, that was of im,portance for us to know. Thus Montezuma remained amongft us,
treated with the greateft refpedt, no officer or foldier, nor even Cortes
himfelf, Cbminginto his prefence, orpaffing him, without pulling off
His Helmet, and he always treated us moft kindly and courteoufly.

The officers of Montezuma who were publicly executed as I have
-udd IT.
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related, were four in number.j~ Their names were Quetzalpopoca who
was the principal, Coati, Quiabuitle, and another whom I have for
gotten, nor is it of much importance. As foon as this chaftiftment
was known through the different provinces of New Spain, it ftruck
univerfal terror, and the people on the coaft returned to their fubmiffion.
Now let the curious confider upon our heroic actions j firft, in deftroying our fhips and therewith all hope of retreat
*
fecondly, in entering
the city of Mexico after the alarming warnings that we had received,
thirdly, in daring to make prifoner the great Montezuma king .of all
that country, in his own capital, and in the centre of his own palace,
furrounded by his numerous guards, and fourthly, in publicly burning
his officers in front of his palace, and putting the king in irons during
the execution. Now that I am old, I frequently revolve, and reflect
upon the events of that day, which appear to me as frefh as if they had
juft pafled, fuch is the impreffion they have made upon my mind. I
fay, that it was not we who did theft things, but that all was guided
by the hand of God, for what men on earth would otherwife have
ventured, their numbers not amounting to four hundred and fifty, to
have feized and put in irons a mighty monarch, and publicly burned
his officers for obeying his ‘orders, in a city larger than Venice, and at
a diftance of a thoufand and five hundred leagues from their native
couptry.il/ There is much matter for reflection in this, and it merits to
be detailed otherwift than in the dry manner in which I relate it.
Cortes now thought it neeeflary to appoint a commandant at Villa
Rica. For this purpoft he choft Alonzo de Grado, an indifferent
foldier, but a perfon of good underftanding, who {poke weft
*
and was
of ahandfome appearance ; he was alfo a mufician
*
and an excellent
penman. He was always in oppofition to Cortes relative to our advance
to Mexico, and was the principal orator on thofe occafions. Cortes
if .X. -Aaa-. <■ a
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+ They were feventeen in all: Quetzalpopoca lord of Nauhtlan, his fon, and
fifteen other noblemen.
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when he gave him the appointment good-humouredly faid to him,
*/ Now Senior de Gradd, go and poflefs your wifhes; you are com“ mandant of Villa Rica, and fee that you fortify it well; and mind I
**- charge you on no account to go out and fight the wicked Indians,
<« rior let them kill you as they did. Juan de Efcalante.” This Cortes
feid ironically, knowing the condition of the man, and that all the
world could not have got him to put his nofe out of the town. We
who were liftening,to this, and perceived his drift, could hardly for
bear laughing aloud. He then gave him his inftrudtions to behave
kindly to his Indian neighbours, and not permit them to be robbed or
opprefled: he alfo defired him-to caufe the fmiths who were in that
fettlement to make two large chains,’ out of the old iron of the (hips,
and fend them to him immediately, and to lofe no time in proceeding
with the conftrudtion of the wooden fort. When De Grado arrived
at his government, he affedted to carry on bufinefs with a lofty de
meanour, and fent to the neighbouring Indians who were at peace with
us, requiring them to give him gold, and female flaves ; paying no at
tention whatever to the fortifications, but palling his time in feafting
and play. What was worfe, he combined with the adherents of Ve
lafquez, offering to put him in pofleffion of the poft he was entrufted
*
with
Thefe things being foon communicated to Cortes, he repented
of his imprudent ftep in appointing to fuch a place a man whofe bad
difpofition he well knew: he alfo forefaw that Velafquez muft fooner
or later find out that he had fent agents to Old Caftille, and would pro
bably fend a force againft us. For thefe reafons it was necefiary that
he fhould have a perfon of confidence in the command at Villa Rica;
he therefore fent Sandoval, who was now alguazil mayor, with whom
went Pedro de Ircio already mentioned^ who gained the confidence of
Sandoval, a goodnatured man, by diverting him with anecdotes of the
families of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro Giron, in which he
had ferved. De Ircio by thefe means gained his favor fo completely,
that he never ceafed promoting him, till he had got him the rank of
captain: inftead of which promotion, for the licenfes he gave his
tongue, and for which Sandoval at times reprehended him, he deferved
'
to
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to have been well punched. Sandoval on h,is arrival at Villa Rica immediately arrcftcd De Grado and lent him priioner to Mexico, under a
guard of Indians, according to the orders of Cortes. The new gover
nor foon made hinafelf very popular amongft the natives by his affa
bility and humanity, and he immediately begah to put the fort into
proper repair. Cortes would not fee De Grado on his arrival, but con
fined him in the flocks, where he remained two days, I recoiled: that
the timber whereof thefe were made has a ftrong fmell of garlic. De
Grado, who was a man of great plaufibility at laft made his peace, and
was employed, not in a military capacity, but in one conformable to hjs
talents, being-given the office of contador, which had been held by
Avila, who was fent as procurador tp the Ifland of .St. Domingo. San
doval had orders to fend the iron-work neceffary for the Conftrudion of
two veffels, which he punctually executed, and the various articles ar
rived fafely in Mexico., J h u , d ?
(;
.
>
Cortes, regularly every day after mafs, went to wait on Mon
tezuma, attended by all his officers, and afked him what he would be
pleafed to order that they could execute; to which the king ufed to
anfwer, thanking him, that he found himfelf perfectly to his fatisfaction. Thus, from one fubjedl to another they ufually fell into difcourfe
about our holy faith, and the power of our emperor. At other times,
Montezuma and Cortes ufed to play at a certain game which they call.
Totolcique, in which they take aim with golden balls at certain objects
made alfo of gold. I remember once in particular, when Cortes and
Alvarado were playing againft Montezuma and his nephew, Monte
zuma jocularly faid that he would not allow Tonatiu, meaning Alva-’
rado, fo called on account of his handfbme perfbn, that word meaning
the fun, to mark, expreffihg himfelf in fuch a manner as to imply,
that Alvarado did not fay that which was true; at which we all burft
out; laughing, becaufe Alyarado was a little addicted to exaggeration.
When Cortes gained, he gave his winnings to thofe about Montezuma,,
and when the king gained he did the fame to our fokliets of the guard.
Indeed he never let a day pafs, without making prefents of fome kind
to
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to”all of us, but more particularly to Velafquez de Leon who was the
captain of his guard, and always paid him great attention. One night
a foldier named ^Truxillo, was guilty of a certain piece of. difrefpedl
within his hearing, at which Montezuma was. highly offended^ and
enquired of the page who the perfon was. The page .told him that he
was a man of low birth, who knew no better. He then proceeded to
tell him of our different ranks and qualities, ’ about which he was very
curious. On the next day he ordered Truxillo to be brought into his
prefence,- and after having reproved him, he made him a prefent worth
about five crowns. The words of Montezuma made lefs imprefiion on
the foldier than his gold, and on the next night the fellow was guilty
of the fame piece of impolitenefs, in order to get more. Of this Mon
tezuma complained to Velafquez, who ordered the man to be relieved,
and feverely reprimanded him. Another foldier one night complained
that he was ill, curling this, dog of an Indian, meaning Montezuma,
who gave them fo much trouble. This being overheard by the king,
who difcovered what he had faid, he complained thereof to Cortes,, by
whofe command the man was immediately whipped, notw.ithftanding
he was a very good foldier; his name was Pedro Lopez. After this
example ftridt difcipline and filence were kept by the guard, to the
great fatisfadfion of the king, who was very kind to us, knew us all,
and fpoke to us by our names. I was at this time a (tripling, and
always behaved to him with great refpedt; his page had told him that
I had been twice upon his coafts before the arrival of Cortes, and I had
defired the page to mention to him, that inftead of gold dr mantles, he
would oblige by giving me a handfome, Indian girl. This requeft he
gracioufty complied with, calling me to him and faying, "*. * Bernal
“Diaz del Caflillo, the young woman J prefent to you is the daughter
“of one of my principal nobility; treat her well, and her friends will
“ give you gold and mantles, as much as you can defire.
*
’ I killed
his Majefly’s hand,, thanking him for his favors, and praying God to
profper him; to which Montezuma replied faying, “ It feems to me
“ that Del Caftillo is of noble Condition.’’ Wherewith he ordered me
three plates of gold, and two loads of mantles.
I will
Y

I will now relate fome more particulars of his courfe of life. In
the morning, having, paid his devotions, he eat a flight breakfaft, not
pf meats but vegetables, fuch as agi or pepper, and then remained a
full hour hearing bufinefs, in the manner I have already defcribed.
T'he number of judges or counfellors who attended upon him at thofe
times amounted to twenty. His numerous miftrefles he ufcd'to marry
to his officers and particular friends; fome of them fell to our lot;
mine was called Donna Francifca; a lady of high birth, as fhe fliewcd
'by her manners. .Thus fometimes amufing himfelf, arid fometimbs
meditating on his Situation, the great Montezuma pafled the days of his
confinement amongft us.
'
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The materials being arrived, Cortes requeued that the king would
give him permiffion to conftrudt two veflels, for the purpofe of amufing
himfelf upon the water, and alfo that he would order his carpenters to
aflifl:,'. The oak timber was only at the affiance of about four leagues,
and Montezuma diavirig given his content, the work went 6n fo exjSfeditioufly, by. tne number of Indian carpenters;, arid was
ably cbridudted by our principal builder Martin Lopez, that in a very fhort fpace
of time, they were built, launched, and rigged, with an awning over
each. ,
' \ 'T.j-1. ’ . " ■ ,
•

Montezuma at this time reduefted permiflidn from,/Cortes to pay
his devotions, and perform facrifices, in order that his friends and fubmight fee that he lived among us by the order .of Kis gods, arid'fefs
own choice. Cortes returned for anfwer, that in fo doing, it Was his
bufinefs to beware how he did any thing whereby to lofe his life; for
.that he would fend a guard of officers and fiddlers "with him, giving
them ftridt orders to kill him inftanily in caie there" appeared any thing
like a commotion. With this caution he gave him his permiffion to
vifit his teiriple. It was alfo at the lame time fignifiedto him,, that no
humanfacrifice would be permitted ; to which Montezuma having
agreed; he ret out in his ufual pomp, and accompanied by four of our
captains, Velafquez de Leon, Alvarado, Avila, arid De Lugo, with a
y
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hundred and fifty foldiers. fOur reverend father of the order of mercy
'alfo attended /or the purpofe of preventing human Sacrifice. Mon
tezuma on his arrival near the temple came out of his jitter, and was
fupported up to it as ufual, being met\by a number of priefts? They
.had on the preceding night facrificed four Indians, nor could aH our
endeavours prevent that: inhuman practice, which we were for the pre
fent obliged to connive at, fearing to do any thing which would caufe
an infurrediion. After Montezuma had ftaid a ihort time at his devotions . he came down from the temple, and returned‘to bur quarters in
great good humour, making presents to all of Us who attended him
upon the occafion.
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The veflels were now afloat upon the lake, fully equipped, and
manned with expert failors, and they
*
obeyed both fail and bar, io as to .
anfwer our utmoft expedition. When Montezuma was informed of it, «
he requefted Cortes to permit him to go hunting in a certain diftridt,
which was prohibited to all others on pain of death. Cortes aflented,
warning him that his life paid the forfeit of any attempt at a refcue,
and he offered him the ufe of his (hips to go there, which Mon
tezuma was greatly pleafed with,, and accepted.

*

Jhe fwifteft failing veflfel conveyed the king and. his fuite, the .
other was occupied by his fon and a number of the nobility. They
were attended alfo by a vaft number of boats, great and fmall. Cortes
ordered out a party compofed of Velafquez de Leon, Alvarado, De Oli,
arid Avila,
all illlj
men
who had
blood i in
their
eyes,
and two hundred
| i»’•-/
*
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loldiers, giving them orders to be very watchful over Montezuma:
four brafs guns with their ammunition and artillery-nien, were alfo
embarked. > .

The wind, blew vety frefli, our failors took delight in exhibiting
their ikill, andthe fhips feemed to fly acrofs the lake, leaving the veflels
of. the natives fa;1 behind. Montezuma being arrived where he was to
hunt, landed, for .that purpofe, and as the place abounded with game,
Ya ‘ e
■........‘ he
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he had foon killed a great quantity of various kinds, fuch as deer, hares,
and rabbits. After having amufed himfelf for fome time in this manner,
he returned on board the veflel, and fet fail for Mexico. We difcharged our artillery during the voyage, which afforded him amufement and fatisfadlion, and he delighted us all by his affable and friendly
behaviour; nor is it poffible to defcribe, how noble he was in every
thing he did, nor the refpedl in which he was held by every one about
him. One day, three of our captains were in his prefence when a
hawk entered the apartments purfuing a quail, which kind of birds, as
well as doves, bred in and about the palaces. As our officers and
foldiers were admiring the beauty and flight of the -hawk, and talking
upon the fubjedt in general, Montezuma was curious to know what
we were faying, which being explained to him, and alfo how we could
tame hawks and fly them from our hands, Montezuma faid that he
would order the bird to be caught for us, and giving immediate direc
tions to that purpofe, by the next morning his hunters had caught and
1 brought to us the identical bird.
Cacamatzin the king’s nephew, and prince of the city of Tezcuco,
the largeft next to Mexico in the empire, having received information
that the king had been now many days kept prifoner by the Spaniards,
and that they had alfo opened the treafury of his anceftors, in order to
fecure it by a timely effort, convoked his vaflals, and alfo the neigh
bouring princes. Amongft them was the lord of Matalcingo, a great
warrior, and near relation of Montezuma, who was laid to have pretenfion to the throne. Thefe princes and chiefs he fummoned, in order
to induce them to aflemble-their forces, and fall upon us in a body.
When they were met in confultation upon this propofition, the prince
whom I before mentioned to have had preteniions to the throne, made
the fupport of them the condition of his entering into the confederacy.
Cacamatzin then brought forward a fimilar claim, declaring that he
would go through the bufinefs with his own force, for which purpofe
he made arrangements with his friends in the city of Mexico. This
coming to the knowledge of Montezuma, he immediately forbid any
' fuch
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fuch fteps being taken, and communicated to Cortes the information
which he had received. The tranfaCtion was already in a certain degree
known to us, but not to the full extent. Cortes in confequence thereof
propofed to take with him a body of Mexicans to attack and deftroy the
cityof Tezcuco, but this determination not being fatisfaCtory to Mon
tezuma, Cortes fent to Cacamatzin, defiring him to defift from his
warlike preparations, as he wifhed him for his friend. Cacamatzin
replied that he was not to be duped like others by plaufible words ; that
he expeCted foon to fee us, and then we might fay to him what we
would. Cortes once again fent to Cacamatzin warning him not to pro
ceed to hoftilities, the confequence of which would be the lofs of the
king’s life ; to which this chief returned < for apfwer, that neither the
king nor Cortes were of any confequence to him, for that he was de
termined to perfevere in his intentions.

He had at this time a brother in Mexico, who had been obliged
to fly thither on account of a family quarrel. This being known to us,
our general propofed to Montezuma to call the reigning prince to his
court, where we could feize < on and detain him until he became more
amenable, or if We thought proper; elevate the brother now in Mexico
to his. place; Montezuma agreed to fend for him, adding, that if he
refufed to come, he would give directions for having him brought by
force. For this Gortes returned him thanks with many profeflions of
fincere regard, afluring him that he ftaid by him entirely for his pro
tection, and that for his part-he fhould be happy to accompany him to
his palace, but that he could not get-hls-eaptains to confent to it. The
king thanked him, and laid that he would immediately fend to inform
Cacamatzin of his true fituation, and how it was adopted of his own
free will, and by the advice of his gods ; for Montezuma was perfectly
well acquainted with the diflimulation praCtifed by Cortes, and that it
was only done in order to found him. Montezpma according to his
promife fent a meflage to the prince, who perfectly underftood the
manner in which it was obtained, and declared his determination to
attack us in four days, faying, that his uncle the king was a pitiful
monarch,
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monarch, and no better than a hen, for ,npt having attacked us as he
advifed him at the pafs of Chalco. That ;for. his .part ,he .was deter
mined to avenge the Wrongs -that had been committed by us upon Mon
tezuma and the country, and that .if in fo doing the throne of Mexico
fell to his lot, he would liberally reward thofe whoTuppprted him.
Some, of the chiefs who heard .thefe declarations had fcruples upon
the fubjedl, objecting to go to .war without .the.orders of(th,eir fovereign. This filled the prince with rage, efpecialjy when theypropofed
to fend to him Tor his inftrudtions; he caufed three of them fo be taken
prifoners, and . the others who .were prefent intimidated, thereby, de
clared their determination .to Tupport him. He thpp.fent a meflage to
-Montezuma, ^reprefenting thedifgrace in which he was, fallen,-by con
necting himfelf with wizards and.magicians, .and that he would come
and put us all to death. Montezuma was highly offended at this, and
taking oft his feal, he entrufted it to the care , of fix of his captains,
commanding them to go. and ftiew it fo pertain pprfons whomhe
named, as knowing they were not on terms of friendfhip with the
prince, and, to fignify to them his orders, that they fhould feize Caca•matzin and fend him into his prefence. Accordingly t they entered
where the prince.was, difeourfing..with fpmeof his chiefs, relative, to
his expedition, and having fecured him, together with five others,
embarking them in, a piragua,, they brought thejrijto Mexico, where
Cacamatzin, was placed, in one ofc the, royal litters,. and conducted into
■ the prefence of Montezuma. The kmg,: after haying reproached him
for his difobedience. and. treafpn, delivered; himta Cortes, to do what
■ he thought, proper with him, releafing the other, prifoners. Cortes
thanked the great Montezuma, and made arrangements, that the brother
of Cacamatzin fhould fucceed to the principality,, by the name of Don
Carlos, and he was accordingly inverted , with this dignity in the pre
fence of Montezuma. The other chiefs, who had joined, in. the.meafurea
of Cacamatzin abfented themfelves from court through fear, but were
pfhortly made prifoners, and brought to-Mexico in chains. Thjjsrwas
concluded,this,important
bufinefs« .to. our entire fatisfadfipn.
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tintied ftill paying 6uf court fo Montfczum^, in the manner fo great and
geherbus a priftcfc de/ervfed, neverfitting down, not even Cortes himfelf,
in his prefence, until the king commanded it. The converfation fre
quently turned upon our holy religion, and the truths thereof feemed
to be every day making more impreffion upon the king’s mind.

Cdrtes now entered agiih Upon the fubjedt of Montezuma’s aetkndwledging the fovefeignly of OUf Emperor, to which Montezuma
replied, that he would fummon ihe prihees his vaffals, which he ac
cordingly did; ahd nearly the whole of them attended within the fpace
of ten days. Among the few who abfented themfelves was that rela
tion of Montezuma’s already fpoken of, as of extraordinary prowefs in
war, who returned for anfwer-, that he would neither come, or pay
-any mote tribute. The king was incenfed at this, and lent officers to
apprehend him-, but without fuccefs. The princes being aflembled and
the little page prefent, Montezuma reminded them of -the -ancient pro
phecies, whereby they were told that from tHofe parts where 'the fun
fifes, men wefetoromefo rcfle the country, <andfh$ft with theit arrival
fhould "ceafe the empire of the Mbxfcatns. The king added, that for
Hi’s part ‘he believed We Were -the people fpoken of; that he had facrificedfohisgods, reCpiefting in Vain -ah anfwer from them, but they
reTerred hirn tocthe ;f6rm'er ohds, and commanded him to afk no more,
"Whereby 'he cOhHiided their Wifi fo be that obedience ffiould be yielded
fo the dcihg of CaftiIle,f’orWh'om fhefe fttahgete Were 'vaffals. ♦* 1
** ribw,” continuied W, “ 'befeeeh you to 'give them fome fokfen df
’4‘
re^iiiife-tt of riie, ‘ddt'h'o brie refufe. For eighteen
“ years that I have reigned, f have been a kind monarch to you, you
** have been faithful fubjedts to me; fince my gods will have it fo,
■*? indulge me by this one infiance of obedience.”. The princes, with
■many -fighs and fears, -prUmifed'Montezuma, vVho was ftill more
"afffedteHfh^rifhem,1 thatfhey Would do Whatever he defired. He then
: fehtf afneifagerto Cbifes,-Idling him, >?fhati:op the ehfiiing day, he and
his princes' Would tender fheir allegiance tohisfMajcfly our Emperor.
This they accordingly did at the time appointed, in the'prefence of all
’ 11 otir

our officers, and many of our foldiers, not one of whom could refrain
from weeping, in beholding the agitation. and diftrefs of the great and
generous Montezuma.
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Cortes and his captains being in the prefence of Montezuma, con
verting about indifferent fubjetfts, the general took an opportunity to
afk fome queftions relative to the gold mines. Montezuma told him
that the richeft were in the province of Zacatulag and he gave an ac
count of the manner in which the gold was obtained, which was, by
waffling the earth, the fmall grains of metal finking to the bottom.
He alfo informed Cortes that they obtained it in two rivers in the pro
vince of Guztepeque, where the natives did not obey him, but that if
Cortes would fend fome troops thither, he would order his officers to
conduct them/ Cortes thanked the king, and pitched upon the pilot
Umbria, and two foldiers to examine the mines of Zacatula. To thofe
in the Chinantecan and Zapotecan territories he fent a captain named
Pizarro, a -young man, his relation; but at that time the names of
Pizarro and Peru were equally unknown. The latter took with him
four foldiers ufed to mining, and. four noble Mexicans. Montezuma
then prefented Cortes with a map, admirably , painted on cloth, of the
whole northern coaft as far as T?abafco, an extent of a hundred and forty
leagues. Among the rivers was that of Guacacualco, which Cortes
determined to have examined, and Diego de Ordas offering himfelf, was
accepted by Cortes contrary to his own inclination, as he was a perfon
from whofe advice and judgement he derived great advantage. Mon
tezuma told De Ordas on his departure, that his power, did not extend
where he was going, but that if he wifhed for the affiftance of his
frontier garrifons, he was welcome to take them.
<)t;
.;

The firft who returned was Gonzalo de Umbria. He brought
with him gold to the value of three hundred crowns, and reported that
the mines would be very valuable, if they were as expert at the bufinefs
there, as in St. Domingo or Cuba;. Two principal perfons of that
country alfo attended him to Mexico, and brought a prefent of gold of
about
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about a hundred crowns value, offering to become his Majcfty’s fubjcfts.
The having afcertained the lituation of the mines was matter of great
fatisfadlion to Cortes. Umbria defcribed the Country in which he had
been as very rich and populous, and indeed he and- his companions
feemed to have returned no way the worfe for their journey, and Cortes
intended that it fhould be fo, in order to make up their former dif
*
ferences

Diego de Ordas reported that he had palled through very populous
diftriCts, and had been Univerfally well received / that he had met with
bodies of the troops of Montezuma on the frontiers, of whole outrages
the inhabitants made heavy complaints, for which De Ordas feverely
reprehended the military chiefs, threatening them with the punilhment
of the lord oF Nauhtlan.' Proceeding towards the river he was hot
*
pitably received, by the caciques and inhabitants of the neighbouring
country. On founding the mouth of the river they found three fathom
water at low-tide, in the fhalloweft part, and within the bar, water
fufficient for large Ihips, it ftill deepening as they went higher Up. He
alfo found a place fit for a naval eliablifhmeyit, where the natives came
to him, and offered themfelves as VaHals to his Majefly, Complaining
bitterly of Montezuma and his officers; they alfo pointed out to our
people the place, where, in a late action they had killed many of his
troops, and which they had in consequence named ‘’**
Cdttonemequi, that
is to lay the place of the Haugh ter of the Mexicans, giving them a molt
opprobrious epithet. He further represented the foil of the country as
♦fit for cattle and tillage, and the port as well lituated for trade with
Cuba, St, Domingo, and Jamaica, but difadvantagcous in regard to its
diftance from Mexico, and the Moraifes in its neighbourhood. Pizarro
returned from Tuftepeque with gold in grains to the value of a thoufand
crowns! ■ He related how he afcended into the mountains inhabited by
the Chinantecans, who fallied out under arms, and refufed to fuffer the
Mexicans to come'among them, vowing that they would kill them all
if they attempted it j but our people were admitted wittingly, and they
there obtained gold in its native ftate with a rough futface. Pizarro
Z
brought
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brought with him certain of the chiefs of the country, who wifhed to
renounce the Mexican ypke, and become fubjedts of his Majefty.
Thefe Cortes received moft kindly, and difmifled to their homes
with a promife of fupport and protection. He then enquired for the
other foldiers j to' which Pizarro replied that the country being rich,
and the people well inclined to us, he had left them to make a planta
tion of cocoa and to collect ftock and birds; as alfo for the purpofe of
exploring the rivers and mines. Cortes faid nothing at the time, but
feverely reprimanded him in private, for going beyond his orders,, and
employing the foldiers in fuch ridiculous purfuits. He alfo imme-.
diately fent off a meffenger, with orders to them to return to their head
quarters.
Cortes now demanded of Montezuma a . general contribution of
gold to be made through the whole extent of his territories, to our
emperor, and alfo that the king fhould. deliver to us his treafure for the
fame purpofe. Montezuma immediately fent officers to thofe diftriCts
where the mines were, requiring a quantity of plates of gold, of the
ufual fize paid in tribute, two of thefe being fent as a ftandard. .He
at this time however remarked to Cortes, that from many of his dif
triCts gold was not to be expected in any confiderable quantity, the
people only pofleffing fuch toys as had been tranfmitted to them from
their anceftors. Much gold was immediately tranfmitted from the rich;
provinces, but when the order was received by the refractory lord who
was nearly related to Montezuma, the anfwer which he returned was,,
that he would pay no .tribute, for that he had as good a right to the
throne of Mexico as Montezuma himfelf. This greatly enraged the
king, who immediately fending trufty officers with his, token, the feal,
they apprehended and brought this chief to Mexico, When he came
into the prefence of the king he behaved with fuch infolence to him as .
appeared to border upon madnefs, and Cortes learning thefe particulars,
and alfo that Montezuma had ordered him to be put to death,: in
terceded in his favor, and obtained leave to keep him in his cuftody.
As foon as he had an interview, he addreffed this chief very kindly,
and
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and endeavoured to make a friend of him, offering him his liberty,
which however Montezuma would not accede to, but defired he fhould
be put in chains as the others had been.

In twenty days from the time of the orders being iffued, the tribute
was collected'. The king then fummoned Cortes, with the captains
and foldiers who ufually formed his guard, and addrefled us laying,
“ Know, that I am indebted to your great king, and efteem him, for
having lent an embafly to me front fuch a diftance, and alfo becaufe
“ I am convinced that according to what we have heard from our an** ceftors, ’ he is to rule us; a prophecy which is confirmed by the de*« clarations of our gods. Take this gold, which is all that could be
“ collected on fo fhort a notice, and alfo the treafure which I derive
“ from my anceftors, and which I know you have feen; fend it to
your monarch, and let it be recorded in your annals, that this was
** the tribute of his vaflal Montezuma. I will give you for your
" emperor fome moft valuable jewels named calchihuis, each of which
“ is worth two loads of gold ; I will alfo fend three tubes ufed for
** {hooting darts or pellets, fo richly adorned with jewels that he will
“ be pleafed to fee them, and this which I now give is the laft of the
** treafure which has remained with me.” : We all took off our helmets,
and returned thanks to the great Montezuma for his liberality and mu
nificence, which Cortes: promifed that he would reprefent in the
ftrongeft terms to his Majefty. •
to
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After fome more converfation, Montezuma commanded his officers
to deliver- to us the treafure which was in the concealed apartment.
This was accordingly done, and we were for the fpace of three days
conftantly employed iri taking it to pieces, from the various manners in
which it was worked up; in'this we were alfo aflifted by the .royal
goldfmiths from Efcapuzalco. When thus feparated, the- articles of
gold were formed in: three heaps, weighing upwards of fix hundred
thoufand crowns, exclufive of the various other valuables, the gold in
plates and bars, and the metal in its rough ftate from the mines. The
.Z z
goldfmiths
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goldfmiths melted down the metal which was in the heaps
*
and ran it
into bars of the breadth of three fingers. When this was done, another
prefent was received from Montezuma, fo rich ^rat it was worthy of
admiration, exclufive of the jewels' called calchihuis, the ornamented
tubes covered with jewels and pearls, the beautiful embroideries of
pearls and feathers, and the penaches, and plumage, a recital whereof
would be endlefsi. The bars of gold were ftamped with the imperial
arms by the approbation of us allM and as to the rich ornaments, it was
judged beft that they fhould not be; taken to pieces. We alfo caufed
weights to be made of iron for the purpofeof afcertaining the quantity
of gold in the bars. They were not perfectly exacft, but perhaps an
ounce more or lefs, being arrobas, half arrobas, and down to four
ounces. The officers of his Majefty valued the gold, altogether, and
exclufive of filver and ornaments, at fix hundred thou&nd crowns; but
fome faid that it amounted to more.
Nothing farther was then
thought neceffary, than to dcdudt his Majefty’s fifth, and diftribute
the (hares to the officers and foldiers; Cortes however propofed that the
divifion (hould be poftponed until more treafure was brought in, and
more exadtweights made, but the foldiers were clamorous for an im
mediate divifion, for they perceived that fince the various articles had
been taken to pieces, above a third part was already gone; for Cortes,
the captains, and others, were conveying ft off and concealing it. At
length it was determined to weigh it, and to poftpone the divifion until
the enfuing day. It was accordingly fo done, and exclufive of the
ornaments and plates of gold, it was found to amount to upwards of
fix hundred thoufand crowns, I will now relate how it was divided,
and how the moft of it remained with Cortes and certain others.

In the partition of the treafure Cortes fijft laid afidc his Majefty’s
fifth; fecondly, for himfelf, another fifth; thirdly, a portion of the
gold to reimburfe the expences in thifcjfland of Cuba, and alfo far the
naval expenditure incurred by Velafquez,, and the deftrudlion of the
(hips; fourthly, for the expences of our agents in Spain; fifthly, for
our foldiers in ViUa Rica; fixtbly, for the lofs of killed horfes; fe.> N
venthly,
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venthly, for the reverend father and the captains; eighthly, double
(hares for the cavalry, mufketeers, and crofsbow-men. Thus by the
time all thefe drafts were made, what remained for each foldier was
hardly worth (looping for !f Many refuled to take their (hares, and the
whole, nearly, remained with Cortes. We were obliged to be iilent,
fori to whom could weappeal for juftice? Some at length took their
(hares at a hundred-crowns,,and then cried out for more; thefe men’s
mouths Cortes (topped, givin^privately a little to one, and a little to
another, with promifes in abundanccTon.condition that they kept themfelves quiet. That which Wa§ allotted to the foldiers
went no better, as (hall be related, in its place, and fuch Was the refult
of the divifion of Montezuma’s treafurc,

Our captains got chains of gold made for them by the king’s
workmen; Cortes had alfo (imilar works executed for him, together
with a fervice of plate. Many of our foldiers who had lined their
pockets well did the lame, and deep gaming went on, day and night,
with cards made out of the heads of drums ; and thus we palled our
time in Mexico.
Quitting for /the prefent * the fubjeeft of Montezuma’s gold, badly
divided, and wdrfe employed, I will relate what happened to a poor
fellow, one Cardenas a pilot and a native of Triana. He had a wife
and children, and like many others of us little or nothing to give them.
When he perceived that all this immenfe treafure of Montezuma’s had
dwindled into a (hare of a hundred crowns, and that he, after all his
battles, had nothing to expeft in future but hard blows, it made fuch
an impreftion on him, and he exprefled himfelf fo loudly, that it could
not but come to the ears of Cortes. Accordingly when he heard all
that, and much mote, which had been faid, he called qs together, and
in a long fet fpeech gave us a great many honied words, which Ke had
an extraordinary facility of doing, wondering how we could be fo fe
licitous about a little paltry gold, When the whole country would foon
be ours, with all its rich mines, wherewith there was enough to make
.
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us great lords and princes and I know not what. To the more loud
he gave fome fmall prefents, and to Cardenas, he fecretly promifed to
fend three hundred crowns for his wife and children. This Cardenas
was afterwards very troublefome to him.

As all men are avaricious, as with moft the defire of acquiring
increafes with what they poflefs, and as it was well known that a great
quantity of valuable pieces of gold was taken out of the treafury, fufpicion naturally fell on feveral. Juan Velafquez de Leon had then
fome large chains of gold, and trinkets and ornaments of that metal, in
the hands of the king’s workmen, and the treafurer Mexia knowing of
it, and alfo how he had procured the gold, laid claim to them; but
De Leon refilled, faying it had been given him by Cortes, before
it was ran into bars; to which the treafurer replied, that Cortes had con
cealed.enough, and taken enough from his foldiers already, without
giving him fo great a quantity. The quarrel rofe fo high between
them, being both valiant men, that they drew their fwords, and before
they could be parted each had received two wounds. Cortes on hearing
it ordered them to be put in arrefir, and in chains ; this he did to keep
up appearances, having privately fpoken to De Leon who was his par
ticular friend, and defired him to fubmit quietly; and the other he re
leafed in confideration of his office as treafurer. Velafquez was a ftrong
man, and ufed to walk much backwards and forwards in the apartment
\yjiere he was confined. .Montezuma hearing the rattling of his chains,
enquired who it was,; and -being told, he interceded with Cortes for
him, on the firfl: opportunity. Gortes laughing replied that Velafquez
was a mad fellow^ who if he did not keep him confined, would go up
and down ;the country ^robbing his majefty’s fubjedts of their gold.
The good king faid, if it was only on that account he was detained, he
* would fupply his wants., and begged that he might be releafed. Cortes
affected to make a favor of it, but at length agreed, declaring that he
would hanim him from head quarters. Accordingly he went as far as
Cholula, hut in fix days returned, richer, by the king’s gold, than
when he went. After this Cortes and Mexia were never great friends.
The
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The king at this time made a proposal of marriage to Cortes, of
fering him one of the princeffes his daughters. This offer Cortes re
ceived as it merited, and fuggefted the propriety of her being previoufly
initiated into the myfteries of our holy religion, by being baptized ; to
which the king who was on all occafions compliant, immediately
aflented. He however continued as attached as ever to his worlhip and
facrifices, which put Cortes and his captains to a dilemma;/ but it was
thought moft confiftent with their duties as chriftians to incur the
danger of infurredtion, and deftroy the idols of the Mexicans, in order
to plant the true crofs in their place, or if that was found impolfible,
we refolved to content ourfelves for the prefent with making a chapel ‘
for the chriftian worlhip in the temple. Seven officers and foldiers at
tended Cortes, when he waited, on Montezuma to lignify to him our.
refolution. When ,it was made known to him, and he law the violence
with which the meafure was determined to be.carried into effedt, he
earneftly begged permilfion to confult his priefts, and Cortes appearing
touched with his fituation, made figns to the officers and foldiers to
, retire, and leave the king with him and the reverend father. He then
told him, that in order to accommodate the matter more to his fatisfaction, he would endeavour to prevail with his officers, for the prefent
to offer no violence to the idols, provided a part of the great temple was
appropriated to the purpofe of a chapel, and an altar and crucifix allowed
to be placed there ; which being once done, his Majefty would in a
fhort time be convinced of the errors and falfehood of his worlhip. To.
this Montezuma with much agitation, and the appearance of deep forrow, heavily confented; and in confcquence, an altar and crucifix
being erecfted, mafs was folemnly faid, and a perfon was appointed to.,
take care of the chapel.
’

The time of our ftay in this city was one feries- of alarms,_fufficient in themfelves to have deftroyed the lives of thofe who . were notr
fupported by the divine interpofition. It appeared, that in confequence
of our late meafure, and the reprelentations of the priefts ailing upon
the prejudices of the people, our dangers were now thickening on us.
Thefts

Their gods threatened to leave them unlefs we were put to death, for
having violated their temple, and it was the determination to obey their
will. This refolution was communicated to Montezuma by his priefts,
and all his chief warriors, who added to their religious fubjedt of com
plaint, every other which they could collect, relative to our conduit
fence we arrived in Mexico. The page Orteguilla alfo at this time came;
to inform Cortes of fome alarming circumftances, fuch as a number of
fecret conferences which he had obferved, between Montezuma and his
nobility and chiefs, the angry and melancholy countenance of the king,
and other circumftances highly important and interefting to us. Cortes
immediately on hearing this, taking with him five of his captains, and
his interpreters, waited on Montezuma. The king feemed much diftrefled, and informed him, that he was grieved to have lately learned,
that it was the determination of his gods that we fhould all be put to
death, or expelled from Mexico; he, therefore, being out fincere
friend, recommended to us on no account to run the rifk, but to fave
our lives, whilft it could be done, by a fpeedy retreat. Cortes and the
reft could not conceal their uneafinefs on hearing this, and no wonderThe general, however, immediately replied, that he was on that occafion much grieved at two things; one was, his not having veflels
ready for the purpofe of returning, the other, that in cafe of his doing
fo, he fhould be under the neceffity of taking his Majefty with him,
in order to prefent him to his fovereign the Emperor. He therefore un
treated Montezuma, that he would reftrain his priefts and warriors,
until he fhould have time to build three fhips, laying if this were not
acceded to, we were all refolved to die to the very laft man; and as a
proof of the fincerity of his determination to depart, he declared, that
he would immediately fiend his fhipbuilders to fell wood and conftrudt
the veflels, ojti the coaft. The. determination of Cortes to bring
Montezuma with him, made that monarch more diftrefled and dejedted
than fever; Cortes then repeated his aflutance of no unneceflary delay,
and defired the afliftance of the king’s carpenters in conftrudting the'
veflels; at the fame time requefting his influence with the priefts and
nobility, to prevent any infurredtion in the city, and his endeavours
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to appeafe his gods, provided it were not by human facrificcs.
Cortes immediately proceeded to execute his determination of
building the three (hips, contrary to what is related by Gomara, who
fays that the whole was a feint, in order to lull Montezuma and his
fubjedts. But qnthe contrary, Martin Lopez, the principal carpenter,
who is now living, has allured me that he really, and in good earneft,
did fet about the work, and that the veSTels were actually on the flocks.
During this time we remained very penfive and fad, in the city of
Mexico, frqm the precarioufnefs of . our fltuatiqn, ;expe<$ting .every mo
ment to be attacked. Our apprehensions were increaSed by the infor
mations obtained by Donna Marina, and the terror and tears of the
page, who, understanding the language, obtained hints which efpapcd
tour knowledge. We kept however good and conftant watch on Mon
tezuma, and guard on our quarters, never Sleeping out of our armour,
and,our horfes were conftantly bridled and/faddkd alLnight.
;
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Without-meaning to boaft I may fay of myfelf, that fmy armour
was to me as eafy as the foftefl down, and fuch .is my cuftom, that
-when I now go the rounds of my.djftri^t, J never tta|ke abed with me
mnlcfs I happen indeed dp be
-jp which
ecafe il do iit.only. in order to avoid the appegraneeof poverty, or penUiiioufnefs, Jbutiby myTaith, even when Ihave one I always throw my
felf on .it in imy clothes, fuch it is to ,beia true foldier! Another pecuJiarityd have jus, that J cannotdleep; through <thp night, but always
.awakenand get ppinorder to contemplate the heavens and Stars, and'
thus I amufe myfelf, walking backwards and forwards, as 7 uSed to do
-when on ;gpard, fpr a ‘good fpace jof time, without hat or cap; and
•glory be to Clod, I wer yef .caught Cold, inor iwas a jot the worSe for
it. And this rthe readers irnnft/pardon mefor (mentioning, it nqtibeing
-from vanity
;hut-thatd
*
wiSh him torknow what Jkind. of
the
c.true bred foldiers, ! and jeal conquerors of
were.
< *
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CHAPTER IX.
Expedition of P. de Narvaez. His Army defeated by Cortes at
Cempoal, May 26tht 1520.—Return of the Spaniards to Mexico.
War there. Death of Montezuma. Expulfion of the Spaniards,
July 1. Battle of Obtumba. Reception of the Spaniards in
Tlafcala, July 10th.

A HE Bifhop of Burgos who was at this time prefident of the Indies,
bore unlimited fway in that department, during the abfence of the Em
peror in Flanders. He now fent out orders to Velafquez, to feize, and
make us prifoners, at all events: in confequence of which the governor
of Cuba fitted out a fleet of nineteen fhips, and embarked therein an
army of one thoufand four hundred foldiers, and twenty, pieces of
cannon, with all neceflary ammunition and appointments, eighty ca
valry, and one hundred and fixty mufkets and crols-bows, the whole
being under the command of Pamphilo de Narvaez. Such were his
exertions, and his animofity againft Cortes and us, that he went for
thefe purpofes a journey of above feventy leagues from the Havannah.
While he was thus occupied,-it appears, that the court of royal au
dience of St. Domingo, and the brethren of the order of Jeronymites,
got intelligence thereof. They, knowing our good intentions, and
great exertions for the fervice of God and his Majefty, and confidering
alfo how injurious to the interefts thereof, the meditated expedition of
Velafquez was likely to be, fent the Oydor Lucas Vafquez de Aillon
to Cuba, with orders to put a pofitive flop to ’the failing of it. But
whatever orders, oppofition^ or menaces he could make ufe of for the
purpofe were of no avail, Velafquez confident of the fupport of the
Bifhop of Burgos, and having alfo expended all his property in the
equipment,
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equipment, was more bent on it than ever, and held the oydor and his
authorities in defiance. When the oydor therefore faw that his en
deavours to prevent the armament from failing were in vain, he thought
it molt prudent under all the circumstances to embark with it, in order
to mediate, and prevent any injury to the public fervice, or, if neceflary,
by virtue of his office as oydor, to take pofleffion of the country, in
the name of his Majefty the Emperor.
/
The fleet fitted out by Velafquez and under the command of
Narvaez, arrived at the port of St. Juan de Ulua without any accident,
except the lofs of one fmall veflel. The whole compofed a formidable
and refpedtable force, confidering that it was entirely created in the
Ifland of Cuba. On its arrival, the foldiers who. had been lent in queft
of the mines in that country, as has been before related, went on bpard,
and it is faid that on fo doing, they returned thanks to God for their,
delivery from the command of Cortes, and the dangers of the city of
Mexico. Narvaez finding them fo open, ordered that they fhould be
plentifully fuppliedwith wine, to render them more communicative, in
which he effectually fucceeded. Cervantes the jefter, under colour, of
facetioufnefs, expofed to him all the difcontents of our people relative
to the partition of the treafure, and alfo the quantity that was obtained;
giving Narvaez in many points, much more intelligence than he wiffied
to hear. They alfo informed him of the bad ftate of the garrifon com
manded by Sandoval in Villa Rica. The news of the arrival of the fleet
was foon communicated to Montezuma, who kept his knowledge of it
from Cortes, and at the fame time ordered liberal gifts to be prefented to.
Narvaez, whereby a private correfpondence was opened between them,
to the difadvantage of the former, of whom Narvaez told the king every
thing that was bad, faying we were all outcafts and robbers, and that
the Emperor hearing of our bad conduCt, and of our having detained
the great Montezuma in cuftody, had fent that force to liberate him,
and punifh us, by putting us all to death. . This intelligence gave the
king great fatisfaCiion, fo^ from the account of their force which was
accurately reprefented to him in painting, he thought us loft. He lent
‘
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more magnificent prefents to Narvaez, and could not conceal the fatisrfadtion which he felt. It was now three days fince he had received this •
intelligence, without communicating it to Cortes, who obferved ahd
was furprifed at the alteration which he perceived in him. At the ex
piration of that time however
*
being, from the circumftaride of Cortes'
having paid him two vifits in the courfe of the day, appreheftfive of the
general having obtained the knowledge of it through fome other channel,
he told him the news, faying, that he had juft that moment received it.
Cortes demonftrated the greatefl: joy, and after Montezuma had (hewn
hiih the reprefentations of it which had been tranfmitted to him, whereby
Cortes learned all that it is was rieceflary for him to know, he took his
leave, and communicated it to his troops, who inftantly got under arms
*
;
and fired vollies. We foon however perceived that Cortes when by
himfelf Was very penfive, and fhortly calling us together
*
he explained
to us the evident deftination of this armament, that it Was meant againft
us, and he now, by gifts, as well as promifes, as if What we received
Wasl his private bounty, inftead of our fair right
*
made ihtereft with
us, to continue firm and fteady to him in the conteft which was to
t&kepl&ce.
.1..’
; ;' From the reprefentation of out deferters, Narvaez Was induced to
feftdtb the governor bf Villa Riba* demanding Of him tb fUttehder hi§
comrhand. He entrufted this bufinCfs to three perfbns* GiieVaraa man'
of talents dnd a clergyman, a relation bf VelafqueZ named Aiharga* and
one Vergar& a fcrivbribr, Whd accordingly fet bdt for Villa Rfcaf &iu
gueffing its object, prepared againft ah attacks He fent Off all his
valids to ah Indian village &t forne diftance, and having exhorted his
foldiers to ftahd by him; fib caufed a gibbet to be erected, ftnd plated a
guard Oh the road bf Cempoal. When the deputation from Narvaez
arrived at Villa Rica, they did ridt meet a petfoh except Indians, fol
Sandoval had given orders to the ^paniAfdshot'td appear
*
ahd remained
at home himfelf. They Werfeperpfexed hdW to 'prOeCed, but guefling
by thfe appearance of the houfe that it muft be the governors
*
after
going
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going to mafs they proceeded thither. On entering, Guevara faluted
Sandoval and immediately began a converfation, the purport of which
was, the great force Velafquez had fent, and the expence he had been
at, for the purpofe of arrefting Cortes, and all with him as traitors F
and he concluded by fummoning Sandoval to lurrender himfelf and his
*
pod:
to General Pamphilo de Narvaez. The expreflions ufed by this
churchman greatly difpleafed Sandoval, who told him, that if it was not
fdr the protection his holy profeflion afforded him, he fliould be puniftied for his infolence, in ufing the word traitors' to thofe who were
more faithful fubjeCls to his Majefty than either Narvaez Or Velafquez $
and as to his demands, he referred him to Cortes, telling him to go to
Mexico and fettle his bufinefs with him there. , Guevara infifting on
executing his miflion, called to the notary Vergara to take out his’autho
rities, which he was preparing to do, but Sandoval flopped him, fay
ing, “ Look you Vergara; your papers are nothing to me; I know not
•« if they are true or falfe, originals or copies; but I forbid you to read
“ them here, and by heaven if you attempt it, I will this inftant give
♦* you a hundred lathes.” , .At this, Guevara cried out, “ Why do you
t* mind thefe traitors, read the commiffion.” , Sandoval then calling
him a lying knave ordered them all to be feized ; whereon, a number of
Indians who were employed to work about the fortrefs, having been
prepared for the purpofe, threw trammels over them like fo many
damned dbuls, and making them faft, inftantly det off with them on
their backs,. for Mexico; they hardly knowing if they were dead or
alive, or if it was.not all enchantment,: when they travelled in fuch a
manner, poft haflte,' by freflx relays of Indians, which were in waiting,,
and faw the large and populous towns, which they pafled through
with a rapidity that ftupified them. Thus they were carried, day and
night, till they were fafely depofited in Mexico. Sandoval fent to condud: them, Pedro de Solis, now firnamed De atras La Puerta, by
whom he wrote d ime, in hafte to Cortes,, informing him of the par
ticulars; As foon as the general got intelligence of their arrival, he
ordered us out under arms, and received them with the greateft honor,,
loofening them from their trammels, and apologizing for the rudenef^
of
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of his officer, whom he highly blamed. He gave them the moft hos
pitable entertainment, and treated them with the greateft refpedt; and
having pretty Well lined their pockets with gold, he in a few days lent
back, as tradtable £s lambs, thofe who had fet out againft him like
furious lions.

As our general was one of thofe whofefefources hever are exhaufted, fo alfo it is hardly neceflary to dwell upon the’merits of thofe vali
ant officers and foldiers, who accompanied him, and by our valour in
the field, and wifdom in counfel, Supported him through all his diffi
culties. On this occafion it was determined by us, as moft-expedient,
to Send letters to Narvaez and others, which fhould come to hand previousto the arrival of Guevara. In this we moft earneftly requefted,
that no ftep might be taken which would endanger our general interefts
*
or encourage the Indians to rife upon us, and we/alfo held Out every
inducement that friendfhip or intereft could fuggeft, to bring them over
to us. At the fame time, under thefe general offers of kindnefs, we
did not forget fecretly to treat with fuch asxwe thought likely to be
wrought upon, for Guevara and Vergara had both informed Cortes
that Narvaez was not well with his captains, and that gold would do
wonders with them. Cortes adjured Narvaez in his letters, by their
former intimacy, not to give caufe by his conduct for the Mexicans to
rife and deftroy them all, alluring him that they were ready to 'do any
thing to liberate Montezuma, whofe difpofition had alfo greatly altered
fince the time that Narvaez had begun to correfpond with him; adding,
that he was convinced, that what was alledged to; have been faid by
him never could have come from fo wife a man, i but wasJthe fabrication
of fuch wretches as Cervantes the buffoon, and the others, who had
miffed and mifreprefented him. He at the fame time offered an unli
mited fubmiffion to whatever Narvaez would order. Cortes alfo deter
mined to write to the Secretary Andres de Duero, and the Oydor Lucas
Vafquez, and took care that the letters fhould be well accompanied with
prefents.-; When Narvaez received the firft letter he turned it into ridi
cule/ handing it about among, his officers, calling us traitors, and fayjng
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ing that he would put us. all to death; arid as to Cortes, he would cut
off his ears, and broil arid eat them, with a great deal of fuch abfurdity.
x Of courfe he fent no reply what ever. Juft at this time, Guevara and
his aflbciates arrived, and they immediately launched out in the praifes
of Cortes, declaring the expreflions ofrefpedt he had made ufe of relative to.Narvaez, the fervices that tiehad rendered, and the advantages
that would refult from a junction of their forces. This put Narvaez
in fuch a rage that he would neither fee nor hear any of them again.
They then began to converfe with their comrades, and when the latter
perceived how well furnifhed they had returned, they already wifhed
themfelves amongft us. At this time alfo, arrived the reverend father of
the order of mercy, and brought with him the private letters and pre
fents; he went firfl: to kifs the hands of Narvaez, and to tell him how
anxious Cortes was to ferve under ;his command, but Narvaez would
not fas him, except-to revile and abufe him. The, reverend father there
fore gave up that part of his commiffion, and applyed himfelf to the
diftribution of the prefents,with fuch effect, that in a fhort time all the
principal officers of the army of Narvaez were in our interefts.
If the oydor was originally inclined to favour Cortes, he was now
much more fo fince he faw the magnificent prefents which had been fo
liberally diftributed. This was ftrongly controlled by the miferable ava
rice of Narvaez, who ufed to fay in his lofty tones to his major domo,
«« .Take heed that not a mantle is miffing, as I have duly entered down
“ every article.
**
- This penurioufnefs put his officers in an uproar of
exclamation againli him» all which he attributed to the intrigues of the
Oydor Vafquez. There was alfo a difference between them owing to
his not keeping due accounts with the oydor, as was his duty, relative
to the provifions fent in by order of Montezuma; and Narvaez being
encouraged by the favour and patronage of the Bilhop of Burgos, now
feized the oydor,' and fent him as a prifoner to the Ifland of Cuba, or
Old Spain, and a gentleman of the name of Oblanco,, a man of confideration, remonftrating with Narvaez upon this, and faying a good deal
upon the merits, of Cartes and his aflbciates, was alfo arrefted by him,
rand

and thrown into prifon, which he took fo much to heart that in three
days he died. The Oydor Vafqucz, during the voyage, prevailed on
the captain of the fhip to land him in St. Domingo, Where, waiting
on the officers of the royal court of audience, and the Jeronymite bro
thers, they were highly-offended £t the treatment their officer had re
ceived, and made complaints upon the fubjedt to his Majefty’s council in
Caffffle, without any effect however, owing to the influence of the
Biffiop of Burgos.

The troops fent by Velafquez now quitting the coafl, advanced to
Cempoail. The firfl: thing that Narvaez did-upon his arrival there, was,
to take forcibly from the fit Cacique, all the gold and mantles, and alfo
the young Indian women who had been given to Cortes and his officers
by their parents, and' had been left in his care on our march to Mexico.
The fat Cacique complained to him of this, and alfo of the robberies
committed by his foldiers, faying, that it was otherwise when Cortes
and his men were there; upon which Salvatierra, a very impudent
boafling fellow exclaimed, “ Seewhatfear thefelndians have of thisinfignificant Cortes.
*
’ And yet I proteft, that this man who was fo ready
with his tongue on all occafions, when we came to attack Narvaez and
his army, was fhe moft defpicable cowardly wretch 1 ever beheld.
Narvaez at this time tranfmitted a copy of the commiffion which he held
uhdef the-government of Cuba, thWfarther particulars rSlative-to which
I will mention inlheir place. Our general received conflant intelligence
of whatever occurred, From his friends in the army of Narvaez, and
alfo from Sandoval, who now informed him that he entertained five perfons df Coftfidefatioh 'Who had ^quitted Narvaez, affigning as *a reafon
for it, that when they daw he did'not refpedt his Majefliy’s oydor, ftill
lefsJ had they any hopes of good‘treatment from him beingj the oydors
relations. . From thefe perfons he had got information of the refolution
of Narvaez, to come1 immediately and'feek‘-us out in Mexico.

This being made known to fuch of us as Cortes was in the habit
of advifing with, he agreed with us in agenex^ determination,-to march
againft
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againft Narvaez and his forces, leaving Alvarado in the command of
the city. With him remained all thofe who were not inclined to go
with us, and alio all thofe who we thought would be better from us»
as having an inclination towards Narvaez or Velafquez. We alfo left
a fufficiency of provisions, which was the more neceffary as the harveft
had been deficient, owing to a want of rain. We Strengthened our '
quarters by a good pallifade, leaving eighty three Soldiers, with four
large guns, twenty four mufquets and crofs-bows and Seven horfes, to
keep in awe, the populous city of Mexico.
■Cortes having waited on Montezuma previous to our march, the
king questioned him relative to his intention of marching againft Nar
vaez, both being of the fame country, and vaffkls of the fame monarch.
He alfo requested to know if he could be of any Service, expreffing his
apprehenfion, from what he had heard of their fuperior numbers; and
he alfo afked of Cortes, an explanation relative to the charges brought
by the new comers againft him and us, that we were outcafts and trai
tors, and that the others were ferit to bring us to punifhment. Cortes
chearfully replied, that he had not before fpoken to him on the fubjeft
■of his departure, becaufe he was convinced it; >wovdd give his majefty
concern | that it was true we were all vaffals of the feme monarch, but
utterly falfe that we were traitors and fugitives, for on the contrary, we
had come fully authorised. That as for their destroying us by their fu
perior numbers, it did not depend upon them, but upon our Lord Jefus
Ch rift, andhis bkffed mother, who wouldfupport us,
*
and he-alfo add
ed, that as our memarch ruled many different countries, the inhabitants
of Some were more brave than thofe of others, and (that we were all na
tives of Old Caftille, and called true Caftillians, whereas our opponents
were commanded by a Bifcayan j' and that his majefty Should foon fee the
difference betweenus, -as he hoped with the bleffipg of Cod, -to bring
them back with him prifoners, and that our g6ing-Should notthorefore
give hrs majefty any imeafincfs. He -alfo expreffed his -hope, that
’Montezuma would 4o his utnaoft endeavour, 'prevent any infurreftion
•m the city, as be certainly wohld, on his retum, make4hofe who be
ll b
haved
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haved ill in his abfence, dearly anfwer for it. Cortes then took his
leave, embracing Montezuma twice, which the king returned, and
Donna Marina acquitted herfelf fo well in her office, that (he made the re
paration a very melancholy one. Montezuma promifed to do all that
Cortes defired him, and offered to aflift him with five thoufand troops;
an offer which Cortes, knowing indeed that he had them not to fend,
declined, by faying, that he required no aid but that of our Lord Jefus
(Chrift; but he requefted that the king would caufe due attention to be
given to that part of the temple which was confecrated to our holy reli
gion. Having parted from Montezuma, he fummonned Alvarado and
the garrifon of Mexico, and addreffing them in a body, he charged them
to watch wellj and not fuffer the king to efcape from them, promifing,
.at his return, if they did their duty properly, to make them all rich.
The clergyman Juan Diaz, and certain other fufpedled perfons, he left
with Alvarado.
We then fet out on onr march by the city of Cholula, from
whence we fent to the chiefs of the Tlafcalans, requiring them to affift
us with a force of four thoufand warriors. They replied, that if it was
againft Indians, they were very ready to go; but if againft our coun
trymen, they begged to be exciifed. They fent us however twenty
loads of fowls. Cortes alfo wrote to Sandoval to join him, with all his
force, at a place called Tampinequeta, or Mitalaquita, twelve leagues
from Cempoal. We marched without baggage, in regular order, and
with two confidential men, foot foldicrs, a days journey before us;
they did not keep the direct road, but went by thofe where cavalry
could not pafs, enquiring for intelligence concerning the army of Narvaez.
..... . j',■/ . ' :: •

When we had proceeded fome diftance upon our march, one of
our advanced parties met with four Spaniards, who turned out to be
thofe of Narvaez, with the proofs of his commiffion of captain general. On our coming to where they were, they faluted Cortes with great
refpe€t, and he immediately difmounted, in order to confer with them.
* Alonzo
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Alonzo de Mata the principal perfon, was then proceeding to read the:
documents; but Cortes cut him fhort, by afking him if he was a roy
al notary, adding, that on producing his commiffion he ffiould be obey
ed, but if he had it not, he could riot be permitted to read any fuppofed
orders; that thofe of his Majefty he fubmitted to, proflrate on the
ground, but defired to fee the original. Mata, frightened, and hold
ing in reality no office under the crown, did not know what to fay ;
but Cortes relieved him from his embarrafment, and he halted here, to
give them time to refreffi themfelves. Cortes told them our deftination,
and that he was ready to receive any meffage from their general, of
whom he never ufed a difrefpedtful expreffion; but he talked privately
with thefe perfons, and ufegl arguments of fo convincing a nature, that
before they feparated, he made them completely his friends. On their,
return, they were loud in their praifes of Cortes, and his generality; and
of the magnificence of our appearance; for many of our foldiers bore
ornaments of gold, upon their arms, and chains and collars of the fame
about their necks. Sandoval and his party joined us on the next day,
*
at the rendezvouz; they were in all about fevcnty. With them came
the five who had quitted Narvaez, and who were moft gracioufly re
ceived by Cortes. Sandoval told him, that he had fome time before
fent two foldiers, difguifed like Indians, into the quarters of Narvaez ;
their complexions refembled the natives, and each brought a load of
fruit to fell. 1 They went directly to the habitation of the brave Salvatierra, who bought their fruit for a firing of yellow beads; he then fent
them to get grafs for his horfe, on the banks of a little river; they
brought the laft load about the hour of vefpers, and having fed the horfe,'
they fat there till night, during which time they heard Salvatierra obferve to fome of his affociates, what a lucky moment they had come at ,
to get the feven hundred thoufand crowns, from that traitor Cortes?
As foon as it was dark, our foldiers got out of the houfe unobfervedy
taking with them the horfe, faddle and bridle, and on their way they
met with another horfe which was lame, and which they alfo feized
and brought off. Cortes laughed heartily when he heard it, and w&
afterwards learned that Salvatierra had diverted all the army of Narvaez
Bb 2 '
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with his abfurchties, when he found the trick that had been played up
on him. After that time they kept a better watch.
It Was determined now by us, to lend the reverend father of the
order of mercy, with a letter to Narvaez, the contents of which were
tq this purpofe. That we had rejoiced on hearing of fb noble a perlon’s
arrival in this country, as expelling material advantage therefrom, both
to our holy religion, and his Maj efty’sfervice; but that contrary to our
expectations he had reviled us, and caufed the whole country to revolt.
That our general had lent, offering to refign to him whatever territories
or provinces he chofe to occupy, and to engage in new expeditions.
That if he came by virtue of a commiffion from his Majefty, we de
manded ft fight of the original, within the fpaceof three days, for which
purpofe, and to obfey it proftrate on the earth,, we had now advanced
hithfer; bu!t if no fuch authority was in his pofleffion, he fhould return
to the Ifland of Cuba, and not do any thing here that would throw the
country into a difturbance, which if he attempted, we would as in du
ty bound make him prifoner, and fend him to be dealt with according
to his Majefty’s pleafure. That he was anfwefable for all the lamenta
ble cohfequenoes that would enfue, and that this letter was ihus fent,
becaufe fcro royal notary dare undertake to deliver one, as according .to
due form ought to be done, after the violence committed againft his Ma
yfly’s officer, the oydor, a crime Laefse Maj efeat is, the perpetrator of
which Cortes was in duty bound to apprehend and bring tojuftice, and
for which he thereby cited him to appear and anfwer, calling God to
wkaefs the juftnefe of his conduct. This letter concluding with expr&ffions of great refpebt, was Signed by Cortes, the captains, and feveral foldiers„ and fent by the Reverend Tather Olmedo, and by a foldier
of the name of Ulagre, whofe brother came over with Narvaez as the
commander of his artillery,
_
Olmedo on his arrival waited an Narvaez with great refpedl, and
alfo proceeded to execute the reft of his miffion, in bringing together
certain officers of that army, amiongft whom were Rodorigo Mixa and
Ulagre
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Ulagre of the artillery. To thefe he liberally diftributed his gold,'and
alfo, rpore privately, to Andres de Duero, with an earned: invitation to
him to vifit Cortes. Narvaez foou hegan to fiifpcdl what was the real
objedf of Olmedo, and was inclined to feize and make him prifoncr;
which being known to Duero, who had great influence with Narvaez,
not only on account of his Situation, hut alfo from their being fome way
related, he reprefented to him the impropriety of committing fuph an
outrage againft a perfon of a holy function. He alfo furmifed to him
the great probability that the foldiers of Cortes might be eafily won over
to him by a little attention and pokey. Having by thefe arguments and
■other fimilar ones appealed Narvaez for t-he prefent, he took his leave,
and informed Dlmedo of what had pafled. Narvaez fhprtly after ;fent
for Olmedo, who waited on him, and defired permifhou to ipc^k to him
in private, and there in a laughing manner began to t$ll him how he
knew that he had given orders to take him prifp.ner, whereas there was
not a p.erfon cxifting more ,devoted to his fervicc? and that he ’knew ,fo
.a certainty many perfons in the army of Cortes would be very glad to fee
him delivered into the hands of his 'excellency 5 indeed he would venture
to fay our whole army was of that opinion, and as a proof of it, heafdCured him, that fee pofleffed ,a. letter full of abfurdities, which Cortes
had written by the perfuafion of thofe who wifhed to deliver him up,
and which was indeed fuch ridiculous fluff that he had been once or
twice inclined to throw ft away, but would with his permiflion now
bring ft to him. He accordingly went, ashcifaid, for the letter, pre
tending he had left ft in bis baggage, but in reality to calf to Duero ,and
others, to defire them to be prefent as witjjefles at the ,delivery of it.
. Duero, io order to carry on his plan of getting an interview with
Cortes, then propofed, that fteps fhould .be taken to Open a communi
cation between them and him, to which Auguftin Bermudez a fecret
friend of Cortes added, that .Duero and Salvatierrafliould be .fent upon
the bufinefs j this he did knowing the character of Salvatierra, who was
not at all difpofed to the expedition. It was at laft fettled, that Duero
fhould wait on Cortes to invite him to a meeting for thepurpofe of ac
commodation

commodation, and the arrangement of their future mealures, at a place
which lay at a convenient diftance between the quarters of the two ar
mies, and that there Narvaez was to feize and make him prifoner, for
which puTpofe he prepared twenty of his foldiers in whom he placed
moft confidence. Intelligence of all this was immediately conveyed to
Cortes. The reverend father remained at the quarters of Narvaez, hav
ing made out a relationfhip to Salvatierra, with whom he dined every
day.

Our general, on firfl: hearing of the arrival of Narvaez, fent a foldier who had ferved in Italy and underftood perfectly the management
of the lance, to the province of the Chinantans, who had Ihortly before
entered into alliance with us. They ufed lances much longer than ours,
with blades of lharpened ftone. This foldier, named Barrientos, was
fent for the purpofe of obtaining from them three hundred of their lances,
and as there was plenty of copper in that province, he gave him direc
tions to get two heads made of this metal, for each lance. Thele were
*
accordingly done, being executed with fuch ingenuity that they exceed
ed the pattern. He alfo obtained the afliftance of two thoufand warri
ors of this nation, who were to rendezvouz at our quarters, armed in
the fame manner. Having done this he returned, with two hundred
Indians, bringing with them the lances which he had procured for us,
and which we found on handling to be extraordinarily good, and we
were immediately exercifed with them, A muller was alio taken of our
army, which amounted to two hundred and fix, * including fife
and drum, with five mounted cavalry, two artillery men, few crofsbow-men, and fewer mufqueteers. And this was the force, and fuch
the weapons, with which we marched againll, and were to encounter
and defeat the army of Narvaez.
I mull recall the recollection of my reader to that part of my narra
tive, wherein I related how Andres de DuerO, and the Contador de
Bt,-,4 v'?
■ Lares,
* Exclufive of the garrifon of Villa Rica,
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Lares, negociated the appointment of Cortes to the fiation of captain
general. Alfo that they were to make an equal partition of all the
treafure that fhould be acquired by him. Ouero. now therefore feeing
Cortes fo wealthy, under colour to Narvaez of a treaty whereby to get
Cortes in his power,, waited on the latter, in order to obtain from him
his fhare of the riches, for the third partner, De Lares, was fomctime
dead. This Cortes not only acceded to, but moreover promifed him
equal command with himfelf, and an equal (hare of territory
when the conqueft of the country fhould be effected; fo that it was
agreed between them, together with Auguftin Bermudez, Alguazil
major of the army of Narvaez, and many others whom I will not now
name, to get rid of the command of Narvaez altogether. Cortes to
confirm theie, and bring over others, was more liberal than ever in his
prefents, with with he loaded the two Indians of Duero. On one of
thefe days of intercourfe, after they had been a confiderable time toge
ther privately, and had dined, Duero having mounted his horfe, afked
Cortes if he had any commands for him; to which Cortes replied, that
he wilhed to remind him not to deviate from what they had now fettled,
for that if he did, by his confidence, which was his ufual oath, he
would be in his quarters within three days, and that he fhould be the
very firft perfon at whom he would throw his lance; and faying this,
he bid him farewell . Duero turned off laughing, and faid that he would
not fail. On his arrival at the quarters of Narvaez, he is faid to have
told him, that Cortes and all with him were ready to range themfelves
under his command.
Cortes now lent for Juan Velafquez de Leon, a perfon of much
corifideration, and who'had always been his particular friend, though
a near relation of the governor of Cuba, and on his coming to him told
him, in that fmooth and perfuafive manner that he could put on. when,
ever he pleafed, ** Senior Velafquez de Leon, Duero has informed me,
“ that Narvaez is anxious to fee you in his camp,, and that it is report•* ed if you go thither I am an undone man. Now my worthy friend
** mount your grey mare, put on your fanfarona, (gold chain,) take with
** you all your valuables, and more ftill, which I will give you, and
go
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a arid fix yourfelf with Narvaez immediately, and diftribute the gold
“ I giv6 you according to tny directions.” Velafquez replied, that
he Would willingly obey his 'ordei in every thing but one, which was
that of taking his treafuie with him. To which Cortes anfwered that
he believed as much, but that he did hot with him to go on other terms
than what he had mentioned. De Leon itill however continued firm
in What he had faid, arid after a fecret conference fet out for Cempoal.
In about two hours after the departure of Velafquez, Cortes ordered the
drum to be beat to arms, whereon our little army aflembled, and we let
forward on our march. On our way we killed two wild hogs, which
our foldiers faid was a good omen. We flept all that night by the fide
of a rivulet, according to cuftom the ground our bed and ftonCs our
pillows, and next day arrived at the river and place wliefe the city of
Vera Cruz is now built, but which was at that time an Iridian village,
arid planted with trees. As it was about midday arid the Weather very
ftiltry, we repofed here for the preierit, being much fatigued by the
Weight of our arms arid lances.
Captain de LeOri arrived by day break at the town of Cempoal.
The Indians were overjoyed to fee him and circulated the news of his
ar'rivah fo that Narvaez heard Of it, arid immediately thereon tame out
to embrace him. Velafquez having paid his compliments faid, that he
only came in the hopes of making an amicable arrangement between
him and Cortes; upon which NarVaeZ taking him afide,! afked him
how he could talk of treating with any fuch traitor.
VfelafqueZ re
plied, that Cortes was a faithful and zealous officer of his majefty,
and defired that no fuch epithet fhould be applied to him in his preferice. Narvaez however perfifted, offering, if he would renounce
Cortes, to make him the fecond in command; To which Velafquez
jreplied that he fhould be unpardonable in quitting oriC 'who had1 done
fo much for the fervice Of his Cod #hd king. By this time all thfe
principal officers had arrived to lalute VcfefijUC^', Who WkS 'a favorite
amongft them, being a very polite and welT bred gentleman, of a
fine figure and. rpcffbn, and he now wore V great gbid chain Which
made
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made two returns over his ftioulders, and round his body, fo that he
gave the idea of a truly gallant foldier, and imprefled all who beheld
him with refpedt. The Alguazil Bermudez, and Andres de Duero,
wifhed particularly to communicate with him in private, but juft at this
moment arrived a Captain Gamarra, together with one Juan Yufte,
Juan Buono, and Salvatierra the braggart. Thefe perfons, determined
Narvaez to make' him prifoner,- for the freedom with which he had
fpoken in favour of Cortes, and Narvaez had in confequence given
privately an order for the purpofe, which coming to the knowledge of
thofe already fpoken of, as having embarked in the interefts of Cortes,
they immediately reprefented to him. the impropriety of fuch a violent
proceeding, and how impolitic it would be. Hereupon Narvaez again
addrefled him in a very friendly manner, requefting his aftiftance to
bring Cortes and the reft of us into their power, and invited him to dine
with him the next day. Velafquez promifed aftiftance to his defign,
but reprefenting Cortes as determined and head ftrong, he recommend
ed a divifion of the country, and that each fliould take feparate pro
vinces. At this time Olmedo getting within hearing of Velafquez, and
{peaking in the manner of a perfon of truft, addrefting himfelf to Nar
vaez faid, “ Let your excellency order out your troops under arms,
** and (hew him what your force is, that Cortes may know, and be
** terrifyed at it.” ’ Narvaez agreeing to this, the troops were turned
out in review order,1 and pafted by them. Velafquez complimenting
Narvaez upon their number and appearance, and wifhing him an - increate of his power, the latter replied ^faying, he believed Velafquez
was now convinced how effectually he could have crufhed Cortes, and
all thofe with him: to which Velafquez only anfwered that he trufted
they knew how to defend themfelves. On the next day he dined
with Narvaez, and there was in company a nephew or the governor of
Cuba, a captain in the army. The converfation turning on the recent
events, this gentleman uted very infulting language in refpedt to Cortes ;
upon which, Velafquez riling up addrefled himfelf to Narvaez and faid,
“ I have already requefted, general, that you would not permit in my
“ prefence, difrefpeCtful language of any of my friends, for we do not
Cc
delerve
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“ deferve it.” But the other gentleman, on this, launching out into
Hill greater liberty with Velafquez himfelf, the latter infiantly laid his
hand on his fword, defiririg Narvaez to permit him to punifh him as a
bale liar; but the officers prefent interfering prevented mifchief, and it
was recommended both to Velafquez and Olmedo to quit the place.
Velafquez accordingly, on his excellent grey'mare, armed in his helmet
and coat of mail which he always wore, and his gold chain about his
flioulders, went to take his leave of Narvaez, who returned his falute
very coolly. The young man we have before fpoken of was. again very
violent, but Velafquez gave him no other reply than fwearing by his
beard, that he would in a few days fee what materials he was made of:
then, taking hafty leave of thofe who were Handing by, he put fpurs
to his good grey mare, and Was foon out of fight, for he had got a hint
or fufpicion that Narvaez would fend after him, and fa w fome perfons
on horfeback, apparently for the purpofej but he was too well mount
ed for them, and reached our camp in fafety.
We were at that time repofing by the fide of the river, after the
fatigues of fo fultry a march, when a report came from an outpofl that
horfemen were in fight. On their arrival, what greeting, and env
bracing, and joy and congratulation! and how Cortes received them 1
and well he might, for they were eminently ferviceable to him. We
all got round to hear their narrative. Velafquez told Cortes firH how
he had executed his commiffion, and diflributed his prefents. Then our
merry droll friar took off Narvaez when he made him order out his
troops in review, to laugh at him; and told us by what finefle he got
him to read the letter; and how he had perfuaded the bragging foof
Salvatierra that he was his coufin, the one being from Olmedo, and the
other from Burgos; and of the ridiculous fpeeches and geftures the fel
low made when he was talking how he would kill Cortes, and all of
us, for the lofs of his horfe; mimicking him to admiration.- Thus
were we all together like fo many brothers, rejoicing and laughing as if
we had been at a wedding or a feaH, khowing well that tomorrow
was the day in which we were to conquer or die, oppofed to five times
our

t ?95

)

our number. Such is the fortune of war! We then proceeded on our
march, and halted for the night by the river and bridge which is about
a league, diftant from Cempoal; at prefent there is a dairy farm at that
place. .
■
_
. .
After the departure of the reverend father and Juan Velafquez frorq
the quarters of Narvaez, it feems that certain of the officers gave advice
to him of the fecret practices which had been going on, and recommend
ed to him to be well upon his guard, as Cortes had many friends
amongft his troops. The fat Cacique alfo, who was greatly in dread
of being called to account by Cortes, for having delivered up the women
and mantles with which he had been intrufted, was very vigilant in
watching and obtaining intelligence of our motions, as he was directed
by Narvaez to do.
>

Finding that we had now approached near to Cempoal, the fat
Cacique thus addrefled Narvaez. “ What are you doing, and how
«* carelefs are you! do you think that Malintzin and his Teules are equal** ly fo? I tell you that when you leaft expert it he will come upon
«* you and put you all to death.” Although Narvaez laughed at this,
he did not however reject the warning. The firft thing he in confequencedid was, to declare war againft us with fire, fword, and free rope.
This we learned from a foldier named El Galleguillo, who came over to
us, or was fent by Andres de Duero to Cortes. He then drew up his
artillery, cavalry, and infantry, in a plain diftant a quarter of a league
from Cempoal, where he determined to wait for us. It happened to
rain exceedingly heayy on that day, and as the troops of Narvaez were
not accuftomed to hardfhip, and moreover defpifed us, they grew reftjefs and uneafy in their fituation, and the captains advifed their chief
to march them back to their quarters, which he accordingly did, form-?
ing his eighteen guns in a line, in front of the building in which he
lodged. His officers alfo advifed, that a grand guard of forty cavalry
fhould be pofted for the night on the road of Cempoal, and that fome
cavalry vedettes, and active foot foldiers, fhould be placed to watch
Cc 2
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the ford which we muft pafs. Twenty of the cavalry were alfo to pa
trole during the whole night in and about the quarters of Narvaez. All
this was done by the advice of his officers, who wifhed to get back un
der fhelter, and who defpifed Cortes, faying it was abfurd to fuppoie
he would come to attack them with his pitiful handful of men, and
that if he had advanced, it was only a mere oftentation, in order to in
duce them to come into terms.
When Narvaez returned to his quarters, he promifed publicly two
thoufand crowns to whoever killed Cortes or Gonzalo de Sandoval. He
placed as fpies at the ford, one Gonzalo Carrafco who lives now in La
Puebla, and another foldier of the name of Hurtado. He alfo filled his
own quarters with Soldiers armed with mufquets, crofs-bows, and
partizans, and did the fame by thofe of the Veedor Salvatierra, Gamar
ra, and Juan Buono.

As foon as we had arrived at the river which runs through the
fertile meadows at about a leagues diftance from Cempoal, trufty perfons
being feleded and fent to the outpofts, our Cortes fummoned us all, of
ficers and foldiers, around him, where he was on horfeback, and earneftly enjoining filence, addrefled us as follows.
“ Gentlemen, it is well
“ known to you that D. Velafquez governor of Cuba feledted me for
** your captain general, not that your number did not contain many
“ equally worthy; and you alfo recoiled: how it was believed by us, and
“ publicly proclaimed, that we came to colonize, when in reality our
“ inftrudions went no farther than to barter with the natives. You al“ fo recoiled: my determination to return to Cuba, in order to give an
“ account of my million to him by whom I was entrufted with it, but
** that by your command I was required to flay and colonize in the
" country for his Maj efly’s fervice, as, thanks to God, has been done,
“ and a wife determination it was. You alfo made me as you recoiled:
“ your captain general, and chief magiftrate, until his Majefty’s plea** fure was known, and we have in confequence rendered eflential fer*♦ vice to our God and Monarch. I niuft now remind you how wc
have
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“
“

have written to his Maj efly, giving a full account of thefe countries
*
and requefling that the government of them may not be bellowed on any
unworthy perfon, and that we, fearing the effect of the arts and influcnceof the Bifhop of Burgos, and of the Governor of Cuba whom he
favors, had refolved to maintain his Maj efly’s government and
right in this country, until his royal mandate duly authenticated
fhould be produced to us, which we Would then as in duty bound,
obey, proilrate upon the earth. You alfo recolledl how We have fent
thetreafure obtained by us to his Majefly.' Now therefore, adverting to other matters, I mull remind you how often you have all been
at the point of death in various wars and battles, how we have fuffered from fatigues, and rains, and W’inds, and hunger, fleeping on
our arms, on the ground and in fnow. Not to mention above fifty
*’ of our countrymen dead, and your own wounds as yet unhealed, our
“ fufferings by fea and land, the perils of Tabafco, Tlafcala,' and of
“ Cholula, where the veflels were.prepared in which We were to have
** been boiled, and our perilous entry into Mexico. In addition there** to many of you have been on expeditions of adventure antecedent
“ to this, and have rifqued and loft your properties, and now gentle“ men, Narvaez comes, and maligns and afperfes us with the great
** Montezuma, and immediately on landing proclaims war agairifl us
*
** with fire, fword, and rope, as if we were infidel Moors/” As fooii
as Cortes had concluded this he proceeded to exalt our perfons and valour
to the fkies, and after an abundance of the moil flattering promifes he z
concluded by obferving, that Narvaez came to deprive us of our lives,
and properties; that he had imprifoned his Majefly”s oydor, and that
it was uncertain if he held his command by any more, than the favor of
the Bifhop of Burgos. It was therefore neceflary, hefaid, for us, as faithful fubjedts, to fight in defence of his Majefly”s rights, our lives, and
*
properties

and he now demanded to hear our determination..

Our officers and foldiers all replied, that we were ready and deter
mined to conquer or die; and we warned him not to fay any more about an.
accommodation, or partition of the country, for that if he did, we
would
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would plunge our (words in his body. Cortes on hearing this applauded
our fpirit, faying, that he expedled no lefs, and adding a profufion of
promifes, and affurances that he would make us all rich and profperous.
Hethen, adverting to our intended attack, earneftly enjoined us to ob?
ierve the ftridteft filence, faying, that to conquer in battle, prudence and
filence were more neceflary than excefs of bravery; that he knew our ar
dour induced all to ftrive who fhould be moft forward, and that it was
neceflary to diftribute us by companies, and to appoint to each his diftindl duty. Accordingly, he ordered that in the attack the firfl thing to
be done fhould be, to feize the artillery. For this duty he feledted feventy foldiers, of which number I was one, and put us under the com
mand of Pizarro, an active lad, whofe name however was at that time
as little known as that of Peru. He gave us alfo further orders, that as
foon as we were mailers of the guns, we fhould join and fupport the
detachment which was to attack the quarters of. Narvaez. This laft
mentioned duty he afligned to Sandoval, with feventy feledted men, and
as this captain was alfo alguazil major, he gave him a warrant to arreft
Narvaez, drawn up as followsGonzalo de Sandoval, alguazil major for his Majefty in New
Spain. You are hereby commanded, to feize the body of Pamphilode
Narvaez, and in cafe he makes refiilance, to put him to death; the
fame being neceflary to the fervice of God, and his Majefty, whole
officer he has imprifoned. Given under my hand, at head quarters,
Counter figned,
. >
TT
,
Pedro Hernandez, Secretary.
ernan o ortes.

Cortes alfo promifed to the firfl: foldier who laid his hand on Nar
vaez, the fum of three thoufand crowns, to the fecond, two thoufand,
and to the third, one thoufand, a& he faid, to buy gloves. He appoint
ed captain I. Velafquez de Leon to feize his relation Diego Velafquez;
with whom he had the quarrel, and gave him a detachment of feventy
foldiers, retaining twenty with himfelf, as a referve, to go wherever he
law moft occafion, and more particularly to fupport the attack upon the
quarters
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quarters of Narvaez, arid Salvatierra, in a lofty temple. Having thus
arranged his troops and inftruCted his captains, he addrefled us in a few1
words, faying, he well knew that the army of Narvaez was four times
more numerous than ours, but that they were not accuftomed to arms,1
and many of them were ill; he therefore trufted, that, attacking them
thus unexpectedly, God would give the victory to Us, who were his
faithful fervants, and that next to divine afliftance, we were to rely on
our own courage, and the ftrength of our arms; that now was the hour
of trial, and that at word: it was preferable to die with glory.

One circumftance has ftruck me fince, which is, that he never
once faid or infinuated to us that fuch or fuch perfons in the army of
Narvaez were our friends; and in f6 doing he aCted like a wife captain,
making us rely entirely on our own exertions, and ufe them to the utmod, without expecting any other afliftance or fupport. Our three de
tachments were now formed, and the captains at the head of each, they
and the foldiers mutually encouraging each other. Our captain, Pi
zarro, explained to us how we were to ruth in upon the guns with our
lances at the charge, and that immediately on getting them in our poffeflion, the artillery men who were attached to his company fhould point
and fire them againft the quarters of Narvaez.

What would we not have given for defenfive armour on this night |
A morion, a helmet, or a breaftplate, would have fetched any money..
Our counterfign was Spiritu fanto- Spiritu fanto. That of Narvaez was’
Santa Maria, Santa Maria.

As Captain Sandoval and I were always intimate friends, he at this
time called me afide, and made me promife him that after the capture
of the guns if I remained alive, I would feek out and attach myfelf tQ
him for the reft of the engagement. Thefe things being arranged, we
remained with empty ftomachs, reflecting on what was before us, and
waiting for the orders to march. I was ftationed centinel at an advan
ced poft, and had not been there long when a patrole came to me, and
afked
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alked me if I had heard any thing. I replied that I had not.
A cor
poral foon after catne to our port and faid that Galleguillo the defcrter
of Narvaez’s army was miffing, and that he had come amongft us as
a fpy; in consequence of which Cortes had given orders that we fhould
march inftantly. Accordingly we heard our drum beat, and the cap
tains calling over their companies..

We joined the column, and proceeding on our march, we found
the foldier whom we had miffed, fleeping in the road under fome man
tles, for the poor fellow not being inured to hardfhips was fatigued. We
continued our march at a quick pace, and in profound filence, and foon
arrived at the river, where we furprifed the two vedettes of the army of
Narvaez, one of whom, by name Carrafco, we made prifoner, the other
flying before us into the town, and giving the alarm.. On account of
the rain, we found the river deeper than ufual, and difficult to pafs,
owing t6 the Joofe ftones under our feet, and the weight of our arms.
I alfo recoiled: that the foldier whom we had made prifoner called to our
general, *’ Senior Cortes do not advance, for I fwear that Narvaez is
with his whole force drawn up to receive you.
**
Cortes gave him
in charge to his. fecretary, Hernandez, and we proceeded, and on com
ing into the town, heard the man who had efcaped, giving the alarm,
and Narvaez calling to his captains to turn out.
Our company which headed the column, charging our lances, ruffl
ed on, and. doling up to the guns, made ourfelves matters of them
without giving the artillery men time to put the matches to more than
four, of which one (hot only took effed, killing three of our foldiers.
Our whole force now advanced with drum beating, and falling upon
the cavalry brought do wn fix or feven of them,, whilft we who had got poffeflion of the guns could not quit them, becaufe the enemy kept up a
heavy difcharge of arrows and mufquetry from the quarters of Narvaez.
Captain de Sandoval and his company coming forward, .marched up the
fteps of the temple, notwithttanding that he was. ftoutly refitted by the
enemy with nuffile weapons
*
muiqqetry,.partisans,-and lances,/;and
then,
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then, we who were in charge of the artillery, perceiving that there was
no longer any danger to them., left them to our gunners, apd proceeded
with Captain Pizarro to fupport the attack of Sandoval, who had been
forced down fix or feven of the fteps. Supported by us they again ad-»
vanced, making the enemy give ground in their turn, and juft at that
inftant, if I do not rniftake, I heard the voice of Narvaez crying out,
•* Santa Maria aflift me, for they have killed me, and ftruck out one
“ of my eyes! ” On this we aft ffioutcd out, “ Victory! victory! for the
Efpiritu Santo! Narvaez is dead/
*

Still we could not force our way into the temple, until Martin Lo
pez the ffiipwright, a very tall man, fet fire to the thatch of the roof,
and the fire fpreading, forced thofe who were infide to rufh out and
come tumbling down the fteps. P. Sanchez Farfan was the firft who
laid hjs hand on Narvaez.; we brought him prifoner to Sandoval, together with feveral of his captains, and continued fhouting, “ VidLory!
“ Live our King and Cortes! Narvaez is dead!” '
,

During this time Cortes and the reft of our army were engaged
with thofe of the troops of Narvaez who yet held out, in fome lofty
temples which we now battered with the artillery.
As foon as
OUr fhouts were upderftood, and,the caufe of thejn, Cortes made pro
clamation that aft who did not inftantly fubmitT and rangethemfelye?
under the ftandards of his Majefty, and the command of his officer Cor
tes, fhould be put to death. This however had no eftedt on thofe who
occupied the lefty temples where Diego Velgfquez and Salvatierra were
ppfted, until Sandoval with.one half of our body, and the gpn^ proT
ceeded againft them, and entering, made thofe officers and the people
with them prifoners. 7\s foon as this was dope, Sandoval returned to
guard upon Narvaez, who was doubly iroped. We had alfo with
him under pur .care, Salvatierra, D. Velafquez, Qamarra, Juan Yufte,
Juan Buono Vilcainp, and many other principal p@pfpn§. Shortly after,
Cortes came in unobferved, fatigued, and the fweat running dpwn his
face; and addrefhng SandQval, without apy congratulation or complin
1 ,Dd ; 7;7 id 77 7
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meat, told him that it was impoflible to defcribe what he had gone
through. Then turning about he cried, ** What is become of Narvaez ?
* * how is Narvaez ? Sandoval anfwered, * ‘ Here he is very fafe. Cortes then
" faid, “Son Sandoval keep good watch on him, and the other captains.”
After which he haftened out to caufe proclamation to be made, that all
fhould immediately lay down their arms and fubmit.

All this paffed during the night, fhowers falling very frequently,
and in the intervals the moon fhone; but juft at the moment of our at
tack it was extremely dark, and rained heavily, and a multitude of fire
.flies appearing at the fame time, the foldiers of Narvaez thought that
they were the lighted matches of our mufquetry.
Narvaez was very badly wounded, and his eye was beaten out; he
therefore requefted that his furgeon named Maeftre Juan fhould be
fent for. This being done, whilft he was under the operation of hav
ing his eye drefled, Cortes entered the room unnoticed; but being
foon obferved, Narvaez addrefling him faid, “ Senior Captain Cortes,
“ appreciate as it deferves your good fortune, in having defeated and
“ made me prifoner/
*
Cortes replied that his thanks were due to God,
and to his valiant officers and foldiers,- but that it was the leaft of our
achievements fince our arrival in New Spain, and that for daring, he
thought the arrefbof his Majefty
s
*
officer much exceeded it. He then
quitted the place, again warning Sandoval to keep good guard.
We foon after brought Narvaez and the reft of the prifoners to ano
ther apartment, where a guard was placed upon them eompofed of our
moft trufty and confidential foldiers. To this duty I was appointed, and
Sandoval before he left us called me afide, and gave me a private order
to permit no perfon whatever to fpeak to Narvaez. We knew that forty
of the cavalry were 'at an outpoft on the river; it was therefore neceffary
to keep-a good guard until this party was difpofed of, left they fhould
fall on us in order to refcue their officers. Cortes now lent to them Chriftoval de Oli, and de Ordas, mounted on two of the horfes of Narvaez
which we found tied in a fmall wood clofe to Cempoal, with unlimited
offers
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offers if they would come, in and fubmit. Our officers guided by one
of Narvaez’s foldiers arrived at the poll of the cavalry, and by their,
promifes and arguments won them over, and they all entered the town
together.

By this time it was clear day. Cortes, feated in an arm chair, a
mantle of orange colour thrown over his fhoulders, his arms by his fide,
and furrounded by his officers and foldiers, received the falutations of
the cavaliers who as they difmounted came up to him to kifs his hand.
It was wonderful to fee the affability, and the kindnefs with which he
fpoke to and embraced them, and the compliments which he made to
them; amangft the number were Auguftin Bermudez, Andres de Duero, and many other friends of our general., Each, as he had paid his
refpe<fts, took his leave, and went to the quarters affigned him. Du
ring all this time, and even before the arrival of thecavalry, the drums,
fifes, and timbals of the army of Narvaez never ceafed, having ftruck
up at day break in honor of Cortes, without being defired or fpoken to
by any one of us. One of them a Negro and a comical fellow, danced
and fhouted for joy, crying, ** Where are the Romans who with fuch
“ fmall numbers have ever atchieved fuch a glorious victory?” Nor
was it poffible to filence him or the reft, until Cortes was a,t laft obli- .
ged to order one of them to be confined.

. Our lofles on each fide on this occafion were as follow. The en.fign of Narvaez, named Fuertes, an Hidalgo of Seville. A captain of
the fame army named Roxas, of Old Caftille, and two others killed, and
many wounded. One alfo of the three who had antecedently deferted
from us to him was killed. Four of our foldiers were killed, and a
number wounded. The fat Cacique on our approach had taken refuge
in the quarters of Narvaez; he alfo received a wound: Cortes ordered
him to his houfe, and to be there protected and taken care of. Of the
two others who deferted from us, each got his deferts, Efcalona being
feverely wounded, and Cervantes well beaten.
»
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As to the fierce SalVatierfa, his foldiers declared that they never faw fo
pitiful a fellow, nor fo terrified a being when he heard our drum beat;
but when we fliouted for victory, and cryed that Narvaez was dead, he
told them that he had got a pain in his ftomach, and could fight no
more. Such was the refult of his bravados. Captain Velafquez de
Leon took his relation Diego Velafquez to his own quarters, where he
had his wounds attended to, and treated him with the iitmofl diftinctidn.

The reinforcement of the Warriors of Chinanta, which Cortes had
been promi fed, marched in (hortly after the addon Was over, conducted
by out foldrer Barrientos, with great pomp and regularity, in two files,
lattciers ahd archers alternately, and in this manner they cameto the num
ber of one thoufand five hundred, with colours, drums, and trumpets,
fhouting, and making fuch a warlike appearance that it was glorious to
behold. It afforded matter of aftonifhment to the army of Narvaez, for
they appeared to be double their real number. Our general received
them With infinite courtefy, and difmified them with thanks and handfome prefents.

Cortes now lent Francifco de Lugo to order all the captains and
pilots of the fleet to come to him at Cempoal, or, in cafe they refilled,
to make them prifoners. He alfo gave directions that the fhips fhould
be diftnantled, thereby cutting off all pofitbility of a communication with
Cuba. Narvaez had confined one Barahona, a rich man, and after
wards an inhabitant of Guatimala; him Cortes ordered to be immediate
ly releafed, and kihdly treated; I recollect when he joined us he appear
ed ift a Very weak and languid fhfte. The captains and pilots of the
fleet immediately came to pay their rfcipedts to our general. He matte
them take an oath that they would not feparate from him, and would
Obey fiis orders;and ht appointed one of them, Pedro Cavallero, his
admiral of the whole fleet. Cortes warned him, that if, as he-expect
ed, more veflels arrived from Cuba, he fhould immediately dismantle
them, and fend the captains and pilots to the head quarters.
Having
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Having thus fecured his port, he turned to other matters, and or
dered Velafquez de Leon with one hundred and twenty men upon an
expedition to Pinuco. One hundred of them were foldiers who had
come with Narvaez; the other twenty were taken from amongft ourfelves. This force was alfo to have two (hips with it, for the purpofe
of extending our difcovcries. He gave a command upon a fimilar plan
to Diego de Ordas, to eilablifh a colony at Guacacualco. Ordas was
alfo to fend to Jamaica for horfes and ftock, toeftablifh an independent
fupply in the country, the province he went to being well adapted fot
breeding cattle. Cortes commanded all the prifoners to be releafed, ex
cept Narvaez, and Salvatierra, whoftill complained of the pain in his
ftomach. He alfo ordered all the horfes and arms which had been ta
ken from the foldiers of Narvaez to he returned to them; this gave our
people much difcontent, but fince the general would have it fo, we were
obliged to fubmat, and I for my past, was obliged to furrender a good
horfe which I had put in a fafe place, with a faddle and bridle, two
fwords, three poinards, and a flrield. Hereupon Captain Alonzo de
Avila, and alfo our Reverend Father Olmedo, took an opportunity of
fpeaking to Cortes, and told him that they believed he had a mind to
imitate Alexander of Macedon, who after his army had atchieved any
glorious action, was more generous to the vanquifhed, than to the con
querors; for that it was obferved, that, all the gold and valuable prefents,
as fail as he received them, he gave to the captains of the other army,
quite appearing to forget us, which was not well done on his part, we
having made him what he was. To this Cortes replied by protefting,
that he, and all he had was entirely at our fervice, and he would
prove it by his future conduit; but that what he did was unavoidable
for our common intereft, we being fo few, and the others fo many.,
Avila in anfwerto this ufed fame expreflions of rather a lofty kind, up
on which Cortes obferved, that whoever did riot with to follow him
might depart, that the women in Caftille had bred good foldiers, and
would continue to do fo. Avila anfwered again in a ftill more bold and
imperious manner, and as Cortes could not at that time break with him,,
he was forced to diflimulate, knowing him to be a brave and determi-
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ned man. He thetefore pacified him with prefents, for he always ap
prehended fome adt of violence on his part, and for the future took care
to employ him on bufinefs of importance at a diftance, as in the Iiland
of St. Domingo, and afterwards in Old Spain.
Narvaez brought with him a Negro who was in the fmall pox
an unfortunate importation for that country, for the difeafe fpread with
inconceivable rapidity, and the Indians died by thoufands; for not know
ing the nature of it, they brought it to a fatal iflue by throwing themfelvesinto cold water in the heat of the diforder. Thus , black was the
arrival of Narvaez, and blacker ft ill the death of fuch multitudes of un
fortunate fouls, which were fent into the other World, without having
an opportunity of being admitted into the bofom of our holy church.
At this time a claim was made on Cortes by fuch of our foldiers as had
been in diftant garrifons, for their fhare of the gold taken in Mexico.
He, as well as I recolledt, referred them to a place in Tlafcala, defiring
that two perfons might be fent thither to receive it. I will at a future
period relate what happened hereupon j but I muft at the prefent revert
to other things.

The wheel of fortune making fudden turns, evil follows clofely
upon good, as was our cafe at prefent, our late fuccefles being contrafted by melancholy news from Mexico. We now received intelligence
by exprefs from that city, whereby we were informed, that an infurrection had broken out, and that Alvarado was befieged in his quarters,
-which they had fet on fire, having killed feven of his men,. and wound
ed many; for which reafon he tarneftly called called for fuccour and
fupport. When we received this news, God knows how it afflidted usl
We fet but by long marches for Mexico, leaving Narvaez and Salvatierra prifoners in Villa Rica, under the cuftody of Rodorigo Rangel, who
alfo had diredtions to collect all the ftragglers, and to take care of the in
valids, of whom there were many. At the moment we were ready to
march, arrived four principal noblemen from the court of Montezuma,
to lodge a formal complaint againft Alvarado, for having aflaulted them
v
’
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when dancing at a folemn Teftival in honor of their gods, which he
had permitted them to hold, whereby, Jn their own defence they had been
forced to kill feven of his foldiers. Cortes replied to them in terms not
the moll pleating, faying he would foon be at Mexico, and put all in
proper regulation; with which anfwer they returned, very little indeed
to the fatisfadlion of Montezuma who felt the infult ftrongly, many of
the natives being killed.

In confequence of this intelligence, the detachments were counter
manded,. and Cortes exhorted the troops of Narvaez to forget paft animofities, and not to lofe this opportunity of ferving his Majefty and
themfelves, expofing to their view, the riches they would acquire, fo
that they one and all declared their readinefs to proceed to Mexico, a refolution they never would have taken, if they had known the force
of that city. By very long marches we arrived at Tlafcala, where we
learned that until the time that Montezuma and the Mexicans got in
telligence of the defeat of Narvaez, they had never ceafed making attacks
upon Alvarado ; but when they heard of our fuccefs they defifted, leav
ing the Spaniards greatly fatigued and diftrefled, by their continual ex
ertions and want of water and provifions. This information was con
veyed by two Indian meflengers who arrived at the moment we entered
Tlafcala. Here Cortes made an infpedtion of our army, which now
amounted to one thoufand three hundred men, nearly one hundred of
whom were cavalry, and one hundred andfixty Were crofsbow-men and
mufqueteers. Two thoufand warriors of the Tlafcalans having joined
us, wepurfued our route by long marches to Tefcuco, where we were
very ill received, and every thing bore the appearance of difaffedtion.
On St. John’s day in the month of June one thoufand five hundred
and twenty, we arrived in the City of Mexico, meeting with a reception
very different from our former one, for none of the nobility or chiefs of
our acquaintance could be recognifed, and the city feemed to be totally
depopulated. When we entered our quarters, Montezuma came to em
brace Cortes, and with him joy of his victory, but the general would
neither
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neither hear, nor fpeak to him; whereon the King retired very melan
choly, to his apartment. Cortes made inquiry into the circumftances
of the commotion, which evidently was not approved or inftigated by
Montezuma. Indeed if he had thought fit tp adt againft our party,
they could all have been deftroyed, as eafily as feven of them. By what
Alvarado told Cortes it appeared, that a number of Indians, enraged-at
the detention of Montezuma, at the eredhion of the crucifix in their tem
ple, and by the order of their gods as they faid, had gone thither to
pull it down, but to their infinite aftonifhment, found all their ftrength
utterly unable to move it. This being reprefented to Montezuma, he
defired no attempt of the kind fliould be made again. Alvarado added
for his own exculpation, that the attack was made upon him by the
friends and fubjedts of Montezuma, in order to liberate their monarch,
at the time that they believed Narvaez had deftroyed Cortes and his ar
my. Cortes now afked Alvarado for what reafon he fell upon the Mex
icans, while they were dancing and holding a feftival in honour of their
gods. To this Alvarado replied, that it was in order to be beforehand
with them, having had intelligence of their hoftile intentions againft
him from two of their own nobility and a prieft. Cortes then alked him
if it was true that they had requeftedpermiflion of him to hold their feftival, and the other hereupon replied that it was fo, and that it was. in
order to take them by furprife, and topunilh and terrify them, fo as to
prevent their making war upon the Spaniards, that he had determined
to fall on them by anticipation. At hearing this avowal Cortes was
highly erfraged; he cenfured the conduct of Alvarado in the ftrongeft
terms,, and in this temper left him.

Alvarado farther laid, that one time when he was attacked by the
Mexicans, he endeavoured to fire off one of his-guns, and could not get the
priming to lights but fometime after, when they were in very great dan
ger, and expected all to have been killed, the piece went off of itfelft
and made fuch havock amongft the enemy that they were completely
driven back, and the "Spaniards thus miraculoufly‘faved. I heard feveral other foldiers allo mention this as a fa€t ; it -was alfo faid, by Alvara
do
$

(

209

)

do only, that when the garrifon was in great want of water, they farik
a pit in the court, and immediately a fpring of the fweeteft water broke
forth.- I can declare, to my own knowledge, that there was a fpring
in the city which very frequently threw up water tolerably frefh.
Glory to God for all his mercies !

Some fay that it was avarice tempted Alvarado to make this attack,
in order to pillage the Indians of the golden ornaments which they wore
at their feftival. I never heard any juft reafons for the aflertion, nor
do I believe any fuch thing, although it is fo reprefented by Fra Bartholome de las Cafas; but for my part I am convinced,, that his inten
tion in falling on them at that time was, in order to ftrike terror into
them, and prevent their infurredtion, according to the faying, that, the
firft attack is half the battle. A very bad plan as appeared by the refult,and it is certain, that after the affair at the . temple, Montezuma did
moft earneftly deiire that they fhould not attack our people, but the
Mexicans were fo enraged that they could not be reftrained.
Cortes during our march had expatiated to the new comers uport'
the power and influence he poffefled, and the refpedh with which he was
treated in Mexico, and had filled their minds and heightened their ex
pectations, with promifes and golden hopes. When on his return there
fore he experienced the coldnefs and negligence of his reception in Tezcuco, and equal appearances thereof in Mexico, he grew very peevifh
and irritable; and the officers of Montezuma coming to wait upon him,
expreffing the wifh of their Sovereign to fee him, Cortes angrily ex
claimed,
Away with him! The dog! why does he negledt to fupply
“ us.” When the captains De Leon, De Oli, and De Lugo, heard this
expreffi^n, they intreated him to be moderate, and reminded him of the
former^kindnefs and generality of the King. But this feemed to irritate
Cortes the more, confidering it a kind of cenfure, and he indignantly
faid, “ What compliment am I under to a dog who treated fecretly with
** Narvaez, and as we fee negleCts to fend provifions?” This the cap
tains admitted ought to be done; and Cortes, confident in the great rein- {
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forcement of numbers he had obtained, continued a haughty demeanour.
He in this manner, now addrefled the noblemen lent to him by Mon
tezuma, bidding them tell their mafter, immediately to caufe markets
to be held and provifions fupplied, and to beware of the confequences
of neglect. Thefe lords very well underftood the purport of the inju
rious expreflions which he had ufed, and on their return informed the
King of what had pafled. Whether it was from rage at the ftoiy told
by them, or the confequence of a preconcerted plan to fall upon us, with
in a quarter of an hour afters a foldier entered our quarters, wounded
dangeroufly, and in great hurry, and told us that the whole people were
in arms. This man had been fent by Cortes to bring to our quarters
feme Indian ladies, and amongft them the daughter of Montezuma,
s whom Cortes, when he marched againft Narvaez, had left in the care
of their relation the Prince of Tacuba. He was on his return1 with them
when he was attacked by the people who were aflembled in great num
bers, had broken a bridge upon the caufeway of Tacuba, and had once
had him in their hands and were hurrying him into a canoe to carry
him off for facrifice, but that he extricated himfelf from them, with two
dangerous wounds.
, \
‘

Cortes immediately on receiving the intelligence ordered out a par
ty of four hundred men, under the command of Captain de Ordaz, to
go and fee what foundation there was for the. account given by the fol—
dier, and to endeavor if poflible to pacify the minds of the people. De
Ordaz had hardly proceeded the length of half a ftreet, when he was
attacked by immenfe numbers of Mexicans in the: ftreets, and on the
terraces of the houfes, who by their firfl difcharge killed eight foldiers
on the fpot, wounded moft of the reft, and De Ordaz himfelf in three
places. Finding it therefore impoflible to proceed, he retreated fl^wly to
our quarters, in doing which he loft another good foldier named Lezcano, who with a two handed fword had performed many feats of great
force and valour. Our quarters had been attacked by multitudes at the
fame moment ; they poured in.fuch difcharges of miflile weapons upon
us there that they immediately wounded upwards of forty fix, twelve of
whom
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whom afterwards died. The ffreets were fo crowded, that De Ordas
when he endeavored to reach us could not proceed, and was inceflantly
attacked in front, in rear, and from the roofs of the houfes. Neither
our fire arms, nor our good fighting could prevent the enemy .from clofing in upon us for a length of time; however De Ordaz at laft forced
his way back, with the lofs of twenty three men. The enemy ftill con
tinued their attacks, but all we had hitherto fullered was nothing to that
which fucceeded. They fet fire to various parts of the buildings which
we occupied, thinking to burn us alive, or ftifle us with the fmoke;
and we were obliged to ftop it by tearing down the building, or by
throwing earth upon it. All the courts and open fpaces sof our quar
ters were covered with their arrows and miffile weapons, and in repelling
their attacks, repairing the breaches which they had made in the walls,
drefling our wounds, and preparing for enfuing engagements, we patted
that day and night.

As foon as the next morning dawned we fallied out with our whole
force upon the enemy, being determined if we could not conquer, to
- make them fear us. The Mexicans came to meet us with their whole
force, and both parties fought defperately; but as the numbers of our
opponents were fo immenfe, and as they conftantly brought up f refh
troops, even if we had been ten thoufand Hedtors of Troy, and as ma
ny Roldans, we could not have beaten them off; nor can I give any idea
of the defperation of this battle; for though in every, charge we made
upon them we brought down thirty and even forty, it Was of no avail;
they dame on even with more fpirit than at firft, nor could we, by our
cannon or fire arms, make any impreffion on them. If at any time they
appeared to give ground it was only to draw us from our quarters, in
order to enfure our deftrudtion. Then the ftones and darts thrown on us
from the terraces of the houfes were intolerable. But I defcribe it faint
ly ; for fome of our foldiers who had been in Italy fwore, that neither
amongft Chriffians nor Turks, nor the artillery of the King of France, !
' had they ever feen fuch defperation as was manifcfted in the attacks of
thofe Indians. We were at length forced to retreat to our quarters,
which we reached with great difficulty.
Ee 2
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On this day we loft ten or twelve foldiers, and all of us who came
back were feverely wounded. From the period of our return we were
occupied in making preparation for a general fally on the next day but
one, with four military machines conftruded of very ftrong timber, in
the form of towers, and each capable of containing twenty five men un
der cover, with port holes for the artillery and alfo for the mufquetiers
and crofsbow-men. This work occupied us for the fpace of one day,
except that we were obliged likewife to repair the breaches made in our
walls, and refill thofe who attempted to fcale them in twenty different
places at the fame time. They continued their reviling language faying,
that the voracious animals of their temples had now been kept two days
faffing, in order to devour us at the period which was fpeedily approach
ing, when they were to facrifice us to their gods; that our allies were
to be put up in cages to fatten, and that they would foon repoffefs our
ill acquired treafure. At other times they plaintively called to us to give
them their king, and during the night we were conffantly annoyed by
fhowers of arrows, which they accompanied with ihouts and whifflings.
'■ ' . ' H
>(1 ' .
•'< :.

At day break on the enfuing morning, after recommending burfelves to God, we fallied out with our turrets, which as well as I recoi
led: were called burros or mantas, in other places where I have feen >
them, with fome of our mufquetry and crofs-bows in front, and our
cavalry occafionally charging. The enemy this day fhewed themfelves
more determined than ever, and we were equally refolved to force our
way to the great temple, although it fhould coff the life of every man
of us; we therefore advanced with our turrets in that direction. I will
not detail the defperate battle which we had, with the enemy in a very
ffrong houfe, nor how their arrows wounded our horfesy notwithftanding their armourr and if at any time the horfemen attempted to purfue
the Mexicans, the latter threw themfelves into the canals, and others
fallied out upon our people and maffacred them With large lances.

As to fetting fire to the buildings, or tearing them down, it Was
ffj-borisssrs utterly
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utterly in vain to attempt; they all flood in the water, and only com
municating by draw bridges, it was too dangerous to attempt to reach
them by fwimming, for they fhowered ftones from their flings, and
mafles of cut ftone taken from the buildings, upon our heads, from the
terraces of the houfes. . Whenever we attempted to fet fire to a houfe,
it was an entire day before it took effedt, and when it did, the flames
could not fpread to others, as they were feparated from it by the water,
and alfo becaufe the roofs of them were terraced.
We at length arrived at the great temple, and immediately and inflantly, above four thoufand Mexicans rulhed up into it, without in
cluding in that number other bodies who occupied it before, and defend
ed it againft us with lances, ftones, and darts. They thus prevented
our afcending for fome time, neither turrets, nor mufquetry, nor cavalry
availing, for although the latter body feveral times attempted to charge,
the ftone pavement of the courts of the temple was fo fmooth, that the
horfes could not keep their feet, and fell. From the fteps of the great
temple they oppofed us in front, and we were attacked by fuch num
bers on both fides, that although our guns fwept off ten or fifteen of
them at each difcharge, -and that in each attack of our infantry we kil
led many with our fwords, their numbers were fuch that we could not
make any effectual impreflion, or afcend the fteps. We were then for
ced to abandon our turrets, which the enemy had deftroyed, and with
great concert, making an effort without them, we forced our way up.
Here Cortes (hewed himfelf the man that he really was. What a defperate engagement we then had I every man of us was covered with blood,
and above forty dead upon the fpot. It was Gods will that we fliould
at length reach the place where we had put up the image of our Lady,
but when we came there it was not to be found, and it feems that Mon
tezuma, actuated either by fear or by devotion, had caufed it to be re
moved. We fet fire to the building, and burned a part of the temple of
the gods Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuco. Here our Tlafcalan allies
ferved us eflentially. While thus engaged/ fome fetting the temple on
fire, others fighting, above three thoufand noble Mexicans with their
priefts

✓
pnefts were about us, and attacking us, drove us down fix and even
ten of the ftcps, while others who were in the corridores, or within fide
the railings and concavities of the great temple, fhot fuch clouds of ar
rows at us that we could not maintain our ground, when thus attacked
from every part. We therefore began our retreat, every man of us be
ing wounded, and forty fix left dead upon the fpot. We were purfued
with a violence and defperation which is not in my power to defcribe,
nor in that of any one to form an idea of who did not fee it. During
all this time alfo other bodies of the Mexicans had been continuallyattack
ing our quarters, and endeavoring to fet fire to them. In this battle, we
made prifoners two of the principal priefts. I have often feen this en
gagement reprefented in the paintings of the natives, both of Mexico
and Tlafcala, and our afcent into the great temple
*
In thefe our party
js reprefented with many dead, and all wounded. The fetting fire to the
temple when fo many warriors were defending it in the corridores, rail
ings, and concavities, and other bodies of them on thq plain ground, and
filling the courts, and on the fides, and our turrets demolifhed, is con
sidered by them as a moft heroic addon.

With great difficulty we reached our quarters, which we found
the enemy almoft in poflieffion of, as: they had beaten down a part of
the walls; but they defifted in a great meafure from their attacks on our
arrival, ftill throwing in upon us however fhowers of arrows, darts, and
Hones. The night was employed by us. in repairing the breaches, in
drefling our wounds, burying our dead, and confulting upon our future
meafures. No gleam of hope could be now rationally formed by us,
and we were utterly funk in defpair. Thofe who had come with Nar
vaez Glowered maledictions upon Cortes, nor did they forget Velafquez
by whom they had been induced to quit their comfortable and peaceable
habitations in the ifland of Cuba. It was determined to try if we could
not procure from the enemy a ceflation of hoftilities, on condition of our
quitting the city? but at day break they aflembled round our quarters
and attacked them with greater fury than ever, nor. could our fire arms
repel them, although they did confiderable execution.
• '
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Cortes perceiving how defperate our fituation was, determined5
that Montezuma fhould addrefs his- fubjeCls from a terrace, and defire
them to defifl from their attacks, with an offer from us to evacuate
Mexico. He accordingly fent to the King to defire him to do. f&.
When this was made known to Montezuma, he burft out into violent
expreffions of grief faying, * What does he want of me now? I neither
defire to hear him, nor to live any longer, fence my unhappy fate'
*>* has reduced me to this fituation on his account.” He therefore difmifled thofe lent to him with a refufal, adding as it is faid, that he
wifhed not to be troubled any more with the falfe Words and promisesof Cortes. Upon this the Reverend Father Fray Bartholome and Chriftoval de Oli went to him, and addrefled him with the naoft affectionate
and perfuafive language, to induce him to appear, to which he repli
ed, that he did not believe that his doing fo would be of any avail, that
the people had already elected another fovereign, and were determined
never to permit one of us to quit the city alive.. The enemy continued
their attacks, and Montezuma was at length perfuaded. He accord
ingly came, and flood at the railing of a terraced roof, attended by many4
of our foldiers, and addreffed.the people below him, requefting, in very
affectionate language, a ceffation of hoflilities, in order that we might
quit the city. The chiefs and nobility, as foon as they perceived him
coming forward, called to their troops to defifl and be filent, and four
of them approached, fo as to be heard and fpoken to by Montezuma.
They then addrefled him, lamenting the misfortunes of him, his chil
dren, and family, and alfo told him that they had raifed Coadlavacat
Prince of Iztapalapa to the throne, adding, that the war was drawing to
_ a conclufion, and that they had promifed to their gods never to defift
but with the total deftruCtion of the Spaniards; that they every day
offered up prayers for his perfonal fafety, and as foon aS they had refcued him out of our hands, they would venerate him as before, and trufted that he would pardon them.
/
As they concluded their address, a fhower of arrows and flones fell;
about the fpot where Montezuma flood, from which the Spaniards, interpofing^
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fpeaking to his people they would not make another attack, they un
guarded him for an inftant, and juft then three ftones and an arrow
ftruck him in the head, arm, and leg.

The King when thus wounded refufed all afliftance, and we were
unexpectedly informed of his death. Cortes and our captains wept for
him, and he was lamented by them and all the foldiers who had known'
him, as if he had been their father; nor is it to be wondered at, conlidering how good he was. It was- faid that he had reigned feventeen
years, and that he was the beft King Mexico had ever been governed
by. It was alfo faid that- he had fought and conquered in three occaiions that he had been defied to the field, in the progrefs of fubjugating
different ftates to his dominion. .
,
i
All the endeavors of our Reverend Father Fray Bartholome, could
not prevail on the King to embrace our faith, when he was told that
his wounds were mortal, nor could he be induced to. have them attended
to. After the death of Montezuma, Cortes fent two prifoners, a noble
man and a prieft, to inform the new fovereign, Coadlavaca, and his,
chiefs j of the event, and how it had happened by the hands of his own.
lubjeCts, He directed them to exprefs.our grief on the occafion, and.'
our wifh that
*
he fhould be interred with the refpeCt due to fo great a
npnarch. Cortes farther lignified to them, that he did not admit or
acknowledge the right of the fovereign that they had chofen, but that the
throne fhould be filled either by a fon of the great Montezuma, or his
coufin who was with us in our quarters. Alfo, that we defired unmolefted egrefs from the city, on condition of our committing no more aCts
of hoftility by fire or fword. Cortes then caufed the body of the King
to be borne out by fix noblemen, attended by moft of the priefts whom
we had taken prifoners, and expofed it to public view. He alfo defired
them to obey the laft injunctions of Montezuma, and to deliver his
body to the Mexican chiefs. Thefe noblemen accordingly related the
circumftances of the King’s death to Coadlavaca, and we could hear
the
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the exclamations of forrow which the people exprefled at the fight of
his body. They now attacked us in our quarters with the greateft vio
lence, 'and threatened Us that within the fpace of two days we ffiould
pay with our lives the death of their king, and the difhonor of their
gods, faying that they had chofen a fovereign whom we could not de
ceive, as We had done the good Montezuma.
In confequence of the fituation to which we were reduced, Cortes
determined to make on the enfuing day another fally, and to march
towards that part of the city which contained many houfes built on the
firm ground, there to do all the injury we could, and that our cavalry
taking advantage of the caufeway, fhould ride the enemy down; which
he hoped would make them tired of hoftility, and induce them to come
into terms. We accordingly made our fally, and proceeded to that part
of the city,- where, notwithftanding the refiftance and inceflant attacks
of the enemy, we burned about twenty houfes, approaching very near
the firm groundj but whatever injury we did them was dearly paid for
by the lofs of twenty foldiers killed,: nor could we get pofleffion of a
.fingle bridge, all of them being partly broken, and the enemy had alfo
made barricades and parapets to obftrudt the.cavalry, in every part where
they expected to be able to a61. Thus our difficulties and troubles increafed upon us. ' This fally I recoiled: took place on a thurfday; San
doval and many other good cavalry men were prefent at it j* but thofe of
Narvaez not being ufed to fervice, were timorous in comparifon to our
.veterans. ..
, ■ ..<• to . '4 .-*j -,:

: As our numbers diminifhed every day, whilft thofe. of the enemy
increafed, as alfo did the fury of their attacks, at the fame time that we
from our wounds were lefs able to make refiftance; our powder being
almoft exhaufted-, our provifions and water, intercepted, our friend the
good Montezuma dead, and our propofals for peace rejected, the bridg
es by which we were to retreat broken down, and in fine, death before
our eyes in every direction, it was determined by.Cortes and all of the
^officers and foldiers, to quit the city during the night, as we hoped at
Ff
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that time to find the enemy lefs alert. In order to put them the more
off their guard, we fent a meflage by a chief prieff, informing them,
that if we were permitted to quit the city unmolefted within the fpace
of eight days, we would furrender all the gold which was in our poffeffion.
.
There was with us a foldier named Botello, of refpedtable demean
our, who fpoke latin, had been at Rome, and was faid to be a necro
mancer; fome faid he had a familiar, and others called him an aftrologer. This Botello had difcovered by his figures and aftrologies, and had
predicted four days before, that if we did not quit Mexico on this night,
not one of us fhould ever go out of it alive. He had alfo foretold that
Cortes fhould undergo great revolutions of fortune, be deprived of his
property, and honours, and afterwards rife to a greater ftate than ever;
with many other things of this kind,

Orders were now given to make a portable bridge of very firong
timber, to be thrown over the canals where the enemy had broken down
the bridges, and for conveying, guarding, and placing this, were affigned, one hundred and fifty of our foldiers and four hundred of the
allies. The advanced guard was compofed of Sandoval, Azevido el Pu
lido, F. de Lugo, D. deOrdas, A. de Tapia, and eight more captains
of thofe who came with Narvaez, having under them one hundred
picked foldiers, of the youngeft and mofi active. The rear guard was
compofed of one hundred foldiers, moftly thofe of Narvaez, and many
cavalry, under the command of Alvarado and Velafquez de Leon. The
prifoners, with Donna Marina and Donna Luifa, were put- under the
care of thirty foldiers and three hundred
*
Tlafca-Ians; and Cortes, with
A, de Avila, C. de Oli, Bernardino-Vafquez de Tapia and’other offi
cers, with fifty foldiers, compofed a referve, to a€b whereveF occafion
fhould require.
By the time that all this
*
was arranged night drew on. Cortes then
ordered all the gold’ which was in his apartment to be brought to th»
1 <
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great faloon, which being done, he defired the officers of his Majefty,
A. de Avila and Gonzalo Mexia, to take his Majefty’s due, in their
charge, affigning to them for the conveyance of it eight lame or wound
ed horles, and upwards of eighty Tlafcalans. Upon theie were loaded
as much as they could carry of the gold which had been run into large
bars, and much more remained heaped up in the faloon. Cortes then
called to his feeretary Hernandez and other royal notaries and faid,
Bear witnefs that I can be no longer refponfible for this gold; here is
** to the value of above fix hundred thoufand crowns, I can fecure no
* ‘ more than what is already packed; let every foldier take what he will,
better fo than that it (hould remain for thofe dogs of Mexicans.” As
foon as he had faid this, many foldiers of thofe of Narvaez, and alfo
fome of ours fell to work, and loaded themfelves with treafure. I never
was avaricious, and now thought more of faying my life which was in
much danger; however when the opportunity thus offered, I did not
omit feizing out of a cafket, four calchihuis, thofe precious ftones fo
.highly efteemed amongft the Indians; and although Cortes ordered the
caiket and its contents to be taken care of by his major domo, I lucki
ly fecured thefe jewels in time, and afterwards found them of infinite
advantage as a refource againft famine,
A little before midnight the detachment which took, charge of the
portable bridge fet out upon its march, and arriving at the firft canal or
aperture of water, it was thrown acrofs. The night was dark and mifty„ and it began to rain. The bridge being, fixed, the baggage, artillery,
and fome of the cavalry palled over it, as alfo the Tlafcalans with the
gold, Sandoval and thofe with him paffed, alfo Cortes and his party
after the firft, and many other foldiers. At this moment the trumpets
and fhouts of the enemy were heard, and the alarm was given by them,
crying out, •* Taltelulco, Taltelulco, out with your canoesl the Teules
“ are going, attack them at the. bridges.” ■ In an inftant the enemy
were upon us by land, and the lake, and canals Were covered with canoes.
They immediately flew to the bridges, and.fell Qn us there, fo that they
• intirely intercepted our line of march. As misfortunes do not come
. wm
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Angle, it alfo rained fo heavily that fome of the horfes were terrify ed$
and growing reftive fell into the wate r, and the bridge was broken in at
the fame time; The enemy attacked us here now with redoubled
fury, and our foldiers making a ftout refiftance, the aperture of water
was foon filled with the dead and dying men, and horfes, and thofe who
were ftruggling to efcape, all heaped together, with artillery, packs, and
bales df baggage, and thofe who carried them-.- Many were! drowned
here, and many put into the canoes and carried off for facrifice. It was
dreadful to hear the cries of the unfortunate fufterers, calling for afliftance and invoking the Holy Virgin or St. Jago, while others who
efcaped by fwimming, or by clambering upon the chefts, bales of baggage, and dead bodies, earneftly begged for help to get up to the caufe
way. Many who on their reaching the ground thought themfelves fafe,
were there
feized or knocked
in the head
with
clubs.
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' Away went whatever regularity had been in the march at firft; for
Cortes and the captains and foldiers who were mounted clapt fpurs to
their horfes and gallopped off, along the caufeway; nor can I blame
them, for the cavalry could do nothing againft the enemy; of any effedt;
for when they attacked them, the latter threw themfelveS into the wa
ter on each fide the caufeway, and others from the houfes with arrows, or
on the ground' with large lances, killed the horfes. It is evident we could
make no battle with them in the ^Vater, arid without powder, and in the
"night/1 what elfe could1 we do than what we did; which was, to join
’in bodies of-thirty or forty foldiers, and when the Indians clofed upon
Us, to drive them off with a few cuts and thrufts of our fwords, and then
hurry ori, ‘ tri get over the caufeway as foon as we could. . As to waiting
fori one Another; that would have loft us allarid had it happened. in
the day time, things would have been even worfe with us. The efcape
of fuchas were fortunate enough to effect it, was owing to Gods mer
cy, who ^V^uSTorcett© do foyfor- theory fight of the number of the
enemy who fur rounded us, and Carried off our companions in their ca- ■»
noes Io fatrifice, was terrible. About fifty of us, foldiers of Cortes,
and fome 6f thofe of Narvaez, went together in a body, by the caufe-■
Ji. Cl
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way; every how and then parties; of Indians came up, calling us Luilones, a term of reproach, ‘.andattempting :to feize.us,: and . we, when
th&y came within our reach, facing about, repelling/ them with a few
thrufts of oiir fwords, and then hurrying on. Thus we proceeded, ftm>
til we reached the firm ground near Tacuba, where CortesSandoval,
De Oil, Salcedo, Dominguez, Lares, and .others, of the cavalry, with
fuch of the infantry foldiers as had croffed the bridge before it was de
flroyed, were already arrived. When we came.hear them, we heard the
voices of Sandoval, De Oli, and De Moria, calling to Cortes who was
riding at their head, that he fhould turn about, and affift thofe who
were coming along the caufeway, and who complained that he had
abandoned them.: r Qortesteplied thatthofe whohad efcaped owbd it to
*
a miracle, 'and if they returned to the bridges all would; lofe their lives.
Notwithstanding, he, with ten or twelve of the cavalry and fome of the
infantry who had efcaped uiihhA t. countermarchedpiand1 proceeded. along
the caufeway; i they had gone however but a very fhort diftance when
they met P. de Alvarado with his lance in his hand, badly wounded,
and on foot, for his chefnut mare had been killed; he had with him
three of our foldiers, and four of thofe of Narvaez, all badly wounded,
and eight Tlafcalans covered with blood. While Cortes proceeded along
the caufeway,i we repbfed in the enclosed courts hard by Tacuba, Meffengers had already been feht out <from;the cijty of Mexico, to call the.,
people of Tacuba, Ezcapuzglcd; and Teneyuca together, in order to in
tercept us. In confequence they;now began to furround and harrafs us
with arrows, and hones; and to attack us .with.Ounces headed with
the fwords which had fallen into their hands on the preceding, night.
We made forheattacksUpon them, ahi defended ourfelves as well as.
WeCOuId.b
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To revert toLCprtes.and his companions, when they learned from Al
varado that they were not to expedt to fee any more of our foldiers, the
tears ran from their eyes, for Alvarado hM With him in the rear guard,
Velafquez de Leon, with above twenty more of the cavalry, and up
wards of one hundred infantry. On enquiryICortes was told that they
were

were all dead, to the number of one hundred and fifty and more. Al
varado alfo told them that after the horfes had been killed, about eighty
aflembled in a body and paffed the firft aperture, upon the dead bodies
and, heaps of luggage; I do not perfectly recolledt if he faid that he paf
fed upon the dead bodies, for we were more attentive to what he related
to Cortes of the deaths of J; Velafquez and above two hundred more
companions, thofe of Narvaez included, who were with him, and who
wefe killed at that canal. He alfo faid that at the other bridge God’s
mercy faved them, and that the whole of the caufeway was full of the
enemy.
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As to that fatal bridge which is called the leap of Alvarado, I fay
that no ibldicr^Vhought of lookirig whether he leaped, much or little,
for we had enough to do to fave our own liv&s..’ It muft however have
been as he dated when he met Cortes, that he paffed it upon the dead
bodies and baggage, for if he had attempted to furtainhimfelfupon his
lance, the water would have been too deep for him to have reached the
bottom of it ; and'the aperture was too wide, and the fides too high for
him to haye leaped, let him have been ever fo active. For my part
I aver that he could not have leaped it in any manner, for in about a year
after, when we inverted Mexico,-.J was engaged with the enemy on
that which is now called the bridge of the leap of Alvarado, for they
had there made breaftworks and barricades; and we many times eonverfed upon the fubjedt at the fpot, and all of us agreed that it could not
have happened . But as fome Will infift upon the reality of it I repeat it
again, it could not have been done, and let thofe who wifh to afcertain
it view the place; the bridge is there, and the depth of the water will
prove no lance could reach to the bottom. There was in Mexico after
wards one Ocampo, a foldier who came with Garay, a prating fellow
and very fcurrilous/ amufing himfelf with making defamatory libels.
Many of thofe he made upon our captains, tdo bad to be repeated. He
faid of Alvarado, that he left his companion Velafquez and two hundred
more, and that fear made him give that great fpring, for that stsi the fay
ing goes, he leaped for his life.
As

( w >
As our captains, found from the information of Alvarado that they
were not to expert any more of our companions, for that the caufeway
was full of warriors of the enemy, and if any had hitherto efcaped they
muft now be intercepted, as we alfo found that all the people of thofe
countries were preparing to attack us in Tacuba, it was determined un
der the guidance of fix or feven of our allies well acquainted with the
country, to endeavor to reach Tlafcala. Accordingly we fet out, and
proceeding by an indirect road came to fome houfes hard by a temple
on a hilh During our march we were harrafled by the enemy, who
threw ftones and fhot their arrows at us. I fear to tire the reader with
the prolixity of thofe repeated details, but I am compelled to relate what
was of fuch defperate confequence to us, for, many of us were in this
manner killed. Here We defended ourfelves, and took what care we
could of our wounds. As to provifions,) we had none.

After the conqueft of Mexico, a church was founded on the fcite
of this temple, and dedicated, to Nueftra Senera de los Remedios, and
thither many ladies and inhabitants of Mexico go in procefiion, and tq
pay, the nine days devotions.

Our wounds,, having taken.cold and being only bound with rags,
were now in a miferable fituation, and very painful; we had alfo to de
plore the lofs of many valiant companions. As for thofe of Narvaez,
moft of them perifhed in the water, loaded with gold. Numbers of
Tlafcalansalfo loft their lives in. the fame mariner. Poor Botello too!
the aftrologer! his ftars bore an evil afpedf for he was- killed with the
reft. The ions of Montezuma, Cacamatzin, and all the other prifoners, amongft whom were fome. princes, loft their lives on this fatal
night. All our artillery was loft, we had very few crofs-bows, only
twenty three horfes, and our future profpedt was very melancholy, from
our uncertainty as to the reception we might meet in Tlafcala, which
was1 our only refouxce^ .
dad jr
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Having drefted our wounds and made arrows for our crofs-bows,
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and being inceflantly harraifed in our prefent port, we proceeded atmid-s^
night upon owr journey, under the guidance of our faithful Tlafcalans;
Thofe who were very badly wounded we carried between us; the lame
were fupported upon cfutches, and fome who were utterly unable to help
themfelves on, were placed upon the croups of lame borfes; Thus,
with what cavalry we had able to a<ft, in front and on the flanks, and
as many of the infantry as were fit to bear arm s< making head to the
, enemy, we .proceeded on our march', our wounded Spaniards and allies
ih the cehtre, the reft oppofing the enerriy, who continued to follow, x
harrafs, and revile us, faying we were now going to meet our deftruction. Words which we did not at- that time'-underftand." ’
I have hitherto forgotten to mention the fatisfadlion we had, in
feeing Donna Marina and Donna Luifa rejoin Us. Having crofled the
bridge amongft the firft, they had been faved by the exertions of two
of the brothers of Donna Luifa, all the reft of the female Indians hav
ing been loft there.! On this day we arrived at a great town named: Gualtitlan, from whence we continued our marchji harrafled.by the enemy,
whofe numbers and boldnefs increafed, infomuch that they killed two
of our lame foldiers and one horfe in a bad pafs, wounding many more.
Having repulfed them; we proceeded until We arrived at fome villages,
and halting there for the night, we made ourTupper on the horfe which
had been killed. On the next morning we fet out very early, and hav
ing proceeded little more than a league, juft as.we began to think ourfelves in fafety; three of our vedettes came in with a report that the
whole plains were Covered wiih tji^ armies of the enemy. ’ This intelligencc was truly frightful and we felt it as fuch, blit hot fo as to prevent
oUr determination to conquer or die, or our arranging all matters to the
bgft efled: for adtion.
, - • iw
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'■ J A halt being made; orders were given to. the cavalry,. that they
fhould charge at half fpeed, not flopping to make thrufts, but pointing
the lances at the faces of the enemy, until they were put to flight; the
infantiy were warned to thruft with their fwords, and to pafs them
‘ ‘
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clear through the bodies of their opponents, To that at ward we fhould
fell pur lives dearly, and this being done, as we faw that the enemy be.
gan to furround us, after recommending ourfelves to God and the Holy
Virgin, and invoking the aid of St. Jago, the cavalry formed in bodies
of fives, and the infantry in concert with them, proceeded to the at
tack. < }
i. 3 ■ xf / / ' ’
Oh what it was to fee this tremendous battle! how we clofed foot
to foot, ayd with what fury the dogs fought us! fuch wounding as
th$re was amongft us with their lances and clubs and two handed fwords,
while our cavalry, favored by the plain ground, rode through them at
wijl, galloping at half fpeed, and bearing down their opponents with
couched lances
*
ftill fighting manfully, though they and their horfes
were all wounded; and we of the infantry, negligent of our former
hurts, and of thofe which we now received, elofed with the enemy
*
redoubling our efforts to bear them down with our fwords.

Cortes, De Oli, Alvarado mounted on a horfe of one of the fol
diers of Narvaez, and Sandoval, though all wounded continued to ride
through them. Cortes now called out to us to ftrike at the chiefs.; for
they were diftinguifhed by great plumes of feathers, golden ornaments,
richly wrought arms, and devices.
Then to hear the valiant Sandoval, how he encouraged us crying
out, “Now gentlemen is the day of victory; put your truft in God,
** we (hall furvive for he preferves us for fome good purpofe.” All
the foldiers felt determined to conquer, and thus animated as we were
by our Lord Jefus Chrift, and our lady the Virgin Mary, as alfo by St,
Jago who undoubtedly affifted us, as was certified by a chief of Gua
*
timotzin who was prefent in the battle, we continued, notwithftanding
many had received wounds and fome of our companions were killed, to
maintain our ground.

Jt was the will pf God, that Cortes, accompanied by the eaptains
Gg
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De Oli, Sandoval, Alvarado, and feveral others, fhould reach that part
of the army of the enemy which was the poft of their general in chief,
who was diftinguifhed by a ftandard, arms covered with gold, and a
great penache ornamented in the fame manner. As foon as Cortes per
ceived the chief who bore the ftandard, and who was furrounded by
many others bearing alfo great penaches of gold, he cried out to Alva
rado, Sandoval, De Oli, Avila, and the reft, “ Now gentlemen, let
us charge them.” Then, recommending themfelves to God, they
rode into the thickeft of them, and Cortes with his horfe ftruck the
Mexican chief, and threw down the ftandardj the cavaliers who fupported him, at the fame moment effectually breaking this numerous
body. The chief who bore the ftandard, not having fallen, in the
charge made upon him by Cortes, Juan de Salamanca, mounted on his
good pyed mare, purfued him, and having killed him, feized the rich
penache which he bore, and prefented it to Cortes, faying, that as he
had given the Mexican general the firft blow, and ftruck down his ftan
dard, the trophy of the conqueft was due to him.

It was Gods will, that, on the death of their general, and of many
other chiefs who furrounded him being known, the enemy fhould re
lax in their efforts, and begin to retreat. As foon as this was perceived
by us, we forgot our hunger, thirft, fatigue, and wounds, and thought
of nothing but vidtory, and purfuit. Our cavalry followed them up
clofe, arid our allies, now become lions, mowed down all before them
with the arms which the enemy threw away in their flight.
As foon as our cavalry returned from the purfuit, we all gave
thanks to God, for never had there appeared fo great a force together in
that country, being the whole of the warrriors of Mexico, Tezcuco,
and Saltocan, all'determined not to leave a trace of us upon the earths
The whole nobility of thefe nations were aflembled, magnificently
armed, and adorned with gold, penaches, and devices. This battle
was fought near a place named Obtumba. I have frequently feen it
reprefented in paintings amongft the Mexicans, in the fame manner as
■
•
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I have the other battles fought by us antecedently to the final conqueft.
I muft now recall to the readers recollection, that our entry into Mex
ico to relieve Alvarado was on the day of St. John in the month of June
one thoufand five hundred and twenty
*
We entered that city with up
wards of one thoufand three hundred foldiers, cavalry included, which
latter body was ninety feven in number, and of our infantry eighty were
crofsbow-men, and as many mufqueteers. We had alfo with us a great
train of artillery and two hundred Tlafcalan allies. Our flight from..
Mexico was on the tenth of July following, and the battle of Obtujnba
was fought on the fourteenth day of that month.
I will now give an account of all our countrymen who loft their
lives in Mexico, at the caufeway, in battle,- and on the road., In five
days were killed and facrificed upwards of eight hundred and feventy
foldiers, including feventy two of thole of Narvaez put to death toge
ther with, five Caftillian women, in a place named Tuftepeque. One
thoufand two hundred and upwards of our allies of Tlafcala were alfo
killed. Juan de Alcantara and two more, who came for the (hare of the
. gold afligned to them, were robbed and murdered, and if we examine
throughout we (hall find, that all who were concerned with the trea-i
furc came to ill fortune. Thus it was with the fojdiers of Narvaez,
who perifhed in a much greater proportion than ours did, on account of
their having followed the dictates of their avarice.

After the battle we continued our march to Tlafcala, chearfully,
and eating certain gourds named ayotes, which we found by the way,
the enemy only (hewing themfelves at a diftance, until we arrived at a
village where we took up our quarters in a ftrong temple, and halted
for the night, occafionally alarmed by the Mexicans, who kept about
us as it were to fee us out of their country. From this place we to our
great joy perceived the mountains of Tlafcala, for we were anxious to
be convinced of the fidelity of our friends, and to know fomething of
our companions in Villa Rica. Cortes warned us, as we were fo few
in number and had efcaped by God’s mercy, to be cautious not to give
Go- 2
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offence; this he particularly enforced to the foldiers of Narvaez who
were not fo much habituated to difcipline. He added that he hoped
fo find our allies fteady to us, but that if it turned out otherwife, though
but four hundred and forty ftrong, ill armed, and wounded, we had
Vigorous bodies and flout hearts to carry us through.
We how arrived at a fountain on the fide of fome hills, where is
a circular rampart built in old times, at the boundary of the flates of
Mexico and Tlafcala. Here we repofed, and then proceeded to a town
named Gualiopar, where we procured a little food Which we were obli
ged to pay for, and halted one day. As foon as our arrival was known
in the head town of Tlafcala, our friends Maxicatzin, Xicotenga, Chichimecatecle, the chief of Guaxocingo, and others, came to fee and em
brace Cortes and the reft of our captains and foldiers. They wept for
our Ioffes, and kindly blamed Cortes for having neglected the warning
they had given him of Mexican treachery. They then invited us to
their town, rejoicing at our efcape, and congratulating us on our vali
ant actions. They alfo allured us that they were aiferhbling thirty
thoufand warriors to join us at Obtumba. Cortes thanked, and diftributed prefents to all. They Were rejoiced at feeing Donna Marina and
Donna Luila, and lamented the lofs of others; Maxicatzin in particular
bewailed his daughter, and V. de Leon to whom he had given her.
Thus we were received by our friends in Tlafcala, Where we repofed af
ter our dangers. Cortes lodged in the houfe of Maxicatzin, Alvarado
in that of Xicotenga; and here We recovered from our wounds, lofing
but four of our number.
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Tlafcala, Julyr 1520. Tranfactions; and occurrences there. Foun
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of the neighbouring dijtri&s by the Spaniards.
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E were thus, as I have mentioned, by the friendfhip of the
Tlafcalans, hofpitably received and entertained in their city, after our
fatigues,, dangers,, and lofles,. in the retreat from Mexico.

One of the firft things dbne by Cortes, on our arrival5 was,, to en
quire after the gold which had been brought there,, to the value of forty
thoufand crowns, andAyhich was the fhare of the garrifdn of Villa Ri
*.
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ca. „5 He WUSu.infarn^d by the Tlafcalan chiefs, and alfo by one of our
invalids who remained there when we marched to Mexico, that the
perfons who had been fent from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their
return, been robbed and murdered on the road, at the time we were en
gaged in hoftilities with the Mexicans. Another caufe of uneafinefs to
us was, our uncertainty as to. the fituation of our countrymen at Villa
Rica. Letters were fent, to inform them of the events which had late
ly taken place, and defiring them to fend us what arms and ammunition
they could fpare, and a ftrong reinforcement. We were informed by
the return of the meflengers, that all continued well in the neighbour
hood of that garrifon. The reinforcement alfo, which had been requi
red, was immediately fent.U It cgnfiffed of fcven men in the whole,
three of whom were failors, and every one of them invalids. They
were commanded by a. foldicr named Lence^o, the fame who kept the
inn at prefent called by his name. For a long time afterwards, a reinforcenient of Lencero, c was az proverbial expjefiivn with us.

We had now fome trouble given us. by the younger Xicotenga.
This chief on hearing of our misfortunes in Mexico, and of our being
in march for his country, cohceived the project of taking us by furpriie,
and putting us all to death; for which purpofe he was very active in
forming his party, and having aflembled many of his friends, relations,
and adherents, he expoled,to them.the facility with which it could be
done. Thele intrigues however could not go on long,' without coming
to the knowledge of his father, who reproached him feverely for his
treacherous conduct , alluring him that if it came to be known, it would
coll the lives of him and all thofe concerned with him. The young
man however per fevered, paying no regard to what his father faid; and
the afiair at length .coming to the ears of his mortal enemy Chichimccatecle, he immediately gave information of it ; whereupon, a council
was fummoned of all the chiefs to take the affair intoconlideratidn, and
Xicotenga was brought prifoner before them. Maxicat z in was the ora
tor upon the, occafion and fpoke at confiderable length in favour of the
Spaniards.; he faid that profperity had attended their nation eyer fince
our
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our arrival amongft them. That we had enabled them to eat fait with
their provifions, and that we were certainly thofe of whom, their anceftors had fpoken. He then reprobated and expofed the conduct of the
younger Xicotenga. In reply to this, and to the difcourfe of his father
to the fame purpole, the young man made ufe of fuch outrageous and
difrefpedtful language, as induced them to feize him by the collar, and
throw him down the fteps of the building into the ftreet, and he very
narrowly efcaped with his life but Cortes did not think it prudent
in- his prefent fituation to carry matters any farther. Such was the fide
lity of our Tlafcalan allies, with whom we at this time ftaid two and
twenty days.
Cortes meditated an attack upon the adjoining provinces of Tepeaca and Zacatula, on account of the murders committed by thefe people
upon the Spaniards, and determined to fet out upon it, at the expiration
of the above mentioned period; but when he came to propole this to his
troops, he found the univerfal lentiment of the foldiers of Narvaez de
cidedly againft it. They thought that they never could get back- foon
enough to their houfes and mines in the Ifland of Cuba, and the Haugh-’
ter of Mexico, and battle of Obtumba, made them defire to renounce all
connexion with Cortes, his riches, and his conquefts. But beyond all
others Andres de Duero, his friend and companion, moft heartily cur
led the day , he had embarked with him in the bufinefs, and the gold
which he had been forced to leave in the ditches of Mexico. They all’
totally declined any connexion with his new fchemes, and finding that
words did not avail them they made a requifition in form to that effedt,
ftating the infufficiency of our force, and demanding licences to return
to Cuba. Cortes having received and read the memorial, replied to it,
giving at leaft ten reafons for his plan, to every one they alledged againft
it,; his own, foldiers alfo addrefled him on the occafion, requefting him
on no account to give permiflion to any one to depart, but that we fhould
all remain together
*
as being moft conducive to the fervice of God, and
his Majefty.. At length they were obliged to acquiefce, with a very ill
grace,, and much murmuring againft Cortes, and his expeditions, and
againft us who fupported him in them, and who as they faid had ndHh
thing
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thing to lofe but our lives. Cortes on his part made them a general
promife, that by the next convenient opportunity he would fend them
to their Ifland of Cuba.
The hiftorian Gomara in his account of this tranfadtipn makes no
diftinCtion between us and the foldiers of Narvaez, as if we were equally
concerned in preferring the memorial; and this he docs in order to en
hance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to depreciate us the true con
querors or Mexico, becaufe we did not think it became us to bribe him
with gifts to fpeak favourably of us, when we were thofe, and thofe
only, who fupported Cortes. And now this hiftorian would annihi
late our reputations, in faying, forfooth, that we memorialled! 1

It would have better become this hiftorian to attend more to mat
ters of fail, and lefs to his figures of rhetoric in what he writes.’ I
have been aftonifhed at that part of his relation, where he aftigns the
vidlory at Obtumba folely to the valpr of Cortes. I have faid before, that
it was in the firft inftance owing to God’s mercy; I fay alfo that Cortes
did every thing that .ought to be expected from a wife and valiant gene
ral, and that he owed hre fuccefs, under God, to the ftout and valiant
captains, and to us brave foldiers, who broke the force of the enemy,’
and fupported him by fighting in the manner we fought, and as I have
related. . What that hiftorian fays relative to his charging the general
and bearer of the royal ftandard of Mexico is true, and it was Juan de
Salamanca, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, who killed him
with his lance, and prefented the ornamented plume to Cortes ; which
plume his Majefty was afterwards pleafed to give Salamanca in his coat
of arms. Not that lam unwilling to afcribe all due honour to our Cortes;
for I know that he deferves it; and if it was the cuftorti, as formerly, to
give triumphs to generals, he is more worthy of one than any Roman.
Gomara alfo greatly exaggerates the numbers of our Indian allies, and
the population of the country beyond all reafon; for it was not the fifth
part of what he reprefents it. According to his account there would
have been more |houiands here, than inhabit all Caftille; but Where
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he has written eighty thoufand we Ihould read one thoufand. All this
he has done in order to’make his narrative the more agreable. In my
hiftory I tell the truth, word for word as it happened, without looking
to ornaments of rhetoric; for I confider myfelf obliged to adhere to mat
ter of fadt, and do not deal in flatteries.

We now fet out on our march, to punifli the diftridts of Cachula,
Tepeaca, and Tecamachalco, without artillery/or fire arms of any kind,
for all had been left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force confifted of
fixteen cavalry and four hundred and twenty infantry, moftly armed
with fword and target, with about four thoufand Tlafcalans. We halt
ed at night, at the diftance of three leagues from Tepeaca; but the peo
ple of the place had deferted their houfes on our approach. We made
fome prifoners on our way, by whom Cortes fent to the chiefs, to in
form them, that we came for thepurpofe of obtaining juftice for the
murder of eighteen Spaniards , who had been without any caufe put to
death in crofting their territories; and alfo to know ths reafon of. their
entertaining Mexican troops, and to warn them, that if they did not
immediately treat with us for peace, we would make war againft them
with fire and fword. However terrible our language was, that of their
anfwer conveyed by our meflengers and two Mexicans, was,much more
fo; for the Mexicans were elevated by their fuccefles againft us at the
bridges. Cortes treated them very kindly, and declared evMy <wifh to
forget and forgive the paft, but all could not do; they fent back for an
fwer, that if we did not return immediately , they would put us all to
death and make a feaft upon our bodies.

Upon this Cortes called a council of the officers, and it was then
determined, that a full ftatement of all which had patted Ihould be of
ficially drawn up by a royal notary,' whereby all the Mexicans and allies
of the Mexicans who had killed Spanifh fubjedts, after having given
obedience to his Majefty, Ihould be declared in a ftate of flavery. This
being duly drawn up and attefted, we once more fent to require them
to come in, giving them notice of the confequcnces of their contumacy,
’ i; d
. <
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but they returned an anfwer fimilar to their former one. Both fides
then prepared for battle, and on the next day we came to an action with
them. This battle taking place in open fields of maiz, our cavalry
fpeedily put the enemy to flight, with confiderable lofs, though they
made a flout refiftance; but our allies fought gallantly, and purfued them
hotly, and we took many boys, for flaves.
The Mexicans being thus defeated, the natives came in, to fue for
peace; we accordingly proceeded to the town of Tepeaca, to receive their
fubmiflioiij and on that fpot was founded our fettlement of Segura de la
Frontera, the fituation being eligible, as on the road to Villa Rica, and
in a fertile diftridl. The municipal officers were immediately appoint
ed, and the iron brand was made here, for the purpofe of marking thofe
natives who were taken for flaves; they were marked with the letter G,
for “ Guerra,” or war. We made excurfions through the diftridt, and
td the towns of Cachula, (where they had. put fifteen Spaniards to death
in the houfes,) Tecamechalco, Las Guayavas, and many others whofe
names I do not recoiled!; taking a number of prifoners, who were im
mediately branded for flaves. By thefe means, in about the fpace of fix
weeks, we reduced the people to order and obedience.
At this period another prince of the blood royal was elected to the
throne of Mexico, for the former one who had expelled us from that
city, was dead of the fmall pox. The new king was named Guatimotzin; he. was a young man about the age of twenty five years, of ele
gant appearance, very brave, and fo terrible to his own fubjedts that
they all trembled at the fight of him. When the intelligence reached
this prince of what had happened in Tepeaca, he began to be apprehenfivefor his other provinces, neglecting, however, nothing that it was
in his power to do, to induce the chiefs to continue fteady to him; and
lie alfo fent confiderable bodies of troops to watch our movements.

Cortes now received letters from Villa Rica informing him, that a
veflel had arrived at the port, commanded by a gentleman named Pedro
Barba,

)
Barba> who was his intimate friend. He had been lieutenant under
Velafquez at the Havannah, and had now brought with him thirteen
foldiers and two horfes; he alfo brought letters from Velafquez the go
vernor of Cuba to Narvaez, who was thought to be by this time all pow
erful in New. Spain, ordering him, if Cortes was not already dead, to
fend him to Cuba, that he might be ■ thence tranfmitted to Caftille, fuch
being the directions of the bifhop of Burgos. As foon as Pedro Barba
arrived in the harbour, the officer whom Cortes
*
had appointed admiral
Went to vifit him, taking with him in his boat a ftrong crew, with
their arms concealed. When he came on board, he faluted Barba and
the reft courteoufly, and enquired after the health of the governor of Cu
ba. The others in their turn enquired after Narvaez, and what had
become of Cortes; They were told that Cortes was a fugitive with
about twenty of his companions, and that Narvaez had eftablifhed himfelf, and was in pofleffion of great riches; They then invited Barba
and the reft on fhore to refreflvthemfelves, to which they aflenting defcended into the boats,
*
where they were bid to furrender themfelves inftantly prifoners to Cortes. They had no alternative, and were obliged
to fubmit. The fhip was difmantled^ and the captain and crew fent to
us in Tepeaca, to our great fatisfadlion, for though we did. not fuffer
much in the field, yet continual fatigue had made us very unhealthy,
five of our foldiers having died of pleurifies within a fortnight. With
this party came Francifco Lopez, ' afterwards regidor of Guatimala.
Barba was exceedingly well received by Cortes, who was informed by
him that he might expedt the arrival of another fmall veflel with provifions, within the fpace of a week, which accordingly happened. On
board the laft mentioned fhip came a gentleman, native of Medina del
Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, eight foldiers, and one horfe.
Our friends purfucd the fame method with this veflel that they had done
with the former, and with the fame fuccefs. The party joined us in a
few days, it being no fmall fatisfadtion to us, thus to find our army re
cruiting its numbers.
The new king of Mexico having fent large bodies of troops to thcfe
provinces
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provinces that were neared to the Spanifli army, they became very diiorderly, robbing and outraging the people. Thefe provocations indu
ced the natives to fend four chiefs fecretly to negotiate with Cortes, of
fering to furrender themselves to him, provided he would give them
his alhftance to expell the Mexicans. Cortes immediately acceded to
the propofal, and ordered for this fervice the whole ,of the cavalry and
crofsbow-men, under the command ofChriftpval de Qli. A conside
rable number alfo of rflafcalans were joined in the expedition. Several
pf the captains who had come with Narvaez were appointed to com
mand in this detachment, which amounted in the whole to,above three
hundred foldiers. As our people were on their march,, converting with
the, Indians, they received fuch accounts from them of the force of the
enemy, as entirely deprived the foldiera of Narvaez of what little incli
nation they ever had for military expeditions, and made them doubly
anxious to return to their Ifland of Cuba, being utterly averfe from a
repetition of the days of Mexico, and Obtumba. They began to grow
very mutinous,, and- told their chief ip plain terms, that ifhe was de
termined to perlift in his attempt, he might do it by himfolf, for that
they were all refolved to quit him
*
De Oli remonflrated with them
upon the impropriety of fuch cpndudt,in which he was fupported by
all the foldiers of fortes, but in yainj- he w,as. compelled to yield to their
perverfenefs, and halt at Cholula, from whence he wrote to Cortes,
informing him of his foliation. When Copps received- his letter, he
immediately returned an angry meffageJ,orderinghim-,poiitively to ad
vance with ,hip wholfij’force, at all W
eyeptS
* hen
DeOlireceived this,
he fell in a violent rage with thofe who had brought that reprimand on
him, and ordering the whole to march immediately, declared he would
fend back any one who hefoated tp Cprtes, to be treated by him as a
coward deferved.

nr-nau
prnft wh Hitw brie
op-t Hiiw '
When he arrived within a league of Guacacuafoo, he was met', by
fome chiefs, who informed him in what manner .he might' beftepme
upon the enemy. Having in confequence fettled his plan of attack, he
marched agairdl, apd after a:(harp action defeated the Mexican troops,
o
and

and put them completely to flight, with the lofs on his part, of two
horfes, and eight wounded. Our allies this day made a great llaughter of the Mexicans, who fell back, arid rallied at a large town called
Ozucar, where were other great bodies of their troops. Here they made
a poft, fortifying themfelves and breaking down the bridges; but De
Oli, turned into a tiger by the reproof of Cortes, purfued them without
halting, with asmahy of his troops as he could bring up. By the affiftance of his Indian friends of Guacachula, he contrived to pafs the
river, and falling on the Mexicans, difperfed them again, with the lofs
of two more horfes killed ; his own horfe was alfo wounded in feveral
places, and De Oli himfelf received two wounds. Here he halted for
two days after the action, and all the principal people waited on him,
to fubmit as vaffals to his Majcfty. Their allegiance being accepted,
and the country reftored to peace, he returned with his force to the town
of Segura de la Frontera.
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Not having been on this expedition, the account I have given is
fuch as was related to me, by thofe who were.
De Oli was received
by Cortes and all of us with great, fetisfa&ion; we laughed heartily at
him for his counter march, in which he joined with Us, and fwore
that for the next expedition he was fent on, he would take the poor fol
diers of Cortes, rind not the rich planters of Narvaez, whofe minds
were more intent upon their houfes and eftates
*,
than upon feats of arms;
and who were much more ready to command, than to obey. Gomara
fays that it was the people of Guaxocingo who gave the information to
the officers of Narvaez ; but this is abfurd, for the laft mentioned town
was entirely out of their route, and it is exactly the feme thing as fay
ing, that if we were to fet out now from Medinadel Campo to travel to
Salatnanca, we fhould go round by Valladolid.
While we were here, CorteS received letters from Villa Rica,
whereby he was informed, that a veflel had arrived there commanded
by a perfon of the name of Camargo, having on board upwards of feverity foldiers, all very fickly. She was one of thefe which had been
fent
I
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fent to eftablifh a colony at Panuco, *
and brought intelligence that the
other captain who had been fent thither, named Pineda, with all his
foldiers, had been put to death by the Indians; and that their-(hipping
had been burned. • Camargo therefore finding the ill fuccefs of that at
tempt, had come to Villa Rica for affiilance, his men being afflicted
with liver complaints, which their yellow and dropficah appearance de
monflrated. This officer was very well acquainted with the fituation of
allairs, and had been it is faid, a Dominican friar. Having difembarked his foldiers, he let out with them, and arrived by flow marches at
La Frontera, where they were kindly received by Cortes, and attended
with as much care as we could bellow upon them, but the captain arid
many of the foldiers very foon died. Oh account of their morbid co
lour and fwollen bodies, we ufed to call them “the green paunches.
*
’ In
order to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the thread of my
narrative, I will now inform my reader, that one after- another; at dif
ferent and irregular periods, all the remains of this armament arrived at
the port of Villa Rica. Amongll others was an Arragonian named Mi
guel diaz de Auz.-, He brought' upwards of fifty foldiers, with feve'n
horfes; with which-he immediately joined us, being the moll effectual
reinforcement we had for a long time received. This Captain de Auz
ferved very well during the war in New Spain ; it was he who after
*
wards had a law fuit with a brother in law of Cortes, named Andres de
Barrios, whom we ufed to call the dancer.” The law fuit was about the
divifion of Meflitan, which was awarded afterwards as follows; he had
the furplus of the rents, beyond two thoufand five hundred crowns, on
condition of not entering upon the diftridl for the fpace of two years,
becaufe he was accufed of having killed Indians there, and in other plai
ces where he had been. Another of Garay’s veffels arrived fhortly after
at our port. In this came an officer named Ramirez, called by us, V the
old.” He brought with him forty foldiers, ten horfes, crofs-bows and
other arms. Thus Garay continually fent us reinforcements, ; thinking
that his colony was going On well imPanucp. . .-AU
*
thefe foldiers joined
us at Tepeaca. Thofe who came with Miguel diaz de Auz,, as they
were plump and in good condition., we named “ the Sir loins;” and as the
foldiers
By F. de Garay governor of Jamaica.

foldiers of old Ramirez wore cotton armour which was very thick and
clumfy, fo that no arrow could penetrate through it, we called them
“the pack-horfes.”

Cortes having been thus reinforced to the amount of an hundred
and fifty foldiers and twenty horfes, determined to punifh the Cacatame
and Xalacingo Indians, with feveral others who had been concerned in
the murders of Spaniards, Twenty cavalry and twelve crofsbow-men,
made part of the force fent againft them, the whole of which confifted
of two hundred of the veterans of the army of Cortes, and a body of
Tlafcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de Sandoval. Our detachment
received intelligence that the enemy were in arms, fortified, and rein
forced by Mexican troops. Sandoval therefore arranged his plan of at
tack, firft fending to inform them, that he would pardon the deaths of
the Spaniards, provided they fubmitted,.and returned the treafure. The
anfwer they fent back was, that they would eat him, and all thofe with
him, in the fame manner that they had done the others. Sandoval
then proceeded to attack them, which he did in two places at the fame
inftant, and notwithftanding that both the natives and the Mexicans
fought with great fpirit, they had no better fuccefs than on former occafions', being defeated and purfued with a considerable lofs. Our people after the action going into fome of their temples, found cloaths,
arms, bridles and faddies, prefented as offerings to their gods. Sando
val declared his intention of halting three days there, and he alfo now
again demanded from them the treafure which bad been taken. They
readily fubmitted themfelves to his Majefty, but in regard to the trea
fure, they faid, that it was no longer in their power, having been trans
mitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them to the general for their par
dons, and returned with his troops, having made a confiderable number
of women and boys prifoners, all of whom were immediately marked
with the iron. I was not on the expedition, being ill of a fever, and
throwing up blood at the mouth; but I was bled plentifully, and thanks
to God recovered. In confequence of the directions given by Sandoval, the
chiefs of thefe nations, and alfo of many others ip their neighbourhood,
Ii
came
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came in and made their fubmiffions to Cortes, This expedition was
productive of the very belt effects. The fame of Cortes extended
through all their countries, for valor and for juftice/ and he was much
more dreaded and refpedhed than Guatimotzin, the new fovereign of
Mexico j infomuch that his decilion was requefled in the moft important
litigations. The fmall pox was now fo prevalent in New Spain, that
many of the great lords of the natives died of it. In fuch cafes the
claimants to the fucceffion called on Cortes for, and abided by his decilion, as fovereign lord of the country. There were at this period great
difputes relative to the lordfhips of Ozucar and Guacachula, which be
ing referred to Cortes he decided the caufe in favor of a nephew of
Montezuma,, whole filter had married the cacique of that diftridt.
At this time Cortex fent Sandoval to punifh the people of the diftridtwcalled Cocotian, where they had put to death nine Spaniards. San
doval took with him thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry, with a
flrong body of Tlafcalans. Qn his entry into the diflridt he fummoned
thefe people, holding out as ufiial threats on the one hand, and invita
tions on the other, to which the Indians replied, that they acknow
ledged no other government than that of Mexico, and that they were
very well able to defend themfelves . They had here a confiderable force
of Mexican auxiliaries, who encouraged them to refiflance. As foon as
Sandoval received this meflage he put his troops in order, and caution
ed his allies not to advance to the attack at firfl, on account of their dis
ordering the cavalry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by our
troops, and then to fall on the Mexicans. Two large bodies of the ene
my were met by our army, in a flrong fituationj they made a firm re
finance, and before Sandoval could extricate his cavalry from the diffi
cult and rocky ground, they had killed one and wounded nine of his
horfes and four foldiers. At length having driven them from this poll,
fie advanced to their town, and there aflaulting them and the reinforce
ments which had joined them, at their poll in the temples, and large
walled inclofures, with the good affiflance of his Indian allies, whofe
keennefs was increafed by the abundance of plunder, he totally defeat
ed

ed, and put them to flight. Sandoval halted here for two days, during
which the chiefs came in and made their fubmiflions. He demanded
of them the property and effects of the Spaniards whom they had put
to death, but they replied that it was out of their power to return them,
they having already burned the whole. They alfo faid that moft of the
Spaniards they had killed were eaten, five of them having been fent to
their monarch Guatimotzin. They promifed a plentiful fupply of provifions, apologized for what was pafled, and Sandoval being able to do
no more was fain to accept their fubmiflions.

As all this country was now brought under fubjedMon, Cortes de
termined, with the approbation of his Majefty’s officers to mark the
prifoners and flaves; previous to the taking out the royal fifth, and hi«
own. An order was in confequence given out, that the foldiers fhould
bring all their prifoners to an appointed place, which was a large houfe
jn the town, for this purpofe. It was accordingly done; theyconfifted
of women, boys, and girls of the Indians, for as to the men they were
too troublefome to keep, and our Tlafcalan friends did us all the fervice
we could defire from them. The prifoners remained in confinement du
ring the night, and in the morning the repartition took place. Firft
the royal fifth was feledted, and then that of Cortes; and thus far all
went on very well, but when the foldiers (hares came to be allotted, be
hold ! we found that fome one had been there in the night, and taken
every handfome and good Indian that was there, leaving us nothing but
a herd of old, ugly, and milerable jades. This of courfe made a great
murmur amongft the foldiers, who loudly charged Cortes with having
conveyed away and concealed all the valuable flaves, and the foldiers1 of
Narvaez fwore they never heard of fuch a thing as two kings, and two
fifths, in his Majefty’s dominions! among the reft one Juan de Quexo
faid he would make it known in Caftille how they were treated, and
another plainly told Cortes how he had abufed them in regard to the
gold in Mexico, for that when the divifion was made there appeared
only three hundred thoufand crowns in value, and when our flight took
place he produced above feven hundred thoufand; all which had been
Ii a
regularly
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regularly attefted. And now the poor foldier, who had Worn himfelf
to nothing with fatigue, and was full of wounds, when he had gotten
a good female Indian prifoner, and given her cloathing and ornaments,
found that fhe was taken from him!. “ When the order was given,
**
faid the foldier, “ Every one thought that the (laves were only put in
•* to be marked and valued, and that each would get his own back, paying the fifth of the value which fhe was rated at to his Majefty, and
“ that Cortes was to have no farther claim on them whatever.’* He
added a great deal more to the fame purpofe, but worfe than what I have
mentioned. When Cortes heard thefe exclamations againft him, he
made anfwer, fwearing by his confcience! his ufual oath, that it never
fhould happen fo again, and he protefted that in future better regulations
fhould be adopted. Thus with fmooth words, and fair promifes on his
part, the affair paffed over.

But I have now fomething to mention worfe than this; it has
been already related how in the fatal night of the retreat from Mexico,
the treafure was produced and all the foldiers given liberty to take as
much as they chofe of it; many of thofe of Narvaez loaded themfelves
with gold, fome alfo of ours did the fame; to a great many this coft
their lives, and none who efcaped with life and what they had carried
off, but were feverely wounded. After all this however Cortes came to
know that in our garrifon here at La Frontera, a quantity of gold in
bars was in circulation, and that deep gaming was going on amongft
our foldiers; wherein our companions had forgot the old proverb which
fays, that wealth and amours fhould be kept concealed.
**
He iflued
an order for all the gold to be brought in within a given time, under the
fevereft penalty in cafe of difobedience, promifing, on a fair delivery, to
return the third part, but threatening in cafe of failure or evafion, that
the whole fhould be forfeited. Many of the foldiers refufed, and from
fome Cortes took it by way of loan; but indeed rather by main force
than free will. As many of the captains and alfo of thofe who had
offices under 'his Majefty were poflefled of gold, a compromife took
place
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place whereby no more was faid about the order; but it was a .very bad
tranfadlion on the part of Cortes.
The officers of Narvaez thought this a good juncture to renew
their folicitations to Cortes for permiffion to return to Cuba. After
much trouble and many efforts on their part, Cortes aflented, promifing that on the conqueft of Mexico, he would give his friend Andres
de Duero
much more wealth than he had ever pofleffed.
He made fi...
♦
milar offers alfo to the other captains, efpecially to Auguftin Bermudez.
Thofe who were determined to return he ordered to be provided with
whatever was neceffary for their voyage, fuch as maiz, dogs falted,
fowls, &c, and giving them one of the belt ihips in the harbour, he
wrote letters by them to his wife Donna Catalina Xuarez Marcayda,
and to his brother in law Juan Xuarez, informing them of all that had
happened; and he alfo tranfmitted to them by the fame opportunity
fome bars and ornaments of gold. The following perfons were among
thofe who returned to Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined
after all their difafters. Andres de Duero, Auguftin Bermudez, Juan
Buono de Quexo, Bernardino de Quefada, Francifco Velafquez the
hump backed, a relation of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carrafco
who returned afterwards to this country and lives in La Puebla, Melchor
Velafco, and one Ximenes who lives in Guaxaca: he went for his. fons ;
alfo the commendador Leon de Cervantes who went to bring over his
daughters; after the conqueft of Mexico he married them to very ho
nourable connexions; one Maldonado alfo of Medellin, an invalid; not
he who married Donna Maria del Rincon, nor the big Maldonado, nor
the other of that name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado “thefierce,’*
who was married to. a lady named Maria Arias ; there was alfo one
Vargas whom we nicknamed “the gallant;” I do not mean the Vargas
who was father in law to Chriftoval Lobo; Cardenas the pilot alfo. went;
it was he who talked of the two kings; Cortes gave him three hundred
crowns for his wife and children; with many others whom it would
be too prolix to enumerate. When Cortes was remonftrated with on
letting fo many quit us in our weak ftate he replied, that he did it partly
to.

to get rid of their importunities, and partly becauie they were not fit for
*
war
and that it was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He
fent Alvarado with them in order to fee them fhipped, and at this time
he alfo difpatched De Ordas and Alonzo de Mendoza to Caftille, with
certain inftrudtions, the tenor of which we were ignorant of; as we alfo
were of what was going on in that country relative to us, except that
the Bifhop of Burgos declared us all traitors, and that Diego de Ordas
anfwered very well for us, and got for himfelf the order of St. Jago,
and for his coat of arms the volcano which is between Guaxocingo and
Cholula. But thefe affairs fhall be related in their proper time. Cortes
alfo fent Captain Alonzo de Avila contador of New Spain, and Francifco Alvarez, a man of bufinefs, to make a report to the royal court of
audience and the brothers of the order of Jeronymites in St. Domingo,
of all that had happened, more particularly relative to Narvaez; and
alfo to inform them, how he had punifhed by flavery, thofe guilty of
revolt and murders, and meant to purfue the fame meafures with all
thofe people who adhered to the alliance of the Mexicans. He alfo fiipplicated their interefts in reprefenting our faithful fervices to the Empe
ror, and their -fupport againft the mifreprefentations arid enmity of the
Bifhop of Burgos.
Cortes likewife at this time fent a veflel to Jamaica for horfes,
commanded by one De Solis, whom we afterwards called De Solis de la
Huerta. Some will afk how he was able to fend agents to Caftille, to
St. Domingo, and Jamaica, without money. To this I reply, that on
the night of our retreat from Mexico, though many of our foldiers Were
killed, yet a confiderable quantity of gold was laved, as the firft who
pafled the bridge were, the eighty loaded Tlafcalans; fo that though
much was loft in the ditches of Mexico, yet all was not left there, and
the gold which was brought off by the Tlafcalans, was by them deli
vered to Cortes. But as to us poor foldiers who had no command, but
were commanded, it was enough for us to efcape with our lives, and all
badly wounded too, without troubling ourfelves what was done with
the gold, nor how much of it was brought off; and it was alfo fhrewd-

ly fufpeCted, that the treasure which fell to the fhare of the garrifon of
Villa Rica, and of which thofe who were entrufted with the conveyance
were robbed, went after all to Old Caftille, Jamaica and elfewhere.
But the ingots of gold in the captains, pockets flopped all inquiry upon
that head, i

The fiege of Mexico being now determined on, Cortes left a gar
rifon of twenty men moftly tick and wounded, under the command of
Francifco de Orozco in the town of Frontera, and proceeded with the
reft of his force to the country of Tlafcala, where he ordered timber to
be cut for the conftruCtion of the veflels to command the lake of Mex
ico. The (hips were to be conftrudted under the directions of Martin
Lopez, an excellent fhipwriglit, and one who was moft highly ferviceable to his Majefty’s interefts here in other refpcCts, befides being a
valiant foldier. When we arrived at Tlafcala, we found that our good
friend and the faithful ally of our Monarch, Maxicatzin, had fallen a
victim to the fmall pox. Cortes lamented him as if he had been his
father, and put on mourning in refpeCt to him, as did many of our
captains and foldiers. As there was fome difpute in regard to the fucceflion, Cortes fettled that it fhould be with the legitimate fon of our
friend, as he had defired at his deaths a fhort time previous to which,
having fummoned his family into his prefence, he had ftriCtly enjoined
them never to quit our alliance, as we were undoubtedly thofe who were
deftined to. rule that country.. The other chiefs of that nation offered
their afliftance in providing timber, and alfo to ajd us in the war againft
the Mexicans., Cortes received their propofals with every mark of at
tention and gratitude, and at that time propofed to one of them, the el
der Xicotenga, to turn chriftian; to which he readily affented, and.
was baptized in great ceremony by the name of Don Lorenzo de Var
gas.
Our fhipwright Lopez managed his bufinefs fo, well,, that in a few
days he had all his timber cut, fhaped, and marked for each particular,
part of the veflels. He was aflifted by a good foldier named. Andres,
Nunez,,
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Nunez, and by
* old Ramirez the carpenter, who was lame with a wound.
Cortes obtained from the port of Villa Rica the iron work, fails, and
other neceflaries to equip the veflels; and he alfo ordered to be fent to
him what fmiths were there, amongft others, Aguilar, of which name
there were three amongft us, but this was the man we called •' the ironmauler/’ As pitch was wanting, and was unknown to the natives of
thofe countries, he fent four failors to the pine woods of Guaxacingo,
which are very confiderable, to obtain a fupply of that article. Some
curious perfons have afked me, why Cortes fent Alonzo de Avila who
was fo valiant a captain on an affair of negociation, when he had men
of bufinefs fuch as Alonzo de Grado, and Juan de Caceres the rich, and
others whom they have named to me. To this I reply, that Cortes
fent Avila becaufe he was a brave man, and would not be afraid to /peak
out on any neceffary occafion in order to obtain juftice; and therefore,
to avoid being oppofed and thwarted by him, and to give his
company to Andres de Tapia, and his office of contador to Alonzo de
Grado, Cortes chofe to fend him upon bufinefs to St. Domingo.

Now that the timber of the veflels was all ready for the dock yard,
and that thofe who came with Narvaez no longer molefted us with their
fears and furmifes, there was great difference of opinion amongft us on
the fubje<ft of eftablifhing our poft, in order to prepare for the inveftment of Mexico. Some ftrongly recommended Ayotcingo as moft con
venient on account of the canals, Others, amongft whom was Cortes,
as ftrongly inflfted on the elegibility of Tezcuco as moft advantageous
for making incurfiorts upon the Mexican territory. The decifion being
at length for Tezcuco, juft as we were ready to march we were inter
rupted in our movements for an inftant, by intelligence that a veflel had
arrived at Villa Rica from Europe anti the Canary Iflands, loaded with
military ftores, merchandife, and horfes. It was commanded by one
Francifco Medel, but the owner of the property, who came with it,
was one Juan de Burgos. There were alfo on board thirteen foldiers.
We were in high fpirits on receiving this intelligence, and Cortes hav
ing fent orders to purchafe the. whole cargo, we loft not a moment in
fetting
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fetting forward on our route for Tezcuco, after we were joined by the
people who came on board thq ve^TeJ. Amongft thefe were one Juan
del Efpinar, afterwards a very rich man, one Sagredo uncle to the. wo
man called La Sagreda, in the Ifland of Cuba, and a Bifcayan named Monjaraz, uncle to two of that name who were foldiers with us, and father
to the handfome woman who afterwards came to Mexico called La
Monjaraza. t This man never was in any expedition or engagement with
ys, always pretending to be fick, though he miffed no opportunity of
boafting of his valor. When we. h?fleged J$e$ipo,
d&H he would
fee how the natives fought, for he had no opinion of their bravery.
He accordingly went to the top of a very high temple like a turret, and
no one ever could tell how it was, but certain Indians killed him on
that very day. Thofe who had known him in the Ifland of St. Do
mingo laid, that it was God-s judgment on him fqr having had his wife,
a good, honorable, and beautiful woman, put to death, by the perjury
of falfe witneffes.
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CHAPTER II.
uiV > ywjf oj
, n’jiz .7!t art on .7 niifciu-vz omolbfi&fl 5113 os
March of the Spaniards to befiege. Mexico, December 28M. ic20f
Invefiment of Mexico, May ^oth. 1521
*
’ Siege of that City,
and final conquefi Augufi 16th. 1 $21.
•■

On the day after the feaft df the nativity, we’fct forward towards
Tezcuco with our full force, and accompanied by ten thoufand of our
Tlafcalan allies. On the fame night we halted on a part of the territory
of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place fupplying us with provifions.
The next night we halted at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having
made a march of about three leagues; we found here a very fevere cold.
Early the next day we afcended the mountains, the bad roads through
which were made more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of trees, and
the like, which required the utnaoft exertions of our allies to remove.
Proceeding thus however with much regularity and precaution, we
reached the fummit, a company of mufqueteers and crofsbow-men being
in our front, and our allies clearing the way for the cavalry. Defcending a little, we came to that part from whence we difcover the whole
.extent of the city, lake, and plain of Mexico, with all its towns riling
as it were out of the water, and here we returned thanks to God for per
mitting us again to behold this city.
We now obferved lignals made by fmoke in the different places
towards Mexico, and a little farther on we fell in with a body of the
enemy who were polled at a bad pafs, where a broken wooden bridge
crolfed a deep water cut. We foon drove them from thence, and paffed over without difficulty, the enemy contenting themfelves with Ihouting at us from a diltance. Our allies pillaged as they went along, con
trary
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trary to the inclination'of Cortes, who. was not able to reftrain them.
We halted for. this night at a toiyn in the territory of Tezcuco, which
the inhabitants had abandoned. - We had got intelligence by fome Mex
icans we made prifoners in the laft ikirmifh, that large bodies of the
enemy waited for us in front; but it afterwards appeared that they had
feparated, in confequence of feuds, and indeed a civil war which exifted between the Mexicans, and thofe of Tezcuco, The fmall pox alfo,.
which was at the fame time very deftrudtive in the country, contributed,
in a confiderable degree to prevent their armies from aflembling.

. On the next morning we again fet forward on our march for Tez
cuco, which was diftant about two leagues ; but we had proceeded a
very fliortdiftance, before one of our patroles came to us with intelli*
gence that ten Indians were on. the road, with figns of peace. The
whole of the country alfo through which we marched exhibited every
fign Qf.moft perfect tranquillity. When thefe. Indians, arrivedj we found ,
that they compofed an embafly, confifting of feven chieftains of Teacu
ps, . A golden banner home upon a long lance was carried before them,
and when they came near us the banner was lowered, and they bowed
their bodies.- , Addrefling Cortes in the name of their lord Cocoivaein,
the prince of Tezcuco, they then requefted to be received under our
protection, inviting us to their city, and prefenting to us, as a token of
peace, their golden banner. They utterly denied having any part in the
attacks with which we had been threatened, and requefted that no injury,
might be, done to, their city.- by. us or our allies, Three,,of thefe embaffadors were perfonally known to moft of us, for they were relations of
the good Montezuma, and captains-of his guards. • Cortes earneftly re
quefted the Tlafcalan chiefs to prevent their people from pillaging, '
and his wifhes were ftriCtly attended to, excepting only in the article
of pjqyitjpns, j
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It clearly appeared that this embafty was a mere pretence; neverthelels the embaffadors were affured that every protection fhould be af- '
forded to the . country , , but prem at tl^e, fame/time told, that it could not
e * .
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be unknown to them, how, above forty of the Spaniards and two hun
dred of our allies were put to death within their territories, when we
retreated from Mexico. For the lofs of lives Cortes faid no reftitUtiOn
could be made, but the gold and other property they might return.
They in reply threw the blame upon the prince wh o had fucceededMontczuma, and who they faid received the fpoil, and Sacrificed the prifo
ners. Cortes therefore found that little was to be got from them, and
we proceeded to a village in the outfkirts of Tezcuco, named Guatinchan,
or Huaxutlan, where we halted for the night. On the enfuing morn
ing we arrived at Tezcuco, and immediately remarked that neither wo
men or children were to be feen, and the men appeared as if they were
meditating Some mifchief againft us. We took up ourquarters in fome
buildings which confided of large halls and enclofed courts, and receiv
ed Orders not to quit them, and to be veiy alert. Alvarado, De Oli,
and fome foldiers whereof I was one, then afcended to the top of the
great temple, which was very lofty, in order to notice what was going
on in the neighbourhood. We obferved that all the people were in
movement, carrying off their children and eflb&s to the woods, f he reedy
borders of the lake, and to a number of canoes collected Tor the put
*
pofe. Cortes now wifhed to feize the chief who had fent him the embafiy, but found that he had fled to Mexico, Wifh many other perfons
of rank. We'po^ed ftrong guards'for^he tiight, and as ih To large a
city there are many different patties and factions, and thole perlons Who
were adverfe to the prefent chief having remained, Cortes 6n the next
morning ferit for them, and enquired irito theftatedf iheir government.
They affured him that their ptefent chief, Cocoivatkin, Was an ufurper,
haying "murdered his elder brother Ciifcuxca, and' was fupported only by
the prince then on the throne c>f'Mexico, and whofe rianie was Guatimotzin. They -pbinted out the'youth Who Was fhe rightheir, and who
was immediately conducted into the pretence of Cortes, by Whdfe order
he was baptized with much folemnity, being called after his godfather,
Don Hernando Cortes 3 after which he was appointed lord of Tezcuco.
Cortes in Order to retain him in our holy fhith Und in the interefts of
, Spain, and alfotomflruft him in Wr'language, orderedthrqeperfons to
attend

attend upon hirftj Arithonio de Villaroelniarried to the handfeme Isabel
de Ojeda, a batchellor named Efcobar captain of Tezcuco, and Pedro
Sanches-Farfan, a good foldier, married to the worthy and honorable
lady Maria de Eflrada. Cortes^hen required of him a number of Indi
*
an labourers to open the canals-, in order to bring his veflels to the lake.
He alfo explained to him his plan of attacking Mexico, to which the
young prince offered afliflance to the utmofl of his power.

Our captains were at this time affigned their different polls,- in cafe
of a fudden attack upon our quarters, the reigning prince in Mexico
frequently fending out his troops upon the lake, in expectation of tak
ing us unprepared. Some neighbouring people,- whofe diflrfelis called
Cuatinchan, and who had been guilty of offences in the murders of our
countrymen, now petitioned for, and obtained pardbnp The work up
on the canals went on moil rapidly, as we never had lefs than from feven
to eight thoufand Indians employed,
Guatimotzin now upon the throne of Mexico, was lord of Iztapalapa, the people whereof were bitter enemies to us, and our declared
allies of Chalco, Talmalanco, Mecameca, and Chimaloacan. As We
'had 'been twelve day s in Tezcuco, fo large a force caufcd feme fcarcity
of provifions; idlenefs had alfo made our allies grow impatient, and for
thofe reafons it became neceffary to take the field. Cortes therefore pro
ceeded towards Iztapalapa at the head of thirteen cavalry, two hundred
and twenty infantry, and the whole body of our Indian confederates.
The inhabitants had received a-reinforcement of eight -thoufand Mexi
cans, and as we approached, they fell back into the town. But this
was all a concerted plan; .they then fled into their canoes, the reeds by
rhe fide of the lake, and 'alfo to thofe houfes which Were in the Water,
where they remained quietly, leaving us in polfeflion of that part of the
town which was on the firm land. As it was now night we polled our
^guards, and were repofing contentedly in our quarters
*
when all on -a
fudden there came on us fuch a body of water by the flreets and into
•the houfes, that if our friends from Tezcuco had not called to us at that
moment.

moment^ we fhould have been all drowned; for the Cnemy had cut the
banks 6f the canals, and alfo a caufeway, whereby the place was laid
under water as it were inftantaneoufty. As it happened two uf our al
lies only, loft their lives, but all our’ powder was deftroyed, and we
were glad to efcape with a good wetting. We pafled the night badly
enough,I being fupperlefs, and very cold j but what provoked us moft
was the laughter and mopkings of the Indians upon the lake. Worfe
than this however happened to us, for large bodies from the garrifon of
Mexico, who knew of the plan, crofted the water and fell on us at day
break with fuch violence that it was with difficulty we could fuftain
their attacks. They killed two foldiers and one of our horfes, and
wounded a great many. Our allies alfo fuffered a confiderable lols. on
this occafion. The enemy being at. length beaten oft' we returned to
Tezcuco, in very bad humour, having acquired little fame or advan
tage by our,expeditions
w

.wyolqnia ewr.ibnl bmduoiij ingio o)
Two days after our return from our laft expedition, the people of
three neighbouring dift rifts, viz Tepetezcuco, Obtumba, and another
which I do not recollect, j fent to follicit pardon for the offences they had
committed, excufing themfelves, by alledging the commands of Coad
lavaca. Cortes making a merit of neccflity gave them aTree pardon,
-knowing very well that he was not in a fituation to do otherwife. The
people alfo of that place called Venezuela, or Little Venice, who had al
ways been at enmity with the Mexicans,- now follicited our alliance ; a circumftance highly ufefulj from the; fituation of that town within the lake .;
and they promifed alfo to bring over their neighbours to us. , -

Intelligence was. foon received, that large bodies of Mexican troops
hatl fallen upon the diftriCts in alliance with us, the inhabitants of which
iboing aftaid to remain at home,; were; flying to. the woods, or to our
quarters for protection. Cortes ordered out twenty cavalry and two
hundred ipfantry, twenty three tnufqueteers.and'crofshow-men.included,
and taking Alvarado and De Oli with him, proceeded to the towns of
Guatinchan, and Huaxujlan. The reports appeared to have foundation,

C 2ss )
but the real caufe of contention was, the crop of Indian corn on the bor- *
ders of the lake, which was now fit to reap, and from which the peo
ple of Tezcuco and the others fuppliedour provifions; but theMexicans
alfo laid claim to it, and it appeared that the produce of thefe fields went
to the priefts of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform him when they
thought it neceflary to cut the corn; and accordingly, at that time, a
body of one hundred or upwards of our foldiers, attended by the allies
went out to cover the reapers. I was twice on that duty, and had one
fmart fkirmifh. The Mexicans crofled over in upwards of one thoufand canoes, and attacked us in the maize fields, but we and our allies,
drove them back to their boatsv with the lofs of one foldier of ours kil
led; and many wounded. They fought like men, and left behind them
twenty dead, and we alfo took five prifoners. At this time other neigh
bouring diftridts folicited our alliance. ,
There, were two places,- named Chalco and Talmalanco, of fome
consequence, as being bet ween our army and Tlafcala. They were now.
pofleffed by the Mexican troops, and though Cortes had feveral petiti
ons for protection, he thought it,neceflary above all things, immedi
ately to diflodge thefe Mexicans, that fuch of his allies as wifhed it
might return home, and alfo in order to obtain his (hip timber from
Tlafcala. He therefore fent a , force for this purpofe under Sandoval and
De Lugo, confiftihg of fifteen cavalry and two hundred infantry, and
he gave thefe officers orders to break intirely the Mexican force, where
by we, fhould obtain a .clear communication with Villa Rica. Our allies
of Chalco were fecretly informed of our intention, in order that they
fhould be ready to Tupport us. Sandoval had put ten of his party in the
rear as a guard, and to protedl the allies, who were returning home with
his detach men t,andw howere loaded with plunder.; The .Mexicans,
fellupon them on;their march with; confiderable impreflion, owing to
the weaknefs of the rear guard, of which they killed two., and wound
ed the reft; and although Sandoval inftantly flew to their relief, the
Mexicans contrived to reach the lake. Sandoval cenfured the people in
the rear for this, throwing the whole blame on them; he then put the
ab«owi
Tlafcalans,
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' Tlafcalans in fecurity, and having fent the letters with which he wasi
intrufted to the commandant of Villa Rica, in which
*
Cortes ordered
him to lend what reinforcements he could to Tlafcala, there to wait un
til it ihould beafcertained that the route from thence to Tezcuco was clear,
he difmifled the allies to their province, and returned to Chalco, which
diftridt he had reafon to apprehend was filled with the troops of the
Mexicans.
On his road he was attacked in a plain covered with maize and
maguey, by a body of the enemy who wounded feveral of his party;
the cavalry drove them to a diftance, after which he puifued his route
to Chalco. Having informed the principal people of this place of his
intention to march to Tezcuco on the enfuing day, they informed him
of their determination to go with him, and for the foilowing reafon.
Their lord was lately dead of the fmall pox. He had on his death
bed recommended his fons to the protection of Cortes, being convinced
that we Were thofe of whom their anceftors had prophefied, when they
faid that men with beards fhould come to govern them; and he there
fore enjoined his fons to receive their dominions from the hands of our
chief. Sandoval accordingly mardhed for our head quarters, bringing
with him the young lords of Chalco, who experienced a moft gracious
reception from Cortes, and they prefented him with ornaments of gold
amounting in value to about two hundred thoufand crowns. Cortes
divided the diftridl between them; giving Chalco and the larger half
to the elder brother, and Talmalanco, Ayocingo,and Chimalcan, with
other places, to the youtiger. By feme Mexican prifoners Cortes fent
a meffage to the reigning prince in that city, couched in the irioift in
viting and amicable terms,- in order to induce him to come to an accom
modation; but Guatimotzin wouid Hot hear them/andperfifted in the
moft adtivc hoftility againft us. Frequent complaints Came to us at
this time of the incurfions made by the enemy Upon our allies of Guatinchan and Huaxutlan, in the neighbourhood of the lake, upon the
old caufe of the fields fown for the fervide of the Mexican temples ; in
confequence of which, Cortes being determined to put .a flop to thefe

inroads^
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inroads, and marching with a ftrong party for that purpofe, came up
with the enemy at the diftance of about two leagues from Tezcuco, and
fo completely broke and defeated them, though with no very confiderable lofs on their fide, that they did not fhow themfelves there again.

As it was refolved to lofe no time in the grand objedt of our enterprife, Sandoval attended by twenty of the principal people of Tezcuco,
marched with a detachment of two hundred foldiers of the infantry,
twenty mufqueteers and crofsbow-men included, and fifteen cavalry,
from Tezcuco, in order to bring the timber to conftrudt our fliips on the
lake of Mexico. Beforcthey fet out, Cortes effected a reconciliation be
tween the Tlafcalans and the Indians of Chalco, who had long been
hoftile. He gave directions to Sandoval, after he had left the chieftains
of Chalco in their own town, to proceed by a place named by us Puebla
Morefca, the inhabitants of which had robbed and put to death up
wards of forty of our foldiers, who were on their march from Vera
Cruz to Mexico, when we went to the relief of Alvarado. Sandoval
had orders to infliCl an exemplary punifhment on them, not that their
guilt- was more than that of the people of Tezcuco, who were the lead
ers of the bufinefs, but becaufe they could be punifhed with lefs incon
venience. The place was put under military execution. Some few of
the inhabitants were made prifoners, and when Sandoval enquired of
them in what manner they had deftroyed the Spaniards, they informed
him that they were fallen on by the troops of Mexico and Tezcuco, by
furprize, in a narrow pafs where they could only go in fingle file, and
that it was done in revenge for the death of Cacamatzin. Not more
than three or four of thefe people loft their lives, as Sandoval had pity
on them. In the temples were found many traces of the blood of our
countrymen upon the walls, their idols were befmeared with it, and we
found the (kins of two of their faces with their beards, drafted like lea
ther, and hung upon the altars, as were alfo the (hoes of . four horfes,
together with their fkins very well drafted. The following words were
found written upon a piece of marble fixed in the wall of one of the
houfes. “Here was taken the unfortunate Juan Jufte, with many
L1
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“ others of his companions.” This Julie was a gentleman who came
with Narvaez, and ferved in the cavalry. Thefe fad remains filled the
minds of Sandoval and his party with rage and grief, but there was no
poflibility of obeying the dictates of their feelings, for the men were all
fled, and the women and children bewailed their fate in the moft affect
ing terms. Sandoval therefore fent them to their huibands and fathers,
whom they induced to come in and fubmit. In anfwer to the queftions
put to them relative to the gold, they declared that it had all been claim
ed by the Mexicans. Sandoval now continued his march to Tlafcala,
and when he came near the capital of that country, he fell in with a
vaft body of Indians employed in tranfporting the timber, and conduct
ed by Chichimecatecle, and our Ihipwright Martin Lopez. The order
thefe people came in was as follows. Eight thoufand men carried the
timber ready lhaped for every part of the thirteen veflels, eight thoufand
more followed as a guard with their enfigns and arms , and a third bo
dy of two thoufand, .as a relief, and with provifions for the whole.
Several Spaniards joined us with this efcort, and alfo two great Tlafcalan
chiefs named Teuleticle, and Teatical. The enemy appeared only in
fmall bodies at a diftance, but it was thought neceflary to ufe much
precaution, confidering the extent of the line of march, and the danger
of a furprife. Sandoval fent fome of his troops in front, and polled
others on the flanks, while he remained at the rear guard with the Tlafcalans, to whom he afligned that'-poft. This arrangement gave their
chief, Chichimecatecle, great offence, but when he was informed that
it was there the Mexicans were moft likely to attack, his pride became
pacified. In two days more the whole body arrived at Tezcuco, in
great triumph and pomp, the allies wearing their fineft habits and great
plumes of feathers, with drums, horns, and trumpets, founding; Thus
they continued marching into our quarters, without breaking a file, for
the fpace of full half the day, Ihouting out, ’’Caftilla! Caftilla! Tlafca“ la! Tlafcala 1 live his Majefty the Emperor?’
Our timber being all now laid ready at the docks, in a very Ihort
time, by the great exertions of Lopez, the hulls were completely finilhed;

ed; but we were obliged to keep the ftridleft guard, as the Mexicans
lent three parties to endeavour to fet them on fire.

The Tlafcalans were anxious to be fent on fome enterprife, and
Cortes indulged them by declaring his intention to march on the enfuing day to Saltocan, a town which had neglected our fummons to a
fubmiflion. For this purpofe he ordered two hundred and fifty infan
try and thirty cavalry, the whole of the Tlafcalans, and a body of the
warriors of Tezcuco. He appointed the captains Alvarado and De Oli
to adt under him, and having left the port of Tezcuco, where it was
always neceflary “ to have the beard upon the flioulders,” under the care
of Sandoval, and ordered Lopez to have the veflels ready to launch with
in the fpace of fifteen days, he fet out with the above force upon his
expedition. When he approached Saltocan, he was met by large bodies
of the Mexican troops, whom the cavalry drove to the woods.. The
troops halted for the night in fome villages, in a country thickly inha
bited. They were kept very alert, for it was known that the enemy
had a confiderable force in Saltocan; and a body of Mexicans had been
lent thither in large boats, and was at this time concealed in the deep
canals of the neighbourhood.

On the enfuing day, at the commencement of the march, our
troops were aflailed by the enemy, and feveral were wounded, without
our cavalry having it in their power to retaliate, on account of the num
ber of canals. The only caufeway which led to the town oil the land'
fide, they had completely inundated, and our mufquetry was of no effedt again ft the enemy in their canoes, being fo well guarded by ftrong
fcreens of timber. All this contributed to give our people a difguft to
the expedition. Some Indians of Tezcuco who had joined our army,
at this time pointed out a pafs to one of our foldiers; upon which, our
people put themfelves into march, and under the direction of their guide
crofted the canals and waters, and at length reached the road which led
to the town, Cortes with the cavalry remaining on the other fide. Our
troops advanced againft the town, and made a confiderable flaughter of
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the Mexicans, driving the remainder, and the natives of the place, to
their boats. They then returned to Cortes, with a confiderable booty
of Haves, mantles, fait, and gold. We loft one foldier by this expe
dition.

On the enfuing day Cortes marched againft a large town called
Culvatitlan, through a very populous country. We found the place to
which we marched totally deferted, and here we halted for the night.
On the enfuing day we proceeded to another large town called Tenayuco,
but which we named the town of the ferpents, on account of the enor
mous figures of thefe animals which we found in their temples, and
which they worfhippcd as gods. This place we alfo found deferted,
and we proceeded a league farther to that which we called the town of
the gold-fmiths. This place was alfo deferted, and our troops march
ed half a league farther, to Tacuba, our foldiers being obliged to cut
their way through confiderable numbers of the natives.. In this town
our troops halted for the night, and on the next day they were aflailed
by bodies of the enemy, who had fettled a plan to retreat by their cauleways, in order to draw us into an ambufeade. This in part fucceeded;
Cortes and our troops purfued them acrofs a bridge, and were immedi
ately furrpunded by vaft numbers on land and in the water. The enfign was thrown over the bridge, and the Mexicans were dragging him
to their canoes, yet he efcaped from them with his colours in his hand.
In this attack they killed five of our foldiers, and wounded many. Cor
tes perceived his imprudence, and ordered a retreat, which was effected
with regularity, our people fronting the enemy, and only giving ground
inch by inch. Juan Volante, the enfign who fell into the lake, had a
jcaloufy with one of our foldiers, Pedro de Ircio, about a certain woman.
The latter in order to affront him ufed fome abufive language, which
Volante did not deferve, being a very valiant gentleman, as he had
fhown on that and many other occafions. Cortes halted here for five
days, and then returned to Tezcuco, the Mexicans harrafling his march;
but having been once defeated in an ambufeade which Cortes laid for
them, they defifted. When our troops arrived at head quarters, the
Tlafcalans,

?
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Tlafcalans, who had enriched themfelves by plunder, were anxious tp
go home,. which Cortes readily gave them permiffion to do.
During four days after this expedition, the Indians of feveral neigh
bouring diftridts came in with prefents and declarations of fub miffion.
Cortes received all in good part, although he knew very well that they
had been concerned in murders, difmiffing them with promifes of pro
tection. Other applications of a more embarraffing nature were alfo
made at this time, for the nations in our alliance came with painted reprefentations of the outrages committed on them by the Mexicans, and
requefling fuccour. Cortes was hardly able to grant them affiflance,
from the Rate of our army, which, exelufive of our lofs by killed and
wounded was grown very unhealthy. He however promifed them his
fupport, bnt told them to rely more on their own exertions, and that
they fhould be affifled by the neighbouring people of our alliance. For
this purpofe he gave them letters of fummons to the refpedtive diflridts,
to aflemble againft the common enemy. The different diflridts having
aflembled their forces, met the Mexicans in the field, and had an adtion
with them, in which they exerted themfelves with fuccefs. The pro
vince of Chalco however was an objedt of more importance; the poffeffion of that country was requilitc for our communication with Villa Ri
ca and Tlafcala, and for the fubfiflence of our troops, as it was a corn
country. It was much harrafled, and therefore Cortes fent Sandoval
with about two hundred and fifty of our troops, cavalry and infantry
*
accompanied by what few of our Tlafcalan allies remained with us, and
a company of thofe of Tezcuco, to clear it of the enemy.
On the twelfth day of March, one thoufand five hundred and twenty
one, after hearing mafs, Sandoval fet out, and arrived in the dffiridt of
Chalco. On the enfuing morning he reached Talmanalco, where he
received information that the Mexican force was polled at a large town
called Guaztepeque. The warriors of Chalco accompanied our troops
*
who halted for the night at the town of Chimalcan. On the next morn
ing Sandoval ordered the crofsbow-men and mufqueteers to attack the
enemy
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•enemy in the broken ground, and forming the cavalry into fmall divilions of three in front, directed them to charge as foon as the firing had
made any impreflion; thofe who were armed with fword and buckler
he formed in a compddt body as a referve. Advancing in this order, he
fhortly perceived the Mexicans in three large battalians or columns, and
founding their warlike mufic. As foon as Sandoval perceived their difpofition he thought proper to give up his original plan, and to break
the enemy by a charge of cavalry. Putting himfelf therefore at the head
of this body of troops, he attacked them, crying out “St. Jago for us!
comrades fall on!” The main body of the Mexicans was partly broken
by the charge, but they immediately clofed. and fronted again. The
ground was much in their favor, fo that Sandoval faw it was abfolutely
neceflary to drive them from this port, into the open ground in their
rear. For this purpofe he ordered the mufqueteers and crofsbow-men
to engage them in the front, and the troops armed with fword and tar
get to turn their flanks, and he gave directions, that at the proper time,
the cavalry fhould fall on the enemy by a fignal. He alfo now ordered
our allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops at laft forced them
to retreat; they fell back however no farther than to a fecond ftrong pofition, nor could Sandoval with his cavalry do any confiderable execution
among them. Here we loft Gonzalo Dominguez, whofe horfe fell
with him, whereby he died in a few days. He was much regretted,
for we efteemed him to be as brave a foldier as De Oli or Sandoval.
Our army having broken the enemy again, purfued them to the town,
where they were fuddenly attacked by at leaft fifteen thoufand frefli war
riors, who attempted to furround them; but our troops falling on both
their flanks, the whole Faced about and fled, endeavoring to rally behind
fome works which they had conftrudted. They were however fo clofely followed that they had not time to do fo, and were driven compleatly
withinfide the town. Sandoval then thought it neceflary to give his
foldiers fome repofe, and as a confiderable fpoil of provifions had fallen
in the way of the troops, they began to prepare their dinners, during
which time the patroles came galloping in, crying “To arms! the enemy are coming!” There was hardly a moments interval until they
were

were prepared, and advancing againft the enemy, they met them in an
open fpace, and had a fevere fkirmiffi, after which the enemy fell back
behind their works; but Sandoval attacked them with fuch impetuofity
that he drove them completely away, forcing them to evacuate the
town.
In this place was a very magnificent and extenfive garden, in
which Sandoval took his quarters for the night, and certainly it was a
beautiful one to behold; it contained a number of large and handfome
buildings, and fuch varieties that it was truly admirable, and fit for the
refidence of a great prince; nor had our foldiers time to fee the whole of
it, for it was above a quarter of a league in length.- I was not in this
action, being very ill by the wound of a lance, which I received in my
throat at the affair of Iztapalapa, the marks of which I carry to this day;
but I law the garden about twenty days afterwards, when 1 accompa
nied Cortes. Not having been on this expedition for the reafon I have
before affigned, as 1 was then almoft at death’s door, I do not in my
narrative fay we, and us, but they, and them; but notwithstanding
that, all is true to the letter as I have related it, for the tranfadtions of
an expedition are immediately known in quarters, nor is there any op
portunity of adding to , or diminifhing the truth, as is for
cafe elfewhere.

Sandoval thought it a good time to fummon all the neighbouring
diftridts to fubmiflion, which he accordingly did, but with very little
effect, thofe of Acapiftlan, elpecially, anfwering by a defiance. This
made our allies of Chalco uneafy, as well knowing that they and the
Mexicans-were only waiting until the return of the Spaniards, in order
to fall upon them. For feveral reafons it was neceflary therefore to hum
ble thefe'people, hut a great difference of opinion exifted on the fubjedt.
Sandoval was adverfe to any new expedition on account of the number
of his wounded, and the foldiers of Narvaez were adverfe, becaufe they
difliked rifques of any kind; but our allies were for it, and Captain
Luis Marin, a wife and valiant officer, flrongly fupported them. As
the

the diftance was but two leagues Sandoval acquiefced. When he advan
ced, the enemy attacked him with their miflile weapons, and after
wounding fome of his men, returned to their ftrong poft in the town.
Our allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to the attack, in which
the Spaniards were obliged to fhew them the way, and difmounting
fome of the cavalry, and leaving the reft in the plain to guard the rear,
they advanced againft the place, which they entered, having a number
wounded in the afcent, and amongft others Sandoval himfelf. But if
the Indians were tardy before, they made up for it now; the Spaniards
not having the trouble of putting the enemy to death, it being entirely
faved them by their allies. Indeed our countrymen thought their time
employed to much better purpofe in fearching for gold, or making good
female prifoners, than in cutting to pieces a parcel of poor wretches
who djd not any longer defend themfelves. They frequently blamed
the cruelty of their allies, and faved many Indians from them. Gomara
lays that the Spaniards fuffered thirft here becauie the water was not to
be drank, on account of the quantity of blood with which it was dis
coloured; the fadt is, that many of th$ wounded Mexicans did come
from the rocks and ridges down to the water in making their efcape,
and it was difcoloured the length of time that it would take to fay an
Ave Maria, but as to our people fuflering thirft on that account, that
muft be untrue, for there were feveral fountains of the fineft water, in
the town.

,

After this fuccefs Sandoval returned to Tezcuco, with a number of
Haves and confiderable ipoils. Guatimotzin the reigning prince of Mex
*
ico was enraged when he heard of the hoftilities committed againft him
by his own people of Chalco, and determined to inflidt immediate punifhment. He now fent acrofs the lake twenty thoufand of his warri
ors in two thoufand canoes, to wafte the province with fire and fword,
fo that at the very moment when the brave Sandoval had arrived at head
quarters, and before he could make the report of his expedition to the
general, there arrived exprefles from Chalco ftating their being in a more
defperate fituation than ever. This put Cortes in a violent paffion with
Sandoval,

Sandoval, thinking that he had been the caufe of this misfortune; and
thus, without hearing him out, when he came to wait upon him, he
commanded his inftant return. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that
he was unworthily treated by Cortes. However he was obliged to re
turn to Chalco. On his arrival he found the bufinefs entirely over,
for the people of that province had fummoned their allies, and repulfed
the Mexicans, fo that our countrymen returned with the prifoners to
head quarters. Cortes was delighted when he heard the event, but San
doval would not fpeak to him. The general made every apology, and
protefted that the whole was owing to a miftake, however, it is unneceffary to fay any more upon the fubjedt, as they fhortly after became as
good friends as ever.

At this time, according to a general proclamation, the Indian flaves
were brought together in order to be marked. The reader is already
acquainted with the tranfaftions at Tepeaca. It was if npffibfe woife
ndw at Tezcuco. Firft there was a fifth for his Majefty, thenanother
fifth for Cortes, and then the (hares of the captains. What was word,
moft of the good female flaves had difappeared during the night! it had
been promifed that they (hould be rated, and the proprietor charged ac
cording to the value; but the royal officers or commiflaries valued them
as they thought proper, fo that the poor foldier fell from bad to worfe.
The confequence of this was, that in future, to avoid lofing them thus,
the foldiers concealed their flaves or palled them as fervants and not pri
foners of war, and thofe who were in favor with Cortes brought them
to be marked privately and paid the value to him. Thofe flaves who
fell to the lot of fuch mafters as treated them ill, or had the name of do
ing fo, immediately deferted and were no more to be found; but the
owners always remained debtors for fo much upon their value in his
Majefty *s books, fo that many were in debt more than their (hare of
prifage of gold could pay off.
At this time arrived a fhip, with arms and gunpowder, from Old
Caftille, in which came Julian de Alderete treafurer for the crown; he
Mm
was

was from Tordefillas, as was alfo Orduna the elder, who, after the conqueft, brought over five daughters whom he married very honorably.
A brother of the order of St. Francis alfo came; he was named Fra Pe
dro Malgarejo de Urrea. He brought with him a number of bulls of
our lord St. Peter, in order to compofe our confciences if we had any
thing to lay to our charge on account of the wars. The reverend father
made a fortune in a few months, and returned to Caftille. Anthonio
Carajaval who now lives in Mexico, though very old, Geronymo Ru
iz de la Mora, one Briones, who was about four years afterwards hang
ed in Guatimala for fedition, Alonzo Diaz de la Reguera now living in
Valladolid, and many others came by this veflel. We now learned that
the Biihop of Burgos had no longer any power, his Majefty having
been difpleafed with his conduct ever fince he knew of our eminent fervices. Another meflage arrived at this moment from Chalco for aftiftance againft the Mexicans, upon which Cortes gave his promife that
he would immediately march thither, although the brigantines were
now ready to launch, and the foldiers were anxious to begin the fiege
of Mexico.

Cortes, leaving the town of Tezcuco to the care of Sandoval, fet
out after mafs, upon his expedition, to clear the diftridt of Chalco, and
reconnoitre the country adjacent to the lake, on friday the fifth of April,
one thoufand five hundred and twenty one, at the head of three hundred
infantry, twenty crofsbow-men and fifteen mufqueteers included, and thir
ty cavalry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcuco and Tlafcala.
. The general was accompanied by the treafurer Alderete, Fray Pedro
Melgarejo, the captains Alvarado, De Oli, and Tapia, and in this ex
pedition I alfo went. The firft night we halted at Talmanalco, and on
the next day reached Chalco, whither Cortes fummoned all the chiefs,
and informed them of his intention immediately to attack Mexieo, re
tiring their affiftance, which they moft readily promifed. On the
next day, Cortes continuing his march, arrived at the town of Chimalacoan, in the fame province, where above twenty thoufand warriors
hgd aflembled to meet us. From the time of my firft arrival in this
country,

country, I never had feen fo many of our allies in one body. They were
thofe of Chalco, Guaxocingo, Tlafcala, Tezcuco, and other places,
and they certainly were attracted by the hope of fpoil, and a voracious
appetite for human flefh, juft as the fcald crows and other birds of prey
follow our armies in Italy, in order to feed on the dead bodies after a
battle.

We here received intelligence, that the Mexican forces and their al
lies of that neighbourhood, were ready and in the field. Cortes there
fore, warned us to be alert, and early the next morning after mafs, as we
proceeded on our march, our route being between two ridges of rocks
the fummits of which were fortified and garrifoned, the enemy endea
vored by outcries and reproaches to draw us to an attack; but we purfued our march, by a large town named Guaztepeque, which we found
abandoned, and pafling through, we arrived at a plain where were fome
very fcanty fountains of water, and hard by was a great rock with a fortrefs on the fummit. We obferved it to be filled with troops, who faluted us on our approach with fhouts, fhowers of ftones, and arrows,
by the firft difcharge of which they wounded three of our foldiers. Cor
tes then ordered us to halt, and obferving that the Mexicans feemed to
defpife us for not attacking them,. he fent a party of cavalry to examine
the rock. On their return they told the general, that no part feemed to,
them fo accefiible as that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us
to afcend, Enfign Chriftoval del Corral with the colours leading us, and
Cortes with the cavalry remaining in the plain to protect the rear.
When we began to afcend the mountain, the Indians threw down
large mafles of rock, and it was dreadful to fee them roll among us, and
a wonder how any of us. efcaped, as they bounded over us. The order
was a very inconfiderate one, and very unlike a wife captain. One foldier though he wore a helmet was killed at my foot; he never uttered a
word; his name was Martin Valenciano. As we continued to afcend,
the ftones ftill came rolling down upon us, and two more foldiers, one
named Gafpar Sanches, nephew to the treafurer of Cuba, and the other
Mm2
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named Bravo, were the next who loft their lives, and immediately after,
Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, and two more knocked down. Moft of
the reft received wounds, but ftill we afeended. I was at that time an
active young man, and followed clofe to our enfign, taking advantage
of the concavities that we found from time to time in the rock. Corral
was wounded in the head, his face covered with blood, and the colours
tattered to pieces. “ Oh fignor Bernal Diaz del Caftillo” faid he to me,
“ here is no advancing; remain under cover, for it is as much as I can
“ do to keep my hold, and preferve myfelf from falling.” Looking
downward I at this time perceived Pedro Barba captain of the crofsbowmen, with two foldiers, climbing up as we had done under the cover
of the projections in the face of tire rack. I called to him not to ad
vance, for that it was impofiible to climb much farther. He replied
in lofty terms, that I fhould defift from talking, and proceed on. I
was a little piqued at this, and exerting my utmoft activity, mounted to
a confiderable diftance higher, telling him I fhould fee how he would
do. At this moment a fhower of large rocks came down, and crufhed
one of the foldiers who were with Barba to death; after having feen
which he did not ftir a ftep. Corral called out to thofe below defiring
them to report to the gerieral the impofiibility of proceeding, and that
even the defeent was full of danger. When Cortes was informed of this,
for he could not fee us on account of the inequalities of the rocks, and
underftood that moft of us were wounded and many killed, a circumftance which he could the readier believe from having had three of the
cavalry killed on the plain by the rolling down of the maffes of rocks,
feven alfo being wounded in the fame manner, he gave fignals for us to
defeend, which we accordingly did, in a very bloody and bruifed con
dition, leaving eight of our party dead.
Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during this time, con
cealed in different places, in order to fall upon us" when we were enga
ged in the attack, for it was a concerted plan. They now fhewed
themfelves, and advanced againft us; we attacked them in the plain and
drove them to fome other ridges of rocks, and advancing through narrow

row paffes like roads between them, ,we found another very ftrong fartrefs fimilar to that we had juft been repulfed from. We now defifted
for the prefent, and returned to our former portion, in order to procure
water, the men and horfes not having drank during the whole day.
We found fome fprings at the foot of the rock, but the numbers of the
enemy had drained them, and left nothing but mud. We then pro
ceeded to the other fortrefs which we had obferved; there was a diftance of about a league and a half between the two. Here, in a grove
of mulberry trees we found a fountain, but very fcanty of water, and
under thefe trees we halted for fome time. At the foot of the rock
whereon the fort was, ftood a fmall village. The people above began
at our approach to fhoot at us, and appeared in much more confiderable
numbers than in the former place, and their fituation was fuch that no
(hot from us could take effect upon them. For fome diftance from the
level ground, there was an appearance of paths up the rock, but it al
together prefented extreme difficulties.
On the enfuing day we attacked, our principal body climbing the
rock very flowly and with great fatigue, nor could we have ever afeended to the works, for they were wounding and deftroying us by rolling
down maffes of rock on our heads, but that fortunately for us there was
within (hot of the poft another rock which commanded it, and to this
all our fire arms and crofsbow-men were detached; and although they
were rather too far off to have much effedt, yet having killed feveral of
the enemy over their ramparts, it threw them off their defence, and they
offered to fubmit. Cortes called for five of their chiefs to defeepd, and
reprehending them for having been the aggreffors, he told them that he
would pardon them on condition that they induced thofe who were in
the other fortrefs to give themfelves up, which they undertook to do.
Cortes then ordered the two captains Juan Xaramillo and Pedro de Ircio,
and the enfign, Corral, to afeend to the fort which had been fuFrendered,
bidding me accompany them, and he at the fame time warned us not to
touch a fingle grain of maiz, This expreffion I confidered as implying
that we ffiould do ourfelves what good we had in our power. We
found
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found it to confift of an extenfive plain on the fummit of a perpendicu
lar rock; the entrance was by an aperture not much larger than twice
the fize of the mouth of an oven. It was completely filled with men,
women, and children, but they had not a fingledrop of water, and about
twenty of their warriors were killed, and many wounded. Their pro
perty was all packed up in bales, and here was alfo a confiderable tri
bute, collected in order to be fent to NIexico. I had brought four of
my Indian fervants with me, and began to load them, and alfo four of
the natives; upon which Captain De Ircio came and told me to lay down
the packs immediately, or he would report me to the general, afking if
I had not heard his orders not to touch a grain of maize. I replied that
I had heard the orders that the maize fhould not be taken, and that was
the reafon why I took the packages; but he would not fuffer any of it
to go, and on our return reported me to Cortes, expecting that I fhould
receive blame; but Cortes was not fo difpofed, faying on the contrary,
that he was forry I had not got the fpoil, and that the dogs fhould keep
their property, and laugh at us, after all the mifchief which they had
done. De Ircio on this wifhed to return thither; but Cortes told him
that the time did not then admit of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived
from the firft fortrefs, the garrifon of which agreed to fubmit, and we
returned, being compelled by want of water, to the town of Guaztepeque, where was the noble garden I have before mentioned. In this
garden our whole force lodged for the night; I certainly never had feen
one of fuch magnificence, and Cortes and the treafurer Alderete, after
they had walked through and examined it, declared that it was admira
ble, and equal to any that they had ever feen in Caftille.

'On'lhe enfuing day we marched for Cuernabaca. The Mexicans
who were in that town came out and .attacked us, but we defeated and
.drove them to a town named Tepuztlan, which we took by furprife,
.making a great booty of Indian women, and other fpoils. Gortes fumT
■moned the chiefs three or four times, to fubmit, and on their refufal to
come in, and in order to ftrike terror into others, fet fire to about one
half of the houfes. At this time the chiefs of a diftricft named Yauhtepeque
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tepeqUe came to wait on Cortes and make their fubmiffion. On the
next day we arrived at the large town of Cuernabaca, or Coadlavaca, in
a very ftrong fituation, on account of a deep ravine caufed by a rivulet
which runs at the depth of at leaft forty feet, although there is not
much water, and which precluded all accefs to the town except by two
bridges, which the inhabitants had broken upon our approach^ Cortes
however being informed that about half a league higher up was a
paffage practicable for the cavalry, * went thither with them, and
we all fearched for pafles, and at length difcovered a very dangerous
one, over fome trees which hung acrofs from the two oppofite tides of
the ravine
*.
About thirty of us, and many Tlafcalans, made our way
over, by the help of thofe trees, witn great difficulty, three fell into the
water, and one broke his leg. It was indeed a truly frightful attempt;
I for a time entirely loft my fight, from the depth and danger. We
who got over, falling on the flank and rear of the enemy unexpectedly,
and being juft then joined by part of our cavalry who had crofled a
bridge which was not entirely deftroyed, now drove the enemy from
this poft, to the neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town we found
confiderable property, and here we were again lodged in a large garden,
belonging to the lord of the diftrid. A deputation of twenty of the
principal Indians waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoftilities comniitted, the blame of which they threw on the Mexicans, offering to
fubmit themfelves and obferving, as I recoiled, that their gods had
been permitted by ours to punifli them.
Suchimileco, the objed of our march, is a large city on the frefli
water lake, in which moft of the houfes are built. As it was late when,
we fet out from Coadlavaca, and the weather exceffively fultry, our troops
fuffered dreadfully from the want of water, not a drop whereof was to
be met with on our route. Our allies fainted on the road in numbers >
one of them died, and alfo one of our foldiers. Cortes feeing the diftrefles of the army, halted under fome pine trees, and fent a party for
ward to feek for relief. When I faw them about to fet off, my friend
Chriftoval de Oli being one of them, I brought three of my Indian fervants

vants with me, and followed the party, which they obferving,
halted in order to make me return, but I was refolved, and De Oli at
laft aflented, telling me I muft expert to fight my way. About half a
league in front were fome villages on the fide of a ridge. The cavalry
went thither and found water in the houfes, and one of my fervants
brought me from thence a large jar, which they ufe in that country, full
of water. I then determined to return, for the inhabitants of the village
had begun to take the alarm. I found Corte?juft fetting forward on
his march, and gave him and the captains a hearty draught each out of
the jar, which my fervants carried very well concealed, for thirft confiders itfelf before any one. We arrived at the villages and found water,
though not much j the fun was then near fetting, and our cavalry came
in and reported that the whole country was in movement againft us ; we
therefore halted here. I was on the night guard, and recoiled: that it
was very windy and rainy. Several of our foldiers were taken ill with
inflamations in the mouth and throat, from eating a fpecies of-thiftle or
artichoke, to quench their thirft.
Early the next morning we purfued our route, and about eight
o’clock arrived at Suchimileco. I can give no idea of the number of the
enemies troops which were gathered here, they were infuch vaft bodies.
They had broken down the bridge which was in front, and fortified,
themfelves with parapets and pallifades; their leaders were armed with
fwords which they had taken from us in the fatal night of Mexico, and
which they had polifhed and made very bright. The attack lafted for
half an hour at the bridge. Some of our people pafled the water by
fwimming, and fome loft their lives in it. What was worft, feveral
bodies fell on our flanks and rear. When our cavalry had.got on firm
ground, with the lofs of two more of our foldiers killed, we drove them
before us, but a reinforcement of at leaft ten thoufand Mexicans juft then
arrived, and received the charge of our cavalry, four of whom they
wounded. Here the good chefnut horfe which our Cortes rode tired
under him amongft a croud of the enemy, who pulled or knocked the
general down, with the intention of taking him alive; more crouds now
gathered
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gathered about him, and were hurrying him off, but a body of our
Tlafcalan allies headed by the brave Chriftoval de Olea came to his refcue, and remounted him, though he was feverely wounded in the head.
Olea alfo received three defperate wounds from the fwords of the
enemy. •

,

As all the ftreets of the town were full of Mexican troops, we
were obliged to divide into bodies and fight feparately; but thofe who
were neareft, knowing by the outcry and noife that it was very ferious
in that part where Cortes commanded, hurried thither, and found him
with about fifteen of the cavalry in a very embarraffed fituation, among
the canals and parapets. We then forced the enemy to give ground,
and brought off our Cortes and Olea. On firft palling the bridge,
Cortes had ordered the cavalry in two divifions, to clear our flanks.
At this time they returned to us, every one dffthem wounded, and re
ported that the numbers were fuch that their efforts were unavailing.
We were in an enclofed court, drefling our wounds with burnt
oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, when the cavalry came in; and in
a Ihort time after, fuch a volley of arrows came among us that very few
efcaped unhurt. We now, together with the cavalry, fallied out among
the enemy, and ufed our fwords to fuch effcdt that they left a confide
rable number behind them on the ground; our lofs being, one man and
two horfos killed. Having now a little breathing time, for the enemy
defifted from their attempt to ftorm our poll, Cortes brought his troops
to the large enclofures where were the temples of the Indians, and fome
of our party going to the top, which commanded Mexico and the whole
lake, perceived above two thoufand canoes coming from the city againft
us full of troops. A body of ten thoufand men alfo marched on the
land fide, to attack us on that night, and another body of ten thoufand
was in readinefs as a relief. All this we learned from five of the chiefs
whom we made prifoners. We polled ftrong guards at thofe places
where the enemy Were to difembark, the cavalry were in readinefs to
a€t upon the roads and firm ground, and conftant patroles were kept
Nn
going
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going during the night. I and ten more foldiers were polled as a guard
upon a wall of lime and flone, which commanded one of the landing
places. While we were on the watch, we heard a noife which We knew
to be occafioned by the approach of a party of the enemy. We were
prepared, and beat them off, fending one of our foldiers to make a re
port to Cortes. The enemy returned in a very fhort time, and attack
ing us again, knocked down two of our party, and then drew off to
attempt a landing at another place, which was a fmall gate upon a deep
canal. The night was very dark, and as thefe people are not accustom
ed to fight during that feafon, it appeared that their two armies fell into
confufion, and contrary to the orders they received, formed in one body,
making at leafl fifteen thoufand men.
I mull now fpeak of myfcff, not meaning it however in the way
of boafl. When our report reached Cortes, he, came to us with ten of
the cavalry, and as he approached without fpeaking, I challenged,
“ who goes there?” and getting no anfwer, I and my comrade, one
Gonzalo Sanchez a Portuguefe of Algarve, fent three or four fhots at
them. Cortes knowing our voices obferVed to thofe with him, that
this poll required no vifiting, for we were two of his veterans. He
then remarked to us that our flation was a dangerous one, and turning
about without faying any more, he continued his rounds. I afterwards
heard that one of Narvaez’s foldiers was whipped for negligence on this
night.

Our powder being all exhaufled, Cortes ordered us to prepare a
good flore of arrows, which we were employed during the night in
heading and feathering, under the directions of Pedro Barba the captain
of the crofsbow-men. At day break the enemy attacked us, but with
out much fuccefs; for we killed feveral of their leaders, and took many
of them prifoners, with the lofs of but one Spaniard killed. Our ca
valry who had advanced, fell in with the Mexicans, and not being
flrong enough to attack them, fent back for afliflance; on which the
w hole of our force fallied out. We charged and defeated the enemy,
and

and made feveral prifoners, who informed us of the plan of the Mexi
cans to wear us out by inceffant attacks. We therefore determined td
quit that place on the enfuing day. In the interim, our troops and
allies having intelligence of the wealth which was in the town, got
fome of the prifoners to point out to them the houfes that contained it,
the approach to which was by a caufeway with fmall bridges over the
canals, for they flood on the frefh water lake. From thefe they return
ed loaded with cotton cloths and other valuables, and this example in
duced others to follow it. Unfortunately, while thus employed, a body
of Mexicans in canoes came upon them, and wounding many, feized
four foldiers of the company of Captain De Monjaraz, alive, and hur
rying them into their veflels, carried them to Mexico in triumph. From
thefe men Guatimotzin the King of Mexico was informed of the fmallnefs of our numbers, and our great lofs in killed and wounded. After
having queftioned them as much as he thought proper, he commanded
their hands and feet to be cut off, and in this , lamentable condition fent
them through many diflridls of the neighbourhood, as a fample of what
he expected to do by us all, and after having thus exhibited them
through the country they were put to death. The enfuing morning
afforded opportunity for frefh attacks upon us, as had been regularly
the cafe for the’four days during which we flaid' in Suchimelco.

Previous to our march, Cortes drew his troops to an open place a
little out of the tOWn, where the market was held. Here he formed us,
and then made a fpeech, wherein he dwelt upon the dangers we had to
go through in our retreat, and the great bodies of the enemy that waited
us on the road; for which reafon, he ftrongly infilled on the neceflity
of leaving all ,the luggage behind; but we replied that we were men
able to defend our properties, our perfons, and'‘his alfo; and that it
would be very paltry in us to abandon whdt we had acquired. When
he faw our determination, he put us in order fob th6 march, the bag« g ag e
the center, and the cavalry forming the advanced and rear guard;
and it was protected alfo by our crofsbow-men, for as to our mtifquetry
it was ufelefs from want of powder. The enemy attacked us upon our
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retreat, purfuing us as far as Cuyocan. There were in this neighbour
hood clutters of towns, each of confiderable magnitude, built in the
water, at the diftance of two leagues from Mexico, and about a league
and an half from each other. They amounted to above ten in number.
It was the inhabitants of all thofe who had joined together at this time
to attack us; their names were Suchimelco, Cuyoacan, Chohuilobufco,
Iztapalapa, Coadlavaca, Mefquique, and others. We halted for two
days at Cuyoacan, which we found abandoned, attending the wounded,
and making arrows for our crofsbows. On the third morning we
fet out upon our march for Tacuba, and Were attacked as ufual, but
our cavalry drove the enemy to their ditches and canals,
Cortes at this time determined to lay an ambufeade, and accordingly
fet out with ten of the cavalry and four fervants. He foon fell in with
a party of Mexicans who fled before him, and imprudently prefling
them too far, a large body of their warriors ftarted out upon him, and
in their firft attack wounded all the horfes, and getting two of the at
tendants of Qortes in, their hands, carried them to Mexico to be facrificed, the reft having a moft narrow efcape. Our main body reached the
head quarters at Tacuba with the baggage in fafety, and not hearing
any thing of Cortes or his party of cavalry, we fufpetfted fome misfor
tune. Alvarado, De Oli, Tapia, I, and fome more therefore went in
fearch of him, towards that part whither we faw them go, and we
foon met two of his fervants, who informed us of what had happen
ed. In a fhort time Cortes came up to us; he was very fad, and
weeping..

When we arrived at our quarters at Tacuba it rained heavily,, arid
we remained under it for two hours in fome large enclofed courts. The
general, with his captains, the treafurer, bur reverend father, and ma
ny others of us, mounted to the top of the temple which commanded
all the lake, and afforded a? moft furprifing and pleafing fpedtacle, from
the .multitude of cities rifing as it were out of the water, and the innu
merable quantity of boats employed in fifhing, or rapidly pafling to and
•* fro.

fro. All of us agreed in giving glory to God, for making us the inflruments of rendering fuch fervices: the reverend father alfo confoled
Cortes, who was very fad on account of his late lofs. When we con
templated the fcenes of what had happened to us in Mexico, and which
we could well trace from where we flood, it made Cortes much more
fad than before. It was on this, that the romance was written which
begins,
Wj7/ rt0“In Tacuba was Cortes, with many a gallant chief,,
“ He thought upon his Ioffes, and bowed his head with grief.
One of our foldiers; the bachelor Alonzo Perez, who was afterwards
fifcal near Mexico, in order to confole him, obferved, that thofe things
were the common fortune of war,' and thatthey could not at prefent
compare him to Nero viewing Rome on fire.. Cortes anfwered that he
was only fad from the reflection of the dangers and fatigues that we
fhould have to go through, but that he would fhortly put his hand to
the bufinefs. Our captains and foldiers now confulted, whether it would
not be eligible to take a view of the caufeway, but it was thought not
prudent, and we Continued our march by Efcapuzalco, which wasafjandoned, to Tenayuca, where, in the great temple, they worfhipped
three ferpents.. From this place, which was alfo abandoned, we pro-_
ceeded to Guatitlan, and during the whole days march it never ceafed
raining; whereby, together with the weight of our arms, we came in
dreadfully fatigued.

The enemy gave us fome alarms in the night, during which it
rained heavily, no watch being kept by us on account of the feverity of
the weather, j as I can teflify, my pofl not having been viiited either by
rounds or corporal. Marching, through four or five towns, which were
abandoned, by a road deep, in mud, we arrived in two. days more atr
Aculman in the diflrfot of Tezcuco, where we found that a- reinforce
ment to our army had newly arrived from Caflille.. On the next day
we^
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we proceeded to Tezcuco, and arrived fatigued, worn out, and diminifhed in numbers.

A confpiracy againft the life of Cortes was at this time forthed, by
an adherent of the goVerhor of Cuba, one Anthonio de Villafana, na
tive of Zamora or of Toro, ‘ and fome of the other foldiers of Narvaez,
whole names I will not mention. The aflaffination was to have been
executed in the following manner. .A veflel having lately arrived from
Caftille, a- letter was to be brought to the general, as from his father,
and as if it had come by that opportunity; which letter was to be de
livered as he fat at table with his officers and foldiers, and when he had
opened, and Was in the adt of reading it, the confpirators Were to fall
on and aflaffinate him with their poinards^ together with all of us who
were in his company. When every thing was arranged
*
the confpira
tors communicated their' intentions to two principal perfons whom I will
not name, but who had been on the expedition with us, one of whom
on the death of Cortes they meant to have appointed captain general.
The offices of algtiazil major, efffigh, alcaldes, regidor,- contador,
treafurer, veedor, and others of this kind were to have been filled up
from among the foldiers of Narvaez, ahd they had divided artiongft
them otir properties and horfes. The bufinefs Was difcovoted two days
after our arrival at TeZcUco, by God’s mercy,2 who did not chufe that
New Spain fhould have been fo loft; for if We had b£eh put to death,
all would have fallen into confufion and faction. ,

• It feems a faithful foldier made the difcovery to Cortes, who im
mediately took proper fteps to prevent the mifchief from fpreading, for
he underftood it to be conducted by perfons of quality2 As foon as it
was made clear to him, he gave large rew’ards for the information.
He then communicated it tb all our 'captains; namely, alvarado, De
Lugo, De Oli, SandoVal, and Tapia, alfo to me, and to the two Al
caldes of that year, Luis Marin, and Pedro de Ircio; in ffioit fb all of
his party. As foon as we knew of it we prepared ourfelves, and attend
ed Cortes to the quarters of Villafana, where we found him and many
others

others of the confpirators. The four alguazils feized Villafana; the
others attempted to.efcape by flight, but Cortes ordered them to be detainedj and fame of them he committed, to pjifon. Cortes then took
from the bofom of Villafana a paper, with the fignatures of thofe who.
were, concerned with him, in confideration for whom however, he caufed the report to be circulated, that it had been fwallowed by'Villafana,
without his having feen it. He was immediately put upon his trial, but
voluntarily made a confeflion, according to which, and to the teftimony
of many witnefles, he was condemned by his judges, the two alcaldes,,
conjointly with Cortes, and De Oli who. fat by virtue of his office.
Shortly after his condemnation, having confeffed himfelf to the reve
rend Father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a window of the apart
ment.

Of the feveral others who were arrefted, no more were proceeded
againft /. enough having been done for example and intimidation. Cor
tes however to prevent fuch attempts in future thought it prudent to ap
point a guard for his perfon, compofed of valiant and faithful foldiers.
They were fcledted from thofe who had been with him from the firft,
and were commanded by a gentleman named Anthonio de Quinones.
Henceforward, although he fhowed great attention to thofe who had
been in the confpiracy, and treated them in the beft manner, he took,
care to be on his guard with them.
At this time came out an order for all the prifoners to be brought
to an appointed place, in order to be marked.. Not to take up time with
repetitions of the ftory I will fum up all in one obfervation which is, that
if what was ill done the firft time, was worfe done the fecond, this,
third was worft of all r for after the royal fifth had been drawn out,.
Cortes took his own-, and then came no lefs than thirty fucceffive drafts
for the captains. Befides, thofe handfome and good female prifoners
which we put in to be marked were ftolen out of the crowd, and were
kept concealed until it was- no longer inconvenient to produce t,hem.

The

The brigantines were now finifhed, and the canal brought to a
fufficient width and depth to float them to the lake. Cortes therefore
ifliied a circular notice to all the diflridts of our alliance in the neigh
bourhood of Tezcuco, to fend him each within the fpace of the next
eight days, eight thoufand arrow heads made of copper; alfo an equal
number of fhafts, of a particular wood. By the expiration of the given
time the whole number was brought, executed to a degree of perfection
which exceeded the pattern. Captain P. Barba who commanded the
crofsbow-men ordered each of his foldiers to provide themfelves with
two cords and nuts, and to prove the range of their bows, for one of
the laft fhips which came from Caflille had brought out a fupply of the
materials to make cords, and alfo of powder. Cortes ordered the caval
ry to have their lances well pointed, and to ufe their horfes to daily exercife; and he at this time fent an exprefs to Xicotenga the elder, otherwife Don Lortnzo de Vargas, for twenty thoufand of the warriors of
his nation, and thofe of Guaxocingo and Cholula; and he fent fimilar
notices to Chalco and Talmalanco, fummoning them to a general rent
dezvous, on the day after the feaft of the Holy Ghoft, at which time
Don Hernando our ally of Tezcuco was alfo to join us with all his
forces.
.
On the day after the feftival of the Holy Ghofl„ Cortes infpedled
his army in the large quadrangles of Tezcuco. They amounted to eigh
ty four cavalry, fix hundred and fifty infantry with fword and buckler
tor lances, and one hundred and ninety four mufqueteers and crofsbowmen. Out of this number he took for the fervice of his fleet twelve of
the mufqueteers or crofsbow-men, and twelve of the other infantry for
rowers, under the command of a captain, to each veflel; he alfo diftributed twenty canndniers through the whole fleet, which he armed with
what guns fit for this fervice we had in our ftores.

Having thus diftributed his force, Cortes gave the following or
ders. Firft, no perfon to utter any blafphemy againft our Lord Jefus
Chrift, the Holy Virgin his mother, the Holy Apoftles, nor any other
of

of the faints, under heavy penalties. Second, no foldier to ill treat our
allies in their perfons or properties. Third, no foldier to abfent himfelf from his quarters on any pretence. Fourth, every foldier to be ful
ly provided with arms offenfive and defenfive. Fifth, no foldier to
flake his horfe or arms at gaming. Sixth, no foldier to fleep out of
armour, or without his weapons befide him, except in cafe of wounds
or ficknefs. Laftly, penalty of death for fleeping on, or abfence from
a centinels poft, abfence from'quarters without leave, quitting the ranks
in the field, or flight in battle.
Although a number of our people had ferved as failors before, there
was a great averfenefs on the prefent occafion among them to a<ft as
rowers. The general was therefore obliged to make enquiry, and confidering all thofe who belonged to, or were natives of Palos, Moguer,
Triano, El Puerto, or any other feaport, or who had been known to
have been employed in fifhing, as being of the profeflion, he ordered
them to the oars, and although many of thefe brought their gentility
as an objection, he would not hear of it, but enforced his orders; by
which he obtained one hundred and fifty, who were, as it will appear
in the fequel, better fituated than any of us who had to bear the weight
and dangers of the field. The crews being embarked, each brigantine
hoifted a. royal ftandard, and alfo its peculiar one. The general then
appointed the captains as follows: Garci Holguin, Pedro Barba, Juan
de Limpias Carvajal the deaf, Juan Xaremillo, Geronymo Ruiz de la
Mora, Carvajal his companion who is now very old and lives in the
ftreet of St. Francis, one Portillo, a good foldier with an handfome
wife, Zamora, mafter of a (hip, now living in Guaxaca, Colmenero a
mariner and brave foldier, Lerma, Gines Nortes, Briones native of Sal
amanca, another whofe name I have forgotten, and Miguel diaz de Auz.
To thefe he gave inftrudtions how they were to adt, and with what of
ficers of the land forces they were to cooperate.

At this time arrived the army of our allies of Tlafcala under the
command of the younger Xicotenga. He brought with him his two
Oo
brothers.
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brothers. In this army alfo came fomeof the warriors of Cholula, and
Guaxocinga, but not in any confiderable number. The alacrity of the
whole body appeared in their arrival a day previous to that appointed;
they advanced in great parade, each chief having a ftandard with their
national device, a white fpread eagle, embroidered upon it. They en
tered the town in high fpirits, fhouting “Caftilla! Camilla! Tlafcala I
“ Tlafcala! live the Emperor!” and it was about three hours from the
time of the arrival of their advanced party, until the rear had come in.
Cortes, with many compliments, difmified them to their.quarters, and
promifing to make them all rich on their return to their native country.
We now heard that the Mexicans had put to death three of our foldiers
who had been left by Pizarro to fearch for mines, one only, named Bar
rientos, efcaping to Chinanta, where he was protected.

Our general made his difpofition for the attack upon the city of
Mexico as follows.
Pedro de Alvarado, with one hundred and fifty infantry, thirty
cavalry, eighteen mufqueteers and crofsbow-men, and eight thoufand
Tlafcalans was to take port at Tacuba, having to aflift him Jorge de Al
varado his brother, Gutierre de Badajos, and Andres de Monjaras, each
of whom was captain of a company, confifting of fifty infantry, and a
third of the crofsbow-men and mufqueteers, the cavalry being command
ed by Alvarado, in perfon. To this detachment I was appointed.
Chrifioval de Oli, having under him the captains Andres, de Tapia,.
Francifco Verdugo, Francifco de Luga, thirty cavalry, one hundred
and feventy five infantry, twenty mufqueteers and crofsbow-men, and
eight thoufand Indians was to take port at Cuyoacan, and Gonzalo de
Sandoval, with captains Luis Marin and P. de Ircio, at the head of
twenty four cavalry, one hundred and fifty infantry, fourteen mufque
teers and crofsbow-men, and upwards of eight thoufand Indians was
to take his poll at Iztapalapa. The two firft named divifions were to
march by the right,, the third in the oppofite di red! ion. Sandovals
party
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party had alfo orders not to march, until Cortes who commanded the
flotilla in perfon fhould launch out upon the lake.

I mutt now advert to another affair which happened at this time.
The divifions of the two captains in chief Alvarado and De Oli being
prepared to fet out, in order not to be incumbered with our Indian allies
on the march, we fent them off one day before us, with orders to halt
and wait for our arrival when they came upon the Mexican territory.
The Tlafcalans purfuing their march, Chichimacatecle remarked the
abfence of the younger Xicotenga, the commander in chief. On en
quiring it was found that he had fecretly gone away on the preceding
night to Tlafcala, there to feize and poffefs himfelf of the property
and territory of Chichimacatecle, thinking this a good opportunity, in
the abfence of that chief and of the other warriors of his nation, and
fearing no oppofition fince the death of Maxicatzin. His difinclination
to the expedition had alfo been apparent from the firft. Chichimacate
cle, on difcovering the defign againft him, immediately returned to
Tezcuco to inform Cortes, who on hearing it difpatched five of the
chiefs of Tezcuco and two of Tlafcala after Xicotenga, with a mellage
from him to requeft his return. His anfwer was, that if Maxicatzin
and his old father had believed him, they would not be now ridden by
Cortes in the manner they were, and he abfolutely refufed to return.
This anfwer being fent back to Cortes, he commanded an alguazil at
*
tended by four of the cavalry and five chiefs of Tezcuco, to fet out im
mediately, giving them orders, wherever they found Xicotenga, to
feize and hang him without ceremony. Alvarado interceded ftrongly
for him, but ultimately to no purpofe, for although Cortes appeared to
liften to him, the party which arrefted Xicotenga in a town fubjedt to
Tezcuco, there hung him under private orders of Cortes not to let him
go from them alive, and as fome fay with the approbation of his
father.
This affair detained us one day, and on the next, the two detach
ments of Alvarado and De Oli marched by the fame route, and halted
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for the night, in a place fubjedl to Tezcuco named Aculma. Here a
difagreeable affair had. like to have taken place. It appeared that De
Oli had fent forward to take quarters, and had appropriated every houfe
in the town to his own company, marking them by putting green
branches on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado’s detachment arrived,
we had not a place to lodge in. Our foldiers immediately flood to their
arms to fight thofe of De Oli, and the two captains had already chal
lenged each other, but feveral of the more moderate officers interfering,
they were pacified for the prefent. An exprefs was immediately fent to
Cortes, who wrote to everyone of any influence amongft our detachments,
condemning the fleps which had been taken, and earneflly recommend
ing a reconciliation. After, this Alvarado, and De Oli never were friends.

We continued our march for two days more, by Mexican cities
which were abandoned,, the lafl of which was Guatitlan; and on the
third, paffing the towns of Tenayuca and Efcapuzalco where we foundour allies * waiting for us, we proceeded to Tacuba.
The enemy gave notice by their noifes that they were about us in
great numbers, and our two detachments, it was fettled, fhould on the
enfuing day go to cut the aqueduct of Chapultepeque. At the time ap
pointed, we fet out with our allies, and though the enemy attacked us
in our march, we fucceeded, deflroying the pipes, fo that from that .day,
no more frefli water came to Mexico. It was now determined to try
our fortune againfl the city, and fee if we could not at leafl get pofleffioq
of a bridge upon the caufeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, the
immenfe number of boats, and of their troops on the land, was a fubj.edt of aftoniihment. By the firfl volley of their arrows they killed three
and wounded thirty of our foldiers; neverthelefs we advanced to the
bridge, the enemy, as it were by flratagem, receding, and now we were
upon a caufeway twenty feet wide, expofed as a butt to the arrows of
thofe on the water on both our flanks, Qur mufquetry and crofsbows
had no effcdt whatever on their canoes they were fo well protected; as
to
* The whole number of whom amounted to feventy thoufand.
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to the cavalry their horfes were all wounded, and if they purfued the
enemy a little diftance on the caufeway, they were flopped by the para
pets which they had built acrofs it, and which they defended with long
lances; and when our infantry advanced againft them in front, the ene
my threw themfelves into the water. Thus we were fighting them for
upwards of an hour, their numbers increafing from every part of the
lake, and our allies only encumbering the caufeway. Being utterly
unable to refill the enemy who were on the water we determined to re
tire, which we did, leaving eight dead and having above fifty wounded^
the enemy purfuing us clofety .

On the enfuing day, Captain De Oli proceeded with his detach
ment for Cuyoacan; he talked in terms of difapprobation of the pre
ceding expedition, laying the blame on the rafhnefs of Alvarado. We
all were felicitous that the two captains Ihould remain together, and cer
tainly their feparation was very imprudent, for had the enemy known
the fmallnefs of our number,, they would have fallen on and deftroyed
either detachment, during the- four or five days that we were feparated,
and before the arrival of Cortes with the flotilla. In thefe two pofitions our detachments remained for the above period, without ventur
ing to pay another vifit to the Mexican caufeways. During this time
the enemy frequently fent bodies of their troops to the main land, and.
annoyed us with attacks in our quarters.
Sandoval with his detachment left Tezcuco on the fourth day after,
the feaft of Corpus Chrifti, and marching through a friendly country,
arrived in front of the town of Iztapalapa. On his arrival he immedi
ately attacked the enemy in that place, and burned many of the houfes
which were built on the firm ground; but frelh bodies of Mexicans
came both by land and water to their relief, and while thus occupied,
our troops obferved a ftnoke to rife from the top of a hill, above the town,
which was anfwered in the fame manner at other points round the lake,
and this we found to be a fignal for the information of the enemy, that
our flotilla was launched; a circumftance which occafioned them to
relax.

relax in their hoftilities againft Sandoval. He now remained unmolefted in his infulated fituation, in a part of the town of Iztapalapa, between
which and Cuyoacan there were no means of communication but by a
caufeway which erodes the lake, and the paflage of which was imprac
ticable in the face of the enemy.

Cortes when he brought his flotilla upon the lake, firft went to
attack a rock which forms a fmall ifland juft by Mexico, and on which
many of the natives as well of that neighbourhood as of other parts had
taken refuge. As foon as the enemy difcovered his intention, their
whole force from every part.of the lake proceeded againft him. When
our general perceived the immenfe number of large boats full of fight
ing men, for it exceeded four thoufand, he drew his flotilla into an
open part of the lake, and ordered his captains to wait patiently for a
breeze of wind which was juft then begining to fpring up. The ene
my thinking this was owing to fear, began to clofe round him with
great triumph, and juft at this moment the wind riling in his favor,
the whole fleet fet fail, plying their oars at the fame time; bearing down
upon the Mexican canoes in this manner, they funk a number of them,
and compelled the reft to take lhelter in the recedes on the iides of the
lake.
After this Cortes failed for Cuyoacan. Here he had another at
tack by the Mexicans, who aflailed his veflels from the temples on rhe
land, as well as with their canoes; but he brought four guns to bear
upon them, and did confiderable execution; although, by fome mifmanagement of the gunners, his powder magazine blew up, wounding
many of his people. This misfortune obliged him to detach his lighteft veflel to Sandoval for a fupply. At Cuyoacan he remained with the
flotilla for two days, and here I will leave him to relate what pafled in
the detachment of Alvarado. When we perceived that the flotilla was
upon the lake, we marched out upon the caufeway as far as the bridge,
where we pafled our time in a repetition of engagements with the ene
my, but to little effect, farther than repairing the pafles in our rear as
we
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we advanced, nor did we naw fuflfer the cavalry to come to the caufe
way.
■ ■ , '
' z
Sandoval had found that in his prefent position he could not fufficiently annoy the enemy, who were cflablifhcd in the houfes built in
the water i he therefore advanced by a caufeway to a place which corn*
manded them better. This being perceived from Mexico, a large de
tachment was fent in canoes, with directions to cut the caufeway behind
our troops. Cortes obferving this fet fail with his veflels for their re
lief, ordering De Oli to go thither with a body of troops by the caufe
way. Having relieved Sandoval, the general ordered this detachment
to a place named Tepeaquilia, where is now built the church of Nueftra
Senora. de Guadelupe, in which: many wonderful miracles have been,
and are, performed.

As it was impoflible for our troops to advance upon the caufeways
without their flanks being fecured on the water
*
the flotilla was form
ed into three divifions, and one of them attached to each of the three
corps of our army; that is to fay, four fhips to Alvarado, fix to De Oli,
and two to Sandoval, making in all twelve,, for the thirteenth, named
**. Bufca Ruido, or follow the noife,"' being foqnd. to be too fmall, was,
ordered to be laid up, and her crew divided among the reft, as we had
twenty very badly wounded already on board the fhips. Alvarado nowr
ordered us out upon the caufeway, and placing two of the fhips on each
fide, he thereby protected the flanks. We drove the enemy from feve
ral bridges and barricades, but after fighting during the whole day, ,we?
were obliged at night to retreat to our quarters, almoft every, man of
us wounded, by the fhowers of arrows and ftones, which exceeded ima~
gination; for we were attacked conftantly by frefh- troops bearing differ
ent devices, by land, while from the terraces of the houfes, the enepiy
commanded our fhips. As we could not leave a party to fecure what
we got in the day, at night the enemy repoflefled. themfelves of the
bridges,, and put better defences on them'. They deepened .the water in$
fome places, and in the, fhallow. part they dug pits, and placed canoes,

Uh

in ambufcade, which they fecured from the attacks of our veflcls by
pallifades under the water. This was the manner in which they oppofed us every day. The cavalry as I before obferved could do nothing j
the enemy had built parapets acrofs the caufeways which they defended
with long lances, and even had an attack been practicable, the foldiers
would not rifk their horfes, which at this time coft eight hundred crowns,
and fome more than one thoufand; nor indeed were they to be had at
any price.

When we arrived at night, we were employed in curing our
wounds, and a foldier named Juan Catalan alfo healed them by charms
and prayers, which^ with the mercy of our Lord Jefus, recovered us
very faft. But wounded or not, we were obliged to go againft the ene
my every day, as otherwife our companies would not have been twenty
men ftrong. When our allies faw that the before mentioned foldier
cured us by charms and prayers, all their wounded came to him, fo
that he had more bufinefs on his hands than he knew what to do with.'
Every day our eniign was difabled, not having it in his power to carry
the colours, and defend himfelf. Corn we had fufficiency of, but we
wanted refreftiments for the wounded. What prcferved us was the plant
called “quilites,” cherries while in feafon, and “tunas ” or Indian figs.
'The fituation of our other parties round the lake was fimilar to what I
have here defcribed.
The enemy in the city rufiied out on the fignaF being made from
the top of the great temple of Taltelulco; and thefe attacks were made
every day, and repeated by frefh troops, who were formed and marched
out in fiiGceflion. Finding that we gained fo little and loft fo much, we
refolved to change our plan of operations. There was on our caufeway
a final! open place, where were fome buildings for religious worfhip ;
here we eftabliflied a poft, arid lodged ourfelves, though very badly, as
every (bower of rain came in upon us, leaving our cavalry and Indian
allies to fecure our rear in Tacuba, from which place we were fupplied
with bread. From this time, as we advanced, we filled the water cuts
which

which interfered the caufeway, and proftrated the houfes which were
on each fide of it; for it was exceeding difficult to fet them on fire,, nor
could the flames communicate from one to another, on account of the
water which was between them, and if we threw ourfelves into the
water to fwim to a houfe, the enemy deftroyed us from, their terrafles.
We guarded every pafs day and night as we gained it, , and our method
of keeping guard was as follows.
■
'

The company which was firft for duty took it from fun fet to
midnight with forty men; the fecond company with the fame number
came on at midnight, and remained until two hours before day break,
the firft guard not quitting the poft, but fleeping on the ground; this
fecond guard watched the hour’s of lethargy, and after them came on
the third company for the two hours until day, at which time, as thofe
who were relieved did not quit the poft, there were an hundred and
twenty men at the guard. Sometimes our whole detachment remained
under arms during the night, for our prifoners had informed us that it
was the intention of the Mexicans, by a great effort, to force our poft,
as they knew that by fo doing they would entirely difconcert the plans
of the other two; and it was intended that the nine towns in and about
the lake, including outs of Tacuba, together with Ezcapuzalco and
Tenayuca, fhould make a joint effort, and attack us in the rear while
the Mexicans attacked us in front. It was at the fame time intended to
carry off" our luggage and bakery in Tacuba. This intelligence we im
mediately communicated to our cavalry, warning them and our allies to
be well on their guard.

As we had been informed, fo it happened; we were attacked for
feveral nights in fucceffion, from midnight to the break of day. The
enemy fometimes came on with great noife, at others ftole upon us in
filence, but during the night their attacks were never made with fo much
refolution as in the day. We were however harraffed to death with
wounds, fatigues, wind, rain, and cold. The place where we were
pofted was now mud and water, and our miferable food of maize, and
herbs
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herbs withall! but, as our officers laid, Rich is the fortune of war! with
all our Offerings nothing effectual was gained: the parapets we threw
down, or the ditches we filled up during the day, the enemy replaced
in the enfuing night. What ufe was our cutting off their water, or
clofing their caufeways againft them, when they were fupplied by canoes with whatever they wanted from the neighbouring towns on the
lake? In order to prevent this, it was determined that two of our veffels
fhould cruife during the night, to intercept them. This was found to
anfwer in a confiderable degree, but ftill fome efcaped into the city.

The Mexicans had the boldnefs at this time to form a plan for the
furprife of thefe veffels. For this purpofe they prepared thirty of their
largeft piraguas, and concealed them among feeds, fending two or three
canoes along the lake, as if conveying provisions, by way of a bait for
our veflels. The Mexicans had alfo fixed piles of large timber below the
water, in the direction which our (hips were to be drawn in. The ca
noes being perceived by our people, two veffels fallied out upon them;
the others appeared to take fright, and rowed towards the ambufcade,
followed by our veffels, which as foon as they arrived near enough,
were furrounded by the thirty piraguas. By the firft difcharge they
wounded every officer, foldier, and rower, on board; and the veflels
could riot ftir on account of the piles of timber. The enemy continu
ing their attacks, killed a captain named Portilla; he was a gentleman
who had ferved in Italy. Captain Pedro Barba alfo of the crofsbowmen died of his wounds, and the veflels fell into their hands. Thefe
belonged to the principal divifion, which Cortes commanded; he was
much exafperated, but in the courfe of a fhort time repayed them well
in their own way.
Cortes as alfo our other chiefs, by his order, purfued their plan of
advancing againft the city. As they gained ground, they threw down
the houfes, and with the materials filled up the ditches or canals which
crofled the caufeways; and our brave Tlafealan allies rendered us the
greateft fervices, during the whole war. The Mexicans oppofed our
progrefs

progrefs by breaking a bridge in the rear of their parapets and barricades,
where the water was very deep, leaving one obvious pafs as a decoy,
and in other parts, pit falls under the water; they alfo made parapets
on both fides of the breach, they placed palifades in the deep water
where our veflels could approach, and they had canoes manned ready to
fally out upon the fignal given. When they had made thefe prepara
*
tions they advanced againft us in three bodies, one by the fide of Tacuba, the other by the ruins of the houfes which had been deftroyed, and
the third by the caufeway, where they,had made the works. Alvarado
had brought part of his cavalry to our poft, fince the houfes were de
ftroyed. We repulfed the enemy on all fides, and one party of us hav
ing forced them from the work I have mentioned, crofted the water,
up to our necks, at, the pafs they had left open, and followed them, un
til we came to a place where were large temples and towers of idols.
Here we were aflailed by freih troops from the houfes and roofs, arid
thofe whom we purfued faced about and came againft us. We were
obliged to retreat, which we did with regularity, but when we came
to the water, we found that the enemy in their canoes had got pofleflioti
of the pafs where we had crofted. We were therefore obliged to look
for other places, but as they came prefting on us, We were at length
compelled to throw ourfelves into the lake and get over as we could.
Thofe who were not able to fwim fell into the pits ;' the enemy clofed in
upon them, wounded moft, and took five of our foldiers alive.- The
veflels which came to our relief could not approach, being embarrafled
among the palifades, and here they loft two foldiers. It was a wonder
that we were not all deftroyed in the pit falls;' a number of the enemy
laid hands on me, but our Lord Jefus Chrift gave me force to difengage
my arm, and by dint of a good fword, I got free:: from them, though
wounded, and arrived on the dry ground, where I fainted away, and
remained fenfelefs for a time. This was owing to my great exertions,
arid lofs of blood. ‘ When this mob hadft'heif claivs'oh me, SI recom
mended myfelf to our Lord arid his blefled mother,' and they heard-hay
prayer, glorified be they for all their mercies 1-brie of our cavalry croffed the water with us this day-f he and his horfe dvere killed? JFortd-.
Pp 2
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nately, the reft were with Alvarado, in Tacubaj had they been with us
they muft have been all deftroyed from the tops of the buildings, for
the acftion took place as it were within the very city. After this fuccefs
the enemy kept us conftantly employed during the day and night, by
attacks upon our pofts. Cortes was much diflatisfied at hearing of our
defeat, which he confidered as owing to our negledl of his- directions
that the cuts acrofs the caufeways fhould be filled with timber and fods
as we advanced.’

In the fpace of four days, and with the lofs of fix foldiers, we
completely filled up this great aperture, and here we eftablifhed our ad
vanced poft, the enemy having one oppofite to us. Their method of
keeping guard was this; they made a great fire in their front, which
concealed them from our view, except when they came to renew the
fire, as it was fometimes extinguifhed by the rains, which were at that
feafon frequent and heavy. They kept profound filence on guard, nor
was it ever interrupted except by their fignals, which were given by a
whittle. Our fhot did no execution among them, for they fortified
their poft by a parapet and a new ditch. Having defcribed the manner
in which guard was kept on each fide, I will now give an account of
dur daily employment. In the morning we marched againft the enemy;
after engaging them during the whole day we retreated, towards even
ing, covered with wounds, firft clearing the caufeway of our allies
whofe numbers embarrafled us, a circumftance the enemy were watch
ful to take advantage of; after which we fell back ftep by ftep, firing
at the enemy as they advanced,, and being flanked by the armed veflels,
until we reached our poft. When we arrived in our quarters we fat
down to our mifery of maize cakes, herbs, and tunas, curing our
wounds with oil, andremaining all night fubjeCt to conftant alarms.

Cortes and his party were employed in the fame manner, and his
lofs in killed and wounded was by this: time become very confiderable.
He. conftantly fent out veflels at night to fcour the lake, and one night
they brought in- to him fome prifoners of confequence; from them he
' .-t d
learned
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learned that the enemy had formed an ambufcade fimilar to their former
one, of forty piraguas and the fame number of canoes. Cortes then
prepared fix veflels, and fent them during the night, and with muffled
oars, to a place of concealment within a quarter of a leagues diftance of
that of the enemy. It muft be obferved that the bufhes and tall reeds,
and the water cuts at the edges of the Jake, favored thofe deceptions.
Early in the morning one of our veflels was fent as if in. fearch of the
Mexican canoes which went with provifions to the city,, the prifoners
being put on board it in order to point out the place where their flotilla
was concealed. The enemy alfo played off the deception of loaded ca
noes to draw us thither, and thefe- canoes pretending to endeavor to efcape, rowed towards the ambufcade
laid
*
by their party; our veflel purfued them very near it, and then brought to, as if from apprehenfion.
The enemy’s flotilla perceiving that (he did not advance, (allied out on
her, thofe on board of her rowing towards that part where our (hips
were concealed. When they found that the enemy were brought to that
point where we wifhed them to be, the crew fired two Ihots as a fignal
to our ambufcade, immediately on which the veflels pufhed out, and
falling on the enemy ran down feveral, and difperfed the reft, making
a number of prifoners. This gave them enough- of ambufeades, nor
did they from that time run acrofs to Mexico fo openly as before..

The people of the cities in the lake growing tired of this warfare,,
waited on Cortes at this time in order to make fubmiflion, declaring
that they had been forced into hoftility by the Mexicans. Cortes re
ceived them with affability, gave them affurances of protection accord
ing to their behaviour, and at the fame time told them that he expected
their afliftance in the fupply of boats and provifions, and in erecting
barracks, for the troops. This they promifed readily, but performed
very badly, . ■ Cortes had huts built for his detachment, but the reft re
mained expofed to the weather, a very fevere duty in itfelf in that
climate, where during the months of June, July, and Auguft, it rains
continually.,,r<
:
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Our detachment perfevered in filling up every ditch and canal as
we proceeded with the materials of the houfes which we deflroyed; and
conftantly gained temples., bridges, or houfes which flood feparate from
each other, and were acceflible by draw-bridges only. To prevent jealouly, the companies took the working and covering parties alternately,
and towards evening, when we drew off, the whole flood to their arms,
and retreated, fending our Indian allies before us. The latter rendered
us moft important afliftance in the working duty, both in pulling down
the houfes, and filling the apertures. Sandoval during this time was
obliged to fuftain conftant attacks, and Cortes on his fide attacked one
of the out pofts of the city, where the canal which crofled the caufeway
was too deep to be forded. The enemy had fortified it ftrongly, and
defended it both by land and water. Cortes commanded the attack in
perfon, and with fuccefs ; but at night he was obliged to retire without
filling the ditch, and with the lofs of four Spaniards killed and above
thirty wounded, for the pafs was commanded from the terraces, and
the pallifades made in the water prevented the approach of the veffels.

Guatimotzin flow determined to wear us out by continual efforts.
Accordingly, on the twenty firft of June, the anniverfary of the day of
our entry into Mexico, the enemy attacked us at every point with their
whole force by land and water, at the hour of the fecond fleep, or of
lethargy, that is two hours before day. The number fit for duty at our
poll was one hundred and twenty; our allies we had fent entirely off
the caufeway, and it was with our utmoft efforts that We could refill
the enemy.; we at length however repulfed them from all Our pofts, but
with the lofs of many killed and wounded. Alvarado’s detachment
loft two'foldiers ©ft this occafion. The enemies attacks were continued
for two nights jUcceflaVely upon the different pofts, and they afterwards
concentrated their whole force in an aflault upon ours, which took place
/at day break. "This Was the moft defperate of all ; if our allies had been
with us we’ fhould haveheen loft. Our cavalry on this occafion laved
pur flunks, and we had confiderable fupport from our Ihips. Eight of
our
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our foldiers were killed in this attack, and Alvarado was wounded; but
we ultimately beat the enemy off, and alfo made four of their chiefs priloners. I fear to tire my readers with this repetition of battles. For
ninety three days together were we employed in the fiege of this great
and ftrong city, and every day and every night we were engaged with
the enemy. Of courfe they muft pardon what my duty as an hiflorian
compels me to relate; ftill were I to extend my narrative to include every action which took place, it would be alriioft endlefs, and my hiftory would refemble, that of Amadis, and the other books of chi
valry.
Cortes growing weary of delay, called a council of war, relative
to a general ailault upon the city. His plan was, to march by the three
caufeways, and to endeavour to gain the great fquarc, where, uniting
our whole force, we fhould command all the ftreets leading to it.
Upon, this propofal there was a great difference of opinion, for many
thought our prefent method of proceeding by filling the canals as we
advanced, deftroying the houfes, and making a road with the materials,
was preferable, to that recommended by Cortes, whereby, in going into
the heart of the city, We fhould become the befieged inftead of being
the befiegers, and fall exactly into the fituation in which we were when
obliged to fly from Mexico. We fhould alfo they faid be involved in
greater difficulties than formerly, for the enemy would now bring their
whole power by land and water upon us
* fo that we fhould have to con
tend with them in the city, on the lake, and all round it, without the
poffibility of retreat, which they could preclude by cutting the caufeways.
When Cortes had heard the opinions of all, and the good reafpns upon
which they were founded, the refult was, that he gave orders for out
whole force, together with our allies, to attack the city on the enfuing
day, and fd get pofleflion of the great fquare.

On the next morning therefore
*
having heard mafs, and recom
mending ourfelves to God, our three detachments marched againft the
enemy’s polls ift their front. Thofe commanded by Cortes and Sando
*
r
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val met with lefs violent oppofition than that which fell to the lot of the
divifion of Alvarado, to which I belonged. In our attack upon the
firft dike, moft of the Spaniards received wounds, one was killed, and
above one thoufand of our allies killed or wounded. Cortes at firft bore
down all before him, and having driven the enemy from a poft where
the water was very deep and the caufeway very narrow, he was induced
to purfue them in their retreat to the city , his Indian allies crouding
clofe after the Spaniards. The enemy induced him by frequent halts
and feigned attacks to continue the purfuit, and the caufeway had been
narrowed, to anfwer their deiign. It was the will of our Lord, that
Cortes and his captains fhould be fo negligent as to omit filling the
♦ ditch, which they had palled. The caufeway was alfo in fome parts
. covered with water, and deep in mud. When the enemy faw our Cor
tes thus run into the trap which they had laid, multitudes in canoes fallied out againft him and took him on his flanks and rear, his own
veflels not being able to approach on account of the pallifadoes. It be
came now neceflary for the troops to retreat, which they did at firft with
great regularity, but when they came to the narrow pafs I have before .
mentioned, the difficulty of the ground, with the fury of the attack,
from a retreat turned it into a race, our people flying before the enemy
without attempting to defend themielves. Our Cortes ufed every exer
tion to rally them but in vain; he received a wound in the leg from the
enemy on board the canoes at the pafs, where they killed fix of our hor
fes, and carried off feventy two Spaniards alive. Six chiefs feized upon
Cortes, but it was the will of God that he fhould efcape, for that Vali
ant foldier Chriftoval de Olea, feeing his general’s danger, flew to his
afliftance, as did another brave man named Lerma. Olea with his own
hand killed four of the fix Mexican chiefs, gallantly lofing his own life
in defence of his general, and Lerma efcaped with the greateft difficulty.
Other foldiers now arrived to the afliftance of our Cortes; amongft the
number was Quinones captain of his guards. They took him out of
the water in their arms, and placing him on a horle, hurried him off
from the crowd of enemies, and fhortly after, his major domo named
Chriftoval de Guzman,, brought one of his own horfes for him. The
enemy
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enemy followed up their attack with ardour, and the unfortunate Guz
man being feized by them was carried alive to Mexico. Cortes and the
lhattered remains of his troops, purfued to the laft, arrived with great
difficulty at their quarters, where I will leave them for the prefent, to
relate what happened in the divifion commanded by Alvarado.
After our firft attack, wherein we defeated the enemy,, as we were
advancing, we were met by frefh troops in great parade, bearing plumes
of feathers, and devices on their ftandards. When we came near them
they threw.down before us five bleeding heads, crying out to us that
they were thofe of Cortes and his officers, and that we fhould meet the
fame fate with our companions; they then marched up, and fighting
us foot to foot, compelled us to retreat. We as ufual called to our allies
, to clear the way for us, but in the prefent cafe there was no occafion;
the fight of the bloody heads had done it effectually, nor did one of
them remain on the caufeway to impede bur. retreat. Before we arrived
at our quarters, ’and while the enemy were purfuing us, we heard their
thrill timbals, and the difmal found of the great drum, from the top of
the principal temple of the god of war, which overlooked the whole
city.: Its ’mournfulnoife was fuch as may be imagined the mufic of the
infernal gods, and it might be heard at the diftance of almoft three
leagues. They were then facrificing the hearts of ten of our compani
ons to. their idols. Shortly after this the king of Mexico’s horn was
blown, giving notice to his captains that they-were then to take their
enemies prifoners, or die in the attempt. • It is impoffible to defcribe
the fury with which they clofed upon us when they heard this fignal.
Though all is as perfect to my recollection as if paffing before my eyes,
it is utterly beyond my power to defcribe; all l ean fay is, it was God’s
will that we fhould efekpe from their hands, and get back in fafety to
our poft. Praifed be he for his mercies
*
now, and at all other times 1
Our cavalry made feveral charges this day, but our great fupport
was in two guns which raked the caufeway, and were commanded by
a gentleman named Pedro Moreno de Medrano, who always bore a
■i»
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high reputation as an officer, but whofe fervices on this day were moft
important, for the whole caufeway was crouded with the enemy. We
were as yet ignorant of the fate of our other detachments. Sandoval was
above half a league diftant, and Cortes ftill farther. The melancholy
fight of the remains of our countrymen, and the lofs of one of our veffels, three of the foldiers of which the enemy had killed, imprefled our
minds with defpair, and we thought this the laft hour of our lives.
The veflel was afterwards recovered by that commanded by Captain Juan
Xaramillo. Captain Juan de Limpias Caravajal, who now lives in La
Puebla, a moft gallant officer, had the honor of being the firft who with
his veflel broke through the enemies pallifades, totally lofing his hear
ing, from this day, by excefs of courage.
Cortes, moft of whofe foldiers had been killed, and what remain
ed alive, wounded, Was attacked in his quarters by a great body of the
enemy, who threw over to. him the heads of four of our companions,
alledging them to be thofe of Alvarado, Sandoval, and others, in order
to imprefs the foldiers of Cortes and our allies with the idea, that they
had been equally fuccefsful againft the other detachments. When Cortes
beheld the horrid fpedtacle his heart funk within him, but he kept up
appearances, and ordering all to ftand to their arms, made a front to the
- enemy. He then fent Andres de Tapia with three more mounted men
. to our quarters, in order to afeertain what th^ ftate of affairs was. In
their way thither they were attacked by many bodies of the enemy,
whom the king of Mexico had placed upon a plan of intercepting our
communications. On their arrival they found us engaged with the Mex
ican forces. They at that time concealed the lofs of Cortes, ftating it
;at no more than five and twenty.
C .
It is. now neceflary to advert to Sandoval, who had gone on victo
rious until the defeat of Cortes; after which the enemy turned on him,
and in their firft attack killed two foldiers and wounded all the reft, givv,ing Sandoval himfelf three wounds, one of which was in the head.
As they had done clfewhere, they threw before his troops fix heads of
their

their companions, recently taken off, threatening them with the like
fete. ‘ Sandoval was not to be terrified; he warned His, foldiers to preferve a good countenance, and feeing no hopes of fuccefs brought his
divifion back to their quarters, with many wounds it is true, but with
the lofs of only two of their number. Sandoval then, wounded as he
was, leaving the command of his port to Captain fjuis Marin, fet out
on horfeback to have an interview.with Cortes. As he went he was
aflailed by the enemy, but he arrived at the general’s quarters, and addrefling him in terms of furprife and condolance, alked him how this
ill fuccefs had happened. “Son Sandoval” faid Cortes, with tears in
his eyes, “ it is for my fins that this misfortune has befallen mej but
“ the fault is with the treafurer Alderete, who was orderedi by. me to
« fill up the bad pafs where the enemy threw us into cpnfufipn.” The?
treafurer then exclaimed, that it was with Cortes himfelf thefeult lay,
he having never given any fuch orders, but hurrying on his men after
the enemy in their feigned retreat, .crying> ‘‘forward! gentlemen for-«
“ ward!” Cortes was alfo very much blamed,for not. Having fent hi§
allies out of the way early enoughs however I. will omit to detail any
more of the converfation which pafled at this time between Cortes and
the treafurer, as it happened in the heat of anger and difappointment.
Cortes was agreeably furprifed by the arrival of two of his veflels which
he had given up for loft, although he did not exprefs himfelf fo. Cor
tes defired Sandoval to go to our quarters at. Tacuba, as he apprehended
that the weight of the enemy’s attack would fall upon this poft, and
recommended that he fhould pay attention to our.affairs, as he .himfelf
was at prefent unable to do fo. Sandoval fetting out,, arrived at Tacuba
about the hour of yefpers. He alfo found us as Tapia had done, occu
pied in repelling the enemy, fome of whom were attacking us by the
caufeway, others -by that of the ruined houfes,. I was at this time to
gether with others of o&r foldiers up to my waift in the water defend
ing a veflel which was aground, and engaged with the , enemy who
were endeavouring to get pofleflion of her. Juft as, Sandoval arrived
however, by a great effort we got the veflel afloat, but with the lofs of
two of the crew killed, and every man on board wounded. The enemy
Qq 2
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now attacked us with more violence. Sandoval received a blow on the
face with a ftone, and called to us loudly to retreat; we not falling back
as faft as he wifhed, he called again to us, afking if we wanted to have
all the cavalry deftroyed. We then retreated until we reached our port,
during the time of which
*
our two guns, under the direction of Me
drano, though they frequently fwept the caufeway, could not prevent
the. enemy from following us clofely.
J ? Here we were for a time at reft, and engaged in relating the events
which had happened at each poft, when on a fudden our ears were
ftruck by the horrific found of the great drum, the timbals, horns, and
trumpets, - in the temple -of the war god. We all directed our eyes thi
ther, and fhocking to relate! law our unfortunate countrymen driven by
force, cuffs, and baftinades, to-the place where they were to be facrificed', ' which bloody ceremony was accompanied by the mournful found
of all the inftruments of the temple. We perceived that when they had
brought the unfortunate victims to the flat fummit of the body of the
temple, where were the adoratories, they put plumes upon their heads,
and with a kind of fan in the hand of each, made them dance before
their accurfed idols. When they had done this, they laid, them upon
their backs, on the ftone ufed for the purpofe, where they cut out their
hearts,- alive, and having prefented them, yet palpitating, to their gods,
they drew the bodies down the fteps by the feet, where they were taken
by others of their priefts. Let the reader think what were our, fenfations on this occafion. Oh heavenly God! faid we to ourfelves, do
not fuffer us to be facrificed by thefe wretches! do not fufter us to die
fo cruel a death ! and then how fhocking a reflexion, that we were un
able to relieve our poor friends who were thus murdered before our eyes!
at this moment the enemy aflailed our poft in great force, reviling us
and faying their gods had promifed us all to them. Our Indian allies
funk under, the dreadful ideas they exprefled, when they threw among
them alfo fome of the mangled, remains of their horrid feafts, other parts
being fent round all the neighbouring diftrifts, as a. triumphant me1
ii.
'* moriak.
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morial. We ftill however maintained pofleffion of our poft, one half;
of our cavalry being on the caufeway and the other half in the town.. ...
Our new allies on the lake had fuffered confiderably by the enemy,?
having loft half their canoes, but they continued firm to us, from animofity to them, or contented themfelves with being mere lookers on, and
did not moleft us. . Cortes in confequence of our Ioffes. ordered a ceffa-.
tion of attacks, which lafted for the fpace of four days, during which
we did not quit our pofts, having loft near eighty men, and feven horfes, in the laft engagement. ‘ The enemy alfo gained ground on us, and
made new ditches and watehcutsK but we had a very deep and defenfible one in front of our quarters./ Sandoval and Tapia on their return
to the general, reported to him the valiant manner in which our foldiers
*
were behaving when they arrived at our poftj Sandoval alfo mentioned
me particularly, and faid thofe things, in my cornrriendatipn, which,
exclufive of the fadts being known to our whole army, would not be
proper to repeat of myfelf. . ' ? > ' i f /
*

■During this ceflation, our whole force of infantry kept guard one
the caufeway at night, flanked by the brigantines, one half of the ca^
valry patroling in Tacuba, the other half on the caufeway . In the morn
ing we prepared to receive the enemy, who every day continued facrificing our poor companions, and when they attacked, reviled us faying,.
that our flefli was too bitter to be eaten, and truly it feems that fuch a
miracle was wrought. For five4 days, together the enemy continued
their aflaults, being promifed, as they faid,. our deftru&ion, by their
gods, within the fpace of eight, days > but their godis as it appears to me,,
were perverfe and treacherous to. them, not permitting them to think of
peace, and thus leading them to ruin. This language however., and.
the laft menace in particular, had fuch an effedt upon our allies, toge
ther with' the bad appearance of our affairs, that they almoft entirely
deferred us in the courfe of a night. The only one who remained with
Cortes, was, Suchel, otherwife Don Carlos, brother of Fernando lord
ef Tezcuco. He was a man of great bravery. His friends who, ftaid *
w
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by him amounted to about forty. With Sandoval remained the chief
of Guaxocingo, with about fifty, and in ours the brave Chichimecatecle, the two ions of our friend D. Lorenzo de Vargas, and about eighty
Tlafcalans. Being queftioned as to the flight of their countrymen they
faid, that the gods of the Mexicans had predicted our deftrudtion ; that
they law us all wounded, and many killed, that their own lofs was
above one thoufand two hundred killed, and that the younger Xicoten
ga had from the-firft foretold that we fhould be all put to death; and
therefore, confidering us as loft, their countrymen had quitted us. Cor
tes though he thought what they faid much too true, put on a chearful appearance, ridiculed the predictions of the enemy, and affured them
that all would do well. He thereby was fortunate enough to induce
the few who yet remained to ftay with us to the laft. • The Indian Don
Carlos-, a brave and wife man now reprefented to Cortes the erroneous
fyftem on which he had acted, and alfo that which the fituation of the
enemy pointed out, advifing him not to fuffer his troops io fight. “Cut
<<
off” faid he “their provifions and water; there are in Mexico fo ma
4C
ny Xiquipils of warriors, how can they fubfift? their provifions muft
<4
-at fome time be expended, the water which they get &om the wells
CC
is -fait, and they have no refource but from the frequent rainS; fight
them by hunger and thirft, and do not throw away your own force. >>
Cortes embraced D. Carlos for his advice; not that the fame had not
occurred to many of us before, but we were too impatient.

Cortes began upon his new fyftem, by fending orders to all the
detachments to remain in their quarters . for the next three days, As
the enemy were fo ftrong upon the lake, we always fent out two veffels
in company5 they had now acquired the method of .“breaking through
the pallifadoes by the force of oars and fails, when there was a good
wind. Thus we were mafters of the lake,, and alfo of all the houfes
which were at any little diftance from the city. This flackened the
triumphs ofthe Mexicans.
Acs our veffels broke through the enemy’s
CM
pallifadoes, they could flank us while we carried on our work,, filling

the ditches in our front. This we effected at all our pofts in.the fpace.
of four days, Cortes himfelf carrying the beams and earth.
During each night of this period the enemy continued beating their
accurfed drum in the great temple;, nothing can equal, the difmal impreflion its found conveyed. They were .then in the execution of their
infernal ceremonies; the,whole place was, illuminated, and their fhrieks
at certain intervals pierced the air. For ten nights together were they
thus employed in putting to death our unfortunate companions; Ch rif
toval de Guzman was the laft facrificed; he was in their hands eighteen,
days;, this we were informed by fome of our prifoners, and for every
facrifice, we were told that their war god renewed to them the promife
of victory. The enemy at times during the foregoing period brought
our own crofsbows againft us, and made the unfortunate prifoners (hoot
them; but our poft derived its fafety from the excellent management of
the two guns under P. M. Medrano, and we ftill advanced, gaining
evpry day a bridge or a parapet. Our veflels alfo continually intercept
ed their canoes loaded with provi lion and water, alfo thofe which were
employed in procuring that nutritive fubftance which when dry refemr
bles cheefe, and is found at the bottom of the lake. In this manner of
proceeding twelve or thirteen days had now pafled, our lives therefore
exceeded the date allowed them by the prediction of the Mexican priefts.
This gave our allies courage, and in compliance with the requiiition of
our fteady friend Stichel, two thoufand warriors from Tezcuco returned
to. us. There came with them Captain Pedro Sanchez Farfan^ and Anthonio de Villaroel, afterwards: married-to La Ojeda, who had been left
behind in Tezcuco. Many bodies alfo of our Tlafcalan and other allies
arrived about the fame time. { Cortes having fummoned their chiefs,
made them a fpeech, partly of reprimand and partly of hopes and promifes, concluding it with an admonition to them not to put to death any
of the Mexicans, as it was his wifh to negociate for peace.

The heavy rains at this feafon of the year were much in our favor,
the enemy always relaxing.in their exertions when they came on. We
>
had
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had now advanced confiderably into the city at each of the three attacks ;
we had alfo reached the fountains of brackifh water, which we totally
destroyed, and the cavalry could adt through the whole fpace which
we had gained, as it waS our care to make it level for them.
Our general thought the prefent a good juncture to offer peace to
the Mexicans; he therefore propofed to three of his principal prifoners
to go with his meffage to their king, Guatimotzin; but they declined
it, alledging that he would certainly put them to death. At length
however he prevailed with them to carry his propofal, which was to
this purport. That from the affedtion he bore to all the family of the
great Montezuma, in order alfo to prevent the deftrudtion of that great
city, and the lofs of lives, he was willing to treat of peace, calling to
•the Tecolledtion of Guatimotzin, that his troops and people were cut off
from provifions and water, and that all thofe nations which had former
ly been the vaflals of Mexico were now the allies of the Spaniards; with
many more ftrong arguments to the fame purpofe, which the embafladors very well underftood. Previous to their going they defired that
the general would provide them with a letter, under which authority
they waited on the monarch, fobbing and wailing bitterly, as knowing
the danger which attended their bufinefs. At firft Guatimotzin and hi$
chiefs appeared enraged, but the moderation of his difpofition prevailed,
and he refolved to call a council compofed of the princes, chiefs, and
priefts of the city. Guatimotzin opened the bufinefs by expreffing his
own inclination to come into terms, expofing the inefficacy of their refiftance, the: defertion of their allies, and the diftrefles of the people.
The priefts took the oppofite opinion. They reprefented the conduct of
the Spaniards from the firft, their treatment of his uncle the great Mon
tezuma, of Cacamatzin, and of various other princes as foon as they
had got them jn their power ; alfo the death of the two fons of Mon
tezuma, which they laid to their charge, the deftrudtion and wafte of
the wealth of Mexico, and the marks of flavery with which they had
branded other nations. They reminded him of his oWn martial fame
and conduct, of the infidioufnefs of Cortes arid his offers, and the
promifes

promifes of victory they had obtained from their gods. Guatimotzin
then exprefled his determination to fight to the laft man and gave orders
to fpare the provifions as much as poflible, to fink wells in various pla
ces, and to endeavour to obtain fupplies by night, at

Our army remained at their pofts for two days quietly, expecting
the anfwer from Mexico. We were then attacked at all points by great
bodies of the enemy, who fell on us like lions, doling upon and endea
vouring to feize us in their hands, whenever the horn of Guatimotzin
was founded. For feven days were we thus engaged, watching in a
body during the night, at day break going into action, fighting during
the day-, and in the evening retiring to confole ourfelves with our mifery
of maize cakes, agi or pepper, tunas, and herbs. Our ofler of peace
only ferved for new matter for the enemy to revile us on, reproaching
us as cowards, and faying; that peace was for women and arms for
men. ,
It has been mentioned that the wretched remains of our country
men were fent round to different provinces, to fummon and encourage
them to come to- the aid of the Mexicans. In confequence, a force affembled from Matalzingo, Malinalco, and other places' at the diftance
of eight leagues from Mexico, to fall on our rear, while the
enemy from the city attacked us in front. When they had aflembled
as. .above mentioned, they began to commit outrages upon the country
between them and us, feizing the children in order to facrifice. .Com
plaints of this coming to Cortes, he detached Andres de Tapia with
twenty cavalry and one hundred infantry againft the enemy
*
This
officer executed his miffion completely, driving them back to their own
country with lofs.
z
Cortes then fent Sandoval to affift the people of the diftrid called
by us Cuernabaca, who were attacked in the fame manner. There is
much to fay in refped to this expedition; too much indeed to be able
to do juftice to it without going into the details; fuffice it that it was
more
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more peaceable than warlike, and of the happieft effect for us, Sandoval
returning accompanied by two chiefs of the nation he had marched
againft. His return was very fudden, in order to protect our pofts,
which were in a moft perilous way; for this draft had diftnantled them,
as he had with him every man really fit for duty, being twenty cavalry
and eighty infantry. However he by his expedition faved both our al
lies and us.
Cortes now again fent an embafly to Guatimotzin, faying he had
his Monarch^ orders to fave if poflible that fine city; he reminded Gu
atimotzin of the diftrefs of the wretched people, and to convince him
that he had no hope from his allies,, he font the meflage by the two
chiefs'who accompanied Sandoval. The Mexican monarch returned no
anfwer, except ordering the ambafladors immediately to quit the city.
The enemy now inereafed every day the ftiry of their attacks; their expreflions were, “Tenitoz re de Caftilla! Tenitoz Axaca?” which means,
** what fays the king of Caftille? what does he now?” We ftill con
tinued advancing towards the heart of the city, and obferved that notwithftanding the rage with which they aflailed us, for it feemed as if
they wifhed to meet their deaths, there Was not fo much movement
among them as formerly, nor did they fo bufily employ themfelves. in
opening the ditches. We alfo had caufe for reflection of a left pleafant
nature which was, that our powder was almoft reduced to nothing.
At this moment moft fortunately, arrived at the port of Villa Riba, a
veflel with foldiers and ordnance ftores, one of an armament fitted -out
by the Licentiate Lucas’Vafquez de Aillon, which had been deftroyed
or difperfed near the Iflands of Florida. The relief and reinforcement
were immediately forwarded to Cortes, by his lieutenant, Rangel.
It was now determined by Cortes and all the army to.pufh for the great
place or Taltelulco of the city, on account of the principal temples and
ftrong buildings being there. Each of our detachments therefore ad
vanced for the purpofe. Cdrtes got pofleflion of a fmall fquare at which
were fome temples ; in thofe temples were beams whereon were placed
the heads of many of our foldiers-; their hair and beards had much
■j k ; '
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grown ; I could not have believed it had I not leen it with my own eyes
in three days after, when our party had advanced near enough to get a
view of them, after having filled two canals. I recognifed the features
of three of our friends, and the tears came into my- eyes at the fight.
In twelve days they were all buried by us in that which is now named
the church of the martyrs.:
A

The detachment of Alvarado continued to advance, and after an
engagement of two hours forced the enemy from their barricades in the
great fquare. The cavalry now rendered good fervice in the open fpace,
and the enemy were driven before us into the temple of the war god.
Alvarado divided his forces into three bodies, and while he occupied the
attention of the enemy with two, he ordered the third, commanded by
Gutierre de Badajoz, to drive them from, and take pofleflion of the
great temple. The enemy, headed by their priefts, occupied the adoratories or fandtuaries of their idols, and repulfed our troops, driving
them down the fteps j which being obferved by Alvarado, he then fent
us to fupport them, and on our arrival, having afcended to the top, we
completely drove the enemy from that poft; having done which, we
fet fire to the images of their falfe gods, and planted our ftandard on the
lummit of the temple. The view of this fignal of victory rejoiced Cor
tes, who would fain have joined us, but he had it not in his power.
He was then diftant a quarter of a league, and had many ditches to fill
aS he advanced. In four days from this time, both he and Sandoval had
worked their way to us, and the communications to the three pofts were
opened through the centre of the city of Mexico. This attack upon
the temple was truly perilous; the edifice was very lofty, and the ene
my numerous; and they continued to engage us on the flat ground at
the fummit, from the time that we had fet fire to the idols and their
adoratories, until night. The royal palaces were now levelled to the
ground, Guatimotzin and his troops having retired to a quarter of the
city more diftant from the centre, and towards the lake.

Still they attacked us in the day, and at night purlued us to our
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quarters, and thus time palled over, and no proportion was made con
cerning peace. Our chiefs then propofed a plan of laying ambufcades.
Thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry of the prime of our army, to
gether with one thoufand Tlafcalans were polled in concealment, in
fome large houfes which had belonged to a nobleman of the city. This
was done during the night. Cortes with the reft of his troops, in the
morning went to attack a poft.at a bridge, which Guatimotzin had or
dered to be fupported by a large force. Cortes after his firft attack re
treated, drawing the enemy after him, by the buildings where the troops
were placed in concealment. At the proper moment he fired two (hots
clofe together as a fignal to us; we /allied out, and the enemy being
enclofed between us, our allies, and the party of Cortes which faced
about, a dreadful havoc was made of them, and from that time they
no more annoyed us in our retreat. Another trap was alfo laid for them
by Alvarado, but not with the fame fuccefs; I was not prefent at it,
being ordered by Cortes to do duty for that time with his party.
From our quarters we had to march above half a league to meet
the enemy j we now therefore quitted that poft altogether, and lodged
ourfelves in the great fquare or Taltelulco. Here we were for three days
without doing any thing worth mentioning: we alfo abftained from deftroying any more of the city, in the hopes of peace.

Cortes at this time fent to Guatimotzin requefting him to furrender,
under the ftrongeft aflurances of enjoying the plentitude of power and
honors. He accompanied this embaffy with as handfome a prefent as
his fituation permitted, of provilions, bread, fowls, fruit, and game.
Guatimotzin as he was advifed to do by thofe whom he confulted, diflimulated, and feemed inclined to a pacification. He fent four of his
principal nobility, with a promife to come to an interview with Cortes
in three days. But this was all feigned; he employed the time in for
tifying his quarter of the town, and making preparations to attack us.
He alfo endeavoured to amufe us by a fecond embafly, but we were
now advifed of his fchemes. In fa<ft, from what he was told by thofe
about
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about him, and from the example of his uncle Montezuma, he was1
afraid to truft himfelf in our hands. But the mafk was foon thrownoff; we were attacked by great bodies of the enemy, with fuch violence
that it appeared as if all was beginning anew. Having been rather ta
ken by furprife, they did us at firft fome mifchief, killed one foldier,
and two horfes; but in the end we fent them back with very little to
boaft of. Cortes ordered his troops now to proceed againft that part of
the city where the quarters of G.uatimotzin were; accordingly we began
upon our former fyftem, and gained ground as we had before done elfewhere. When the king perceived this, he defired an interview with
Cortes, on the fide of a large canal which was to feparate them.. To,
this Cortes readily aflented, and it was to take place on the enfuing
morning. Cortes attended, but Guatimotzin never appeared; inftead
of which he fent feveral of his principal nobility, who faid that the king
did not think proper to come, from an apprehenfton that we might
fhoot him during the parley. - Cortes then engaged by the moft folemn
oaths not to do him any injury whatever, but it was of no eftedt. A
ridiculous farce was played here; two of the nobility who attended on
the part of Guatimotzin, took out of a fack, bread, a fowl, and cher
ries, which they began to eat, in order to imprefs the Spaniards with an
idea that they were not in want. Cortes feeing the manner in which
he was treated, fent back an hoftile meftage and retired; after this we
were left unmolefted for the fpace of four or five days. During this,
time numbers of wretched Indians, reduced by famine,, furrounded our
quarters every night. Cortes pitied their m.iferable fituation, and hop
ing that it might induce the enemy to come into terms of accommoda
tion, ordered the ceffation of hoftiljties tQ be ftridtly adhered to; but no
overture of the kind was made..
There was in the army of Cortes a- fbldipr who boafted of having
ferved in Italy, and of the great battles which he had feen there. His.
name was Sotelo, and he was a native of Seville. This man was eter
nally talking of the wonderful military machines which he knew the
art of conftrudting, and how he could make a ftone engine which,
.
fhould
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fhould in two days deftroy that whole quarter of the city where Guatimotzin had retreated. He told Cortes fo many fine things of this kind,
that he perfuaded him into a trial of his experiments, lime, ftone, and
timber being brought, according to his defire; the carpenters were alfo
fet to work, two ftrong cables were made, and ftones the fize of a bufhel
were prepared. The machinery was now all ready, the ftone which
was to be ejected was put in its place, and the whole apparatus was
played off
*
againft the quarters of Guatimotzin. But behold! inftead of
taking that direction, the ftone flew up vertically into the air, and re
turned exadly into the place from whence it had been launched. Cortes
was enraged and afhamed: he reproached the foldier, and ordered the
machinery to be taken down; but ftill it continued the joke of the?
army.
'
.....

Cortes now gave orders to Sandoval, to go with the flotilla againft
that part or nook of the city whither Guatimotzin had retired, caution
ing him at the fame time not to kill or injure any Mexican, unlefs he
\Vas attacked, nor even then to do more than was abfolutely neceflary
for his own defence; but to level all the houfes, and the many advan
ced works which the enemy had made in the lake. Cortes afcended
then into the great temple, with feveral of his officers and foldiers, to
obferve the movements of his fleet. When Sandoval approached the
quarters of Guatimotzin, that prince, who had great apprehenfions of
being made prifoner, availed himfelf of the preparations which he had
made for his efcape, and embarking himfelf, his family, his courtiers, and
officers, with their moft valuable effects, on board fifty large piraguas,
the whole body fet off for the main land, as did all his nobility and
chiefs in various directions. Sandoval who was at this time occupied
in making his way by tearing down the houfes, received immediate no
tice of the flight of Guatimotzin. He inftantly fet out in the purfuit,
giving ftridt orders that no injury or infult fhould be offered, but that
each fhould keep a fteady eye upon the royal veflel, and do his utmoft
to get poffeffion of it. He particularly directed however Garci Holguin,
his intimate friend, and captain of the quickeft failer of the fleet, to
make
*t From the platform of a theatre.
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make for that part of the fhore whither Guatimotzin was moil likely
logo. Accordingly this officer followed his inftrudt ions, and fallings
in with the veflels, from certain particulars in its appearance, flrudture,.
and awning, he afcertained that which the king was on board of. He
made flgns to the people in it to bring to, but without efled;;. he then
ordered his crofsbow-men and mufqueteers to prelent, upon which Guatimatzin called out to them not to fhoot, and approaching the veflel,
acknowledged himfelf for what he was, declaring his readinefs to fubmit, and go with them to their general, but requefting that his queen,
his children, and attendants fhould be fuffered to remain unmolefted.
Holguin received him with the greateft refpedt, together with his queen
*
and twenty of his nobility. He feated them on the poop of his fhip,
and provided refrefhments for them, commanding, that the piraguas
which carried the kings effects, fhould follow untouched.
Sandoval at this moment made a fignal for the flotilla to clofe up.
to him, and perceived that Guatimotzin was prifoner to Holguin, whowas taking him to Cortes, Upon this he ordered his rowers to exert
their utmoft to bring him up to Holguin’s veflel, and having arrived by
the fide of it, he demanded Guatimotzin to be delivered to him as gene
ral of the whole force; but Holguin refufed, alledging that he had no
claim whatever. A veflel which went to carry the intelligence of the
great event, brought alfo to Cortes who was then on the fummit of the
great temple in the Taltelulco, very near the part of the lake where Gu
atimotzin was captured, an account of the difpute between his officers.,
Cortes inftantly difpatched Captain, Luis Marin and- Francifco de Lugo,
to bring the whole party together- to his quarters, and thus to flop all
litigation; but he enjoined them not to omit treating Guatimotzin and
his queen with the greateft. refped. During the interval, he employed,
himfelf in arranging a bate, as well as he could, with: cloths and man
tles. He alfo prepared a. table with refrefhments, to receive his prifo
*.
ners. As Toon as t hey appeared, he went forward to meet them> and
embracing Guatimotzin, treated him and all his attendants with. everyr
mark of refpedt.. The unfortunate monarch, with tears in. his eyes,.

and
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and finking under affliction, then addrefled him in the following
Words. “ Malintzin ! I have done that which was my duty in the defence of my kingdom and people $ my efforts have failed, and being
** now brought by force a prifoner in your hands, draw that poinard
“ from your fide, and flab me to the heart.
**
Cortes embraced, and
11 fed every exprefiion to comfort him, by affurances that he held him
in high eftimation for the valour and firmnefs he had fhewn, and that
he had required a fubmiflion from him and the people at the time that
they could no longer reafonably hope for fuccefs, in order to prevent
further deftrudtion; but that was all part, and no more to be thought
of; he fhould continue to reign over the people, as he had done before.
Cortes then enquired after his queen, to which Guatimotzin replied,
that in confequence of the compliance of Sandoval with his rcqucft, fhe
and her women remained in the piraguas, until Cortes fhould decide as
to their fate. The general then caufed them to be fent for, and treated
them in the beft manner his fituation afforded. The evening was draw
ing on, and it appeared likely to rain; he therefore fent the whole roy
al family to Cuyoacan, under the care of Sandoval. The reft of the
troops then returned to their former quarters; we to ours of Tacuba,
and Cortes, proceeding to Cuyoacan, took the command there, fending
Sandoval to refume his ftation at Tepeaquilla. Thus was the fiege of
Mexico brought to a conclufion by the capture of Guatimotzin and his
chiefs, on the thirteenth of Auguft, at the hour of vefpers, being the
day of St. Hyppolitus, in the year, of our Lord one thoufand five hun
dred and twenty one. Glorified be our Lord Jefus Chrift, and our la
dy the Holy Virgin Mary his bleffed mother, amen!
In the night after Guatimotzin was made prifoner, there was the
greateft tempeft of rain, thunder, and lightening, efpecially about mid
night, that ever was known; but all the foldiers were as deaf as if they
had been for an hour in a fteeple, with the bells ringing about their
ears. This was owing to the continual noife of the enemy for ninety
three days; fome preparing their troops and bringing them on, flioutjng, calling, and whiftling, as fignals to attack us on the caufeway •,
others
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others in the canoes coming to- attack our veflels; fome again at work
upon their pallifadoes, or opening the ditches and water cuts, and mak
ing ftone parapets, or preparing their magazines of darts and arms, and
the women fupplying the flingers with their ammunition. Then from
the temples and adoratories of their accurfed idols, the timbals and horns,
and the mournful found of their great drum, and other difmal noifes,
were inceflantly aflailing our ears, fo that day or night we could hardly
hear each other fpeak. But thefc dins immediately ceafed on the cap
ture of Guatimotzin, for which reafon as I have obferved, we felt like
fo many men juft efcaped from a fteeple where all the bells were ringing
about our ears.

Guatimotzin was of a noble appearance both in perfon and counte
nance j his features were rather large, and chearful, with lively eyes.
His age was about twenty three or four years, and his complexion ve
ry fair for an Indian. His queen the niece of Montezuma, was young,
and very handfome.
In regard to the difpute between Sandoval and Holguin, Cortes
related to them the circumftance from the Roman hiftory, of the capture
of Jugurtha, and the difpute of Marius and Sylla, about which of them
fhould have the honor of it, and that this difpute was productive of
moft fatal civil wars) but faid that he would lay the whole affair before
his Majefty, by whofe arbitratiomit fhould be decided, which of the
two fhould have the action emblazoned in his arms. In two years from
this time the Emperor’s orders upon the fubjedt arrived; they were to
this purpofej that Cortes fhould bear in his arms the feven kings, reprefenting Montezuma, Guatimotzin, and the princes of Tezcuco,
Iztapalapa, Cuyoacan, Tacuba, and Matalzingo.
What I am going to mention is truth, and I fwear and fay amen
to it. I have read of the deftruCtion of Jerufalem, but I cannot conceive
that the mortality there exceeded this of Mexico ; for all the people from
the diftant provinces which belonged to' this empire had concentrated
%
Ss
themfelves

themfelves here, where they moftly died. The ftreets, the fquares,
the houfes, and the courts of the Taltelulco were covered with dead bo
dies; we could not ftep without treading on-them; the lake and canals
were filled with them, and the ftench was intolerable. For this reafon,
our troops immediately after the capture of the royal family retired to
their former quarters. Cortes himfelf was for fome time ill from the
effedt of it.
The vefiels were now the beft fituation, thofe on board carrying
away all the plunder, for they had accefs to houfes in the water which
were not in our reach. They alfo found what the Mexicans had con
cealed in the reeds, and on the borders of the lake, and intercepted that
which was carried out of our reach by water. We on land gained no
thing but honor and wounds. The wealth our navy got was much
more than we could guefs at; Guatimotzin and all his chiefs declaring,
when enquiry was made as to the public treafure, that it had moftly
fallen into their hands.
To return to the ftate of Mexico. Guatimotzin, now requerted of
Cortes, that permiflion fhould be given to clear the city entirely of the
inhabitants, in order to purify it, and reftore its falubrity-^ Accordingly
they were ordered to remove to the neighbouring towns,, and for three
days, and three nights, all the eaufeways were full., from one end to
the other, of men, women, and children, fo weak and fickly, fqualid
and dirty, and peftilential,. that it was mifery to behold them. When
all thofe who were able had quitted the city, we went to examine the *
ftate of it, which, was as I have defcribed. The ftreets; courts, and
houfes were covered with. dead, bodies,, and fome miferable wretches
were creeping about, in the different ftages of the moft offenfive diforders,, the confequences of famine and improper food. The ground was
all broken, up to get at the roots of fuch: vegetation as it afforded, and
the very trees were ftripped of their bark! There was no frefh water in
the town. Duringall their diftrefs however, though their conftant
practice was fo feaft on fuch as they took prifoners, no inftance occurred
of
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of their having preyed on each other 3 and certainly never exifted fince
the creation a people which fuffered fo much from hunger, thirft, and
warfare.

After having returned thanks to God, Cortes determined to cele• brate his fuccefs by a feftival in Cuyoacan; a veflel had arrived at Villa
Rica with a cargo of wine, and hogs had been provided from the Ifland
of Cuba. To this entertainment he invited all the officers of his army,
and alfo the foldiers of eftimation, and all things being prepared, on
the day appointed, we waited on our general. When we came to fit
down to dinner there were not tables for one half of us; this brought
on great confufion among the company, and indeed for many reafons it
would have been much better let alone. The plant of Noah was the
eaufe of many fooleries and worfe things; it made fome leap over the
tables who afterwards could not go out at the: doors, and many rolled
down the fteps. The private foldiers fwore they would buy horfes with
golden harnefs; the crofsbow-men would ufe none but golden arrows;
all were to have their fortunes made. When the tables were taken away
the’foldiers danced in their armour, with the ladies, as many of them
as there were, but the difproportion in numbers was very great. This
fcene was truly ridiculous. I will not mention the names, fuffice it to
fay a fair field was opened for fatire. Fray De Olmedo thought what
he obferved at the feaft, and in the dances tod fcandalous, and com
*
plained to Sandoval; and the latter directly told Cortes how the reverend
father was fcolding and grumbling. Cortes, difcreet in all his actions,
then came to him and affedling to difapprove the whole, requefted that
he would order a folemn mafs and thankfgiving, and preach a fermon
to the foldiers on the moral and religious duties. Fra Bartholome was
highly pleafed at this, thinking it had originated fpontaneoufly from
Cortes, and not knowing that the hint had been given him by Sandoval.
Accordingly, the crucifixes and the image of our Lady were borne in fo
lemn proceffion, with drums and ftandards; the litany was fung during
the ceremony, Fra Bartholome preached and adminiftered the facrament,
and we returned thanks to God for our victory.
Ss 2
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Cortes now took leave of his allies, the Tlafcalan chiefs, and alfo
df Suchel otherwife Don Carlos, a very brave man, as was another, a
<captain of fame city near the lake the name of which I forget; but he
did wonders. Many others who had rendered us moft.important fervices departed at the lame time. Cortes difmifled them all to their homes
with many embraces, thanks, and compliments, promifing that he
would foon make them rich, and great lords, and give them lands and
vaflals, fb that they took their departure in high fpirits. They had
however fecured Something more fubftantial than promifes, (for they
were well loaden with the plunder of Mexico, nor were they behind the
enemy in their cannibal feafts, carrying with them -portions preferved,
to fupply their Triends on their return home.

Now that I am paft thefe furious combats, through which, praifed be God he was pleafed to conduct me fafe, I have to mention a cer
tain particularity relative to myfelf, and it is this. When L faw thefacrifice of our feventy two countrymen, and their hearts taken out and
offered to the war god of the Mexicans , I had a fenfation of fear. Some
may confider this as want of firmnefs ; but if they weigh it duly, they ,
will find that it was in truth the refult of too much courage, which
caufed me to run into extreme and uncommon dangers-; for in that day
I confidered myfelf a moft valiant foldier, and was fo efteemed by all ;
and was ufed to do that which was attempted by the boldeft, and-I was
always under the eye of my captain. As I have before obferved, when
I faw my companions facrificed, their hearts taken out palpitating, and
their legs and arms cut oft and eaten, I feared it-might one day or other
be my own lot, Tor they had mein their hands twice, but it was God’s
will that I fhould efcape; but I remembered, and thought on what I
had feen, and from this timeT feared that cruel-death ; and this I men
tion, becaufe before I went into battle, I felt a great depreflion and uneafinefs about my heart, and-then recommending myfelf to God and his
hlefled mother our Lady, the inftant I was engaged with the enemy it
left me. Still I am furprifed that it came upon me when I fhould have
.felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many battles in -which 4

■
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had been engaged. But I declare I never knew what fear was, until
I faw the mailacre of the feventy two foldiers. Let thofe cavaliers who
have been in defperate battles and mortal dangers now decide what was
the cauie of my fears; I fay that it was excefs of courage; and for this
reafon; that I knew the greatnefs of the danger into which I was deter
mined to go, and knowingly, and voluntarily, encountered it. Many
engagements are related in my hiftory befides thofe I was at; but if my
body were of iron, I could not haye been at all; and I was much o£tener wounded, than whole.

I muft obferve, that the Mexicans did not kill our foldiers, but
wounded, and parried them off, to facrifice alive, to their gods.
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TranJattions and occurrences in New Spain fubfequent
to the conquejl.

jAlFTER

the conquell, as fbon as Cortes had leifure fry turn his
mind to objects of police and internal regulation, he directed that the
aqueducts fhould be reftored, and the city Reared of the dead, fo that
within two months it might be inhabited as before. The palaces and
houfes he ordered; to be repaired, and pointed out that part which was
to be inhabited by the natives, and that which was to be refer.vecL for.
the Spaniards.

Guatimotzin now applied in the name of many of his- principals
nobility to Cortes, requeuing that he would, order, fuch of their women,
i
»
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as had been taken by our foldiers, to be delivered to their hufbands, and fathers. The general found fome difficult/ in this, but
agreed to permit them to make fearch, and fuch as wiflied to return, he
affiired them that he would caufe to be given up.
They fearched
through every houfe, and though the women hid themfelves they found
many, but very few were inclined to return; they declared that they
detefted the idolatry of their countrymen, and in addition they were
many of them pregnant, fo that of the whole number three only went
back to their families.

One of the firft public works undertaken was an arfenal in the
city, fo fituated as to include our flotilla. Alvarado was to the beft of
my knowledge appointed alcalde, until the arrival of Salazar de la Pedrada. All the gold, filver, and jewels, which were now collected in
Mexico, amounted to the paltr/ fum of three hundred and eighty thou
fand crowns. It was reported that Guatimotzin had thrown great
Quantities into the lake four days before the furrender of the town, and
it was well known that a confiderable (hare had fallen to our allies, and
to thofe who ferved on board the fleet. Cortes Was not forry to think
Guatimotzin had it conc'ealed, in hopes of obtaining it all for himfelf.
It was then propofed to put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend
the prince of Tacuba to the torture, to extort confeffioii from them; this
was certainly very contrary to the inclination and difpofition of Cortes
*
who could not approve of fuch an atl of cruelty being committed on a
perfon fo diftinguifhed as Guatimotzin; one who was abfolute monarch
of a country three times larger than Caftilie. In anfwer fo all enquiries
the king’s officers protefted that there was no more than What had been
produced, which when melted and fun into bars did not exceed three
hundred and eighty thoufand crowns. From this the fifth for the Em
peror and another for Cortes were deducted; what remained did not at
all fatisfy thofe of the Conquerors of Mexico who were not before friends
to Cortes, They fuggefted to the treafurer Alderete that the general
objected to Guatimotzin being tortured, in order to get the gold him
felf. Cortes was therefore obliged to leave the unfortunate king at their
difpofal,
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difpofal, as well as the lord of Tacuba. What this inhuman procefs
extorted from them was, a confeffion that they had, four days previous .
to the furrender, thrown treafure into the lake, and alfo the mufquets,
bowSi and other arms taken from us in our flight, and in the laft defeat
of Cortes. The place which Guatimotzin pointed out was fearched by
the bed fwimmers, to no efledt whatever. In a deep pond at his pa
lace was found a fun of folid gold, fimilar to that which Montezuma
had given us, with many ornaments of fmall value, the private pro
perty of Guatimotzin. On the torture the Prince of Tacuba declared
that he had gold at fome large houfes he poffefled four leagues from the
town of Tacuba, and that, if there, he would point out to us where it
was buried. Alvarado and fix foldiers whereof I was one accompanied
him thither ; when we arrived he declared he had faid fo in hopes of
dying on the road, for that he had no treafure whatever; fo we remain
ed without any more gold to-melt. The fa€t is that the treafury -was
diminifhed to a mere trifle before it came into Guatimotzin
®
*
hands; and
1 and many others who faw it at firfl: knew it appeared to be then worth
twice what it was when"brought out to have his Majefty’s (hare deduct
ed : I obferved many articles of remarkable and curious workmanfhip milling at that time; they were taken for the public fervice.
I and feveral good divers fearched that part of the lake which had
been pointed out by Guatimotzin, and we found fome pieces of gold of
little value, which were immediately claimed by Cortes and Alderete.
They alfo fent down perforis and were themfelves prefent, but all they
obtained amounted to lefs than the value of ninety crowns. This made
us very penfive and grave, when we found what mere trifles our (hares
asr they were called came to. For this reafon Fra Bartholome, and
other cavaliers and captains, ■ reprefented to Cortes that it would be befl:
to divide that which fell to the lot of the whole army, among the
wounded, the halt, the blind, the deaf, the fcorched, and the tick;
and that thofe who had efcaped found would renounce their claims.
This they faid upon an expectation that it might draw out fome of the
treafure which they1 fufpedted was concealed. Cortes replied that he
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would enquire, and rectify all. Our captains and foldiers were then
Curious to know What the (hares came to for. each man. Oh calling it
up it appeared, that to each horfeman there came one hundred crowns,
and to each infantry foldier I forget how much, but no one would ac
cept it. This did not quiet the foldiers; they murmured loudly and
accufed the treafurer. tie to exculpate himfelf faid, that they fhould
blame Cortes, who had takert out a fecond fifth for himfelf, and alfo a
deduction for lofs of horfes,' and had retained from the common flock
many pieces of wrought gold to fend to his Majefly. The foldiers of
Narvaez Who never liked Cortes thoroughly, would not take their pal
try (hares, and as Cottes now lodged at Cuyoacari, in large, buildings
With white Walls, very Well adapted for fcribbling on, there appeared
eVery morriihg libels againfl him in profe or verfe. The idea of one of
them Was , that as the planets fometirfies Went a little out of their courfe,
but by the order of nature fpeedily reverted to it again, fo it Was with
Cottes and his ambition. Another faid We Were more conquered by
Cortes than, Mexico by us, and that We were not the victors of New
Spain, but the vanquifhed of Cortes. Sortie faid that he had taken his
fifth as general, and a fecond as king; and others again that Velafquez
had. incurred all the expence, arid Cortes reaped all the profit. I recoi
led! the words of one only: they were

“ Que trifle cfia el alma fnea,

“ Hafla que la parte vea.
*

Many were written in fuch a flile as is not fit for me to relate, and
fome had a turn and witty point in them which I am not able to give.
Cortes was a poet,, arid prided himfelf on giving answers in that way
to fuch complimentary addrefles as he received; he alfo ufed to reply in
pointed epigrams to thefe pafquinades which grew every day more in
decent. One day obferving the walls covered with them he Wrote, “a
white wall is paper for fools.” Next morning was found added, “and for
truths.” At length Fra Bartholome told Cortes the thing yvas going top
‘
_________________ far
• How anxious I dm for a partition of plunder!!

far, and advifed, him to flop it’, whicli he did by threats-.of fev.ere pu
nishment.
Among the foldiers of our army very heavy debts were contracted;
a crofs-bow was fold for fifty crowns, a mufquet coft one hundred, a
horfe eight hundred, one thoufand, and even more; and eyery thing
elfe was in proportion. Then our furgeon Maeftre Juan charged high,
as did a Doctor Murcia who was an apothecary and barber. There were
.befides various other money traps, all which were to be fatisfied out of
our dividends. This required fome regulation: Cortes accordingly ap
pointed SanCta Clara, a very honorable perfon, and one Lerena, to ap
preciate each claim, which was to be paid according tn their award,
within two years. The value of the gold was alfo altered by increafing
the alloy ; this was intended to ferve us in our dealing with the me;chants from Europe or Cuba, but it had a contrary effedt, as they were
prepared, apd added. twfqe as much to the pripe of -their goods
*
The
allpy was copper, ^called here Tepuzquc ; fo; which reafon we call any
.ppe of an inferior degree to another of the fame name, Don Jpan,. or
Don Alonzo Tepuzque, or the copper Don Juan &c. . The abufes re.fulting from this being made known to his Majefty, he was pleafed to
forbid tjie currency of this bafe metal, ordering it to be taken in duties
until it was all drawn over to Caftille, and that, no more of it fhould be
made. At this time twp gold-fmiths were hanged here for running bafe
metal with,the legalmark.

I have digrefied. for fome time paft, and will now return to the
thread of my narrative. Cortes, as the beft way to get rid oftroublefome companions arid demands, determined pow to fend out colonies,
gnd make Settlements at convenient fltuations. For this purpofe Sando
val was ordered to Tuftepeque, and Guacacualco. Juan Velalquez was
to go to Colima, one Villa Fuerte to Zacatula, Chriftoval de Oli to
Mechoacqn, (he was at this time married ,£o a Portugueze lady named
Donna Phillipa de Aranja,) and Francifco de Ojrozca to Guaxaca.
■
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At this time the chiefs of the diftant provinces could not bring
themfelves to believe that Mexico was deftroyed: they therefore fent de
putations to afcertain the truth, and alfo to offer themfelves as vaffals to
his Majefty the Emperor. All made great prelents of gold to Cortes,
and many came in perfon, and brought their children to fee the ftate of
that power once fo feared by them, and ufed to exprefs themfelves as
we fay, “here Troy town Rood.”

Curious readers will be defirous to know how it happened, that the
conquerors of Mexico who had gone through fuch dangers to obtain
pofleflion of that city, fhould now quit it to fearch for new fettlements.
To this I reply, that the books which contained the accounts of Mon
tezuma’s revenues Were examined to find from whence the gold,
and other valuable articles of tribute, fuch as cacao, and cotton manu
factures, were fent; and it was to thefe productive diftriCts that We
wifhed to go. Efpecially, we were led by the example of Sandoval,
who being known to be the particular friend of Coites, it was not to be
fuppofed would go upon an unprofitable enterprife. We alfo faw that
the vicinity .of the city of Mexico had neither mines, plantations, nor
manufactures, but was intirely occupied by the cultivation of maize,
and of maguey. This we thought, did not afford us ptofpeCts fufkei-

ently advantageous, and we went tq other places where we were fadly
difappointed. I waited upon Cortes to requeft permiflibn to attend San
doval; “brother B. Diaz del Caftillo” faidthegeneral tome, “by myconfcience you will find yourfelf miftaken p you had better, flay with me,
*4 hut you are determined on going with your friend Sandoval, go in
“ God’s name; I will, always do my Utmoft to take care -of you, but I
** tell you that you will repent Of it.” All the gold remained with the
Emperor’s officers, the flaves having been purchafed by tjiC.foldiers ac
cording to their valuation at a public fale. The ddtaChmenfs' were fent
out to colonize the provinces at differeht periods, for two fndnths after
the capture of Mexico; however I will hot.any farther particularize
them, not to trefpafs unneceflarily on my reader’s time.
At

At this time arrived at the port of Vina Rica, Chriftoval de Tapia,
veedor of the Ifland of St. Domingo/ vWth a commiffion to take upon
him the government of New Spain, • by order of his Majefty, and uni
def the direction of the Bifhop -bf Burgbs'Zf He brought with him letters
from the faid Bifhop of Burgos to Cortes arid many others of his army,
recommending him, to be honoured by us as governor of New Spain,
and befides thofe which were clofed and fealed, he had alfo with him
letters filled up and which he was authorifed td addrefs as he faw occafion for his own intereft. Great promifcs were held out to fuch as
would come over to the hew governor, and violent threats of puniffiment to thofe who made any oppofition to him. - Tapia firft prefented
his commiffion to Alvarado, then commandant in Villa Rica
*
Alvara
do received it with the higheft refpedt, arid•faid that as he was not able
of himfelf to decide any thing, it would be neceffary to affemble the
alcaldes and regidors of the town, to have the commiffion verified be
fore them, and alfo to prove the manner in which , it. had been tranfimitted, that they might know for a certainty that it came in a proper
form from his Majefty’s hand. This did not exactly agree with the
views of Tapia. Being advifed to.proceed to Mexico and; produce his
commiffion to Cortes himfelf, he forwarded the letter, of the bifhop,
and alfo wrote to Cortes upon the< fubject of his miffion-The ftile of
the letters was fmooth and perfuafive,. but the anfwcr of Cortes was.ten
times more fo. ■ COrtes immediately fent expreffes. to fome of the differ
ent officers he had detached, ordering them to go and: meet- Tapia who
had already fet oub for Mexico, bub was, inconfequenccof; the . direc
tionof Corfesi, met on the road by'Alvarado,; Sandoval, De Soto, Val*denegro/ Captain -Andres deTapiay and the reverend father Fra Malgarejo. 'Thefe gentlemen with-much-compliments and, ceremony, induced
Chriftoval de Tapia to gb to'Cempoal; they there requefted to. fee his.
commiffibrif which: being» Verified, arid acknowledged, they placed it
on their heads in token-of refpebt andfubmiffiOnybutin: regard, to the
adinitting hirwas< governor by the virtue of ity that? was , quitej another
affair • it was firft neceffary to know what his Majefty’s ‘ pleafure was
touching the affairs of. New Spain, the true, ftate of which had- beenconcealed’
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concealed from him by the Bifliop of Burgos, who did it, to ferve his
own private vieWs, and to Javor Velafquez and Tapia, one of whom
he intended fhould marry his niece. Byall this it was pretty evident to
Tapia, that he would not very fpeedily enter upon his office, and the
difappointment afledted him to that degree that he fell /ick. Our cap-?
tains wrote to Cortes letting him know all that had palfed, and recommending him to fend a good quantity of golden • fog-gts,,. and try their
effedt in mollifying the fury of the wouM-be, governor. Tljcfc arrived
by the return of the exprefs, and with them they bought from him
fome negroes, three horfes, and one of his ihips; in the other Tapia
embarked himfelf, and fet fail-for the Ifland of ^t< J)pmingp, where
he was very ill received by the court of foyal .audieiice,.aQd jth?,brother^
of the order of Jerony mites, he havipg undertakenthe ibufipffs epntraty
to their ex-prefs command; but they would not exert their power far
ther againft one patronifed by the Bifhop of Burgos,, his Majefty being
at that time mFlaajdbrs/^ ni lonrrnm
m oHr hr
I have formerly made mention of fome particulars r elative to an
expedition fet on'foot by one Garay. It was to colonize and fettle upon
the riVePof Fttnueo.l Gortes had received Jntelligen^^dhiat^djrefoJyp
cd to -anticipatehim by fending thither aiparty: For Jthe fame p.urpofe.
He alfo now again fent Rangel jto Villa Rica as commandant, and affidered Narvaez to be fent to him at Cuyoacan, where he refided until
the palace which he was to inhabit in' Mexico. was compleated. ; The
reafon he font:for Narvaez was.this j he was told th^t -th? better liad held
a converfation with Tapia, in which he advifed him to quit the country
on as good terms as he could get, and.go to his’ patron the; Bifliop of
Burgos in Caftille, to lay the whole ftate of affairs before him; telling
him alfo to profit by the example which his misfortune? fet him,as, if
he ftaid, he certainly would be put to death, jandf that - fuccpfs attended
all the meafures .of Cortes, j WthemNaEvae? Ayas brought before Cortes,
l\e.fell on his knees and attempted to kifs his hand, bptour.general
would not permit it; he railed, and embracing -Narvaez, treated him
with all rcfpedl and regard, and made him fit by his fide.
Cortes

j : Cortes now proceeded to take -his refidcncc in the ciry of Mexico;
He divided the ground into lo
*ts for the chur|hes in the’firft place, theft
for the monafteries, the public buildings, and fquares. He divided the reft
of the ground among the inhabitants that were to be, and not to wafte
more time upon the fubjedt, all thofe who have feen the prefent city of
Mexico agree, that there is not in Chriftendom one more populous,
lftfger,
btabxj rnffijll
.
arb gohwfi
vhii b
Hntafii. yfijf'
While CbfteS was thus employed, intelligence arrived that the pro
vince of Panuco was in arms?J -They ate a warlike people, very nume
rous, and having rebelled, had killed many foldiers of the party which
Cottes had fent to form a colony tliere. He refolved therefore to go
thither in perfon: indeed all his captains were now abfent on different
duties. Our numbers had by this time received a confiderable rein
forcement as well of thofe who had come with the veedor Tapia, as of
fuch as had been on the expedition to Florida with Vafquez de Aillon,
and of many others lately arrived from the iflands. He left a good gar- {
rifon in Mexico under Diego de Soto, arid fet out on his march with
one hundred and thirty cavalry, two hundred and fifty infantry, and
ten thoufand Mexicans. Juft at this time De Oli returned from Me
*
choacart Which he had reduced to a ftate of fubmiffion and peace, bring
ing with him the principal chief and feveral others, and a quantity of
gold. This expedition to Panuco was very expenfive; Cortes applied
for a reimburfement from the crown, which could not be acceded tof
his Majefty’s officers objected that it WaS undertaken on a private ac
count, to prevent the eftabliffiffieht of a colony by Garay, and not for
the public fervice. When he arrived at Panuco he found the people ve
ry rebellious. In the courfe of a few days he had'two battles, in which
he loft three foldiers, four horfes, and above one hundred Mexicans..
The number of the enemy amounted to above feventy thoufand warri
ors, but it was God’s will that w6 fhould obtain the victory,. with fuch
affiaughter of the rebels as deprived them of all thoughts of making any
head fof the prefent. Thefe people are called the Guaftecas, and NaguateCas. After the lift battle Cortes again fent to fummon them to
'1
fubmifiion..
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fubmiflion. He employed for this purpofe fome of the prifoners, and
lent with them-Fra Bartholpme, by whole exhortations they’ were, in
duced to fubmit.- --wpi
X_
s,1 .J.enbfuG -i " -1. <» { c.
J IC/1
Cortes then went.with one -half of his troops to the river Chila,
to reduce the. Indians, on the oppofite. fide, He fummoned them, but
they murdered his meflengers. He then parted over one hundred and
fifty infantry, and fifty cavalry, during the night. The enemy on their
landing fell on them in great numbers,' but they were foon;driven from
the field, and, our troops advancing took their quarters in a town where
they found plenty of provisions. In the morning foipe of them enter
ing the temple found remains of.the bodies and clothes,£>f our country
men; fome of our foldiers thought they recognifed the features of their
friends, and it was a melancholy fight to all; thcirremains we .care
fully .collected.and buried-. ,/ -Ao j,.- r efiw -rt.th fo h , v
v- ;
jXk.t. n .-i.tpn.. 4 q .f euiivei >? pcino.rrjsd
?r.
From this place our detachment marched to another, where an
out party reported, that great bodies of the enemy were ported in con-,
cealment in the houfes to fall upon our people when the. cavalry had
difinounted; theip plan being difcovered failed of fuccefs, but they
fought valiantly for half an hour, and.three of our foldiers died after
wards of their wounds. Thefe people contrary to the general practice
of Indians, rallied no lefs than three times. Oh the eiSfuing day -our
foldiers fcoured the neighbourhood, and entering fome’ towns which
had been abandoned, found a quantity of earthen vefiels, full of the
wine of the country, in cellars under ground. After a rtay of five days
they returned to the river of Chila. Cortes now again fummoned them,,
to which they returned for anfwer that they would corpe within four,
days; which Cortes waited out, but to no effecrt. He therefore deter
mined to p.unifh them, and during a dark and rainy night, embarking^
large body of Mexicans, he fent them acrofs a lake to one of the enemy’s
largeft towns, which they totally deftroyed. This brought in moft of
that country to fubmit, Cortes founded a town of, one hundred and
thirty hpufes, fixty three of the inhabitant-s whereof were foldiers, ,He
' :
v
named
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named it Villa de St. Eftevan del Puerto. It is fituated about a league
from Chila. He allotted to it all the neighbouring diftricfts which had
fubmitted, and gave the command to Pedro Valego. Cortes was in
formed that three diftridts which had been concerned in the murder of
many Spaniards, but which had been now received under allegiance, in
tended to fall on this port as foon as , he quitted the country. He in.
confequence marched againft them and deftroyed their towns, but they,
foon eftablifhed them again.

A veflel which Cortes had ordered to come to him with provifions
and neceflaries was at this time loft in fome ftrong gales from the north,
whereby the new fettlement was much diftrefled.
Cortes on his return to Mexico was informed of depredations com
mitted on the peaceable diftridts, by fome of the inhabitants of the
neighbouring mountains, whom he determined to chaftife in his way,
but they anticipated him, by falling upon his rear and robbing the bag
gage in a bad pafs; our allies the Mexicans made them pay well for
*
this infult, and two of their chiefs were hanged. Cortes then ordered
hoftilities to ceafe, and the people, on being fummoned, came in and
fubmitted. In the place of the chief, who was executed, - Cortes ap
pointed his brother, after which he proceeded to Mexico. In all the
provinces of New Spain none was fo bad for favage and evil manners,:
as that of Panuco. They made human facrifices, and were cruel to an
excefs, drunkards, filthy, and wicked, with thirty other turpitudes.
They were punilhed with fire and fword two or three times, and greater
misfortunes befell them when Nuno de Guzman came to be their go
vernor, for he made them all flaves, and fold them in theiflands. . ■

Alonzo de Avila whom I have formerly mentioned, was now re
turned with powers from the court of royal audience and the brothers of
the order of St. Jeronymo, whereby we were authorifed to purfue our
conquefts, to mark flaves, and to make fettlements according to the
practice in the Iflands of Hifpaniola and Cuba. They alfbdent a report
uu/. ’•
. of

of what fteps they had taken, to Caftille. His Majefty was then in
Flanders, where it was laid before him. Had De Avila been here at
the time of Tapia’s arrival he might have been very troublefome, for he
was an adherent of the Bifhop of Burgos, and had been bred up in his
houfe. For thefe reafons, and by the advice of Almedo, Cortes to put
him in good humour gave him the diftridt of Guatitlan, one of the.
richeft in that country. He' alfo prefented him with a confiderable
quantity of gold, and a much greater of kind words and promifes, by
which he won him fo completely over to his intereft that he afterwards
fent him as <his agent to Caftille/ at which time feveral gigantic human
bones were tranfmitted, together with a quantity of gold, pearls, and
valuable jewels. The bones were found in a temple at Cuyoacan; they
were prodigioufly large, and fimilar to thofe which we had procured in
Tlafcala and fent to. Caftille. The agents alfo brought over with them
three tigers, and many other things of a curious nature, which I do
not recoiled:. One part of their hufinefs was to tranfmit memorials to
his Majefty from the council of Mexico, and from us the conquerors
of New Spain, - requefting that he would fend us over holy men of good
life and- example, as bifhops and clergymen. Alfo praying, that in
confideration of our meritorious fervices , all offices of honour and emo
lument fhould be given amongft us, and the government to Cortes, as
the only fit and proper perfon. Alfo that, his Majefty would be pleafed
not to fuffcr any fcholars, or men of letters to come into this country,
to throw us into confufion with their learning, quibbles, and books.
We further reprefented the infufficiency of Chriftoval de Tapia, who
was only fent by the Bifhop of Burgos to effedta marriage be
tween the faid Tapia, and the bifhop’s niece, Donna Petronila de Fonfeca. We alfo deprecated the interference of the bifhop in the affairs of
this country as being obftrudtive of our plans of conquefts for his
* Ma
jefty’s fervice, adding that we were ready to receive his Majefty’s com
mands, proftrate on the ground, but had thought it our duty to inform
him of thefe particulars, which had been artfully kept from his know
ledge. All this, and more, was reprefented in the fulleft light, for his
Majefty’s information, and to do away the mifreprefentations of the faid
Bifhop

Bifhop of Burgos, whofe enmity was manifeft in his - having prohibi
ted the Cafa de Contradafion of Seville from fending us any fupplies.
Cortes alfo left nothing in his inkftand which could be of fervice to our
interefts, for he wrote a memorial of twenty one pages, which I read,
and certify to be to the full tenor and effed of what I have related. He
alfo farthei
petitioned,
*
that his Majefty would permit him to go to the
ifland of Cuba, to apprehend Velafquez the governor thereof, and fend
him as a prifoner to Caftille, for the injuries done by him to the gene
ral fervice, more efpecially in fending an order to put Cortes to
death.•• •' • J.
S'!.>

Our agents failed from the port of Vera Cruz, on the twentieth of
December one thoufand five hundred and twenty two, without any par
ticular occurrence on the voyage to the Terceras, except the breaking
loofe of two tigers, who wounded fome failors, and their being obliged
to kill the other on account of his ferocity . At the Ifland of Tercera
Captain Anthonio de Quinones loft his life. He was very amorous,
and in a quarrel concerning a lady there, as he piqued himfelf upon his
valor a duel enfued, in which he received a.fword wound on the head,
and died in three days. Thus the bufinefs remained in the hands of
Alonzo de Avila only. As he purfued his voyage to Europe, he fell in
with a French privateer commanded by Juan Florin,^who made prize
of him, his (hip, and all the treafure. This captain took another fliip
from St. Domingo with a valuable cargo of fugar, and hides, as alfo
twenty thoufand crowns of gold, and a quantity of pearls, fo that he
returned to France very rich, and made great prefents to the King, and
alfo to the admiral of France, the people whereof were aftonifhed at the
magnificence of what we fent to our great Emperor. The King of
France faid that the wealth we fupplied. was fufficient alone to enable
our Monarch to wage war againft him, and yet Peru was not at this
time known. It is alfo reported that the King fent to our Emperor, to
fay, that he and the King of Portugal had divided the world between
them, without giving him a (hare, and that he defired to fee the will
of our father Adam, to know if he had made them exclufively his heirs.
Uu 2
Florin
K
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Florin in his next expedition fell in with a ftrong Bifcayan fquadron,
by which he was defeated and made prifoner, and being tranfmitted to
Spain, he was hanged at the Ifland of Teneriffe. Thus was an end of
him, his (hips, and our treafure.
Avila was confined a clofe prifoner in France, but he nicceeded in
gaining the friendfhip of the officer in whofe cuftody he was, and ob
tained means of communicating with his friends in Spain, to whom he
tranfmitted all the papers and documents with which he had been entrufted, and which were laid before his Majefty by the means of the
licentiate Nunez, coufin to Cortes and relator of the royal council^
Martin Cortes his father, and Diego de Ordaz. The Emperor was pleafed on due confideration to order, that all favor fhould be fhewn to
Cortes, and that farther proceedings fhould be fufpended until his Ma
jefty’s return to Spain.
The intelligence of the lofs of the treafure was received by us as a
moft ferious difappointment. The diftridt of Guatitlan was honorably
referved by Cortes for Avila, notwithftanding his captivity, and his
brother fucceeded to it three years after,' Alonzo de Avila being then ap
pointedcontador of Yucatan.

The two captains., Sandoval and Alvarado, after the fettlement with
Tapia, returned to their detachments, and proceeded on their expeditions,
of which I will now give an account. ' 1 *
5
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CHAPTER II.

Expeditions of G. de Sandoval and P. de Alvarado
*

tV HEN our party (for I went with Sandoval) arrived at Tuftepe-

que, I took up my lodgings in the fummit of a tower in a very high
temple, partly for the freffi air and to avoid the mufquitos which were
very troublefome below, and partly to be near Sandoval’s quarters. It
was here that feventy two foldiers of thofe who Game wi,th Narvaez,
and fix Caftillian women had been put to death. The whole province
on our arrival came in and fubmitted, except the Mexican chief, who
had been the caufo of the deaths of our foldiers. Him Sandoval got arfefted, and he was fhortly after executed, being burned alive. There?
* were many more as guilty but this example was judged fufficient. After
this was done a meflage was fent to the Zapotecan mountaineers to come .
in and fubniit. Their country is about ten leagues diftant from Tuftepeque. On their refufal an expedition was ordered againftthem, underthe command of a Captain Briones, who according to his own account
had been a great officer in Italy. He marched with one hundred infan
try and about the fame number of Indian allies; the enemy were pre
pared for him, and laid a plan for a furprife, which they effected fo.
completely that they drove our party over the rocks, rolling down to the
bottom, and above a third of them were wounded, one of whom after-;
wards died. The diftridt is fo very difficult of accefs,. that troops can?
only pafs in fingle file, and the climate is very mifty and humid. The
natives are armed with large lances with an ell of blade, with. two.edges,
of ftone as (harp as a razor, and pliable fhields which cover the whole
body. They are very nimble, and give their fignals by whiftlings
which echo among the rocks with inconceivable fhrjHnefs. This diftridb
is
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is called Tiltepeque. After it had been brought to fubmiflion the go
vernment of it was afligned to a foldier named Ojeda, who now lives in
St. Ildefonfo. Sandoval who was a good humoured man began to joke
with Briones at his return, upon the bad fuccefs of his expedition, afkmg him if ever he had feen the like in Italyj for Briones was always
giving accounts how he had fevered men in two, and cut their heads
off, &c.
was not pleafed with Sandoval’s jocularity, and fwore he
had rather fight the Turks and Moors, than the Zapotecans. This
expedition was of little ufe, but on the contrary injurious. There was
another diftridt of the Zapotecans which was called Xaltepeque, the
people of which were at war with their neighbours, and immediately
on being fummoned waited on Sandoval with hahdfome prefents, and a
confiderable quantity of gold partly formed into toys, and the reft in ten
little tubes; their chiefs wore very long robes of cotton reaching to the
feet, richly embroidered, and refembling the upper robes of the Moors.
They applied to him for fome of his foldiers to aflift them againft their
enemies named the Minxes. This the ftate of his force did not permit
him to comply with, but he promifed to tranfmit an application to Mex
ico for a reinforcement for them, and in the interval would fend fome of
his men to fee, the country and the nature of the pafles; but his real ob
ject was to examine their mines. Thus he difmifled them all except
three, fending eight of us upon the bufinefs I have mentioned.
There were two of the fame name in this party, for we had three
Caftillos in our army. I who at that time prided myfelf upon my drefs,
was named Caftillo “ the gallant.” My namefake who went on his ex
pedition was a man of very flow fpeech, not replying to a queftion for
a length of time, and then he came out with fome abfurdity; he was
named Caftillo “the thoughtful!.” s The other who was very fmart and
ready in all he faid was called Caftillo “the prompt.” But to have done
with our witticifms and proceed with my narrative. On our arrival,,
the Indians turned over the earth in three different rivers, and in each
they found gold, filling four tubes of the fize of the middle finger with
it, and with thefe we returned. 'Sandoval thought that all our fortunes
were

were now made; he took a diftriCt to himfelf from which he immedi
ately procured fifteen thoufand crowns. To Captain Luis Marin he
gave Xaltepeque from whence we had obtained the gold. This turned
oilt however very indifferently. He gave me a very profitable diftriCt
there; would to God I had kept it! it^confifted of three places na
med Matallan, Ozotequipa, and Oriaca, where is now the ingenio of
the viceroy: but I thought it more confiftent with my character to go
with Sandoval upon his expeditions. Sandoval called his town Medel
lin, after the birth place of Cortes. The river De las Vanderas from
which the fifteen thoufand crowns were procured is the port, and it was
here that the merchandife from Caftille was drfcharged until Vera Cruz
became the emporium.

We now proceeded on our route for Guacacualco. The province
of Citla through which we pafled has the moft pleafant climate, and the
greateft plenty of provifions, of any we had feen in this continent; its
extent is about twelve leagues, in length and breadth, and it is very po
pulous. The chiefs immediately fubmitted. On our arrival at the ri
ver of Guacacualco, thofe of that diftriCt, which is the head one of all
the neighbouring people, on being fummoned did not appear, which
we confidered as a declaration of hoftility, and fuch in faCt was their
firft determination; but after flye days had pafled, they waited on San
doval with a prefent of fome trinkets of fine gold;. By his directions
they collected one hundred canoes, in which our troops croffed the river,
after we had firft lent four foldiers to obferve and report the ftate of the
people. The town which we founded here we called Del Efpiritu Santo,
which fublime name was given to it becaufe it was on that day we de
feated Narvaez; it.was alfo.our word in the battle, and it was on the.
fame day that we crofled this river. Here the flower of our army was,
eftablifhed, and it is certain that when we went out to the fquare upon
a feftival or review, we muftered eighty cavalry; a greater number in
proportion than five hundred now, ho,rfes were then fo fcarce and dear.
Sandovaf having examined and confidered the fituation of the neigh
bouring diftriCts, made repartitions of them as moft convenient to the
different

different fettlements. The diftridts he allotted to his of Guacacualco
were Guazpaltepeque, Tepeca, Chinanta, the Zapotecas, Copilco, Cimatan, Tabafco, Cachula, the Zoques, Techeapa, Cinacatan,
the Quilenes and Papanahaufta. We had much trouble afterwards on
account of litigation with Vera Cruz concerning three of them, Guaz
paltepeque, Chinanta, and Tepeca; with the town of Tabafco concern
ing two others, Cimatan, and Copilco, alfo with Chiapa concerning
two, the Quilenes and Zoques, and with St. Ildefonfo about the Zapo
tecas. I was very forry I fixed myfelf here; the lands were very poor,
and it turned out altogether to my difadvantage. Still we fhould have
done very well had we been left as we were at firft; but when the new
fettlements were formed our pofleffions were clipped, to accommodate
them; whereby our colony fell to decay, from being the beft, and con
taining the greateft number of the generous conquerors of Mexico; but
it is at prefent a place of very few inhabitants.
Sandoval now received intelligence of the arrival of Donna Catalina
lady of our general Hernando Cortes, and her brother,, at the river of
Aguayalco. La Zambrana alfo and her family arrived with them, and
Elvira Lopez “ the tall,” married to Juan de Palma who was afterwards,
hanged? We all fet out to pay our refpedts to thefe ladies, and I recol
lect the roads were almoft impaflable from the conftant and heavy rains.
Donna Catalina and the reft were efcorted by us to our town of Guacacualco, arid we fent word to Cortes of their arrival. After a fhort ftay
with us they fet out for Mexico. Cortes was very forry for their com
ing, but he put the beft face upon it, and received them with great
pomp and rejoicings; In about three months after the arrival of Don
na Catalina, we heard of her having died of an afthma.

Villafuerte who had been fent to Zacatula, and Alvarez Chico who
had alfo gone to Colima, were unfuccefsful in their endeavours to bring
thofe provinces into fubmiftion. Cortes then fent a party thither com
manded by Chriftoval de Oli;' the natives attacked him on his march,
killing two of his foldiers; but he reached the ftation of Villafuerte who.
.was

was afraid to ftir out of it, and the enemy had even killed four of his
men in the town. De Oli however before he departed reduced both
thefe diftrids to fubmiffion. I do not know what became of Captain
Juan Alvarez, but I believe he was killed in fome of the adions with
the natives at this time. De Oli returned fo Mexico, but had hardly
got there when intelligence arrived of three provinces being again in re' bellion. Sandoval had at this time arrived at Mexico with the ladies.
Cortes fent him with a fmall party of our Veterans to take thefe diftrids
into his hands, which he did, and punifhed, and regulated them in
fuch a manner, that we heard no more of their being refradory.

Several of the diftrids fubjed to Guacacualco rebelled on the de
parture of Sandoval, killing the Spaniards employed in the manage*
ment of the tribute; amongft others were the Xaltepeque Zapotecas/
Cimatan, and Copilco; the firft of which is difficult of accefs on ac
count of its mountains, the two others on account of lakes and marfhes,
and they were not brought to fubjedion but with the greateft diffi
culty.
At this time, and while Captain Luis Marin was employed in
fubjugating thefe diftrids, arrived at our fettlement in a fmall veflel
which came up to the town, Juan Buono the Bifcayan. He immedi
ately fummoned us all to a meeting, where, after fome compliments on
both fides, he opened his bufinefs to us, which was, to induce us to
accept as governor Chriftoval de Tapia, of whofe return to St. Domin
go Buono was ignorant. Large offers were made by the Bifhop of Bur
gos in unaddrefled letters, which Buono had a difcretionary power of
direding to fuch as would fupport his views. Thefe he accordingly
fent to fuch as he found to hold offices; I was offered a regidor’s place.
When Buono heard that Tapia was no longer in the country he was very
much difappointed. We referred him to Cortes at Mexico, whither he
went; I do not know what pafled between them, but I believe Cortes
fent him back to Caftille with fome money in his pocket.

Xx
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■ . Amongft others who courted the alliance of the Spaniards after the
conqueft of Mexico, were the people called the Tutepeque Zapotecans. They applied very earneftly for our afliftance againft a nation
which was in hoftility to them, named likewife the Tutepeques, whom
they reprefented as poflefling a very rich country. Accordingly in the
year one thousand five hundred and twenty two, Alvarado, by the or
der of Cortes, marched from Mexico with one hundred and eighty fol
diers, infantry and cavalry, with an order to take twenty more in his
march to the province of Guaxaca, and alfo to vifit certain rocky diftridis faid to be in rebellion. He was forty days upon his route from
Mexico to Tutepeque; on his arrival he was
*
holpitably received, and
lodged'in the moft populous part of the city, where the houfes join
ed, and were t roofed with ftraw, it not being the cuftom of that
country to have terraces on their houfe-tops, as the climate is very fultry. By the advice of Olmedo it was determined that our troops fhould
remove to a more open part of the town, left, in cafe of any treachery
on the part of the people, their quarters fhould be fet fire. to. When
they were fixed the chief of the town brought them provifions, and
every day fome rich prefent of gold. Alvarado defired a pair of ftirrups
of this metal, which was done according to the pattern. In a few days
after, the chief was made prifoner, on an information from the Indi
ans of Teguantepeque, who were in hoftility to theft, of his intention
to burn the Spaniards in the quarters which’they had firft afligned to
them in;jthe temples.
Some of the Spaniards fay, it was to
extort gold from him; however it was, he died in prifon, after Alva
rado had got from him to the value of thirty thoufand crowns. Appa
rently his death was owing to vexation, though Fra Bartholome did
what he could to confole and encourage him. His fon was permitted
to fucceed him in the chieftainry. Alvarado obtained from him more
than he had got from the father, and then proceeded to eftablifh a co
lony which he named Segura, as the colonifts were moftly from Tepeaca, named by us Segura de la Frontera.

Alvarado then fet out on his return, with all his wealth; for Cortes
<
*
had

had written to him to colled: what he could, to fend to Caftille.
The foldiers being thus excluded from any (hare,, fome of them formed
a confpiracy to affaffinate Alvarado and his brothers. They were prin
cipally mufqueteers and crofsbow-men. A foldier of the name of Tribejo gave information to Fra Bartholome, a few hours before it was to
be attempted. The reverend father having called Alvarado aiide, and
informed him of what he had heard, ' at the hour of vefpers, when the
latter was riding out in company with feveral of the confpirators, and
paffing by fome houfes, he faid to them, “gentlemen I am fuddenly
“ taken ill with a pain in my fide, let us return, and call a barber to bleed,
me.” On his.arrival he immediately fent for his brothers George and
Gonzalo, together with the alcaldes and alguazils. He then ordered
them to arreft the aflaffins, two of whom were hanged; one was na
med Salamanca; he had been a pilot.; The other was called Barnardino
Levantifco.. They both died like good chriftians, the reverend father
taking great pains to bring them to a due fenfe of their fituation.

Alvarado now returned to Mexico, leaving a colony in this place;
but when the colonifts found that the gold had been drawn away, that
the climate was hot and unhealthy, and infefted with mufquitos, bugs,
and other vermin, and that they and their flaves were dying faft, they
determined to abandon it, fome going to Mexico, and fome to other
places. Cortes on hearing of the fettlement being thus renounced, caufed an enquiry to be fet on foot, and found that it had been determined
by the alcaldes and regidors in council, for which he condemned them
to fuffer death, which was afterwards mitigated at the interceffion of
Olmedo to banifhment. Thus fell to the ground the colony of Segura
or Tutepeque, a very fertile country, but unhealthy. The cruelty and
extortion of Alvarado alienated the minds of the people, and they threw
of their allegiance; but that officer returning thither brought them again
to fubmiffion, and they afterwards continued peaceable.
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CHAPTER III.
Armament of Francijco de Garay.
I HAVE already made mention of F. de Garay, who was governor

of the Ifland of Jamaica. When he heard of the riches that had been
acquired here by Diego Velafquez, and of the fertile countries which
had been difcovered, ftimulated by his avarice, and encouraged by the
reflection on his wealth and means, Garray was induced to try his
fortune.
sth
h.;- /jod-vidT’. .cSln.'i-.

Having therefore fent for, and difcourfed with Alaminos our prin
cipal pilot upon the fubjeCt, His account was fo favorable that he de
termined on fending a confidential perfon one Juan de Torralva, to ob
tain from the Bifhop of Burgos the government of the country about
the river Panuco. His application having been fuccefsful he fent art
armament of three fhips, with two hundred and forty foldiers, under
the command of Alonzo Alvarez Pinedo or Pineda, which was defeated
by the Indians of Panuco, one (hip only efcaping, and joining us at
Villa Rica.
• : ’’ /

Garay receiving no intelligence of his firfl: armament, fent a fecond,
which alfo arrived at our port; and having now expended much treafure, and learning the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever
Simulated to make exertions. He therefore fitted out a fleet of thirteen
fhips, and embarked one hundred and thirty fix cavalry, and eight hun
dred and forty foot foldiers, moftly mufqueteers and crofsbow-men.
The fleet under his command failed from Jamaica in the year one thou
fand five hundred and twenty three, on the day of St. John, and arri,
ved

ved without any particular occurrence at a port called Xagua in the In
land of Cuba. On his arrival here, he learned the news of Gortes having
brought the province of Panuco under fubjedtion, and that he had fent
a petition to his Majefty to be appointed to the government of it. He
was alfo told of the heroic actions of Cortes and his companions in
arms, and of our having defeated Narvaez with only two hundred and?
feventy foldiers. He was therefore flruck with awe at the power of our
chief, and the more fo when he was vifited by the Licentiate Zuazo.
One day difcourfing with this gentleman on the fortunes of Cortes, he
expreffed his apprehenfions of a difference between them relative to the
government of Panuco, and requefted that Zuazo would mediate with
Cortes in his favor
*
to which the other affented.

Shortly after this, Garay with his armament fet out, and being
forced by a ftorm into the river Palmas, he there difembarked and march
ed for Panuco, Knowing alfo that Cortes had made an eflablifhment
there, he thought it neceffary to take an oath of fidelity from thofe un
der his command, and he nominated the officers requifite for the eflablifhment of his colony, which he meant to name the city of Garayana.

Having advanced for two days march along the fea ffiore through
an uninhabited and marfhy country, he with his troops arrivedat’fome
villages, whofe inhabitants received and entertained them hofpitably,
but, many of the foldiers flaying behind, robbed and'injured the peo
ple. Garay continued his march and at length arrived at Panuco, which
the troops had painted to themfelves as the end of their labours, but
were fadly undeceived by finding it almoft a defert, for the war of Cor
tes had wafled it, or what remained was Concealed on the approach of
the Spaniards, who found; nothing but bate Walls, where they were tch
fuflain the attack of flies/ and vermin of every ’defcription. One miffortune following another, he could get no intelligence from.; his- fleet
*,
but learned, by a Spaniard who having committed fome crime: was a*
fugitive among the Indians, that it had. not arrived at the port.. The

fame

fame perfon gave a very unfavorable account of the country of Panuco, •
enhancing that of Mexico, and this making a ftrong impreffion on the
minds of Garay’s foldiers, they began to difband, and went towards
Mexico, robbing the natives in their way.
All thefe things combined reduced Garay to. a bad fituation, and he
fent one of his officers named Diego de Ocampo, to found the difpofition of the governor under Cortes in the colony of Santiftevan, to whom
he notified the appointment he had obtained from his Majefty. This
officer anfwered Garay’s meflage politely, and returned a favorable anfwer as to their reception, requefting that the foldiers might not out
rage the inhabitants; Pedro de Vallejo, for that was his name, at the
fame time fent an exprefs to Cortes with Garay’s letter, and follicited a
ftrong reinforcement, or the prefence of Cortes himfelf.
On the receipt of the intelligence from Vallejo, Cortes difpatched
Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, Sandoval, and Gonzalo de Ocampo, bro
ther to the perfon of that name who was with Garay, and entrufted to
them the inftrudions he had received, whereby his Majefty’s. pleafure
was fignified, that all his conquefts fhould be left under his command,
until the matters in difpute between him and Velafquez fhould be
brought judicially to an iffue.

.

I will now return to my relation of the fteps taken by Garay, who
*
advanced with his force .into the -neighbourhood of St . Eftevan del Pu
erto. On receiving intelligence thereof, Vallejo concerted, a plan with
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, and being guided by five deferters who told him-that Garay’s troops were fcattered negligently in a
large town called Nacoplan, he came upon them by furprife, and made
forty sof them prifoners, affigning as a reafon, their coming withoutproducing any commiffion, and the outrages which they committed on the
inhabitants. This being reported to Garay,.he demanded the prifoners,
threatening Vallejo with the vengeance of government. Vallejo replied,
that when he fawhis Majefty’s orders he would obey them with all
humility,
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humility, and requeuing that they fliould be fent to him. At this mo
ment the perfons deputed by Cortes arrived, and Diego de Ocampo be
ing at that time firft alcalde under Cortes in Mexico,, began to remonftrate againft the entrance of Garay’s force into that country, and. feveral
days were pafled in rcmonftrances and replies
*
During this time num
bers of Garay’s foldiers deferted from.him; thus he faw every day his
force diminifhing, and that of Cortes encreafing.. From his fleet he had
intelligence, that two of his fhips had been loft in a tempeft, and that
the remainder; which were, at- the mouth of the river, had received and
rejected a friendly invitation from Vallejo to remove higher up to a pJace
of fecurity., threatening at the fame time, that in cafe of refufal he would
- confider them? as pirates.
Vallejo continued fecretly to negotiate with the officers of the fleet,
and having fucceeded with two of them, they went to the fhip of the
commodore Juan de Grijalva, and informed him that he fhould either
bring his veflel into the river, or quit the place entirely. To this Gri
jalva only anfwered by difcharging his artillery, but on the receipt of
certain letters from Alvarado and Fra Bartholome, accompanied with
promifes conveyed by a royal notary he was at laft induced to accede to.
the firft propofition. No fooner had he brought his fhip into port than,
Vallejo declared all on board prifoners to his general Cortes; he was
perfuaded however by Fra Bartholome to give them their liberty, from
motives of humanity, which as he faid was the method of atiing moft
agreeable to God and to Caefar.

The unfortunate Garay entreated-the officers of Cortes to reftore his
fhips, arid to compel his troops to return to him, promifing to give
up his intended eftablifhment, and make the beft of his way to the river
Palmas. This propofal was acceded to, and: every meafure taken to
deliver tip to him his deferters, though with little efteti; for the foldiers
defpifed Garay, and as to the oath of fervice, they faid that they had
complied with it in coming to Panuco., Garay was then in the utrnoft
defpair, and finally agreed to adopt the meafure advifed by the officers of
I
Cortes,

Corte6, in writing to that general, flating his fituation, and praying
his protection in confideration of their former intimacy. This requeft
was acceded to by Cortes, who fent an invitation to him to come to
Mexico. Garay fet out upon his journey, and when he approached the
city of Mexico, he was met by Cortes at the head of a number of Spa
nish gentlemen on horfeback, who conducted him to his newly built
palace, and having heard the detail of his diftrefles, he promifed him
redrefs, and referred the affair to Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, and San
doval. Fra Bartholome, to bind Cortes and Garay in ftronger ties of

Donna Catalina Cortes or Pizarro, and the eldeft fon of Garay, who
then held a command in his fleet. Cortes accepting the propofal gave
his daughter a liberal fortune, adding an aflent to Garay
*s
colonizing
on the river of Palmas, and a promife to fupport the undertaking.
Garay was now induced to intercede with the general, and obtained
permiflion for Narvaez to vifit the Ifland of Cuba; for which favor Nar
vaez was very thankful, and took his leave of Cortes with many profeflions of gratitude and fervice. As to Garay and his expedition, both
one and the other approached their end, for he, attending Cortes to
early mattins, and having walked about the church, and eaten his
breakfaft, was fuddenly feized with a pleurify, which after a courfe of
bleeding and purging was declared mortal. This was anounced to him
by Fra Bartholome, who accompanied the fatal news with earneft ex
hortations to him, to advert to the Hate of his^foul, and not lofe that
in the next world, as he had already thrown away his fortune in this.
Garay was imprefled by the arguments of the good father, and having
confeffed, and had the rites of the church adminiftered, he made his
will., leaving Cortes and Fra Bartholome his executors, and in four days
from the time he was firft feized he gave up the ghoft. This we obferve peculiarly to belong to the climate of thefe countries; that in four
days pleurifies are fatal, of which we had many inftances amongft our
foldiers, both in Tezcuco and in Cuyoacan. However Garay being
now dead, God pardon him his fins! amen. He received an honour

able

able funeral, and Cortes and the other officers put themfelves into
mourning. Thus died Garay in a diftant country, a ftrange houfe, and
far from his wife and children. As to his armament, being now left
without any head a competition arofe for the command’, between Juan
de Grigalva, Gonzalo de Figueroa, Alonzo de Mendoza, Lorenzo de
Alloa, Juan de Medina, Juan de Villa, Anthonio de la Cerda, and a
certain Tobarda the moft feditious fellow in the whole army. The
young Garay however was ultimately rrtade general, contrary to the in
clination of every foldier; the confequence of which, was, that they feparated in final! bodies of fifteen or twenty, and went through the coun
try pillaging as if they had been amongft Moors. This enraging the
Indians they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards off, which they fo ef
fectually executed, that in a few days they had faerificed and eaten more
than five hundred of Garay’s foldiers. In fome towns upwards of a
hundred Spaniards were faerificed together. In other places they fell on
and maffacred thefe wanderers without refiftance, and encouraged there
by, they rofe againft the fettlement of St. Eftevan in fuch numbers,
that it was with great difficulty they could be kept out of it, nor would
they have been, but for feven or eight of the veterans of Cortes, who
fupported Vallejo, a brave man, arid experienced officer. Thefe gallant
veterans induced many of Garay’s Spaniards to abide by them in the
open field, being obliged to fight three battles, in one of which Vallejo
was killed, and many were wounded. So defperate did the Indians
grow, that one night they killed and burned forty Spaniards and fifteen
horfes, and among the foldiers who were killed were feveral of thofe
of Cortes.

When the general heard of thefe outrages he was exceedingly difpleafed, and determined to go in perfon to fupprefs them ; but being at
that moment prevented, having broken his arm by accident
*
he difpatched Gonzalo de Sandoval, with one hundred infantry, fifty cavalry,
two pieces of artillery, and fifteen arcabufiers, to whom he joined eight
thoufand Mexicans and Tlafcalans, with orders not to quit thofe difitridis

£ri&s until he had fb completely fubjugated them, as that it fhould not
be in their power again to make difturbance. Sandoval was a man who
did not fleep at night when on any bufinefs of importance; of courfe
he made no delay upon his route, towards the enemy, who expected
him. in two narrow defiles, where they had concentrated the whole force
pf the refracftpry provinces. Sandoval on learning this divided his force
into two bodies, and attacked each of thefe ports. The Indians refilled
with their darts and arrows, whereby many of our foldiers were wound-,
ed, infbmuch that he was obliged to halt the body which he command
ed in that bad pofition, and fend orders to his other detachment to do
the fame for that night. The Indians retaining their firft pofition, San
doval recalled .his detachment, and began his retreat towards Mexico.
When the enemy perceived this, they thought themfelves conquerors,
and began, to follow and furround the Spaniards from all parts, fhouting at, and reviling them. This Sandoval feemed not to regard, but
continued his retreat, by which having completely deceived them, he
made a fudden countermarch at midnight, to gain the partes. This he
eftedled, but not without the lofs of three of his horfes, and confiderabl.e danger to his whole army, many of whom were wounded. No
fooner were his two columns clear of the defiles, than he perceived in
front vaft bodies of Indians, who had arrived there that very night, on
hearing that he had countermarched. He therefore again brought his
whole force into one body, and perceiving the defperation with which the
Indians fought, and that they had actually wrefted the lances out of the
hands of fix of his foldiers, while his cavalry was compofed of men
unufed to fuch fervice, he gave them full inftrudtions how to adt, tel
ling them not to halt to give thrufts, becaufe the firft thing
that the Indian does when wounded is, to feize the lance. He farther
directed, that if fuch a thing happened, the foldier fhould put fpurs
to his horfe, and with the lance firmly grafped in his hand, and under
his arm, wreft it from the enemy by the force of the horfe. Having
then placed watches, guards, and patroles, he gave orders that the ca
valry fhould remain faddled all night, and- the troops went to their re-
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pofe on the bank of a river. The Mexicans and Tlafcalans were ported
at a little dirtance, for Sandoval knew by experience, that if the enemy
attacked him in the night, he would he little benefited by them.

As foon as daylight appeared, Sandoval put his army into march,
but had hardiy advanced half a mile when he heard the found of the
drums of the Indians, and he was Ihortly after fronted by three large
bodies of their warriors, who attempted to furround him. As food as
Sandoval perceived this, he made an attack upon them with his cavalry
in two fquadrons with fuch fpirit that he entirely broke and difperfed
them. This was not however effected without the lofs of two foldiers
and three horfes. Our allies then made confiderable deftrucftion, burn
ing all before thetn/until the army arrived at St. Eftevan del Puerto.'
The remains of this colony Sandoval found in a wretched
ftate,
*
arid he
was received as one who faved them from deftrudlio'n, and the foldiers
*
of Garay who were there allured him, that the prefervation of what re
mained was folely owing to our Veterans. Sandoval then divided his
cavalry, mufqueteers, and crofsboW-men, into different bodies5, arid
placed them under the command of the veterans, witll orders to Carry *
on the war with vigour againft the neighbouring Indians, and to fend
in what provifions they could colled, for he Was unable to go but, iii
confequence of a bad wound. During three days his patties fent in a1
number of prifoners of the lower clafs, together with five chiefs, the
former of whom Sandoval releafed. He then gave out an order to his'
troops riot to fend in any but fuch as had been preferit at, or concerned,
where the lives of Spaniards had been' loft.
Sandoval now prepared for ari expedition agairift the. enemy,
*
arid
on the day after, marched out with thofe hoops which he had brought
from Mexico, and by Ikilful meafures fucceeded in taking twenty ca
ciques, who had commanded where no lefs than fix hundred Spaniards
had been put to death. Purfuing mild and fevere meafures at the fame
time, according to the circumftances, he fummoned the neighbouring
Yy 2
’
towns

towns to a treaty of peace. Some acceded to his propofals, but others
neglected to attend. With the latter he diflimulated, thinking it beft
not to notice their contumacy, and wrote to Cortes giving a full account
of what he had done, and defiring to know how the prifoners fhould
be difpofed of. Cortes on receiving thefe fatisfadlory accounts appoint
ed Sandoval to fucceed Vallejo, as commandant at St. Eftevan, and in
formed him, that for the fake of juftice, and to prevent future mifchief,
it was neceflary to punifh with death thofe who had been any way con
cerned in, or who had abetted the murders of Spaniards, and he gave
directions to the alcalde Diego de Ocampo, to take the neceflary fteps
againft them, with orders to execute fuch as fhould be legally condemn
ed. . He gave orders that every neceflary meafure alfo fhould be taken
to conciliate the natives of that province, and that proper fteps fhould be
adopted to prevent any future outrages on the part of Garay’s troops.
Thefe letters, the contents of which were highly fatisfadtory to Sando
val having reached him, he proceeded conjointly with Ocampo to put
the orders of Cortes into execution. In two days after their receipt they
proceeded to the trial of thofe caciques who were accufed, and many be
ing found guilty by evidence, or their own confeflion, were put to death .
Some were burnt and others hangedj many alfo were pardoned, and
the diftridts were, given to the children and heirs of fuch as fuffered.
Thefe adts of juftice being done, Ocampo in compliance with the far
ther inftrudlions he had received from Cortes, proceeded againft all thofe
Spaniards who had committed outrages, robberies, or murders; or who,
going through the country in bands, had invited other foldiers to defert
to them i and having feized and collected together thefe public difturbers, he caufed them to embark for the Ifland of Cuba. To Juan de
Grijalva Cortes offered the alternative of accepting a prefent of two
thoufand crowns,, and a paflage to Cuba, or if he preferred flaying in
the. country, an honorable reception at Mexico; Grijalva and all the
others were, anxious however, to return, and accordingly they fet. fail, for
that ifland^

Sandoval
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Sandoval and Ocampo having thus cleared the colony of thefe troublefpme inmates, returned to Mexico
*
> .leaving an officer of the name of
VallecillO governor of the fettlement.' On their arrival they Were received
by Cortes and every one the# as their Cervices merited, , for a general
apprehenfion prevailed of fome misfortune occurring on that expedition.
Such was the fuccefs of the meafures purfued as I have above related,
that there never was another infurredion in that province.

The reader has been told how the Licentiate Zuazo met with Garay
in the Ifland of Cuba, and that the latter made preffing invitations to
him to take a part in his expedition. Zuazo agreed to this propofal,
and promifed to follow, as foon as he could give up his office. Hav
ing effected this he embarked, taking with him two brothers of the.-or
der of mercy, Fra Gonzalo de Pontevedra, and Fra Juani de, Varillas.,
Thefe three perfons purfuing their voyage,, fell among fome fmall.iflands
named Las Viboras, very fatal to-v.effels. Here,, they were obliged! to
throw overboard their provifions,, and- the pieces of pork attracted a
number of (harks, one of which feized a failor, and tore him.to pieces,
fo that the whole water round them was difcoloured with, his blood;
They were then; obliged to, run the veflel on fhore, and in this fituationu
they were left.. Two Indians of Cuba who: were with them had the artof obtaining fire by rubbing two dry, flicks together; in the fundi they'
found fome. brackifh. water, and a. quantity of. turtles came afhore to lay
their eggs., Thus, they obtained provisions fufficient to, fuftain thirteen,
perfons. The failors alfo contrived?. to kill. the. fea. wolves which in the
night were. frequently found on the. fhore., Amongft, the crew were
two fhip’ carpenters,, who, had preferved their working tools. Out of
the. wreck;, of the veflel they conftrudted a. fmall failing boat in which
three mariners and one Indian embarked for. New Spain,, and made the:
port of Calchocuca in the river Vanderas. From thence they went to.
Medellin, and informing the governor of the. fituation in which; they had left the Licentiate,, he fent a.veflel in fearch of them.. The veflel;
arrived?

( 3P )
arrived at the ifland but Fra Gonzalo died a few days before. The reft,
fhortly arrived at Medellin; from whence they went to Mexico,
where they had all reafon to be fatisfied with the, reception they met
with from Cortes, who made Zuazo his alcalde major.
1-
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Expeditions under various officers.

As the views of Cortes were always lofty and

tending towards do
mination, and as he was well fupported by the talents and bravery of
his captains and foldiers, after having eftablifhed his power in the great
city of Mexico, and. in Guaxaca, Zacatula, Colima, Vera Cruz, , Pa-r
nuco, and Guacacualco, he learned that in the province, of Guatimala,.
there were populous nations, and rich mines. He therefore determined
fend a force under Pedro de Alvarado, to conquer andi colonize that
country, and having firft fent an embafly thither, ineffectually,
*
Alva
rado at the head of three hundred infantry, and one hundred and thirty<
five cavalry, two hundred Tlafcalans and Cholulans, and one hundred;
Mexican allies, with. four, pieces of cannon,, was ordered, to. march, to,
that province,.

to

'Cortes gave inftructions to Alvarado, that he fhould. if poftibld
bring thofe nations over to him by peaceable methods, and that Fra
Bartholome fhou Id. preach to them .upon the articles of our holy religion;
that all prifons and.cages fhould be. broken .in pieces,, and the prifoners
fetat liberty^, ;t )Jff,.:
Jedi finis'
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The expedition fet out from Mexico,. on the thirteenth day of De-,
ccmber, one thoufand five hundred and twenty three. On his march.
Alvarado received the fubmiffion of the diftrieft named the rocks of Gu-.
clam©, and there obtained many rich prefents of Gold. When the ar
my, palling the provinces of the Zapotecas of Teguantepeque, and by
Soconufco,,

(
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Soconufco, which laft place contained upwards of fifteen thoufand houies,
came into the neighbourhood of,a place called Zapotitlan, at a river
over which there was a bridge, "they perceived a number of bodies of
warriors drawn up to difpute the pailage with them. An action enfued
in which many foldiers were wounded, and a horfe killed. So nume.
rous were the Indians, that the Spaniards could not break or difperle
them without three very hard fought battles.
’ /’ <
From this place Alvarado continued his march, under conftant
alarms from the neighbouring Indians of Quetzaltenarigo, and after fotne
time he arrived at a defile which afeends a mountain, for the length of
about a league and a half.' When he arrived at the fummit, he found
there an Indian woman, very fat, and having^with her a dog of that
fpecies which they breed in order to eat, and which do riot bark. This
Indian was a Witch; lhe was in the a€t of facrificing the dog; which
is a fignal of hoftility. i Shortly after, our army perceived multitudes of‘
armed Indians advancing upon them on all fides, in a difficult broken
tradl of ground, where the cavalry could riot charge; The infantryadvanced, but our troops foon perceived that thefe Indians adled upon a4
regular plan; for they retreated into the moft rough and difficult ground,
where above fix thoufand of the warriors of Utatlan, which is adjacent
to Quetzaltenango, fell upon our people. They were howeve rfor the
prefent put to flight, but foon rallied, being reinforced by freffi troops
in great numbers, who waited our advance, and fought our troops foot
to foot parties of three or four of them feizing a horfe before and behind,
and endeavouring to pull him to the ground. During this time the ex
ertions of Alvarado, and the exhortations of Fra Bartholome, who re-'
prefented to our foldiers the fervice which they owed to God, and that
they muft conquer or die, for the extenfion of our holy faith, never
ceafed; thus animated, our troops Completely fucceeded in difperfing the
Indians. They, then halted in the field and were uhmolefted by the
enemy for three days; after which they advanced to the town of Quetzaltenango.
Meaning
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Meaning to give fome repofe to his troops, Alvarado was difappointed to find that the Indians were now affembled in greater force,
and determined-to attack him in his port. On their approach, to the
number of about fixteen thoufand, for their army was compofed of two
Xiquipils, Alvarado drew out his troops in a plain, and advancing up
on the enemy, completely defeated them, with fuch' lofs, that for a
long time after, they remained completely under awe of the Spa
niards.

The chiefs now propofed to treat for a peace, and fent ambaffadors
to Alvarado who received them kindly, but they had at the fame time
arranged a plan for the deftrudtion of the Spanifh force, and it was this.
Not far diftant was a place called Utatlan, in a difficult country, and
furrounded with defiles, whither they perfuaded him to march,
and it was determined, that when the Spaniards were arrived,
they fhould be fallen on by furprife with the forces of both the diftridts.
Alvarado marched for Utatlan, but on his arrival remarked the bad fituation of the place.’ This town was of confiderable ftrength, having
only two gates, to one of which was an afcent of about five and twenty
fteps, and the other opened to a very bad and broken caufeway. The
ftreets were very narrow, and the houfes joined; and in cafe of being
attacked, the ground about the town was unfit for cavalry. The Spa
niards obferved alfo that the women and common people had difappeared;
and fome Indians of the place which they had left told them, that warri
ors were pofted in ambufcade round the town, which ft was intended
that night to fet fire to, and that was to be a fignal for a general
attack.
Alvarado therefore ordered his troops under arms, and marched
out into the open country, telling the caciques that it was to give his
horfes grafs. They did not feem pleafed with this change, and as foon
as Alvarado had his troops clear of the town he feized the cacique who
governed, ft, and reproaching him for his treafon, ordered that he fhould
be burnt alive, but Olmedo obtained a refpite and permiffion to ufe his
Zz
endeavours

endeavours to convert him to our holy faith; he accordingly preached
an entire day, and at laft fucceeded, and as an indulgence, inftead of
being burned he was hanged, and his territory given to his fon. Alva
rado now fell upon, and difperfed fuch of the natives as remained about
the town, and his fuccefs having become known in Guatimala, pre
vious to his arrival on the frontiers of that nation which was in hoftility
with the people of Uta tian, they determined to treat; for that purpofe
they fent an embafiy charged with a quantity of gold, and to declare
their fubmiSIion as vaSfals to his Majefty; they offered at the fame
time to ferve in his wars. Alvarado accepted their fubmiShon and their
offer of fervice, defiring them to fend to him two thoufand of their war.riors, which requisition was immediately complied with. As the peo
ple had rebelled again, Alvarado continued in the country of Utatlan
about eight days, collecting a confiderablc fpoil and many Slaves, and
then fetting forward on his march, he foon arrived at the city of Gua
timala, where he was hofpitably received.
During this time the greateft harmony prevailed between Alvarado
and his troops , and the natives, the chiefs of whom informed him that
. in their neighbourhood was a nation called the Altitans, who poflefled
Several ftrong fortrefies on the fide of a lake, and who refuSed to come
in and make fubmiflion. They alfo represented them as a bad and ma
licious people. To theie Alvarado fent an invitation, but they maltreat
ed the perfons who brought it, in confequence of which, he found it
neceSIary to go with an armed force, and taking with him one hundred
and forty Spanish foldiers, and two thoufand Guatimalans, he marched
againft them, renewing his offer, which was returned by a difcharge of
arrows from their warriors, who marched out armed in coats of mail,
and founding warlike instruments. Alvarado put them to flight, and
• ptirfued them, with considerable lofs, to their fortrefies which were over
the lake. He then drove them from thence, and making feveral pri
soners, compelled them to take to the water, and crofs over to an ifland.
The principal perfons whom he had taken, he Set at liberty, and bid
them go and ufe their endeavours to perfuade their countrymen to a peace.
f
, Between
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Between threats and promifes Alvarado at length fucceeded, after which,
he returned to Guatimala. Fra Bartholome exerted himfelf with efteft
in his holy office, for, erecting ah altar and an image of our Lady, he
explained the myfteries of our faith to the natives, who imitated our ex
ample in adoring the Holy Virgin..

A people who came from a diftance towards the fouth, to make
fubmiffion, and who were named the Pipiles, told our chief, that in
their way was a nation called the Izcuintepeques, of a very malignant
and obftinate difpofition, who maltreated all fuch as went through their
country. To them he lent an invitation to come in and make fubmiflion, which they neglecting, he marched againft them with his whole
force and a body of his allies of Guatimala, and coming on them by
furprife he made great deftrudtion among them. This was an unfortu
*
nate event, productive of mifchief, and direCtly contrary to his Ma
jefty ’s orders, I have now given the reader a fummary account of the
conqueft and pacification of Guatimala and its dependencies, but jt may
be found at full length as written by Gonzalo de Alvarado. I was not
prefent at it, nor did I go into that province until my return from Hi
gueras. The Indians of this province are not good foldiers; only wait
ing the attack in broken ground.
.
>

Cortes had been informed that the provinces of Higueras and Hon?
duras contained rich mines, and certain failors alfo told him, they had
met with the natives filhing, and that they ufed nets which had weights
of gold mixed with copper; as alfo, that a ftraight, or paflage, wa£
probably fomewhere about that coaft. In compliance with his Majefty’s
orders, he therefore determined to fend a body of troops thither under
Chriftoval de Oli to fearch for this paflage to the Spice Iflands, and to
make enquiry concerning the mines. As the way thither by land was
very tedious and difficult, it was determined he fhould go by fea, and
accordingly fix fhips were provided# and three hundred and feventy fol
diers embarked# of whom one hundred were mufqueteers and crofsbowmen, and twenty two, cavalry. Five alfo of. the old.conquerors xof
Zz 2
Mexico,

Mexico, the companions of Cortes and his Majefty’s veteran fervants,
who had retired to their houfes and repofe, were commanded to take
up arms again on this occafion; and it was of no ufe to tell Cortes that
any one had ferved long enough, or fuffered hardfhips, for when Cor
tes ordered no remonftrances availed. There was alfo one Briones, a
feafaring man, of a feditious difpofition, and a bitter enemy to Cortes,
and many of the foldiers who embarked thought they had been ill ufed
in the distribution of lands and property.

The inftruftions given to De Oli were, to fail to the Havannah, to
receive provifions and rieceffaries, and purfue his voyage to Higueras,
where he was to make enquiry whether any harbour, ftraight, or paffage lay to the fouthward; alfo to fearch for mines of gold, and Silver,
and in fome commodious fituation to build a town, not neglecting the
interefts of the church, for the extension whereof, two reverend friars,
one of whom fpoke the Mexican language, were to attend the expedi
tion. .
De Oli embarked from Villa Rica, and arrived at the Havannah,
where he took on board his provisions and horfes and alfo five perfons
of thofe who had come out with Garay, and who had been expelled
from the fettlement of Panuco for feditious conduct. Thefe perfons at
tached themfelves to De Oli, and began to inftil their poifonous coun
sels in his mind, advifing him to renounce his obedience to Cortes.
Briones alfo laboured in this, and having concerted matters with Velafquez the mortal enemy of Cortes, it was fettled amongft them, that De
Oli fhould-put-himfelf under Velafquez, who would fupport him in
his expedition, and alfo make fuch reprefentations at court, that the
new fettlement fhould be taken out of the hands of Cortes, and the go
vernment thereof given to De Oli.- This man was of great perfonal va
*
lour
a-verygoodfoldier, but unfit to be a commander; he was at
this time about thirty fix., years of age, and was a native of Baeza or
Linares; he had3a goodtperfon and countenance, a cleft in his under
lip, andhi^vpics was rough and fierce; he was endued with, many
<O:.7
’
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good qualities, being fincere, and for a long time much attached to
Cortes; until the ambition of governing, and diflike of being governed,
perverted his mind, by the influence of bad advifers. He had been
brought up in. the houfe of Velafquez, but was under much greater
obligations to Cortes.

De Oli fet fail from the Havannah, and on the third of May arri
ved at his ftation, which he on that account named El Triumpho de la
Cruz. Here he appointed his civil adminiftration, making his alcaldes
and regidors of thofe whom Cortes had recommended, to him. He alfo
took pofleflion of the country for his Majefty in the name of Cortes.
His motive for doing this was, becaufe he wifhed to conceal from thefe
perfons his feceflion from his general, and wifhed to keep them his.
friends until he could afcertain how the bufinefs was likely, to turn out;■
for, if the country was as rich, as he had reafon to foppofe,. he intended!
to throw Cortes off and fet up an independent government ; if- on the
other hand, it fhould appear not to be valuable, he could return to his.
pofleflions at Mexico, and glofs over to Cortes his negotiations with
*
Velafquez, by. pretending it . was done in order, to .put him in good hu
mour, and induce him to give him the neceflary fupplieSk.. Thus was.
the new colony of El Triump.ho de la Cruz eftablifhed, from ewhence.
no'intelligence reached Cortes fox upwards of eight months.

In the townof Guacacualco were.a confiderable number of veterans,
and iSpaniards, of qualitywho were, entrufted with. the government of
the province of that
*
name,, together, with .thofe of. Citla; Tabafco, Cimatan,, Chontalpa, Cachula, Zoque,, the Quilcnes, Cinacatan, and
Chamuela, Chiapa of the Indians,^ Papanaufta, Pinula, Xaltepeque,
Guazpaltepeque, Chinanta, and Tepeque. In the whole of New Spain,,
the demand of tribute was the fignal for
* an .inforredtion, and thofe who.
attempted the collection of it were killed, as indeed were all. Spaniards .
who fell -into »the hands of the natives. In thofe provinces, the refinance
was uniyerfal, and we were under the neceflity of going round from one
city or town to another with.a company of foldiers, to. preferve the
peace.;,
J The.-
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The diftridl of Cimatan being particularly refractory, and Captain
Luis Marin being unwilling at that time to fend a body of troops thi
ther, it was determined that four neighbours, whereof I was one,
fhould be lent to try if we could bring the people to reafon. Accordingly,
fetting out upon our journey, when we approached the principal town,
we difpatched mefTengers to acquaint the people with our bufinefs.
When we came nearer to it we were met by a large body of Indians,
armed with lances, and bows and arrows, who killed two of my com
rades, and wounded me defperately in the throat. My furviving com
panion after a few blows provided, for himfelf by making off to fome
canoes by the bank of the river Macapa, fo that I was left alone; I
however retained fufliciently my fenfes, | to creep into fome bufhes where
recovering a little, I addrefled myfelf to heaven, and implored the aid
of our Holy Virgin, befeeching her not to let me die in the hands of
thofe dogs of Indians. Then, feeling my powers return to me, I {al
lied out, and forcing my paflage through the natives, giving many good
cuts by the way, I made my efcape to where my comrade was in the
canoes/ with four Indians whom we had brought with us to carry our
baggage> which they had thrown away, and which the natives quitted
us, to pillage. As it was the will of God that we fhould not lofe our
lives on this occafion, we then got acrofs the river, which is very broad
and deep, and full of alligators. To avoid the Indians we were obliged
to remain eight days concealed in the woodsy and from our not appear
ing, we were all concluded to be loft. As was the cuftom at that time,
our property was forthwith divided amongft the other Spaniards, how
ever at the end of twenty three days we returned to our town, to the
great joy of our friends, and difappointment of thofe who had gotten
pofleftion of our lands and Indians/

. Captain Marin now thought proper to go to Cortes to reprefent the ftate
of affairs, and demand more foldiers. He accordingly let out and waited
on Cortes, who gave him thirty foldiers, ..commanded by Alonzo de
Grado, with orders for the whole body of Spaniards to march for the
province of Chiapa which was in a ftate of war. Accordingly we fet out
for

for the purpofe of reducing it, and of building a town there, to keep
the inhabitants in check.

The firft thing neceflary was to make a road through the woods,
in a very marfhy country where we were obliged to make caufeways for
the horfcs to pafs. Proceeding thus, we arrived at a place called Tezpuztlan, and continued our route to another town named Cachula, from
whence we proceeded, there being no paflage previous to our expedition,
from the fear the other natives have of thofe of Chiapa, who undoubt
edly were at that time the braveft warriors in America ; they alfo robbed
paflengers and travelling merchants, and brought off the inhabitants of
thefe diftridts to colonizeand till their ground, nor could the Mexicans
ever fubdue them. This our expedition took place in Lent, the year I
cannot bring to my recollection, but think it was one thoufand five
hundred and twenty four. When we came near the city of Chiapa,
we made a review of our force, which confifted of twenty feven horfemen, twenty three mufqueteers, and a field piece under the direction of
a gunner who told us that he had ferved in Italy; however that was,
he was of no ufe, being a very cowardly fellow. We had feventy foot
foldiers armed with fword and target, and about eighty Mexicans. The
cacique of Cachula with fome of his principal people attended us, tremb
ling with fear; four foldiers of the moft active of our little army, of
whom I was one, were always fent forward to reconnoitre;: the ground
not being fit for a horfe I left mine behind, and we were ufually in front
of the army about half a league. The people of Chiapa being much
accuftomed to hunting, fome of them who were thus employed perceiv
ing us at a diftance gave the alarm, and made fignals by fmoke.

As we approached their firfl: Settlement, which is called Eftapa, and
is diftant four leagues from the principal town, we found the roads,
which ran through cultivated grounds, wide and convenient;, and on
each fide were plentiful crops of corn, and vegetables. We entered this
town, but the inhabitants had quitted it, and having polled our guards and
fent out patroles, the remainder went to reft; but we were foon roufed
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by the arrival of two of our out party, who came in at full fpeed to tell
us, that the natives were collecting from all parts to attack us. We
Rood to our arms, and advanced to meet them out of the town, where
a very fevere action enfued, for they were provided with dart's hardened
in fire, war clubs, and lances larger than ours, and alfo a good defenfive armour made of cotton. As the field of battle was very Roney, their
flingers did us infinite mifchief. They approached us fo clofe that in
the firR attack they killed two of our foldiers; and four horfes, wound
ed our reverend father, Fra Juan, and thirteen foldiers, and deflroyed
many of our allies.. Our captain; Marin, alfo was wounded in two pla
ces. This action lafled till dark night, when, having made an unfatiffaCtory experiment of the fharpnefs of our fwords and the efleCt of our
mufquetry, .the enemy retired, leaving behind them fifteen killed, and
many wounded, from two of whom, apparently principal people, we
learned, that on the next day a general attack was intended upon

The manner in which the enemy had fought convinced us that,
they were no defpicable warriors: for when a cavalry man halted to
make a thrufl the Indians feized the horfe, and wreRed the lance out of
the horfeman’s hand, pr pulled him to the ground,
i
On the next day we purfued our route to the city , of Chiapa; and
a city it might truly be called, from the regularity of its Rreets and
houfes. It contained not lefs than Four thoufandfamilies; not reckoning
the population of the many dependent towns in its neighbourhood. At
the diRance of about a quarter of a league from the place which we
had left, we found the -whole force of Chiapa drawn up to receive
us., r Their troops were adorned with plumage, and well .armed, oflenfivelyand defenfiyely,- and -the hills .refounded with their fhouts on our
appearance. It was .dreadful to behold the fury with which they threw
themfelves upon us like enraged lions; as for our black .artillery man,
and black he was indeed to us, he was fo Rupified with fear, that he
Rood trembling and unable to. put the match to .the gun, and when at
laR
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laft we fucceeded in roufing him, he fired the piece with no other
than that of wounding three of pyrown men. Our captain gave orders
to the cavalry to form in fmall, bodies, and the mufquetcers, crofsbowmen, and fword and buckler men, tp clofe into one compact battalion,
whereby the cavalry and infantry fupported eaph other-, .The enemy
were fo numerous that had we not been the men we were, it would
have gone very hard with us, and we ourfelves were aftonifhed at the
bravery of our adverfajriesj, but good father IBartholpme flood firmly
by us, and adminiftered comfort to us by his exhortations,, promifing
that we fhould be rewarded for pur. exertions, both by God and by Caefar. j Qur Captain Marin likewife frequently encouraged us, calling
out to charges.them in the name of St. jago. Wq at length forced them
to fly before us ; but as there were hard by, trafts of very rocky ground,
where thp cavalry could not follow them,'frefh bodies of Indians fell,
upon us by furprife, while we, thinking the day our own
*
were return-?
ing thanks to God and our Lady. Of thefe troops a number were pre
pared with long thongs to twift round the horfes, and throw them
down, .and they, had alfo flretched out the nets which they ufed in hunt
ing, for the fame purpofe. The enemy attacked us herofo defperately
that hardly one of oyx foldiers efcaped without a wound; they wrcftefl
the lances from fome of pur .cavalry, and killed tWQ foldiers; and five
horfes. In the centre of their army was a woman, aged, and immode
rately fat, who was efteemed by them a goddefs, and had prPmifed
' them the victory. They had alfo incenfe in a pan, and; certain idols
made of flone. This woman,, who had her body painted, and 'cotton
mixed with the-paint, ; advanced without any fear among our allies,
who were formed by companies, and by. whom this infernal deity was
in a very fhort time tprn to pieces, ; . ; a
•
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During .this lime the battle raged, and we and our paptain recorn
*'
mending purfelveslo our Lady,) and befeechingthe reverend .father, to
pray for us, threw .ourfelves into the thickefl of it,, and forced; the ene
*
my to fly, fome th the rocks, others, to the river, whereby they effefted
their efcape, being excellent fwimmers. We then halted to take breath,
iuO
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and our good friar, joined by the foldiers, fang the hymn which begins
** Salve &c,” and we returned thanks to God for the victory. Our
army then advanced towards a town by the fide of a river, where we
remained the entire day and night, paying particular attention to the
concealment of our dead.
About midnight, ten chieftains of the neighbouring diftridls came
down the river which is very broad and deep in five canoes ; they dis
embarked at one of our ports, and were made prifoners. Being brought
before our captain, they told him they belonged to a nation called the
Xaltepeques, againft whom the people of Chiapa had made war; their
objeCt was, to offer their fupport, and to obtain from us a promife,
that in cafe of fuccefs againft the Chiapans, we fhould fet free from
them the nations to which thefe Indians belonged; in the hopes of
which, they promifed us afliftance to pafs the river, which could not
other wife be done. This was very fatisfacftory to us, and therefore
leaving two of their party behind, the reft went immediately to provide
twenty canoes. The remainder of the night was parted under a ftriCl
watch, for the drums and horn^ of the enemy were heard, from the
banks of the river, where they were, collecting to attack us. As foon
as it was light we faw our friends arrive with the canoes; they alfo
(hewed us a ford, though a very dangerous one, and were urgent to
us to lofe no time in parting, to fave the lives of fome of their coun
trymen who had been made prifoners. Accordingly we parted the river,
formed into a folid column, at the ford, which took us up to our arm
pits, and where we loft one of our cavalry. On the oppofite bank
we were aflailed by the enemy with fuch a difcharge of darts and arrows,
that not one of our party efcaped without two or three wounds before
we could get out of the water, but vaft bodies of other Indians appear
ing in our rear, and declaring for us, by attacking the Chiapans, they
were foon forced to turn their backs and fly towards their city, whither
we advanced in good order, with colours flying, and accompanied by
our allies. On our arrival there, we found it too clofe built to be fafely
occupied by us, and we therefore pitched our camp in the open field.

Our
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Our captain now fent meflengers inviting them to peace, and Ihortly
after, they fent a deputation of their ^chiefs, praying forgivenefs, and requefting to be admitted fubjedts to his Majefty. They
alfo defired that the neighbouring nations might not be permitted to deftroy their houfes and plantations, which requeft was readily granted.
When we went into this town we found many prifoners confined in
wooden cages, who had been feized by them when travelling. All
thefe were releafed and lent to their homes. In their temples we found
idols of horrid figure, which Fra Juan broke to pieces, and alfo many
remains of men and boys juft facrificed, and other traces of their moft
abominable cuftoms.
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Our captain then fent orders to all the neighbouring nations to come
in; amongft the firft who obeyed were thefe of Chinacatan, Gopanauftla, Pinola, Gueguiztlan, Chamula, the Quilenes, and others of
the Zoque language, with many more which I do not recolledt. Thefe
people were much furprifed when they perceived with how (mall a body
we had ventured to attack the warlike nation of the Chiapans, whom
the Mexicans never could conquer. Fra Juan preached to them with
great fuccefs, and many came to him to be baptifed.

While this was palling, a certain Spanilh foldier, attended by eight
Mexicans, went to a town called Chamula, and there demanded with-:
out any authority a contribution of gold in the name of his captain. A
portion was collected dor him, but' not fatisfied therewith he attempted
to feize the cacique, which caufed an infurredtion in that and a neigh
bouring town named Guehuiftlan. As foon as our captain got intelli
gence of it, he cauled him to be leized, and immediately fent him oft
by exprefs, prifoner, to Mexico. This man was one who confidered
himfelf of confequence amongft us, very evil difpofed, and cruel to the
Indians.
We then proceeded to Chamula, which in confequence of the above
related outrage continued in rebellion. We were aflifted on our march
Aaa z
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by the people of Cinacltan, a polifhed and mercantile nation, and ar
riving at Chamula, • we found this place ftrongly fortified by nature,
and the inhabitants well armed, having a large kind of fhield with
Which they could cover the whole body, and which when not wanted
was rolled up
*
When we approached we were attacked with fhowers
of arrows, upon which our captain ordered the cavalry to go into the
plain, there to watch the infurgents of the neighbouring diftridts of
Quiabuitlan. Our mufqueteers then fired upon the enemy, but with very little effedt, whereas their miflile weapons injured us who were unco
vered, materially. We were during this whole day fighting thus, to
very little purpofe, and when we attempted to force the ramparts, we
.found them guarded by above two thoufand men armed with lances.
Finding our endeavours ineffectual, it was determined to procure tim
ber from another town which was depopulated, and to conftrudt of it
the machines named burros or mantas, under cover of which twenty
men or more could approach, and remain under the walls, fo as to
work an entrance. We therefore drew off for that time, and having
procured the timber and conftrudted thefe machines, we again proceeded
to the attacks Under cover of them our men endeavoured to undermine
the wall, the enemy throwing down Upon us fcalding water mixed with
blood, fire, and heavy ftones, infomuch that we were quite in defpair,
and forced to retreat to repair the machines, which having done, we
again brought them to the walls, and working under them we made
different breaches. As foon as the eneftiy perceived this, they lent up
to the top of their ramparts four of their principal perfons, priefts, and
others, who addreffed us covered with their thick fhields,. and told us,
that fince we wanted gold we might have it; and therewith threw over
feVen crowns of fine gold, together with a quantity of gold trinkets,
and other things made of that metal, caff in the forms of fhells and
birds; and they alfo at the fame time fent among us frefh fhowers of
arrows, darts, and ftones. We had fucceeded in making two confide
rable breaches in the walls, but it was now dark, and a heavy rain be
gan to fall; we were therefore obliged to defift for that night, keeping
good Watch all round our poft, and the cavalry remaining on the plain
ground,

ground, faddled and bridled. The enemy during the whole night were
founding their warlike inftruments, fuch as timbals, and fmall trum
pets, yelling, and threatening us with deftruftion on the next day,
which they faid had been promifed.to them by their gods..
At day break we again brought forward1 our machines, to work
at their walls, which the enemy defended with the grcateft obftinacy,
wounding five of our people, and amongft them myfelf by a thruft,
and were it not for the ftrength of my cotton quilted armour, the lance
would have gone through me. Thus, we were employed during the
whole day,, and the evening was drawing on, with a heavy fall of rain
and a very thick mift, as is frequently the cafe in that mountainous
country.. In confequence of this our captain called us off from the en
gagement, and about the fame time the enemy ceafing to fhout anti
make the noifes they had hitherto done, I, who was accuftomed to bufinefs of the kind, and alfo perceived that their lances were retted againft
the walls, barbicans, and battlements, except about two hundred that
ftill appeared to be in hand, began to fufpedl they were going to aban
don the place; in confequence whereof, I and one of my comrades get
ting in at a fmall breach in the wall, to fee what they were doing, fell
Suddenly in upon upwards of two hundred of them in arms, who at
tacked us with their lances, and would fpeedily have put an end to us,,
but that fome of our Indian allies who perceived our fituation, called,
out to the reft of our foldiers
*
who crouded in to where we were furrounded by thefe Indians, who only compofed the rear guard of the
garrifon, for all the reft, men, women, and children, had evacuated
the place by the other gate.

Thefe who remained we quickly put to flight, and purfuing therri^
we came up with many of the others, and made prifoners feveral men,
women, arid children. We now quitted the town, and purfued our
roiite towards Chinacatan, halting for that night at a place where at
prefent the city of Chiapa de los Efpanoles is built. Being arrived.here,
our captain difeharged fix of his prifoners,.. with orders to inform their
countrymen

countrymen that if they fubmitted, he would deliver up to them tire
whole of thofe he had taken, which meflage was delivered, and chcarv fully complied with.

In confequence of the orders which Cortes had given to our cap
tain, who was alfo my particular friend, to give me fome good fituation,
I was appointed to the command of this encomienda which I held for
eight years. The firft thing I did was, to get a reverend father to
preach to the Indians, and convert them to the chriftian faith; we ac
cordingly eredted an altar and crucifix, and he preached to them to good
effedt. The firft day we baptifed fifteen, to my great fatisfadion, for
I loved and wifhed well to them, they being now my own. There was
in this neighbourhood a people who inhabited three fortified towns, and
were in rebellion againft us, named the Guegueftitlans, and it became
neceflary to march againft and reduce them. Leaving therefore our
wounded and baggage behind, the moft ftout and adtive among us pro
ceeded againft them; they had barricaded all their approaches with fall
en trees; which we cleared by the afliftance of our Indian allies, and
arrived under their fortrefles, which appeared likely to give us enough
to do, for the firft we came to was full of warriors who were well ap
pointed, oflenfively and defenfively. When we mounted to the aflault
they all fled and left the place to us, but our allies made two of them
prifoners, who were immediately releafed, and lent with offers of peace
and good treatment to their friends, on fubmiflidn. Thefe conditions
they accepted and came in, bringing with them fome trifling prefents
of gold, and feathers of the quetzal.
Having thus effected our bufinefs here, .we proceeded according to
the directions of Cortes, to eftablifh a colony. Hereupon there was a
difference of opinion amongft us, for fome were for it, but others who
had plantations and Indians in Guacacualco were adverfe, objecting to it
as an unfit fituation for cavalry, and faying alfo that our force in its
prefent reduced ftate was infufficient, the diftridt being populous, and
the towns built in the faftnefles of the mountains. Thus our party fell
:
into

into difputes upon this and other fubjefts, for our captain, Marin, and
Diego de Godoy who was a royal notary and a very bufy perfon, were
adverfe to the plan. That troublefome fellow Alonzo de Grado, alfo
it appeared, was poflefled of a patent from Cortes, giving himanencomienda in the province of Chiapa, when it was reduced to obedience.
By virtue of this he demanded from Marin the gold which had been
obtained from the Indians of Chiapa, and alfo that which had been
found in the temples, amounting to one thoufand five hundred crowns.
This Marin refufed, alledging that it was neceflary to employ it in re
placing the horfes which had been killed in the expedition. All thefe
differences together brought matters to fuch an extremity, that our cap
tain put both of them in irons, determining to fend De Grado to Mex
ico; as to Godoy, by dint of interceflion and promifes he obtained his
releafe. Godoy made but a very bad return to Marin for his lenity, for
he immediately entered into a cabal with De Grado, and it was agreed
between them to make a formal complaint to Cortes againft him. I
was applied to alfo to write to him in exculpation of De Grado, becaufe
they faid that Cortes would believe my reprefentations. I did write in
deed, but it was to let Cortes know the true ftate of the cafe, and by no
means charging Marin with any impropriety. De Grado was fent to
Mexico under an oath to prefent himfelf to Cortes within eighty days;
that time being allowed on account of the diftancer which is upwards
of one hundred and ninety leagues.

It was now determined by us, to chaftife thofe people who killed
the two foldiers of that party wherewith I was fent, as formerly men
tioned. In our way we marched through a diftridt fo very rugged, that
the paflage was impoflible to our horfes without afliftance, which, on
an application to the caciques was readily afforded us. Thefe people are
named Tapelola. Continuing our route by the Silo, Suchiapa, and
Coyumelapa diftricfts we came to thofe of the Tecomayatacal and Ateapan Indians. The houfes in the chief town, which belonged to my diftricft, joined each other, and formed a very populous and extenfive place.
Near
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Near this was a large and deep river, which it was neceffary to pafs,
and here we were oppofed by the people of the town and vicinity, but
after a (harp action, wherein we had fix foldiers wounded and three hor(es killed, we put them to flight, they all taking to the mountains and
woods, having firft fet fire to their town. We ftayed here five days
taking care of the wounded, and having made many of the women of
this place prifoners, our captain fent to invite the people to peace, which
was accepted, and they returned to thfeir homes. Godoy was averfe
from this lenity, and told our captain that thefe people who had revolt
ed without any reafon (hould be punifhed, or at any rate made to pay
for the horfes which were killed in the action. I was of a different
opinion, and thought that fince they came peaceably they (hould not
be made to fuffer; and giving my opinion freely, Godoy became enra
ged and broke out into angry words, from which we came to blows,
and drew our fwords. A good many cuts paffed between us before we
could be parted, and if we had not been’ fo, one or other of us would
have loft his life. Marin, who was a good and mild man, faw the
impropriety of ufing harfh meafures with thefe people, 2nd reftoring all
their property to them, left them in peace.

We continued our march, and pafling by other diftridts of Cimatlan, and Talatiopan, we were aflailed by a number of their archers,
who gave us a volley whereby above twenty of our foldiers were wound
ed, and two horfes killed j and but that we immediately attacked and
drove them from their poft, they would have done us much mifchief.
I muft obferve, that thefe are the ftrongeft archers that ever I met with,
for they drive their arrows through two fuits of cotton mail well quilted ;
which is a wonderful force. Their country is. in great part marfh,
which (hakes when a foot-man walks upon it. It was therefore in vain
to purfue the natives, and as for our offers of peace they treated them
with negledt. We therefore thonght it beft to make our (horteft way
to our town of Guacacualco. We took our route for it by the diftridt
of Guimango, Nacaxa, Xuica, Teotitlan, Copilco, and others which
Ido
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I do not recoiled, to Ulapa, and acrofs the rivers Agaqualulco, and
Tonala, to Guacacualcor where the skilled horfes were paid for at a
penny a pound.

As to De Grado, ’(vhen-he atrived af Mexico and waited on Cortes,
the general was highly difpleafed with him, telling him to take three
thoufand crowns and gey to the'Ifland of Cuba, and give him and others
no farther trouble. De Grado however made fuch apologies that they
were afterwards good friends.

h 1OW
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CHAPTER V.

T

Tranfactions in Old Spain.

AN the year one thoufand five hundred and twenty one, our moft Ho
ly Father Pope Adrian of Lobayana fucceeded to the- fovereign pontifi
cate. He was then governor of Caftille, and refided in the city of
Vittoria, where our agents waited upon him to kifs the foot of his holinefs. At the fame time arrived a great nobleman from Germany,
called Mofiur de Lafoa, chamberlain to his Majefty, by whom he was
fent to congratulate his holinefs on his election. This M. de Lafoa,
having heard the heroical actions of the conquerors of Mexico, and the
great works they had done for the extenfion of our holy faith, by the
converfion and baptifm of fo many thoufands of Indians, was interefted
in our behalf, and applied to the Holy Pontiff, requefting him to acce
lerate the bufinefs wherein our agents were employed. This requeft
was readily granted, for independent of what was laid before him by
our agents, our holy father had received many complaints againft the
Bifhop of Burgos from perfons of high honour and quality, whereby
our agents were encouraged to] proceed in a formal accufation againft
him. Thofe who were moft active in the bufinefs were Francifco de
de Ordas, the licentiate Francilco Nunez coufin to
Cortes,, and Martin Cortes our general’s father, who were affifted by
many great and powerful noblemen, but principally by the Duke de
Bejar; and thus countenanced, they brought forward their charges with
great effect.
The firft was, that Velafquez had bribed him with a diftrhft, with
the people <?f which he worked gold mines. Secondly, that in the
year

(

375. )

vear one thoufand five hundred and feventeeh, when one Hundred and
ten of us procured veffels at our own expence and fet out for the difco-'
very of New Spain, the Bifhop of Burgos informed his Majefty that it
was Diego de Velafquez who had done fo, contrary to. the truth.
Thirdly that Velafquez had lent twenty thoufand crowns in gold,
which his nephew Juan de Grijalva had obtained, to the bifhop, and
no part to his Majefty ; and that when Cortes fent a prefent of gold the
bifhop feized it, fupprefiing our letters, and fubftituting others, afcribing the faid prefent to Velafquez. Alfo that the bifhop Retained one
half of the treafure, and when Puertocarrero applied to him for permiffion to wait upon his Majefty, he caufed him to be feized and thrown
into prifon, where he died. Alfo, that he fent orders to the -officers of
the Cafa de Contradtacion of Seville, that they fhould not give any af-r
fiftance to Cortes. Farther, that he appointed as officers to the military
fervice in New Spain, fuch as were not fit for it, as was .the. cafe in re
gard to one Tapia, to-whom, in order to bring about a marriage between
his niece and the faid Tapia, he promifed the government of New Spain.
Alfo, that he approved for good, the falfe relations tranfmitted by the
agents of Velafquez, which he forwarded to his Majefty, fupprefiing
thofe of Cortes which were the true ones. There w'ere befides many
other charges, all very well fubftantiated, and which he could, not
deny. / ,

Thefe things being all brought to, light, his holinefs was pleafed
to order, that the Bifhop of Burgos fhould have no farther authority in
New Spain, that Cortes fhould be declared governor thereof, and that '
Velafquez fhould receive compenfation for the expences he had been
at, and could duly prove.. His holinefs fent alfo to New Spain a num
ber. of indulgences for the hofpitals and churches, - and was pleafed to
diredl Cortes and us the conquerors to pay unremitting attention to the
converfion of the Indian^, adding how much it was the duty of himfelf
and all Chriftendom to pray for thofe who had done fo much Tor the:
advancement of our holy fajth. He alfo was pleafed to fend to us his
,
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holy bulls of abfohition. All this his Maj efly gracioufly thought pro
per to confirm, fo far as relates to the civil and military eftablifhment,
adding thereto his order to Velafquez to give up his government of Cuba,
on account of his having fent out the armament under Narvaez in de
fiance of the peremptory orders of the royal chamber of audience, and
of the brethren of the order of St. Jerome. The Bifhop of Burgos was
fb affedled by the cenfure which his holinefs the Pope patted upon his
conduct, and by his Majefty’s orders in confequence thereof, that when
he retired to his country feat at Toro he fell dangeroufly ill.

At this period arrived in Old Caftille, Pamphilo de Narvaez, and
Chriftoval de Tapia, whom the Bifhop of Burgos had created governor
of New Spain, together with the pilots Umbria and Cardenas. Thefe
perfons waited on the bifhop to demand his permiflion to lay their accufations againft Cortes before his Majefly, and as the bifhop defired no
thing better than to hear complaints of Cortes and of us, he fhewcd
them every favour in his power. When the agents of Velafquez per
ceived this, they gladly joined the party, and all together went to prefer
their charges before the Emperor.
They made ftrong accufations againft Cortes; firft, that Velafquez
fitted out armaments three times to his own great coft, and entrufted
the command of the laft to Cortes, who broke his engagement. Far
ther, that when Velafquez fent Narvaez with his Majefty’s commiflion
as governor general of New Spain, Cortes made war upon, and defeated
him. Alfo, that when the Bifhop of Burgos lent Tapia to take the go
vernment of thofe countries in his Majefty’s name, he refufed to obey,
and. by main force compelled him to reimbark. They alfo acpufed Cortes
of having obtained a quantity of gold in the name of his Majefly, and
converting it to his own ufe; of having taken to himfelf a fifth of all
prizage; of having burnt the feet of Guatimotzin; of retaining the fol
diers (hares i and. building palaces and fortified houfes that were as large
as whole villages, making the inhabitants round Mexico work at them,
and forcing them ta draw large cyprefc trees, and ftones, from a great,
diftance;
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diftance; and that he had given poifon to Francifco de Garay, to get
from him his troops and (hipping. There were many other accufations
brought forward, fo that his Majefty was at laft tired of hearing them,,
believing them to be true.

Narvaez, when admitted into the Emperor’s prefence addrefled him
in his pompous tone of voice, as follows. 44 Your Majefty muft fur*♦ therknow, that on the night I was taken prifoner, having your
44 royal commiftion in my pocket, my eye put out, and in apprehenfion
44 of being burnt alive, for the apartment was in flames, one of Cor44 tes’s captains, Alonzo de Avila at prefent prifoner in France, violent44 Iy tore your commifltOn out of my pocket, and when. I claimed it,;
44 declaring what it was, he denied the fait, and faid that they were
44 bonds for money owing me by Spaniards in Mexico, and which f
44 was coming to enforce.” At this the Emperor could not refrain from;
laughing. In regard to the charges, his Majefty laid, he would give:
orders that ftridt juftice fhould be done; and he forthwith commanded,
that certain perfons of his royal privy council fhould be formed; into at
court of enquiry to hear and decide upon thefe allegations . The per
fons who compofed this court were Mercurio Catarinario grand chan
cellor of Italy, Dela Soa, and Dodtor De la Roche, Flemings, Hernando
de Vega lord, of Grajales, the Doctor De Garavajal, and the Licentiate?
Vargas.
This court gave notice to the parties to come forward, and’accordsingly they produced their charges in the fame form that they had been;
laid before his Majefty., To the charges brought by Velafquez it was
replied, that De Cordova; was the difeoverer of New Spain, who did it
with his companions at their own coft, and: that Velafquez was here
alfo criminal, in that he ordered him to ,go to the Ifland of Los Gua-.
najes, to take Indians by force,, and make (laves , of therm Farther, that
admitting he fent Juan de Grijalva; thither, it was .not for the purpofe
of colonization but. only for trade. That for the expences incurred, the
principal part was born by the different captains, and not by. Velafquez,,
and

and thefe captains had there collected twenty thoufand crowns, the
principal part of which went to Velafquez. Farther, that Velafquez
gave the Bifhop of Burgos Indians in the Ifland of Cuba to procure
gold, neglecting his duty to his-Majefty. Alfo, that admitting it was
he who fent Cortes, it was by the approbation of his Majefty, and by
the providence of God; for that any other commander would have fail
ed in an undertaking of fuch danger, and that Cortes was not fent by
him to colonize, but to barter; and that his eftablifhment in the coun
try was owing, not to the inftruCtions of Velafquez, but the inftances
of his companions, for the fervice of God, and his Majefty. Alfo
that it was well known, that Cortes reported the whole of his proceed-'
ings to his Majefty, fending therewith all the gold he had been able to
produre, he, and his companions, awaiting his Majefty’s further orders,
proftrate on the earth. It was alfo reprefented, how the Bifhop of Bur
gos fupprefled the laid letters, and feized the prefents, concealing from
*
his Majefty our meritorious fervice; and when our agents wanted to
obtain permiffion to wait on his Majefty, he threw one of them, Puer-,
tocarrero, into prifon, where he died; and that he forbid the officers of
his Majefty at Seville, to furnifh us with what we required. All which,
was done by the faid biffiop, from a corrupt motive, as he wanted to
procure a marriage between either Velafquez or ..Tapia, and his niece
named Donna Petronila de Fonfeca, as he had promifed that his fon-inlaw fhould be governor of Mexico. In fupport of ail which accufations
they were ready to produce proofs. As to the expedition of Narvaez,
our agents replied, that in the firft place Velafquez deferved to fufler
death for difobedience of his Majefty’s orders; and alfo, that he applied
himfelf folely to the bifhop, neglecting his Majefty, which was a high
difrefpeCt; in confequence therefore of the above mifdemeanors and
crimes, our agents, prayed that the court would be pleafed to award ,
punifhnaent; to which the court replied that they would take it into,
confideratioi).
yr
In reply to the charges brought againft Cortes by Narvaez it was
reprefented, that on his coming to New Spain he fent word to the great
King

King Montezuma, that he came to refcue him, and thereby caufed fuch
a difturbance in the country, as produced a dangerous war. That on
his arrival at Vera Cruz, Cortes had written to him a friendly letter, de
firing to lee his commiflion, to which Narvaez would make no anfwer,
but declared war againft Cortes and his companions, notwithftanding
that Cortes invited him to, and reprefented the neceflity of, an amicable
junction, for the good of his Majefty’s fervice,- left all fhould be loft.
But Cortes finding that all his offers were neglected, and Narvaez not
fhewing him his Majefty’s commiflion, and knowing the mifcondudt
of Narvaez in feizing his Majefty’s oydor, to bring him to punifhment
for for doing, '(vent to him, determined to fee his authority, and to know
the reafon of his conduct, and that Narvaez had then attempted to furprife and feize him, of which he could adduce proofs and witnefles,
afnongft others Andrez de Duero, who was at that time with Narvaez.
In regard to his caufing the failure of Garay, and poifoning him at
breakfaft, it was replied that the failure of the expedition was owing to
Garay’s own mifcondudt, and ignorance of the country. That when
Garay found his fituation hopelefs, he accepted the friendly offer which
Cortes had made him, of an hofpitable reception at Mexico, where an
alliance was agreed upon between the families, and Garay was to have
had afliftance to eftablifh a colony on the river Palmas; and that if it
was God’s will to take him from this life, according to the oaths of
the phyficians, by a pleurify, it was not in the power of Cortes to pre
vent it. Cortes alfo proved in anfwer to the charge of having retained
his Majefty’s fifth, that he had fairly expended it in the fervice, toge
ther with fix thoufand crowns of his own property: that the fifth which
he deducted for himfelf was according to compact, and in regard to the
charge of detaining the foldiers prize money it was replied, that in the
capture of Mexico very little gold remained to be divided, inafinuch as
the wealth of the place was almoft all fallen into, the hands, of the Tlafcalan and TezCucan allies. In regard to burning the feet of Guatimot
zin, it was done contrary to the inclination of Cortes, by his Majefty’s
officers, to force him to difcover where Montezuma’s treafure was con
cealed. In anfwer to the charge of his buildings, it was ftated,. that they
..
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were truly fumptuous, and that the cyprefles and ftones were brought
from a great diitance, but that the faid buildings were for the ufe and
honor of his Majefty and his fucceflors: that the materials were brought
the principal part of the way by water, and that the work was carried
on by the general labour of the Indians, under the order of Guatimotzin,
as is always the cafe in building the houfes of the great in that country.
As to the complaint of Alonzo de Avila forcibly taking the commiflion
from Narvaez, it appeared upon infpedtion that there was no commif
lion whatever in thofe papers, the whole of which were receipts for the
purchafe of horfes, and other things fimilar; but that Cortes never law
them, nor was it done by his order. • In regard tothe complaints of the
pilots againft Cortes, the feet of Umbria were cut off by the hand of
juftice, as a punifhment for running away with his fliip, and Car
*
denas had refufed to take his (hare in the divifion of the gold, content
ing that the whole fhould be tent to his Majefty, but that Cortes had
given him out of his own purfe three hundred crowns, which was as
much as he deferyed, being a perfon of little confideration, and no foldier. In regard to the charge relative to Tapia, it was alledged that had
he come to Mexico and produced his Majefty’s orders, they fhould have
been received by Cortes, proftrate on the ground, with all refpedt, and
humility; but his incapacity was fo notorious, that it was the univerfal
defire, and advice, of the Spaniards then in New Spain, that Cortes
fhould remain in the command. Thefe charges and exculpations hav
ing been duly weighed by the court for five days, it was determined to
lay the whole of the proceedings before his Majefty, together with their
decifion, which was accordingly done. The fentence which they gave
was entirely in favour of Cortes: the merit and valour of him and the old
conquerors of Mexico were highly praited, and filence was impofed on
Velafquez as to his complaints, he being told that if he looked for a re
muneration of. his expences he muft feek it from Cortes by courfe of
law. Cortes was aHb declared governor general of New Spain, accord
ing to the orders of his holinefs the Pope. The court alfo approved of
the arrangements made by him in that country, and authorized him to
make the divifions of the diftridis in fuch a manner as he thought fit
*
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Narvaez was referred forredrefs to France, where Avila who had feized his papers was at prefent prifoner; the pilots Umbria and Cardenas
obtained royal cedules, granting to them property in New Spain to the
amount of one thoufand crowns in rent; and it was ordained, that Cor
tes’s veterans ihould all have immediate and ample gratifications, in
lands and Indians, and fhould enjoy pre-eminence and precedency, fuch
as their valour deferved. TheTentence thus given was taken to Valla
dolid to be confirmed by his Majefty, who was then on his way to
Flanders,, and who did confirm and ratify it accordingly. His Majefty
alfo gave orders relative to the banifliment of lap fed converts in that
country, and forbid the admifijon of fcholars for a term of years. His
Majefty and the King of Hungary were alfo pleafed to write to Cortes
and to us, thanking us for the fervices we had rendered. The affair
being thus decided in our favour, the documents were intruded to Rodorigo de Paz, coufin to Cortes, and to another relation of his, named
Francifco de las Cafas, who arrived at St. Jago in Cuba, the refidence
of Velafquez the governor, where the fentence being made known to
him, and proclaimed by found of trumpet, he fell ill from vexation,
and fhortly after died very poor and miferable. Montejo was given by
his Majefty the government of Yucatan and Cozumel, with the lordfhip and title of Doh. To Diego de Ordaz he confirmed his poffefiions
in New Spain, and ennobled him giving him for a coat of arms the
Volcano of Guaxocingo, and with thefe honours and emoluments they
returned to Mexico, from whence in two or three years De Ordas went
back to Caftille, to obtain from his Majefty permiffion to conquer the
province of Maranion, in which undertaking he loft his life and all his
property. The Bifhop of Burgos was reduced to defpair when he learn
ed the manner in which the affair had gone, and that all his tran factions
with Velafquez had come to light.

When Las Cafas and Rodrigo de Paz brought the intelligence to
Mexico, that Cortes was appointed governor of that country, there was
univerfal rejoicing. The meffengers were liberally rewarded, Las Cafas
being made captain and prefented with a good diftridt called Anquitlan,
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and De Paz obtained other valuable pofleflions, and was appointed by
Cortes his major domo and fecretary. To all thofe who came from his
country of Medellin, Cortes gave Indians, and to the captain of the
veflel a liberal reward in gold.

Some readers may be curious to learn how thefe matters came to
my knowledge; to which I reply, that the conquerors received infor
mation of the proceedings of our agents or procuradors, in four or five
letters written by them from Caftille; but I ufed then to fay often, that
it appeared to me that they procured only for Cortes and themfelves, and
during all that time, we who had made Cortes what he was, remained
encountering one danger and hardfhip after another. May God grant
us his protection, and inftil into the mind of our great Casfar the de
termination to caufe his true and juft intentions to be carried into effect.

CHAPTER VI.
TranfaElions and occurrences in Old and New Spain.
Expedition againft the Zapotecans.

AT appeared to us, the moft ancient, wife, ahd experienced conque
rors of Mexico, that Cortes ought now to confider duly who were his
friends, and flood by him through the whole of his difficulties and
dangers, from the firfl, and to fettle his accounts with Pedro, with
Sancho, and with Martin, according to their deferts; which was to be
done by recalling to him thofe who were low, and poor, and unfortu
nate, and by placing them in good fituations, according to their deferts,
and his Majefty’s orders. All this Cortes was bound in duty to do, as
alfo to procure for us and our children all the good offices, and emolu
ments, that were to be had in this country of New Spain. But, “ that
“ which does not grow from the fkin, hangs loofely to it;” and fo it
appeared, for inftead of doing this he procured fuch for no one but
himfelf, as in the firft place the government, and afterwards when he
went to Caftille, and got his title. But to advert to other matters. In
regard to the divifion of the country, it was decided by many of the
moft experienced, brave, and fage conquerors thereof, that the proper
method would be, to divide it into five parts, one whereof fhould go to
his Majefty, another to be for the eftablifhment and revenues of our ho
ly church, and the other three to be given to Cortes, and the reft of us,
the true original conquerors of the country; that each fhould have a
fhare in perpetuity, and in proportion to his rank and deferts, and that
we, for our parts, who had ferved his Majefty here, without putting
him to the. leaft coft, and as one may fay without his knowledge, he be
ing in Flanders, would be well fatisfied therewith, and contented, and
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at our eafe, not wandering about the world as is at prefent the cafe, and
falling from bad to worfe; for many of us at this moment are without
a morfel of bread to eat, and God knows what will become of our
children.

I will now relate what Cortes did, and which I call a very unfair
diftribution. To the Veedor Chirinos, the Factor Salazar, J. de Ri
bera and all thofe who came from Medellin, and to the dependents of
great men who flattered and told him pleating things, he refufed no
thing. Not that I blame him for being generous, for there was enough
for all; but I fay that he ought to have firft confidered thofe who ferved
his Majefty, and whofe valour and blood made him what he was.
But enough of this, and now to other matters, for it is ufelefs detailing
our misfortunes, and how he treated us like vaflals, and how we were
obliged to take to our old trade of expeditions and battles; for though
he forgot us in his diftribution of property, he neVer failed to call on
us when he wanted our afliftance. However before I take leave of the
fubjedt let me mention, that when Luis Ponce de Leon came to fupercede Cortes, we went to the general, to requeft that he would give us
fome part of that property which his Majefty had at that time ordered
that he fhould refign. He then told us, and fwore it, that if he return
ed to his government he would provide for us all, and not do as he had
done, for which he was verj^forry. As if we were to be fatisfied with
promifes and fmooth words.

There had lately arrived certain officers of his Majefty from Old
Caftille, amongft whom were Alonzo de Eftrada the treafurer, Gonzalo
de Salazar the fadtor, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan de Alde
rete being dead,) Pedro Almindes Chirinos the Veedor, and many
others.

One Rodrigo Rangel whom I have already mentioned, now came
to Cortes, telling him that he had hitherto acquired no fame in the
wars, and wifhed to have a command given him, wherewith to go and
conquer
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conquer the Zapotecans who were in rebellion, and to take with him
Pedro de Ircio as his private counfellor and director. Cortes knew very
well this man was not fit for any fervice, being a poor difeafed miferable objedl, from the effects of his fins; he therefore put him off, telling
him that nation was not eafily to be conquered on account of the high
rugged mountains which they inhabit, and which are always covered
with mills and clouds; as alfo that cavalry could not be brought againft
them, on account of the bad and narrow roads which it was neceifary
to climb like ladders, each foldier’s head at the heels of his file leader.
However at laft Cortes agreed to the propofal of this man who was a
fellow of a very flanderous tongue, and one whom he would have been
glad to have got rid of in this way where he was likely to lofe his life.
The general in confequence wrote to ten or twelve of us who were in
Guacacualco, defiring that we Ihould go with him, and I was one of
the number thus feledted. Thefe Indians are a light and very adtive
people, and when in the field have a way of whiffling and fhouting,
which makes the hills and woods refound again. Having this man
with us it was impoflible to effedt any thing, and as we advanced under
a very heavy rain, we came to a village of fcattered houfes, fome being
upon a ridge, and others in the valley. Poor Rangel, whined and com
plained all the way of the pain of his limbs, to our great annoyance
*
knowing it was entirely ufelefs trouble and danger, and that the Indians
who were fo nimble would deftroy us climbing the rocks in one file,,
if they made a ftand any where. It was at laft agreed, as Rangel grew
worfe and worfe, to abandon the black expedition as we ufed to call it,
and return to our homes.. His counfellor alfo as he called him,, Pedro
de Ircio, was the firft to advife him to it, and fetting the. example by
following his own advice, went home to. his town of Villa Rica. Ran
gel however preferred accompanying us to. Guacacualco,. which was
more grief to us than going with him in his expedition. He had hopes
that the hot climate of that country, as he laid, would relieve him of
his pains.
No. fooner had we arrived at this place then, he took in his head to
go,

go upon an expedition againft the Indians of Cimaton and Tatupatan,
who were rebellious, for they thought themfelves fecure amongft their
great rivers ancLtrembling marfhes. They were alfo formidable warri
ors, ufing very large and ftrong bows. Rangel however produced his
commiflion from Cortes, and we dare not but to obey and march with
him, to the number of one hundred horfe and foot. We accordingly
fet out, and arrived at a pafs between the marfhes and lakes, where the
whole force of the Indians was drawn up to receive us, having made
circular barricades of very grofs timber, with fpike holes to fhoot through,
and pallifadoes. Here they gave us a hearty welcome with a flight of
arrows and darts, killing feven horfes and wounding Rangel and eight
foldiers. We had often told him what ftout warriors thefe Indians were,
and as he was a prating fellow he now exclaimed, by heaven, if he had
believed us, he would not have been in that jeopardy now, and that in
future we the old conquerors of the country fhould be his captains and
not he ours. As foon as our wounded men and horfes were drafted, he
begged I would go forward to reconoitre. I took with me a veiy fierce
greyhound which belonged to him, and feledting two other foldiers for
my comrades, defired the infantry to follow us clofe, and for Rangel
and the cavalry, that they fhould keep a good diftance in the rear. Purfuing our route towards Cimaton, we fell in with another poft fortified
like the preceding one, and defended as ftrongly, fromSyhence we re
ceived a volley, which killed the dog, and wounded me and each of
my comrades. I received an arrow in my leg, and feven more remain*
ed in my cotton armour. I called immediately to fome of our Indian
allies who were a little in rear of us, to go and- bring up all the infantry ,
but to order the cavalry not to advance, as all their horfes would furely
be killed. When the infantry came up we attacked the barricades, and
forced the Indians from them, driving them to their marfhes where it
was impoflible to follow them a ftep, without danger of finking and
being ftnothered. We then advanced, and halted at a village. On the
next day we proceeded, and were encountered by a large body of Indians:,
pofted in a marfh. This was an inftance of the addrefs of the natives,
in chufing to meet us in the plain, hoping that they could draw our
cavalry
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cavalry to charge them, in expectation that galloping full fpeed they
fhould run into the marfh, and fo it happened; for in fpite of all we
could fay to Rangel of their art and ftratagem, and how neceflary it was
to be wary, he ran his cavalry full at them, and tumbled in himfelf the
firfl, head foremofl into the marfh, where the Indians began to clofe
upon him, in order to feize him alive for facrifice.

By great exertions, we got him, badly wounded, out of their
hands, half drowned, and his poor fore head expofed and broken. As
this country is very populous, we found a village hard by, whither we
went to take repofe and drefs the wounded . It was abandoned on bur
approach, but we had hardly been there a quarter of an hour when we
were attacked with fuch violence, that in the firft onfet they killed one
of our foldiers and two horfes, and we had much to do to drive them
off. All this time Rangel was complaining of his wounds and bruifes,
and the mufquitos got about him in clouds. The vermin alfp with
which that country is infefled, bit him to fuch a degree that his life
was infupportable, for he could get no reft day or night, and the rain
fell inceffantly. He, and fome of Garay’s foldiers whom he had brought
with him, feeing that nothing had been got but three very hard fought
battles, and that eleven horfes and two foldiers had been killed and ma
ny more wounded, began to grow very fick of the bufinefs, and to
wifh to be quickly at home. But Rangel did not wifh to have it ap
pear that this retreat was a choice of his, and therefore fummoned a,
council of fuch as he knew were of his own opinion.
t
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About twenty of us had at this time gone to fee if we could make?
any prifoners among fome gardens and plantations hard bywe took,
five, and on my return Rangel called me afide and told me that the
council had determined to retreat, defiring me to bring over the reft to
it. Having known the man before, I had a kindnefs for him. How
fir, faid I to him can you now think of returning? What will Cortes
and the world fay of you, when they hear of your retreat without ef
fecting any thing in thefe two expeditions ? You furely cannot think of
returning
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returning till you have reached the head town of thefe Indians ! 1 will
go forward on foot and reconoitre with the infantry, give my horfe to
another l'oldier, and do you follow in the rear with the cavalry
*
By
heavens cries out Rangel, for he was a very loud talker, Bernal Diaz
gives good advice; the lot is cart and we will march on. This was ac
cordingly done, contrary to the inclination of feveral, and we advanced
in good order to Cimaton, the principal town, where we were faluted
as ufual with a flight of arrows, and then, on entry, found it abandon
ed. We burned it in part, and took feveral Indians whom we difmiffed, deiiring them to invite their neighbours to peace and amity; but
thofe we fent never returned to us. This enraged Rangel againft me,
and he fwore I fhould procure him Indians in the place of thofe who
had been liberated. To pacify him I was fain tago with thirty foldiers,
and we picked up fome among the marfhes, whom I brought to him and
he difmifted, in hopes of inducing the reft to come in, but without ef
fect. Thus ended the famous expedition againft, the Zapotecans, and
fuch was all the fame Rangel acquired in the wars. In two years after
wards we effected the conqueft of thefe countries, the natives whereof
Were converted to our holy faith, through the grace of God, and the
exertions of the reverend father Bartholome de Olmedo, who poor man
was at that time grown Weak and infirm. Pity it was, for he was an
excellent-minifter of the gofpel.
Coites had now collected eighty thoufand crowns in gold, and
a golden culverin, which he named the Phoenix, and had caufed to
be made as a prefent for the Emperor, was finifhed. It was a fuperb
piece of workmanfhip. The following motto was engraved on it.

. r.

“ Efta Ave nacio fin par; Yo en fervir os fin fegundo;
. * ■ Y vos fin igual en el Mundo.

The
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“ The immortal Phcenix peerlefs fweeps the air;
«« To Charles is given boundlefs rule to bear;
«* Zealous to conquer, at my King’s command,

“I in my fervices unrivalled Hand.

This prefent was lent to Europe under the care of Diego de Soto.
I am not certain if J. de Ribera, formerly fecretary to Cortes, went
with it. I always thought him a bad kind of man, from what I obferved in him at play, either with cards or dice: befides this he had
many ill qualities.
He however was lent to Caftille, and took a fum of money with
him for the general’s father; which money he appropriated to his own
ufe, and then, unmindful of the obligations he had received, faid much
ill of Cortes; and being very flippant and fluent of fpeech, and having
been his fecretary, he obtained credit for what he faid, and combining
with the Bifhop of Burgos and others, did him much harm; and
would have done more had it not been for the interference of the Duke
of Bejar, who protected Cortes on account of a treaty of marriage which
was then on foot, between our general and a niece of that Duke, na
med Donna Juana de Zuniga. This, combined with the feafonable ar
rival of the prefent, gave a favourable turn to the affairs of Cortes.
In regard to the golden Phoenix, I muff obferve, that the motto
gave great offence to many, as they thought it prefumption in Cortes
to fay he had no equal in his fervices. But his friends juftly defended
him; for who had extended fo far the fame and power of his Majefty,
or brought fo many thoufands of fouls to the dominion of our holy
church ? They alfo did not forget us his aflociates, but declared that we
alfo were intitled to honours and emoluments, having earned them, as
the Caftillian nobility did thofe enjoyed by their defendants.
Ddd
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As to the culverin, it went no farther than the city of Seville; his
Majefty was pleafed to make a prefent of it to Don Francifco de los
Cobos, commendador major of Leon, who melted it down. Its value
amounted to twenty thoufand ducats,
A fuit was commenced by Martin Cortes againft Ribera, on ac
count of the money of which the latter had defrauded him. While it
was yet pending, and as Ribera was on a journey, he flopped to dine
at the town of Cadahalfa, where, eating feme broiled meat, .he fell
down dead fuddenly, and without confeflion. God pardon his fins I
Amen.

Cortes continued to rebuild and embellifh the city of Mexico. It
was now as well peopled by the natives as it had ever been before. He
gave them privileges, exempting them from all tribute to his Majefty
until their houfes were completed, as alfo the caufeways, bridges, pub
lic edifices, and aqueducts. In the Spanifh quarter churches and hofpitals were erected, under the cafe of the good father Bartholome de
Olmedo, as vicar and fuperior. This reverend father had alfo eftablifhed an hofpital for the natives, to whom he paid the utmoft
attention.
In compliance with our petition to his Majefty, as formerly rela
ted, Don Francifco de los Angeles, general of the Francifcans, fent
twelve of his order under the vicarage of father Martin de Valencia.
Amongft them came father Toribio de Motolinea; this firname, the
meaning of which is, the poor brother, was given him by the Mexicans,
becaufe all that he got in charity he diftributed in the fame manner, and
was frequently without a morfel to eat. He alfo always went barefoot
ed, and wore a tattered habit, and conftantly preaching to the natives,
was very popular among them. As foon as Cortes was informed of
their arrival at Villa Rica, he gave directions for the road to Mexico to
be put in good order,, houfes to be built at proper Rations for them to
xefrefti in, and the inhabitants of all the towns to go out to receive them
•
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with reverence, ringing the bells, bearing crucifixes and lighted wax
candles, and the Spaniards to kneel down and kifs their hands. When
they approached Mexico, he went out to meet them and as foon as they
appeared, Cortes threw himfelf from his horfe to kifs the hands of the
reverend vicar. When the natives faw the general on his knees to thofe
reverend fathers, with bare feet and in tattered habits, they were aftonifhed, and confidering them as gods, they all followed his example,
and have continued to do fo ever iince.
1» -

Cortes at this time thought it neceflary to inform his Majefty of
his proceedings in the converfion of the natives, the rebuilding of the
city, and the expedition which he had fent againft the province of Hon
duras under the command of De Oli, who had deferted, and embraced
the party of Velafquez, on which account he had determined to fend a
force againft him. He alfo complained of the proceedings of Velafquez,
and of the injury his Majefty’s fervice had fuftained thereby, as alfo by
the partiality of the Bifhop of Burgos. He remitted at the fame time
thirty thoufand crowns in gold to his Majefty’s treafury, and lamented
the unfortunate effects of thofe abufes, as having prevented him from
making an ampler contribution of gold. He at the fame time com
plained of one Rodrigo de Albornos, contador in Mexico, who afperfed him from private motives, becaufe he had refufed to give him in
marriage the daughter of the Indian lord of Tefcuco, adding that he
underftood that this Albornos was attached to the intereft of the Bilhop
, of Burgos, and was accuftomed to write to him in cyphers.

At this time the news of the bifhop’s removal had not reached
Mexico. Albornos, before mentioned, fent by the fame veflel his accufations againft Cortes, charging him with levying excefiive contribu
tions of gold for his own ufe. That he was fortifying caftles, and .mar
rying the daughters of great lords to his private foldiers, infinuating
that Cortes was endeavouring to fet himfelf up as an independent king,
and ftrongly reprefenting the neceflity of fending an- officer with a great
force, to fupercede him. Theft letters came to the hands of the Bifhop
D dd 2
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of Burgos, who laid them before the whole junto of the enemies of Cor
tes, and this new matter was immediately brought before his Majefty.
They complained of the partiality which they alledged was (hewn to
wards him on former occafions, and his Majefty, deceived by thefe
mifreprefentations, which were enforced by the bold and lofty tone of
Narvaez, now iffued an order for the admiral of St. Domingo to go with
fix hundred foldiers to arreft Cortes, and make him anfwer if he found
him culpable, with his head. Alfo to puniffi all thofe of us who had
been concerned in the attack upon Narvaez. As an encouragement,
this officer was promifed the admiralty of New Spain, the right of which
was now under litigation in the courts.
The admiral, either from want of money, or being apprehenfive
of ferious confequences from committing himfelf againft fo able and fo
fuccefsful a leader as Cortes, delayed fetting out upon his expedition fo
long, that it gave time to the friends and agents of Cortes to make a
full explanation of the circumftances, and alfo of the conduct of Albornos, to the Duke of Bejar, who immediately went to wait upon the
Emperor , to reprefent the true ftate of the cafe, and to offer his life as
a fecurity for the loyalty and good conduit of Cortes.
k- >
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His Majefty being upon due confideration convinced of the juftice
of our caufe, determined to fend a perfon of high quality and found
judgment, and one who feared the Lord, to hold a fupreme court of
juftice in New Spain. Such a perfon he found in the licentiate Luis
Ponce de Leon, coufin to the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him
his Majefty intruded the bufinefs of enquiry into the conduit of Cortes,
with full power to infliit the greateft punifhment, in cafe he (hould
find him guilty. It was however two years and an half before this
gentleman arrived in New Spain.
I have now gone beyond the date of my narrative two yeirs in ad
vance, to inform the reader of this circumftance j and I may now alfo
mention, that during the viceroyalty of Don Anthonio de Mendoza,
that

that moft illuftrious nobleman, worthy of eternal memory and heavenly
glory, for his wife and juft government, this fame Albornos wrote
flanderous and malignant letters of him, as he had done before of Cor
tes. The letters which related to Don Anthonio were all returned from
Caftille, into the hands of that nobleman, and when he had read them,
with all the perfonal abufe of himfelf that they contained, he fent for
Albornos, and (hewing them to him, faid in his mild and (low man
ner of (peaking, “whenever you choofe to make me the fubjecft o£
- your letters to his Majefty, mind that in future you tell the truthj
“ and now go about your bufinefs, for a knave as you are,” Thus he
left the contador, overwhelmed with confufion.
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CHAPTER VIE

Expedition oj Cortes to Higueras.

De OLI I have already mentioned as having revolted.

When Cor
tes received intelligence of this, it made him very penfive; but as he
was one not to be trifled with in fuch cafes, be determined to fend a
gentleman who was his relation, by name Francifco de las Cafas,
with five (hips, and one hundred well provided foldiers, having with
them fome of the original veteran conquerors of Mexico.

Las Cafas fet out from the port of Vera Cruz, with his good (hips,
and his pennants flying, and with fair winds arrived at the bay named
El Triumpho de la Cruz, where De Oli had eftablifhed his poft. Al
though Las Cafas hoifted the fignal of peace, De Oli determined upon
making refiftance, and embarking a number of foldiers in two armed
veflels, he fent them to oppofe Las Cafas, who being a brave man was
determined to land at all events; he therefore ordered out his boats and
arming them with fwivels and mufquetry, attacked the other party, and
funk one of their veflels, killing four foldiers and wounding many.
When De Oli faw this he thought it advifable to propofe terms of peace,
for a confiderable part of his foldiers were detached up the country, in
fearch of another body of troops which was making conquefts there,
about the river Pechin. This laft mentioned party was commanded by
a Captain Gil Gonzalez de Avila.

De Oli as I have already related being in expectation of the return
of his detachment, wilhed for a truce with Las Cafas, which the latter
for his misfortune agreed to, and remained at fea, partly in the inten
tion

tion of looking out for fome other place of difembarkation, and partly
induced by letters from, the friends, of Cortes who were in the troops*
commanded by De Oli. On that night a hard gale fprung up, by
which our veffels were driven on fhore and entirely loft, with above
thirty of the foldiers. The reft were made prifoners, after being, two
days without food, and almoft dying with cold, being thoroughly foaked in the fait water and with rain which at that feafon fell very heavily.
De Oli was very triumphant on this occafion. He made his prifoners
fwear fidelity to him againft Cortes, releafing them all except Las Cafas.
The parties he had fent out againft Gonzalez de Avila returned about
this time. It feems that Avila came there as governor of Golfo Dolce,
and had founded a town which he named St. Gil de Buena Vifta. De
Oli on hearing of it fent his troops againft him, who in their firft attack
had taken Avila prifoner, killed his nephew, and alfo eight of his fol
diers. De Oli was now in great ftate with two captains as his prifo
ners, and that all might know his valour which certainly was very great
fo far as his own perfon was concerned,, he wrote a full account of his
exploits to his friend Velafquez. He afterwards marched up. the coun
try to a place called Naco, in a very populous diftridt, the whole of
which is now deftroyecL While De Oli remained here, he fent out
troops on different excurfions j among others he lent a party under one
Captain Briones who was the firft to inftigate him. to revolt., He was
a feditious fellow,, and the lower parts of his ears had been cut off, as
he ufed to tell us, for refufing,. together with, other officers,; to furren
der themfelves in a certain fortrefs - This man. was afterwards hangedL
in Guatimala for mutiny.. To return, to my narrative^ intelligence came
to De Oli, that Briones with his whole body had revolted from him*
and gone to New Spain,, which turned out to be the cafe,.

Las Galas and De Avila being at Targe, though prifoners, for De
Oli was too brave to be under any apprehenfions from them, concerted'
a plan with fome foldiers to put him to death, the fignal for which was
to be the words, ** To me,, friends of the King and Cortes*, kill the tyM rant!** Las Cafas half in jeft as it were, and laughing, then afked^
him*

him for liberty to return to Cortes; to which De Oli replied, that he
was too happy to have fo brave a man for his companion, and did not
choofe to part with him. “Then,” faid Las Cafas in the fame man
ner, “ take care that one of thefe days I do not kill you.” All this the
other confidered as a joke ; but the meafures were taken, and one night
after fupper, when the cloths were taken away, and the fervants and
pages had fat down in their apartment, as Juan Nunez de Mercado and
other foldiers of the party of Cortes, Las Cafas, and Avila, were converfing with De Oli upon the affairs of Mexico, and the' fortune of
Cortes, he being entirely unfufpicious of their defigns, the confpirators
fuddenly drew out penknives and fell upon him. Las Cafas feizing
him by the beard made a cut at his throat, and the others gave him feveral wounds; but fuch Was his ftrength and activity of body, that he
efcaped out of their hands for the prefent, calling aloud to his people
for afliftance, but they were all too bufily employed at their fuppers to
hear him. He then fled, and concealed himfelf among fome bullies,
in hopes of afliftance. Many were in the adt of coming to him for the
purpofe, but were deterred by the cries of Las Cafas not to aflift the ty
rant, but to rally on the fide of their King, and his general Cortes.
They firft hefitated, and then obeyed; and Las Cafas immediately gave
notice, that whoever knew where De Oli was, and did not immediately
reVeal it, fhduld fuffcr death. Information Was foon given, in confequence of which he was made prifoner, and, by fentence of the two
captains, beheaded in the town of Naco, thus paying with his life for
having followed evil cOunfels; being a very brave man, but of no fore
fight. Cortes had conferred many favours on him; he held a commiffion of Maeftre de Campo, had valuable eftates, and was married to
Donna Philippa de Aranja, a handfome Portugueze lady, by whom he
had one daughter.

Las Cafas and Avila being now free and their enemy dead, joined
their troops together, and adted in concert. Las Cafas colonized Truj
illo in Eftremadura; Avila fent a meflage to his lieutenant in Buena
Vifta, ordering him to remain as he was, and that he fhould Ihortly
receive

receive reinforcement, which he was going to requeft from Cortes at
Mexico. The two captains having fet out for that city, I will now
take my leave of them for the prefent.

Cortes, in fome months after the departure of Las Cafas, began
to grow apprehenfive of a difafter; not that he entertained theleaft doubt
of the valour or conduct of that officer, but he repented, under the circumRances of the cafe, that he had not taken the command himfelf.
He was alfo anxious to examine the Rate of that province, more efpecially its mines, and for thefe reafons now determined to fet out Upon
his journey thither. He appointed a good garrifon to take charge of
the city of Mexico during his abfence, and provided the different polls
with artillery, leaving as his deputies in the government, the treafurer
Alonzo de Eftrada, and the contador Albornoz. Cortes did not know
the fecret fervices the latter had been rendering him at court, or he pro
bably would not have left him in power, although on the other hand
it is poffible, that he could not have avoided it. He appointed the li
centiate Zuazo alguazil major of the city, and as alguazil major and
agent in his private concerns, Rodrigo de Paz. To thefe he Rrongly
infilled on the RriCteR attention, both to the interefl of his Majefty, and
the converfion of the natives. This he alfo recommended to the worthy
fathers Motolinea and Olmedo, both holy men.

In order to deprive the Mexicans of chiefs, in cafe they fhould at
tempt to rife, he took with him Guatimotzin the late king, the chief
of Tacuba, Velafquez an Indian and captain under Guatimotzin, and
feveral others. There came alfo with us Fra Juan de las Varillas, ano
ther clergyman, two reverend fathers, Flemings, and good theologians,
to preach the faith, and the captains De Sandoval and Luis Marin, with
many other cavaliers. The fuite, or officers who attended the perfon
of Cortes were as follows; a Reward and paymaRer, a keeper of the plate,
a major domo, two Rewards of the houfehold, a butler, a- confectioner,
a chamberlain, a phyfician, a furgeon, a number of pages of his houfe
hold, amongR whom was D. Francifco de Montejo afterwards captain
Eee
in

in Yucatan, two armour bearers, eight' grooms, two falconers, five
mulicians, a ftage dancer, a jugler and puppet player, a matter of the
horfe, three Spanifh muleteers. The general brought a great fervice of
gold and filver plate, and a large drove of fwine for his table followed
feeding by the way. Three thoufand Mexican warriors attended their
chiefs, befides a numerous train of domeftics.

When the party was on the point of fetting out, the factor Salazar,
and the veedor Chirinos, either feeing or attesting to fee much danger
likely to refult from Cortes quiting the feat of government, and finding
alfo that they had not been left in any ftation during his abfence, remonttrated with him, but finding it to be to no purpofe, they then requefted
permittion to accompany him as far as Guacacualco. To this he gave
his confent, and they accordingly fet out. Cortes was received in all
the places upon his way with fuch pomp and rejoicing as is not in my
power to defcribe. Above fifty foldiers and ttraggling travellers newly
arrived from Caftille joined him upon the road, and the general divided
his troops in two parties, until their arrival at Guacacualco, for the
greater convenience of obtaining provifions.
During the journey, the veedor and fador kept themfelves dole
to Cortes, efpecially the latter, playing a hundred tricks of fervility and
obfequioufnefs, and every word he fpoke, he was cap in hand, and
with his fluent fpeech, and fmooth words, as it were trying to get him
back to Mexico, and expreffing his folicitude for his fafety. Some
times when he was riding by the fide of the general he would fing,
** Ay tio bolvamonos, ay tio bolvamonos.” Then Cortes would laugh
at him and reply finging,

“ Adelante mi fobrino, adelante mi fobrino,
. “ Y no creais in agueros, que fera lo que dios quifiere.
“ Adelante mi fobrino.

Oh
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« Oh good uncle let us return.
« Forward, dear nephew forward,
“ Truft in God and never heed auguries.

Quitting the fubjedl of our fador and his delicate fpeeches, I have
now to mention how a marriage took place on the arrival of the party
at the town of Ojeda, which is near that of Orizava, between our linguift Donna Marina, and Juan Xaramillo. The next place they came
to was Guazpaltepeque, in the diftridt of Sandoval. As foon as intel
ligence reached Guacacualco of the advance of Cortes to Guazpaltepeque,
all the Spaniards of that fettlement came thirty three leagues to receive
him. This I mention that the reader may fee what fear and refpedt he
was held in by us. Proceeding beyond the place laft mentioned, incrofing a large river, fortune began to frown upon us, for three of our ca
noes-overfet, whereby fome plate and other valuables were loft, for
that river is fo full of alligators that there was no recovering any thing.
Pafling Illuta, when we came to the river by Guacacualco we found
three hundred canoes fattened two and two to carry us over; here we
were received under triumphal arches, and with various feftivities reprefenting ikirmifhes of Chriftians and Moors, together with fireworks
and other (hows of that kind.

Here Cortes remained fix days, during which time the fadlot was
^continually founding in his ears the burthen of his old fong. He alfo
told him of fecret practices of the contador and the treafurer, who boafted that he was the fon of his catholic Majefty, and in fhort a number^
of ftories, the drift of all which was, to induce Cortes to fupercedethe
prefent deputies., and put. him, and theveedor, in their places. In this
he too well fucceeded; for by his arts he obtained from the general a
deputation for himfelf and his aflociate the veedor, to hold the govern
ment of Mexico,, in cafe they fhould judge that the prefent deputies
Eee 2
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failed in their duty. Thcfe intrigues caufed much trouble afterwards
in Mexico as I will relate at the proper time. The reverend father bla
med Cortes for what he had done, and forefaw the confequences that
followed. The veedor and fadtor now took their leaves, with fuch tendernefs and affedtion, the latter pretending to fob and cry with forrow.
at parting, that it was ridiculous to fee it. The fellow had by the tricks
of his friend Valiente the fecretary, got at that time in his pocket the
documents he wanted for the furtherance of his views in Mexico, of
which as I before obferved I will fay no more for the prefent, but con
tinue the narrative of our painful journey, for I left this place with the
general, and attended him throughout.
Cortes now fent orders to one of his major domos, Simon de Cu
enca, at Villa Rica, to freight two light veflels with bifeuit of maiz.,
(for at that time there was no wheat in New Spain,) fix pipes of wine,
oil, vinegar, pork, iron, and other neceflary articles, and to proceed
with them along the coaft, northward, until he Ihould receive further
directions. The general then ordered all the fettlers of Guacacualco
who were fit for fervice to join his expedition. I have already mention
ed how this colony was formed out of the moft refpedtable hidalgos,
and ancient conquerors of the country; and now that we had reafon to
expedt to be left in quiet pofleflion of our hard earned properties, dur
houfes and farms, we were obliged to undertake an hoftile expedition
to the diftance of five hundred leagues, and which took up the time of
above two years and a half. But we dared not fay no, neither would
it avail us. We therefore armed ourfelves, and mounting our horfes,
joined the expedition, making in the whole above two hundred and
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were cavalry, befides
many Spaniards newly arrived from Europe.

I was immediately ordered to march at the head of thirty Spaniards
and three thoufand Mexicans, to a diftriCt named Cimatan, which was
in rebellion, With directions to quarter my troops on the natives, and
if I found them fubmiflive, to do no farther injury, but if refractory,

they

they were to be fummoned intelligibly, three times, in prefence of a
royal notary and proper witneffes, and in cafe they perfifted, I was to
make war on, and compel them to fubmit. The orders which I re
ceived from the general I now have in my pofteflion, figned and fealed
by him, and counterfignedby his fecretary, A. Valiente. I found the
people peaceable, but in a few months after, in consequence of the fettlers of Guacacualco being withdrawn, they broke out again. Howe
ver they being in the ftate that I have mentioned, I made no delay., but
let out with my detachment to rejoin Cortes at Iquinapa. .

The general, with the reft of his troops, leaving Guacacualco,
proceeded to Tonala, crofted a river to Ayaqualulco, crofted another river,
and, feven leagues diftant an arm of the fea, upon a bridge of half a
quarter of a league in length; a moft aftonifhing work in fuch a fituation, and conftrudted by the natives of the country under the infpedtion
of two captains, fettlers of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large
river named Mazapa, which flows by Chiapa, and is named by mari
ners Rio de dos Bocas; this they crofted in double canoes, and proceed
ing through fome villages, came to Iquinapa, where my detachment
joined them. We then crofted another river on wooden bridges, alfo
an arm of the fea, and came to a great town named Copilco, where the
province of Chontalpa begins, which was very populous, covered with
plantations of cocoa, and perfectly tranquil. From Copilco we marched to Nicaxuxuica, and to Zagutan, palfing another river, in which the general loft fome articles of his bag
gage. The laft mentioned town was found by us in a ftate of peaces
but the inhabitants fled during the night. Cortes ordered parties out
to fearch the woods and'make prifoners , which was a very inconfiderate
thing, and productive of bad confeq.uences; we found, it is true, after
much trouble, ieven chiefs and fome others, but they all made their
efcape from us again during the night, and we were thus left without
guides. At this period arrived at our quarters fifty canoes from Tabafco,
loaded
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loaded with provisions, alfo fome from a place named Teapan in my
encomienda.
We proceeded on our march to Tepetitan and Iztapa, croffing a
great river named Chilapa, at which we were detained four days mak
ing barks. I propofed to Cortes, to fend five of our Indian guides to a
town of the fame name, which I underftood to be on the banks of this
river, to defire the people to aflift us with their canoes. Cortes aflented,
and it was done; we procured fix large canoes, and alfo provifions. We
were four days in patting.

From this we went on to Tepetitan which was depopulated and
burnt, in confequence of a civil war. For three days of our march
from the river of Chilapa, our horfes were almoft conftantly up to the
girths in the marfhy grounds which we had to pafs. We then reached
a place nanied Iztapa, the inhabitants of which had fled. We fent in
fearch of them, and feveral chiefs and others were brought in, who be
ing treated kindly, made the general a prefent of fome trifling articles in
gold. We halted here for three days on account of the plenty of com
and grafs; Cortes alfo approved of it for the fcite of a colony, it being
furrounded by many towns which might be attached to it as dependen
cies. From the travelling merchants here, Cortes obtained information
as to his future route, producing to them a map painted on cloth,
whereon was reprefented the way which he was to take to reach Huyacala, which means great Acala; it being fo called to diftinguifh it from
another place of that name. They told him that the way he was to
.take was much interfered by rivers, and that in order to reach a place
named Tamaztepeque, three days journey diftant, three rivers and an
arm of the fea were to be .crotted. The general in confequence gave or
ders to the chiefs to conftrudt bridges at the proper places, and alfo to
bring canoes; neither of which was obeyed..
The three days which the natives afliired us the journey would
take up, turned out to be no lefs than feven; but they fucceeded in
getting
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getting rid of us, and we fet out, provided only with roafted maiz
and roots fufficient for three days. We were obliged to conftrudt bridg
es of timber, at which all laboured from the general downwards, which
detained us three days, during which time we had nothing to eat but
a certain wild plant named Quexquexque, which inflames the mouth
and tongue. When we had crofted this inlet we found no road what
ever, and we were obliged to open our way through the woods, as it
were, /word in hand. After labouring thus for two days in hopes of
reaching the place which we were in fearch of, we became totally in
defpair. The trees were fo thick that we could not fee the fun, and
when we afcended to the top of one we could not difcover to any diftance. Of our three guides alfo two had fled, and the third was inca
pable of rendering any fervice. Cortes, whofe refources were inexhauftible, guided himfelf by a mariners compafs, and by his Indian map,
according to which, the town we were in queft of, lay to the eaft.
Cortes himfelf was however forced to acknowledge, that if we were
one day more without difcovering it, he did not know what we
fhould do.

Fortunately we at this time perceived the remains of trees which
had been formerly cut, and alfo a fmall lane or path, and Lopez the
pilot and I returned to report our difeovery to the general. Our news
revived the fpirits of the army, and we pufhed forward to a village on
the oppofite fide of a river, where, though the inhabitants had aban
doned it, we found fufficiency of provifions for ourfelves and our horfes.
Parties were immediately fent out in queft of the natives, and they foon
returned, bringing with them many chiefs and priefts, who being well
treated, procured us a plentiful fupply of provifions, and pointed out
our way to Izguantepeque, which was three days journey, or fixteen
leagues diftant from this town of Tamaztepeque. During our journey
hither We loft our ftage dancer by fatigue, as allo three of the newly
arrived Spaniards, and many of the Mexicans were left to die upon theroad.. It came alfo to be difeovered that fome of their chiefs had feized
two or three of the natives of the places through which we pafled, and
concealed
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concealed them with the baggage, until through hunger they had killed
and eaten them, drefling the bodies in their manner, which is, by a
kind of oven made with heated ftones which are put under ground.
On enquiry it was alfo found out that they had done the fame with two
of our guides who had fled from us, but were retaken. Cortes leverely
reprehended all thofe. concerned, and one of the reverend father Francifcans preached a holy and wife fermon on the occafion, after which,
by way of example, the general caufed one.againft whom it was moft
clearly proved to be burnt; for though all were equally guilty, yet in
the prefent circumftances one example was judged fufficient. As for
our poor muficians with their inftruments, their fackbuts, and dulci
mers, they felt the lofs of the regales and feafts of Caftille, and now
their harmony was ftopt, excepting one only, whom the foldiers ufed
to curfe whenever he ftruck up, faying it was maiz and not mufic that
they wanted. Some perfons have afked me how it happened that fince
neceflity has no law, we did not, rather than ftarve, lay our hands on
the herd of pigs which Cortes brought with him. To this I reply that
they were not within our fight or reach, and the general’s fteward, who
was a fly artful fellow, laid that they had all been eaten by the alliga
tors in eroding the river. But in reality they had them four days march
behind the army. On our route we made erodes in the living trees,
and put inferiptions on them faying, “ here palled Cortes and his army
*f at fiich a time.
The Indians of Tamaztepeque fent forward to our next ftation,
Ciguatepecad, to inform the people of our approach, and remove their
apprehenfions. They alfo, to the number of twenty attended us thither,
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes was anxious to know the courle
of a large river which flows by that town. Upon enquiry he found
that it difeharged itfelf in certain inlets of the fea, near the towns named
Gueyatafta, and Xicalangp, and thereby he thought that he could
conveniently fend two Spaniards to the north coaft, to obtain informa
tion relative to his Ihips. One of his meflengers was Francifco de
Medina, to whom he gave a joint commiflion of captain with Simon de
.
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Cuenca, his officer whom he had employed to freight and command
the (hips. De Medina was an able and diligent man, and well ac
quainted with the country; it would have been better however on the
prefent occafion if he had not been entrufted with fuch powers; as will
appear. De Medina having gone down the river to meet the veffcls, and
having arrived at Xicalonga where they were at anchor, waiting to hear
from Cortes, prefented the general’s letters to Cuenca, and alfo pro
duced his own commiflion as captain. A difpute immediately enfued
between thefe two officers relative to the chief command, and each being
fupported by a party, they had recourfe to arms, and fought until there
were not eight Spaniards on both fides left alive. When the neighbour
ing Indians perceived this they fell upon the furvivors, put them to
death, and deftroyed the two (hips, Io that we did not, for two years
and a half, know what was become of them.

We were informed at our prefent quarters, that the town of Gueyacala was diflant three days march from us, and that our way was acrofs
deep rivers and trembling marches. Cortes accordingly fent two foldiers
to examine them, who, founding and trying the rivers, came back and
reported that they were paffable by conftrudting wooden bridges acrofs
them, but as to the marfhes, which lay more diftant, and which were
the moil material, they made no examination at all. Cortes alfo fent
me and one Gonzalo de Mexia forward to Gueyacala, with fome guides
who offered themfelves from our prefent quarters. We fet out accord
ingly, but in the night our Indians left us, for it feemed that the two
nations were at war, and we were now forced to rely entirely on ourfelves. When we arrived-at the firft town belonging to the diftridt of
Gueyacala, which is the chief over about twenty others, the inhabitants
of it (hewed fome figns of jealoufy, but we foon reconciled them. This
diftridl is much interfered by lakes, rivers, and trembling marfhes.
Some of the dependent towns are in iflands, and all the communication
is by canoes. We invited the chiefs to go and wait upon Gortes, but
this they declined on account of the hoftility between the two nations.
It feems that on the firft day of our arrival they had no idea of our force,
v '.1
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but on the next they had received further intelligence concerning it, and
treated us with more deference. They promifed that they would provide
every accomodation for our people on their arrival, and while we were
engaged in difcourfe with them on thefe fubjeds, two Spaniards fent
by Cortes brought me letters, wherein he ordered, that I fhould within
three days meet him with all the provifions that I could colled, for
that he had been deferted by the natives, and was on his way to Gueyacala without any neceflaries whatever. Thefe Spaniards alfo informed
me, that four of our foldiers who had been detached by Cortes higher
up the river had not returned, and were fuppofed to be murdered, as
afterwards appeared to be the cafe.
Cortes purfued his march, and was for four days employed in conftruding his bridge acrofs the great river, during which time the army
fuffered dreadfully from hunger, having left their laft quarters without
any provifions whatever. Some old foldiers cut down trees refembling
the palm, and procured nuts which they roafted and eat. A very poor
refource for fo many. On the night that the bridge was finifhed I arri
ved with one hundred and thirty loads of corn, honey, fruit, and fait,
and eighty fowls. It was dark, and Cortes had made mention of his
expectation of my arrival. The confequence was, that the foldiers
waited for me, and immediately laid violent hands on every atom of
provifions which I had brought, not leaving any thing for Cortes or
the other officers. The general’s fteward and major domo cried out,
*-* this is for the general,” and “do not touch that/’ but it was to no
avail, the foldiers faid that the general and the others had been eating
their hogs, while the poor foldiers were famifhing, and neither entrea
ties nor arguments could induce them to leave him fo much as a fingle
load of corn. Cortes loft all patience when he heard of it, and fwore
that he, would make enquiry and punifh thofe who had committed the
outrage, and who had talked about the hogs. But he foon found that
this was merely crying in the defert. He then blamed me, but I told
him that a guard fhould have been appointed to receive the provifions
when they were brought in, for that hunger knows no Jaw. As he
7
■
faw

(

4°3

)

faw there was no remedy he returned to me, and, Captain De Sandoval
being prefent, addrefled me with good words faying, “ my dear friend
“ Del Caftillo I am fure that you have left fomething behind you on
“ the road for yourfelf and our friend here; do let us go together, and
<« permit me to (hare it with you.” Sandoval alfo faid that he vowed to
his God he had not fo much as a handful of maiz. When thus ap
plied to I could not refufe them.
“Well,** faid I, “when the
“ foldiers are all afleep, come with me, and take fhares of what I pro“ vided for myfelf and thofe with me
which was, twelve loads of
maiz, twenty fowls, three jars of honey, fruits, and fait; I had alfo
fome women to make bread. They both thanked and embraced me,
and fo we efcaped famine for this time. Cortes enquired how the reve
rend fathers had fared, but there was no caufe of apprehenfion'for
them, as each foldier gave them a portion of what he had obtained.
Such are the hardfhips attendant upon expeditions in unexplored coun
tries ! Our general, feared as he was by the foldiers, had his proviiions
pillaged, and was in danger of ftarving, and Captain De Sandoval
would not truft any one, but went himfelf to get his ration from me.
On continuing our march, when we had advanced about a league from
the river, we came to thofe defperate trembling marfhcs. Here our horfes were near being all fmothered; but as the diftance was not above
half a bow (hot between the firm ground on each fide, we contrived to
draw them through it by main force, and when we had gotten acrofs,
after returning thanks to God, Cortes fent to Gueyacala for a frefh fupply of provifions, of which he took care not to be plundered as on the
former occafion, and on the enfuing day the whole of onr party arrived,
at an early hour, in the town of Gueyacala, where the chiefs attended,
and had made ample preparations for our reception.

Cortes, having done whatever was necefiary to conciliate the good
will of thefe people, enquired of them relative to his future march, and
alfo, if they had ever received any intelligence of (hips being on the
•coaft, or of any Settlement of Europeans there. They told him, that
at the diftance of eight days journey there were many men with beards
Fff a
like

(

404

)

like ourfelves, who had horfes, and three fhips with them. They alfo
furnifhed him with a map of his route, and offered their afliftance du
ring the march ; but in anfwer to his demand that they would open the
way for us, they reprefented to him the difobedience of fome of their
dependencies, and expreffed their wifhes to reduce them to fubmiffion
by our means. This duty he gave to Diego de Mazariegos, a relation
of the treafurer Alonzo de Eftrada, as a compliment to him, and call
ing me afide, he defired that I would attend him upon the occafion as
his counfellor, from my experience in the affairs of the country. This
I fhould not now mention, nor do I as a boaft, but it is my duty as an
hiftorian, and further, it was well known to the whole army, and his
Majefty was informed of it in the letters written to him by Cortes.
About eighty of us went with Mazariegos upon this occafion. When
we arrived, we found the diftridt in the beft difpofition poftible; the
chiefs returned with us to wait on Cortes, and brought with them a moft
plentiful fupply of provifions. In about four days after this, all the
native chiefs deferted us, and we were left with only three guides, to
purfue our route, which we did, croiling two rivers, to another town
in the diftridt of Gueyacala, which we found abandoned.

Here was the fcene of the death of Guatimotzin, laft native king
of the Mexicans. It appeared that a plot had been entered into by this
unfortunate man, together with many others of his nobility, to murder
the Spaniards, and return to Mexico; and that on their arrival, they
intended to make a junction of all their forces, and attack the Spanifh
garrifon. Their treafon was communicated to the general by two lords
named Tapia and Juan Velafquez, who had commanded under Guati
motzin during the fiege. As foon as Cortes got the knowledge of it he
took the informations, not only of thefe two, but alfo of feveral others
concerned; their confeftion was, that perceiving we marched without
precaution, that difcontent prevailed, that many of our foldiers were
lick, and provifions fo fcarce.that ten Spaniards had died of hunger abfolutely, and others had returned to Mexico, confidering alfo the uncer
tainty of our fate and deftination they had decided, that dying at once
was

(

4°5

)

was preferable to going with us any farther. They had therefore refolved to try their fortunes, and fall upon us at the paflage of fome river
or marfh, their numbers being an encouragement to the attempt, as they
exceeded three thoufand well armed men. Guatimotzin denied that the
whole of the Mexican force was concerned in this plot, Or that it would
have ever been, to his knowledge, carried into eftedt. But he admit
ted that it had been heard though never approved of by him. The
prince of Tacuba declared that all which had ever pafled between Gua
timotzin and him was, frequent declarations that to lofe their lives at
once would be preferable to wafting in the manner they were, in a flow
death, by hunger and fatigue, and feeing the diftrefles of their friends
fuffering around them. Without any more proofs whatever, Cortes
ordered Guatimotzin and his coufin the prince of Tacuba to be hanged
immediately, and the preparations for the execution being made, they
were brought to the place attended by the reverend fathers. Before he
was executed, the king turning round to Cortes faid, “ Malintzin! now
“ I find in what your falfe words and promifes have ended;—dn my
“ death.—Better that I had fallen by my own hands than truft myfelf
“ in your power in my city of Mexico.—Why do you thus unjuftly
“ take my life? May God demand of you this innocent blood!” The
prince of Tacuba only faid that he was happy to die by the fide of his
lawful fovereign. Thus ended the lives of thefe two great men, and I
mtift fay like good chriftians, and for Indians, moft pioufly; and I
heartily pitied Guatimotzin and his coufin, having feen them in fuch
great fortune and Situations. They behaved very kindly to me during
our march, doing me many fervices, efpecially giving me Indians to
carry grafs for my horfe; and I alfo declare that they fuffered their deaths
moft undeservingly, and fo it appeared to us all, amongft whom there
was but one opinion upon the fubjedi that it was a moft unjuft and
cruel fentence.

*

We continued our march afterwards with great caution, from apprehenfions of a mutiny among the Mexicans on account of the execu
tion of their chiefs; but the wretches were fo exhaufted by famine,
ficknefs.

fickncfs, and fatigue, that they did not appear even to think about the
matter. > At night we arrived at a village which was abandoned by the
inhabitants, but oh fearching we found eight priefts who readily attend
ed us to Gorfes. He defired them to call back their neighbours, and
that they fhould receive no injury. This the priefts readily promifed,
requefting at the fame time, that their idols which were in a temple ad
joining the building wherein were the quarters of Cortes, fhould not be
touched; which the general agreed to, but took the opportunity of expoftulating with them upon the abfurdity of venerating what was in
reality no more than clay and timber. The priefts feemed very willing
td embrace the true doctrine, and brought us twenty loads of fowls and
maiz. To the queftion put to them by Cortes, how many days jour
ney, or funs, it was, to the place where were the men with beards on
their faces and who rode horfes they replied, feven; that the place was
named Nito, and they offered to be our guides thither.,

Cortes taufed a crofs to be fixed in a large ceiba tree clofe to their
temple, which as I have before mentioned joined to the building where
in he had taken his quarters. He was at this time very ill tempered,
and fad. He was vexed by the difficulties and misfortunes which had
attended his march, and his confcience upbraided him with the death
of the unfortunate Guatimotzin. He was fo diftradtcd by thefe thoughts
that he could not reft in his bed at night, and getting up in the dark to
walk about, as a relief from his anxieties, he went into a large apart
ment where fome of the idols were worfhipped. Here, he miffed his
way, and fell from the height of twelve feet, to the ground, receiving
a defperate wound and contufions in his head. This circumftance he
tried to conceal, keeping his fufferings to himfelf, and getting his hurts
cured as well as he could.

Quitting this place we arrived in two days at a diftritft the people
of which are called the Mazotecas, and found a newly built town, for
tified and barricaded, with very ftrong pallifadoes in two circles, one
of which Was like a barbican, with loop holes, and trenches funk
<
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before it. The part which was not fortified in this manner was defend
ed by a perpendicular rock, the top of which was piled with Rones fhaped for the fling. It had alfo a parapet, and there was on one fide of
the town an impaflable marfh. On entry we found every houfe filled
with provifions of whatever kind the country afforded, and a. magazine
flocked with arms of all forts, but not a Angle human being. While,
we were exprefling our aftonifliment at thefe circumftanees, fifteen In
dians came out of the marfh, and addrefling us with great fubmifiion,
informed us that they had been driven to the conftrudtion of this fortrefs, as a laft refource in an unfuccefsful war, in which they had been
engaged with fome of their neighbours, whom, as well as I recollect,
they called the Lazandones. It feemed to be a warfare of plunder on
each fide, The name of this diftridt means in their language a country
abounding with game, which it was very well intitled to be called.
Two of the Indians attended us from this place, and communicated to,
Cortes what they knew of the fettlcment of the Spaniards.
We now travelled through a country entirely open, confifting of
vaft plains without a tree. The heat of the fun was exceflive, and the
deer which fed over this extend ve range of champaign were innumerable,
and fo tame as almoft to come to our hands. The horfemen took them t
after the fhorteft purfuit, and we had in a very little fpace.of:time above
twenty killed. Afking our guides the reafonofthefe animals not being
alarmed at the approach of men, we found.that it was owing to a fuperftition of the people, who confidered .them to be divinities, as they faid
that their gods appeared to them in their forms; and alfo that their idols
had commanded, that they fhould be neither killed nor frightened. The
heat of the weather was now. fo great, that a relation of the general’s,
named Palacios Rubios, loft his horfe by purfuing the game. Purfuing our journey by v illages where war had left its deftrudhive marks,
we met fome Indians on their return from hunting. They had with
them a huge lion which they had juft killed, and fome iguanas, a fpe-.
cies of fmall ferpent, very good to eat. They led us to their town, be
ing obliged to wade up to our middles in a lake of frefh water with
which
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.which it was furrounded. In this town was a large pond of frefli water,
which was quite full of fifties, refembling what we call in Europe the
(had fifli, but enormoufly large, with prickles on their backs. We
procured fome nets, and took above a thoufand, which afforded us a
plentiful meal. We alfo procured here five Indians, who on our enqui
ry by description for our countrymen, readily undertook to guide us to
their fettlement, for they at firft thought that we came to put them to
death, and were happy to find that they were likely to be rid of us on
fuch eafy terms.

We proceeded towards a place named Tayafal, Situated on an ifland,
the white temples, turrets, and houfes of which, gliftened from a diftance.
It; was the chief town of a diftricft. As the road grew very narrow we
thought it beft to halt for the night, four companies of Soldiers being
detached to the fhore, to Search for a paffage. Luckily they took two
canoes, in which were ten men and two women who were conveying
fait and maize. Being brought to Cortes and queftioned, they Said,
that they belonged to the town before us, which was diftant about four
leagues. Cortes detained one canoe and fome of the people, particular
ly the women, and fent the others with two Spaniards to the chief, to
demand from him canoes to crofs the water. Our whole party then fet
out towards the river, and arriving there, we found the cacique waiting
for us. He invited the general to his town, and Cortes embarked with
thirty crofsbow-men, and arriving there, was prefented with fome tri
fles of gold much alloyed, and a few mantles. They here informed
him that they knew of Spaniards being at two different places, one of
which it feems was Nito, the other San Gil de Buena Vifta. He alfo
learned that many more were at Naco, which is up the country, and
diftant ten days journey from Nito, which laft mentioned place lies on
the northern coaft. The general on hearing this obferved to us, that
probably De Oli had divided his force, for as yet we knew nothing of
Gil Gonzalez de Avila.
Our whole body having crofted the river, we halted at the diftance
of
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of two leagues from it, to wait the return of Cortes. Here a NegrO>
two Indians, and three Spanifh foldiers deferted; the latter preferring the
taking their chance among enemies, to the repetition of the fatigues
they had gone through. This day I was fun ftruck and fell ill of a
calenture. The weather alfo at this time changed, and for three days
and nights it never ceafed raining; but we were obliged to continue our
journey under it, from the apprehenfion that our provifions fhould fall
fhort. After two days march we came to a ridge of rocks, the Hones
whereof cut like knives; we lent foldiers a leagued diftance on each fide
to fearch for fome other road, but to no cffedt. Our horfes fell here at
every ftep, and cut themfelves to pieces, and the farther we proceeded
on the defcent, the worfe it was. We left eight horfes dead upon the
fpot, and moft of the reft were fo wounded as not to be able to keep
up with us. Amongft others who received hurts the general’s relation
Palacios Rubios broke his leg by a fall. We called this place La Sierra
de los Pedernales. - When we had gotten over it we did not fail to re
turn thanks to God for his mercy in extricating us from that difficulty.
We then advanced chearfully towards a town named Talca; which lay
before us, and where we hoped to find a fufficiency of every thing; but
we were fuddenly and unexpectedly flopped by an enormous torrent,
which, being fwelled by the heavy rains, came tumbling between great
precipices with a noife which could be heard at the diftance of two
leagues. Here we were obliged to halt for three complete days, in or
der to make a bridge from one precipice to the other, and when at the
end of the third day we began to pafs over, we found that the people
on the other fide had taken advantage of our delay, to remove themfelves and all their provifions out of our reach.
When we learned that after all our fatigues hunger was to be our
portion, we feemed as it were thunder ftruck. lawn I nevej* in my
life felt my heart fo deprefled as when I found nothing to be had for
myfelf or my people; and this too on the eve of our Lord’s refurreCtion!
a pretty feftival we had of it truly I Cortes, after fending out his Ser
vants every where, procured about a btrfhel of maiz. When he. faw
the
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the diftrefs which we were in, he called together the colonifts of Guacacualco, as the flower of his army, and earneftly folicited us to do our
utmoft to procure fome ncceflaries. Pedro de Ircio who was prefent
afked to be appointed to the command, to which Cortes aflented; but
I, who knew that De Ircio was more of a talking, than a marching
loldier, and that he would lag by the way and retard us, whifpered Cor
tes and Sandoval to prevent his going, for he being duck legged, could
not get through the deep ground and mire like us, and would be obli
ged to fit down. Cortes therefore ordered him to flay, and nve of us
fetting out together, with two guides, and crofling rivers and marflies,
came to fome Indian houfes where we found provifions in plenty. Here
we alfo took fome prifoners, and with their fruit, fowls, and corn, we
celebrated the feaft of the refurredtion heartily. On the fame night ar
rived a thoufand Mexicans, whom Cortes had ordered to follow us..
We joyfully loaded them with all the corn that we could procure, and
twenty fowls for Cortes and Sandoval, and there ftill remained fome
corn in the town which we ftaid to guard. On the next day we advan
ced to other villages, where we found fuch a plenty of corn that we
wrote a billet to Cortes, with ink which we made, and on a piece of a
drum head, defiring him to fend all the Indians that he could, to carry
it to our people.
Thirty foldiers and about five hundred Indians in a fhort time ar
rived, and thus, thanks to God, we were amply provided for the re
mainder of the five days, during which wc ftaid at Taica. I muft
obferve, that the bridges which we conftrudted on this march, remained
perfectly good for many years, and that the Spaniards, when they paffed them ufed to fay, “thefe are the bridges of Cortes,” as formerly it
ufed to be faid, “here are the pillars of Hercules.” We continued our
march for two days, to a place named Tania, through a country inter-,
fedted with rivers and rivulets, and where all the towns were abandoned;,
and during the night, Our guides, being intrufted to the care of fome
of the newly arrived Spaniards who I fuppofe flept upon their pofts,
made their efcape. Thus we were left in a difficult country, and not
knowing

C

4n> )

knowing which way to turn. In addition to this, it rained moil hea
vily. Cortes was out of humour1 and faid, Pedro de Ircio and many
more being by, that he wifhed others befidcs the fettlers of Guacacualco would beftir themfelves, and do fome good, in fearching for guides.
De Ircio, Marmolejo a perfon of quality, and Burgales afterwards regidor of Mexico," each offered their fervices, and taking fix foldiers a
piece, were out three days in fearch of Indians, and all returned with
out any fuccefs, having met with nothing but rivers, and waters, and
obftrudtions., Cortes was in defpair at this, and defired Sandoval to
apply to me, aflting as a favour that I would take the bufinefs on me.
When addrefled in this manner I could not refufe, though very ill; and
taking with me two friends, men capable of enduring hunger and thirft,
we fet out together, and following a ftream, the marks of boughs be
ing cut from the trees pointed out a way to fome houfes, from whence
we faw corn fields and houfes with people about them. We remained
concealed until we fuppofed the people to be afleep, and then, taking
the inhabitants by furprife, made prifoners three men, two Indian girls
who were very handfome, and an old woman. They had a few fowls
and a little corn. The whole of our capture we brought to our quarters.
Sandoval was overjoyed at our arrival ; “now,” faid he to Pedro de Ircio,
in the prefence of Cortes, ** was Del Caftillo right when he infilled on
having none but active men with him, and not to take people who
** hobble along, telling their old ftories of the adventures that happened to
,* the count De Urena, and his fon Don Pedro Giron.” Thefe ftories De
Ircio ufed to pefter us with, over and over again, for which reafon all
who were prefent laughed heartily at what was faid by Sandoval who
knew that De Ircio and I were not friends. Cortes returned me thanks,
and paid me many compliments upon my conduct, but I will drop this
fubjedt, for what is praife but emptinefs and unprofitablenefs, and
what advantage is it to me that people in Mexico Ihould tell what we
endured, or that Cortes Ihould fay when he wanted to perfuade me to
go on this laft expedition, that next to God it was me on whom he
placed his reliance to procure guides.

From
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From the prifoners whom we had taken we learned, that it was
neceflary to defcend the river for two days journey, to a place of above
two hundred houfes named Oculiztli; which we accordingly did,- pafling on our road fome large buildings where the travelling merchants of
the Indians are ufed to flop. At the clofe of the fecond day we arrived
at the place to which we had been directed, where we found plenty of
provifiohs. We alfo found in one of the temples an old red cap, and a
fandal, as offerings to their idols. Some of our foldiers brought to
Cortes two old men and four Women, whom they took in the maiz
fields; Cortes afked them what diftance the Spanifh fettlement was from
this place; to which they replied that it waS two days journey, being
clofe by the fea fide, and that no town intervened. Upon this Cortes
ordered Sandoval immediately to fet out on foot, With fix foldiers, and
get down to the coaft, in order to afcertain what number of men De Oli
had with him, for as yet we were'entirely ignorant of all that had hap
pened there, and Cortes required this information in order to effect what
he had determined, which Was, to fall upon, and furprife De Oli and
his troops during the night.
Sandoval taking three guides reached the fea fide, and going north
wards, foon perceived a canoe, and concealing himfelf where he expect
ed it to anchor for the night; he was fortunate enough to get pofleffion
of it, and upon examination, found it to belong to Indian merchants
who were bringing fait to Golfo Dolce. Sandoval embarked on board
this canoe With a part of his foldiers, and fending the reft by land, he
purfued his route, for the great river? As fortune would have it, on his
voyage he fell in with a canoe in which had come four Spanifh fettiers,
who Were fearchi ng for fruit near the mouth of the river, being in great
diftrefs from the hoftilities of the Indians, and the ravages made by difeafe. Two of thefe being up in a tree, Were aftonifhed at the fight of
Sandoval and the reft, and reported to their companions what they Had
feen. When they met, Sandoval was informed by them of their prefent diftrefs, and how they had hanged the officer left there by Avila.
Upon this he determined to bring them to Cortes, which having decla,.'
z
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red, a foldier named Alonzo Ortiz obtained from him permiffion to fet
off with the news, in order to get a reward. He accordingly in a (hart
time reached us, and by his intelligence rejoiced us all. Cortes pre*
tented him with an excellent horfe named Moor’s-head, and each of us
gave him fomething proportionate to our abilities. Sandoval arrived a
fliort time after, and informed us that they were preparing to embark
for the Ifland of Cuba, and how they had hanged their commanding
officer, for opposing them and alfo becaufe he had hanged a turbulent
prieft: as alfo that they had elected one Anthonio Niote in his
place.

Cortes iffiied an order to march immediately for the fea coaft,
which was diftant fix leagues, and we had an inlet of the fea to pate.
We were therefore obliged to wait till low water, and then crofs it,
wading and fwimming. Cortes puffied forwards with his attendants,
and croffed the river in the two canoes, fwimming the horfes bythe fide
of them; but he found i t fo dangerous from the violence of the current,
that he tent word to us not to attempt to follow him until farther
orders.

The place where Avila’s fettlers now were, was about two leagues
diftant from where Cortes landed. They were greatly furprifed at the
appearance of Europeans, and more fo when they found that it was the
general fo renowned through all thefe countries. Cortes received their
congratulations in the moft gracious manner, and defired them-tobring
together what canoes they could collect, as alfo the boats belonging to
their (hips, and to provide bread for the ufe of his people. Of this laft
article only fifty pounds could be procured; for they lived almoft,entire
ly on fapotes, vegetables, and what fifh they caught. We were four
days pafiing the river, with the greateft danger. One foldier with his
horfe went to the bottom, and never appeared afterwards. Two other
horfes were alfo loft; one of them belonged to a foldier named Cafquete,
who heartily curfed Cortes and his expedition, for the ill fortune he had
brought upon him.
i *
The.
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The general trufted the care of the embarkation to Sandoval. One
Saavedra, prefuming upon his relationfhip with Cortes, would not pay
refpedt to the captain’s orders, and endeavouring to force his paflage,
laid his hand to his poniard with difrefpedtful expreflions to Sandoval.
The latter made few words, but feizing him inftantly, threw him into
the water; where he was nearly drowned. Our buffering at this time
from hunger was beyond my expreflion. For thebe four days we had
literally nothing but the few nuts that we could gather, an*5 borne wild
fruits; and when we arrived on the other fide our condition was not
bettered.

We found this colony to confift of forty men and fix women, all
yellow and fickly, and without any thing to eat. Of courfe we were
anxious for the moment of fetting out in order to fearch the country for
provifions. About eighty of us went on foot, under the command of
Captain Luis Marin, to a town at the diftance of eiglit leagues, where
we found provifions of all kinds, cocoa in the greateft quantity, and
plenty of corn, and vegetables. This place was exaftly on the route of
Naco, whither it was the intention of Cortes to go. On receiving our
intelligence, he difpatched Sandoval with the principal part of his troops
to join us. We bent a plentiful bupply of maiz to our wretched colonifts, who having been fo long ftarving, eat to fuch an excefs that feyen of them died immediately. At this time alfo a veflel arrived there,
with feven horfes, forty hogsF eight pipes of falted meat, bifcuit, and
fifteen paflengers, adventurers from the Ifland of Cuba. All the pro
vifions Cortes bought immediately, and diftributed them amongft the
colonifts, with an equally fatal refult. They eat of the falted meat to
fnch an excefs that it gave them diarrheas, which in a very few days
carried off fourteen.
Cortes now determined to examine this great river, for which purpofe he fitted out one of the brigantines of Avila which had been brand
ed, and with this veflel, a boat, and four double canoes, in which he
embarked thirty foldiers, with eight bailors of the veflel which lately
arrived,

arrived, he proceeded up the river to a fpacious lake with good anchor
age, which extended to the diftance of fix leagues, and the whole of
the adjacent country was liable |o be inundated. Proceeding higher he
found the current more ftrong, and at length came to fome {hallows
which his veflels could not pafs ; he accordingly difembarked, and pro
ceeding by a narrow road, pafled through different villages. In the
firft he took fome natives to ferve as guides, , and in the fecond he found
plenty of corn, and fowls, amongft which were pheafants, pidgeons,
and partridges. Thefe laft I have frequently obferved domefticated
among the Indians. Purfuing his route, he came near a large town
named Cinacan Tencintle, fituated amongft fine cocoa plantations, and
in which he heard the found of mufic, the Indians being engaged ;in
a drunken feftival. Cortes waited until a fit opportunity, concealed in
a wood, and then fuddenly rufhing out, made ten men and fifteen wo
men prifoners. The reft attacked him with arrows and darts, but our
people clofed with them and cut to pieces eight of their chiefs. When
the natives found that the affair was going againft them they thought
it high time to fubmit; and accordingly four old men, two of whom
were priefts, came, apparently very much tamed, to petition Cortes for
the prifoners, and brought with them a few trifles of gold. Cortes promifed to deliver his prifoners on receiving a good fupply of provifions
which they aflured him of, and he pointed out to them, where the (hips
lay. It appears that a mifunderftanding afterwards happened between
Cortes and the natives, relative to the delivery of his captives, hewifhing to retain three women to make bread. They in confequence pro
ceeded to hoftilities again ; Cortes received a wound in the face, twelve
alfo of his foldiers were wounded,, and a boat deftroyed. He then re
turned after an abfence of twenty fix days,; fuffering dreadfully by the
mofquitos. He wrote to Sandoval giving him an account of all that
had occurred at Cinacan, which is diftant from. Guatimala. feventy
leagues, and ordered him to proceed toNaco-* Cortes himfelf intending
to eftablifh a fettlement at the place which was named Puerto de Cavallos,,
for which purpofe he defired ten of the veterans of Guacacualco, with
out whofe affiftance nothing was conducted properly.
Cortes;
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Cortes taking with him all the Spaniards that remained at St. Gil
de Buena Vifta, embarked in two (hips, and after eight days fail arrived
at-Puerto de Cavallos; in order to plant a colony there, the fituation be
ing anfwerable, and the harbour good. He appointed Diego de Godoy
commandant of this fettlement, which he named Natividad.
He
thought that by this time Sandoval had arrived at Naco which was not
far diftant, and wrote to him there, defiring ten of the foldiers of Guacacualco to reinforce him, as he intended to proceed to the bay of Hon
duras. This letter reached us in the quarters which I laft mentioned,
for We had not arrived at Naco. I will fay no more of the proceedings
of Cortes, nor how the flies bit him day and night, and prevented his
reft, lb that as we afterwards heard he had like to have died or loft his
fenfes^-from want of fteep.
Sandoval on receiving the general’s letter prefled forwards towards
Naco; but was obliged to halt at a place called CuyOcan, in order to
bring up his ftragglers who had quitted him in fearch of provifions.
We had alfo a river to pafs, and the natives all round were hoftile. As
our line of march was fo very long by the number of invalids who
came ftraggling after us, efpecially of the Mexicans, it became neceflary
to eftablifli a poft at the ferry on this river, for which purpofe Sandoval
left me with the command of eight men.

One night a body of the natives fell upon us, but we were prepa
red for them. They fet fire to the houie in which we were, and thought
to have brought off our canoe; but we, with the afliftance of a few
Mexicans, beat them off for that time, and knowing that there were
fome invalids lodged upon the road behind us, We on the next day
brought them over and all together fet out to join Sandoval. One man
died upon the road; he was a Genoefe, had been fome time ill, and at
length funk under poverty of diet. I was obliged to leave the body be
hind, for which Sandoval blamed me when I made my report. I told
him we had two invalids on each horfe, and my companion Bartholome
de Villa Nueva haughtily laid, that it was difficult enough for us to
bring
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bring ourfelves, without carrying dead men. Sandoval immediately
ordered me and Villanueva to return and bury him, which we accord
ingly did, and placed a crofs over the grave. We found in his pocket
a purfe containing a quantity of dice, and a memorandum of his fami
ly and eftedts in Teneriffe. Reft his foul! Amen.
In about two days we arrived at Naco, having pafled a place where
mines have been iince difcovered, and alfo a town named Quiniftan.
On arriving at Naco we found it to be a good town, but it was aband
oned by its inhabitants; however we obtained plenty of provifions and
fait which we much wanted. We took our quarters in fome very large
quadrangles, the fame place where De Oli had been executed, and fixed
ourfelves as if we had been to remain here for ever. In this place is the
fineft water that we had met with in New Spain, as alfo a tree, which
at the time of the fiefta, let the heat of the fun be as great as it will,
has a delightful refrefhing coolnefs in its (hade, and there feems to defcend from it a kind of dew, of the moft delicate nature, which is good
for the head. The place is well fituated, the neighbourhood fertile and
producing both the red and the fmall fapote, and it was at that time
populous.

Sandoval having obtained pofleflion of three of the principal na
tives of the diftricft, treated them kindly, and we continued in peaceable
terms with them, but the inhabitants could not be induced to return to
the town. It was now time to fend the reinforcement Cortes had requi
red, of ten Spanifh fettlers of Guacacualco. I was an invalid and una
ble to go, and Sandoval wifhed to keep me with him 5 eight valiant
foldiers were however fent, who fet out heartily curfing Cortes and his
expedition at every ftep. They had fome reafon, for they did not know
the leaft of the ftate of the country through which they were to go.
Sandoval took the precaution of fending five principal perfons of the na
tives with them, and gave it to be underftood that if any injury was
done to them the country Ihould be feverely punifhed. They arrived at
the place where Cortes was, in fafety, and he immediately embarked
Hhh
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for Truxillo, leaving Godoy in the command at Puerto de Cavallos,
with forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of the fettlers who
came with Avila, and thofe newly arrived from the Ifland of Cuba.

For fome time Godoy maintained himfelf in the neighbouring
country, but as his men were continually dropping off by difeafe, the
Indians began to defpife and negleft them, and in a Ihort time they loft
by ficknefs and famine above half their number, and three of them deferted and joined Sandoval. Such was the refult of the colonization of
Puerto de Cavallos. Sandoval, by different expeditions to the neigh
bouring diftridts, named Cirimongo, Acalaco, Quiz mi tan, and four
others, and by judicious meafures, brought the whole of the country
to peace and fubjedtion, all around Naco, and as far as Godoy’s lettlement.
After fix days fail Cortes arrived at the port of Truxillo. . This
place had been colonized by Francifco de las Cafas, but there were alfo
amongft them many of the mutineers who had ferved under De Oli,
and who had been banifhed from Panuco. All thefe, confcious of their
guilt, waited on Cortes upon his arrival, to fupplicate his pardon for
their offences. This Cortes granted them; he alfo continued thofe who
had been appointed to offices, and put .at the head of all thofe provinces
as captain general, his relation Saavedra. Cortes having now fummoned the chiefs and priefts of the Indians, made an harangue to them,
wherein he told them of the object of his coming thither, which
was, to induce them to quit the unnatural and cruel practices of their
falfe religion, and to embrace the true one. He alfo dwelt upon the
power and dignity of his Majefty the Emperor Don Carlos, to whom
he required their fubmiffion. This together with the holy exhortations
of our reverend fathers being explained to thefe people they readily promifed to obey him, in becoming his Majefty’s vaftals; whereupon
Cortes lignified to them, that they Ihould provide the fettlement with
all articles of food; efpecially fiffi, of which there was a great plenty
in the fea about the Iilands of Los Guanajes, and alfo he defired them
to
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to fend labourers to clear the woods in front of the town, and
open the view to the fea. AH this being readily undertaken by them,
Cortes ordered a number of fows in young to be turned out qn ttyefp
iflands, to flock them, which they did in the courfe of a few
years. The reverend fathers Francifcans alfo preached to the Indians
many holy things very edifying to hear. The natives applied themfelves to labour fo earneftly, that in two days they cleared the woods
towards the fea, and built fifteen houfes one of which was for Cortes,
and a very good habitation. The renown of our; general made him
feared through all thefe diftridts, as far as Olancho where are the rich
mines; the Indians called him the captain Hue-hue of Marina,, that is
the old captain who brings Donna Marina, and his prefence reduced the
whole country to fubmifiion, two or three' diftridzs in the mountains
only holding out. Againft thefe, the names of which were given to
him by the chief of Papayeca, then a populous diftrid: but now almoft
uninhabited, he fent Captain Saavedra with . a party of foldiers who
brought mofl of them under fubjedion, the only one that held out be
ing that people named the Acaltecans.
As many of the fuite of Cortes began now to fall fick frorn theeffeds of the climate, he fent them on board a yefljelto St. Domingo or
Cuba, and; by this opportunity he alfo fent letters to the reverend fathers
of the order of St. Jerome, and the court of royal; audience, informing
them of all the events that had happened; of his resigning the govern
ment of Mexico into the hands of deputies, - to proceed againfl
De Oli in perfon, and alfo of his future intentions. He requefted from
them a reinforcement of foldiers, ,and, to attach credit to his report,
he fent a valuable prefent of gold, taken in reality from his fide
board, but in fuch a manner that it fhould appear to them the produce
of this fettlement. This bufinefs he entrufted to a relation named Avalos, with orders, on his way, to take up twenty five foldiers, who, he
had received intelligence, were left in the Ifland of Cozumel, to kid
nap Indians. This yeflel was wrecked about feventy leagues from the
Havannah ; the Captain, Avalos, and many paflengers perifhed, and
Hhh a*
'
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thofe few Who efcaped, amongft whom was the licentiate Pedro Lopez,
were the firft who brought to the iflands intelligence of the exiftence of
Cortes and his army, for it had been hitherto univerfally believed that
we had all perilhed. As foon as it was known where Cortes then was,
two old fhips were freighted with horfes and colts, and lent out to us.
Except thefe, and one pipe of wine, all the reft of the cargo confifted
of Ihirts, caps, and ufelefs trumpery of various kinds.
Some Indians of the iflands called the Guanajes, which are about
the diftance of eight leagues from Truxillo, came at this time to com
plain to Cortes, that it had been a practice of the Spaniards to come to
their iflands, and kidnap the natives and their maceguales, or flaves,
and that a veffel was now there, as fuppofed for that purpofe. Cortes
on hearing this ordered out one of his (hips, which came in view of the
veflel, but lhe immediately hoifted fail, and made her efcape. It after
wards appeared that the corhmander of her was the bachelor Moreno,
who had been fent on bufinefs to Nombre de Dios, by the royal court
of audience of St. Domingo.

Whilft Sandoval remained at Naco, the chiefs of two diftridts in
that vicinity named Quecufpan, and Tanchinalchapa, came to him to
complain of a party of Spaniards who maltreated their people, robbing
them, and putting them in chains, and who were now at the diftance
of about one day’s march from his poft. He accordingly let out againft
them with feventy men, and arrived at the place where thefe people
were, perfectly at their eafe, and not expecting any attack. They were
furprifed at feeing us, and ran to their arms; but we foon feized the
captain and feveral more, thus getting the better of them without any
blood being drawn on either fide. Sandoval cenfured them in very ftrong
terms for their mifcondudt, and ordered thofe Indians whom they had
made prifoners to be immediately releafed. The captain of this party
was one Pedro de Garro; he and his men were marched prifoners to our
fettlement. From the manner in which they were mounted and attended,
they feemed to be lords, in comparifon of us who were dirty and worn
down

down with fervice. Several of them were perfons of quality or gen
tlemen, and after they had repofed a day amongft us they grew per
fectly contented.
The reafon of their being in thefe countries is as follows.. Pedro
Arias de Avila, who had the government of Tierra Firma,. fent a cap
tain named Francifco Hernandez to make conquefts in the province of
Nicaragua and Leon. This he did,, reducing the natives to obedience,
and eflablifhing a colony there. When Hernandez found himfelf advantageoufly fettled, he determined to throw off his dependency upon.
Pedro Arias, to which I believe he was incited by the bachelor Moreno,
and the reafon of it to the beft of my judgment was this.’ Arias had,
beheaded V. N. de Balboa, who married his daughter Donna Ifabella.
Arias de Penofa.
This atrocious flretch of power he committed
moil unwarrantably, and it was on this occafion that the bachelor
Moreno had been fent hither by the royal court of audience. The
bachelor meeting with Hernandez, advifed him to renounce his con
nexion with Pedro Arias, who had conducted himfelf lb. badly, and to
eflablifh a diftinCl government in that province, immediately under his
Majefly j and Hernandez taking his counfel, fent this party to make
their way to the north coafl, thereby to. open a communication with
the mother country..
All this being explained la Sandoval, was by him communicated
to Cortes, in expectation of his Supporting the views of Hernandez j by
Captain Luis Marin, whom. I attended upon this occafion. Our .whole *
party confifled of ten foldiers, and a molt defperate journey it was.,
the Indians were hoftile and attacked us with large heavy lances,, w.oundr
ing two of our foldiers. The rivers which, we crofled.were fwollen. and
rapid, and fb, frequent,. that in one. day we palled, three of them ;, one
river named Xagua, ten leagues from Triumpho de la. Cruz,, detained
us for two, days, and the inlets and lagoons were infefted by alligators.
By the fide of the river Xagua we found the fkelefons of feven. horfes;,
they had belonged to. De Qli’s troops, and diedfrom eating poifonous.
herbs—.
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herbs. Pafling El Triumpho de la Cruz, and a place named Quemara,
at length we arrived in the neighbourhood of Truxillo about the hour
of vefpers, and faw five cavaliers riding along the coaft. Thefe were,
Cortes and four of his friends, who were taking exercife. When he
recognifed us, after the firft furprife at the unexpected meeting, he dis
mounted from his horfe, and running up, embraced us all with tears in
his eyes, fo overjoyed was he to fee us, It made me melancholy to
find him fo weak and reduced. Dift refs and difeafe had worn him
down; indeed he expected death, and had gotten a Francifcan habit
made to be buried in. He had not at this time received, any intelligence
from Mexico finee he quitted that city. He walked into the town with
us, and we fupped with him, wretchedly enough. I had not my fill
even of bread or bifcuit. When he had read over the letters relative to
the bufinefs of Hernandez, he promifed that he would do all he could
to fupport him. The veflels from St. Domingo had arrived here three
days before us. I have already mentioned , that except the horfes and
one pipe of wine, their cargoes were nothing but frippery; it would
have been much better that they had not come, fince it induced us all
to run ourfelves in debt buying their ufelefs trafh.
While we were relating to Cortes the hardfhips we had fuftained
during our late journey, a fhip was defcried at a diftance, making for
our port. This veflel failed from the Havannah, with letters for the
general from the licentiate1 Zuazo, alcalde major of Mexico. The hi
dalgo who was captain of the veflel came diredtly to kifs the hands of
Cortes, and pftfented his letters, the fubftance of which the reader fhall
be ihformed of. As foon as Cortes read them he was overwhelmed with
forrow and diftrefs. He retired to his private apartment, where we
Could hear that he was fuflering under the greateft agitation. He did
not.ftir out for an entire day; at night he confefled and ordered a mafs
for the enfuing morning; after which he called us together, and read.to
us the-intelligence he had received1, and! whereby we lfemed, that it
had been univerfally reported and believed in New Spain that' we were
all dead, and Our properties had in eonfequence been fold- by public
auction.
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auction. From his father in Caftille he was informed, of the death of
the Bifhop of Burgos, that Albornoz had been laborioufly underminingus at court, and alfo of what I have before related, in regard to his Majefty’s orders to the admiral, and the interference of the duke of Bejar;
alfo that Narvaez had been appointed to the government of the river
Palmas, and that the government of Panuco had been given to one Nu
no de Guzman.

In regard to the affairs of New Spain thefe letters further added,
that in confequence of the powers which Cortes had given to the fadtor
Gonzalo de Salazar, and the veedor Pedro Almindes Chirinos, to fupercede the deputies he had left in Mexico, viz. the treasurer Alonzo de
Eftrada, and the contador Albornoz, and to take the adminiftration up
on themfelves in cafe of mifcondudt on the part of the deputies, theie
two officers having on their return to Mexico formed a ftrong party,
amongft whom was the licentiate Zuazo alcalde major, Rodrigo dePaz
alguazil major, A. de Tapia, Jorge de Alvarado, and the reft of the
ancient conquerors, attempted to take the government into their
hands by main force, and the confequence of the ftruggle of the two
parties was, much difturbance, and bloodfhed. The fadtor and veedor
however carried their point, and had made prifoners the two former de
puties and many of their friends. Still however there was fighting eve
ry day, the predominating party confifcating the property of their oppon
ents, to diftribute it among their own adherents. They had, we
learned, completely fuperceded Zuazo in his office, and had imprifoned Rodrigo de Paz the alguazil major, but that the licentiate Zuazo
had effected a temporary reconciliation between the parties. During
thefe difturbances, three diftridts, viz. the Zapotecans, Minxes, and1'
thofe in thp vicinity of a fortified rock named Coatlan had rebelled, and
a force going againft them under the veedor Chirinos, inftead of attend
ing to their bufinefs, the troops thought of nothing but card playing,,
in confequence of which the natives furprifed them in their camp, and
did them much mifchief. The factor had then fent a veteran captain
named Andrez de Monjaraz, to affift.the veedor, and advife him; but
this
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this officer was unable to exert himfelf properly, being an invalid.
As to the city of Mexico, there was danger every hour of an infurrcdtion.
The letters alfo informed us that the factor conftantly remitted gold
to his Majefty s treafurer, Don Francifco de los Cobos, to make an
intereft for himfelf at court, reporting that we were all dead at Xicalonga, the belief of which was corroborated by Diego de Ordas who,
to get out of the factions and troubles of Mexico had failed with
two veflels to fearch for us, and arriving at the place called Xicalonga,
where the captains Simon de Cuenca and Francifco de Medina had been
killed, hearing the account of their misfortunes, and not knowing the
particulars, had taken it for granted that it could be no others than
Cortes and his party who were thus deftroyed, and reported fo in his
letters to Mexico which he lent by certain paflengers, and then, with
out landing, hoifted fail for Cuba. The factor thewed his letter to our
relations, and put on mourning; and a monument was erected, and fu
neral fervice performed for the honour of Cortes, in the great church
of Mexico. The fadtor then proclaimed himfelf governor, and captain
general of New Spain, with the found of kettle drums and trumpets,
and ifliied out an order, that all women who had any regard for their
fouls, and whofe hulbands had gone with Cortes, Ihould confider them
dead in law, and marry again forthwith. And becaufe a woman nam
ed Juana de Manilla did not chufe to take his advice, but infilled on
waiting the return of her hufband Alonzo Valiente, faying that we
were not people who would let ourfelves be fo eafily beaten as the veedor
Chirinos and his party, the fadtor ordered her to be publicly whipped
through the llreets of Mexico for a witch.

As there are in all places flattering traitors, one of this defeription,
whom we once expected better from, and whofe name I will not men
tion, folemnly allured the factor, before many witnefles, that going
one night by the church of St.' Jago, which is built on the fcite of the
great temple of the Mexicans, and looking into the church yard, he
faw

faw the fouls of Cortes, Donna Marina, and Sandoval, burning in
flames of fire; and that he had been fo terrified thereat, as to have re
mained ill ever fince. Another man of good reputation alfo came to
the factor, and told him that the quadrangles of Tefcuco were haunted
by evil fpirits, which the natives faid were the fouls of Donna Marina
and Cortes. All thofe falfehoods they invented to ingratiate themfelves
with the factor.
At this time arrived in Mexico the captains Francifco de las Cafas,
and Gil Gonzales de Avila, the fame who beheaded Chriftoval de Oli.
Las Cafas on his arrival publicly afferted the exiftence of Cortes, and
reprobated the conduct of the fador, but declared that fhould it be the
cafe, as then believed, that we were all dead, Alvarado was the only
proper man to put in the place of Cortes, until his Majefty’s further
pleafure fhould be known. Alvarado being written to on the fubjed
fet out for Mexico, but growing apprehenfive of fome attempt upon
his life, he thought it moft prudent to return to his diftrid. The factor
had at this time collected what gold he could lay his hands upon, to
fupport his negotiations at court. In this he was oppofed by almoft
every other officer of the government of New Spain, who determined
among themfelves, not to permit him exclufively to make reprefentations of the tranfadions there, but to fend likewife their own ftatements
at the fame time, and by the fame opportunity with his. When the
fador found that he could not bring over Las Cafas, Gonzalez de Avila,
arid the licentiate, to fupport his views, he caufed the two former to be
arrefted and profecuted for the alleged murder of De Oli; and by his
wickednefs, and the preponderance of his power, procuring their con
demnation, it was with the greatefl: difficulty that their immediate exe
cution could be prevented, by appealing to his Majefty. He was
obliged however to content himfelf with fending them prifoners to Caftille. He then fell upon the licentiate Zuazo, and fent him off to Vera
Cruz, and there embarked him for the Ifland of Cuba, as was alleged,
to anfwer for his condud while he was judge there. He next feized
Rodrigo de Paz, and demanded of him an account and furrender of the
Hi
treafure
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treafure of Cortes, whofe major domo he had been, and becaufe he
could not, or would not declare, or make difcovery concerning it, he
caufed his feet and part of his legs to be burnt; and not content with
giving him the torture, and knowing alfo that if left alive he might
complain to his Majefty, he ordered him to be hanged, which was
accordingly done. He alfo arrefted moft of the friends of Cortes. Ta
pia and Jorge de Alvarado, however, took fandtuary with the Francif*
can fathers; but feveral of them went over to him, partly becaufe he
gave them Indians, and partly becaufe it is natural to with to be with
the ftrongeft power, or, as the faying is, to cry, “fuccefs to the conquerors.” He emptied the arfenal of arms, and brought them to his
palace, in the front of which he alfo planted all the artillery, which was
commanded by Captain Don Luis de Guzman, fon in law to the Duke
of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body guard for his own protec
tion, compofed in part of the foldiers of Cortes, to the command of
which he appointed one Artiaga.
Zuazo alfo wrote to Cortes to inform him, that he had reported
many fcandals of him to his Majefty, fuch as defrauding him of the
duty upon gold; and as an inftance to what extent he carried his tyran
ny, he mentioned a circumftance of a travelling Spaniard having in
formed a woman, and given her proofs, that her hufband who was
gone with Cortes was alive. This coming to the ears of the fadtor, he
caufed him to be feized by four alguazils, and would have hanged him,
but that he, to excufe himfelf, declared that what he had faid
was all a falfehood, and that he had only invented it .to comfort the
poor woman, feeing her weeping for the lofs of her hufband. The
bufinefs which brought this man to Mexico was, to obtain a plantation,
this was immediately fettled to his fatisfadtion, and he was difmifled
with a hint to hold his tongue, as he valued his life. This letter alfo
informed Cortes of the death of the reverend father Bartholome, a holy
man, and much regretted by all the natives of Mexico, who in token
of their refpedt failed from the time of his death, until he was buried.
Zuazo
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Zuazo concluded by faying, that he feared Mexico was loft, and that
he had been fent a prifoner in irons to the place from whence he dateci
his letter.

This intelligence made us all very fad. It was difficult to fay which
of the two, Cortes or the factor, we curfed moft heartily in our own
minds.
We fecretly gave them ten thoufand maledictions, and
our hearts funk within us. Cortes retired to his chamber, and did not
appear to us till evening, when we entreated him immediately to haften
to Mexico. He replied to us kindly and gently, faying, “dearfriends
“ and companions, this villain of a factor is powerful. If I go and you
“ accompany me he may lay hands upon us by the road, and murder us
“ all. It were better that I went privately with three or four of you, and'
“ came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let the reft rejoin Sandoval,
“ and proceed with him to Mexico.” Cortes now wrote to Captain Her
nandez, promifing him every fupport; he fent him alfo two mules
loaded with prefents of fuch things as he knew he wanted, entrufting
them to the care of a gentleman named Cabrera, a brave officer who
was on the ftaff under Blafco Nunez Velo, and was killed in the fame
battle with the Viceroy. When I faw that Cortes was determined to go
to Mexico, I requefted of him that he would permit me, who had been
in all difficulties and dangers by his fide, to attend him upou this occafion. He embraced me and faid, “ I requeft you my fon to remain with
“ Sandoval. I promifeyou, and I fwear by this beard, that I confider
“ myfelf much beholden to you, and have long done fo.” However
he would not permit me to attend him.

I remember when we were in the town of Truxillo, a gentleman
named Roderigo Manueca, a principal officer in the general's houfehold,
to divert Cortes, feeing him diftrefled, as he was with good rcafon,
laid a wager with fome other cavaliers, that he would climb in his ar
mour to the top of the rock, whereon flood the houfe which the Indi
ans had built for the head quarters. When he had got a confiderable
way up he milled his hold, and falling to the ground, was -killed.
Iii z
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Some of the fettlers of this place now began to grow mutinous, on find
ing that Cortes had omitted to name them to any office. He however
found the means to pacify them, by promifes not to forget them on his
arrival at Mexico. Previous to his departure, he ordered Captain Diego
de Godoy with his fettlers to quit the colony of Puerto de Cavallos,
where it was impoffible for them to keep their ground, on account of
fleas, mufquitos, and other vermin, and to relieve us at the good fettle
in our way to Mexico, as the government of it was an object worth
applying for. Accordingly we took our leave of Cortes who was em
barked, and fet out chearfully upon our journey as Mexico was to be
the end of it. It was as ufual attended with extreme diftrefs. How
ever we reached Naco, and found that Captain De Garro had before
our arrival gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez, of
the promife which Cortes had made, and we fet out on the enfuing
day for Mexico.
Two confidential friends of the governor Arias de Avila, having
gotten the knowledge that a private correfpondence was going on
between Hernandez and Cortes, began to fufpedt the view of the former
to furrender his province, and detach himfelf from Avila. Thefe foldiers were named Garruito and Zamorrano. The former was urged on
particularly by an old enmity to Cortes, on account of a rival-fhip about
a lady in St. Domingo when they were both youths, and which had
ended in a duel. Thefe perfons informed Avila of the whole that they
knew, and he, immediately on receipt Of the intelligence, haftened off
to feize the parties concerned. Garro, alarmed in time, made his efcapetous; but Hernandez, relying upon their former intimacy and
friendfhip, thought that Avila would not proceed to extremities, and
did not attempt to avoid him. He was however fadly undeceived, for
after a very fummary procefs he was executed as a traitor to his l'uperior
officer, in the town which he was colonizing, and thus ended the nego
tiation between him and Cortes.

The
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The firft time that Cortes failed from Truxillo for Vera Cruz, he
was obliged to put back by contrary winds, the fecond time from an
accident which happened to the veflel. He was difpirited by ficknefs,
the voyage alfo added to his mental depreflion, and he was apprehenfive
of the power of the factor. On his return he ordered a folemn mals,
and prayed fervently to the holy Ghoft to enlighten him as to his future
proceedings. It appears that he became infpired with an inclination to
flay and colonize the country where he then was j for he fent three exprefles as hard as they could poll to recall us, and bring us back to'
Truxillo. In his letters he exprefled his determination, which he attri
buted to the infpiration^of his guardian angel. When we received this
meflage we bellowed a thoufand maledictions on Cortes and the ill for
tune which attended him, and told Sandoval, that if he chofe to remain
it mull be by himfelf, for that we were determined to proceed to Mex
ico. Sandoval was alfo of our opinion; we therefore returned an anfwer to this effedt, figned by us all, and in a few days received another
letter from him, which contained great offers to fuch as fhould be indu
ced to remain, and concluded by faying, that if we refufed, there Hill
remained foldiers in Caftille and elfewhere. On receiving this letter
we were if poflible more determined than ever to proceed, but Sandoval
earneftly entreated, and perfuaded us to halt for a few days* until he
could fee Cortes, in the hope of perfuading him to undertake the jour
ney to Mexico. We wrote back in reply, that as he laid he could findfoldiers in Caftille, fo could we governors and generals in Mexico, whowould give us plantations for our fervices, and that we had fuffered>
misfortunes enough already by him. With this anfwer Sandoval fet off,
attended by a foldier named Sauzedo, and a farrier, and mounted on his,
good horfe Motilla, fwearing by his beard that he would not return
until he had put Cortes, on board the. fhip for Mexico..

Now I mention SandovaEs horfe, I mull oblerve of him, that he
was the fwifteft, and the bell drefled, and fineft figure of any horfe in
New Spain: he was of a dark chefnut colour, and fuch was the fame
of Motilla, that it reached the ear of his Majefty, to whom Sandoval
intended!
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intended to prefent him. Sandoval applied to me at this time for my
horfe, an excellent animal for career, exercife, or road. He coft me
fix hundred crowns to one Avalos brother to Saavedra, my former one,
which had coft me a greater fum, being killed in an adtion at a place
called Zulaco. However Sandoval exchanged with me one of his,
which was killed under me in lefs than two months; after which I re
mained with nothing better than a vicious colt, which I bought a bad
bargain of from amongft thofe brought to Truxillo in the two veflels,
as I have before related. Sandoval at parting from us defired us to wait
his return at a large Indian town named Acalteca. When he reached
Truxillo, his friend Cortes was rejoiced to feezhim, but neither our
letter, nor the prefling inftances of Sandoval, nor of the reverend father
Varillas, could induce him to furmount his avcrfion to proceed to
Mexico.

When Sandoval found it impoflible to induce Cortes to go to Mex
ico, he prevailed upon him to fend a confidential fervant named Martin
de Orantes, with a commiflion to Pedro de Alvarado, and Francifco de las
Cafas, to take upon them the government during his abfence, in cafe
thofe officers were in Mexico, and fhould they not be found there, the
fame power was to be exercifed by the treafurer Alonzo de Eftrada, and
the contador Albornoz, conformably to the deputation given by Cortes
to them, previous to his departure from Mexico, thofe delegated to the
faitor and veedor being revoked. Cortes having agreed to this, and.
given his orders and inftrudtions, directed Orantes to land in a bay be
tween Vera Cruz and Panuco, and to fuffer no one to go on fliore but
himfelf; and the veflel was immediately to hoift fail, and proceed for
Panuco. Thefe laft inftructions were given, that the arrival of
his officer fhould be kept as private as poflible until the proper time.
He alfo fent letters by him to all his friends in New Spain, and to the
treafurer and contador, although he knew them in reality not to belong
to the number.

The wind and weather being favourable, in a few days the veflel
arrived
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arrived at its deftination, and Orantes on landing difguifcd himfelf as a
labourer. On his journey he avoided the Spaniards, lodging and mix
ing only with the natives. Thofe who had known him before could
not have recognized him, after an abfence of two years and three months.
To fuch as queftioned him he faid, that his name was Juan de Flechillaj in this manner, being an active man, he arrived in four days at
Mexico, and entering the city after dark, he proceeded direddy to the
lodgings of the reverend fathers Francifcans. On beings admitted, he
there found the Alvarados and feveral of the friends of.Cortes, conceal
ed. When he had explained who he was, and produced the general’s
letters, all prefent, the reverend fathers not excepted, danced for joy;
they immediately locked the gates of the monaftery, to exclude the
obfervation of the traitorous party, and at midnight the intelligence was
communicated to the treasurer, the contador, and many of the friends
of Cortes, who immediately affembled at the Francifcans,

It was then determined by them, as the firfl ilep, to feize on the
perfon of the fador in the morning. All the intermediate time was
employed in colleding arms and friends, and making other preparations
for the purpofe, The veedor was at that period at the rock of Coatlan.
At day break the whole party marched to the palace inhabited by the
fador, crying, “ long live his Majefty, and Hernando Cortes?- When
this was heard by the citizens, they all took to their arms, thinking it
fomething wherein government called for their afliftance, and numbers
under that idea joined the treafurer on his march. As to the contador,
he played a double part, giving intelligence to the fador to put him on
his guard, and Eftrada reproached him ftrongly for his condudt.
When the party of Cortes approached the refidence of the fador,
they found that he was already well prepared, owing to the information
that he had received. His artillery under Don Luis de Guzman was
planted in front of the houfe, and he had a flrong garrifon within fide.
Thofe with the treafurer forcing their way in, fome by the different
doors, others by the terraces and wherever they could get accefs, all at
the

the fame time, and fhouting for his Majefty and Cortes, the adherents
of the fadtor became difmayed, and the artillery-men abandoning the
guns, the other foldiers alfo made off and hid themfelves; one of them,
Gines Nortes, leaping down from a corredor, fo that there only remain
ed with the fadtor, Pedro Gonzalez Sabiote, and four fervants. When
he found himfelf thus abandoned, he became defperate, and endeavour
ed himfelf to fire off the guns, in which attempt he was feized, and
made prifoner. A large cage of timber was conftrudted to receive him,
and thus terminated his career as governor of New Spain. Circular
notice was fent to all the provinces of this revolution, by which each
individual was pleafed or diffatisfied as his particular intereft fwayed
him. When the veedor heard it he was fo diftrefled that he fell fick.
He left his command with Captain De Monjaraz, and got himfelf con
veyed towards Mexico, and reaching the monaftery of St. Francis in
Tezcuco, he there fhut himfelf up, and was fhortly after made prifoner
and fecured in another wooden cage.
Immediate intelligence of all that had happened was forwarded to
Pedro de Alvarado, with directions to him to proceed to Truxillo, and
wait upon Cortes. The next thing that the new deputies did was, to
pay their refpedts to Juanna de Manfilla, the woman who had been
whipped for a witch * The treafurer placed her on horfeback behind
him, and thus, attended by all the cavaliers in proceflion, (he was pa
raded through the ftreets of Mexico like a Roman matron, and was ever
after called Donna Juanna, in honour of her conftancy, in refufing to
comply with the orders of the facftor, to marry again, while fhe was
convinced that her hufband was living.

The fituation of Mexico evidently requiring the prefence of Cortes,
Fray Diego de Altamirano was pitched on by his friends to wait upon
him, and reprefent to him the neceflity of his immediately fetting out.
This father had been in the military < profefiion before he entered the
church, and was a man of bufinefs and abilities. The conduct purfued
by the veedor and fadtor, and efpecially their confifcations and diftribu-

tion of property among their greedy fupporters, had gained them many
adherents, and, if not friends, at leaft perfons interefted in the main
tenance of their government. Thefe, compofed principally of the low
and feditious defefiption, but mixed with fome of quality, with the
fupport and contrivance of the contador who dreaded the arrival of
Cortes, had formed a plan to kill the treafurer, and reinftate the factor
and veedor in their offices. For the purpofe of releafing them from
prifon, they had recourfe to one Guzman, a white-fmith; a fellow of
low character, and a ridiculous aftedter of wit. To him they applied
to make the keys, giving him a piece of gold whereon was marked the
form in which they were to he wrought, and charging him at the fame
time to keep the ftridzefl fecrecy. All this he readily undertook and
promifed, fpeaking as if he had the liberation of the prifoners fincerely
at heart. They then told him all the particulars which his inquifitivenefs induced him to queftion them about, and he proceeded in his work,
but flowly and aukwardly, in order to induce them to repeat their vifits,
to hurry him on; and he thus obtained from the confpirators the know
ledge that he required. The keys being finifhed, and the party ready
to make the attempt, he luddenly went to the houfe of the treafurer,
and gave him an account of the whole. The treafurer, aflembling the
friends of Cortes on the inftant, proceeded to the place of meeting,
where he found twenty confpirators armed, and in waiting for the fignal. Thefe he feized, but many others made their efcape. Among
thefe apprehended were fome notorious characters; one of them had
lately committed violence on a Caftillian woman. They were tried be
fore the bachelor Ortega alcalde major, and being convidted, three
were hanged, and feveral whipped.
I muft now make a confiderable digreffion from my narrative,
though it comes in properly in point of matter, to mention how the
fame veflel which conveyed the letters tranfmitted by the fadtor to hisi.
Majefty in Caftille, conveyed others, fo artfully concealed that he had
no fufpicion of them, wherein was given a full and true account of all
Kkk
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his oppreflions, and unlawful proceedings. Thefe fadls had alfo been
already reported by the courts of St. Domingo, which contradicted the
accounts of the death of Cortes, and informed his Majefty how that
officer was employed for his ferviee. The Emperor is reported to have
declared his indignation at the manner in which Cortes had been treated,
and his determination to fupport him.

When Fra Altamirano arrived at Truxillo, and explained his bufinefs to Cortes, the latter returned thanks to heaven for having granted
peace to that country. He alfo declared his intention of going thither,
but that it muftbe by land, on account of the contrariety of the currents
and his own bad Hate of health. The pilots however reprefented to
him that the feafon was favourable, it being then the month of April,
and prevailed upon him to give up his firft determination, but ftill he
could not leave that place until the return of Sandoval, whom he had
detached againft a Captain Roxas, who ferved under Arias, and againft
whom complaints had been lodged by the natives of a diftridt named
Olancho, which was diftant about fifty five leagues from Truxillo.
Sandoval had been detached thither with feventy foldiers; at firft the
two parties were upon the brink of hoftilities, but became afterwards
reconciled and parted amicably, Roxas and his foldiers quitting that
country. ‘
Sandoval was immediately recalled in confequence of the meflage
brought by Altamirano. The general appointed Captain Saavedra his
lieutenant in that province, and wrote at the fame time to Captain
Luis Marin, to march our whole party by the road of Guatimala,
and Captain Godoy he ordered to Naco. Thefe letters Saavedra malicioufly fupprefled, for they never came to our hands. Cortes previous
to his embarkation confefled to Fra Juan and received the facrament,
for he was fo ill that he thought himfelf at the point of death. The
wind favouring his voyage to the Havannah, he foon arrived there,
and

and was joyfully received by his former friends and acquaintances;
dnd a veflel from New Spain which arrived about the fame time,
brought intelligence that the country was at peace, for that the Indians
hearing that Cortes, and we hi& conquerors were yet living, had come
in and fubmitted.
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Return of Cartes to Mexico; occurrences there.
of the author to Mexico.

Return

-ZxFTER five days refrefhment at the Havannah, Cortes embarked,

and in twelve days arrived at the Port of Medellin, oppofite to the Ifland De los Sacrificios, where he difembarked with twenty foldiers, and
proceeding to the town of San Juan de Ulua, which was diftant about
half a league, it was his fortune to light upon a firing of horfes and
mules which had conveyed travellers to the coaft, and which he engag
ed to take him to Vera Cruz. He ordered thofe about him to give no
hint to any one, who he was, and two hours before day break arriving
at the town, he went directly to the church the doors of which were
juft opened. When the facriftan faw the church filled with people
whom he did not know, he became alarmed and ran into the ftreet,
calling to the civil power to afiift him. The alcaldes, three alguazils
and fome of the neighbours came with arms in confequence of the noife.
Cortes was fqualid, and the white habit of the reverend father was
dirty from the fea voyage, nor did any one recollect them until Cortes
began to fpeak; but as foon as he was recognized by them, they all
fell upon their knees, killed his hands, and bid him and his attendants
welcome. All his old fellow foldiers aflembled around him, and after
mafs, efcorted him to the quarters of Pedro Moreno Medrano, where
he remained for eight days, during which time he was feafted and en
tertained by the inhabitants. Intelligence was alfo fent to Mexico to
give the people there the joyful tidings, and Cortes wrote to his friends
to the fame efiedt. The Indians of the neighbourhood
brought
him
o
o
abundant

*

abundant prefents, and when he fet out for the city of Mexico every
preparation was made for his accommodation. The inhabitants of Mex
ico, and of all the places round the lake celebrated his return with feftivals, and thofe of Tlafcala did the fame.

When he arrived at Tefcuco, where the contador came to wait
upon him, he thought it proper to remain there for that night,, andon
the next morning but one he entered the city, being met by all the offi
cers, cavaliers, and other inhabitants, in great ftate. The natives in
their bcft drefles, and armed as warriors, filled the lake with their ca
noes; the dancing continued in every ftreet during the day, and at night
the city was illuminated with lights at every door. Immediately on his
arrival he went to the monaftery of St. Francifco, to return thanks to
God for all his mercies to him. From that he went to his magnifi
cent palace, where he was ferved and efteemed, and feared,, as a fovereign prince,’all the provinces making their fubmiffions, and fending
prelents and congratulations to him. The entry of Cortes into Mexico
was in the month of June. He immediately ordered the arreft of thofe
who had been moft eminent for fedition, and faction, and caufed an
enquiry to be inftituted into the conduct of the two great culprits. He
alfo arretted one Ocampo, who had been concerned in defamatory libels*
and a perfon of the name of Ocana a fcrivener. This man who was
very old was called the body and foul of the factor. He now intended
to proceed immediately to bring the veedor and factor to juftice for their
crimes, and if he had done fo no one could have faid againft it, and it
would have met his Maj eft} *s approbation. This I heard faid by fome
members of the royal council of the Indies, the Bifhop de las Caias be
ing prefent, in the year of our Lord one thoufand five hundred and forty,
when I was attending on my own affairs; but in this inftance Cortes
may be juftly taxed with feeblenefs of conduct.

The reader has already been informed of the charges brought
againft Cortes in Caftille, and of the orders iffued to the admiral- of St.
Domingo,,

Domingo, of the interpolation of the Duke of Bejar,, and the appoint
ment of Luis Ponce de Leon. The licentiate at this period of which I
am writing, had arrived at Medellin. The fuddennefs of his coming
rather furprifed Cortes, who when he received the intelligence, was
performing his devotions in the church of St. Francis, He earneftly
prayed to the Lord to guide him as leemed belt to his holy wifdom, and
on coming out of the church fent an exprefs to bring him information
of all particulars. In two days after, the licentiate fent him his Majefly’s orders to receive him as relident judge in Mexico, and Cortes in
confequence thereof difpatched a perfon with a meflage of compliment,
and defiring to know which of the two roads to the city he intended to
take, that he might make fuch preparations as were proper for the re
ception of a perfon of his rank. The licentiate fent him back an anfwer,
thanking him for his polite offers, and declaring his intention to repofe
after the fatigues of his voyage for a little time, where he was. This
interval was bufily employed by the enemies of Cortes, who reprefented
to the licentiate that it was his determination to put the factor and vee
dor to death, before his arrival, and that it was neceflary for him to
take good care as to his own perfon, for as to all thefe civilities of Cor
tes, they were only intended, by afcertaining the road that he intended
to take, under the colour of preparation to do hijn honour, the more
effectually to fucceed in his intention to aflaflinate him. They alfo
mifreprefented every tranfaCtion in which Cortes had been concerned.
The perfons whom the licentiate principally confulted were the
alcalde major Proano, a native of Cordova, and his brother the alcalde
of the citadel, named Salazar de la Pedrada, who fhortly after his arri
val died of a pleurify, Marcos de Aguilar a licentiate or bachelor, a foldier named Bocanegra de Cordova, and certain fathers of the order of
St. Domingo, the provincial of whom was one Fray Thomas Ortiz.
He had been a prior fome where that I do not now recoiled:, and all
thofe who came with him defcribed him to be a man more fit for world
ly affairs than thofe which particularly concerned his holy office. With
thefe

thefe perfons the licentiate confuted as to his proceeding to Mexico,
which they all were of opinion Ihould not be delayed an inftant. Ac
cordingly, the laft meflengers difpatched by Cortes met him on the road
at Iztapalapa. A fumptuqus banquet was here prepared for them, at
which, after feveral abundant and magnificent fer vices, fome cheefecakes and cuftards were placed upon the table, as great delicacies . They
were fo much approved of, and fome of the company eat of them in
fuch quantities, that they made them tick; but thofe who eat of them
in moderation were not at all affedted. However this prior, Fray Tho
mas Ortiz, aflerted that they had been poifoned with arfenic, and that
he had not eaten of them from a fufpicion that they were fo; but others
who were prefent declared, that he ftufted himfelf heartily with them,
and faid that they were the beft he had ever tafted. This new charge
was immediately feized on and circulated by the enemies of Cortes,,
to throw an odium upon him..

During this time Cortes remained in Mexico) report faid that he
had fent a good prefent of gold to the licentiate; this I cannot warrant;
but as he had perfons ftationed to bring him intelligence, on his quit
ting Iztapalapa Cortes fet out to meet him, with a grand and numerous
retinue of all the officers and gentlemen of the city. When, the two.
parties met, many civilities pafled between the great men; the licentiate?
feemed to me to be well acquainted with the rules of politenefs. It was?
with great difficulty that Cortes could prevail upon him to take the
right hand. On his entry intathe city he proceeded to the monaftery
of St* Francifco, bufinefs being deferred till the enfuing day. Cortes
attended the licentiate to the palace prepared for him, where he enter
tained him rnoft fumptuoufty, but his politenefs and grandeur of man
ner was more ftriking than all the reft,, infomuch that the licentiate obferved privately ta his. friends, that Cortes mutt have been for a long
time paft exercifing himfelf in the manners of a great man.

On. the enfuing day, the council of Mexico, and all the civil and
. .

military

(
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military officers, and the veteran foldiers, were aflembled by order; and
in our prelence the licentiate Ponce de Leon produced his authority from
his Majefty, which Cortes having killed, and placed upon his head in
token of fubmiffion, we all declared our obedience to, as in duty
bound. The licentiate then received and returned back the rod of juftice,
in token of the furrender of the government into his hands, faying to
Cortes, “General, this government I receive from you by his Majefty’s
“ orders, wherein however it is by no means implied that you are not
“ moft worthy of this, or higher trufts.” To which the general replied,
that he was always happy in obeying his Majefty *s commands, and
that it was alfo a fatisfa&ion to him, that he would be thereby enabled
to prove the falfehood and malice of his enemies. The licentiate in
anfwer laid, that where were good men, there were alfo bad, and fuch
was the world; but that to each would be repaid in kind. This was
all the material bufinefs of the day. On the next, Cortes attended the
fummon of the new governor, who fent it with much refpedt, and
they had a conference, at which no one was prefent except the prior
Thomas Ortiz; but it is faid and believed that the licentiate addrefled
Cortes to the following effect. He firft obterved that it had been his
Nlajefty’s intention, that thote who had moft merit in the conqueft of
this country, fhould be well provided for in the diftribution of planta
tions, confidering more efpecially the foldiers who firft came thither
from Cuba; and that it had been underftood, that this was not the cate,
for that they had been neglected, while others newly arrived had wealth
heaped upon them, without any juft pretenfions. Cortes, to this, re
plied, that all had got (hares, but that fome of thefe it was true turned
out much inferior to others ; however it was in his power as governor
now to rectify that. The governor then afked him how it happened
that he had left Luis de Godoy to perifh for want in a diftant fettlement,
when the veterans ought to have been fuftered to remain and enjoy the
comforts of eftablifhed pofleffions in Mexico, and the new colonizations
have been affigned to new comers. He alfo enquired how Captain Luis
Marin, Bernal Diaz del Caftillo, and the others of his approved foldiers
had

had been taken care oE Cortes replied, that for bufinefs of danger it
was ufelefs to employ any but his veterans; but that they would foon
he expected return to Mexico, being then upon their road thither. The
governor next alked him, rather iharply, about his imprudent march
againft Chriftoval de Oli, undertaken without his Majefty’s orders or
permiffion. To which Cortes anfwered, that he confidered it to be
neceflary for his Majefty’s fervice, as the dangerous effects of fuch ex
ample among officers intruded with feparate commands might be very
extendve, and that he had, previous to fetting out, reported to his Majedy his intention fo to do. He then queftioned Cortes as to the affairs*
of Narvaez, Garay, and Tapia, to all which Cortes gave fuch fatisfactory anfwers that the governor feemed to be well contented there
with.
After Cortes had retired, Fray Thomas Ortiz called on three perfons intimate friends of the general, and with great earnednefs told them
the fame which he on the enfuing morning told to Cortes himfelfj for
coming to him at that time, and deiiring to fpeak to him in private, he
then allured him, with many protedations of friendfhip, and wifhes to
lerve him, that the goyernor had fecret orders from his Majedy, imme
diately to behead him, and that he had thought it proper, in conform
ity with the duty of his facred function, as well as from his private
regard, to give him early intelligence. This friendly communication
it may be fuppofed gave Cortes a good deal to reflect upon j he had been
informed of the intriguing and fimulating character of the friar, and
was induced to think that this might be done to induce him
to give a bribe for his interceffion. Others faid afterwards that Ortiz
aCted by the directions of the governor. Cortes, however, received his
pretended friendly information with many thanks, declaring his hopes
that his Majefly had a different opinion of his fervices, than to proceed
againft him in that manner, and that he had too high an opinion of the
governor, to fuppofe he would do any thing without warrant.
When the friar found that his tricks were not attended by the efieCt
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that he had flattered himfelf with, he remained much confufed, and
did not know what to fay.
The new governor iflued public notice, that all who had complaints^
to make againft the former adminiftration of the country, fhould bring
them forward, whether they were concerning Cortes, the civil, or the
military officers. In eonfequence of this a hoft of accufers, litigants,
and claimants, ftarted up. All the general’s private enemies brought
accufations againft him,- others who had really juftice on their fide laid
claim to what was due to them. Some alledged that they had not re
ceived their proper (hares of gold, others that they had not been fufficiently rewarded, and others demanded remuneration for their horfes kil
led in the wars, although they had gotten ten times the value in goldr
and fome demanded fatisfa<ftion for perfonal injuries. Juft at the period
when the governor had opened his court to give a hearing to all
the parties, it was God’s will, and for our fins and misfortunes, that
he fhould be taken fuddenly ill of a fever, and a lethargy coming on
him he remained in that ftate four days. His three phyficians then advifed him to confefs and receive the facrament, which he did with
great devotion, and appointed as his fucceflor in the government, Mar
cos de Aguilar who had come with him from Caftille. Some faid that
the latter was only a bachelor and not a licentiate, and therefore incapa
ble of adting; however the governor left him orders not to proceed fur
ther with the bufinefs of the court, but that all fhould be laid before
his Majefty. On the ninth day from the time he was taken ill, the
governor gave up his breath to our Lord. The whole city went into
mourning on the occafion. The military deplored his lofs with parti
cular reafon, for he certainly intended to redrefs all abufes, and to re
ward us according to our merits.

I heard an anecdote of him, at the time of his death, and it was
this. He was of a gay difpofition and fond of mufic; to divert his
lethargy, his attendants brought a lute, and played upon it in his apart
ment i

mcnt; and they faid that while they played him a favourite air, he beat
time to it, and juft as it was finilhed he expired. What malignities
and flanders were now circulated againft Cortes, by his enemies in Mex
ico ! they faid that he and Sandoval had poifoned the governor, as he
had before done Garay. The moft bufy in this malicious affair was the
friar Ortiz. It appeared as if the veflel which brought them had been
infected with the difeafe of which the governor died; above a hundred of
thofe who came in it having died at lea or after landing. All the friars
except a very few were fwept off, and the contagion pervaded the city
of Mexico.
It was the wilh of thofe who Were enemies to Cortes, that the
enquiry Ihould be proceeded on in the fame manner as was intended be
fore the death of the late governor. Cortes aflerted his readinefs, pro
vided that the new governor Aguilar would take upon him the refponlibility of adling contrary to the teftament of his predeceflor. The coun
cil of Mexico however inlifted that A guilar was ineligible to that high
lituation, on account of his age, infirmities, and other incapacities,
which indeed were pretty evident. They therefore recommended that
Cortes Ihould be aflociated with him, but he infilled on adhering Aridi
ty to the letter of the teftament of his predeceffor, and Cortes was allo
entirely adverfe to taking any fhare of the authority, for private rcafons,
fo that the whole weight relied on this poor hedtic old man, who was
obliged to drink goat’s milk,, and to be fuckled by a Caftillian woman
to keep him alive.
•'

I will now go to a diftance both in time and place, to relate that
which happened to us on our journey to Mexico from Naco, where
we were waiting to hear from Sandoval, who was to fend us notice of
the failing of Cortes, which, intelligence we never received, Saavedra,
I have already mentioned, malicioully fupprefling the letters with which,
he was intrufted.
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When

' - When our captain Marin and the reft of us found that we were
dilappointed, in the receipt of our expected intelligence, we determin
ed to fend a party to Truxillo to learn the truth. Accordingly ten of
the cavalry, of which I was one, fet out, and on our arrival at a place
named Olancho, we learned from fome Spaniards that Cortes had failed.
This intelligence was foon after confirmed to us in a communication we
had with Saavedra; we therefore returned to our Captain Marin with
the good news, and foon after we all fet out with joyful hearts
for Mexico. I recollect we threw ftones at the country we left be
hind us.

On our way, at a place called Maniani, we met five foldiers who
had been fent by Alvarado in fearch of us. They were commanded by
one of our veterans named Diego de Villanueva, a brave foldier. As
foon as we had recognized each other and faluted, we enquired for
his Captain Alvarado, who, he informed us was not far diftant, and
whom accordingly, after two days march farther, we fell in with.
,Our meeting took place at the town of Chalulteca Malalaca, and a third
party joined us there, compofed of captains under Pedro Arias de
Avila, who met Alvarado’s party to adjuft fome difference about
bounds. We remained here together for three days. Alvarado at this
- time fent one Gafpar Arias de Avila, a confidential friend of his to
treat with Captain Pedro Arias, about fome particular bufinefs, I be
lieve relative to a marriage; for Captain P. A. de Avila feemed much
devoted to Alvarado.

Continuing our march, we croffed a hoftile country where the
natives killed one of our foldiers, and wounded three others. The
want of time prevented our punifhing them as they deferved. Further
pn, in Guatimala, they had alfo manned the pafles againft us, and we
were detained three days in forcing our way; here 1 received a wound
of an arrow, but it was of little confequence. We then arrived at the
valley where the city of Guatimala is now built, the people of which
were

were all hoftile; I recollect that here we had a number of fhocks of an
earthquake, very long in their duration, and fo violent as to throw feveral of the foldiers to the ground.
When we palled old Guatimala, the natives had aflembled to give
us an hoftile reception, but we drove them away before us, and took
polfellion of their magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that
night, and on the enfuing day we hutted ourfelves on the plain, where
we halted for ten days; during, which time Alvarado fent fummons to
the neighbouring Indians, to come in and fubmit. We delayed here
to receive their anfwers, which none of them thought proper to fend.
We then proceeded on our journey by long marches, until we reached
the Ration of Alvarado’s main force, at Olintepeque. After halting
there for fome days we proceeded on towards Mexico, by Soconuzco,
and Teguantepeque. On this march we loR two of our Spaniards, and
the Mexican lord Juan Velafquez who had been a chief under Guatimotzin.
When we arrived at Guaxaca, we learned the news of the death
©f the governor Ponce de Leon. Anxioufly prefiing forward for. Mex- .
ico, we arrived at Chalco, from whence we fent forward meflengers to,
Cortes to inform him of our approach, and requefting that he would
provide us good quarters, which we much required,, for. it? was now
two years and three months fince wefet out?upon our expedition. As
Cortes knew of our approach, he rode out with many cavaliers to meet
us on the caufeway, and accompany us into the city.> We went on
our arrival, to the great church, to return our thinks to God. From
thence we attended the general to his palace, where he had a fumptuous entertainment provided for us. Alvarado went to his refidence in
the fortrefs, of which he had been appointed alcalde. Luis Marin
went to lodge with Sandoval, and I and another friend named Captain
Luis Sanchez, were taken by Andrez de Tapia to his houfe. Sandoval

and

and all our friends, and Cortes among the reft, fent us prefents of
neceflaries, as alfo gold and cocoa for our expences.
On the next day my friend and I, accompanied by Sandoval and
Andres de Tapia, proceeded to wait upon the governor Aguilar, who
received us with much politenefs, but declared his inability to make
any new arrangements, the whole being left to his Majefty’s arbitration ;
but that if he was authorifed, he would do every thing that lay in his
power to give us fatisfacftion. At this time arrived from the Ifland of
Cuba, Diego de Ordaz whom I have already mentioned as the circulat
or of the report of our deaths; he was feverely taxed for his impropri
ety, but moft folemnly denied it to us, averring that he had only written
an account of the unfortunate affair at Xicalonga as it really happened,
and any mifreprefentation that was made, the factor was accountable
for? and for the truth of what he afferted he referred to his letters.
Cortes had at this time too much bufinefs on his hands to embarrafs
himfelf any further with this; he therefore thought proper to drop it*
and endeavour to refcue his property, which had been difpofed of upon
the fuppofition of his death. A great part of it had been appropriated
to the expences of celebrating his funeral fervice, and to the faying maffes for his foul and ours, to give credit to the report; and thefe
perpetual mafles which had been fo purchafed out of the property of
Cortes upon the fuppofition of his death, and for the good of his foul,
were now that he was found to be alive, and no longer to be in need of
them, purchafed by one Juan de Caceres, for the benefit of his own
foul, whenever he was to die; fo that Cortes was more removed from
the re-attainment of his property than ever.
Ordas who was a wife man and one of experience in worldly affairs,
feeing that Cortes was neglecffed and had fallen in public eftimation
fince his being fuperceded by the governor Ponce de Leon, advifed him
to airtime more confequence and a more ftately appearance than his na
tural difpofition .prompted him to, in order to maintain the refpedt that
was

was due to him; but fuch was his natural plainriefs of manners, that he
never at any time liked to be called otherwife than limply, Gortes, and
truly it was a great and noble name in itfelf, and as much revered as
Csefar’s and Pompey’s in the time of the Romans, Hannibal’s among
the Carthaginians, or in our time that of Conzalo Hernandez, or the moft
valiant and ever invincible Diego Garcia de Paredes. Ordaz allo informed Cortes of the report that was circulated through Mexico, of its
being his intention to put the factor to death privately in Jail;. and he
warned him of the man being powerfully patronifed.
The treafurer Eftrada at this time married off two of his daughters;
one to Jorge de Alvarado, another to Don Luis de Guzman fon to the
Count De Caftellar. It was then fettled that Pedro de Alvarado- fhould
go to Caftille to folicit the government of Guatimala, and he in the
mean time fent his brother Jorge to that province with a force of our
allies of different nations, to reduce it. The governor alfo about that
period fent a force againft the province of Chiapa under the command
of Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman, a near relation of the duke of Me
dina Sidonia; an other to the province of Tabafco under Balthafar Oflorio, and a third againft the Zapotecan mountaineers under Alonzo, de.:
Herrera* one of our veterans..
After lingering for eight months, the governor Marcos de Aguilatr
gave up the ghoft, leaving by teftamentthe treafurer Alonzo de Eftrada
his fucceffor. At this time, the council of Mexico and . many principal
Spaniards were folicitous that Cortes fhould be affociated.with the treafurer in the government,, the latter appearing entirely incompetent at the
prefent-juncture,, more particularly for. the following reafon. Nuno
de Guzman who had-for, two years governed the province of Panuco,
was a man ofamoft furious and tyrannical difpofition, arbitrarily.extend-*
ing the bounds of his jurifditftion, and putting to death all.who. dared
to oppofe his will. Thus Pedro Gonzalez de Truxillo, a perfon of no
ble condition, afferting with truth that his diftrieft was a dependency of
Mexico*,

Mexico, the other without any ceremony ordered him to be immedi
ately hanged, which was accordingly done, contrary to all juftice. '
He alfo put many other Spaniards to death, apparently for no reafon
except to make himfelf feared, and let the authority of the governor of
Mexico at defiance. In order therefore to curb the infolence of Guz
man^ it was the wifh of many that Cortes fhould take a (hare in the
government, but he was utterly adverfe to it, knowing the difficulties,
and the dangerous power and more dangerous malignity of his enemies,
for as ufual, upon the death of Aguilar the ftory was again induftrioufly circulated, that it was owing to poifon given him by Cortes.
It was determined on the peremptory refufal of the latter, that
Sandoval who was alguazil major, fhould, a€t conjointly with the treafurer, and he was willingly accepted as an aflbciate by him. His firft
bufinefs on entering into office was, to endeavour to bring to juftice one
Ruano, who had fled from Mexico for fome crime. He fince became
a rich man, for, efcaping for the prefent, he eluded juftice altogether,
though Sandoval did his utmoft to apprehend him.

Certain perfons, the inveterate and adtive enemies of Cortes, now
perfuaded the treafurer to write to Caftille, to reprefent at court, that he
had been compelled by the influence of Cortes, to aflbciate JSandoval with
him in the government, contrary to his inclination, and to his Majes
ty’s fervice. They by the fame opportunity tranfmitted a volume of
malignant falfehoods, which they had raked up againft the general,
fuch as that he had poifoned Luis Ponce de Leon, and Marcos de Agui
lar the governors, as alfo the Adelantado Garay, and that he had en
deavoured to adminifter arfenic in cheefecakes to a number of people at
a feafL Alfo that he was plotting the fecret murders of the veedor and
fadlor in jail. All which lies were fupported by the induftry of the
contador Albornoz, who was then in Caftille. He was alfo charged
ftrongly as to the death of his firft wife,.and thefe things being thus
Urged, Cortes was in part judged unheard, an order being fent to rcleafe
the

the veedor and factor, and an officer named Don Pedro de la Cueva
commendador major of Alcantara, was ordered to go with three hun
dred foldiers, at the coft of Cortes, and in cafe of his guilt being prov
ed, to inflict the punifhment of death upon him, and diftribute his
property amongft the veteran conquerors of Mexico. This was how
ever to be done under the judgment of a royal' court of audience, to be
prefent upon the fpot for the purpofe. All thefe preparations however
ended in nothing; for neither Don Pedro de la Cueva, nor the court of
royal audience ever arrived.

The treafurer was now greatly elevated by the countenance which
he received at court, and which he attributed to his being confidered a
fon of the catholic king. He difpofed of governments at his pleafure,
fending his relation Mazariejos to make enquiry into the conduct of
Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman in Chiapa, where they fay more pil
lage and plunder took place than ought to have done. He alfo fent a
force againft the Zapotecans and Minxes under one De Barrios, laid to
be a brave foldier, and who had ferved in Italy. I do not mean Barrios
of Seville, the brother-in-law of Cortes. This officer marched againft
them with a hundred foldiers, but the natives furprifed him one
night, and killed him with feven more of the party. Such was the
difference between us the veteran conquerors, and thefe raw half formed
foldiers, who did not know the arts and ftratagems of the enemy. T^he
governor alfo fent a hundred of the new foldiers, under the command
of a particular friend named jFiguero, to the province of Guaxaca. On
his route by the Zapotecans, Figuero fell in with a captain left in com
mand there by Marcos de Aguilar, named Alonzo Herrera, and fome
difpute arifing between them, fwords were drawn, Herrera wounding
Figuero, and three other foldiers who were with him. Figuero find
ing himfelf not able to go into the field, and his foldiers not being fit
for expeditions in the mountains, thought proper to fearch for and
break open the fepulchres, in which the ancient chiefs of thofe coun
tries were interred, to make prize of the gold, which according to
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cuftom was buried with them. In this manner he collected to the
value of above one hundred thoufand crowns, and with this wealth,
which was increafed by prefents, he fet off for Mexico, leaving the
provinces in a worfe ftate than he found them. From Mexico he went
to Vera Cruz, and embarking for Caftille, the veflel in which he failed
was loft in a gale of wind, and he and all his wealth went to the bot
tom The bufinefs of fubjefting thefe Indians was finally left to us, the
conquerors of Guacacualco, who at length brought them to peace, for
their cuftom was to fubmit during the fummer, and to break into rebel
lion as foon as the torrents made their country inacceflible. I was on
three expeditions againft them. The town of St. Alfonfo is now built
there, to keep them in fubjeftion.

When the governor heard how his friend had been maltreated by
Figuero, he fent the officers of juftice to apprehend him; he however
cfcaped to the rocks and woods, but they took a foldier who ufed to
accompany him, and brought him prifoner to Mexico, where, without
a hearing, the governor ordered his right hand to be ftruck off. His
name was Cortejo, and by birth he was a gentleman.

A fervant of Sandoval allo at this time wounded a fervant of the
treafurer, in a quarrel. The treafurer had him arrefted, and command
ed his- right hand to be cut off. Cortes and Sandoval were at this time
at a place called Quernavaca, partly from motives -of prudence. On
hearing of this infult they pofted off-to Mexico, and it is -laid that Cor
tes ufed fuch expreflions to ‘the treafurer upon the fubjedt, as to put the
latter in fear of-his life. He called his friends about him to form a
guard for his perfon, and immediately releafed the veedor and facftor
from jail. By their advice the governor was then induced to iflue an
order, for -the inftant expulfion of Cortes from Mexico. This being
reprefented to Cortes, he declared his readinefs to obey, fince it was the
will of God, (that he who had gained that city, at the expence of his
heft blood, -by day and by night, fhould be banifhed from it, by the
hafe
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bafe and unworthy: and that he would fet out immediately, and de
mand juftice from his Majefty.
Inftantly therefore quitting the city, he went to one of his country
refidences at Cuyoacan, from whence in a few days he proceeded to
wards the coaft. At this time the lady of the treasurer, a perfon well
worthy of memory for her many virtues, feeing the dangerous confequences likely to refult from his. abfurd and arbitrary conduct, expoftulated with him on it, reminding him of the many favours he had re
ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he had repaid him, and
the many friends that Cortes had. Thefe reprefentations are faid to have
operated on the mind of the treafurer, fo as to caufe fincere repentance
of the fteps that he had taken.

At this time arrived in New Spain Fray Julian Garrios, firft bifhop
of Tlafcala, and who in honour to our lord the moft chriftian Emperor
was named Carolenfe. When this reverend prelate heard of the pro
ceedings of the governor againft Cortes, he was highly difpleafed with
them, and two days after his arrival in Mexico where he was received
with great pomp, at the requeft of the governor, he undertook to me
diate betwixt them. Many of thefe feditious perfons fuch as there are
in all focieties, knowing the diffatisfadtion of Cortes, offered him their
fervices if he would fet himfelf up as an independent monarch, in New
Spain. Thefe people he immediately arrefted, threatening to put them
to death, and he wrote diredtly to the bifhop of Tlafcala, to inform
him of the treafon. He had alfo received fimilar offers from Mexico,
which he treated in the fame manner. The reports of what was going
on however, fo terrified the veedor and factor, who did not know to
what extent Cortes might be induced to go, that they became implant
in their felicitations to the governor to accelerate the departure of the.
bifhop of Tlafcala. This prelate having waited upon Cortes, and found
every part of his conduct perfectly to his fatisfadlion, wrote back to
Mexico to inform the government there of the refult of his obfervations ^
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the unalterable determination of Cortes to go to Old Spain, and a fevere
cenfure from himfelf, upon the mifcondudt of thofe who had been the
caufe of his quitting Mexico. I do not know whether Cortes returned
to that city in order to arrange his private concerns, but he appointed
feveral agents for that purpofe, the principal of whom was the licenti
ate Altamirano. He brought with him from Mexico many curiofities
of the country for his Majefly, fuch as various kinds of birds unknown
in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of ambergris and indurated balfam,
and another kind that refembled oil, four Indians expert at playing the
flick with their feet, other Indian dancers who had a manner of appear
ing as if they flew in the air, three humpbacked dwarfs of extraordinary
deformity, and alfo fome male and female Indians whofe fkins were
remarkable for their whitenefs, and who have a natural defeat of vifion.
He was alfo attended by feveral young chiefs of the Tlafcalan and Mex
ican nations, whom he confented to take to Europe with him, at their
own. requefls. |
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IX.

Cortes goes to Europe; is created Marquis of the Valley of Guaxaca.
Account of various tranfactions and occurrences
in Old and New Spain. Death and character of the Mar-

CZ>ORTES now received letters from the prefident of the Indies, the

Duke of Bejar, and feveral other of his friends, informing him of the
neceffity of his appearance in Caftille, to do away the malignant accufations of his enemies. Others alfo informed him of the death of his father
Martin Cortes. Having performed the funeral obfequies to his father,
he ordered two (hips to be purchafed, which he ftored with fuch quan
tities of provifions of every kind, that the overplus when he arrived in
Spain, would have fufficed for a two years voyage..
For making thefe preparations he employed his major domo who
was named Efquiyal. This, officer croffing the lake of Mexico to Ayoteingo in a large canoe with fix Indian rowers and one Negro, and hav
ing fome ingots of gold in his pofleffion, was way-laid and murdered,
fomewhere on the lake. The manner of his death never was known-,
neither canoe, Indians,, or Negro, ever being traced. The body of
Efquival was found four days after in a fmall ifland, half eaten by birds
of prey. There were many fufpicions entertained about this affair; the
man was faid to be a great boafter of the favours he received from the
ladies. There were alfo other bad (lories told of him, which gave rife
to fufpicions of fuch a nature as I cannot relate; no great enquiry was
made

made as to his death, God pardon him his fins! Cortes appointed other
officers to complete the .preparations for his voyage. He offered by pro
clamation a,free paflage to all fuch Spaniards as obtained a permiffion
from the government to go to Caftille, and a fupply of provifions to
them on the voyage.

All things being ready, and having confeflfed and comulgated, he
embarked in company with Sandoval, Tapia, and other cavaliers, and
after a voyage of forty one days arrived in Europe, difembarking near
the town of Palos; as foon as he fet his foot on fhore he fell on his
knees, to return thanks to God for his mercies. His arrival in Old
Spain was in the month of December in the year one thoufand five hun
dred and twenty /even. To good fortune fucceeded grief, by the death
of the brave Captain Sandoval, after a lingering ficknefs, at his lodg
ings in the houfe of a rope maker at Palos, who, in his prefence, rob
bed him of thirteen bars of gold. This rogue perceiving his weak fituation, lent his fervants on a pretended meflage from Sandoval to Cortes,
who was then at Nueftra Senora de la Ravida, and having the houfe to
himfelf, went into Sandoval*s room, and breaking open his chert, took
out the gold, while our poor friend lay in bed unable to refift him, and
apprehenfive, if he made any outcry, that the fellow would fmother
him in the bedclothes. As foon as he had got the gold he made his
efcape with it into Portugal, where he could not be purfued. Cortes
fhortly after arrived, and was informed of -what had happened, but
purfuit was too late. Sandoval then grew worfe every hour, and the
phyficians recommended confertion; which being done, and having
received the holy facrament, in a fhort time after he gave up the ghoft,
but not before he had made a will, whereby he left his property to a
lifter who afterwards married a natural fon of the Count de Medelin.
Sandoval died univerfally regretted. His funeral was attended by a great
train of mourners, among whom was Cortes. God pardon him his
fins! amen.

Cortes

c

Cortes fent an exprefs to his Majefty, and alfo to his patrons at
court, informing them of his arrival, and alfo of the death of his friend
Sandoval, whofe merits and fervices were known to his Majefty, and
for whofe lofs he was pleafed to exprefs great regret. The Puke of
Bejar and the Count of Aguilar, on receiving the intelligence, waited
on his Majefty, but found him in pofleffion of it by the letter of Cortes.
His Majefty feemed to have at prefent a .conviction of that officer’s loy
alty, for which his friend the Duke of Bejar had been three times obli
ged to engage his life, for he was pleafed to order that in all the cities
and towns through which Cortes pafled, he fhould be received with
the higheft honour.

When he arrived at Seville he was entertained there by the Duke
of Medina Sidonia, who made him a prefent of feveral beautiful horfes.
From thence he proceeded., to attend the nine days devotions to our Lady
of Guadeloupe. Donna Maria, wife of the commendador Don Francifco de los Cobos, with many other ladies of great rank arrived at the
fame time. As foon as Cortes had paid his devotions, given charity to
the poor, and ordered mafs to be faid, he went attended by all his re
tinue of cavaliers to pay his refpedts to Donna Maria, the beautiful lady
her fifter, and the many others of diftinguifhed rank whowere in hear
company. Here Cortes had an opportunity of exhibiting that politenefs, gallantry, and generofity,. in which he furpaffed all men. He
made prefents of golden ornaments of great yalue, to all, but more es
pecially to Donna Maria and her fifter; and to each lady he gave a pen
ache of green feathers^ rjchly ornamented with gold. He then produ
ced his Indian dancers who threw the ftick from one foot to another.,
to the ajfonifhment of the fpeclators, and in addition to .all this, under
standing that one of the mules belonging to the fifter of Donna Maria
was unable to travel, he caufed to be purchafed for her two of the fineft
that could be procured for money. He alfo waited the departure of thole
ladies for the court, attending them upon the journey and providing
magnificent entertainments for them, the honours ©f which he did
with

with a grace peculiar to himfelf, infomuch that Donna Maria de Men
doza began to entertain thoughts of an alliance between her filter and
Cortes. However in marriages as in other cafes it is the hand of God
which leads us, and therefore no more need be faid upon the fubjedt.
Donna Maria was fo taken with the politenefs and generofity of Cortes,
that fhe wrote to the commendador of Leon faying, that the fame of
Cortes and his heroic actions was far fhort of the judgment which mull
be formed of him, by thofe who had the good fortune of his acquain
tance, and brought over her hufband Completely to his intereft.

When our general arrived at court, his Majefty was pleafed to
appoint the apartments to receive him, and his friends came out in a
body to meet him on the road. * On the enfuing day he went by permiflion to throw himfelf at his Majefty’s feet^ being attended by the
Duke of Bejar, the admiral of the Indies, and the commendador of
Leon. His Majefty commanded him to rile, and Cortes, after a fhort
enumeration of his fervices; and vindication of his conduct from the
afperfions of his enemies, prefented a memorial wherein the whole was
fully detailed. His Majefty having received it, commanded him to
rife, and immediately honoured him with the title of Marquis del Valle,
and the order of St. Jago. He alfo gave him an eftate to maintain his
new dignity, and confirmed him captain general of New Spain and of
the fouth feas. Cortes, thus loaded with honours, retired from the
royal prefence to receive in a few days a ftill greater than all. Shortly
after his arrival in Toledo he fell dangeroufly ill; when the Emperor
heard it, he did him the honour of paying him a vifit in perfon. He
however recovered in a fhort time, and the particular favour of his
Majefty encouraged him to affuriie a rank and character equal to hrs
high title. One funday that his Majefty was at mafs in the cathedral,
and feated according to cuftom with his nobility each in his proper ftation, Cortes, defignedly as it is faid, came there late, and after all were
feated; and pafling before the whole of them, took his place next to

the Count de Nafao, who was neareft to the Emperor. This gave
great offence to many though others faid it was by the Emperor’s defire.
Indeed Cortes began to feel his elevation fo much, that it made him
not hold fome of his former patrons in the eftimation he ought,
all his attention being beftowed on the Duke of Bejar, the Count de
Nafao, and the admiral. Thinking that now the ball was at his foot
with the fupport of fuch great men, he applied to the Emperor for the
government of New Spain; this requeft, though fupported by his
patrons, did not fucceed, his Majefty thinking he had done fufficiently and that fome of his attention was due to thofe conquerors, by
whofe afliftance he had gained that country. From this time Cortes
did not feem fo much in favour as before.
His Majefty was then proceeding on his journey to Flanders. After
his departure, the marriage took place between the Marquis del Valle,
and Donna Juana de Zuniga, on which occafion he prefented his lady
with the moft magnificent jewels that ever had been in Caftille. Her
Majefty Queen Ifabella, from the account given by the lapidaries, ex
prefled a wifh to have fome, which Cortes accordingly prefented her
with, but it is faid that they were not fo fine or fo valuable as thofe
which he gave to his lady.

I will now relate fome other circumftances, fuch as I have heard
concerning him while he refided in Caftille. One was, that Queen
Ifabella was not his friend on account of the appearances of ingratitude
in his conduct to his patrons, and alfo in confequence of the inferiority
of the prefents which he made her. However fhe ordered in the Em
peror’s abfence, that he fhould have every fupport from the council of
the Indies.. Cortes at this time obtained permiflion to fit out two fhips
on a voyage of difcoVery to the fouth feas, with a condition that he
fhould enjoy certain rights and revenues from whatever lands were acqui
red to the crown of Spain. Don Pedro de la Cueva was at this time at
court; this was the officer who was to have gone to Mexico to try, and
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if found guilty, to execute Cortes. They were now on the moil ami
cable and intimate footing. Don Pedro told him that even his innocence
would have been fufficiently expenfive to him, as the cofts of the expe
dition, which he muft have paid, amounted to upwards of three hun
dred thoufand crowns. All thofe, and other particulars we received an
account of in private letters, as well from the Marquis del Valle, as from
other perfons. He now lent a gentleman to Rome, to kifs the feet of
his Holinefs Pope Clement, and with a rich prefent of gold, filver, and
jewels. He alfo fent fome of the Indians who played with the flick,
and a full memorial of all circumftances concerning the newly difcovered
country. He alfo took this opportunity to fupplicate for a partial remifiion of the tithes of New Spain.
f

This gentleman, Juan de Herrada, was a brave foldier, who at
tended Cortes in his expedition to Honduras. After he returned from
Europe he went to Peru, where Don Diego de Almagro left him in the
office of governor to his fon. He was highly in the confidence of this
family, and ferved as Maeftre de Campo to the young Almagro; he
was alfo captain of the party which killed Don Francifco Pizarro the
elder.
His Holinefs on the receipt of the letters returned thanks to God
for the opportunity of making fo many thoufand converts to the holy
faith. He alfo praifed the fervices rendered by us, to the church and
our monarch, and fent us bulls of indulgence from penalties of our fins,
with others for churches and hofpitals. In regard to the tithes, I do
not know what was done. The Indians were brought to dance before
his Holinefs and the cardinals, who exprelfed their high fatisfadiion at
their performances. After Herrada had concluded his bufinefs at Rome,
he’returned with a liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him
the title and rank of count palatine, and wrote by him, ’ftrongly requefting for him a grant of a confiderable plantation in New Spain, which
he never received, and in confequence went to Peru.
While

While Cortes was in Caftille, the members of the royal court of
audience arrived in Mexico. Nuno, de Guzman formerly governor of
Panuco was the prefident. The Oydors were, four licentiates, by namg
Matienzo, Delgadillo, Maldonado, (I do not mean Alonzo Maldonado
the good who was governor of Guatimala) and Parada. Thefe magiftraces from their firft arrival (hewed a determination to do j uftice. They
were armed with greater powers than any officers ever fent by his
Majefty to New Spain. They were alfo intruded with the manage
ment of the final partition of landed property, wherein his Majefty had
particularly charged them to take care of the interefts of the conquerors.
On their arrival, they iffued a proclamation, requiring the attendance
of an agent from each fettlement, with memorials and returns of the
feveral diftricSts. The agents all arrived in the courfe of a few days. I
was then in Mexico on my office of procurador findico of the town of
Guacacualco; I pofted off to the laft mentioned place, in order to at
tend at the election of the agents, about which there was a violent conteft but plurality of voices decided it in favour of Captain Luis Marin
and myfelf. When we arrived at Mexico we found that two of the
oydors were dead of pleurifies, and that the fadtor Salazar had acquired
fo complete an afcendency over the others, that they did nothing but as
he advifed them. It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico
the death of the two oydors would have been certainly laid to his
charge.

The agents now called loudly for a final repartition; but the fatftor
had perfuaded the prefident and oydors, not to agree to that which
would be a diminution of their influence, by taking fo much patronage
out of their hands. It was alfo fettled, that Salazar ihould go to Europe
to folicjt the government of New Spain for the prefident Guzman. He
actually failed, but being overtaken by a ftorm was (hipwrecked on the
coaft near Guacacualco, from whence ,he returned to Mexico. The
treafurer Eftrada died in a fhort time after his being fuperfeded, which
he was more by his own tamenefs than from any right they could prove
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from his Majefly*s orders, for they were, that he fhould govern folely;
nor was any thing faid of aflbciating Guzman with him; whereas the
latter ufurped the government to himfelf entirely, from the time he was
appointed prefident of the court. He was much regretted by all, hav
ing conducted himfelf in fuch a manner as to give univerfal fatis faction,
nor would he have wanted fupport if he had infilled on maintaining
his office.

A commiffion was appointed at Guatimala, where Jorge de Alva
rado was eflablifhed, but I do not know the refult of it.
In Mexico they proceeded with great feverity againft the Marquis
del Valle. The factor efpecially took the opportunity to revile and
flander him in the grofleft manner, and fouleft expreffions. The Mar
quis’s friend the licentiate Altamarano remonftrated with the court upon
thefe indecencies, but to no good effect, for the factor, countenanced
by Guzman and the reft, became more abufive than before. The court
was thereby thrown into confufion; for Altamirano was at laft fo pro
voked as to draw his poniard, and would have put the factor to death
had it not been for the interference of thofe prefent. Altimirano was
carried to the fortrefs, the other was fent to his houfe, and the whole
city was in an uproar. The licentiate, upon our fupplication, was at
the end of three days releafed from confinement, and the prefent matter
was made up; but a greater ftorm fucceeded, for at this time there arri
ved in Mexico one Zavalos, a relation of the Captain Pamfillo de
Narvaez, who had been fent by the wife of the latter in queft of her
hufband, who had gone as governor to the river of Palmas, and was
luppofed to have been loft or dead. When Zavalos arrived in Mexico,
inftigated as is fuppofed by the members of the court, he lodged inform
ations againft all the foldiers of Cortes who had been concerned in the
attack upon Narvaez. Of courfe nearly the whole of us who were in
the city, and myfelf amongft the reft, amounting in all to about two
hundred and fifty, were apprehended, brought to trial, and convicted.

Wc

We were fentenced to pay a fine of a certain quantity of gold, and to be
banifhed to the diftance of five leagues from Mexico. However the
fentence was but flightly enforced, the banifhment being remitted and
very few paying the fine.

The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a new ground of
attack againft him, which was, that he had embezzled the treafure of
Montezuma and Guatimotzin, and that he was anfwerable to the foldiers, not only for that which he had appropriated to his own ufe, but
alfo for that which he had fent to Europe as a prefent to his Majefty,
and which had been captured by the corfair Juan Florin. A long ca
talogue of other demands followed, every one of which he was con
demned upon, and his property fold for the payment. One Juan Xuares his brother-in-law was alfo at this time brought forward, to demand
juftice in open court for the murder of his'lifter Donna Catalina, offer
ing to produce witneffes of the manner of her death. Many of us the
friends of the Marquis, feeing the attacks that were made againft him,
met by appointment and under the licence of an alcalde, at the houfe of
one Garcia Holguin, where we entered into a refolution to renounce all
claim to the treafure; but when the oydors heard our bufinefs, they
ordered us all to be arrefted, as they alleged, for meeting without permiflion. We produced to them the. licence which we had obtained
for the purpofe, but they, to keep up appearances, banifhed us to, the.
diftance of five leagues from Mexico. We were however allowed to re
turn; though we ftill thought ourfelves hardly treated enough.
New matter for confufion was now brought forward; a proclama-,
lion was iffbed that all perfons of Indian defcent, or of that of Moors,
who had been burned or * enfanbenited. by the holy inquifition,. as far as
the fourth degree from their anceftors who had. thus fuffered, fhould
quit New Spain within four months from the date thereof, on, pain of
lofing one half of their properties. It was moft wonderful to fee. what
hofts of accufers and informers ftarted up at once on this occafion, and.,
what* San Benito; a drefs put on criminals.

(

46a

)

what Handers and infamies were brought forward.
the expulfion of two individuals.

At laft it ended in

The court was generous in fulfilling his Majefty’s commands, in
regard to the old conquerors, who were all well provided for; the great- '
eft error it committed was, the exceflive licenfe given to the branding
Haves. So many were made in the province of P&nuco that it became
almoft depopulated. The prefident Guzman, who was of a noble and
liberal difpofition, made a new year’s gift of a whole diftriCt named
Guazpaltepeque, to Albornoz who was newly returned from Spain.
He brought with him his Majefty’s patent, under which he ereCted
fome fugar works in Cempoal, which went to ruin after a few years.
The oydor Delgadillo was cenfured on account of his free gifts, for it
Was noticed that fome rent was referved to himfelf in them, and the
conlequent extortions and oppreflions of thofe he patronifed were exceffive. The conduit of Guzman was equally reprehenfible; as to the
other oydor, Matienzo, he was fuperannuated. The abufes of this court
came at length to fuch an excefs, that it was thought proper by the
higher powers in Europe, completely to fupercede it, and fubftitute
one compofed of perfons of more difcretion. Old Matienzo who was
the leaft objectionable, was fent to Panuco to enquire into and remedy
the abufes which had been committed there.
This officer ordered
accounts or lifts of the Haves to be drawn out, to prevent them
from being arbitrarily tranfported from one province to another, and he
revoked the grants which the prefident and the other oydor had made
to their friends and clients, bellowing the plantations upon thofe per
lons who were pointed out by his Majefty’s inftruCtions. Every one
then who'had acquired the plantations which the} were to deliver up,
infilled that they had been granted as a reward of former merits, the
proofs of which they endeavoured to adduce, and utterly difclaimed all
patronage or protection from the prefident and oydor. The confufion '
was extreme. However many if not almoft all fucceeded in keeping
what
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what they had got, the only perfons deprived being Albornoz of his
new year’s gift, one Villaroel, and Villegas.
nK *xc*A
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As foon as the members of the court heard that they were to be
luperceded, they refolved tp difpatch agents to Caftille with plenty of
witneffes, fuch as were fit and well prepared for their purpofe, to vouch
for the propriety of their conduct. It was determined to proceed to the
election of the agents who were to be lent on this occafion, and for this
purpofe all the veteran conquerors, with many other perfons of confeder
ation, met in the great church, where the perfon was to be chofen by
vote. Guzman and the oydors recommended the factor Salazar, and
although they had committed fome improprieties, yet as they had in
the main ailed fo well by us in the diftribution of property, we were
all well inclined to vote for the perfon recommended by them, and
which they expected us to do. When we had all aflembled for the
purpofe in the great church, there was fuch a noife and outcry fet up
by perfons who had no bufinefs there, but had crouded in, that it was
hardly poflible to proceed to the election. It was ordered that all who
had not been fummoned fhould quit the place, but it was to no effed;
they would not go, and at laft the queftion was obliged to be put to the
whole. Since thofe who had no bufinefs there would neither quit the
place nor be filent, it may be judged what kind of an election it was..
When we perceived how matters were going, it was agreed: amongft
us to adjourn until the following day, at the houfe of the, prefident of
the council, and none were fummoned but perfons of one way of think
ing. Of cou.rfe it was amicably decided. In confequence of an adjuftment, two agents were to be chofen, one, Anthonio; de Carvajal, on
the part of the oydors, and another, Bernardino Vafqucz de Tapia, on
that of Cortes. However it appeared to. me that both were equally de
voted to. the views of the prefident; and it was natural enough, for
the latter ‘had rendered much more fervice to our intereft in his fhort
time, than Cortes had done during the long period of his power. But
fuch is the natural loyalty ofthe Spaniards, that we weremore attached

to Cortes, from his having been our captain, than he was to our interefts, although he had his Majefty’s orders to attend to them. Of this
a proof now occurred, for the prefident and oydors intriguecf for dnt!ap^
plication to be made to his Majefty, in manner of a petition, againft
the appointment-or return of Cortes to New Spain, at any future time.
The grounds upon which they moved it were, the dangers that would
occur from public difturbances and factions, which might end in the
lofs of the country. This we oppofed with all our might, and Alva
rado, being at this time arrived in Mexico with the office of governor
and adelantado of Guatimala, and a commandery of St. Jago, it was
agreed between him and the friends of Cortes, to lay before his Majefty
a ftatement of the whole affair, with the views of the members of the
council; and it hereby appearing to the fupreme court of the Indies,
that all thele meafures were guided by paffion and intereft, it confirmed
the original determination to fupercede Guzman and the oydors. The
prefence of Cortes in Spain alfo at this period was highly favourable
to his interefts, and he now was rapidly proceeding to the pinnacle of
his fortune.
When Nuno de Guzman had received certain intelligence from
Old Spain of his being fuperceded, he determined to go upon an expe
dition to the province of Xalifco, now called New Gallicia. For this
purpofe he collected the greateft force that he was able in Mexico, partly
of volunteers, and partly of fuch as he compelled to join him by the
weight of power of which he was not yet deprived. Thofe who did
not ferve perfonally he compelled to find, or pay for fubftitutes, and
thofe who had horfes were obliged to give them for half their value.
He brought with him a number of Mexicans as foldiers, or to convey
his baggage, and cruelly opprefled the provinces through which he
pafled. In Mechoacan he obtained a great quantity of gold, which
the inhabitants had collected and amafled for ages paft; it was much
lowered in value by a mixture of filver. The unfortunate chief of the
province, not being able to gratify his avarice to its full extent, he firft
cf >
commanded
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commanded him to-be put to the torture by burning his feet, and after
wards upon fome trifling and falfe allegations caufed him to be hanged,
which was one of the wickedeft and cruelleft actions ever committed
by an officer, and as fuch it was confidered by every Spaniard in his
army. He brought from this province alfo a number of natives loaded
with booty, to the city of Compoftello, which he founded at a heavy
expence to his Majefty and the inhabitants of Mexico. Here Guzman
remained until his arreft.

As I have before related, in confequence of the injuftice pradtifed
by the former court of audience, his Majefty was pleafed to fupprefs it
and cancel all its grants. He alfo appointed a new one, compofed of
wife and upright members, whereof D. Sebaftian Ramirez de Villaefcala bifhop of St. Domingo was prefident, and the licentiates Maldo
nado de Salamanca, Zainos de Toro, Vafco de Quiroga de Madrigal
afterwards bifhop of Mechoacan, and Solomon de Madrid wereoydors.
Thel'e officers being arrived, the court opened its fittings, which was
notified by a proclamation, in confequence whereof there aflembled fuch
crouds of complainants, from city, towns, and country, ofalldefcriptions, fettlers, agents, and native chiefs, alledging a<fts of partiality
and oppreffion againft the former court,' and demanding juftice, that
the members were quite aftonifhed. ' The demands of the agents of
Cortes for what had been unjuftly alienated from him, if they had
been all to be now repaid, would have amounted to above two hundred
thoufand crowns*. Nuno de Guzman being abfent, the whole blame
was laid upon him by the other members of the old court, who alledged
that they were compelled to a6t as he thought proper to order them.
He was accordingly fummoned to appear, which he did not think pro
per to do, and in the preient circumftances it was judged moft expedi
ent to refer the affair to the fupreme court in Europe: which being
done, a civil officer named Torre, ’ a licentiate and native of Badajos,
was lent with full power, to the province of Xalifco, and with orders
to tranfmit Guzman to Mexico and commit him to the common goal.

Ooq
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He had alfo a commiflion to indemnify us in the cofts which we had
been fined upon the affair of Narvaez, and thofe at the time that we
were arrefted, as I have already related. But I will now . take leave for
the prefent of the licentiate Torre, and return to the affairs of the
court.

The properties of Delgadillo and Matienzo were fold to pay the
damages of thofe who had gained their caufes againft them, and their
perfons were imprifoned for the deficiency. A brother of Delgadillo
who was alcalde major in Guaxaca, was fined and imprifoned for the
fame reafon; he died in jail, as did another who was alcalde amongft
the Zapotecans, and certainly the new judges were fo wife and juft,
that they confidered nothing but what was in compliance with the will
of God and his Majefty. They alfo (hewed a laudable anxiety for the
converfion of the Indians to our hply faith, and immediately prohibited
the branding them for flaves, and made many other good regulations.
After four years thus employed, the oydors Solomon and Zaynos peti
tioned for leave to retire, being both of an advanced age, and very
wealthy,; and his Majefty in confideration of their eminent fervices,
was pleafed to grant their requeft. The prefident alfo, by command of
his Majefty, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the affairs of
this country. He was then bifhop of St. Domingo, but was advanced
in fucceflion through the fees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenca, with fuch
celerity, that the bulls had hardly a-day’s interval between them. He
was alfo prefident of the royal chancery of Valladolid, dnd while in poffeffion of thefe honours he was feized by death, and placed in glory
among the virtuous, according to the promife of our holy faith, for he
was a true and upright judge. He had been before his promotion to a
bifhopric,inquifitor in Seville. The good-conduct of the oydor Mal
donado was rewarded with the government of the provinces of Guati
mala, Honduras; and Viragua, and with the title of adelantado of
Yucatan, and the oydor Quiroga obtained the bifhopric of Mechoacan.
Such were the rewards of the good judges! Delgadillo and Matienzo
returned

returned to Caftille in poverty, where, as I have heard, they died in
the courfe of two or three years.
4 hri£
■ oUii -mid
\iAt this time his Majefty was pleafed to appoint to the vice-royalty
of New Spain; the moft illuftrious and worthy cavalier of praife worthy
memory, D. Anthonio de Mendoza brother to the Marquis of Mon
tejar. There alfo came as oydors the doctor Quefada, the licentiate
Tejada de Logrono, and the licentiate Loayfa native of Cuidad Real;
he was an old man, and ftayed three or four years in Mexico; and du
ring that time having collected a good fum of money, he took his leave
of the country at the expiration pf it, and returned to his home. There
was alfo another licentiate who came out as oydor, who was named
Santillana; but the licentiate Maldonado had not then vacated his office.
All were excellent magiftrates. As foon as they had opened the court,
free enquiry was proclaimed into the conduct of their predecellors, which
was found to be in every refpcCt conformable to juftice.
The Viceroy, on his arrival, knowing that the licentiate Torre was
fent out with orders to arreft Nuno de Guzman, to fave Guzman from
that infult fent to him to come to Mexico, which he having complied
with, the Viceroy affigned him apartments in his palace, and treated
him with much politenefs. Juft about this time Torre arrived with
his Majefty’s orders to arreft Guzman, but with directions to commu
nicate them to the Viceroy. It feems that the licentiate did not find the
fupport to his ftrong meafures that he expeCted, and this exafperating
his natural violence, he in confequence went to the Viceroy’s palace, and
there furioufly feized, and dragged Guzman to the common jail, faying
he did it by his Majefty’s order, and that he cared for nothing further.
Here Guzman remained for feveral days, and was at laft releafed on the
interceffion of the Viceroy. It was well known that Torre had ftrong
powers given to him to a Ct difcretionarily in regard to Guzman.
;

This licentiate was much addicted to card playing, although he
Ooo 2
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did not game deeply, playing only at triumpho and primero for paftime.
His propenfity being however well known, fome friend of Guzman’s
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into ridicule, and the
method which was taken to do it was as follows. The civilians at
that time wore gowns with loofe hanging fleeves, into one of which
fomebody malicioufly put a pack of cards, and contrived it in fuch a
manner, that as Torre was walking acrofs the crouded fquare of Mexico,
in company with feveral perfons of quality, a dexterous twitch being
given, the cards began to drop from his fleeve, leaving a long trail of
them after him as he went on. Thofe who faw it laughed and called
the attention of others to the cards coming out of the licentiate’s fleeve;
but when he found out what the joke was, and that he was the fubjedt
of it, being naturally choleric, it enraged him exceedingly, and he
went off faying he faw clearly it was their intention to prevent his do
ing juftice, but he would, though he died for it; and that his Majefty
fhould know the indignity that had been offered to his officer. Either
from vexation, or a calenture natural to the climate, with which he was
feized juft after this/ he died in the courfe of a few days, whereby
the affair of Guzman, luckily for him, was refpited for the prefent.
Cortes having now been a long time in Caftille, married to the
niece of the Duke of Bejar, advanced to the rank of marquis, captain ge
neral of New Spain, and admiral of the South Seas, became anxious to
return to his eftates in this country. He now embarked from Old Spain
with his family and twelve reverend fathers of the order of mercy, and
after a profperous voyage arrived at the port of Vera Cruz, where he
did not experience the kind of reception he formerly met with. From
thence he proceeded to Mexico, to prefent his patents to the Viceroy,
and enter upon his offices. He alfo at this time made application upon
a particular point relative to his Majefty’s grant of lands and towns.
Thjs point, which I do not well underftand, I muft leave to better
judges. The grant ran thus; mentioning the diftridt, it enumerated
t&p. inhabitants, by the word “vecinos,” or neighbours r confidered to
belong

belong to it, and who were to be his tributaries. Cortes underftood
that the head of the family only was coniidered as the vaflal or “ vecino,”
or that one only fhould be counted for each houfe, but the oydor, doctor
Quezada who was fent to allot his diflridt, infilled that every male
adult, mafler or head of family, fon, fervant, or flave, was to be counted
in the number, and as there^were frequently twelve or fifteen of thofe
to one houfe, the Marquis was* much difappointed, and feveral lawfuits
enfued. The matter was reported to his Majefly, but continued in
fufpence for feveral years, during which time the Marquis received his
full rents, without any moleflation. He retired to a place upon his
eflate named Quernavaca, where he eflablifhed his refidence, never,
returning to Mexico.

While Marcos de Aguilar had the government of New Spain, the.
Marquis del Valle fitted out four fhips at Zacatula. They were well
provided, loaded with various articles of merchandize, and commanded
by Alvarado de Saavedra, who with two hundred’and* fifty, foldiers took
his courfe for the Molucca and Spice Iflands, and China;. This was by
his Majefly’s command, as I can teflify, the royal letters having, been
fhown to me and many others. He was further ordered to caufe fearch
to be made during the courfe of his voyage, for a fquadron which had
failed from Caflille for Chinas under the command of Don Garcia de
Loayfa, commander of St. John of Rhodes. At the.time that Saave
dra was. preparing for his expedition, a veflel arrived belonging to this
fleet, from the pilot and'crew of which Saavedra,acquired all the infor
mation he wanted, and taking one pilot and two failors from this veflel
with him, he fet fail.in December, of one thoufand five hundred and
twenty feven or twenty eight, and fuflained. many misfortunes, hardfhips, and lofles, in the way to.the. Molucca Iflands. Ldoaiot know the
particulars, but in three years afterwards I met with a failor who had
been on board this fleet,, and who told me. many flrange and furprifing
things of the cities and nations he had feen,. during his voyage. Thefe
are the. countries to. which they are now fending expeditions from ,
Mexico.
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Mexico. I alfo heard that the Portugueze had made prifoner Saavedra
or fome of his people, and brought them to Caftille.

In the month of May, one thoufand five hundred and thirty two,
the Marquis del Valle fent two (hips from the port of Acapulco, to
make difcoveries in the South Seas. They were commanded by a cap
tain named Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, who, without going far to
fea, or doing any thing worthy of relating, had the misfortune of a
mutiny among the troops, in confequence whereof, one fhip, of which
the mutineers took pofleflion, as is faid, but very improbably, by the
approbation of Hurtado himfelf, returned to New Spain, to the great
difappointment of Cortes. As for Hurtado, neither he nor his veflel
were ever more heard of.
,

After this, Cortes fent off two other veffels, one of which was
commanded by a gentleman named Diego Bezerra de Mendoza; he was
of the Bezerras of Badajos or Merida; the other was commanded by
one Hernando de Grijalva.. The principal pilot was one Ximenes, a
Bifcayan, and a great cofmographer. The orders from the Marquis
were, firft to go in fearch of Hurtado, and in cafe of not finding him,
to go upon a voyage of difcovery of new iflands, efpecially thofe which
were reported to be rich in pearls. The Bifcayan pilot, before they
failed, was always telling the others how he would bring them to coun
tries where they fhould all make their fortunes. Many were weak
enough to believe him. The firft night after they left the port of G;uantepeque, a gale of wind rofe and feparated the veflels, which never
afterwards joined company, Grijalva not choofing to be under the com
mand of Bezerra, who was very haughty. He had alfo another motive,
in wifhing to keep the merit of any difcoveries he fhould make, to him
felf. After failing two hundred leagues, he came to an ifland which
was uninhabited, and which he named Santo Tome. Bezerro and his
pilot Ximines had a quarrel upon their voyage, and the former having
made himfelf very odious by his domineering difpofition, the pilot
formed

formed a plot for the affaffination of him and feveral more, which he
put in execution one night as the captain and the others were flceping.
The fanguinary views of the confpirators went milch farther, but the
interceffion of two Francifcan friars faved the lives of many who were
already bleeding from their treachery, but whom, together with the
friars, they determined to land in Xalifco. Ximines taking the com
mand upon the death of Bezerra, and continuing his route, difeovered
an ifland to which he gave the name of Santa Cruz. It was laid that
pearls were found on its coails. It was inhabited by favages, and here
he determined to put the friars and thofe whofe lives had been fpared at
their interceffion on fhore, which he accordingly did, and being in want
of water, he went to the fhore at the fame time in fearch of it; they
had been on the ifland but a very fhort time when the natives came
down upon them, and put-every perfon they found to death, in view
of thofe on board the fhip.

This gave the Marquis great vexation. He now determined not
to truft any one, but to go in perfon, having three (hips ready to launch
in the port of Guantepeque. When the Spaniards of thofe countries
faw that he intended to embark upon a voyage of difeovery, they
thought fuccefs was certain, and numbers prepared to follow him as
foldiers, above one hundred and thirty of whom were married men,
and brought their wives with them.. They were in all above., three
hundred and twenty, the women included. The Marquis left Mexico
accompanied by Andres de Tapia and feveral other officers, fome ecclefiaftics, phyficians, furgeons, and an apothecary, and having embarked,
in the month of May, one thoufand five hundred and thirty fix, or feven,
he fet fail for the Ifland of Santa Cruz, with as many colonifts and
foldiers as the veifels could contain; and having arrived there after a
profperous voyage, he fent back the fhips to bring the remainder, of his
people. The fecond voyage was not fo fortunate. They met with
gales of wind, in which they were feparated near the river of St. Peter
and St. Paul, one veflel only arriving at the Ifland of Santa Cruz,
where

where the Marquis anxioufly expelled them, as the provifions, of
which he began to be in great want, were on board. Of thofe veflels
which did not join him at Santa Cruz, one was ftranded on the coaft
of Xalifco, and the people on Board being tired of the bufinefs quitted
her there, moft of them returning to New Spain. This was the one
which contained the provifions. The other came to a bay which they
named, from the quantity of guayavas, Guayaval.

During this time the Marquis and thofe with him were famifhing
upon this uncultivated ifland. Twenty three of the foldiers died from
abfolute diftrefs, and the reft were finking every day, and curling his
expeditions and difcoveries. Their fituation and murmurs compelled
him at length to go in fearch of his (hips, and he accordingly embark
ed with fifty foldiers, and judging that they muft have been driven on
the coaft in the ftorms, he fearched in that direction, and after fome
time found one as before mentioned, ftranded on the coaft of Xalifco,.
and abandoned by the people. The other was met with by him amongft
fome rocks. Having got them repaired and afloat, with much trou
ble, he brought them to his Ifland of Santa Cruz, and a quantity of
provifions being now ferved out to the familhed foldiers, they eat there
of in fuch a manner that the half of them died.

The Marquis, in order to avoid fuch a fcene ofdiftrefs, embarked
in purfuit of new difcoveries, and during this voyage fell in with the
land of California. He was by that time as heartily tired of the bufi
nefs as any one, but he could not bear the thoughts of returning after
fuch expences and lofles, without having effected fomething, left his
misfortunes ihould be afcribed to the curfes of the conquerors of Mexico,
his ancient companions.

The Marchionefs del Valle, hearing of the lofs of one of the veffels on the coaft, grew very apprehenfive, and accordingly fitted out
two fhips, which failed under the command of one Ulloa, in fearch of
the

the marquis and his fquadron, with letters from his lady and the Vice
roy earneftly foliciting his return. Ulloa was fortunate enough to light
upon him, and the Marquis fuflered himfelf to be prevailed upon, and
returned to Mexico by the port of Acapulco, leaving Ulloa in command
of the fquadron. His return rejoiced the Spaniards, who feared always
that the native chiefs, not being awed by him, would break out into
revolt. In a fhort time after his arrival, the people whom he had left
in California returned, but I cannot fay whether in confequence of or
ders from the government or not.

After the Marquis had repoled for a few months, he fitted out
another expedition of two Ihips under the command of Francifco de
Ulloa, already named by me, who failed from the port of Natividad in
the month of June, of I forget what year, with orders to examine the
coaft of California, and to fearch for Captain Hurtado who never had
been heard of. Ulloa employed in this voyage about feven months, at
the expiration of which he returned to Xalifco, without having effected
any thing; and going for a few days on Ihore to repofe, a foldier who
bore a malice againft him took an opportunity to way-lay and aftaflinate
him, and thus ended the difcoveries of the Marquis del Valle, in which
he expended, as I have heard him declare, above three hundred thoufand crowns.
x
In order to get fome allowance from his Majefty for this lofs, he
determined to go to Caftille> he had alfo other bufinefs which called
him there,, fuch as the difpute about his. vaflals, and the reftitution of
his property which had been feized by Nuno de Ouzman, now prifo*
tier in Old Spain. I will conclude this account by obferving, that it''
appears that the Marquis never prospered from the time of his firft conqueft of New Spain, and his ill fortune is afcribed to the curies with
which he was loaded.

The Viceroy and court of royal audience had fent out a military
force

force commanded by an officer named Francifco Vafquez Coronado,
who. married the virtuous and fair daughter of the treafurer Eftrada.
Coronado left his government of Xalifco to an officer named Onate, and
after he had been for fome months in the country to which he was lent,
and which was named Celibola or the feven cities, a Francifcan friar
flamed Marcos de Nica, returned from thence to Mexico to give an ac
count of the country to the Viceroy. He defcribed it as Confifting of
fine plains full of herds of cattle, but which were quite different in
their appearance from thofe Of Caftille. The houfes he defcribed as hav
ing two ftories and ftairs, and the towns as being populous. He alfo
reprefented, that as it lay near the Pacific Ocean, a fupply of neceflaries
could be fent to the Spanifh force, conveniently, in that direction. It
was for this reafon that three (hips were fent thither under the command
of Hernando de Alarco, an officer in the Viceroy’s houfehold.'
. <. -
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I muft not omit to mention the particulars of the great armament
prepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado, in the year one thoufand five hun
dred and thirty fevenj in the port of Acaxatla on the Pacific Ocean.
This fleet was fitted but by Alvarado in confequence of permiflion ob
tained from his Majefty, by whom he was granted certain rents and
advantages, in fuch countries as he fhould difcpver towards the weft J
that is to fay China, the Moluca, and Spice Iflands.
Alvarado being always zealous for his Majefty’s fervice, Os appear
ed by his conduct in Mexico and Peru, was anxious that this expedi
tion fhould exceed any other that had ever been fitted out. It confifted
of thirteen fail, amply provided. The port at which the preparations
were made was above two hundred leagues diftant from that of Vera
Cruz, from which all the iron, and moft other neceflary articles were
to be brought by land carriage. The confequence was, that the money
expended would have, built eighty fuch fhips in Seville. All the wealth
Alvarado brought from Peru, what he got from the mines of Guate
mala, with ths rents of his eftates and the prefents of his friends and
c-yiot " '
i *
relations,.

relations were infufficient, although the merchandize was taken upon
credit. The expence attending the (hips was nothing in comparifon to
that of his army, confining of fix hundred and fifty foldiers with their
officers, and a number of horfes,. of which latter a good one could not
be procured for lefs than three hundred crowns. Alvarado failed fome
time in the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty eight, for the
harbour of the Purification in the province of Xalifco, where he was to x
take in water, and embark more foldiers. When the Viceroy heard of
this great armament, he became anxious to have a (hare in it, and went
with Alvarado to view his fleet, after which they returned to Mexico. Alvarado wiflied to have a relation of his own, named Juan, (not
the Juan de Alvarado of Chiribito) as general,, and the Viceroy was
anxious that an officer named Villalobos ihould have the command,
- conjointly with him. Things, were in this Rate when Alvarado was
obliged to return to his fleet at the port of Natividad; and being there,
and juft ready to fet fail, he received a letter from Chriftoval de. Onate
who was left in command at Xalifco, in the abfence of Francifco Co
ronado, requefting his immediate affiftance to fave him and the fettlement from the deftrudtion with which they were threatened, by the
force of the neighbouring Indians of Cochitlan. Alvarado fet oft with
his troops to their relief, and found them in a moft defperate fituatioii
indeed. The infurgents rather decreafed the violence of their attacks
upon the appearance of Alvarado’s force, but ftill hoftilities were carried
on, and one day that Alvarado was purfuing fome of the enemy among
the rocks and mountains where they had fetre ated, a foldier who was
on horfe-back at a confiderable height above him on the fide of a moun
tain, and whofe horfe had loft his footing, came, horfe and all, rolling
down the precipice, and ftriking Alvarado, brought him down with
them. By this accident he was fo much bruifed, that in coniequence
thereof, and of being removed too fuddenly to the town of the Pacifica
tion,, he was feized with fainting fits, and in the courfe of a few days
gave up the ghoft. God pardon his fins! fome fay that he made a

will

will previous to his death, but it never appeared. He was buried with
as much ceremony as could be bellowed upon his funeral, and his‘ re
mains were, as I have heard, afterwards removed to the town of Piripito by Juan de Alvarado his relation.
As foon as the news of his death was known to his fleet and army,
numbers difcharged themfelves, and returned to their homes with what
they had received. In Mexico he was greatly regretted. The Viceroy
fent off immediately the licentiate Maldonado, to take proper fteps?.to
prevent any confufion likely to enfue, and Ihortly after following in
perfon, collected what remained of the foldiers, and marching againft
the infurgents in the rocks, after a tedious expedition fucceeded in redu
cing them. The lofs of Alvarado was feverely felt in his family. As
foon as the fatal intelligence arrived in Guatimala, the Bifliop D. Francifco Marroguin of excellent memory, and all the clergy, aflifted in
rendering him the funeral honours. His majordomo alfo, to fhew his
borrow, caufed the walls of his houfe to be painted black, which colour
they remained ever after. Many cavaliers waited upon his lady Donna
Beatrix de la Cueva and her family, in order to coniole them, for their
diftrefs was very great. They told her that (he fhould give thanks to
God, fince it was his will to take her hufband, to which the as a good
chriftian aflented, but observed, that the wifhed to be free from this
melancholy world, and all its misfortunes.
Thefe circumflances I mention, becaufe the hiflorian Gomara attri
butes the unfortunate event which ihortly afterwards befell her, to her
having ipoken blafphemoufly, in faying that God could do her no
more injury than (he had already fuflfered. She met with her death in
the following manner. A deluge of water and mud broke from the
Volcano which is at the diflance of about half a league from Guatimala,
and bringing with it great quantities of large flones and trees, over
whelmed the houfe of Donna Beatrix, who was at the time - praying
with her women. As to the Words which Gomara afcribes to her, fhe

never

never uttered them, nor was her death a judgment of God in any refped;. But I muft ohferve the particularities of the fate of this family.
Although Alvarado and his four brothers had ferved his Majefty fo
zealoufly, not any part of his property descended to his children. D.
Pedro de Alvarado died as I have related, by an uncommon accident in
Gochitlani his brother George died in the city of Madrid, in the year
one thoufand five hundred and forty, being then foliciting his Majefty
for fome reward; Gomez de Alvarado died in Peru, Gonzalo de Alva
rado in Mexico or Guaxaca, I forget which, and Juan on his voyage
to the Ifland of Cuba. His eldeft fon going with his relation Juan de
Alvarado the younger to wait on his Majefty, and folicit a recompence
for his father’s fervices, the fhip wherein they went was loft, and nei
ther they nor it were ever heard of after they fet fail. Don Diego the
younger fon, feeing his fortunes defperate, returned to Peru, where he
died in battle, and the lady of Pedro de Alvarado, with the female part
of his family, one only excepted, were drowned by a torrent from a
Volcano. Now curious -readers reflect on what I have related of the
fate of this family, and may our Lord Jefus Chrift take them into his
holy glory! amen. The only furvivor, DOnna Leonora one of his
daughters who was faved from, the torrent, has caufed to be built two
fepulchres in the great church of this city of Guatimala, to receive the
hones of her relations.

In about a year after the death of D. Pedro de Alvarado, the Viceroy collected the beft of the thirteen (hips which compofed his fleet,
and fent them under the command of an officer named Villalobos, tomake dilcoveries to the weftward, but what the refult was, I never
•heard. As to the expences incurred by Alvarado he never recovered;
any part of them, nor his family after him.
The Marquis del’ Valle being in Spain at the time of the expe
dition againft Algiers, and attending his Majefty in it, with his
•eldeft fon, and alfo Don Martin, his fon by Donna Marina, the fleet
was

>

was difperfed in a ftorm. The veflel on board which the Marquis was
being ftranded, he, his ions, and the other cavaliers reached the fhore
with very great difficulty. His fervants have related, that before he
quitted the veflel, he tied round his arm in a handkerchief a quantity
of jewels of ineftimable value, which he wore according to the cuftom
of great lords, as we fay “para no menefter,” or becaufe they are not
wanting, but in the confufion of quitting the veflel by fome accident
they were all loft. On account of this difafter to the fleet, the council
of war were of opinion to raife the fiege immediately. To this council
the Marquis was not fummoned, but he is faid to have declared, that
had he been prefent at it he would have given his vote for the continu
ation of the fiege, and that if it had been his fortune to have had fuch
brave foldiers as thofe who firft accompanied him to Mexico, he
would entertain no doubt of fuccefs..

The Marquis was now grown old, and he was worn down by fa
tigues; he was therefore very anxious to return to New Spain, but a
treaty of marriage was on foot between his eldeft daughter Donna Maria
Cortes,' for whom he had fent to Mexico, and Don Alvaro Pinez Oforio fon and heir to the Marquis of Aftorga. The lady was to have a
fortune of a hundred thoufand ducats, and the Marquis had gone as far
as Seville to meet her on her arrival in Spain, but the match was bro
ken offj as it is faid, by the fault of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was
greatly difpleafed, and being in a bad ftate of health before, he declined
fo rapidly that he found it neceflary to retire from Seville to Caftilejade
la Cuefta, to attend to his foul, and make his laft teftament. Having
arranged all his affairs for this, and the next world, it Was- the Lord's
will to take him from this troublefome ftate, on the fecond day of De
cember one thoufand five hundred and forty feven. He was buried
with great pomp in the chapel of the Dukes of Medina Sidonia, but
his remains were afterwards, according to his will, brought to New
Spain, and interred in Cuyoacan or Tezcuco, I am uncertain which.
In regard to his age, I will give the beft account that I am able. In
the
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the year one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, when we went with
him from Cuba to New Spain, he ufed to tell us that he was thirty
four years of age; from one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, to one
thoufand five hundred and forty feven, is a period of twenty eight years,
which makes him at the time of his death exactly fixty two years old.

The legitimate children of the Marquis del Valle were, Don Mar
tin the prefent Marquis, Donna Maria before mentioned whq married
the Count de Luna de Leon. Donna Juana, who married Don Hernan^
do Enriquez heir to the Marquis of Tariffa, and Donna Catalina de
Arrellano, who died in Seville. Thefe ladies came with the Marchionefs from Mexico; her brother Fray Anthonio de Zuniga being fent
for them. One daughter named Donna Leonora, was married in Mex
ico, to a rich Bifcayan named Juanes de Tolofa, which alliance gave
great offence to the young Marquis. He alfo left two natural fons, one"
by Donna Marina, named Don Martin, who was commander of the or
der of St. Jago. The other, Don Luis, who was a commander of the
fame order, was the fon of a lady, by name, De Hermofilla. He had
alfo three natural daughters, one by an Indian woman of Cuba, was
named Donna------ Pizarro; the others were by a Mexican woman. Thefe
ladies were all left great fortunes. The Marquis alfo having due time,
took care of his foul, by difcharging his finsendowing an hofpital
in .Mexico, and a monaftery of nuns in his own town, of Cuyoacan.,
The motto and arms which were granted to him were well adapted
to a valiant warrior. The former being in Latin I will fay nothing
about, becaufe I do not underfland that language. His arms were the
heads of feven kings in a chain, reprefenting Montezuma, Cacamatzin,
Guatimotzin, Tulapa, Coadlavaca, and the princes of Tacuba and.

Cuyoacan. ,z J

.

,
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I will now proceed to defcribe the perfon and difpofition of the
Marquis. He was of a good ftature and flrong built, of a rather pale
complexion^.

complexion, and ferious countenance. His features were, if faulty,
rather too fmall; his eyes mild and grave. His beard Was black, thin,
and fcantyj his hair in the fame manner. His breaft and-fhoulders
were broad, and his body very thin. He was very well limbed, and
his legs rather bowed; an excellent horfeman, and dexterous in the ufe
of arms. He alfo pofleffed the heart and mind, which is the princi
pal part of the bufinefs. I have heard that when he was a lad in Hifpaniola, he was very wild about women, and that he had feveral duels
with able fwordfmen, in which he always came off with victory. He
had the fear of a fword-wound near his under lip* which appeared
through his beard if clofely examined, and which he received in fome
of thofe affairs. In his appearance, manners, tranfadiions, converfation, table, and drefs,. every thing bore the appearance of a great lord.
His cloaths were according to the fafhion of the time j he Was not fond
of filks, damafks, or velvets, but every thing plain, and very handfome; nor did he wear large chains of gold, but a fmall one of prime
workmanfhip, bearing the image of our Lady the Bleffed Virgin with
her precious fon in her arms, and a Latin motto; and on the reverfe,
St. John the Baptift with another motto. He wore on his finger a ring
with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, which according to the fafh
ion of that day was of velvet, he bore a medal, the head arid motto of
Which I do not recoiled:; but latterly he wore a plain Cloth cap, With
out any ornament.

His table Was always magnificently attended and ferved, with
four major domos or principal officers, a number of pages, and a great
quantity of plate both gold and filver. He dined heartily at mid-day,
and drank a glafs of wine mixed with water, of about half a pint. He
Was not nice in his food, nor expenfive, except on particular occafions
where he faw the propriety of it. He was very affable with all .his
captains and foldiers, efpecially thofe who accompanied him in his firft
CXpcditioh from Cuba. He Was a Latinift, and as I have been told, a
bachelof in lawfe. He was alfo fbmething of a poet, and a very good
rhetorician ;

rhetorician ; very devout to our Holy Virgin, and his advocates St. Peter,
St. Jago, and St. John the Baptift in particular; and charitable to the
poor. When he fwore he ufed to fay, “by my confcienceI” and when
he was angry with any of us, his friends, he would fay, “oh! may
you repent it.” When he was very angry, the veins in his throat and,
forehead ufed to (well, and when in great wrath,’ he would not utter a
fyliable to any one. He was very patient under infults or inj uries; for
fome of the foldiers v^ere at times very rude and abuiive with him; but
he never refented their conduct, although he had often great reafon to
do fo. In fuch cafes he ufed only to fay, “be filent,” or, “ go away
“ in God’s name and take care not to repeat this conduit, or I will have
“ you punifhed.” He was very determined and headftrong in all bufinefs of war, not attending to any remonftrances on account of danger;
an inftance of which he (hewed in the attack of thofe fortrefles called
the rocks of the. Marquis; which he forced us to fcale, contrary to our
opinions, and where neither courage, counfel, or wifdom, could give
any rational hope of fuccefs. Another inftance was given by him of
his obftinacy in regard to the expedition againft De Oli. I repeatedly
advifed him to go by the mountains; but he periifted in adhering to the
coaft, whereas if he had gbne in the direction that I propofed he would
have found towns the whole way, of which the following route is a
proof; Guacacualco, the high road to Chiapa, from that to Guatimala,
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to eredt a fortrefs, Cortes
was the hardeft labourer in the trenches; when we were going into
battle, he was as forward as any.
Cortes was very fond of play, both at cards and dice, and while
playing he was very aflable and good humoured. He ufed frequently
at fuch times, thofe cant expreflions which perfons who game are accuftomed to do. In military fervice he pradtifed the moft ftridt atten
tion to difcipline, conftantly going the rounds in perfon during the
night, vifiting the quarters of the foldiers, and feverely reprehend
ing thofe whom he found without their armour and appointments, and
not
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not ready to turn out; repeating to them the proverb, that <fit is a bad
•* fheep which cannot carry its own wool.” On our expedition to Higu*
eras I perceived that he had acquired a habit which I had never before
obferved in him, and it was this ; after eating, if he did not get his
fiefta or fleep, his ftomach was affedled, and he fell lick. For this
reafon, when on the journey, let the rain be ever fo heavy, or the fun
ever fo hot, he always repofed for a fhort time after his repaft, a carpet
or cloak being fpread under a tree, on which he.lay down, and having
Hept a fhort time he mounted his horfe and proceeded on his journey.
When we were engaged in the wars during the conquefl of New Spain,
he was very thin and {lender, but after his return from Higueras he
grew fat, and acquired a belly. He at this time trimmed his beard
which had not begun to grow white, in the fhort fafhion. In his early
life he was very liberal, but grew clofe, latterly; fome of his fervants
complaining that he did not pay them as he ought, and I have alfo to
obferve that in his latter undertakings he never fucceeded. Perhaps fuch
was the will of heaven, his reward being referved for another place;
for he was a good cavalier, and very devout to the Holy Virgin, and
alfo to St. Paul and other Holy Sainis. God pardon him his fins; and
me mine; and give me a good end which is better than all conquefls
and victories over Indians.

CHAPTER

X.

Enumeration and account of the valiant companions who paffed over to the conquejl of New Spain with the mojl adventu
rous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes Marquis of
the Valley.
Advantages refultingfrom the conquejl—TranfaElions at court.
Concluding obfervations of the author. '

In the lift of the conquerors of Mexico the firft is the Marquis Don
H. Cortes; with him came the following officers and foldiers. -Don
P. de Alvarado, commander of St. Jago, adelantado and governor of
, Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiapa; he was about thirty four years
of age when he came to this country, of a handfome perfon, very cheer
ful countenance, and mild look; for which reafon he was called by the
Mexicans, “Tonatio,” which lignifies the fun; he was very active, and
a good horfeman; of a generous difpofition, and courteous manners,
very fplendid in his drefs, wearing a gold chain with a medal round
his neck, and a diamond ring on his finger.
F. de Montejo was of the middle ftature, of a chearful counte
nance, and gay difpofition; at the time of his arrival here he was about
thirty five years of age; he was fitter for bufinefs than war, and of a
liberal turn, expending more than he received; he arrived to the dignity
of adelantado and governor of Yucatan, and died in Caftille.

Captain G. de Sandoval was at the time of his arrival here about
twenty two years of age; he was joint governor of New Spain for about
eleven months; in this officer courage and judgment were combined;
he
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he was robuft in body, his legs rather bowed, and his countenance
mafculine; his hair and beard were curled, and of a light brown; his
voice was rough, and fomewhat terrible, and he Hammered a little; he
was a plain man, and one who did not know much of letters, not
avaritious of gold, but attentive to his bufinefs like a good officer, fee
ing that his foldiers did their duty well, and taking good care of them.
He was not fond of rich dreffes, but went plain and like a foldier. He
had the bell horfe that ever was feen; he was a cheftnut, with a flar
in his forehead, and his near .foot white; his name was Motilla; he
became a proverb, fo that when any horfe was extraordinarily good, we
ufed, to fay he was as good as Motilla. Sandoval was an officer fit for
any flation; he was a native of Medellin, and an hidalgo; his father
was an alcalde of a caflle.
Don C. de Oli was a Heftor in battle, but his judgment was
not equal to his valour, and he required to be kept under command.
The captains -De Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De Oli, were in
high eflimation with his Majefty, who was pleafed to fay that he had
three in New Spain who might be compared with the greateft the world
had* produced. Cortes alfo ufed to talk highly of his officers and fol
diers, but what Bernal Diaz del Caftillo thinks upon the fubjeft is this >
that if what Cortes afterwards , faid in their favour, he had written at
firft to his Majefty, he would have done right& but at that time he
made no mention of our valiant aft ions, nor even our narr,"S; but only
laid, “this I did; this I ordered to be done;** whereas I think theleaft
he fhould have done was to make mention of us. I will now return to
my enumeration of our officers and foldiers.

J- V. de Leon, native of Old Caftille, was about , twenty feven
years of. age, well proportioned, and robuft; his beard was red and
curled, his voice rough and fierce, and he Hammered a little; he was
a cavalier-of good manners, and generous, fharing.what he had with
his companions he killed; a perfon of confequence. in the Ifland of Hifpaniola,

paniola, for which he was obliged to conceal himfelf, and the officers
of juftice never were able to apprehend him, he made fuch refiftance
He was moft valiant both on horfeback and on foot; he died at the
bridge.
D. de Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, was about
forty years of age; he was captain of the foldiers armed with fword
and buckler, not being a horfeman; he was very valiant, and wife,
ftrong, and of good ftature, of a mafculine countenance, and black
thin beard. In fpeaking there were certain words which he could not
pronounce ; he was generous, and of good manners. He, wascommander of St. Jago, and'governor of Maranion, where he died.

Captain L. .Marin was valiant,:and ftout built; bow legged, with*
a red beard, and a full and chearful countenance, flightly marked with
the fmall pox. He was about thirty years, of age, , and a native of St.
Lucar, lifping a little, like the Sevillians. He was a good horfeman,
and of mild manners; he died in Mechoacan.
Captain P. -de Ircio was of middle ftature, chearful countenance^
and duck legged ; a great boafter of his exploits, but by what we could?
perceive in him good for very little; he was always repeating certain
ftories of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro Giron; we ufed to call
him Agrages. without deeds;; he.was for a time captain under. Sandovall
during the fiege, and. died in'Mexico.,

A. de Avila was of a good perfon and countenance, clear and fenfible in his conversation, very valiant, and: about thirty three, years of
age. He was free w.ith; his companions i but proud, fond of command
ing, and impatient of controll, with a-conliderable fhare of envy, and
turbulence, infomuch that Cortes could not bear to have him near him;
he therefore took car^ that1 he Ihould be employed in fuch affairs as
would draw him. to.a diftance; he was uncle to the cavaliers the fonsof
Benavides,.'
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Benavides, who were beheaded in Mexico; he died in that city or in
Yucatan.

A. de Monjarez was of middling ftature, and a good Countenance;
he adted as captain during the liege, but was always an invalid; he
was aged about thirty years, and died a natural death.

C. de Olea was a native of Medina Del' Campo, and a moft va
liant foldier; he was about twenty fix years of age, of the middle fea
ture, with a mafeuline but plealing countenance; his hair and beard a
little curled, and a clear voice; this foldier’s bravery was fuch that we
all held him in the higheft honour; he faved the life of Cortes at Suchi-'
millico, when the enemy had feized and were carrying him oft to facrifice; and a fecond time upon the caufeway of Mexico when he was
in a ftill more defperate fituation, being wounded and in the hands of
a number of the Indians, the brave De Olea, though mortally wound
ed, with his &vord killed and beat off every one of thele who were up
on Cortes, thus faving his general’s life, and dofing his own at the
fame time. When the perfon of this valiant foldier recurs to my mind,
and the manner he ufed. to fight at our fides, the tears flow from my
eyes., for he was my towns-man, and we .were related to the fame
families.
•. .'.rh .

G. Dominguez, and Lares, were foldiers of high.-;enown, and
might be put in comparifon with Oleaf the firft died by the fall of his
horle, the fecond at the battle of Otumba.
A. de Tapia was aged about, twenty four years, of a pale com
plexion and grave countenance; he was a valiant captain, and died in
Mexico, a natural death.

J. de Efcalante was a captain; he died at Villa Rica. F. de
Lugo, a brave officer, a<fted as captain occafionally; he was the natu.
;
ral

ral fon of a wealthy gentleman at Medina del Campo ;■ he died a natu
ral death. Gregorio de MonjaraZ; a good foldier; loft his hearing
during the fiege, and died a natural death-. Four brothers of Don P. de
Alvarado.- J. Xaramillo was an officer of merit; he died a natural
death. Chriftoval Flores, a worthy foldier. Chriftoval de Gamboa,
equerry to Cortes. One Calcedo, a wealthy man. Francifco de Bonal,.
a good foldier. Maldonado, furnamed “the broad,” a good foldier. Fran
cifco Alvarez Chico, a man of bufinefs. Francifco de Torrazas, ma
jor domo to Cortes, a perfon Of merit. Chriftoval del Corral, our
enfign; an officer of merit. Anthonio de Villaroel, fome time enfign.
Alonzo de Grado; one fitter for bufinefs than war; by his importunities
he induced Cortes to give him the daughter of Montezuma in marriage.
Francifco Flores, a very noble perfon.' De Solis. There were four of
this name; one was furnamed, “Cafquete,” or “rattle-fkull;” another
called himfelf “De la Huerta;” but we called him “filk coat,” becaufe he prided himfelf on his drefs. Another was named “ De atras
la Puerta,” becaufe he always fat behind the door of his houfe, obferving the paflengers in the ftreet. Bernardino Vafquez de Tapia; a perfon
of wealth and confequence. Juan Lopez de Ximena, alcalde major of
Vera Cruz. Juan de Cuellar, a good horfeman, married the handfome
daughter of the Lord of Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Another Cu
eliar related to F. Verdugo. Santos Hernandez, whom we ufed to call
“ the good old ranger?’ Pe^ro Moreno Medrano, alcalde in Vera.
CruZ, a good foldier, and an upright judge. Roman Lopez, a perfoil
of eminence. Juan de Lirnpias Caravajal, grew deaf during the fiege,
where he was captain of a veflel. Melchor de Galvez. Villandrando,
faid to have been related to the Count of Ribadeo. Oflorio, a good
foldier. Rodrigo de Caftaneda, a good foldier. Juan de Naxara, ft
good foldier. Ojeda, Who loft an eye during the fiege. Alonzo Hertiandez PuertocarrerO, coufin fo the Count of Medellin. Hernando.
Burgueho, a good foldiet. Tirado de la Puebla, a man of bufinefs..
Hernandes de Alanis, a vefy brave foldier. Navarrete. Juan Flamenco.
Fraficifco del Barco, promoted to be a captain. Juan Perez-, who killed
,*
his
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his, wife, the daughter of La Baguera. Najara, “the hump backed,”
a rnoft valiant foldier. Madrid, “the hump backed;” a very Yaliarit foldier._ Juan de Inhiefta.; De Alamilla, a good crofsbow-man. Moron;
a fine.mufician. De Varela; a good foldier. , De Villafuerte;.n perfon
of confequence, married to a relation of the firft wife of Cortes, Gu
tierrez. Pacheco; a perfon of diftindtion. ' Hernando de Lerma, or
de Lerna; a captain. Suarez the elder, who. killed his. wife with a
blow of a ha’nd-mill. Lafios, .who had a fuit about his diftridt. Garci
Garo. One Ximenes. Amaya.
Two- Carmenos, brothers. One
Vargas. Polanco. Juan de Aragon. St. Eftevan.
Bernardino de
Coria. Rodorigo Rangel.
Almodova, his fon, and nephew.
A
reverend father of the order of mercy, named Fra Bartholome de Olme
do; a great theologian, a fine finger, and a virtuous man. Two ne
phews of Alonzo Hernandez de Palo. Chrjftoval Diaz; a good crofs
bow-man. Juan Siciliano. Diego de Coria. Juan Sedeno. Saragofla, father to the fcrivener in Mexico. Diego Martin de Agamante,
a good foldier. Diego Hernandez, loft his fight; he was an afliftant
Ihipwright. Alvaro Lopez. One Yanez who went to Higueras; du
ring his abience his wife took another hufband with whom he left her.
Martin de Alpedrino, Juan Alvarez Rubazo, Gonzalez Sanchez, brave
men-, all Portugueze. One Avila. One Efpinofa, furnamed “De la
“ buena benedicion,” from his often ufing the word. Peron de Toledo.
•One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Izguierdo; a good foldier. Morrales, an old man, lame of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, and
a ftridt doer of juftice. Arevalo, Juan Leon, Madrigal; inhabitants
of Villa Rica; never were on fervice. . Navarro. Manzanilla, an In
dian of the iflands. Benito Vejel, a drummer who had ferved in Italy.
Alonzo Romero. Pedro Lopez; a good foldier. Juan Garcia, Her
nan Martin, and another; fmiths. Alvaro Gallego. Pedro de Tapia.
Lorenzo Ginoves. Ochoa; a rich and eminent perfon. Martin Vafquez, a man of eminence. Sebaftian Rodriguez, 'g crofsbow-man and
Trumpeter. Penalofa. Juan Perez Artiaga, furnamed “Malintzin;”
a rich man^ Pedrp Gonzalez Sabiote, a good foldier. " Aguilar whoOi

we
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we found at the point of Cotoche; a good foldier. Pedro Valenciand.
One Tariffa. Another of that name called by us “the meritorious,”
becaufe he was always bragging of what he had done, and that he had
not been properly rewarded; a prating fellow. Pedro Sanchez Farfan;
a brave foldier; he adzed as captain. Efcobar the bachelor, apothecary,
furgeon, and phyfician; he went mad. Juan de Caceres the rich.
Gonzalo Hurones. Ramirez the elder. Aftorga. Toftado. Pedro
Valencia. Fray Juan de las Varillas, of the order of mercy; a good
theologian, and a virtuous man. Thofe enumerated above all died
naturally. Francifco de Saucedo, called “the gallant.” Francifco de
Moria, a very brave foldier. De Lares, a good foldier and horfeman.
Another of that name.
De Solis, an old man. Benitez, a brave
man. Juan Ruano, a good foldier. Two nephews of Gonzales de
Najara. Gonzalo Dominguez, very brave and an excellent horfeman.
One De Mora, a good foldier. Juan Alvarez Chico. A good foldier
who had loft one hand in Caftille by the courfe of juftice. One Tobillo, lame, as he faid by a Wound received while ferving under the
great captain. Gonzalo Lopez de Ximena. One Pilar, a good linguift.
Alonzo Luis, a good foldier; being veiy tall he was called “the infant.”
Alonzo de Monroy , a good foldier, fon of a commander of St. Stephen;
he went under the name of Salamanca. Juan Rico de Alanis, a good
foldier. Martin de VendabaL Pedro Gallego. Three foldiers of the
name of Truxillo, brave men. De Valladolid. De Angulo. Francifco Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximenes. Two brothers of the
name of Florin. One Vargas, One De Cieza, remarkable for pitching a bar. Bartholome Pardo, Arbolanche, a very brave foldier. A
nephew of one Almodovar. Two brothers by name Martinez; brave
men. Sancho de Avila who is faid to Eave brought fix thoufand crowns
in gold to Caftille from St. Domingo, having had the luck to fall on
fome very rich miners there; he loft the whole at play and then joined
us. Alonzo Hernandez de Palo, Alonzo de la Mefta, and Rabanal
Montanez, good foldiers. Retamales: Gines Nortes, a brave foldier.
Luis Alonzo, an excellent fwordfman. Alonzo Catalan, a good foldier.
Rrr
Canillas,

Canillas, a drummer, and a good foldier, having ferved in Italy. Her
nandez, fecretary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the general’s houfehold. Balnor. Cardenas, who faid he was fon to a commander.
Arguello, a good foldier. Vafquez, a brave foldier. Arroyuelo. Pizarro;
a relation of Cortes, atfted as captain; his name was not then remarkable,
nor had Peru been heard of. Magellanes, a brave foldier, a Portugueze,
as was another, a goldfmith. One Avila. Two of the name of Efpinofa. One of the name of San Juan, called “the lofty/*, from his
prefumptuoufnefs. Caceres, a good foldier. Efcanola the younger.
Alonzo de Talavera, a good foldier. An Indian of the iflands named
Manzanilla. Galleguillo, a very little man. A fmith whofe name I
forget. Paredes. Gonzalo Mexia Rapapello, who faid he was de
fended from the corfair of that name in the reign of King John. Lu
cas Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzo Perez Maite,
a brave foldier, married to a handfome Indian of the iflands. Alonzo
de Efcobar, a perfon of confideration, formerly page to Velafquez.
Ponce. Mendez. An old crofsbow-man a great card player whole
name I forget. The page Orteguilla and his father. Gaona. Luis
Farfan. Morillas. One of the Toftados. Porras, a fine finger, with
a very fair complexion. Ortiz; he played on the fiddle and taught
dancing.
Serrano; a good foldier. Quintero.
Andres de. Mola.
Alberza, a good, foldier., Moll of thefe loft their lives at the bridge, were
facrificed, or fell in battle.

Simon de Cuenca was killed at Xicalonga, with ten more foldiers.
Francifco de Medina died in the hands of the Indians with fifteen more.
One De la Serna, who difeovered filver mines, I do not know what is
become of him. Martin Lopez* the fhip carpenter who rendered fuch
eminent fer vices; he is now living in Mexico. One Granado is now
living in Mexico. Villa Lobos returned rich to Caflille. Juan del Rio
returned to Caftille. Juan Gomez returned rich to Caftille. Herman
Lopez de Avila, a truftee of the effects of the dead, returned very rich
to Caftille. Pedro Efcudiro, Juan Cermenoj and his brother, all good
/•
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foldiers. Gonzalo de Umbria a pilot. Francifco de Orozco; had been
a foldier in Italy, and added as captain during the fiege of Mexico; I
know nothing more of him. Mefa had been a canonier in Italy; was
drowned in crofling a river, after the conqueft. Luis Velafq.uez, and
Martin Valenciano, died in the expedition to Higueras. Alonzo de
Barrientos, Juan del Puerto a good foldier, died of difeafe. Pedro de
Guzman, a brave foldier; it is laid that on J?is journey to Peru, he and
his whole family, fervants and horfes, were frozen to death. Carde
nas; this was he who talked of the two kings; he was very troublefome to Cortes. The Emperor made him a grant of lands worth a
thoufand crowns a year, with which he returned to Mexico, but fhortly
after, died. Los Villanuevas;,two brothers; Portugueze; I do not
know what became of them. Villocinda, a brave foldier, put on the
Francifcan habit. Alonzo de Herrera, a good foldier, he fought with
Captain Figuero, and to avoid the vengeance of the treafurer, fled to the
Indians of Maronon, by whom he was killed. Figuero was drowned
going to Caftille. Maldonado de Medellin, I do not know what be
came of him.
Lencero, a good foldier, had an inn on the road to Vera Cruz,
turned friar. Sindos de Portillo, poflefled large eftates, which he fold,
giving the money to the poor, and taking orders, led a holy life.
Quintero a good foldier, attained great wealth, which he rendunced for
God’s fake, and taking the Francifcan habit, led a holy life. Alonzo
de Aguilar owned the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla; a rich
man; he fold all his property for the ferviceof God, and putting on the
Dominican habit, led a holy life. Burguillos, a rich man, renounced
his property, and entered the order of St. Francis, which he afterwards
quitted. Efcalante, a good foldier, of a gay difpofition; he put on the
Francifcan habit, but afterwards quitted the monaftery, and entered
again into the military fervice; but, in the courfe of a month, refumed
his friar’s habit, and led a holy life. Gafpar Diaz, a wealthy man,
renounced all for God’s fake, and retired to the pine woods of GuaxoRrr a
cingo,
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cingo, where, in the moft retired part, he made a hermitage for himfelf; in this courfe of life he reduced his body to a very weak ftate, by
failing and penance, and the fame of his aufterities reaching the Bifliop
Juan de Zumarraga, he entreated him not to carry them to fuch an ex
treme. Several other perfons alfo joined him, being induced by his
example to lead holy lives ; at the end of about four years, it was God’s
will to take them all from this world, to his heavenly glory. Lerma;
a very valiant foldier; it was he who rendered fuch effential fervice to
Cortes, in once faving his life; Lerma was afterwards obliged to fly,
and feek refuge among the Indians from this very Cortes whom he had
preferved, and who was exafperated againft him, for reafons which,
from regard to his honour, I will not mention; we never knew what
became of him, but our fufpicions were very bad.. Pinedo, a good
foldier, had been educated in the houfe of Velafquez ; on the arrival of
Narvaez, quitting Mexico to join him, he was way-laid and killed on
the road: by Indians; Cortes was fufpedted of having a hand in his
death.
One Lopez, returned to Hifpaniola. Alaminos and his ion, Ca
macho de Triano, Alvarez de Huelva, Sopuerto del Condado, Cardinas, Umbria, Galdin, and feveral others, all pilots; Sopuerto, only,
remained- in Mexico; the reft being in dread of Cortes, becaufe they
had offered their fervices to ,Garray. Enreque, drowned himfelf, from
defpair and. fatigue on. a march. Zemudio, a very brave foldier, re
turned to Old Spain, on account of having wounded feveral perfons in
frays; he was there given the command of a company; he died in
Locaftil with many other Spanifh cavaliers. Tariffa, the third of that
name, called by us “of the white hands,” becaufe he was not fit either for
war or, labour; or any thing elfe except to prate about what had hap
pened to him in Seville; he and his horfe were drowned on the march
to. Higueras. Efcobar, a brave man but very turbulent; he was hang
ed for fedition and for violating a married woman. St. Jago, returned
righ to Qaftille.. Alonzo de Efcobar, a perfon of. eftimation, formerly
page

•
page to Velafquez. Saldanha and two more whole names I forgetr
were killed in Tabafco. De Rojas, went to Peru. Guillen de la Loa,
Andrez Nunez, Maifle Pedro el de la Harpa, and three more/ the firft
died by a cannon fhot, the others by the enemy, or courfe of nature.
Alonzo Rodriguez, left good mines in Cuba; was killed at the rocks,
together with Gafpar Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to the treafurer
of Cuba, and fix of the foldiers of Narvaez. ' Pedro de Palma, firft
hufband of Elvira Lopez “the tall,” was hanged together with a fqldier named Trebejo, and a prieft, for fedition, by Avila or Las Cafas,
after the death of De Oli, under whom they ferved; I was fhewn the
tree whereon they were executed, when returning from Higueras, with
Captain Marin. Many lea-faring men alfo came with us, and beha
ved very bravely in the wars, but not recollecting their names I do not
put them down; I Ihould run indeed into too great prolixity if I were
enumerate and defcribe all the valiant foldiers who palled over with Gor
tes; but they were worthy to be recorded in letters of gold..
Laft of all I put down myfelf, having been in this- country ante
cedent to the coming of Cortes twice, and the third time with him, as
I have related; and I give thanks and praife to our Lord God, and his
Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, who preferved me from being facrificed'
like the moft of my companions, that 1 might now relate and make
manifeft our heroic actions, and enumerate by name our valiant captains
and foldiers, who conquered this, new world, thereby to prevent all
the honour and merit from being unjuftly afcribcd to one perfbni-

Of thofe who came with Narvaez, although ieveral were very va
liant men, I will fay nothing, becaufe my intention in writing this
hiftory, was but to record the heroic actions of the foldiers of Cortes.
I will therefore only defcribe Narvaez himftlfv

Narvaez was about forty two years of age; of tall ftature and large
limbs, a full face,.and red beard, and agreeable prefence; very fonorous
and

and lofty in his fpeech, as if the found came out of a vault; a good
horfeman, and laid to be valiant. He was a native of Valladolid, or
Tudela de Duero, and married to a lady named Maria de Valenzuela.
He had a confiderable property in the Ifland of Cuba, where he was a
captain. One of his eyes was beaten out in the attack which we made
upon him. This gentleman was faid to be very clofe in his difpofition.
He went to Caftille to lay his complaints againft us before his Majefty,
and obtained a royal grant of a government in Florida, where he was
loft and all his property. Thofe who read the particulars of fo many
gallant officers and foldiers, fuch as I have now defcribed them, fre
quently alk me how it happened that I fhould remember them per
fectly, after the lapfe of fo many years. To which I reply, that it is
natural enough that I fhould recoiled the names of five hundred and
fifty companions who were always together, in expeditions, in watches,
in battles, and in fkirmifhes, and converfing with each other how fuch
a one had been killed at fuch a place, and how others were carried off
to be facrificed. For this was the manner in which we communicated
with each other, efpecially after we had come out of a bloody and
doubtful battle. And there have been generals who knew* the foldiers
of their armies perfonally, even when there were as many as thirty
thoufand men; fo fays hiftory of Mithridates king of Pontus, and
another king of the Epirots, and of Alexander, and Hannibal of Car
thage, and in our times of the valiant Gonzalo de Cordova called the
great captain, and many others. I fay farther, that I have their figures
fo perfectly pourtrayed in my imagination, that I could draw them as
it were to the life, each of them in the manner he entered into battle*
like the great Apelles, and thefe famous modern painters Michael An
gelo, or the far celebrated Burgales, who is faid to be another Apelles.
Glory be to God, and the Holy Virgin, who faved me from being
Sacrificed to idols, to make thofethings known!

Having enumerated the foldiers who palled with Cortes, and rela
ted in what manner they died, I have now to obferve, that we were for
the

the moft part hidalgos, although fome were not of fuch clear lineage
as others, for all cannot be alike in this world, either in rank or in
virtues. But whatever may have been the dignity of our birth, we
made ourfelves much more illuftrious by our heroic actions in the conqueft of this country, at our own proper coft, and without any fupport
fave that of our Lord Jefus Chrift who is the true aid and fuccour. If
we look into the antient hiftory of our own country, we (hall then fee
that many cavaliers arofe to. dignity and honours, by valiant and faith
ful fervices to their king; and I have obferved that thofe who thus
obtained thefe titles and dignities, did not go into the field without
receiving pay and falaries for their fervice; and yet they were rewarded
with houfes and caftles, and lands, and privileges, to them and their
defcendents in perpetuity. Alfo when his Majefty Don Jayme won
parts of his kingdom from the Moors, he made grants thereof to thofe
cavaliers who had aflifted him in the conqueft, from which period they
derive their honours and blazons. Thofe alfo who ferved under the
great captain and the Prince of Orange were rewarded in like manner,
and we, even without his Majefty’s knowledge, by our valour gained
him this great country. I have here recalled this to recollection, that
the world may confider and fee our manifold, and good, and notable,
and loyal fervices, to God and the King, and all Chriftendom, and
let them be put in a ballance and weighed, and let it be decided if we
are not as worthy of rewards and remunerations, as thofe cavaliers
whom I have mentioned above. And as amongft thofe whom I have
enumerated there were many valiant companions, I was held in no
inconfiderable degree of eftimation in my day as a foldier.
Now curious reader reflect on my life, and in how many battles
and dangers I have been, fince I firft came to this country, and how I
was twice in the hands of the enemy who were carrying me off to facrifice, and God gave me force to efcape out of their clutches; befides the
diftrefles by hunger, thirft,.and fatigue, which occur to all who under
take difcoveries in unknown countries.

It is now proper that I fhould relate the good effeds of our exer
tions for the fervice of God and his Majefty, by our illuftrious conquefts,
in which moft of our companions loft their lives, being facrificed to the
idols Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuca. In the firft place, we purged
the land of its wickednefs and evil cuftoms, as for inftance that of hu
man facrifice. By the accounts taken by certain reverend Francifcan
fathers, the firft who came here after Fray Bartholome de Olmedo, it
appears, that in the city of Mexico, and fome adjacent towns in the lake,
they facrificed every year above two thoufand'five hundred human beings,
young and old. Of courfe in the whole extent of the country the num
ber thus put to death annually, muft have been much greater. Their
various horrid practices of this nature exceed the powers of my pen to
defcribe. Theft curfed adoratories were fo many that I beftow on all of
them a hearty malediction; it feems to me that they refembled what
we have in Caftille, for as we fee there in every city, holy churches,
and hermitages, and chapels, fo they had in this country their houfes
of idols, devils, and diabolical figures. Befides thefe, each native,
male of female, had two altars, one by the place where he or fhe flept,
the other at the door of the houfe, with chefts containing idols large
and fmall, ftones, and ftone knives, with books made of the bark of
trees, in which were noted down their records of paft times. They
were much addicted to abominable practices, efpecially upon the coaft,
and in the fultry provinces, where boys wore female attire. They eat
human flefh, as we do beef which we buy in the market, and in every
town they had wooden cages, wherein they kept and fattened thofe
men, women, and children, who were deftined for that purpofe, as
was the cafe with all thofe whom they took in their wars. Inceft was
common amongft them; and they were drunkards in an extreme. In
the province of Panuco in particular, they took the wine into their
bodies in the manner a medicine is adminiftered, by means of a hollow
cane,; an unheard-of beaftjinels! They had as rhany wives as they
pleafed, and all thefe, and other abominations, it was the will of our
Lord Jefus Chrift that we fhould be the inftruments to fweep from the
y
’
land,

z

land, fubftituting in their places, a good policy and the holy dodirine.
It is true that after the lapfe of two years, when the country was fubjugeted and civilized, certain worthy fathers Francifcans, of good ex
ample and doctrine came here, and were followed in three or four}ears
by fathers of the -order of St. Dominic, who completed what others
had begun, but if it is duly confidered it will appear that the meed and
honour of deftroying the evil cuftoms of the land, in juftice belongs to
us the true conquerors, in preference to any other perfons, even though
they fhould be of the holy profeflion.

Since the deftrudtion of idolatry, by the will of God, and with
his holy aid, and the good fortune and facred chriftianity of the moft
chriftian Emperor Don Carlos of glorious memory* and of our monarch
and moft fortunate fovereign, the invincible King of Spain, our lord
Don Philip his dear and much beloved fon, to whom may God grant
years, and much increafe of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during
his fortunate and holy life, and to be tranfmitted from him to his pofterity, there have been baptized in this country, all the natives, whofe
fouls formerly were funk and loft in the infernal pit. At prefent alfo
as there are here many reverend fathers of the different orders, they go
through the country preaching and baptizing, whereby the holy Evangelifts are firmly planted in the hearts of the natives, who confefs every
year, and thofe fufficiently advanced in the knowledge of the faith comulgate. The churches alfo and their altars are richly adorned, with
all requifites for holy worfhip, as, crofies, and candlefticks, wax can
dles, chalices, cups, plates, and veflels for incenfe, all of filver. The
ornaments of the altars Ind crofies are of velvet and damafk, and other
rich materials of Various colours and wqrkmanfhip, aud embroidered
with gold, filk, and pearls. The funerals alfo are diftinguifhed by their
emblematic reprefentations of fkulls and bones, and with their palls,
fome good, and others not fo. Each town allo has its bells, according
to its ability. There are choirs alfo in the chapels, of good voices
which fing in concert, tenors, and trebles, and counter-altos. In fome
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places are organs, and moft have flutes, hautbois, fackbuts, dulcimers,'
with trumpets bafe and treble, more in this one province of Guatimala
than there are in my native country, which is Old Caftille. It is a thing
worthy to thank God on to fee the devotion which the natives exhibit
when at holy mafs, efpecially if it is faid by fathers of the orders of St.
Francis, or of Mercy, who are appointed to the cures of parifhes. All
the natives alfo, men, women, and children,' are taught the holy ora
tions in their mother tongue, and when they pafs a crofs, crucifix, or
altar, they bow, and falling on their knees fay a Pater Nofler or Ave
Maria. We, the conquerors alfo taught them to keep wax candles
lighted before the holy altars and crofles, for before our arrival .they did
not know the ufe of wax in making candles. We alfo taught them to
behave with refpcdt to the reverend fathers, and when they came to
their towns, to go out to meet and receive them with lighted wax can
dles, ringing the bells, and giving them plentifully to eat; and thus
they do. They have alfo other holy and good cuftoms, for on the day
of our Lady, or of Corpus Chrifti, and other folemn feafts, when we
make proceflions, moft of the neighbours of this city of Guatimala go
in proceflion with crofles and lighted candles, bearing the image of the
faint who is their patron or patronefs, as richly drefled as they can
aflbrd; and they go tinging the litanies, and other holy orations, and
found their flutes and trumpets.

The natives of thefe countries have alfo learned the trades ufed
amongft us in Caftille, and have their fhops, manufactories, and jour
neymen, and gain their livelihood thereby., The gold and filverfmiths
work both in caft metal, and by the hammer, and excel, as do the lapi
daries and painters. The engravers execute firft rate works, with their
fine inftruments of iron, efpecially upon emeralds, whereon they repre
fent all: the adts of the holy paflion of our redeemer and Saviour Jefus
Chrift, in finch a manner that thofe who had not feen them execute it,
would not believe that fuch works could be done by Indians; infomuch
that according to my judgment, that famous painter of ancient times
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the renowned Apelles, or the modern ones named Michael Angelo and
Berrugucte, and another a native of Burgos who is in great fame, being
as they fay a fecond Apelles, could not with their fubtlc pencils equal
the works which are done by three Mexican artifts named Andres de
Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and El Crefpillo. In addition to all jthefe
things, the fons of the chiefs ufed to be grammarians, and were learn
ing very well, until they were forbidden by the holy fynod, under an
order of the moft reverend archbifhop of Mexico, but many of them
are now,* notwithftanding, literate. They are alfo weavers of filk,
fluffs, and cloths, and manufacturers thereof, through all the various
flages. They have alfo learned to be hatters and foap boilers. Two
trades only could never be acquired by them; one is, that of making
glafs, the other that of the apothecary ; but this is not owing to any
defeCt of natural genius, for they are furgeons, and herbalifts, jugglers,
and makers of puppets, and of violins. Tillers of land they were be
fore our arrival; and now they rear flock, and break bullocks, and
plow, fow wheat, manure, reap, fell, and make bread and bifcuit.
They have planted their lands and inheritances with the fruit trees of
Old Spain, and fell the fruit, cutting down the unwholefome peach
trees, and overfhading plantains, to make room for quince, apple, and
pear trees, which they hold in high eftimation. We have taught them
alfo laws and jufticer and in confequence, they every year eleCt their
ordinary alcaldes, regidors, notaries, alguazils, fifcals, and major domps. They have their halls of common council, with bailiffs, where
they meet two days in the week, judging, and fentencing, and for
fome offences punifhing and whipping; but for murder and higher
crimes, they refer them to the governors, if there is no court of royal
audience.

I have further been told by perfons well informed upon the fubjeCt,
that in Tlafcala, Tezcuco, Cholula, Guaxocingo, Tepeaca, and other
great cities, when the natives go to council, gilt maces are borne before
-the governors and alcaldes, as is done before the viceroys, and they do
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fuftice with as much zeal and activity as is ufed among us, priding
themfelves thereon, and being very anxious to obtain a knowledge of
our laws.

All the caciques have horfes and are rich, and ride, handfomely
caparifoned and attended by their pages, through and about their refpe&ive towns. In fome towns alfo they exercife with the lance on
horfeback, run at the ring, and have bull fights, efpecially on the
days of Corpus Chrifb, St. John, St. James, our Lady in Auguft, or
the patron or patronefs of the town. Many alfo of them will face
the bulls be they ever fo fierce, and are excellent horfemen, efpecially
thofe of a place named Chiapa de los Indios. Thofe who are caciques
now breed horfes, and ufe them and mules for ordinary purpofes, con
veying by their means, Wood, maiz, and lime for fale. Many of the
natives have likewife taken up the trade of arrieros or carriers, as is
in practice in CafHlle. To conclude, they excel in all. manufadhures,
not excepting that of tapeftry.
Other advantages and profits are alfo derived from our illuftrious
fervices./ By them our mother country has obtained gold, filver, pre
cious ftpnes, grain, wool, farfaparilla, and hides; all which are annu
ally tranfmitted thither to the benefit of his Majefty’s revenue. I do
not include the prefents we at various times fent, and that which is
exported by merchants and paflengers, for fince the time that the wife
King Solomon built the holy temple of Jerufalem with the gold and
filver which he caufed to be brought from the Iflands of Tarfis, Ofir,
and Saba, ancient or modem hiftory do not record fuch treafures to have
been derived from any country, as what have been fent from New
Spain; and this I fay, becaufe although it is notorious that from Peru
many millions in gold and filver have been obtained, yet at the time of
the conquefi: of this country Peru was unknown, nor was it gained un
til ten years after. We alfo from the firft continued to fend to his Majefly moft rich prefents, for which and other reafons, I rate this
country
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country higher in eflimation, becaufe we well know that Peru has
been involved in cruel civil wars, whereas we have remained^ and will
continue to do fo, our breafts proftrate on the earth in fubmifjion and
allegiance to our lord the King, and ready to expofe and devote our lives
and fortunes in his fervice.
Let the curious reader confider the number of cities of New Spain,
which from their being fo many, I will not detail j our ten bifhoprics,
not including the archbifhopric of the noble city of Mexico, the three
courts of royal audience, together with the fucceffion of governors,
archbifhops, and bifhops, our holy cathedrals and monafleries, Domfe
nican, Francifcan, Mercenarian, and Airguflin, our hofpitals with the
extenfive re millions and pardons attached to them, and the Santa Cafa
of our Lady of Guadeloupe with the holy miracles there performed every
day, and let us give thanks to God, and to his bleifed mother our Lady,
for giving us grace and fupport to conquer thefe countries, where fa
much chriftianity is now eflablifhed.

Let it be al fa remembered, that in Mexico there is a univerlity
wherein are iludied and learned grammar, theology, rhetoric, logic.,
philofophy, and other fciences. There is alfo a printing prefs for books
both in Latin and Romance, and in this college they graduate as licen
tiates and dodlors; to which I might add many other infiances to en
hance the value of thefe countries, fuch as the mines of fiver, and pthex
difeoveries, whereby profperity and grandeur redound to the mother
country.' If all which I have now faid does not fuflicc, let the wife
and learned read my hiflory from beginning to end, and they will then
confefs, that there never exifted in the world men who by bold atchievement have gained more for their Lord and King, than we the brave
conquerors ; amongft the moft valiant of whom I was confidored.as one,
and am the moft ancient of all. I fay again that I,—I myfejf,—T» ajn
a true conqueror: and the moft ancient of alL

I wiU
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I will now propofc a few queftions by way of dialogue, with the
immortal and illuftrious goddefs of Fame, who has feen, and proclaims
through the world, our manifold, great, and remarkable fervices, to
God, his Majefty and all Chriftendom, and cries with a loud voice,
faying, that it is in juftice and in reafon, that we fhould have better
eftates and fituations than others who have not ferved his Majefty here
or elfewhere. The goddefs alfo enquires where are our palaces, and
manfions, adorned with diftinguifhing blazons, with fculptures of our
coats of arms, and monumental trophies of our heroic adtions, in the
fame manner as thofe cavaliers have who ferved their king in Spain,
our atchievements being no way inferior to theirs, but on the contrary
of moft eminent merit, and not exceeded by any. The goddefs of
Fame alfo enquires for thofe conquerors who efcaped from cruel deaths,
and for the tombs and monuments of thofe who fell.
■ '

To thefe queftions I reply as follows, with much brevity. Oh
excellent and illuftrious Fame! defired and fought for by the good and
virtuous, but fhunned and hated by the malicious, why do you not
exalt us as our merits deferve? know, goddefs, that of five hundred
and fifty foldiers who left the Ifland of Cuba with Cortes, at the mo
ment that I am writing this hiftory in the year one thoufand five hun
dred and fixty eight no more than five are living, the reft having been
killed in the wars, facrificed to idols, or died naturally. In anfwer to
your queftion concerning their tombs and monuments, I tell you that
their tombs are the maws of cannibal Indians, who devoured their
limbs, and of tigers, ferpents, and birds of prey, which feafted on
their mangled bodies. Such were their fepulchres, and fuch their mo
numents ! but to me it appears that the names of thofe ought to be
written in letters of gold, who died fo cruel a death, for the fervice of
God and his Majefty, to give light to thofe who were in darknefs, and
to procure wealth which all men defire.
The illuftrious goddefs next afks me for an account of thofe who
came
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came with Narvaez, and with Garray; to which I reply, that the
number of the foldiers who came with the former was one thoufand
three hundred exclufive of the mariners, of whom not more than ten
or eleven furvive, the reft having fallen in the wars, and being facrificed and devoured. Thofe who came with Garray, according to my
account, including the three companies which landed at . St. Juan de
Ulua previous to the arrival of Garray himfelf, were in all one thoufand
two hundred foldiers, moft of whom were facrificed and devoured in
the province of Paniico. Fame alfo afks for the fifteen foldiers who
accompanied Lucas Vafquez de Aillon who loft his life on the coaft of
Florida; to which I reply that they are all dead. I alfo inform you Oh
excellent Fame! that there only remain alive at this moment five of the
companions of Cortes, and we are very old, and bowed down with
infirmities, and very poor, and with a heavy charge of fonsto provide
for, and of daughters to marry off, and grandchildren to maintain, and
little rent to do it withall! and thus we pafs our lives, in pain,, in
labour, and in farrow.
Having now anfwered your queftions illuftrious Fame relative to
our monuments, blazons, and palaces, I requeft of you that hencefor
ward you exalt to more effect your moft virtuous and excellent voice, in
Order that our high prowefles may be made, known to the univerfe, and
not be obfcured as they are by the flanders of the malignant.. To this my
requeft moft virtuous Fame replies, that fhe will do io moft willingly;
and alfo, that fhe is aftonifhed to find that we have not the beft proper
ties allotted to us in that country which we conquered, and which it
was his Majefty’s orders fhould be given to. us,, in like manner as the
Marquis Cortes was rewarded, not indeed to the fame extent, but mo
derately. The goddefs alfo fays that the actions of the valiant and
magnanimous'Cortes are always to be moft highly eftimated, and confidered amongft thofe moft celebrated in hiftory. She alfo at the fame
time obferves, that in the hiftories of Gomara and the Dodtor Illefcas
and others, no mention is made of any of us, but they only fay, “Cortes

“ difeovered,***

dilcovered,** and *‘Cortes conquered /* the captains and foldiers remaining
unnoticed j but fhe has been very happy to find that all which I have
narrated in my hiftbry is ftridtly conformable to the truth* and that I
follow matter of fadt clofely and literally, without running into fervile
praifes, and that I do not depreciate many valiant captains and foldiers
to exalt one, as is the cafe with'Gomara and the other faiftorians. The
good gbddefs alfo- promifes. me, that fhe will proclaim thefe truths
wherever fhe fhall be, and further, that if this my hiftory is publifhed,
it lhall be credited, and its authenticity acknowledged wherever it is
ledn or heard, and that it fhall obfcure and annuli ail others.
Befides what I have here propofed by way of dialogue, a certain
dodlor, an oydor of the court of royal audience of Guatimala, afked me
how it happened that when Cortes wrote to his Majefty, and alfo when
he weht the firft time to Caftillci he did not folicit for us, ftnee we
were, tinder God, the means whereby he acquired his marquifate and
government. To this I then replied, and now fay, that. when his
Majefty gave him the government, he therewith received the better part
of this whole country, believing that he was to remain abfblute mafter
thereof, and to have unlimited liberty to beftow or deprive as he thought
proper; and this, it is fuppofed, was the reafon why he would not and
did not write on the fubjedt, Alfo, at the time his Majefty gave him
his marquifate, he folicited the government in the fame manner that
he had held it before; but it was then refilled him, and he did not
think of alking any thing that might be fervitfeable to us, but only to
himfelf.
-♦ <

Further, the veedor and fadlor, together with other cavaliers of
Mexico had reprefented to his Majefty, that the Marquis had taken for
himfelf the beft provinces and towns of New Spain, and had afligned
others to his‘friends and relations newly come from Caftille, leaving,
very little for the royal patrimony; whereupon, as We afterwards learned,
his Majefty was pleafed to order that all the overplus Ihould be divided
amongft
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amongft us, the companions of Cortes, but the Emperor was at that
time in Barcelona, preparing to embark for Flanders/ Had Cortes im
mediately after the conqueft divided this country into five parts, and
afligned one of the richefl: and beft of the’fifths for his Majefty; allot
ted one (hare and a half for himfelf, for churches, monafteries, and
municipal properties, as alfo for a fund wherefrom his Majefty could
reward cavaliers who ferved him in Italy or againft the Turks and
Moors; and divided the other two fifths and a half, by grants in per
petuity to us, we fhould have been all fatisfadtorily provided for. As
our Caefar was fo chriftian a monarch, and as the conqueft of this coun
try coft him nothing, he would have readily granted us thefe favours.
But we at that time did not know , how to apply for juftice, nor to
whom to reprefent our fervices or our injuries, except to Cortes himfelf,
who did in the bufinefs as he thought fit.. We therefore remained with
the little which had been afligned us, until we faw that Don Francifco
..de Montejo who went to wait upon his Majefty in Europe obtained the
appointments of adelantado and governor of Yucatan, eftates in Mexico,
and other rewards. Diego de Ordas alfo, who went to court, obtained
an encomienda of- St. Jago, and diftridts in New Spain. Then Don
Pedro de Alvarado went to -kifs his Majefty’s feet and was madeadelantado and governor of Guatimala and Chiapa, commander of the order
of St. Jago, and obtained diftridts of lands, r Daft went Cortes, who
was created a marquis, and appointed captain general of the South Sea.
When we the conquerors therefore faw, that thofe who did not
reach his Majefty’s prefence had no one to fpeak in our favour, we
fent to petition, that whatever lands thenceforward fell vacant, fhould be
diftributed in perpetuities amongft us, according as our claims were
fubftantiated, as was the cafe before the firft court of royal audience
held in Mexico, whereof Nuno de Guzman was prefident. / His Ma
jefty’s exprefs directions to Nuno de Guzman were, to throw the whole
property of New Spain into a mafs, and then to make the divifions
more equal, deducting in due proportion from the immoderate grants of
T11
Cortes.
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Cortes. Alfo, that to us, the true conquerors Ihould be given the bell
diftricfts and of moft rent, leaving the cities and great towns for his Majefty’s property. The Emperor alfo ordered that the vaflals of Cortes
fhould be counted, leaving no more with him than his patent fpecified ;
hut what was to be done with the furplus I do not recollect. The reafon why Nuno de Guzman and the oydors did not make this repartition
in perpetuity was, that they .were milled by bad advifers, whom, not
to dilhonour, I will not name, but the perfons I have alluded to told
them, that if the conquerors once found themfelves provided for, they
would ceafe to refpedt and be dependent on them, as was the cafe while
they were compelled to fupplicate for a fubfiftence* As alfo, by retain
ing, they kept the power of bellowing the vacant lands at their pleafure, and to the advantage of their own private intereft. It is true that
as diftridts fell vacant, Guzman and the oydors conftantly afligned them
to conquerors, and colonifts, to their fatisfadtion; and if that court was
fuperceded, it was on account of the difputes with CorteSj and of mark
ing free Indians for Haves ..
In the year one thoufand five hundred and fifty, I being in Old
Spain, the licentiate De la Gafca came from Peru, and with him D.
Martin el Regente a Dominican friar; and repairing to the court vtfhich
was then at Valladolid, his Majefty promoted theaforefaid father to the
bilhopric of Las Charcas. At this period a council was formed, compofed- of D. Fray B. de las Cafas bilhop of Chiapa, D. Vafco de Qui
roga bilhop of MechoaCan, and other cavaliers who came as agents from
New Spain and Peru, together with fome hidalgos who were brought
by bufinefc to the court, and to this council I was alfo called, as being
' the moft ancient of the conquerors of New Spain.

De la Gafca and the other Peruvians had brought-with them great
-quantities oftreafure, as well for their own ufe as for-his Majefty, the
Tatter being lent from Seville to Augufta in Germany where the Empe
ror then was, and in his company our moft happy Don Philip king of

the
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the Spains, our lord his dear and much belqved fon, whom God
guard. At that time certain of the Peruvian cavaliers waited on his
Majefty with the treafure, and to petition that he would caufe the
allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made.
It feems alfo, that previ
ous to this time a petition to the fame effect had been prefented from
New Spain by Gonzalo Lopez, and Alonzo de Villanueva, who had
been fent as procuradors or agents from Mexico. It fo happened that
juft then the bifhopric of Palencia fell vacant, and was beftowed on the
licentiate De la Gafca who was alfo made Conde de Pernia, on account,
as was faid at the court, of the fervices rendered in Peru, which was
then at peace.
His Majefty was pleafed, in regard to the repartition of lands in
perpetuity, to order, that the Marquis de Mondejar prefident of the
royal council of the Indies, the licentiates Gutierre Velafquez,, Tello de Sandoval, Gregorio Lopez and Briviefca, and the Doctor Hernan
Perez de la Fuente, oydors of that court, together with cavaliers of other
royal councils fhould aflemble, to confider, and fee how the repartition,
fhould be made, as was beft for the fervice of God and for his Majefty’s
intereft.

When thefe cavaliers were met in the houfe of Pero Gonzalez de
Leon, where was eftablifhed the royal council of the Indies, it was
propofed in that very illuftrious aflembly, that the perpetual repartition
fhould take place in New Spain and in Peru; I am not certain that
Grenada and Bobotan were included, but am inclined to think that they
were, and the reafons offered in fupport' of the meafure were holy and
good. It was argued that if the lands were granted in perpetuity, the
proprietors would for their own interests treat the natives better, and
pay more attention to the converfion of them to our holy faith. That
if they fuffered from ficknefs or misfortune they Would be attended to
like their children, and the rents alleviated. The proprietors would
alfo go into improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle; difputes
Ttt 2
~
and

(■

5°8

)

and -litigations about lands and boundaries would ceafe, and the office
of vifitadors or infpetftors would be unneceflary. The minds alfo of
the foldiers would be tranquillized, in knowing that the prefidents and
governors had not the power of beftowing lands when they fell vacant,
on their clients and favourites. His Majefty alfo in doing this would
exonerate his royal confcience, in recompenfing thofe who had ferved
him faithfully. To thefe, many other good reafons were added. It
was alfo propofed to deprive the turbulent and rebellious in Peru of their
diftridts. After all this had been well debated and confidered in the
illuftrious aflembly, we proceeded to give our opinions in favour of the
perpetual repartition.'

It was then oppofed by the Bifhop of Chiapa, his aftociate Fray
Rodrigo of the order of St. Dominic, the Bifhop of Palencia, the Mar
quis of Mondejar, and two oydors of the royal council of his Majefty.
The Marquis of Mondejar did not however fpeak upon the occafion,
but remained as it were on the look out to fee which party was likely to
carry the queftion. The arguments ufed by the others againft the
repartition were, that many in Peru had . now life eftates, who fo far
from deferving perpetuities, merited confifcation, and that if peace was
once eftablifhed in that country, if the foldiers who were unprovided
for faw that there was no fund for that purpofe, they would become
mutinous and caufe new troubles. The Bifhop of Mechoacan who was
of our party hereupon afked the licentiate De la Gafca, how it had hap
pened that he did not chaftize the mutineers as he very well knew them;
whereas on the contrary he had given them lands. To this the other
replied; laughing, that he had hanged and quartered many of them,
and thought it no fmall atchievement to have efcaped from amongft:
them fafe and found. More was alfo faid on this fubjeeft.
It was propofed, and approved by many prefent, that the few of
the real conquerors of New Spain who now remained, including thofe
who came with. Cortes, with Narvaez, and with Garray, fhould re
ceive
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ceive perpetuities, referring the other matter to future confideration. As
foon as this proportion was made, the other party moved that all fur
ther proceedings fhould be poftponed until the return of his Majefty to
Caftille, becaufe in an affair of fuch importance his prefence was neceffary. It was then urged by the Bifhop of Mechoacan and other cava
liers, as well as myfelf, that the perpetuities might be granted in New
Spain, leaving the Peruvian procuradors to a€t as they thought fit, this
being conformable to his Majefty’s declarations and inftrudtions in our
favour. This now brought on much debate ; for we infilled that what
ever reafons might be againft the granting perpetuities in Peru, could
be of no avail againft us in New Spain, confidering our great fervices
to his Majefty and all Chriftendom. But all we faid was of no. effect
with the members of the royal council of the Indies, the Bifhop Fray
Bartholome de las Cafas, Fray Rodrigo his aflbciate, and the Bifhop of
Las Charcas. They faid that on the return of his Majefty from Augufta in Germany every thing fhould be arranged to the fatisfaClion of
the conquerors, and thus the affair dropped for the prefenU
Intelligence of thefe matters being conveyed by exprefs to Mexico,,
the conquerors there propofed to fend procuradors, to apply to his Ma
jefty for our intereft, exclufively. In confequence, after my return
from the court I was written to, here, in this city of Guatimala, by
Captain Andres de Tapia, P. Moreno Medrano, and J;. de Limpias
Caravajal “the deaf,” giving me an account of their intention, and of
thofe conquerors concerned with them, amongft whom I-was put-down
as one of the moft ancient. I accordingly went round with the letter to
the other conquerors fettled in this city, to raife a fum by fubfcription
for the purpofe. This project failed from want of money.. It was
then determined1 that the conquerors in Mexico, conjointly with the
w’hole of the community, fhould fend-procuradors to Caftille; but nei
ther was this carried into effebl.. At a fubfequent period^ our uncon
quered king and lord Don Philip, whom God preferve, and may lie
live many years in augmentation of power.,, was pleafed to command by
his
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his royal ordinances that the conquerors and their pofterity fhould be
provided for, attending in the firft inftahce to thofe who were married,
as may be feen in the royal cedules.
When I had written out fairly this my hiftory, two licentiates requefted me to lend it to them for their perufal, in order that they might
know in detail the occurrences which happened in the conqueft of New
Spain, and alfo that they might foe what difference exifted between my
account, and thofe of Gomara and the Doctor Illefcas, relative to the
heroic actions of the Marquis Del Valle. I accordingly prefonted this
book to them for their perufal, with the refpedt which is due to fcholars from a poor illiterate perfon like myfclf, defiring them at the fame
time to make no alteration whatever herein, as what I had written was
the ftridt truth. As foon as they had read it, one of them who was a
great rhetorician, and vain of his knowledge, began to praifo the book,
and expreffed his furprife at my memory, and at my being able to carry
in it fuch a feries of matter, from the time I firft came to thefo coun
tries.

The licentiates alfo obferved, that in regard to my ftile or language,
it was conformable to that in ordinary ufo in Old Caftille, and that as
fuch it was the more agreeable, not being embarrafled with flowery
affected phrafes, fuch as are made ufo of by hiftorians in general.
They alfo obforved that it foemed to them as if I praifed myfclf greatly,
in the battles which I give an account of, whereas I ought to have left
that to be done by others; and that I fhould have given my witnefles,
teftimonies, and quotations, as authorities for what I wrote, and not
have laid drily, “that I did; this I faw;** it not being conformable to the
cuftom of hiftorical writing; for I am not a witnefs for myfclf. To
thefe obfervations I then replied, as I do now/ that in the year onje
thoufand five hundred and forty the Marquis Del Valle wrote a letter to
his Majefty giving an account of me and my fcrvices, how I had come
twice to this country on voyages of difcovery previous to his expedition,
how
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how he had often been an eye witnefs of my conduct as a brave foldier
in battle as well in Mexico as in other places, how I accompanied him
in his expedition to Honduras and Higueras, and many other particu
lars which to avoid prolixity I will not relate, The moft illuftrious
viceroy alfo, Don Alonzo de Mendoza wrote to his Majefty informing
him of what he had learned relative to me from the captains by whole
fide I fought, and his account was in all refpeits conformable to that of
■the Marquis Del Valle. Proofs to the lame purport were alfo prefented
on my part to the royal council of the Indies in the year one thoufand
five hundred and forty.

Vow, laid I, gentlemen licentiates, are not the Marquis Del Valle,
the viceroy D. A. de Mendoza, and my proofs, good witnefles? but
if they will not fuffice, l will produce you the Emperor our lord Don
Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, fealed with his royal feal,
commanded all viceroys and prefidents, that refpedling the many and
good fervices which I had rendered, benefits fhould be conferred upon
me and mine. The original letters are now in my pofleffion, and the
copies depofited at court in the archives of the fecretary Ochoa de Luyado. Such was my anfwer to the obfervation of the licentiates..
But to return to my fubjedt, if more teftimony is wanting took atNew Spain which is three ti,mes larger^ than our Caftille, and more
thickly inhabited by Spaniards, and the great wealth: which it-fends to
Caftille. But I have obferved that the hiftoriarts Gomara and Illefcas
never chofe to relate our. heroic actions, leaving all our value and ho
nours in the dark, where they would have remained were it not for this
foy true hiftory, and afligning fuch great merit to Cortes;. in which,
although they were right to a certain-degree, yet they ought'not at the
fame time ta have forgotten us.

- Of the;atchievemeuts of Cortes a part alfo of the honour falls ,to >
me, for I .was one ofithe moft forward in. every battle by hisfide,, as I:
■vyas^
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was in many others when he fent me under different captains to conquer
provinces, as is found written in my hiftory, how, when, and where.
Alfo when Cortes returned to Europe* the firft time, to kifs his
Majefty’s feet, he informed him that he had many valiant captains and
companions in the Mexican wars, and who he believed did not yield to
the moft famous in ancient hiftory. Of this praife a proportionate (hare
falls to me. Further, at Algiers, he faid much in praife of his com
panions the conquerors. Of this I come in for my portion, as I was
one of them.
.-U:.
As to what the licentiates faid, that I praife myfelf fo much, and
that I ought to leave it to be done by others, I fay, in common life it is
the cuftom of neighbours to fpeak of each other as each defcrves; but
he who never was in the wars with us, nor faw them, nor heard of
* them, how can he fpeak of us? were the birds which flew over our
heads while in battle to give accounts of us? or the clouds? Who then
was to fpeak our praifes but we ourfelves. Indeed gentlemen licentiates
faid I had you found that I detracted from the honour due to one of our
valiant captains or foldiers, and afcribed it to myfelf, then you might
juftly blame me. But the fadt is that I do not praife myfelf fo much
as I ought.

I will now make a comparifon, although on one fide the fubjedt
of it is very high, and oh the other a poor foldier like myfelf. Hiftorians fay that the great emperor and warrior Julius Caefar was in fifty
three pitched battles. I fay that I was in many more battles than Julius
Caefar, as may be feen in this my hiftory. Hiftorians alfo fay that Ju
lius Caefar Was brave and adtive in battle, and that when he had time,
he at night committed to writing with his own hand, his heroic adtions,
although he had many hiftorians, not chufing to entruft the office to
them. Truly this happened many years ago, and may or may not be
the cafej whereas what I relate occurred yefterday as it may be faid.
.
It
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It is therefore not extraordinary if I relate the battles in which I fought,
that in future ages it fhould be faid, “thus did Bernal Diaz delCaftiUo,” in
order that my fons and their pofterity fhould enjoy the praifes of their
anceftor, in the manner that many cavaliers and lords of vaflals in the
prefent day, do the fames and blazons of their predeceflbrs. I will
however drop this fubjedt left the detracting malicious, to whomthefe
things are odious, fhould charge me with digrefling too much. ’ There
are alfo conquerors now living to contradict me if I were in error, and
the world is fo malevolent that any fuch thing could hardly pafs with
out animad ver lion; bur the narrative itfelf is the belt teftimony of its,
veracity.
-

I will now enumerate and particularife the various battles and other
matters of Warfare in which I was prefent. They are as follows. At*
the point of Cotoche, with Captain F. H. de Cordova. At Champoton, a battle, wherein half our companions were killed. In Florida;
where we landed to procure water. Under Captain J< de Grijalva, a
fecond battle in Champoton. In my third voyage under Cortes, at
Tabafco, two pitched battles.
On our arrival in New Spain, the*
battle of Cingapacinga. Shortly after, three pitched battles with the
Tlafcalans. The affair of Cholula. On our entry into Mexico I was
at the feizure of Montezuma; I do not mention it as an affair of war,
but on account of its great boldnefs. In four months after; the attack
upon Narvaez whom we under Cortes defeated with two hundred and
feventy fix men, he having one thoufand three hundreds The relief of
Alvarado who was befieged by the Mexicans, when they made war
upon us during eight days and nights, and killed above eight hundred*
and feventy foldiers; I confider fix battles as having happened during
this period, at which I was prefent. The battle of Obtumba. A battle
at Tepeaca. Under Cortes a battle at Tezcuco, Two field battles, in
one of which I was wounded in the throat by a lance. Two actions
concerning the fields of maize. In the expedition round the lake when
we made that rafh and inconfiderate attack upon the fortrefles named the
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rocks of the marquis. The battle of Cuernavaca. Three battles at
Suchimillco. The fiege of Mexico which lafted ninety three days, du
ring which I was engaged, as I find by my account, in above eighty
battles and fkirmifhes. After the conqueft when I was fent to pacify
the provinces of Guacacualco, Chiapa, and the Zapotccans., In Chamula and Cuitlan, two engagements. In Teapa and Chimatan two
engagements ; here I was wounded badly in the throat., I forgot to
mention in its place, how, after our flight from Mexico we were purfued for nine days,, and fought four battles. In the Expedition to Hi
gueras and Honduras, an action at Culacotu, where my horfe which
coft me fix hundred crowns was killed. After my return to Mexico I
went againft the Zapotecans and Minxes in the mountains. I do not
mention numberlefs other engagements and dangers in which I have
been, as it would be endlefs to detail them all. Nor do I chufe to fay
how I was one of the firft who came to lay fiege to Mexico, three or
four days at leaft before Cortes.
I have therefore according to this account been prefent in one hun
dred and nineteen battles and engagements; and it is not extraordinary
if I praife myfelf, as what I fay is the mere truth. Nor are thefe
old ftories or hiftories of Romans, of many ages paft; for evident
and true are the many and notable fervices which I have rendered; firft
to God, then, to his Majefty, and all Chriftendom; and I give thanks
and praifes to our Lord Jefus Chrift, that I efcaped from all dangers, to
make thefe things manifeft; and I alfo fay, and praife myfelf thereon,
that I have been in as many battles and engagements as, according to
hiftory, the Emperor Henry the fourth.
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Notes

and

Errata^

The author frequently miftakes dates; it has been therefore judged neceflary
to infert them in the heads of chapters according to the moft correct accounts.
Page 25. chapter 3, although the appointment of Cortes took place before, the
fleet did not fail for the continent until 1519.
Page 31. Line 19. infiead of “who took Guatimotzin” read whom Guatimotzin
took.
------74.--------- 18. inftead of “got” read gone.
----- 76,-------- 8, from the bottom, inftead of “his” read this.
.——145, ——
7. betiveen “to” and “which” infert, the flat fummit of.
----- 147.--------- 3. from the bottom “invalids” note, fuffering by the difeafe
afcribed to Hifpaniola.
----- 227.------ 8. inftead of “hundred” read thoufand.
----- 243. —i—
17. after “friends” infert to whom they were givenby us.
----- 253.--------- 16. inftead of “Guatimotzin now” readCoadlavaca,late.
----- 440.------ 2. inftead of “our” read their.
------ibid. —■—4. inftead of “we” read they.
----- 450.------ 14. inftead 0/“Figuero” read Herrera.
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